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nmore fertile districts., 1In fact the precipitation is sufficiently low in a few
linited rain shadow arcas in southern Brecon to enable pedigreec strains of
grasses %o be grown for sced, despite the high elevation, During recent ycars a
certain amount of deirying has also infiltrated along the lower-lying valleys,
chiefly those of Brecon, a fact which serves to show that, where there is suffic-
ient econonic incentive and some nitigation in the natural environment, farming
systens are by no neans imnutable, Nevertheless, the introduction of such
specialised enterprises in linited areas does not alter to any appreciabdle

extent the traditionally pastoral character of the agriculture of Brecon and
Radnor, -

This is borne out by the land utilisation and the numbers and classes
of livestock carried. . ‘

Brecon, Radnor,

1939, ,
%

1

H

; 1946, ; 1939,
Tillage : 0 969

. %4
30,1 11,8

1946,
790

. ¢t 25,9
Rotational Grasscs 9.3 20.4 . 12,7 22.6
Total Aradle ;
Permanent Pasture :

Total Cultivated :

Area

46,5

8Q.8 53,5

49.5 75.5

19.2 & 50.5 20,5

100.0 100.0 : 100.0°

100.0

In 1939 tillage crops represented a very low proportion of the total
cultivated arca in both counties and consistod chiefly of ocats, although fairly
substantial acreages of roots were also grown., Rotational grasses amounted to
sonewhat similar proportions, naking the arable about one~fifth and one-~fourth
of the total cultivated arca in 3recon and Radnor respectively, Thus the greater
part.of the cultivated arca consisted of permanent pasture, chiefly of the
Agrostis type, 3ut the sowcalled rough grazings represent the greatest single
category of agricultural land, being about equal to the total cultivated area in
Radnor, and representing about 60 per cent of the toital land in agricultural and
pastoral uses in Brecon, The most abundant types of pastures on these rough
areas and hill grazings are Molinia and ¥ardus. Fron 1939 onwards the exigencies
of war demanded an increcase in the arable acreage, with the result that pernanent
pasture declined to roughly one-half of the total cultivated area in both counties,

Yet this was achieved while at the same time increasing the numbers of the chief
classes of - livestock,

/

The following figures provide an indication of. the changes in the
livestock position, -
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Percentage Change in Numbers of Livestock

Eetween 1939 and 1946__‘

Brecon,

Breeding & Milking

Rearing and Feeding:
Total Cattle

Sheep
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Nunbers of dairy cattle and of rearing cattle increased in both countiecs,

partlcularly in Brecon, Increases in nunbers of sheep, on the other hand, were more

arked in Radnor, The decreases in nunbers of pigs and poulnry were rather to be
exkected, and were in conformity with the principles of livestock production adopted
during war-tine, Nunbers of poultry in Radnor showed some considerable reductions in
the years imnediately following the outbd reak of war, but from 1943 onwards flock-
nasters continued to build up their stocks again, and by 1946 thesc had cxceeded the
1939 population, Owing to the difficult nature of nmuch of the land in these counties
a large proportion of the farms had originally %o keep a heavy conplement of horses,
Yith increasing nechanization, however, farmers were able to dispose of quite a
nunber of then, Consequently the decrease in the horse population has been substantal

Livestock Carried in 1946.

Brecon,
Per tPer 1000 Acres
1000 Acres of Total Land
of Total Cult-: in Agric, and
ivated Area. Fastoral Uses,

Radror,

Per 1000 Acres
of Totel Land
in Agric, and
Pastoral Uses,

Per
1000 Acres
of Total Culte
ivated Area.

Breeding & Milking 130.2 655
Other Cattle 168,6 8449
Total Cattle 298,08 : 150,4

83,4
167,3
250.7

4749
96,3
14442

Sheep 3794.2 1910.0
Pigs 28,5 1443
Poultry 1134.1 57049
Horses 47.9 24,1

2665,2
20 .7
1400, 3
3345

1533.,5
11,9
805.6
22_7
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An indication of the intensity of stocking is provided by the above
tabular statement, which illustrates the concentration on cattle and sheep,




1946,

Brecon, . Radnor,

. ) %‘ o %u

Breeding and Milking . 44 33
Rearing and Feeding =~ = 55 66
Bulls and Bull Calves 1 1
To0 100

" 0f particular interest is the constitution of the cattle herds, Both
counties, particularly Radnor, show remarkably high proportions of rearing cattle
in relation to dairy cattle, and these relative proportions are practically un~-
rhanged since 1939, ' ‘

The constitution of the sheep flocks in Brecon and Radnor also possesses
certain distinctive features, Bhere has for some considerable time been a change
of emphasis from the production of nmubtton and wool to that of fat lamb, with a
eonsequent deeline in numbers of wethers and an increase in the breeding flock,
This movenment has procecded furthert in the lowland counties, such as Carnarthen,
and is least marked in the two counties under review,

' Ratio of gheep over onc year old and Sheep
under one year old, pér 100 Ewes,

Wales and
lonnouth,
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This may be seen fron the above statemeht, which is based on the .data
provided by the official agricultural census taken om 4th June of each year, While
the general trend in the ratio of wethers to ewes is unnistakably downwards there
does seen to have been a slight check in this ncvenent during the w
Nunbers of sheep under one year old in relation %o size of ewe flock have not
shown any appreciable- chango, although it may perhaps be reasonable %o suppose
that there was nuch nore early lanb production during the later than the earlier

ar period,

¥ Nother Sheep!" over one year old as % of Breeding Ewes,

¢ "other Sheep!" under one year old as % of Breeding Ewes; :
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years and that a certain proportion of lambs would be sold off before being recorded
in the official returns on 4th June, But this assumption would not apply to any
great extent to Brecon and Radnor, where the tendency is to keep the wether lanmbs

on to.the late sumner and autunn or even the opening months of the following year, -
Sinse 1939, morecover, it has not been in the national interest to narket spring

lanb at too parly an age, and the systen of payment has been nodified to encourage
the naking of heavier weights,

