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Notice

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON POLICIES FOR AGRIBUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT

Agricultural Economics Research, Association (India)
Division of Agricultural Economics, JAM, New Delhi-110012

OUTLINE

The Agricultural Economics Research Association (India) proposes
to hold its IIIrd National Seminar at Bangalore on May 29-30, 1995. The
topic ofthe Seminar is "Policies for Agribusiness Development". Papers
are invite(' for discussion at, this National Seminar. A broad outline for
the information of paper writers is given below.

Agricultural producers are making major inroads into the domestic
and international markets by producing and marketing both traditional
and non-traditional agricultural products. New products and new mar-
kets are emerging mainly due to the efforts of agribusiness entrepreneurs.
Recent policy changes aimed at liberalisation and globalisation of the
Indian economy too are likely- to have apositive impact on the agricultural
and .food products sector. The development of agro-industries and agro-
exports have given a powerful boost to the economics of Japan, South
Korea, Taiwan and Thailand. India too may be poised on the threshold
of such development. Given its wide agricultural diversity and many
unique strengths, achieving such rapid development may not be difficult
at all; The Government's concern is evident from the formation of the
Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium and from the Draft Agricultural
Policy Resolution which recognizes the importance of achieving value
addition in agriculture by making a concerted thrust in increasing
processing, marketing and storage facilities which are imperative for
development of agroprocessing industries and for agricultural develop-
ment. While significant development efforts have been made in the
competitive present day environment, agribusiness managers are now
realising that they must improve 'their production technologies and
expand their marketing capabilities if they hope to succeed, particularly
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in the international markets. Thus a holistic approach which looks at

production processing, marketing and other supporting activities in an

integrated manner is called for. There is a need to instill in all the

production, processing and marketing operations a spirit ofentrepreneur-

ship and a culture of scientific management. Hence the need to think in

terms of agribusiness development.

Agribusiness refers to the group of industries involved in the

producing, transporting, processing, distributing and selling farm products,

that is the sum total of all operations involved in the manufacture and

distribution of farm supplies; production operations on the farm; and the

storage, processing and distribution of farm commodities and items made

from them. Agribusiness also includes those businesses that supply

farmers and processors with such goods and services as machinery,

seeds, fertilisers, agricultural chemicals, credit and management

information.

Besides looking, in a holistic manner, at the four sectors of

agribusiness, viz. (a) farm inputs sector; (b) farm production sector; (c)

processing sector (in terms of both inputs required and outputs pro-

duced); and (d) product market sector to examine the existing and

required linkages for agribusiness development, it is also ncecessary to

look for potential new products, including processed food products, and

new markets. The subjects covered will, among other things, include

decision making and critical management, issues for agribusiness units,

infrastructural and other institutional arrangements, particularly credit

and finance, institutional and other arrangements for ensurng linkages

between the subsystems of agribusiness, technology development, policy

requirements in the context of economic policy reforms, globalization

impact, especially in terms of the opportunities for and constraints to

international trade in the post GATT/WTO scenario.

Broadly, paper writers may submit papers under the following

themes:

1. Scope and opportunites for agribusiness development:

Papers underthis theme may address the issues of size of agribusiness

units; demand and supply estimates for specific products, especially the

non-traditional products, both for the domestic and international mar-

kets; location of agro-processing units; pricing policies; linkages be-

tween agribusiness units, input suppliers and industrial units, technology
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and quality improvement; competition, particularly on account of entry

of MNCs due to liberalisation; employment opportunities generated by

agribusiness development; etc.

2. Management, Inf.' astructural and Institutional Arrangements for

Agribusiness Development:

Papers under this theme may address issues of operational efficiency

in agribusiness units; management sciencz techniques for organisation,

operation and control of agribusiness units; management information

systems for agribusiness; development of infrastructure required for

supporting agribusiness development; institutional arrangements for

ensuring linkages between subsystems; provision of supporting ser-

vices—credit, finance, etc.

3. Policy Framework for Agribusiness Development:

Papers under this theme may examine the scope and implementation

of government policies and schemes such as the Small Farmers

Agribusiness Consortium; suggest the kinds of policy required for

agribusiness development; and the kind of Government intervention

policies in terms o fgovernment patronage ofand protection to agribusiness

units.

The above outline is only indicative. Any other issues which are

relevant to agribusiness development may also be addressed. However,

paper writers are required to address issues that are relevant from the

point of formulating and implementing policies for agribusiness develop-

ment. Each author may submit only one paper in each theme.

Research papers along with an extended abstract, in triplicate, should

reach the Secretary, Agricultural Economics Research Association,

Division of Agricultural Economics, IARI, New Delhi-110012 by 15th

April, 1995. Papers submitted later may not be considered. The informa-

tion about the Seminar will be communicated through the IInd Circular

which will be sent to all those who respond to the 1st Circular.

January 30, 1995 ' Mruthyunjaya

- Secretary, AERA
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