|

7/ “““\\\ A ECO" SEARCH

% // RESEARCH IN AGRICULTURAL & APPLIED ECONOMICS

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

Give to AgEcon Search

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu
aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only.
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.


https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu

Vol XXIX
No. 1

JANUARY-
MARCH
1974

ISSN 0019-5014

INDIAN
JOURNAL

OF
AGRICULTURAL
ECONOMICS

INDIAN SOCIETY OF
AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS,
BOMBAY



PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

Aggarwal, Pratap C., The Green Revolution and Rural Labour—A Study in
Ludhiana, Shri Ram Centre for Industrial Relations and Human Resources,
New Delhi, 1973. Ppvii + 148. Rs. 25.00.

Beteille, Andre, Studies in Agrarian Social Structure, Oxford University Press,
Delhi, 1974. Pp vii + 206. Rs. 30.00.

Blakeslee, Leroy L., Heady, Earl O,, and Framingham, Charles F., World
Food Production, Demand and Trade, Iowa State University Press, Iowa State
University Center for Agricultural and Rural Development, Iowa, Ames,
U.S.A.,1973. Ppuviii + 417. $12.95.

Blin, Jean M., Patterns and Configurations in Economic Science—A Study of
Social Decision Processes, D. Reidel Publishing Company, Dordrecht-Holland/
Boston-U. S. A,, 1973. Pp. =xvi + 148.f 46.

‘Chauhan, K. K. 8. and Singh, R. V., Marketing of Wheat in Rajasthan, Uni-
versity of Udaipur,S. K. N. College of Agriculture, Jobner, 1973. Pp.viii +225.

Clark, C., The Value of Agricultural Land, Pergamon Press Ltd., Oxford
(England), 1973. Pp. wii + 117. £ 2.75.

Coombs, Philip H., Prosser, Roy C. and Ahmed, Manzoor, New Paths
to Learning for Rural Children and Youth, Prepared for United Nations Children’s
Organisation by International Council for Educational Development, New
York, U. S. A, 1973. Pp. x + 133. $2.00.

Dagli, Vadilal (Ed.), India’s Foreign Trade, Commerce Economic Studie—
IX, Vora & Co., Publishers Private Ltd., Bombay, 1973. Pp. xvi + 452.
Rs.50.00.

Dagli, Vadilal (Ed,), Twenty-five Years of Independence—A Survey of Indian
Economy, Commerce Economic Studies—X, Vora & Co., Publishers Private
Ltd., Bombay, 1973. Pp. xiv + 245. Rs.30.00.

Desai, Gunvant M. and Singh, Gurdev, Growth of Fertiliser Use in Districts
of India:  Performance and Policy Implications, CMA Monograph No. 41, Centre
for Management in Agriculture, Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad,
1973. Pp. wviii 4+ 222. Rs. 10.00.

George, P. S. and Choukidar, V. V. D_ynamzcs of the Paddy-Rice System in
India, CMA Monograph No.42, Centre for Manamenent in Agriculture, Indian
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, 1973. Pp. 206. Rs.10.00.

Gill, K. S. and Johl, S. S., Distribution of Fertilizers in Punjab, Department
of Economics & Sociology, Punjab Agncultn*al University, Ludhiana, 1973.
Pp. 53. Rs. 3.00.

Johl, S. S., Gains of Green Revolution (How they have been shared in Punjab), De-

partment of Econonucs & Sociology, Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana,
1973. Pp. 12.

Johl, S. S. and Kapur, T. R., Fundamentals of Farm Business Management,
Kalyani Publishers, Ludhiana, 1973 Pp. xi 4 475. Rs.27.00.

Krishnaswamy, M. S. and Patel, K. V., Status of Dryland Agriculture ( The
Technology of Dryland Agriculture in Selected Villages of Bellary and Panchmahals



96 . INDIAN JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

Districts:  1970-71), Vol.I, CMA Monograph No. 39; Status of Dryland Agri-
culture (The Economics of Dryland Agriculture in Selected Villages of Bellary and
Panchmphals Districts:  1970-71), Vol. II, CMA Monograph No. 40, Centre
for Management in Agriculture, Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad
and National Institute of Bank Management, Bombay, 1973. Pp. 198 and
225 respectively. Rs. 10.00 each.

Mitchell, Colin, Terrain Evaluation, Longman Group Limited, London,
- 1973, Pp. xiv + 221. £ 3.75.

