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BOOK REVIEWS

Famine—1975!, William and Paul Paddock, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London,
1967. Pp. x+276. 42s.

The World Food Problem: A Report of the President’s Science Advisory Com-
mittee, Vol. II — Report of the Panel on the World Food Supply, The White
House, Washington, D.C., U.S.A., May, 1967. Pp. xxi+772. $ 2.75.

The Food Problem of Developing Countries, Organization for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development, Paris, France, 1968. Pp. 114. $ 3.00.

The post-war phenomenon of the Developing Countries as a group becoming
net importers of foodgrains from the position of net exporters has become a
matter of grave concern. And this trend is steadily getting accentuated. During
the years preceding World War 11, the less developed regions of Asia, Africa and
Latin America together exported, on a net basis, 11 million tons of foodgrains to
the developed world. By the close of World War II, the net flow of grain was
reversed, moving from the developed to the less developed world. From 1948
to 1952, an average of 4 million tons per year flowed from the developed to the less
developed regions. The flow increased to 13 million metric tons annually during
the 1957-59 period and 20 million tons in 1961.1 A recent Report by the FAO
estimates that the gross import requirement of the developing food importing
countries in 1975 may vary from 27.6 million tons to 6.2 million tons depending
upon the ‘low’ and ‘high’ growth rates in production.2

In view of these observed and projected trends, a legitimate question arises :
are the developing countries losing the capacity to feed their population? All
the three publications cited above seek to find an answer to this question—and
in the process, examine with a wealth of relevant material, associated problems of
international trade and aid, nutrition and health, and welfare in general. This
review, however, dees not aim at a comprehensive review of these publications,
but concentrates attention on those portions which are germane to India and her
food problem.

As the blurb on the jacket of Famine—1975! suggests, the central question
posed by Paddock brothers is : Is the world doomed to starvation? And the
answer, according to them beyond doubt, is in the affirmative. Now, if, as the
authors believe, by 1975 the only country with the capacity for substantial food
aid will be America, a most embarrassing dilemma will confront that country :
whom to give and how much? The Paddock brothers argue that America will
have to apply the classical medical ‘triage’ method. Like doctors in the battle-
field trying to make the best out of the limited resources, she will have to decide
which countries to save and which to sacrifice. The authors, convinced of their
competence and of their concern for humanity, felt that they should help the policy-

1. Lester Brown : Increasing World Food Output, Foreign Agricultural Economic Report
No. 25, United States Department of Agriculture, U.S.A., 1965, p. vi.

2. Agricultural Commodities — Projections for 1975 and 1985, Vol. I, Food and Agriculture,
Organization of the United Nations, Rome, 1967, p. 76.
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makers in this critical decision. They, therefore, survey the prospects of food
demand and supply globally as well as for individual countries over whom the
doom is hanging, and make specific recommendations.

The medical ‘Triage’ thesis, it may be mentioned, is concerned with assigning
of priority of treatment to the wounded brought to the battlefield hospital in a
time of mass casualty. The wounded are divided on the basis of three categories :
(@) “Can’t-be-saved,” (b) “Walking wounded'and (¢) “Can-be-saved” by im-
mediate medical care. The only way to save the maximum number of lives in
the circumstance of critically limited resources is not to waste them on the ‘can’t-
be-saved.’

Applying the Triage theory to food aid, the authors.come to the conclusion
that India—along with Haiti and Egypt—‘‘can’t-be-saved;” from which it rationally
follows that she need not be saved. The argument briefly is : (1) it will be beyond
the resources of the U.S. to keep famine out of India during the 1970’s, (2) Indian
agriculture is too antiquated, (3) the present government is too inefficient to inau-
gurate a long-range agricultural development,® (4) its population tidal wave is
too overwhelming, and lastly and perhaps significantly (5) ““if we (U.S.A.) cut-off
the food to India we are not losing a reliable friend. Nor do we gain an enemy
able to do us serious hurt.” The argument ends with a compassionate moan:
“We do condemn a segment of the human race to disastrous suffering, people
who in the end, may be worthy to receive our limited food aid.” Let us hope,
India would some day be worthy and thank Paddock brothers for their con-
dolence.

