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cent greater than that '‘recoxrded in t he previous year“, There have been no importaar
changes in the number of men in regular employmen%. The number of boys formiug
part of the normal complement of farms has been redueed by abcut 9 per cent and
the number of wonmen, other than WoL.A., in continuwous employment on the sace »
farms has increased by about 13 per cente The number of workers casually cnployed
by farmexs has increased by nearly 50 per cent, Members of the WiluAe recorded as
working in Weles in 1944 nuanbered nearly 2,500, and nearly 2,200 prisomners of wax
were engeged on farm work in tle Principality. ‘

In 1939 women and girls on farns in Wales represented nPaFIf I¥ per cen%
of all workers, By 1944 {heir numbers had risen by more than 50 per cent and they
then rerreqen#eg over one-fifth of the fo*al., Menbers of the W.L.4, accounted
for léss than 60 per ceut of. the increase inu female workexrs, the balance being
made up by a rise in the number of womea »nd girls living in rurzl areas who had
taken up farm work. The total rumber of hired workers in 1944 reﬁresented
approximately 2 per 100 acres >f crops and grass., The average number of workers
enployed on %he specially recordsd farms was 7,3 per farm and 2,5 per 100 Acres
of crops and grass, ~ - '
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Yer 100 acres
of Qultivated
Per Farm,. ‘Land,

Regulars;

21 and over
under 21

women and girls
Women's Land Aray
risoners oif war
Casualsi

Men

Boys and vauths |
on en and girls

Motal : C 7.3
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In 22 of the cascs farmers znd their wives helped with the manual work,
and 12 sons and 2 daughters were also 1ncluueu,

Nlﬁe of the .res o*ded farns preovided wegular employment for women,
including members of the W.l. A., and an eoual numuer empleysd prisoners of war, ©

*

The veburn of iabour on farms on the 4th June 1944 was in different form from
the returns ohtained in previous years.  The change has resulted in a somcwhab
fuller enumeration end has btendsd to btransfer some classes of workers from

the "casual" %o the "repgular¥ class.
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This enquiry has now been continued for four years and the following summary shews
the percentage distribution of weeks worked by each of the mnin classes of perssus
regularly empioyed on these farms, ‘

~Per cents of Tobal Wecks.

Malas, ©3

) H

‘years & ¢ . i Women & :Prisoners
over, ¢ Under 21l: @Girls, : of War.
. : R N : %o
11939-40 : ' 84.1 . : 1.8
1940-41 o 82,7 v 12,7 4.6
v 194142 : 8.0 v 11 10,1
194243 : i 76,3 o : 11.6
1943-44 70.7 . : 15.0
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These results show & steady fall in the proportionate amounts of total
time in work-weeks accountied for by men and boys, and in increcase in that credited
to women and girls. The introductioon of priscner—of-war labour as part of the
regular complement ‘of farms duvring the last two years is also indicated.,

The actudl total numbev of weeks worked per farm by each of the main
classes of regular workers is showa in the following table:-—

Emnploynent ner farm in Person~weeks.

1940-1 : 1941-2 3 1942-3
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Bailiffs and Foremen v 13.3
Tractox» Drivers K 8.7
‘Shepherds 0.7.
Carters 52.5
Cowmen o . 5€,9
Other Special Workers 5.3
Labourers 54 o4
: ¢ 2020
Youths and Boys . 31,3
Females: Full-tine ¢ 11,2
" prisgoners of War : ‘
o Total ' i 245.3
Per 100 acres culbive.
ated crops and grass 8o f : 99

No.
13,1
6.7
11,3
53,2
52,7
3.0
60.5
201.3
27.8
30,6
Ae3
26440
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C : It will be seen that the nunber of weeks of work dond per ferm by men in
this last year was about the sanme as in the previous one. The anount of work done
-per farn by wonen and girls in 1943~/ was nearly four tinmes greater than that
recorded in 1940-41, The weeks worked by prisoners cf war averaged 12 per farn,
The %total weeks worked by all workers anounted to 99 per 100 acres, and were
nearly 24 per cent more than those recorded cn similar farms in 1940-41,

Although the number of weeks of work done per farm by men .was nearly
the same as in the previous year, ard was only four wecks less than that showr for
the records exzamined in 1940-1, it‘repregpnts a much smeller proportion of the
total for all classes of regular workers, A full conparison of the results from
records collected during the last th=ee years is given belows-
Four -
Inmportance. of work done: by each Class of
Regular Worker. (Per cent of total wecks.
worked by all).

.
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Total . i loo.o :lan.n i lonac : 19,0

The recordé_for 1940~1 shewed that nearly 83 .per cent of the total weeks
worked by regular workers were accountcd for by men; less than 13 per cent by
youths and boys; and less than 5 per cent by women., In contrast, the information
for this last year shows these apmroxinate percentages: 71, 10, and 15 respectively,
with the addibtion of just over 4 per cent worked by Priscners of War.

