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Information Updates

A Qui to Test Your Knowledge

Americans and Food

Kathryn L. Lipton (202) 219-0880

Do you know America's No. 1 food import or how many new food and grocery products were introduced in 1989? What food showed the
largest percentage gain in consumption over the past 20 years? These are just a few of the challenging questions you will find in a new
computer quiz developed by the Economic Research Service (ERS). So grab your pencil and test your knowledge on "Americans and
Food.

1. What food showed the largest per-
centage gain in consumption over
the past 20 years?
a. Yogurt
b. Low-calorie sweeteners
c. Fresh broccoli
d. Lowfat milk

2. The United States is the world's larg-
est importer and exporter of pro-
cessed food. Can you guess what
share of our processed food we im-
ported in 1989?
a. 4 percent
b. 18 percent
c. 29 percent
d. 38 percent

3. What was the world's largest food
processing firm in 1988?
a. Nestle
b. RJR Nabisco
c. Ralston Purina
d. Philip Morris Companies, Inc.

4. Let's check your knowledge of the
many "new" foods available these
days. Do you know what surimi is?
a. A type of cabbage
b. A fish product
c. A fat substitute
d. An artificial sweetener

5. Let's talk turkey. In the late 1960's,
turkey consumption totaled about
6.5 pounds (boneless weight) per
person per year. How much did
each of us eat 20 years later?
a 5.7 pounds
b. 13.3 pounds
c. 25.1 pounds
d. 37.8 pounds

The author is an agricultural economist in the Office
of the Director, Commodity Economics Division.

6. How many eggs did the average
American consume in 1989?
a. 78
b. 112
c. 234
d. 329

7. Do you know what ranked first
among the $2.3 billion in U.S. edible
fish and seafood exports in 1989?
a. Crabs
b. Lobsters
c. Salmon
d. Herring

8. Cheddar is America's favorite
cheese. What's No. 2?
a. Swiss
b. Mozzarella
c. Parmesan
d. Provolone

9. What region of the country drinks
the least milk per person?
a. Northeast
b. South
c. Midwest
d. West

10. What's America's favorite fresh
fruit (on a pounds-per-person
basis)?
a. Bananas
b. Apples
c. Oranges
d. Strawberries

11. These days you are likely to find
some interesting produce at your
local market. Which of these is not
a fruit or vegetable currently im-
ported into the United States?
a. Nilquat
b. Burdock
c. Ugli fruit
d. Cardoon

12. Which of the following starchy
foods did Americans prefer most in
1988?
a. Pasta
b. Fresh potatoes
c. Frozen potatoes
d. Rice

13. Americans are more calorie-con-
scious than ever, consuming a
range of "lite" beverages. Lite
beer accounts for what percentage
of the total beer market?
a. 7 percent
b. 12 percent
c. 27 percent
d. 42 percent

14. Corn sweeteners (high fructose
corn syrup, glucose, and dextrose)
accounted for 28 percent of caloric
sweetener consumption in 1979.
What was the share in 1989?
a. 30 percent
b. 45 percent
c. 53 percent
d. 73 percent

15. Thirsty Americans each consumed
more than 100 gallons of nonalco-
holic beverages in 1988. What do
you think was the favorite?
a. Coffee
b. Milk
c. Fruit juices and beverages
d. Soft drinks

16. According to the 1987 Census of
Retail Trade, grocery store firms
with $50 million or more in annual
sales accounted for what percent-
age of total grocery store sales?
a. 15 percent
b. 32 percent
c. 67 percent
d. 86 percent
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17. How many new food and grocery
products were introduced in 1989?
a. 989
b. 3,787
c. 8,971
d. 12,055

18. How many products did the aver-
age supermarket stock in 1988?
a. 10,900
b. 26,430
c. 39,780
d. 64,160

19. What is the name of the largest for-
eign-owned food retailer in the
United States?
a. Giant Food Stores
b. Food Lion
c. Shaw's Supermarkets
d. The Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea

Company (A&P)

20. Which type of restaurant showed
the largest percentage gain in the
number of franchises between
1973 and 1988?
a. Hamburgers and roast beef
b. Chicken
c. Steak, full menu
d. Pizza

21. Fast food establishments ac-
counted for just 5 percent of sales
of food consumed away from home
in 1958. Can you guess the share
in 1988?
a. 12 percent
b. 31 percent
c. 59 percent
d. 75 percent
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22. Young people (6-17 years old) are a
major force in the restaurant mar-
ket. Excluding sodas, what do you
think they order the most?
a. Pizza
b. French fries
c. Hamburgers
d. Ice cream

23. Americans spend a smaller share
of income on food than people in
any other country. What percent of
after-tax income did the average
American spend for food in 1989?
a. 5.6 percent
b. 11.6 percent
c. 26.1 percent
d. 40.3 percent

24. How much does the average family
of four spend for food weekly?
a. $75
b. $100
c. $130
d. $150

25. Eating out is more popular than
ever, thanks to growing numbers
of single and two-earner house-
holds and rising incomes. What
share of total food spending went
for meals and snacks eaten away
from home in 1989?
a. 11 percent
b. 23 percent
c. 46 percent
d. 62 percent

Ready to tally your score? Turn the page for the answers.