The Report of the Panel of the (U.S) President’s Science Advisory Committee
on World Food Supply is a monumental work, rich with facts and penetrating
analysis. The Panel has devoted a special chapter to Evaluation of Population
and Food Production Problems in India. The chapter is a model of concise pre-
sentation of a wealth of sophisticated data. The chapter gives a 4-page summary,
10 charts, each facing its one or two page interpretation, and two Appendices
containing 11 tables of statistical data used in chart presentations. The chapter
thus condenses material on which a research apprentice would have written a prolix
thesis.

The major conclusion of the Panel is : India can achieve foodgrain self-
sufficiency by 1976. ““This calls for the tripling of historical rate of increase in
yield per acre, but with the advent of intensive cultivation, high fertilizer dosages,
and improved seed varieties, it is certainly within reach technologically, provided
all the necessary farm inputs are made available in a balanced and timely sequence.
Nevertheless, it calls for effort on a scale that has not been paralleled elsewhere
in the world over so short a period.” This is a somewhat more cheerful prognosis,
but with a cautioning caveat. The Panel considers the Government of India’s
target of achieving self-sufficiency by 1971 unrealistic, ‘even though technically
feasible.” Let us examine its analysis in more details. According to the Panel,
by 1976, India’s population will grow to 648 million (GOI estimate 630 million),

3. In fact, “of all the national leaderships, the Indian comes close to being the most childish
and inefficient and perversely determined to cut the country’s economic throat.” Paddock: op. cit.,
p. 217.
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and gross national income to Rs. 230 billion. The combined impact of these
two demand factors would imply a human foodgrain demand in 1976 of 104.3
million metric tons—at 15.6 ounces per person per day. Let us accept all these
estimates as valid. The Panel’s estimates of gross and net harvested foodgrain
production in 1976 are 135.5 million and 104.1 million metric tons respectively.
This means a deduction of 31.4 million tons or approximately by 23 per cent from
gross production, for seed, feed and storage and other losses, as against 12.5
per cent post-harvest disappearance factor assumed in Indian statistics. On the
basis of a disappearance factor of 12.5 per cent, gross production needed in 1976
for the estimated requirement of 104.3 million tons would be about 119 million
tons—not 135.7 as estimated by the Panel. We may accept the Panel’s estimates
of seed and feed requirements, but the post-harvest losses—estimated at 17.3
per cent—in processing, handling, storage and pests—, are anybody’s guess. If
all the calculations of the Panel were to be accepted, the gap between human
foodgrain demand and supply would come to (—) 2 million tons in 1956, the year
in which cereal prices were 24 per cent below the 1952-53 level!

The Panel’s Report, besides estimating India’s foodgrain demand and supply
for 1976, 1981 and 1986, makes a valuable contribution through its estimates of
irrigation, fertilizer and pesticide requirements as well as of the capital cost of
achieving foodgrain self-sufficiency. The cumulative capital cost of achieving
self-sufficiency by 1986 (over the 22-year period from 1964 to 1986) is placed at
$ 29.0 billion, or $1.32 billion per year—approximately Rs. 1,000 crores. This
includes investments necessary for agro-industry and farm inputs and directly
associated fertilizer and foodgrain transportation. On the vital question of pricing
of inputs (fertilizer) and output (Sonara 63 wheat), the Panel states that ata 3 : 1
price ratio, the farmer will be able to apply the most profitable dose of fertilizer
(92 kgs./hectare of NPK) and earn a net return of 183 per cent on his fertilizer
cash outlay.