Weges and Earnings. In January, 19.4,. the Netional ninisum weekly wage
of £3. 5. 0. for ordinary =adult male workers becane operative; it amounted to
an increase of rather nore than 8 per cent on the previous zminimum of £3., Since
August 1939 the nmininum rates have incrcased by 96 per cent.

The actual contract wages received by workers tend to be somewhat higher
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than the minimum, This is shown in the following sunnary, which relates to
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conditions at the beginning of each of the last sim Septembers:-

Average of Minimum and Contract Reates of Wazes.

A1l Adult Meales in-
Ordinary Male cluding Specizl
Average Workers., ' Classes.
of H .
Minimum : Contract : Differ- : Contract : ©Differ-
Rates Ve i ence, Wage., ence.,

September; 3 Se : H Se : s, ds
1939 : 33, : 3.3 ¢ 40410
1940 48, : 2, : 53,
1941 : 48, 2, 53,
1942 60. 2, ¢ : 66,
1943 : Eo. : : 3. 67.
1944 65. : . 5 2+ 15
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The increase in the margin between mininum and contract wages supports
a general impression that, because of the greater demand for workers, farmers
have recently been obllged to offer rates appreciably higher than the ninimum,

Comparison of weekly rates, payable to each class of adult worker at
. the outbreak of war and during last September, shows these results;-

Weekly Contract Wages of Adult Male Workers,

Septenber

¢ 1944,

o

So‘ %-
Bailiffs and Forsmen: 48, 4 86.
Tractor Drivers 45,11 72.
Shepherds t 41,5 : 83,
Cowmen 42,11 : 8o.
Carters t -39, 9. 1.

~ General Labourers 36, 6 : o0

179
158
201
187
180
192

N Y U1

Aﬁerage : 40.16 75 184

=

The increase in contract wages during the period is shown as 84 per
cent, rather less than the incrcase in the legal minimum, but for shepherds the




rate has doubled,

The average of weekly contrach wages paid to each of the main classes
of men ¢ver the full year 19434 varied betwsen 68s.4d, for genmersl labourers mnd
83s,4d, for beiliffs. The weekly rates for 1943-/4 showed = general increase of
18s,104. ox 35 per cent over these paid in 1940, and of 57 per cent over those
paid in 193%-40, -

Jverage Weekiy Zoatract Vages.

¢ 194304
JTucrease
1945-4 ton 1940-1

;19412
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S
Bailiffs and Foremen 9. . 69,
Tractor Drivers 54,1 : 63,
Shepherds v BR. T 1 €4
Carters 1 B2 6L,
Cowmen 5. 65’
General Labourers j
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18,10

The incwrease hac been greatesh foro bailiffe, shepherds and cownmen,
that is for those whe occupy the nost responsible positions on the farms., There
has been a considerable growth in the degand for tractor drivers, but the special
attractions of the work seem %o hove anabled favners tc find mea without offering
any particular inducements in the form of exceptionally high weekly wages,

The actual weekly ecarnings are affected by overtime and bonus payments
and also by lost times Overtime payments amounted to Just over £24, and loss of
wages due’to lost time to £5. on each farm. The average weekly earnings, in the
last four years, of each class of adult male worker for which information is
available is as follows~

Arerage Weekly earnings.

1943-4
Increase
on 1940-1

S, d

24, 6

180 0

29, 7

18,10

22, 8
(18, ¥

Bailiffs and Foremen
Tractor Drivers
Shephsrds

Caxrbers

Cownen

General Iabourers

Average
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19, 8
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The increase in weekly earnings over the four years, as_shown by
collected records, varied between 18s, for tractor drivers and 29s,7d» for
shephexds,

. Differences between contract wages and_weekiy.earniﬁgs'in-each of ﬁhe
four years have on an average varied between 1s,2d, in 1940-1 and 2s.6d, in-1942.%,
Last year earnings were 2s, higher than ccntbract wages, :

Excess of Jlverage Weekly Earnings over
Contract Rates. ’

1940-1 1941-2

s se d
Bailiffs and Foremen 011

. Tractor Drivers 1,

~ shepherds o 1.

. Carters 1,

- Cowmen , 24
‘General Labourers 0o

s, d
0s 7
1, 4.
1,11
1, 6
1. 0
0. 8

s, d
1. 6
6. 0
2, 2
1,10
1.11
1,11
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Average 1. : 1ls 5+ 2,6 2. 0

The differences for carters, cowmen, and general labourers,:the three
groups which constitute the bulk of the labour forco on these farns, remained. .
'apbréiimé£e1y'the same in each of the four years. For 1943-4 the extra, earnings
‘from overtime work and bonus payments amounted on an average to just over 2s,5d,
péi*week,'bﬁb lost time rgduced_thisAto 2s, . .