In general, the farming system practised in Brecon and Radnor is an
extensive one and it is natural that the size of farms should be sonewhat larger
than in areas which practise & more intensive form of productions In fact, the
average siXes of the holdings in these two countles are larger than those for the
remainder of Wales, Ezcluding holdings of less than 5 acres, the average for Brecon
works. out at about 73 acres and that for Radnor at about 80 acres, The corresponding
figure for Wales would be in the region of 54 acres, In 3recon upwards of one-half
and in Radnor about twoethirds of the total acreage under crops and grass is found
on farns of 100 acres and above, as compared with about A7 per cent for Weles as a
whole, This fact must be borne in nind when the economic results for farms of differ~
ent sizres are considered,

The data on which this study is based refer to AB farms for the year 1945,
These are distributed fairly evenly throughout the two counties, and in view of
certein diversities in natural conditions within the area, to which attention has
already been drawn, it is only to be expected that they should exhibit varying
levels of production, But while they nay differ from each other as regards
intensity of production, they constitute a uniform sample from the standpoint of
the general system of farnming followed. The farms vary in size fron 50 to 783 acres,
and average 192 acres, In view of this wide range it has been thought advisabdble
to group them on an acreage basis, Particulars of eropping, of numbers of livestock
carried, and of the labour complement arc available, in addition to information of
a financial nature, It nust be emphasised, however, that the farms in the present
sanple are alnost certain to be somewhat better than the aggregate of farms in the
ecounties as a whole, and that the financial results here presented probably err on
the favourable side, But the main preoccupation of this study is not so much with
the octual levels of incone of the farms under review as with their chief organis-
ational features, although it is realised that these two fantors are by no means
unrelated, The Tables given in the ALppendix, however, provide information on both
the financial and general econonic aspects of the farms,

Livestoek production eonstitutes the cornerstone of the farming econony
and the land utilisation has been planned aeccordingly, During the year in gquestion:
there was & coertain amount of direction and eontrol of eropping by the County War
Agricultural Executive Comnittees, as thoy were then termed, and the main changes
effectod thereby on a county basis have alrocady been noted, While considerable
increases were achieved in crops for direct human consunption, the greater part of
‘the cultivated arca was still devoted to the growing of fodder crops, Small
acreages of wheat were recorded in all groups, abtout three~fifths of the farms in
the sample growing this crop (see Tables I and II), Specific acreages were also
laid down for potatoes, but sales were not heavy on these particular farms, Barley
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was of somewhat greater importance, especially in the largest-sized group where
quite appreciable amounts werc grown for sale, The most important wereal crop
‘grown, however, was oats, which accounted for between 43 and A8 per cent of the
tillage area in the various groups., Kale and/or cow cabhage were grown on only
ten farns throughout the entire sanple, 3ut mangolds, turnips and swedes, and rape
featured in the cropping schedules of all the farms, and in the larger groups their
acreages were quite substantial, The wether lambs nay be fattened off the rape;
while thoy nay also be turned in to the root fields, Rape also served as a nurse
crop for "seeds" on nany farms in the present sanple, particularly those situated
at the higher elevations, Tenporary grass as herc defined refers to firsi-year
"seeds" only and the high proportions which were grazed are very apparent, In fact
it is the practice, cspecially in parts of Breconshire, to graze the new ley, thus
delaying the taking of a hay crop until the sccond year, Hay is also an inportant
fodder crop on these farms, and the general tendency for the area thus utilised

to Ye rolatively greater on the smaller farns is plainly shown., Rough grazings
ranged fron about one~-fifth' to upwards of one~third of the total acrcage through-
out the different groups, Many of the these farmers, however, were reducing their
area of rough land by ploughing and using rape as a pioneer crop,

Average nunbers of the chief classes of livestock in the various size
groups .are set out in Tables III to V, and the special emphasis on cattle and
sheep is clearly seen, Moreover, shcep scemn to increase in importance rclatively
%o cattle with increasing size of farm, Pigs are of ninor importancey they are:-
nost nunerous on farms in the smallest-sized group, and thereafter 4o not exhibit
any trend whatsoever, Neither do nunhers of poultry move in any particular

~direction, the size of flock on individual farms possibly depending to a consider-
able extent on the inclinations of farmers! wives., Total numbers of horses, on
the other hand, increase with increasing size of farm, although work horses do not
show a regular increcase, the nunbers in this category on individual farms being
influenced by such factors as ease of working the lands possession of a tractor,
and dependence on contractors!' services,

The eattle and sheep enterpriseé,rhowever, merit further observation,
on account both of their importance in this type of farming and of the variations
in systems of management which cxist within each,

Methods of rearing for beef production have shown less departure from
the natural way than those for dairying, and the traditional method is probatly
nore in evidence in Brecon and Radnor than in most areas, Even so, innovations
first introduced by the smaller farmers have gradually gained ground and are now
. fairly widespread, The cattle are chiefly of the Hereford breed and calving takes
place in April or May, It occurs chiefly while the cows are out on grass, or as
near as possible to the times of turning out, The calves run with their dams
throughout the summer nmonths and receive no supplenentary feeding until they are
weaned and housed in October or November. Each cow therefore merely rears its own
calf; and, while this makes for relatively little care and attention during the
calf period, the naintenance of a cow for the production of just one calf per
annum is not so economical a method as may at first appear, It is essentially an
extensive system, with a low rate of turnover of capital, and suitable for the
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larger farms on second class lend, Fﬁlly‘three«quarteré cf the farms in the present

sanple were practising the "one calf per cow" systen, although in some cases thé
calves were kept indosrs and the cows brought in twice daily %o be suckled, The
pure~tred Hereford is, of course, 2 poor nilker, yet the conmercial strains found
on many of these farms did possess sonewhat: better nilking qualities,

More partieularly on the smaller farns.was there a
for calvings to take place rather earlier in the year and for
own calves for four months or so after which the latter were w
dry food and additional calves were bought in and suckled until Octobver
Novenber, While this method serves to.increasc the rate of turnover i3
increases demands on labour, while the feed position does not enable i%
adopted in all cases, In yet other instances calves were pail fed, Some
the present sample, moreover, which werc adjacent to deirying districts had chenged
over to Shorthorns or Shorthorn/Herecfeord cows while continuing %o use a Herelord
bull, and the calves sold out as one and a half to by

