
 
 

Give to AgEcon Search 

 
 

 

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library 
 

 
 

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search. 

 
 
 

Help ensure our sustainability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AgEcon Search 
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu 

aesearch@umn.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C. 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu


FOM COCTS OF FIR7D LEDOUR IN

WAIES  1177-IM 1943-4.

by

J. H, Sm1th,,Me0c.,

.lepartent of Agricultural fEconomide,

UniversIty College of Wales,

ABE1YS2WYTH.

19"5. 

Prices One shillinE.



(41/A

F?kIT,A COSTS OF HIRED LABO7R  IN WA1,11 DURING

1943-4.

During the first few years of this war farmers in Wales increased the
area under tillage crops by, per cent, and although it became necessary dur3nz
this last farming year to re-seed to leys a large proportion of the land plougLej.
up in 1939-40, the tillage area has been maintained at about the 1943 acreage.
There was, during 1943-4, a furthur small reduction in the acreage of permanent
pasture but with an incroaxe of about one-third in that of rctational grasses
the total of ivalkural grass for grazing and hay was greater than in theclot:Tweire.o,previous year.

The following table shows the utilisation of land on thirty-two farms
for which special information relating to costs of labour was collected:-

1943-4.

Total
0a1ti.vated : Total

• Area, • Area.

: 70, t 700
Tillage ; 31e0 22,3
Rotational Grasses 3 2003 l216
Permanent Pas'iure 484 : 3500
Rough Grazings - a .fe.-1 —
Acres per farml, a
Cultivated Area 286 a 236
Rough Grazing :  - ; 112 

Total : 28G : 398

The information relating to labour on these farms is not quite
representative of the conditions in Wales as a whole. The farms were selected
because of their size and the fact that the labour used on them was mainly or
wholly hired. The information was primarily needed for measuring changes in
the farm costs of labour. These changes are affected partly by adjustments
which have been made in the ordinary weekly contract rates of wages, partly by
variations in the numbers and classes o2 workexs employed and also partly by
some increase in the overtin.e employment, But the results described, while
providing very useful information on the importance of these changes, are not
to be taken as indicating a general picture of the actual costs of labour on
the small farms of Wales,

Supply of Labour, The total recorded agricultural labour force in
Wales in June 1944 was 23 per cent greater than in 1939, It was over 12 per
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cent greater than that recorded. in the pl:.evious year', There have been no importaa
changes in the number of men in regular employmenil, The number of boys forming
part of the normal complement of farms has been reduced by about 9 per cent and •
the number of women, other than 111,,12,, in continuous employment on the same
farms has increased by about 13 per cent f The - number of workers casually omployuct
by farmers has increased by nearly 50 per ceni. Members of the W.LAr, rccoraod ar,
working in Wales in 1944 nuzibered nearly 2,500, and nearly 2,200 prisoners of wa-,7
were engaged on farm work in tle Principality.

In 1939 women and gimls on farm in Wales representod p6xcon•...
of all workers. By 1944 their numbers had. risen by more than 50 per pent and they
then represenied over one-fifth of the toa1. Members of the W,L,A. accounted
for less than 60 per Cent of the increase in female workers, the balance .being
made up by a ,rise in the number .Of women pnd girls living in rural areas who had
taken up farm work. The total number of hired workers in 1944 represented
approximately. 2 per 100 acres of crops and grss The average number of workers
employed on the specially 1-ecord4(1 farms was 7,3 per farm and 25 per 100 acres
of crops and grass)

1 ; per 100 acresi 
i : of Cultivated
: Per Farm. Land. 

Regulars: :
21 and over 7 4.0 : 1,4
under 21 . 0.7 0.2
women and girls : 0,5  : 0.2 

Women's Land Almy : 1,0 0.3
Pr:Isoners of' war : o3. : 0.1
Casuals) 7 i
Mon : 0,5 : 0.2,
Boys and yvo.ths : : -
Women and. girls 0.3 0.1

:
Total ! - 7.3

In 22 of the cases farmers and their wives helped with the manual work,
and 12 sons and 2 daughters were also included.

Nine of the.ro?orded farms provided regular employment for women,
including meLaber3 of the W.-L.A., and an eclual number employad 70:isoners of war.

The vt:tiven of labour .on farms on the 4th June 1944 wRs in differont form from
the returns obt6,ined in,previous years' ho change has resulted in a somcwhaf,
fuller enumeration and has bendciel to transfer some classes of workers from
the Ilcasual" to the 'regular' class.
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This .enquiry has now been continued for fjur years and the following summary show,
the percentage disribution of weeks worked by each of the main classes of perso*0o
regularly employed on these iarms.

