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Issued monthly by Economic Research Service, United States Departmentof Agriculture, Washing-

ton 25, D. C. Free within U.S. on request. Also available are monthly and yearly Foreign Agri-

cultural Trade Statistical Reports, containing detailed statistics on quantity and value of ex-

ports and imports.

EXPORT HIGHLIGHTS
July-March agricultural exports totaled an estimated $3,777 million in 196l~

62) slightly below the million for the same period in the previous
year . This year*s figure included actual exports of $3,362 million in July-
February and an estimated $iil5 million in March, The export picture this year
has been dominated by major shifts in wheat, feed grains, and cotton. Wheat
exports increased by $96 million and feed grains by $71 million while cotton
shipments declined by $2^7 million. Other increases were in fruits and prep-
arations, tallow, poultry meat, and dairy products. Rice, edible vegetable
oils, and lard were below the levels of the previous year while exports of soy

U.S, agricultural exporiis, by commodity, beans, tobacco, and vegetables and

July-March preparations showed little change.

Ccxnmodity 1960-61:1961-62 :Chg.

Million dollars Pet

Cotton 770 513
Grains & preps, 2/. IjltOO 1,555 +11

Wheat & flour 2/, 852 9ii8 +11

Feed grains 2/3/. 397 U68 +18

Rice, milled 2/ . 106 93 -12

Tobacco
,
unmfd , . ,

,

330 330 0

Oilseeds & prods. . U52 li5i 0

Soybeans 268 281 + 5
Ea. veg. oils 1^. 108 96 -11

Fruits & preps. ... 191 217 +ii^

Vegs. & preps. 2/.. 91 89 - 2

Animals & prods. 2/ U52 1*57 + 1

Fats ^ ojls 126 131
112

+ h
Meats & prods, .. 103 + 9

Hides & skins . .

.

6U 6h 0

Dairy prods, 2/..
Other 2/^

95 95 0
122 165 +35

Total J7EUE J7rn
1/ Partly estimated, 2/ Includes pri-

vate relief, 3/ Excludes products,

U/ Cottonseed and soybean.

Agricultural exports in all of
fiscal year 1961-62, which ends in
june, "are now estimht'ed at $^ bil-

lion compared with record exports
oi $i4..9 billion in I960-61 . Last
November, the year’s exports were
estimated at $5.1 billion. Cotton
exports are now expected to total
5 million bales, 900,000 less than
estimated in November, and 2 million
below actual exports in I960-6I.
The estimate for wheat has been
raised to 685 million bushels from
November’s figure of 675 million,
up from actual shipments of 661
million in I960-6I, Increases are
also indicated for tobacco, soy-
beans, feed grains, fruits and pro-
ducts, and livestock products. Less
rice is likely to be exported while
vegetables and products will remain
about the same as in I96O-6I.
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COTTON Cotton exports were well below the high level of last year . July-
harch exports, excluding linters, totlQ.^d an estimated 3*7 million

running bales in fiscal year I96I-62 compared with ?.8 million in I960-6I.
Principal reasons behind the substantial drop were inventory and consumption
decreases in foreign importing countries, moderately larger exportable
supplies abroad, and greater competition from foreign producers as prices of

U.S, cotton in foreign import markets continued to edge upward. Exports for
all of 1961-62 now are expected to total around 5 million bales against the

7 million shipped in I96O-6I, Cotton registered for export in the I96I-62
season under the payment-in-kind program totaled U million running bales
as of April 13 compared with 6 million for the comparable period in I96O-61.

GRAINS July-March wheat exports exceeded last year*s record level . Exports
of wheat and flour totaled an estimated ^30 million bushels in July-

March of fiscal year I96I-62 compared with ii90 million for the like period
a year ago. A significant develojmient during the first 8 months of the
current fiscal year was the export of over 6 million bushels of durum wheat
at domestic prices. Exports of all wheat in the previous year were under
the export payment program. This year, for the first time, over 5 million
bushels of wheat moved under Title IV of Public Law U80. There were in-

creases in shipments under Title I of Public Law U80 and the barter program.
A substantial decline occurred in exports under Section k02 of the Mutual
Security Act, reflecting the phasing out of this program. Substantially
more wheat was shipped to Brazil, West Germany, the Netherlands, Yugoslavia,
Turkey, Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia while shipments to India and Poland
were sharply below the levels of the previous year. Exports in all of
1961-62 are expected to total 68? million bushels, up 2h million from last
year’s record.

U.S. feed grain exports in July-March ran above last year’s level . Exports
of feed grains, excluding products, in July-March, totaling an estimated

9.? million metric tons, were I6 percent above the 8.2 million for the
same period in I96O-6I. This was due to a pickup in January-March ship-
ments. Corn exports in the 9-month period advanced to a record 272 million
bushels this year from I9I million in 1961 . Exports of other feed grains

—

barley, oats, and grain sorghums—were below last year’s levels. About
two thirds of U.S. feed grain exports have been shipped to Western Europe,
where purchases from the United States have been stimulated by the steady
growth of the European livestock industry. Exports of feed grains and pro-
ducts for the full year may well exceed last year’ s total of 11.? million
tons.