70 year old stores, In
addition a nunber of Shorthorn heifer calves would be purchased and reared for
eventual sale as dairy stores, In gencral, however, bullocks reaved on farns were

neinly disposed of at 14-18 nonths and the heife&s as two year olds, No winter

fattening was practised but appreciable nunmbers were finished off the grass on
some farms, '

tendency to arrange
cows. to suckle their
eaned and put on %o
or

also

30 e
farns in

Some of the herds in the sanple were self'qontained, while quite & number
of farmers bought in calves for rearing, Others, however, increased their rate of
turnovei~by buying in stores during the spring months for szle in the ausunn, A few
nade purchases in the autunn, but, as already indicated, the feed position is the
liziting factor in adopting such a practice, 3ut even during peace-time there was
no very great dependence on purchased feedingstuffs,

The cows were fed on chaffed
straw, & little hay, and roots, with probably some ad

dition in the hey rasion and
the introduction of oat sheaves with the approach of calving time, The Store

cattle, especially those intended for sale in theAspring, would receive & samewhat
nore uniforn dict during ths time they were housed,

including some crushned oass,

The sheep enterprises on these farms also 1

Present nany variations, toth
as regards bfeeds kept, and age and condition at sal

e, On land above the 2000-foot
contour Line the Welsh Mountain, with possidly one exception in a limited ares in

south Breconshire, is the only breed found, and even on land above 1500 feet its
supremacy is not seriously disputed, On upland tracts Tanging up to 1500 feet,
however, which comprises such a large proportion of the lend area in these two
counties, various admixtures with other breeds, mostly of local origin, have
gscurred, In fact; such crosses have been nade wherever it has teen found pogsible
to carry a heavier type of sheep, Thus over yparts of Radnor and 3recon Welsh ewes
have bcen mated with a Kerry ram, and two or three generations hence tecone what
are known lbcally as "Kerry Crosses", ' In other cases Cluns are used for
purposes, The Radnor breed, although now not so inpor:

Yant nunerically,
on a linited number of farms in the present szuple, IR yet other ins
ewes are crossed with a Clun ran, In ecerizmin parts of Lreconshire, pariicularly

on the 0ld Red Sandstone formations, Cheviot bloosd hag been siccessfally introduced
and constitutes the exception %o the predominance of the Welsh Mountair breed ot

crossing
is found
Vances Radnor

'
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the higher elevationé noted above,
are nated with rans of other breeds,
The latter cross has found considerab

rather heavier lanmb, Lestly, on land of low to mediun elevation pure line flocks of
Kerrys, Cluns and other lowland breeds are found,

On the somewhat lower land in this area flocks
such as Ryeland, Shrepshire, and the Clun Forest,
le favour during recent years as it produces a

a

Sales of sheep -are nade up of conbinations of prime draft ewes, cull ewes,
store and fat lanbs,, and wathera, Many of the Radnorshire farms in this sanple which
were situated at the mediun and higher elevations adopted a flying flock system and
ewes were drafted out as twonyear olds, purchasés of Welsh or Kerry Cross ewes heing
made to maintain type., Some of the best lanbs night be sold out as forward stores
and the remainder kept on to the end of the year, or even the following spring, and
fattened on rape and hardy green turnips, The few farns in the sanple which kept
Oluns were also selling out prine draft ewes, chicfly after their first lanb crop,
and depending to some considerable extent on the ewe lanhs for flock caintenance,
which speaks well for the fecundity of the breeds On the Jreconshire farnms, however,
the ewes were generally drafted out as three or four year olds,

The inportance of these two enterprises in the. general farning econony of
the farms under review is reflected in Table VI, which sets out the average capital
invested in the different classes of livestock and in inplements, Over the whole
sanple cattle and sheep together constitute two-thirds of the capital invested per
farn, and range from 61 per cent in Group I %o 72 per cent in Group V, No useful
purpose would be served by itenising the valuations of the different kinds of inmple-

ments and nachines, About oneehalf of the farms had tractors; these were chiefly the
larger holdingse . - - » .

The fd:egoing‘observations on land utilisa
stock carried, and capitalisation provide an indicat
and total values of which are given in Table VII,

tion, numbers and types of live~
ion of rereipts, the chief itenms

~ Crop sales, while increasing with
size of farm, are not of very great inportance in any of the size groups, They consist

chiefly of wheat and some potatoes, although barley is an inportant element on sonme
of the larger farns,

Over all farnms fgceipts from sheep and wool
cattle, particularly in the two largest groups,

S&les of. Shee
and Wool,
Av.Pricc Percentage
per head ; Distribution,

1 Value, i Nunbers,
: .

are greater than. those fronm

Rans )

Ewes with Lanbs

Iwes

Fat Sheep over one year ‘

Tat Sheep under one year ,
Store Bheep over one year;
Store Sheep under one year;.
Wool ,
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It will be seen from the above statenent t%hat fat lambs are the most
inportant class of sheep sold both nunerically and by value, Store lambs are on the
whole of much less inportance, although there is great variation within the diffcr-
ent sizc grougps, the'figure being as high as 25 per cent of numbers of sheep sold
in the smallest group and as low as 4,6 per cent in Group IV, This would scen to
suggest that there is a tendency for a higher proportion of the lambs to be sold
out somewhat earlier on the smaller farns, in store condition, owing to relatively
heavier stocking and therefore greater dcmands on grass, Ewes also conprise a
high propcrtion of sales, wvanging fron 24 per cent of numbers in Group I to as
nuch as 38 per cent in Group IV. These are almost coincident with the correspond-
ing proportions in terms of total values of shecp and wool, The average realisation
prices per head indicate that a good class of sheep is sold,

Sales of Cattle,

t Average Percentage
tPrice per Distribution,
t_hoad (£'sh Value, 1 Numbers,
H H
24443
31,13
24,75
35,00
18,98
25445
31,61
25,38
24469
6,00
514

-~

Cows in Milk
Oows with Calves
Heifers in Calf
3ulls

Store Cows

Fat Cows .

