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Durham University. King's college*
Farm economics branch POT FOR-P6B6ICAT1434.1

WAR-TITE TRENDS IN Li„zoua COSTS.

(Northern Counties). 1-4,1
myt

4V

4 Since the outbreak of war, at the request of the Ministry
of Agriculture, the Farm Econy:aics Branch has made regular
inquiries into the movements in farm wages in the northern
counties. This memorandum gives a summary of what has
happened .durincz.:the first two years of war.

2. The facts presented are drawn from the same 25 farms through-
out the period at quarter intervals. These farms are arran-
ged to represent three main types, viz :-

(1) Mixed Livestock; where the production of arable
crops takes second place to the production of
livestock and livestock products, e.g. a typical
Cumberland mixed farm.

(2) Mixed Arable, where cattle and sheep aresin the mains
co:apleilentary to the production of arable sale crops
e.g. a typical Tweedside

(3) Dairying, where, although a fair proportion of the,
land may be arable, and some return obtained from
the sale of cattle and sheep, yet the main emphasis
is definitely on milk production.

In order that the figures may be correctly understood, the
following explanations are necessary.

i) The inquiries have been concerned with the trend in
basic wages rather than the actual wages bill per
farm at any ti-me. Payments for overtime, therefore,
which vary from season to seasoh;717aveIeen ex-
cluded. On the other hand wages lost through sick-
ness and other incidental causes have been included.

(ii) Only Regular, Hired ',:orkers have been taken into
account; that is to say casual and unpaid family
workers are excluded.

(iii) The value of payments in kin6. (perquisites) as well
as cash waes, is 4,®-.1:14zA6d.

crlbabtol4c5

4. For each farming group the Table shows (i) Numbers of Hired
-aorkers,.and how the total is made up of rsales and females,
under and over 21 years of age. (Cols I to 5)

(ii) Full Contract wages. (excluding overtime) for these
workers, at quarterly intcrvals. (Col. 7)

(iii) Percentage changpss compared with September 1939,
in Numbers Employed; and in Total Contract Wages
(Cols 6 and 8 respectively). These are the trends.

5, Further calculations have been made to illustrate the trend
in labour cost. For this purpose the different classes of
labour have been reduced to a common measure by reckoning
each male over 21, as ONE UNIT each female over 21 as
7/10ths of a unit, each male under 21 as b/lOths of a unit,
and each female under 21 as 5/10ths of a unit. Each unit
is described as a HireC,'Han Equivalent.

6. The numbers employed in terms of Hired Man Equivalent and
the cost per Hired Man Equivalent are set out in Columns
9 to 12.
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7. The following general conclusions may be noted:

i Total numbers of wol'ker . - increased in all groups.

The numbers of female 'workers.. increased in all
groups._

(iii) There...has been nosubstitution of. adult male' •workers
by females . or  younger. e •-workers

. .
(IV) TI.a.,e propotti'onater:.ingde.,se in nu ibers eaployed ,was. •

greatest on.. the Mixed Livestock . .fp4-rils and least on
the-Tidxqd ,Arable far:as . •

(vii

. .

• ...

.
The p-ropot-Ei °nate Total Contractbi-,Wages
was • greatest on the Hixed.' .4'-‘).r.a.ba.e farms the :other
two g.r op.ps..being about even.

• •
The proportionate . increase • in tyle, r,..b.o0.-t per unit of
labour (HiredMan Equivalent) wa''..1-i-ighest on the
!":.„ d Arable faras end loweeb on thc Ihxeo
Farms: 2 . ..• .

This calculation, % of-:_cou.pp, depends largely on
. •

Ole "equi• valents" ..‘..
, •

0112= the Iiix.eCt Livestock farms, 6,1.jout half the increase
in total .contract,.. \--Tases occurred, in the first year of

in the other ..two groups, about two-thirds of
the increase occurred-. in the same period.

.Farm Economics Branch,
Gollegc„

Newcast le-on-Tyne .

November, 1941.
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COND7r DENTIAL
NOT izr,./Izi PLADLICATION

nixed ai
710 Farms
1939 ,Sept..

Dec.
1940 Illarch

June
Sept.
Dec.

1941 March
June.
Sept.

Dairy Farmin
1939 Sept.

Dec.
1940.3:arcia

June
Sept.
Dec.

1941 March
June"
Sept,

-3-axed Arable
1939 Sept, -
1940

June
Sept.
Dec.

- 1941. March
June
Sept.

Males
Over 21

TRENDS IN LAIJO:UR. COSTS,. (Northern Counties).

Ho. of Worker,., 
Total Contract

Females , T61 Total Wa .es

Under 21 Over ' 21„1 Undei' 21 
Workeiis jqept _= -100 g Se t=1

1 . 3

34
34
33
32
32
35
37 7
37 .8
37 10
8 Titar-fis
29
29 •
28
29 11

31 13
29 10

29 12

29
29
Farms
59
58
60
58
50
57
60
63

10

7

22.
20
2-3
20
25
23
23
22

2 - 44
2 - 45

3 2 48
3 2 46

3 2 46
2 3 47
2 3 49

3 4 52

3 4 54

100
102
109
105
105
107
111
118
123

2 - 37 100

2 - 37 100

3 - 40 108

3 - 41 116

2 2 48 130

4 2 45 122

4 2 47 127

5 2 45 122

4 2 44 119

8 2 91 100

9 2 89 93

6 2 91 100

8 - 92 101

7 _ 90 99

8 - 88 97

11 1 95 104

12 1 98 108

363
376
403,
38U
456
456
479
513
547

318
322
341
379
433
438
450
474
471

641
659
726
904
900
886
991
1033

No. Hired Cost Per Hired

Man Egaixalent Tian Ea.,taivaL9y.:4.

o Lp_e_pt=ris -FL. - 1 Sep--E=1 60-

1
100 402 100 9.15 100

102 40.8 101 9.22 101

110 42.1 105 9.57 105

105 40.5 101 9.58 105

124 40.5 101 1126 123

124 42.1 105 1083 118

130 44.1 110 10.86 119

139 45.9 114 11.18 122

149 47.1 117 11.61 127

100 34.9 100 9.35 100

101 34.0. 100 9.47 101

107 35.5 104 9.61 103

119 37.7 111 :10.05 107

136 412 121 10.51 112

138 388 114 11.29 121

142 40.0 118 11.25 120

149 33.9 114 12.18 nO

148 38.2 112 12.33 132

100 78.8 100 8.13 100

103 77.3 98 0.53 105

113 79.0 100 9.19 113

141 79.2 101 11.41 140

140 77.9 99 11.55 142

138 76.4 97 11.60 143

155 82.0 104 12.09 149

161 85.1 108 12.14 149
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