Per cent. of Total Weeks.

 4

Year.

1939-40 :
1940-41 :

)1941-42 :
1942-43 :

1943-44 :

Males.

No, of : years & : : "%men & :prisoners:

Farms. : over. : Uncler 21: girls.  : of War. : Total.

44 : 84.1 14.1 : 1.8
47 : 82.7 : -,t2;7 4.6 :
42. 78.0 : ,11,9 10.1

36 76,3 10.5 3.1.,6
32 : 7o.7 9.9 15.0 :

:
• 

70.

1.6
4.4

%.

100.0
: 100.0
: 100.0

100.0
: 100.0

These results show El steady fall in the proportionate amounts of total
time in work-weeks accounted fr;r by men and boys, and in increase in that credited
to women and girls. The introauctioon of ,prisoner-of-war labour as part of the

regular complement.of -farms duving he Iasi-, two years is also indicated.

The actudil total numbev of wGeks workod per. farm by each of the main
classes of regular workers is showa in the following table:-

Employment -,tir farm in Person-weeks.

Bailiffs and Foremen

,Traete7! Drivers
Shepherds

Carters
Cowmen

Other Special Workers

Labourers 54.'4
2(2,28

Youths and. Boys : 31.3

Females: pull-tine 11.2

'Pris'oners of War

Total 245,3

l'er 100 acres cuItiv.4

ated crops and grass  80 

: 19/10-1 : 1941-2 1942-3 19,13-4

13.3 :
8,7 :

10.7 :

52.5 :

56D9 :

1c:).3

No. No.
12.5 : 13.1

6.4 6.7
10.7 11.3
55.1 53.2
538 52.7

3.7 : 3.8
72.0 : 60.5

214.2 : 201.3
32°7 : 278
27.6 : 30,6

: 4,3
27';c5 . : 264.0

:93

No.

14,6
15,8

; 11.3

45.6
51.8

: 3.3

57.3 

: 19728,0
42.5

  12.4
:2o2,o.

: 99 : 99

tk.
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It - will be seen that the number of weeks of work done per ferm.bTmen ir
this last year was about the same as in the previous one.: The amount of work done
.per farm by women and girls in 1943-4 was nearly four •times greater than that
recorded in •1940-41. The weeks worked by prioners of war averaged 12 per farm.
The . total weeks worked by 'all workers amounted. to 99 per 100 acres, and were
nearly 24 Der cent more than those recorded on similar farms in 194041.

Although the number of weeks of work clone iier farm by men .was nearly
the same as in the previous year, and was only four weeks less than that shown for
the records examined in 1940-1, it represents a much smaller proportion of the
total fdr all classes c) regular workers. A full comparison of the results from
records collected during the last years is given 

below:F6v4

Importance of work done by each Class  of
Regular Worker. (Per cent of total weeks,

worked by all).

: 194n-1 1941-2 1 42-3 : 1943-4

%./c• I.0

Bailiffs and _Foremen -5.4 : 4.5- 5.0 5.2,
Tractor Drivers .. - : 3.5 2.3 2.6 5.6
Shepherds 4.4 3.9 4.3 : 4.0
Carters 21.4 20,.1 : 2(%1 - 16,, 1
Cowmen 23.2 : 19.6 : 2n.° 18.3•

Other Special Classes : _2.6 1.4 1.4 : 1.1
General Labour : 22.2  .26,2 : 22.9 :_ 20.3

: 82.7 : 78.o 76.3 70.7
Youths and Boys : 1207 119 . 10.5 9.9
Females (Full-time.) : . 4,6 10.1 11.6 15.0

. Prisoners of War : - - : 1.6 4.4

Total 100.0 : 100.0 : 100.0 : 10q.0
•••-•-•

The records for 1940-1 showed that nearly 83 per cent of the total weeks
worked by regular workers were accounted for by men; less than , 13 per cent by
youths a(nd boys; and less. than 5 per cent by women. In contrast, the information
for this last year shows these. .ap-nro.71-.1mte percentages: 71, 10, and 15 respectively,
with the addition of just, over Ll; per -cent worked by Prisoners of War.

Wages and  Earnings. In January, 1944,-.the NationAl minimum weekly wage
of £3. 5..0. for ordinary adult male workers beca4e o-nerative; it amounted to •
an inreaseo± rather more than 8 per cent on the previous minimum of £3. since
August 1939 tie minimum rates have increased. by96 per cent.