Fat 3ullocks & Heifers
Stores 2 years & over
" l » 2 years
n 6-12 nonths
Calves under 6 nonths

Carcases
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, ‘As rogards sales of cattle stores represent the most important category,
The bulk of then, noreover, are between one and two years of age, Numbers do not
fall much below one-third of total sales in any of the size groups, and in Group
IIT are es high as 58 per cent of the total, OVer the whole sample sales of stoves
of two years and over are ahout half as numerous as sales of those between one and
two yeers, Here again there does not seen ‘to be any uniform trend, those groups
which recorded heavy sales in one of these age oategories tending to show low ones
in the other, Sales ¢f stores fron one year to upwards of two years of age range
fron’ 49,6 per cent in Group I to 69.6 per cent in Group IV, The average figures for
sales of fat bullocks and heifers have to be treated with caution, as only a very
snall ninority of the farms finished off any of their cattle, Thus in Groups I to
IV only one, two, three, and four farms respectively recorded sales of fat cattle,
and only three farms in Group V, a total of thirteen out of the sample of 48 farns,
It nay be seen from the accompanying tabular statement that the proportionate
nunbers and values of sales of the classes of stock considered above closely
approxinate to each other, The renaining classes of sales are of less inportance
and do not geenm to require further elaboration, :
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. Sales of pigs, poultry and.eggs, and horses show some variations within
the different size groups and are not of very great importance ‘in any of then,
Dairy products, which consist chiefly of butter and in a few instances small
quantities of milk sold to cnployees, are of even less significance, The so~called
"other receipts" are made up of such items as contract work performed for other
farmers, sales of rabbits, service fees, cash rents of cottages attached to farms,
and such non-cash itenms as rentals of farmhousesand cottages, and farm stores used

in the farn households, In this casc also such itens only amount. to very mnodest®
suns over the farms as a whole, :

Government grants include payzents under the Hill Bheep, Hill Cattle,
Drainagse, Ploughing and Premiun 3ull Schenmes, It is only in the largest sized group
that the average receipts from these sources reach an appreciable figure,

The Hill Sheep Subsidy Scheme wes initiated in1940-41 4o alleviate the
financial position of hill shecp farmers who maintained permanent breeding flocks
of approved hill breecds, Its provisions nade for reletively snooth working in
‘Breconshire, but in Radnorshire very fow farmers qualified for aid owing %o the
widespread practise of selling out the young stock, In 1942-43 and subsequent
years, however, payment has been nade at two rates, the full-rate being in respect

selfenaintained flocks of the approved breeds, with a half-rate on flocks

’ > are used and where the progeny are generally sold out,
It appears that the najority of farms in Radnorshire which qualify for subéidy,
therefore, do so in this category, Even soy it is still g condition that flocks
nust be kept under hill conditions, Qf the farus in this sanple just under one
half gualified in one or other of these classes,
The Hill Cattle Subsidy commenced in 1943
*of a subsidy of £3 per head in respect of hardy honme~bred cows, steers, and
heifers kept day and night on hill land for not less than five m
Irn the original form of the schene the tern "hone-bred! in this connection denoted
cattle of these specified rategories bred in England and Wales, to the exclusion
of those imported fronm Eire, From 1944 onwards, however, breeding cows angd heifers
of hardy type imported from Tire becane eligible, but nnt steers, Holdings have
to be at least 50 acres in extent, and not less than one half nust zonsist of rough
grazings, including the grazing equivalent of any connon rights attached to farms,
The primary object of the schene, noreover, is to eéncourage the fuller use aad
thereby inprove the quality of hill grazings, Receipt of subsidy ecarries with it
certain obligations on the part of the occupier regarding improvements to the land
concerned, During the yearrin Question the schene renained suhatantially unchanged,
except that the qualifying period was reduced to 16 wecks, Fifteen of the farns in
the present sanple received payments fronm thi

and made provision for paynent

onths in the year,

S source,

Only three farms recorded drainage grants,
taking the forn of rebates anounting to a maxinum of
~approved schemes, Two farns received paynent under the
forty~one farns for ploughing up olqd grassland,

the assistanee in this case-
50 per cent of the costs of
Premium Bull Schene, and

The valuesof foodstuffg produced on farms eang consumed in £

arn housew
holds have been included as non-ecagh itens of Teceiphs,
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Tctal receipts naturally increasc with increasing size of farm, and show
the reverse trend when expressed in terms of per 100 acres,

The chicf itens of expenseSare set out in Table VIII. Rent is not of najor
inportance in any of the groups and amounts to about 18 shillings per acre in the
- snallect farms, falling consistently to just under 12 shillings. in the group of
largest farns, and averaging about 13 shillings over the whole sample, '

i As night have been anticipated from the foregoing observations on systenms
of nanagement in the case of the cattle and sheep enterprises, purchases of live-
stocek represent quite significant amounts, As already pointed out, however, not all
of the farns under review bought livestock, while the small size of the sample does
not seem to warrant any classification on this basis,

The only other item which seems to merit attention is labour, This is the
nost important constituent in the cost structure in all groups, When allowance is
pnade for the manual labour performed by tlic farmer and his wife, the total outlay
on this factor amounts to 46 per cent of expenses in the smallest group,. falling to
36 per cont on the largest farms, and averaging 40 per cent over the whole sanple,

.The constitution of the labour force is given in Table IX from which i%
is apparent that thesec are to a very great extent femily farms, Farmers and their
wives, together with sons and daughters, comprised' the greater part of the labour
complement in all groups, while in the first three groups there was on average,
less than one full-time hired person cmployed per farm throughout the year, The
farners were fully cngaged on farm work except in a few isolated instances where
they wore prevented by age and infirmities, while farmers! wives almost invariably
devoted a portion of their time to appropriate farm %asks,.

. Increases in total expenses are particularly steep between Groups I and ¥
II, and Groups IV and V, .

