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� Charting the Food Picture 

Dairy 

The number of milk cows on farms in 
1985 returned to approximately the level 
in 1977. Total milk production, how
ever, is an estimated 15 perent above 
1977 because of increased output per 
cow. 

A growing portion of the larger milk 
supply goes into government stocks. 
Government purchases from the market 
of both milkfat and rriilk solids-not-fat 
increased sharply in 1985, following a 
reduction in 1984. Government dona
tions rose slightly. 

Consumer expenditures for all dairy 
products rose at about the same rate as 
for all food items in 1984 and early 
1985. Meanwhile, government costs of 
the dairy price support program fell in 
1984, but have increased in 1985. 

Greatest IO-year sales increases have 
been in the "other cheese" category, 
which posted a 57 .5 percent increase 
from 1975 to 1984. This category con
sists of cheese other than American or 
cottage cheese. Sales of low-fat fluid 
milk per capita were up about 40 per
cent, while whole milk sales fell almost 
30 percent. 
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Increased Production per Cow Pushes up Total Milk Production 
Percent of 1977 
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Government Dairy Stocks Rise as Production Increases in 1985 
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Consumer Spending for Dairy Keeps Pace with All Food 

Percent of 1977 
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Cheese Sales Biggest Gainer, While Whole Milk Shows Largest Decline 
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Sugar and Coffee 

U.S. per capita consumption of high 
fructose com syrup (HFCS) continued to 
grow. More than one-fourth of per cap
ita sweetener consumption is now 
HFCS, up from a mere 1.2 percent 10 
years ago. HFCS use in soft drinks ac
counted for over two-thirds of the esti
mated 4.3 million tons of total HFCS 
consumption in 1984. 

Conversely, sugar has gone from sup
plying three-fourths of our sweetener 
consumption in 1975 to about half in 
1984. The price of sugar held stable in 
1984. 

The retail price of coffee, the leading 
U.S. agricultural import, rose during 
late I 984. However, the world price de
clined slightly, and the value of green 
coffee imports rose to $3.23 billion dur
ing the year. 

Per capita coffee consumption has 
been fairly stable since 1980, but re
mains almost 2.5 pounds below 1974's 
total of 12. 9 pounds. Roasted coffee has 
seen the largest declines over the dec
ade, dropping just over 2 pounds per 
person. Instant coffee has fallen about a 
half pound per person. 
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Per Capita Consumption of High Fructose Corn Syrup Gains at Sugar's Expense 
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World and U.S. Coffee Prices Rise in 1984 
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Transportation Trends 

Marketing of food and farm products 
involves all surface transportation. Rail
roads carry most of the grains and oil
seeds shipped interstate. Barges and 
railroads each transport more than 40 
percent of the grains and oilseeds mov
ing to ports for export, but fresh fruits 
and vegetables move chiefly by truck. 
In recent years, the volume of fresh 
fruits and vegetables shipped in truck 
trailers carried on railroad flat cars has 
increased. 

Rail rates have continually increased 
since 1974, but rates for food products 
tend to increase at about the same rate 
as those for all goods shipped. 

The cost of hauling fresh produce by 
truck escalated rapidly in the early 
1980's, but has leveled off since 1982. 

World capacity (tonnage) of vessels 
designed to carry bulk cargoes, such as 
grain and coal, has increased rather 
sharply over the past 20 years. U.S. 
ocean vessels account for a very small 
part of the total. While the U.S. fleet 
has grown somewhat since 1979, its ca
pacity remains smaller than in 1964. 
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Most Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Are Hauled by Truck 
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Rail Freight Rates for Food Products Have Nearly Tripled Since 1973 
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Cost of Handling Fresh Produce by Truck Steady Since 1982 
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World Bulk Carrier Tonnage Up Sharply Since 1964 
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