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ITTfl Legislation

Food and Nutrition Actions by USDA 
Tom Fulton 
(202) 44 7-4943

U
SDA regularly proposes and imple
ments operational and regulatory 

changes that affect the status of food and 
nutrition in the United States. Here are 
some recent actions. 

Food Safety 

• USDA has removed Czecho
slovakia's meat processing_ plants from 
the list of approved exporters to the Un
ited States because of polychlorinated 
biphenyl-PCB-residues. USDA of
fered to assist the Czechoslovakian 
government in determining the source of 
contamination so that imports could be 
resumed. 

• Inspection officials in 25 countries
were notified that they must correct defi
ciencies in their inspection programs if 
they want to continue exporting meat to 
the United States after January 1, 1984. 

• The Department has increased the
dollar value of red meat products retailers 
can sell to hotels, restaurants, and similar 
"nonhousehold" consumers without 
Federal inspection. Under Federal law, 
retail meat and poultry merchants are ex
empt from Federal inspection if their total 
dollar sales and the percentage of those 
sales to institutional customers do not 
exceed certain limits. The limit on an
nual sales will increase from $28,000 to 
$30,200 for meat, while poultry will 
remain at $23,100. 

• USDA has exempted rendering
plants from animal health regulations 
governing treatment of food wastes fed to 
swine. 

Food Stamps/Elderly 

• USDA has raised income eligibility
limits for people who use food stamps. 
The maximum allowable gross income 
for a family of four rose from $1,008 to 
$1,073 a month because of increased 
costs of living. 

• USDA has awarded a contract to
test an electronic food stamp system in 
Reading, Pennsylvania. The demonstra
tion project is scheduled to run for 18 
months following a pretest period. 
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Food Assistance 
• USDA has donated 3,969,000

pounds of dairy products to the World Vi
sion Relief Organization for distribution 
to needy persons in Poland. The dona
tion was composed of equal amounts of 
nonfat dry milk, cheddar cheese, and 
butter. Donated dairy products also went 
to Columbia, Indonesia, Panama, Pakis
tan, India, and Guatemala for direct as
sistance to needy persons. 

School Lunches/Nutrition and Children 

• Rice was added to the surplus foods
offered by USDA to charitable institu
tions during fiscal year 1983 and will be 
available as bonus donations to schools 
through June 1984. Dairy products and 
honey are supplied under earlier regula
tions. 

• Increased income eligibility limits
for free and reduced-price school lunches 
and breakfasts, and for the Special Sup
plemental Food Program for Women, In
fants and Children (WIC) became effec
tive July 1. Children can receive free 

· meals at school if they are from a family
of four earning up to $12,870 a year, in
creased from last year's limit of $12,090.
The income limit for a family of four for
reduced-price meals and the WIC pro
gram rose from $17,210 to $18,315.

• USDA now allows the Food and
Nutrition Service to ship government
held processed and cheddar cheese, 
butter, nonfat dry milk, rice, and honey 
directly to commercial firms for use in 
processed foods. The products are sold to 
eligible schools and charitable institutions 
at lower prices which reflect the value of 
the donated commodities. 

• USDA has proposed allowing the
Food and Nutrition Service to ship 
government-held processed and cheddar 
cheese, butter, nonfat dry milk, rice, and 
honey directly to commercial firms for 
use in processed foods. The products 
would then be sold to eligible schools and 
charitable institutions at lower prices 
which reflect the value of the donated 
commodities. o 
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