The relationship between receipts and expenses is shown in Table X, The
differcnce between total roceipts (including value of farm produce consuned} ~nd
total expenses (excluding valuation of labour of farmer and wife) gives the oesh
balance, These balances amount to very nodest sums in the first three size groups
and cnly reach reasonable proportions in the two largest groups, When allowance is
nade for differences between opening and closing valuationsof livestock, inplements,
and crops, the resulting figure is tormed the farm income, It is only reasonable %o
expect that this sum should be sufficient to provide the farmer with & return on his
capital commensurate with that obtainable in sinilar forms of production, along
with a reward for the manual labour performed by himself and his wife,and for his
~ own nanagerial activities, Hitherto, it has been the practice to allow for
"interost on capital ab the rate of 6 per cent per annum, and such a deduction has
been made in Table X in order to arrive at the farn income, It is realised, however
that under present conditions a nmore appropriate rate would be in the region of 3
per cent, and figures for manegerial earnings have also been worked out on this
basis, 3ut even under this more favourable assunption the residual amounts are by
no means satisfactory, The larger farms naturally show the better results, As nay

4
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be seen from Table XI the rate of turnover of capital is fairly constant throughout
and is rather on the low side, Qver a2ll farms just under two-~thirds of the value of
capital is turned over annually, whereas in the case of a sample of dairy farams the
corresponding, proportion was about 90 per cent, ‘

Receipts per £100 wages and per £100 expenses, however, increase consist-
ently from the smaller to the larger farms, The receipts per full-time person
enployed also show the advantage to lie overwhelmingly with the larger farms, those
for the largest sized group being nearly twice those for the smallest, Output per
man, moreover, is of paranount importance and deternines in large measure the
potential standards of living of those cngaged in the industry, The aim therefore
mus’ be to increese this output still further as in it lies the solution to the
expanded agriculiure envisaged under the recently announced plan,

As pay be scen from the comparison given in the followin

g sumnary stock-
raising farns are much less intensive than dairy farns, :

Comparison of Qutputg,

0 - 99 Acres

H
Dairy Stock~

100 - 199 Ac, 200-299 Acres,

1]
v

Dairy-: Stock-: Dairy ; Stock-

Reising

6.4.09 7561

Average Size of Farm (Acres)

we ®a es we av ee me oo

136.0 : 142,3 ; 252,2 228,6

:
1]
[
Farns :Reising;, Farns jRaising:; Farns
; :
’

P& 8 4 R P T
Recelpts per Farn :1262,7 1 735,1 :2127,1 :1126,0 :3650.0
Receipts per 100 Acres :1944,8  978.2 :1563,9 , 791.1 11447,2
Receipts per £100 Wages (inc, .
Farner and ¥Wife)
Receipts per full-time
person enployed

1631,8
713,8
315.,6 ; 210,8 ; 294,5'

34044 & 2499 : 396.4
: 519.7

478.3 1 348.4 1 536.7 1 43047 1 62840

N
.

ss e ea oo we

e 90 e¢ oo oe oo oo oo so |40 ee |[ee oo e«

The two sets of farms in b he different acreage groups are fairly near as
regards average size, although it should be pointed out that the rentals of the
dairy farms are higher than those for the stockeraising farnms, especially in the
100~199 acre group. Thus over all farms, the average rental for the dairy group
works out at about 24 shillings per acre as ageinst 15 shillings for the stock-
rearing farms, While & part of this difference may be attributable to greater
- investment in the forp of landlords! capital in the case of the dairy farms it is,

perhaps, also an indication of tho somewhat greater fertility of these farms over
those in the stock-rearing group, Nevertheless, the sumnary dees serve to show the
different levels of production in these two farming types, '

It is, perhaps, too much to expect that the ret

urns for predominantly
rearing farms should agpproximaté to those for similar siz

ed dairy farms, in view of
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fthe differences both in the nature of the enterprises and in the relative inputs,
But livestock production is as important as that of milk, and every effort should be
nade to achieve the increases aimed at in the agricultural expansion programmc. The
percentage incroases over pre-war production laid down for livestock products are
not so spectacular as those for crops, but the inherent differences in thec two forms
of production render increases in the fornmer a nuch slower process, Prices of fat
cattle and fat sheep and lambs continue to be guaranteed and announced in advance,
and it is to be hoped that this fact will serve %o safeguard the corresponding
prices of store stock, with which these farms are chiefly concerned, The payment of
a direct subsidy of £4 for cach ayproved steer and £3 for each approved heifer calf
‘reared to twelve months should, however, prove an incentive to farmers to rear

nore calves, ‘

The realisation of satisfactory incomes on these rearing farms, especially
the smaller onas, depends to some considerable extent on the achicevenment of more
intensive production, As already indicatecd this is more difficult to accomplish
under upland than)ﬂowland conditions. Yet farmers at the mediup to higher elevations,
no less than those on the lowlands, have in the past adapted their farming methods
to meet changing conditions, and will continue . to do so. Thus in the case of sheep
they have drastically reduced the nunbers of wethers with the decline in public
taste for this class of mutton, and increased the numbers of breeding ewes,
incidentally achieving a quicker rate of turnover, The development of the fat lamb
trade has served to induce increasing nunbers of upland farmers to grade a proportion
of their wether lambs, while at the medium and lower clevations crosses which give
heavier weights have come into favour during tecent years, even where this means
some sacrifico in early maturing qualities. Such changes in systems of nanagement
are found to have taken place in the two counties under review, where particular
attention is given to the sheep enterprise, Total nunbers of sheep in 3Brecon and
_ Radnor in 1946, nmorcover, were the highest ever recorded since such particulars
were first obtained officially on an annual basis in 1867. The increases in Brecon
and Radnor between 1939 and 1946 amounted to 2,5 and 6,1 per cent respectively, The
‘severe weather of the past winter, however, resulted in the loss of one~third of
the sheep population of Radnor and 37 per cent of that of 3recon,

