%‘““‘“\N Ag Econ sxes
/‘ RESEARCH IN AGRICUITURAL & APPLIED ECONOMICS

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

Give to AgEcon Search

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu

aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only.
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.

No endorsement of AgEcon Search or its fundraising activities by the author(s) of the following work or their
employer(s) is intended or implied.


https://shorturl.at/nIvhR
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/

3e

4o

5,’

/.
Oo.

Farm economics branch METF-FOR-HOBRCATION

?Durham. University. King's collegediiwr bmdimt

WAR-TIME TRENDS IN LabOUR COSTS. P

(Northern Counties).

Since the outbreak of war, at the recquest of the IMinistry
of Agriculture, the Farm Econoaics Dranch has made regular
inquiries into tne movements in farm wages in the northern
counties, This memorandum gives a summary of what has
happened during the first two yeors of war,

The facts presented are c¢rawn from the same 25 farms through-
out the period at cuarter intervals, These farms are arran-
ged to represent three mein types, viz :-

(1) Irixed Livestock, where the production of arable
crops takes second place to the production of
livestock and livestock products, e.g, a typical
Cumberland mixed farm,

(2) Viyeé irable, where cattle and sheep are,in the main,
lemenc9lv to the production of arable sale crops
e.b. tlecal Tweedside Iara,

(3) Dairying, where, although a fair proportion of the
lanc may be ar aule, and some return obtained fronm
the sale of cattle and sheep, yet the main emphasis
1s definitely on milk production,

In order that the figures may be correctly understood, the

following ”~1anatlons are necescary,

(1) The inguiries have been concerned with the trend in
basic wages rather than the actual wages bill 3 ver
Term at any tine, Payments for gvertime, therefore,
which vary from seascn to season, have been ex-
cluded. On the other hana_wabeo lost through sick=-
ness cnd other incidental causes have been included.

(ii) Only Regular, Hired workers have been taken into

account, that is to say casual and unpaid Iaﬂlly
workers are excluded,

(iii) The value of payments in kind (perquisites) as well
a8 cash wages, is eed=ué@d
o tAClwdad

Tor each farming group the Table shows (i) Numbers of Hired

diorkers, and how the total is made up of “lales and females,

under and over 21 years of age. (Cols 1 to 5).

(ii) Full Contract Wages (excluding overtime) Ffor these
workers, at guarterly intervals., (Col., 7).

(iii) Percentage changes, compared with September 1939,

in Nunbers maployed, and in Total Contract Wages
(Cols 6 and 8 re s(ectlvely). These are the trends.

Further calculations have been made to illustrate the trend
in labour cost. TFor this purpose the ¢ifferent classes of
labour have been reduced to a common measure by reckoning
each male over 21, as ONE UNIT; each female ove: 21 as
7/10ths of a unit, each male under 21 as 6/10ths of a unit,
and each female unoer 21 as 5/10ths of a unit., HEach unit
is described as a Hired lan Equivalent.

The numbers employed in terms of Hired lian Hquivalent and
the cost per Hired ilan Houivalent are set out in Columms
9 to 12,




7. The following general conclu ions may be noted:~

.419 i

Total nuﬂoers of workers 1ncreasea in all groups

The numbers of female workers increased in all
groups.<.- '

';There has been no -substitution of adult male Workers
bj fenales oxr younge¢ male Worﬁers. o

)

»,

~The propor 1onate 1ncrease in au1bers employed Was
.greatest on. the Mix ed leestock far@s ang least on
'tﬂe ylxed Arable faras,

The proportionate increase."in Total Contract:Wages
~was greatest on the IMixed Arable farus the ‘other
two groups belng about even, ;

The proportlonate indrease in. the 'cost per unit of

labour (Hired lian LGHlV&lCﬂt) wa§“highest on the

Ilixed Arable farms end lowest on the lixed Livestock

ﬁarms. g e

~This calculatloa, of course9 depends largely on
the ‘equivalents® uoed ST P

NﬁChfthe lixed Livestock farws ‘4Bout half the increase
‘in total. contract wages occurred in the first year of

" wary in the othe“;uwo groups, about two-thirds of

. the increase occurvoo 1n the same period,

'D.H, DINSDALE,

“J.R. JUDSON.

. Farm ECOﬂDllCS Jruaca,;
“King's College,
Newcastle- on-Tyne@'»

Noveubur, 1941.
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i . No. of Workers, ' Total Contract | No. Hired | Cost PET Hired
| liales ____TFemales . Total X Total Wages. Men Equivalentgsillen Bquivalent.
B Over 21|Under 21 Goer o1 Under 2k . Workers | Sept = 100 1 Sept=100 Il No, | Sept=100Q £ | Sept=100
THixed L/StK. 1. ST 2. 4, 5 6, ] 8, 1 __J» Lo, T Il 2.
(10 Forms). - P
1939 .Sept.
Dec.
1940 iarch
June
Sepla
Dec.
1941 I=arch
June
Sept.
Dairy Farming (
1939 Sept.
Dec.
1940 Tarch
: June
Sepb.
Dec.
1941 Iarch
June’
Septy,
-ixed arable (7 Ta ns ),
1939 5o,
1940 &pril
June
Sept.
Dec.
1941. Jarch
. June
Sept.

44 100 100 40,2 100 100
102 ; 102 40,8 101 101
109 110 42,1 105 . 105
105 105 40.5 101 9,58 105
105 56 124 40,5 101 ' 12
107 124 42,1 105 ; 11
111 130 . 110 8 119
118 5 139 : 114 . (11,18 122
123 149 117 127
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100 } ) 100 ( 100 100
100 ' 101 . O 100 10L
108 34 107 . 104 103
116 119 111 107
130 : 136 . 121 112
122 8 138 O 114 121
127 5 142 118 120
122 149 ‘ 114 130
119 143 112 132

o
Sh

100 100 100
98 103 98
100 | 113 100 113
101 141 101 140
99 9 140 99
97 138 97
104 155 , 104 149
103 161 : 108
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