Moorti, T. V. and Verma K. K., Supplementary Report of Cropping Patiern
and Water Use in Nainital Tarai 1972-73, ICAR Co-ordinated Scheme for Re-
search on Cropping Pattern and Water Use in Selected Command Areas
(Socio-Economic Survey—Project No. II), G. B. Pant University of Agricul-
ture & Technology, Pantnagar (Nainital), Uttar Pradesh, 1973. Pp. 90 +
xxvil (mimeo).

Ofori, I.M. (Ed.), Factors of Agricultural Growth in West Africa: Proceedings of
an International Conference held at Legon, April, 1971, Institute of Statistical, Social -
and Economic Research, University of Ghana, Legon, 1973. Pp. xii291.

Punekar, S. D. and Golwalkar, Alka R., Rural Change in Maharashira,
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Bombay-88 Popular Prakashan, Bombay,
1973. Pp. vii + 138. Rs. 25.00.

- Randhawa, M. S, et al., Green Revolution—A Case Study of Punjab, Vikas
Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., Delhi-6, 1974. Pp. xvi + 207. Rs. 35.00.

Scientific American, Food: Readings from Scientific American, W. H. Freeman
and Company, San Francisco, California, U.S.A., 1973. Pp. 268. Cloth-
bound: $11.00. Paperbound: $§5.50.

Shah, Vimal and Shah, C. H., Resurvey of Matar Taluka, Vora & Co.,
Publishers Pvt. Ltd., Bombay-2, 1974. Pp. xviii 4 336. Rs. 40.00.

Singh, Jasbir, An Agricultural Atlas of India: A Geographical Analysis, Vishal
Pubhcauons, University Campus, Kurukshetra (Haryana-India), 1974.
Pp. xxvi + 356. Rs. 65.00.

Singh, Jasbir, The Green Revolution in India—How Green It Is, Postscript to
An Agricultural Atlas of India: A Geographical Analysis, Vishal Publications,
University Campus, Kurukshetra (Haryana-India), 1974. Pp. 48.

Singh, Tarlok, India’s Development Experience, The Macmillan Company
of India Ltd., Madras, 1974. Pp. xx + 458. Rs. 50.00.

Stuart, Robert C., The Collective Farm in Soviet Agriculture, Lexington Books,
D. C. Heath and Company, Lexington, Massachusetts, U.S.A., 1972.
Pp. xx + 254.

Zaman, M.A., Evaluation of Land Reform in Nepal, Planning, Analym and
Publicity D1v1s10n Land Reform Department, Ministry of Land Reforms,
His Majesty’s Government of Nepal, Kathmandu, Nepal, 1973. Pp. xii +
124. $4.00.



ANNOUNCEMENT

SUBJECTS SELECTED FOR THE NEXT CONFERENCE OF THE
SOCIETY

The 34th Annual Conference of the Society will be held sometime in
December, 1974. The dates and venue for the Conference will be intimated
in due course. The following subjects have been selected for discussion at
the Conference.

I. Wages and Incomes of the Weaker Sections in Rural India.
II. Economics of Commercial Crops.

III. Strategy for Agricultural Growth and Equity.

The synopses of these subjects are given below. Papers (in triplicate along
with summaries) for discussion at the Conference should reach the Society’s
Office not later than 15th September, 1974.

SYNOPSES

Subject 1
WacEes AND INcoMEs OF THE WEAKER SecTIONs IN RURAL INDIA

During the last few years the tconomic condition of the vast mass of rural
landless labour and small farmers, generally referred to as the ‘weaker section’
in rural society, has attracted considerable attention. One aspect of this
problem, relating to employment and unemployment has received of late con-
siderable attention in the literature and was the subject for papers and discus-
sion in our Conference only a couple of years ago. The other aspect, namely,
wage rates and earnings of the wage labourers has not received the same atten-
tion. Even so, the two aspects of the prablem, cannot be studied in isolation.
Monthly data on the prevailing wage rates in most of the districts of
India have been regularly published by the Government of India for more
than two decades now. Similarly, periodic surveys, like the different rounds
of Agriculture Labour Enquiry and the N.S.S., contain data pertaining to
particular years and regions. These and other relevant information may be
used to discuss following problems : '

1. The trend of money and real wage rates in agriculture over the
years and the circumstances (including the quantum of employment) affect-
ing it. The level of wage rates partly reflects the trend in the level of earn-
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ing of the working class. The trend of real wage rates in any region is there-
fore of interest in this context. Some students have noticed that the money
.wage rates are lagging behind commodity prices or cost of living. Is this borne
out by the experience of the last two decades ? In particular, how have wage
rates behaved in areas of rapid agricultural growth or Green Revolution ?
A systematic examination of the available empirical data should help to throw
light on the question.