The cattle enterprise, on the other hand, has not shown such drastic
changes, end probably offers greater opportunity for some adaptation in methods of
management, The "one calf per cow" system is still widespread, although, as already
indicated, the practice of rcaring two or more is gaining ground, While making
greater demands on labour and on feed supplies and possibly on cropping, the latter
ié a step in the right direction, and in view of the urgent call for incrcased beef
supplies will doubtless receive the active encouragenent of those responsible for
inplementing agricultural policy in the countics concerned, Hand fed foods both
in the calf stage and during the store period could be improved with advantage,
while sheep are usually given the run of the better pastures, especially in spring
before they arc turned on to the hills, While it is realised that it is not
possible to elininate the store period, somewhat better feeding and grazing would
make for more uniform growth in stores-and possibly better nilking qualities and
therefore inproved rearing propensities in cows, It also seems established that
it will not be possible to obtain the necessary supplies from 1oobper cent beef
cattle and that there will have to be ®esort to cross-breds. The recently announced
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schene for a free artificial insenination service from colour-marking beef bulls
(of three approved breeds) for the purpose of producing calves for rearing for
beef should go some considerable way towards replenishing our supplies, This schene,
of course, is only intcended to be utilised in the case of cows of moderate nilking
cepacity, whose calves nay be reared for beef, and would otherwise be slaughtered
as bobbies or perhaps eventually transferred 1nto nilking herds to the detriment
of our dairy 1ndustry. The Brecon Agricultural Executive Comnittee has for some
time operated & scheme for salvaging young Hereford and Ilereford~cross calves from
Ministry of Food collecting centres, chiefly for. ~dispatch to rearing arcas outside
the county, although subsiantial nunbers have been retained by the Committee and
sold out as forward stores or in fat condition, It appears that the possibilities
of extending thiis practice are under active consideration,

While the rearing of shecep and of cattle nust remain the chief forms of
. production, opportunifes for extending poultry and plgmkeeplng will prohably increase,
and these might well become uscful supplenentary centerprises in the general farming
©COonony,

With the call for an increasc in the value of the agricultural output of
the order of £100 million (or 20 per cent) by 1951-2, the industry has been set a
fornidable task, It is, however, to reccive favourable consideration in the matter
of lebour supply, with prospects of increases in supplies of feedingstuffs, ferte~
ilisers, seeds, and ‘agricultural machinery, along with inprovements in ancillery
aids to production such as farn buildings and houses for farm workers, ZFarmers
are also assured of guaranteed prices for crops, fat stock,; milk and éggs. The
agriculture of Brecon and Radnor, it is true, is essentially of an intermediate
nature, sales consisting chiefly of store cattle and store sheep and draft ewes
for further breeding, Yet guarantce of prices for the finished products should
serve to maintain outlsfactory levels of prices in the nmarkets for store stock,
Farmers will at least be free from the vagaries of price fluctuations, and the

stability thus a:forded should enable a policy of expansion to be safely under-
taken, ,

Table. LI PENDIX,

I.
II,
III.
iv.
Ve
VI,
VII.
VIII.
IX.
b
XI,

Land Utilisation Per
Land Utilisation Per
Numbers of Livestock
Numbers of Livestock
Numbers of ILivestock
Cepital per Farm and

Farn,

100 Acres,

per Farn,

per 100 Acres,
in Cow Units,
Per 100 Acres,

Receipts per Farm and Per 100 Acres,
Expenses per Farn and Per 100 Acres,
Numbers of Full-time Persons Employed,
Fern Income, Labour Incoms and Managerial

Measures of Output,

Eernings, .
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Table 1,

Land Utilisation (per Farm),

H : : ¢
Size Groups, S I, ; II, III. . v, V,
(Lores), : 0 ~ 99 : 100~149:-150-199; 200-299: 300 +

[
.
.
v

411
Farms,

Nunber of Farms : 10 : 12 - 48

e oo lee ee e

9 : 10 : 7

Acres, : Acros, : Acres, : Acres, Acres,

: : ! :
Wheat _ ' 2,17 2,33 1.50 4,20 ¢ 2,29 : 2,53
Barley ¢ 2,05 3,11 : - 3,06 ; 3,72 Tel4 3459
Oats . ' 7.83 ¢ 13,25 : 17,05 : 22,10 32,18 ; 17,44
Mized Corn : 0415 025 1 2.50 1+ 0450 + 2,00 : 0,96
Rye : - - - 0.55 : - 1 0,11

Acres,

e e ae

Total Jorn - i 12,20 ; 18,94 ; 31,07 5 43,61 3 24,63

Potatoes : 1.35 ¢ 1,40 : 2,67 3454 2,11
Mangolds ¢ 0483 0,91 i 0,80 1.46 ¢ 0,89
Turnips and Swedss : 1.70 : 3.48 : 6.25 ; 8,68 4,82
kale and Cabbage . : 0,07 : 0.21 : 1.73 + 2,71 0.82
Rape 1.80 2,89 6,18 10,93 5.01
Linseed : - - 0s25 - : 0,05
Cultivated Qrchards : - : - : : : - 0,01

Total Tillage : 17,95 : 27,83 : i 70,93 38,34

2,15 6,10 ' . 10,03 :  6.08
1.10 0092 : H 10.79 . - 4016

Temporary Grass for Hay
Temporary Grass for Grazing

Total Arable 21,20 : 34,85 ; 48,58

28,50 : 16,06

H

91-75 :
143,25 & 65.56

!

H

H

ee oo eo |ea oo os

Permanent Grass for Hay f 9.85 ¢ 12,19
Permenent Grass for Grazingy 22,78 . 46,96

ee ae ee |ee ae

S

Total Permanent Grass i 32,63 59415 : s 171,75 81,62

Rough Grazing 3 16,35 22,21 . : 173,36 50.89

~ Total Crops : : 116,21 : 436,86 ; 181,09

: :
Buildings and Roads 1.98 : : 4414 2,13

Woodlands N 3,10 ¢ 12,71 4 8,49

L H H s
Total Acroage 121,37 : 453071_1;}21123_
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Table II,

Land Utilisation (Per 100 Acres),

]
II. H III‘
100~149;:.150~199

H

IV. } VQ
200~299;
)

Size Groups.
(Acres),

I,
0-99

All
Farms.