The main concern of the OECD Study was to examine the bilateral and
international programmes aimed at increasing food production and improving the
nutritional levels in the Developing Countries with a view to maximizing their
effect. For the purpose of this Review, our main interest is in portions which deal
with the agricultural prospects of the Developing Countries. One major finding of
the study is that during 1965-1980, the demand for food in the Developing Countries
will outstrip production by an annual rate varying from 0.65 to 0.30 per cent,
depending upon the lower (2.60 per cent per year) and the higher (3.10 per cent
per year) assumptions regarding the growth rate for food production. (Actual
for 1953-65=2.85 per cent.) In these calculations, population is assumed to grow
at 2.58 per cent per annum and income available for consumption at the rate of
1.60 and 1.80 per cent. Income elasticity for food is assumed at 0.40 and 0.45.
On the basis of these calculations, the gap between demand and production, in
monetary terms (1965 prices) would grow to 4 to 8 billion dollars per year by 1980.
These figures of the net trade gap in themselves do not reveal enough about the
food problem in some large regions. Some Developing Countries would be net
exporters of food, others will be net importers, and the export proceeds of the
former will not be available to finance imports of the latter.

A very interesting section in the study contains projections of agricultural land
per head of agricultural population both in the Developed and Developing Countries.
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In 1965, in thh Developed Countries, there were 6.14 hectares of agricultural land
(adjusted for pastures) per head of agricultural population, as against just 1 hectare
in the Developing Countries. By the year 2000, the former will increase to 12.90
hectares and the latter will decrease to 0.57 hectare. This is likely to happen not
because of any increase in agricultural land in the Developed Countries—it is
assumed to remain constant—, but because the agricultural population will be
reduced to just 50 million (from 105 million in 1965). In the Developing Countries,
on the other hand, the agricultural population is expected to be doubled (400
million). This analysis, though subject to all the limitations of long-term projec-
tions, is highly significant for development strategy. If the population growth
trend does not markedly slow down, the Developing Countries will be confronted
with a most formidable problem of accommodating larger and larger numbers of
labour force in their already over-crowded agriculture. Even if population in
agriculture grows at a slower rate of 2.1 per cent per year against 3.5 per cent
in non-agriculture, the higher growth in the GDP (5.3 per cent per annum) in
non-agriculture compared to agriculture (2.8 per cent), will widen the disparity
in the per capita incomes of the two sectors from 4.3 : 1 in 1965 to 5.0 : I in
1980. If this is to be avoided, productivity in agriculture has to increase at a much
faster rate and employment in non-agriculture has to grow more rapidly. The
implications of the above for investment and development strategy in the Develop-
ing Countries need serious thought.

M. L. DANTWALA

Agricultural Innovations in Indian Villages, Frederick C. Fliegel, Prodipto Roy,
Lalit K. Sen and Joseph E. Kivlin, National Institute of Community Deve-
lopment, Hyderabad (A.P.), 1968. Pp. 119. Rs. 12.00.

Agricultural Innovation Among Indian Farmers, Prodipto Roy, Frederick C. Fliegel,
Joseph E. Kivlin and Lalit K. Sen, National Institute of Community Deve-
lopment, Hyderabad (A.P.), 1968. Pp. iv4112. Rs. 10.00.

Communication in India—Experiments in Introducing Change, Joseph E. Kivlin,
Prodipto Roy, Frederick C. Fliegel and Lalit K. Sen, National Institute of
Community Development, Hyderabad (A.P.), 1968. Pp. 56. Rs. 4.00.

The experiments in introducing the improved methods of production are old
in India. Serious attempts in this direction were undertaken, however, in 1952
with the commencement of the Community Development projects. Nearly 16
years have passed since the community development projects were started. Ac-
ceptance of the use of some of the improved practices by Indian farmers during this
period has surpassed even the most optimistic expectations of the social scientists.
This has proved beyond doubt the inherent openness of mind of the so-called
traditional farmers. The demand for fertilizers and that for the use of improved
seeds has in fact outrun the supply planned for these inputs by a very wide margin.
In this situation we find ourselves confronted with scarcity of essential inputs
rather than their relative abundance. Farm production is now being held back
not by resistance of farmers to change but by shortage of improved inputs.
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Though the general character of the farmer’s approach to change is thus one
of ready acceptance of a change, those research workers who have tried to probe
into the problem have found that the response to change varies among farmers.
These variations are governed, according to them, by several factors. What
factors dominate the adoption of improved practices, whether they are economic
forces or they are social factors, is still an unsettled question among scientists of
different social disciplines.