Rice exports have improved in recent months . July-March exports of milled
rice totaled an estimated llt.U million bags in I960-6I compared with l6.7
million in l9?9-60 . Exports since December have increased somewhat from
low levels in previous months of the fiscal year. There has been a sub-

stantial increase in dollar sales to Western Europe in the July-March period.
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Total rice exports for 1961-62 now are likely to reach 20 million bags
compared with 21,5 million in the previous year. This year’s lower level
of exports is being felt in Government-financed programs inasmuch as sales
for dollars are higher than the level of last year,

TOBACCO Exports of tobacco in July-March were slightly below the hi^ I96O-

61 level , Juiy-Marcli e^qports of""unmanufactured tobacco totaled an
estimated iiL8' million pounds compared with 1^27 million shipped during the
same period in I96O-6I, The continued rising use of tobacco in foreign
countries and large production of high quality leaf in the United States
have stimulated foreign purchases of U,S, leaf. Blue mold damage to tobacco
production in Western Europe has caused European users to turn more to U,S,
tobacco. Exports for all of I96I-62 will probably be 5l7 million pounds
compared with last year’s 5oii million pounds,

OILSEEDS AM) PRODUCTS Exports of soybeans in July-March were slightly be-

low the previous year’s level, July-March exports
of soybeans totaled an estimated 111 million bushels in fiscal year I96I-62
compared with II6 million in I96O-6I, Most of the decline occurred in the
first quarter because of limited supplies available for export and the
anticipation of lower priced beans from the I96I harvest. Exports for all
of 1961-62 now are expected to total nearly l55 million bushels, 12 million
above 196O-6I, Developments tending to encourage exports of U,S, soybeans
for the remainder of the year include the 27 percent increase in I96I U,S.
production, relatively small quantities of beans available for export from
Communist China, the continued strong demand for oilseeds and products in
Western Europe and Japan, and the small volume of Philippine copra and
coconut oil moving in world trade.

Less vegetable oils moved under Title I of Public Lav? 1;30 in July-March
this yeaFI Exports of edible vegetable (cottonseed and soybean)” oils,
excluding USDA Section 1116 donations, totaled an estimated 7h2 million
pounds in July-March of fiscal year I96I-62, about 21 percent below the

93h million exported in the comparable period last year. There was a
sharp decline in shipments under Title I of Public Law I1.8O to Spain and

Poland, Higher prices for U,S, vegetable oils in the early part of the
year discouraged foreign purchases, especially Western Europe’s, Exports
of vegetable oils for all of I96I-62 are expected to total 1,570 million
pounds, including 270 million under the USDA donation program which are
not being identified by name in export statistics published by the Bureau
of the Census,

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES Fruit exports in July-March were well above the
previous year. Exports of fruits and prepaTaiions

in July-March totaled an 'estimated $217 million in I96I-62 compared with
$191 million in I96O-6I, Exports this year have been stimulated by the
small deciduous crop in Europe and further relaxation of trade restrictions
in that area. The substantial increases were in apples, oranges, and
canned fruits, while the movement of prunes, raisins, and orange juice
remained at about the levels of a year earlier.
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Exports of vegetables and preparations declined only slightly despite the
sharp drop in dried beans. July-March exports of vegetables and pre-
parations, totaling an estimated $89 million, were 2 percent below the $91
million in the previous year. The sharp decline in exports of dried beans
was nearly offset by advances in canned, frozen, and fresh vegetables and

dried peas. Less dried beans have been shipped to Europe this year because
canned stocks there were abundant and U.S. supplies of Great Northern beans
available for export were limited. Moreover, there were larger crops of

beans in Mexico and Brazil.

ANIMALS AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS The substantial decline in lard exports off-

set most of iTie increase in other livestock
products. Exports of animals^ an3 animal products in July-March totaled
an estimated $ii57 million in I96I-62 compared with $1^52 million for the
same 9 months a year ago. There were value gains in tallovz, poultry meat,
and hides and skins; but lard exports were substantially below the level
of a year earlier, reflecting the loss of the Cuban market and increased
European production. ^Jhile the quantity of hides and skins was down from
a year ago, higher prices maintained the value at the level of the previous

year. Relatively little change occurred in dairy products.

IMPORT HIGHLIGHTS
Agricultural imports in July-February were slightly larger in I96I-62 .

Juiy-February agricultural imports for consumption rose to $2,li99 million
in 1961-62 from $2,to3 million in I96O-6I. Supplementary (partially compet-
itive) imports increased while complementary (noncompetitive) imports fell.
Nonagricultural imports rose to $7,62? million from $6,779 million, reflect-
ing increased U.S. purchases of industrial raw materials associated with
the recovery in business activity in the United States.

Dutiable cattle, beef and veal, and apparel wool predominated in supple-
mentary gain. July-February supplementary iraporis of $l,3li3 million this
year were 13 percent above the $1,185 million in I96O-6I. The gain con-
sisted almost entirely of larger imports of animals and animal products

—

mainly dutiable cattle, beef and veal, apparel wool, and hides and skins.

The sharp rise in imports of Canadian cattle resulted from drought-reduced
feed supplies which encouraged Canadian ranchers to sell more cattle in
the United States. Imports of boneless beef were stimulated by the strong
U.S. consumer demand for processed meat products. Increased textile mill
activity encouraged imports of apparel wool. Higher prices for hides and
skins in recent months have made the U.S. market attractive to foreign producers.

Lower prices resulted in complementary import value decline . July-February
complorfientary imports totaled $l,l57 million in I96I-62 compared with $1,218
million in I960 -6I. The value decline for imports of crude natural rubber,
coffee, and cocoa beans reflected lower world prices inasmuch as the volume
of these commodities increased over the previous year. Imports of bananas,
tea, hard fibers, and silk gained slightly.
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