2. Another aspect of the question relates to the seasonal pattern of wages.
Is there a seasonality in wage rates? If so, what accounts for this season-
ality ? Is it possible to use the seasonal index of wages as an indicator
of seasonal unemployment? How has the seasonal pattern been affected by
‘Green Revolution’ ? '

Changes in the level of employment in the rural areas over the years and
over the seasons of a year may have to be analysed in order to throw light
on the above problems.

3. Governments have enacted laws fixing minimum wage in agriculture.
It would be interesting to examine the basis for such minimum wages, and
compare them with the reported minimum wage levels over the years. How
far has such legislation been successful ?

4. Has organized action on the part of the agricultural labourers been
able to improve the wage rate? In what circumstances has this been pos-
" sible? Examination of specific experiences would appear necessary for the

purpose.

5. Finally, it may be interesting to examine the relative level and trend
in rural and urban real wages in order to see if the latter exert any influence
on the former, and if the organized urban labour has fared better than the
unorganized rural labour through the years.

Subject 11
Economics o ComMERcIAL CRrops

(Please Note : The term commercial crops means non-foodgrain com-
mercial crops such as cotton, jute, tobacco, various oilseeds, fruits and vege-
tables. It also includes garden, plantation and tree crops, excepting large-
scale plantations like tea, coffee, etc. Studies may cover any one or more of
the commercial cropsat the macro or micro level. Papers confined to items I
and II only noted below will have low priority.)

I. Role of commercial crops in economic development:
Past performance and future prospects.
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II. Review of past production of commercial crops.
Trends in production.

Relative contribution of area and productivity to the growth
of production of commercial crops.

III. Factors behind past trends in the production of commercial crops.

Relative importance of physical, technological, economic and
other factors.

Impact of relative price trends.

Impact of yield increasing technologies of foodgrains crops on
cultivation of commercial crops.

IV. Cultivation of commercial vis-a-vis foodgrain crops.
Geographical production pattern.

Comparative advantages of different regions.

Factors determining allocation of land and other resources
between commercial and foodgrain crops.

Impact of commercial crops on farm income and investment.
Factors behind low productivity of commercial crops.
Spread of HYVs of commercial crops.

Economics of cultivating new varieties vis-a-vis old varieties
of commercial cfops.

Prospects for the new varieties of commercial crops.

V. Public Policy

Estimation of the future requirements of commodities such as
cotton, jute and various oilseeds.

Research and input requirements for continuous growth in the
production of commercial crops.

Identification of different instruments of public policy in
accelerating the production of commercial crops, relative
efficacy of these instruments.

Regional specialisation in the cultivation of commercial crops
vis-a-vis regional self-sufficiency in foodgrain production.

Role of public policy in promoting regional specialisation.
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Subjeci Il
STRATEGY FOR AGRICULTURAL GROWTH AND Equity

Different models of agricultural growth have placed varying emphasis
on key factors (like technology, organization and institutional change) as also
o the policy variables (like input and output prices, fiscal policies, quantum
and nature of investment, etc.) in explaining the path of agricultural deve-
lopment. The strategies suggested in these models have their implications
in terms of equity.

The gains/losses accruing from agricultural growth may be distributed
on an inequitous basis among the producers and the consumers, among
factors-owners and factors-users and, among different strata of agricultural
producers within a region or between different regions. Thereissome thinking,
supported by empirical evidence, on the narrower issue of income distribution
among different classes of producers in the traditional as well as in the transi-
tional setting. But the other aspects, and the problem of the demarcation of
the area of conflict between equity and growth in the agricultural sector,
deserve a systematic discussion. The Indian experience of past 20 years or
s0 in this respect may be examined to explain the relationship between various
approaches to agricultural development and equity. In addition to the discus-
sion of the broad strategies of growth, an evaluation of different programmes
from this ‘viewpoint may also prove fruitful.

Further, there is some scope for discussing the likely impact of various
policy instruments in diverting the flow of benefits in socially desired
directions. What policy instruments can be used and to what effect is another
aspect on which discussion can be organized with profit.
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