The three publications under review take up for investigation this problem
of varying response to change. Their central theme is to investigate into the
relationship between the adoption of improved practices and various social and
economic characteristics of farmers and villages and also the influences of different
media of communication. Thus between them these publications provide a
comprehensive study of the problem. The study has been designed to take into
account the varying geographical background. For this reason, it was spread
over three different States, Bengal, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh and over
108 different villages. Such States as Bihar so also the villages where adoption
was complete (over 95 per cent) or where adoption had not yet made any headway
(adoption by less than 5 per cent of farmers), were excluded to avoid a highly
skewed distribution. At the village level the characteristics related to the adoption
of improved practices include leadership, extension agency contact, geographic
isolation factors, e.g., distances from such centres as railway station, post offices,
mandi centres, etc., and mental isolation factors, such as favourableness or other-
wise of leaders towards health programmes, agricultural programmes, etc., urban
contact and use of mass media, radios, etc. Such other factors as human re-
sources, which include population, male and female literacy, higher level education,
and non-human resources such as land, cattle, electricity, oil engines, irrigation,
grain mills, have also been studied. The analysis covers also social and economic
institutional structures, such as agricultural structure denoted by farm labourers
per cultivator, size of cultivated holding, concentration of ownership, etc., occupa-
tional structure, caste structure, existence of formal, traditional and non-traditional
organizations, c.g., religious organization, co-operatives, etc. Such factors as
levels of living facilities for education and health services, communication are also
covered. At farmers’ level fewer variables are studied. Most important among
them included in the study are extension contact, size of holding, attitude towards
borrowing, urban contact, education, level of living, social participation, use of
mass media, political knowledge, caste, etc. Thus the coverage of the characteris-
tics related with a change is quite comprehensive. Of the three stages of adop-
tion, viz., knowledge, trial and actual adoption, in so far as the analysis of the
relationship to different characteristics with the adoption is concerned, the extent
of trial, the second stage, has been selected by the study as the indicator of adoption.
One of the reasons for this may be that the proportion of farmers undertaking
trial of different practices seems to closely resemble normal distribution curve.
The other two are highly skewed. Further, the problem of aggregating adoption
of different practices can be a complicated one. This has been tackled in the
study with the necessary expertise. A uni-dimensional scale has been used with
the help of Gutman score. This ensures necessary care in the measurement of an
abstract index of aggregate picture of adoption of improved practices.

The three studies lead to some very bold conclusions. To mention a few :
Tenancy is not related to the adoption of improved practices; farm size is very
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highly related with it; more than the literacy or educational level, it is the contact
with the urban centres or with the extension agency that facilitates adoption of
improved practices; supply of hired labour compared to the number of cultiva-
tors acts as a limiting factor; and between the social and economic characteristics
the former seem to dominate. Among social characteristics secular orientation
of leaders has a greater influence on the adoption of improved practices than
caste cohesion.

Of all the resources, rural electrification stands out in its influences on the
adoption of improved practices. Among the resources surprisingly, the supply
of bullock power is not related to the adoption of improved practices. Among
village characteristics, an important factor to influence change is the index of
mental isolation factors rather than that of geographic isolation factors. At
farmers’ level political knowledge and at the village level the existence of a number
of political parties were two highly important factors compared to even caste or
religious organizations. Between formal and informal organizations the former
has greater influence than the latter.  Cataloguing of results can be extended
still further. A sample of some of them given here is however sufficient to indicate
the nature of the study.