Acres,

Aeres, Acres, Acres,

Acres,

Wheat
Barley
Oats
Mixzed Corn
Rye

2.89
2,73
10.41
0620

1,92
2,56
10,91
0o 21

088
1,79
10,02
1,47

-~

1,83
1,63

H
:
H
.
:
pt
9467 .
.
.
'
:
R

1,32
1,87
9.10
0450
0. 06

ee ¢o ea S5 sa wa ee |ee ** oo

0e22
0,24

-

..

-

Total Corn 16423 14,16

13,59 12,85

..

Potatoes
Mangolds

. Turnips and Swedes
K=le end Cabbage
Rape
Linseed
Cultivated Qrchards

1,80
1,10
2,26
0.10
2540

1,27
034
3423

1,17
0435
2474
0675
2,70
Oell

-

1.10
0.47
2,51
0s43
2,61
0003

-

-

-

Total Tillage 21,41

23,89

20,00

Temporary Grass for Hay
Temporary Grass for Grazing

2,86
1,46

- 5«03
0.75

3430

3,17
2,65

2,17

Total Arable 28,21 28,71 2736

25.34

8,38
34,20

Permanent Grass for Hay
Permanent Grass for Grazing

13,11
30,430

10,04

9,26
38,69

35453

Total Permanent Grass 43441 48,73 44479 42,58

Rough Grazing 21,76 . 18,30 20441 26,54

Total Crops 9574

93438 92456 94,46

Buildings and Roads
Woodlands

1,80
4,82

1,63

0+99
2,63

6.45'

0,91
2,80

!
:
:
:
;
!
!
:
z
’
3
$
:
:
]
:
!

-t
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
t
:
:
:
:
[
:
:

4
!
:
$ {
H :
H H
t H
¢ H
H :
H H
3 !
4 :
: :
H :
H H
H :
¢ :
H !
¢ t
H H
H [
¢ $
! 22593 !
H ¢
H H
! H
H H
] H
: H
H ¢
H ¢
! H
t H
¢ :
t :
4 :
) :
H H
3 ]
¢ H
: ¢

.
.
.
.
.
!
¢
H
!
]
.
4
*
.
.
1]
.
.
»
.
3
.
[]
’
!
[y
.
.
.
!
.
.
.
.
'
]
.
.
.
.
.
¢
I}
.
1]
3
.
.
13
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Total Acreage '100.00 100,00

e S—

100,00

e |ea ee e e ve we we es |ee sa oo
Qoah.‘0..‘;0t-.n."n“”ﬁvnn«.”.’na.,vo.-o..c.’.u“oou.c‘

100,00 100,00




t Farns,
All
Farms,

!
:

V.

Ve

100-149¢ 150-199: 200-299; 300 +

S

and Closing Valuations),

Iv,

.
.

III,

{

Pable IV,

II,
¢+ 100-149: 150-199; 200-299: 300 +

>
—
Laa}
Lol
[}
~1
e
<
=]

.

.
[
.

. I L
0-99

I,
0-99

Inpbers of Livestock per 100 Acre

(Average Copening

:
:

Numbers of Livestock Per Farn.
(Average Opening & Closing Valuations),

fize Groups.
(Lcres),

Total Pigs

Laying Fowls
owls

Other FPoultry

Total Cattle
Bresding Ewes

Other Sheep
Total Sheep

Breeding Sows

Other Pigs
Total Horses

Total Cattle

Breeding Ewes

Other Sheep
motal Sheep

Breeding Sows

Other Pigs
Total Horses

Total Poultry
Work Horses
Total Pigs:

Size Groups
(Acres)
Total Poultry

ing
Work Horses

]

v
v

Cows and In~Calf Heifers

Other Cattle
Cows and In~Calf Heifers

Other Poultry
Other Cattle
Jther Horses

O0ther Horses

1a
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Table V,

Yumbers of Livestock in Cow Units,

Size~Groups
(Acres)

I, H II.

0 -99 « 100-149
i Per 4 Per

Per ; 100 s Per : 100

1 III,
i

H

:

¢« FarmysAcresiFarm 3 Acres

H

s

3

150-199
s Per
Per ; 100
Farm; Acres

v,
200-299
+ Per
Per : 100
Farm; Acres

oe oo |@e eo

1

Cows 5.7 846 1 T4l 110,6 3 6,2 6,2

Other Cattle 8.3 1 6,9 1 946 1 547 642

|
[sN
-

BN

ow |66 on o oo |ee we oo |es o=

-
e oo |0 we o oo |ee

Total 11,2 114.9

H H
QOther Stock 11641 21,3

1649 :14.0

N
(o]
o

11.9

*

o}
o

:1803 ;4109

.} ; . g !
Total Livestock 312743 :3642 136,9 :30,4 13042 317045

20,0 :16.4

e lee o% loa @ |oe o= ee ov lae 2o oo o o=

4
H
H
$ !
:
!

{
!
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Table VI,

Capital per Farm,
(Livestock and Implements),

Size Groups

II, III,
(Acres)

100~149 150-199

1v,
200-299

£0 £.
514,1 638,4
Sheep 363,1 59048
Pigs 19,7 21,7

H
:
:
! L
:

. z .
Poultry ¢ 40,1 2845

:
i
:

901,7
890.0
26,2
5349
14905
2021,3
673.4

Cattle

Horses 10742 162,7
Total Livestock 1044,2 144241
Inplements 34046 52045
Total Livestoak &
Inplements
Total Livestock &
Implenents (Por
__ 100 Aczes) ¢ I

1384,8 19562,6 2694,7

we oo loe an |oe oo |oe eo eo oo oo ee oo [oo e

1140.9 1 1152,5 : 1178,8
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Table VII,

Peceipts. (Per Farm),

Size Groups,
(Acres)