26. What group dines out most often?
a. 14-24 years old
b. 25-44 years old
c. 45-64 years old
d. 65 years old and older

27. What kind of households spend the
most per person on food away
from home?
a. Families with children
b. Husband-wife families with both

working
c. Single people
d. Elderly people

28. What's the farmer's share of the av-
erage grocery store food dollar?
a. 7 percent
b. 19 percent
c. 30 percent
d. 51 percent

29. The farmer's share of the retail
food dollar varies greatly among
foods. Can you guess the share
for eggs?
a. 15 percent
b. 29 percent
c. 50 percent
d. 65 percent

30. How much did Americans spend on
pet food in 1988?
a. $978 million
b. $3.2 billion
c. $5.9 billion
d. $11.5 billion
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Answers

1. The correct answer is fresh broccoli
which rose 940 percent to 3.5 pounds per
person a year by 1986-88.

2. The correct answer is about 4 percent.
U.S. processed food imports have ex-
ceeded exports for the last 8 years.

3. Nestle, a Swiss firm, ranked first with
$31 billion in processed food sales in
1989. Philip Morris Companies, Inc.,
which owns KrafVGeneral Foods was sec-
ond.

4. Surimi is a minced fish product used
to manufacture products that simulate
crab, shrimp, and other popular seafood.

5. Turkey consumption has more than
doubled since the late 1960's to 13.3
pounds per capita.

6. The correct answer is 234, with shell
eggs accounting for more than 80 per-
cent. The remainder were used in the
production of liquid, frozen, and dried egg
products used mainly to manufacture
such items as pasta and baked goods.

7. Salmon led the list of exports at about
$911 million in 1989.

8. Mozzarella ranked second, with the
pizza boom helping to quadruple con-
sumption to about 6 pounds per person in
1988.

9. The correct answer is the South be-
cause milk prices tend to be higher.

The information in the quiz was
drawn from several ERS publications,
including the Food Marketing Review,
1988; Food Consumption, Prices, and
Expenditures, 1967-88; and various is-
sues of the Food Review.

10. Bananas are number one at over 24
pounds per person in 1988.

11. Nilquat is just a nonsense word. Bur-
dock is a long, thin brownish root used in
Japanese cooking. Ugh i fruit looks like a
greenish-yellow, loose-skinned grapefruit
and comes from Jamaica. Cardoon is a
thistle-like artichoke relative resembling
an extra-large celery head.

12. Fresh potatoes still ranked first, total-
ing over 52 pounds per person in 1988.
That's down from almost 60 pounds in
1970, however.

13. The correct answer is 27 percent, up
from 13 percent in 1980.

14. The right answer is 53 percent, up
from just over 7 percent in 1967.

15. Soft drinks are the clear favorite, to-
taling almost 32 gallons per person in
1988.

16. The correct answer is 67 percent.
Firms with $50 million or more in annual
sales accounted for less than 1 percent of
the number of grocery store firms in 1987.

17. The correct answer is 12,055, but in-
dustry estimates put the failure rate of
new food products at 90 to 99 percent.

18. The right answer is 26,430, an 8-per-
cent rise from 1987.

19. The correct answer is A&P which is
51-percent owned by Tenglemann, AG, a
German retailing firm. Giant Food Stores
of Carlisle, PA, Food Lion, and Shaw's
Supermarkets are also foreign-owned.

20. According to a National Restaurant
Association report, pizza franchises were
the big winners, rising over 650 percent
between 1973 and 1990.

21. Fast food restaurants now account
for 31 percent of away from home sales.

22. French fries were ordered in 30 per-
cent of restaurant visits by 6-17 year olds;
hamburgers, 24 percent; pizza, 21 per-
cent; and ice cream, 9 percent.

23. Food spending accounted for 11.6
percent of after-tax income in 1989.

24. The correct answer is about $100 a
week, with spending highest for bakery,
beef, and dairy products.

25. The share of food spending for away-
from home meals rose from 39 percent in
1980 to 46 percent in 1989.

26. The right answer is 25-44 years old.

27. Single, employed persons spent an
average of $19 per week eating out, ver-
sus $15 for a two-person, dual-earner
household.

28. The farm value share is 30 percent,
down from 37 percent in 1980.

29. The farmer averages 65 percent of
each dollar spent on eggs in the super-
market, compared with 9 percent for Corn
Flakes.

30. The correct answer is $5.9 billion.

How to Order "Americans and Food"
The ERS quiz, "Americans and Food," is available on 5.25-inch disks and requires
MS/PC-DOS Version 3.2 or 3.3 and 640 KB of memory. The program contains 54 ques-
tions and answers in three categories with important details on a wide variety of topics,
ranging from fish consumption and trade to the fast food market. The easy-to-understand
questions and answers make the quiz an excellent teaching and presentation aid. Single
copies are $25, but bulk orders to one address allow a quantity discount: 10 copies for just

$40 and 50 copies for $75. Call 1-800-999-6779 (in the U.S. and Canada, other areas call
301-725-7937) to order your copy.
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