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In This Issue: 

Food Stamp Amendments; and Spending 
Habits Of Low-Income Households 

This issue contains an in-depth look at how rising food costs and increased 
participation finally caught up with the Food Stamp Program. As a result, 
Congress had to allocate an additional $2.6 billion to the $6.2 billion 
already appropriated for the program in fiscal 1980. Hopefully, the added 
funding will be enough to provide the needy with food stamps through 
September-the end of the fiscal year. 

In addition, the Food Stamp Act Admendments of 1980 included several 
provisions designed to reduce fraud and error in the program and in­
troduced several cost cutting features to reduce spending in fiscal years 1980 
and 1981 by nearly $750 million. 

Also, this issue examines the spending habits of Americans who use food 
stamps. Where do they shop? How do food expenditures of low-income 
families compare to wealthier families? These and other questions are dealt 
with in articles looking at various aspects of the Food Stamp Program. 
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