I, II.
0~-99 100~149

III,
150-199

Ve
300 ¥

Acres 7562 121,4 170, 3 453,77

EN
659

232,7
21545
23,0
61,1
30,1

e
1047

Lo
251,4

Crops'& Acreage Payments

Cattle
Sheep
Pigs
Poultry
Horses

418,7
41542
20.1
60,0
16,4

803,2
1324.4
16,4
108,9
24,4

ee 4= @» ae oo ** lee eo ¢e [ae o> [os ee @
es an @e 0o we [®0 eu o= [, ee |es L, ea

ee oo las @e we @0 o= g [%* wu on [se wo jee o ov

Total Livestock

930.5

8.6
49,2
52,3

12201, 3

we [ax oo lee oo o6 04 4o oo e ea eo jee oo les e «e

Dairy Products
Total Grants
Qther Receipts

.
.
»
.
N
.
.
v
.
.
.
v

*s oo [ee oo oo oo Jee e |ee

Total Receipts @xcluding;
Farnm Produce) s
Value of Produce Consunmeds
Total Receipts (incl,
Farm Produce)
Per Fsrno
Per 100 Acres

oe 2o |6 @ er e [®e es Jou se w» G0 eo o5 |0r oo om [ee es |0e «o e

1145,0
2,1

1227,9
721,1

ee 0o oo we <o e+ 4. @ ao |ee ea we
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Table VIII.

Expenses (Per Farn),

II. III.
1007149 150~199

Size Groups
(Acres),

I,

v, V.
0-99

i !
200-299 : 300 +

7542 121.4 176.3 A228‘§,_ 45347

£, £4
106,1 146,9
12,6 12,3
266,2 202,6 17442
21,7, 27,6 25,1
0.9 348 ¢ 11,2 12,6
26,3 42,1 51,5 €1,5
;2-6 : 50.1 7049 89.5
Miscellaneous 81.2 100, 7 148, 6 202,6
Inplements 26,8 16,6 - 66,1 7746
Hired Labour S 4743 107,62 93,7 232,2
Casual Labour 5e3 5.7 ¢ 26,4 2044

Sons and Deughters 7440 10549 156,8
Total Labour (€XM, Farnmer

and Wife)
Value of Farmer & Wife
Total Labour (inc, Farmer
and Wife)
Total Exponses (exzcl,Farmer
& Wifeq Per Farn
__Per 100 Acres
Totel Expenses- (ncl, Farner
& Wifey: ~ Per Farn
. - " Per 100 Acres

£
263,0
15,9
460,3
4440
21,1
107.5
7166
283 44
113,4

279.6
38,0

Rent

Rates -
Livestock :
FOOdS: »
Stock-kecp
Seeds
Fertilisers

oo oo oo os me |0e oe

Lo
89.1
Te1

L

68,1

6.5
142,7
. 17, 8

ee eo oo ae [e0 oo [es e

eo ®o e @ 00 eo eo 0o |ee o [t0 oo
e

ee oo ®o so oo 6o ®° oo es |ee e |ve o

ee oo

127.1
221,5

es ¢o oo @e we |8 0o oo se es oo e =

21¢,8 275.9
197.6 :+  217,2

416.4

33945
2145

54947
223,3

ee oo eo we we oo |00 ao o

. o

34346 496,1 55440 77340

816,2
672.5

1913.8
335.3

532,0

978,5
70749

57446

1195,7
702,2

1141,8
49945

1935,0
426.5

06 oe |66 oo oo |60 oo |[®® oo o ee o .

75345
1002,7

ae o eo |80 oo e [ea e

1356%3
59343

2158,3
47547

7849+ 232,1
t
H
!

.a as [®® ae oo [se oo oo

ee ae oo |®® <o  ae

l Taﬁie IX.

Nunbers of Fulle-time Persons
"Employed,

. :
Size Groups ¢+ I, 1, II. : : All
(Acres} 0-99 ! 10Q—149 ¢ 150-199 .- 3 . 200-299 < 300+ Farns,
: i Per : Per ‘t Per . Per Per Per
' :

III, ¢ IV, Ve

Per ; 100 & Per :-100 ; Per : 100 i Per : 100 ; Per ; 100 : Per : 100
Farn ;Acres:Parn gAcrcs Farn ;Acres:Farm Acres:Farm Acres 1 Farns: Acres
[ H .o ¢ t e

1 0433 04451 3 0. 04651+ 0435: 1,50: 0.66;: 1,38y 0.41; 0.96;

Sons & Daughters' 06551 0s73: 3 0-52' 1.00: 0459: 06461 0420: 1434; 0430: 0.75:

T Farmer -and Wlfe 1,23; 1,63 .oo 0.(9 1,19: '0,70; 1,108: .0, 51. 1,23: 0. 27- 1,17,
' : t B v :
ngal : 2,113 2,31; 2 44 2.01- 2,04 1.67i43.;4¢.1 37; 4545 0.98 2,68,

7
.6

.
.
.
.
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'Table X

Farm Incone, Labour Income & Managerial Earnlnvs
: in £!'s per Farn,

‘IiI.
150-199

II,
100~149

Size Grbups.
(Acres)

, . £ Lo
Total Receipts (inel,
Farn Produce)
Total Expenses (excl,

‘ Farmor & Wlfe)
Cash 3alance
Valuation leference
Fern Incone
Intorast on Capital @ 6%
Labour Income
Allowances for Wages to

Farner and -Wife
Menagerial Earnings

e "o ®v wo e oo oe

104945

816,2
& 233,3
v 8242
+ 31545

0341
¥ 232,4

12279

97045
¥ 249.4
+ 120.6
¥ 37340

117,68
+ 260,2

21742
v 43,0

197,6
+ 34,8

Farn Incomo
Interost on Capital @ 3%
Labour Income =~

‘Menageriel Earnings

+ 315,5

4145
+ 27440
+ 7644

+ 379.0

5349,
+ 319,1
+ 101,9

:
:
:
4
!
!
L
‘.
H
]
H
!
.
’,
$
.
¢
3
]
¢

6e 00 ws o0 00 sv |60 s €6 e s We o 9o @2 ac oo O oo ws |ee oo oo
e o2 oo 6 oo o 6o oo o 8o eo s G = es O° 00 oo Co e |0 oo’ eo
oo oo ®o ®0 oo 00 lee oo S @o ®o O» oo @0 ee oo ¢ ov ws oo [co oo
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