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The Federal Front 

Food and Nutrition Legislation 

Susan L. Pollack 
(202) 219-0696 

Numerous food and nutrition bills 
were introduced or became law in the 
101st Congress since April 1990. Sev­
eral bills are described below. 

Nutrition 

P.L. 101-330
The WIC Services Restoration Act

allows States with surplus WIC program 
funds to return them without penalty. 
Currently, the following year's funding 
level is reduced in States that return sur­
plus funds. The Special Supplemental 
Food Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) provides food assistance 
to people determined by local health pro­
fessionals to be at nutritional risk due to 
inadequate income and nutrition. 

Program funding is allocated to States 
based on a formula rather than on partici­
pation. Under P.L. 101-330, the returned 
funds will be redistributed to States expe­
riencing shortfalls through the WIC for­
mula. The law will also temporarily 
raise the spending ceiling for States with 
shortfalls. 

H.R. 4432-Rep. Jim Moody (WI) 
The Hunger Prevention and Nutrition 

Expansion Act of 1990 would amend the 
Hunger Prevention Act of 1986 to direct 
the Secretary of Agriculture to purchase 
and distribute $10 million worth of milk 
to soup kitchens annually in 1991-95. 
This would be in addition to the current 

The author is an agricultural economist with the U.S. 

Agricultural Policy Branch of the Agricultural and Trade 

Analysis Divisim. 

30 

Many of the food bills currently before Congress would update or improve food assistance, espe­

cially in the WIC and food stamp programs. 

$32 million annual authorization for the 
Soup Kitchen Commodities Program. 

H.R. 5126-Rep. George Miller (CA) 
The Model Good Samaritan Food 

Donation Act would encourage States 
and territories to donate wholesome food 
or grocery products to nonprofit organiza­
tions for distribution to the needy. The 

bill would allow donors to provide appar­
ently fit grocery products and food with­
out being liable for damage from the 
goods. This, however, does not exempt 
an injury to, or death of, a recipient that 
results from gross negligence or inten­
tional misconduct by the donor. "Appar-
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