The study has merits as far as it goes. It, however, does not go far enough.
We have a hunch that instead of the second stage, i.e., trial, if the third stage, i.e.,
actual adoption were to be selected to represent adoption, the order of importance
of some of the factors influencing adoption would have changed. For fuller
study it would be considered necessary to investigate the influences at all the three
stages. This would have enabled us to isolate the influences that operate at dif-
ferent stages. One would expect social factors, organizations, contacts, communi-
cations to dominate the acquisition of knowledge or undertaking trials of im-
proved practices. As against this at the stage of actual adoption of improved
practices, economic factors, education, etc., would dominate more than other
factors. It is at the level of actual adoption we can argue that the profitability of
inducing change would be more carefully considered by the farmer. In fact, some
of the studies that have used actual adoption as the index have indicated better
relationship of adoption with economic factors than that with the social factors.
Particularly, tenure status, debt position, etc., are found to be the important
factors influencing adoption.  The selection of the second stage of trial as the
index of adoption by the authors leaves the question regarding final dominance of
social or economic factors still unanswered despite the comprehensive character
of the study.

For the depth, comprehensiveness and expertise that have gone into these
three studies, the research reported in the publications of the National Institute
of Community Development would be received widely and remembered long.
Some of the questions raised but that remained unanswered in the study may pro-
fitably be taken up by a future study to be undertaken by other scholars or the
authors themselves. These publications even in their present form are nevertheless
a valuable addition to a relatively meagre literature on the very vital aspect of
economic change in the rural areas.

C. H. SHAH
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Village Community Projects in India, V. P. Pande, University of Saugar, Sagar,
Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1967. Pp. x + 258. Rs. 20.00.

The community development programme in India has been very much in the
limelight since 1952. The big push given to the programme by enthusiasts under
the patronage of the late Shri Jawaharlal Nehru soon after Tndependence led
people to think of it as a panacea for all ills afflicting the rural people. The turn
in the tide against the programme has been equally violent. Critics have, of late,
dubbed the programme as a complete failure and a social waste of scarce resources.
Any writing on the programme, which has cost the exchequer about Rs. 535 crores
in the course of the three Plans, is always welcome for future guidance. Pande’s
effort is still more interesting since he not only analyses the Village Community
Projects initiated in Independent India, but also throws light on the earlier attempts
of rural reconstruction.

The history of rural reconstruction efforts has been divided into three periods.
During the first period (1860-1920) isolated attempts at rural development were
made by Christian missionaries. The second period (1920-1947) witnessed the
launching of rural reconstruction movements by Indian patriots, enlightened
officials, quasi-missionary societies and even some enlightened princes. The story
of the third period (1947 onwards) is all too familiar. This period marks the
beginning of community development programmes in force to-day in India.

The first attempts at rural reconstruction in India were made by Christian
missionaries. - As early as 1793, Dr. William Carey established the ‘ Agricultural
and Horticultural Society of India’ aimed at uplifting the economic status of
farmers in Bengal. These attempts took a somewhat systematic shape with the
establishment of Christian peasant settlements. In 1920 the total number of
Christian peasant settlements in India was at least 83. The attempts of most
Christian missionaries for rural development, however, proved to be shortlived
and at best were confined to the converts only. Religious animosity, lack of
official patronage for programmes in non-Christian areas, etc., made these attempts
very much of a localised affair.

Recognizing the failure of the earlier attempts, the International Missionary
Council Conference held at Jerusalem in 1928 outlined a new approach to rural
problems. The Conference sought to give an integrated character to the rural
reconstruction programmes. The village was to be the unit of endeavour in
rural missionary work. All aspects of rural life, i.e., health, education, farming,
etc., were to be encompassed by the programme. Thus, the Jerusalem Con-
ference laid down the principles, aims and methods of community development
programme as early as 1928.

Indian patriots and social workers were on their own engaged in experiments
of rural reconstruction even prior to the Jerusalem Conference. Tagore’s efforts
at Sriniketan, Mahatma Gandhi’s experiments at Champaran and Sevagram
were some of these. F.L. Brayne’s efforts in the Gurgaon district during 1920 to
1928 also deserve a special mention. The installation of ‘popular ministries’ in
1937 led to the initiation of rural development schemes on an official level.  The
real push to the programmes, however, came after Independence. The Firka
Development Scheme in Madras, the Pilot Project in Etawah and the Nilokheri



80 INDIAN JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

Project all acted as the forerunners of the present day version of community
development programme in the country. The concept of a ‘multipurpose’ village
level worker owes a great deal to these projects, particularly to the Etawah Pilot
Project.