The actual contract wages received by workers tend to be somewhat higher
than the minimum. This is shown in the following summary, which relates to
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conditions at the beginning of each of the last siz Septembers:-

Average of Minimum and Contract Rates of  Wares,

All Adult Males in-

: : Ordinary Hale : cluding 82e ial

: Average :  Workers.   Classes.  

. of

: Minimum Contract : Differ- : Contract Differ-

Rates  Wage. :  - ence. Wage. once.......

September: s. d, s. d.
1939 : 336, 3 36. 6 :

1940 48. 0 50.11 :

1941 48. 0 : 50. 0 :

1942 6o. 0 62, 9

1943. : Go. 0 63, 8

1944 65. 0 70. 2

s, ci. s. d. : s. d.

3. 3 40.;10 : 7. 7
2.11 53. 3 : 5. 3

2. 0 53. 3 5. 3
2,9 66.4 6.4

3.8 . 67.6 7.6

5, 2 75, 1 10. 1

The increase in the margin between minimum and contract wages supports

a general impression that,, because of the greater demand for worker, farmers
have recently been obliged to offer rates appreciabTy higher than the minimum.

Comparison of weekly rates, payable to each class of 7,dult worker at

the outbreak of war and during last September, shows these results:-

Weekly Contract Wages of Adult Male Workers.

September

: 1939 =
1939. : 1944. :

s. d 4:4/•

Bailiffs and Foremen: 48. 4 : 86: 4 179
Tractor Drivers . 45.11 : 72. 5 : 158

Shepherds : 41.5 : 83. 3 . 201
Cowmen . 42.11 80. 1 187

Carters 39. 9- : 71, 6 : , 18o
General Labourers 36. 6 : 7o. 2 : 192 

: . .

Average : 40.10 : 75.  1 

The increase in contract wages during the period is shown as 84 per

cent, rather less than the increase in the legal minimum, but for shepherds the

yk_

•••



rate has doubled.

The average of weekly contraci, rages naiej to each of the main classos
of men ,vor he full year 1943.-4 varied between 68s,40,, for generl labcmrers rn(1.
83s4a, for bailiffs. The weekly rates for 1943-34 showed a general increase of
18s,10d.. or 35 per ccint over taose paid in 1940, and of S7 per cent over those
paid in 1939-40.

2,yerage Weekly Cof.tracb Wages,

: 134C-1 1941 -

1943-4
:ILcrease

2.942-3 : 1945-4 :on 1940-1

Bailiffs and Foremen : 59. .1
Tractor Drivers 541:0
Shepherds 5;5 .7
Carters
Cowmen : 55, 1
General Labourers G 

4

Average 54. 8

4

s, a sc a :s. ci; s, a
680 9 v 70, ) t 83, : 24, 7

: , : 16,r, 71e
1 71, 2 : 3L10 26, 3
65,4 e9c 17, 5
68, 9 : 78, 5 23, 4

59. , 6I  7  GC, 4 27, 4_

630 5
64, 1
Gle G
65, 5

63, 66,1A : 73,6 : 18,10

The increase has been greateuil foz bailiff, shepherds and cowmen,
that is for those who. occupy the most responsible positions on the farms.. There
has been a cons.:;.dtrzable growth in the demand for tracbor driver but the special
attractions of. the work, seem to have anabled farmers to find men without offering
any. .partiCular inducements in the form of exceptionally high weekly wages..

The actual. vreekly.earnings are ffected by. overtime and bonus payments
and also by lost tithe, Overtime payments amounted to just over £24, and loss of
wages due'to 4.c)st time to £5, on each faim, The average weekly earnings, in the
last four yeaiis, of each class of adult male worker for which information is
available is as follows

Arerage Weekly earnings.

1943-4
t i i

x  )9401 Q 1941-2 i 1942-3 

3 sc id ! sc d s, a s› a : $, d
Bailiffs and Foremen : 60, 0 : O. 4 : 72.-3 84e 6 : 24, 6
Tractor Drivers L .56,:l % 64., 9 : 69, 5 : 74, 1 : 18. 0
Shepherds : 56, 8 : -66, 2 : 73, 4 : 86. 7, t 29, 7
Carters 52, 9 :'62, 6 & 67. 2. ; 71, 7 c 18i10
Cowmen 57., 8 ; GiS, 5 4 Vu. 8 : 30, 4 t 22. 8
General Labourers 1.....52. 7 : 60„ 1 : 63. 6 t 70,  2 L18. 7

t i : . :
, 55,10 : 64,11 : 69Q 5 4 75, 6  : 19. 8Average

-tIncrease
1943,34 t on 1940-1
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The increase in weekly earnings over the four years, as shown by
collected records, varied between 1850 foyr tractor drivers and 29s.7d, for
shepherds,