The final stage of the drama of rural development programmes in India
started with the launching of 55 Community Projects in 1952. This stage cul-
minated in the spread of the movement, though in a much diluted form all over
the country. The entire country was brought under these programmes by 1963.

Pande has rendered a valuable service in very lucidly outlining the genesis
of the community development movement in India. His account of the work
done by Christian missionaries makes very interesting reading. The author
has rightly highlighted the value of India’s experiences in community develop-
ment for developing countries. He states, *“...the survey shows how a community
development programme works under varied circumstances. .. Thus India
possesses valuable experiences in the field of community development which
could be useful to all developing countries engaged in a crusade against ignorance
and poverty.” (p. 194.)

The chapter on “Conclusions’ is the weakest part of the book. After having
provided a brilliant account of the genesis of the community development move-
ment in India, the author has failed to present a good analysis of the causes of
success or failure of the various movements. His analysis is stereotyped.
Adequate attention has not been paid to analyse the weak and strong points of
community development programmes as they are run and operated today. Some
of the inferences drawn by the author indicate lack of understanding of the basic
motivations of Indian farmers. For instance, the author’s prescription, “Hence,
if we want the Indian farmer to work for more than a bare subsistence and to
plan his family he may well be asked to pay more land revenue than he is paying
at present” (p. 197) is indeed based on very strange economic logic. The re-
commendation of using legal provisions for ensuring high standards of efficiency
in farming (pp. 199-200) is indicative of lack of realism. The recommendations
relating to the role and qualifications of a village level worker (p. 201) are equally
out of tune with the actual needs of the programme. The author’s charge on
the weaker sections of the village having been ignored by the village level worker
(p. 202) comes too soon after his own recommendation for extending the principle
of “selective approach” (such as the Intensive Agricultural District Programme)
“,..to those communities who have greater production potential.” (p. 202.)
Special economic programmes rather than the appointment of special workers for
scheduled castes, as has been suggested by the author, are needed to take care
of the economically non-viable rural households.

The author has failed to put his finger on the most glaring shortcoming of
community development programmes launched in India since 1948. These
programmes lacked sound economic foundations. For instance, prior to the
introduction of the high-yielding varieties, agricultural development programmes
did not have much to offer to the farmer by way of improved farming techniques.
Further, the farmer instead of being treated as a rational decision-maker was
merely dubbed as an ‘‘lliterate and ignorant creature.” Another major short-
coming of the programme lies in its faulty administrative set-up. It has now
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become amply evident that the concept of a ‘multipurpose’ village level worker
is unsuited to meet the needs of Indian farmers. This fact has been brought
into much sharper focus after the introduction of the high-yielding varieties. More-
over, saddling the field staff with administrative burdens of handling the supply
of farm inputs leaves very little time at their disposal for advisory work.

The obvious successes of community development programmes in India
cannot also be ignored. While the programme failed to uplift the productivity
of Indian agriculture till recently, a great deal of awareness about the role of
modern agricultural inputs was created in the rural areas. The adoption of high-
yielding varieties at a record pace is an evidence of this fact. Secondly, the pro-
gramme has created a great deal of political awakening among the rural masses,
a phenomenon which gives hope and confidence in the viability of Indian demo-
cracy.

To sum up, Pande is to be congratulated for providing a very interesting
account of the genesis of the community development movement in India. The
value of the book could have been considerably enhanced had the author attempted
a much closer scrutiny of community development programmes initiated in India
after 1952. However, all those interested in the subject will find the book under
review very interesting and instructive.

JAa1 KRISHNA

Harold H. Mann—The Social Framework of Agriculture : India, Middle East,
England, Edited by Daniel Thorner, Vora & Co., Publishers Private Ltd.,
Bombay, 1967. Pp. xxx-+501. Rs. 25.00.