Die.ferences between contract wages and weekly earnings. in-eaah of :the.
four years have on an average varied between.ls.2d. .11 1940,1 And 2s.6d0
Last year earnings were 2s, higher than contract wages

Excess of Average Weekly Earnings over
Contract Bates:

•

:  1940.4 : 1941-2

st d
Bailiffs and foremen: 0011
Tractor trivers 1. 3
Shepherds 't . 1. 1
Carters 1. 5
Cowmen .2. .7'.;
General Lh,bourers t  O. 7 

Average

1
: 1942-3  :

SE? d st ci
0, 7 :. 1. 0.10_
1. 4 : 6. o 2. 6
1411 : 2, 2 4..5
1„ 6 : 1,10 : 1:10
1; 0 : 1.,„11 : loll
0. 8 : lll. ; 1.10

1, 2 : 1, 5 2. 6 2. cj 

The differences for carters, cowmen, an4 general labourers .the three
group which cnstitute the bulk of the labour force on these farms, remained. ,
.aiproiltately the same in each of the four Y-ears. For 1943-4 .the extra ,earnings_
'f*Oti Overtime work and bonus payments amounted on an average to just over 25.5d..Ter week, but lost time reduced this to 2s0

The average age of youths and boys employed on the recorded farms in
each of—the:last five years has been subject to some variation, and .compar.isons,.
between their' -aver.age weekly earnings in .each year have to be made withcaution.

3.
„

• Average Contract Weekly Wages and Earnings  of
Boys and Youths (under 21 years).

Diff-
tContract.tEarnings,. erence. 

t s. d s. d : s. d
1939-.40 270.1 28. 1 4 0. 2
19.4Q.-,41 34.:1 : 34. 3 : 0. 2

. 1941..42 ; 36, 6 38. 3 t 1, 9
:194-43 t 4.1,!5 44. 3
1943-44 :.51. 4 51. 6 : •O. 2
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The.average con45raci wage of male workers under 21 years in 1939-40 urti.
63 per cent ofthi-lt of adult workers; last year it was 68 po, cent() P.DIffcreaes
be.-4ween coiabract wages and nannings showed widor..yuaily flaoi;uations than did
those for wages an6 earnings of men. .

Average weekly contract wages and. earnings of women, for which figures
are available for the favws recorded duyi.ng the last forl.r years, tended to
a:pproximate to those of youths and, boys. They were

Contract Wages anA Earnings of Wounn.

; Contract
Yetare Waga 

s, d

1940-1 ; 340 3
194:!,,2 Z5,0 2
1942,,3 : 460 4
19434 t 510 0

Earnings. Difference.

se ci s. d'

S4, 0. 4
36, 2 l0
47,11. 1. 7
52,10 110

tt would. appear howevev :that women had more opportunity of increasing their
earnings by ovome. employment since the difference between the contract wage
and earnings tonded. to be greater.

Cosi-is of Labour per Farm and per 100 Acres.

. The total cost of labour per farm in '1943.-4 amotnted to £1,110.11. 0
as comp-ared with £977, 9, Oe in the pievious year, Uosts per 100 acres of crops
and grass were £3870.4. 00 and £350. 6. 0. respectively.

Total expenditure on adult malcs. represented just under 68 per cent.
of that oI all labouromp.ared with the .records for 1940-1 the increase in the
cost.Of . this class (4.1,7crk-r per 100 acres was jusi; ove..r 46 pox. c.ont' The cost
of labour done by Tiuths and be3i.:.; was :55 per cent higher than that recorded in
1940-1. "



TearlN Copts of ta,..:;ur Der Farm.

:  1940-1.

Adult Male Employees:

Bailiffs & Foremen :
Tractor Drivers
Shepherds
Carters
Cowmen

Other Special
Classes

Ordinary Labourers
Total Adult Males : 548.19. 5

Other Employees:
Youths and Boys
Prisoners of War
Females (Ful)-time)

14 (Domestics)
Casual Labour
Family Labour

1941 2. : 1942.-3.

s. d. : L. s, d

39.15.10

24. 8. 5
30, 9. 3
138, 8. 0
158. 5. 3

43.
: 20.13. 0
: 35. 510
; 172. 5. o
: 178.18.10

: 11. 7.10
: 216. 5('

678. 1. 8

£. s. a

: 47. 9. 7
: 23.16. 2
: 41, 9. 4
: 178,13. 9

186. 0. 6

; 12.15. 6
: 191.19. 4
: 682. 4. 2

53.11. 8 : 59. 9. 9:

19, 8. 1 : 47.10, 5
9.14, 8 : 19. 1. 6
29.16.11 : 72.15, 9

: 6.17.0 : 21, 8., 7

Total Hired Workers: 668, 7. 9: 898, 7, 8 :

61.13. 7
9. 0. 8
73. 4. 9
25. 6. 4
84.19. 2
40.19.11

17.2_8

:per cent of

: 1943.-4. :TotR1 Cost3?

L. s. d : Nw.

61.16. a : 5.6
58.11.10 : 5.3
48.13. 1 : 4.4
163. 1. 8 : 14.6
208, 1, 2 18.7

10.15. 9:
201. 2. 0 : 18.1 

752. 1. 9: 67.7

: 72. 2. 9
: 28.18. 1
: 112. 5. o
: 25. 3. 9
. 66.18.11
: 53.  odlo

1.0

6.5
2.6
10.1
2.3

6.o
4.8

:1110.11. 1 : 100.6

Cost of labour per 100 acres of crops and grass amounted to £387.14. 6,
of which £345.16. 6. was in respect of regular hired workers, £23, 7. 7. in
respect of casual workers, and L18010. 5. in respect of members of farmers'
families.

Cost of Labotr per 100 Acres Cultivated Crops & Grass.

Regular Labour:
Adult Males
Boys.
Prisoners of War
Women

Total
Casual

.Family

Total

Contract Work

:  1939-40. : 1940-1. : 1941-2.

1. s, d : L4, s, d

; 159.14.10 : 176.18. 8
: ltc12.10 : 170 5, 5

1 6,19. 0 : 6, 5, 1

: Z. S.

: 226.15.
t 19,18.

:22 O.

1942-3. : 1113-4.

3
(d)(9)

2LI :
2. 

3 35, 6. 3

:
L. s. d

: 258.17. 5
: 37,13. 2

10. 1.11
'; 39, 4. 0

. 183. 6. 8 : 200. 9. 2 : 268.14. 0 : 305,, 2. 0 : 345.16. 6
7,12. 6 : 9.12. 5 : 24. 7d 3 : 30310. 9 : 23, 7. 7

;  3. 2.5 g 2,. 4, 2 : 7e 3.4 : 14,13, 7 1 18.1). 5 

1  194, 1. 7 : 212, 5. 9 : 300.4. / : 3504 6, 4 :  387.14. 6 

31_7. 2 :  7. 8. 7 :_, 8,13,10   14.  5. 9 : 114O.
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Expenditure on casual labour was highest in September and lowest in

December. It was generally high from July to October, and low during December

and the interval between spring cultivations and sowings and the hay harvest.

The tot-1 cost of all hired and family labour, per 100 acres, in

19434-44 was nearly double the amount recorded in 1939-401 that of hired only had

increased by about 93 per cent. Nearly half of this increase was due to a rise

in wages; a slightly smaller part can be accounted for by the larger numbers of

workers employed; and about one-tenth was the result of further overtime.

Contract Work. Cost of work done on contract by private contractors
and the War kgricultural Executive Committees WaS approximately £30 per recorded

farm, and was about £10 less than in the previous year. In 1940-1, the cost per

100 acres of cultivated crops and grass was £7. B. 7; in 1942-.3, £14. 5. 9; and,
during this last year £11. 0. 7. The greater part of the contract work related
to the use of machinery and workers for threshing. Contract work on ploughing
and cultivations accounted for only about one-sixth of the total.

Conclusions. The collected information shows that the average weekly
contract wage of men during the year 1943-4 was 67 per cent greater than that

shown in the records collected during 1939-40. But as previously stated aJ,
.wesrpoem4-reqi.....04 weekly contract wages in September 1944 were 84 per cent higher
than those paid in september 1939. Daring 194Z-4 the amount of labour used per
100 acres was 17 per cent greater than in 1939.40 and 24 per cent more than that
used in 1940,41.

The costs of labour per 100 acres have doubled during the five years.
About two.-thirds of this increase is due to higher wages and the remainder to a
rise in the number of workers and an extension of overtime employmeni.
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