This volume has a selection of thirty-five papers of the late Harold H. Mann
who is well-known among agricultural economists for his path-breaking and
pioneering survey of the Deccan village, Pimpla Soudagar in 1913-15. The
papers are grouped under six parts, and three of the parts, viz., Part [I—*Village
Studies in India and England,” Part III—Town Studies in India,” and Part VI—
‘Agricultural Science and Method’ present the results of his enquiries into social and
physical phenomena. The earliest of these enquiries relates to “Life in an Agri-
cultural Village in England,” and originally appeared in the Sociological Papers,
1904, London. Two of these, “Note on the Diet of Tea Garden Coolies in
Upper Assam and its Nutritive Value,” and ‘Calcutta Drink Shops’ were written
during the period 1900-1907 when Harold H. Mann served in Calcutta as the
Scientific Officer to the Indian Tea Association. Of the other papers in these
three parts, a large number relates to results of enquiries conducted in two Deccan
villages and in Poona and Bombay cities. These enquiries were conducted during
the period 1907-1927, when Mann was the Principal of the Agricultural College
at Poona and Agricultural Chemist to the Bombay Government and subsequently
Director of Agriculture for the Bombay Presidency. Part I, entitled ‘Approach
and Outlook’ presents four papers in which Mann outlines his approach to science
in general and scientific social surveys in particular. The nine papers brought
together in Part IV, under the title ‘The Social Setting of Agricultural Development
in India’ contain reflections and critical comments on Indian agricultural deve-
lopment and suggestions for rural development. Part V of the volume under the
title “The U.S.S.R. and The Middle East’ brings together Mann’s review of the
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collective farm system in Russia, two papers on Turkey, and two reports, one on
wheat and another on millets in the Middle East from the Empire Journal of Ex-
perimental Agriculture.

F.C. Bawden, F.R. S., Director of the Rothamsted Experimental Station
and Daniel Thorner of the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Sorbonne, Paris,
both contributed introductions, the first emphasizing Mann’s career as a man of
Science, the second his work as a student of society.

The volume will have an appeal to all those interested in scientific enquiries.
When woolly theories based on axioms of doubtful validity are tending to be
fashionable in social sciences, Mann’s vigorous and passionate plea for experi-
mental approach in science, careful and systematic observation, and intensive
study of social conditions over comparatively small areas deserves attention.

In his enquiries he faithfully and successfully applied the methodology of
research outlined by him. In presenting the results of enquiries, Mann shows
the spirit of a true scientist. He never hesitates to confess the limitations of his
data, takes extreme care in pointing out the conditions under which the inferences
drawn are valid, and never draws an inference which is not warranted by the
facts under observation. These are qualities which should be cultivated by all
research workers and the volume could be an inspiring and valuable reference
work for courses in research methodology in social sciences.

The enquiries of Mann are praiseworthy for another reason. All of them
were motivated by a deep and genuine concern for the welfare and progress of the
community in which he was situated. The problems he chose for his enquiries
were those with which people around him were struggling for a solution. He
threw a flood of light on these problems by his enquiries and helped his contem-
poraries to see them with a better perspective.

Mann displays a keen historical sense in his enquiries. The paper on “A
Deccan Village under the Peshwas” is noteworthy as an essay in economic history.
In this Mann shows how the economic history of the country could be understood
better from the ‘unprinted records of village vicissitudes than in the more showy
array of documents concerning conquests and Governments, princes and their
retainers, or palaces and their inhabitants.” This paper should be of particular
interest to students of economic history of India.

Though Mann’s enquiries were conducted more than five decades ago the
inferences and policy conclusions are not of mere historical interest. This reviewer
is struck by the relevance of the papers— The Supply of Milk in Indian Cities’
(1914) and ‘The Provision of Milch Cattle Stables in Bombay’ (1919)—to the
contemporary scene of Indian Cities.

This reviewer has no doubt that this volume will be a source of inspiration
for research workers both here and abroad. It was very thoughtful of the editors
to have included two photographs of Harold H. Mann, one, taken in 1915, and
another taken at the age of 84. Daniel Thorner deserves our gratitude for editing
these papers, and for his excellent introduction.

G. PARTHASARATHY