] The average age of youths and boys employed on the recorded farms in
each of the last five years has'beeq subject to some variation, and comparisong..
between their'average weekly earnings in cach year have to be nade with:caution,

Aveiage Contract Weekly Wages énd.Eérnings of
Boys and Youths (under 21 years),

4 ¢
{Contract,:Earnings,

Diff-
erence,

H
. ) S H s. d
1939-40 28, ! 0. 2
1940-41 - :
-1941-42 !
194243 !
1943-44 :

34, 0o 2
38, 1. 9
51, d. 2
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The.average contract wage of male workers under 21 years in 1939-40 wps=
63 per cent of. thub of adult workers; last year it wes 68 pes ceat. Differsnces
between CO“tr&Cu wages and eamnings showed wider yoazlj flucvuations than did
those *ar wages and earnings of men, . :

Average weekly ccnbract wages and earnlnﬂs of women, for which figures
are available tfor the favrs recor ded during the last four years, tended to
approximate to those of youths and, ooys, They weres~

¢

Contract Wages and Earnings of Wouen,

Contract
Wagsa Karnings,

0 se e
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It would appear howevex that women had more opportunity of increasing their
earnings by overtime employment since the difference between the contract wage
and earnings tended to be greatoer,

Costs of Labour per Farm and per’ loo Acres,

The ﬁotdl cost of labouv per farm in 1943~4 amounted to £1, llo.ll. 0
as compared with £977s 9. 0. in the previous year, (osts per 100 acres of crops
and grass were 5387;14. 0. and £350. 6 0., respectively, ..

Total expenditure on adult malcs represented just under 658 per cent’
of that on all labour.'Compared with the reccrds for 1940-1 the increase irn the
cost of this class of vcwkbr per 100 ‘acwes was just over 46 per cent.’ The cost

of labour done by youths and boys was 35 per cent higher than that recorded in
1940—1.
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Yearly Cests Taisur per Farm,

tPer cent of
1940-~1. 19412, 1942-3, : 1943-4. :1Total Costs

Adult Male Employees £, s. d £. 5y 4 2 £e 5. 4 £. s. d
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61,16, 3
58.11,10
48,13, 1
163, 1, 8
208. 1. 2

39,15.10 43, 5. 9 ¢+ 474 94
24, 8, 5 : 20.13. 0 : 23.16.
" 30. 94 3 35, 5,10 41, 9.
138, 8. 0 & 172, 5. 0 : 178,13,
158, 5. 3 & 178,18.10 : 186, o.

17, 5,11
140 6, 9
548,19, 5

Bailiffs & Foremen

Tractor Drivers

Shepherds

Carters

Cowmen

Other Special
Classes

Ordinary Labourers

Total Adult Males

1. 7030 ¢ 12,15,
216, 5, 5 : 191,19,
678. 1. 8 : 682, 4.

10.15. 9
201, 2. 0
: 752 1. 9

N O OO N~

Other Employees:
Youths and Boys
Prisoners of War
Fenales (Fuli~time§

W (Domestics
Casual Labour
Family Labour
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52.11s 8
19, 8, 1
9.14. 8
29,16,11
60170" 0
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47,10, 73. 44 9 ¢ 1124 5, 0
19. 1, 25, 6, 4 25+ 3. 9
72,15, 9 : 84,19, 66,1811
21, 8..7 ¢+ 40.19.11 53, 010

898, 7, 977, 8, 7 :1110,11, 1
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Total Hired Workers: 668, 7. 9

100,90

Costg of labour per 100 acres of crops and grass amounted to £387-14. 6,
of which 5345.16. 6., was in respect of regular hired workers, £23, Te 7o in
respect of casual workers, and £18,10, 5, in respect of members of farmers!
familiess

Cost of Iabour per 100 Acres Cultivated Crops & Grass.

1939"‘40‘ 1940"‘1. 1941'-2. 1942"'30

Regular ILabour:s
Adult Males
Boys’ ‘

:
:
: £¢ 8y d
:
Prisoners of War :
H
$
H
H
1

159,14.10
- 18.12.10

Lo S
176,18,

170 5

6o 5o
200, 9»
9,12,
2(- 41

fe S
226,15,
19,18,

£¢ Soe
244, 9.9
224 2o
3. 4
25, 6,
305¢ 2
30,10,

1413,

6.19. ©
163, 6, 8
7,12, 6

5
7

Women

Total
Casual
- Fanily

22, 0.
268,14,
240 7a
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- Total 194, 1. 212, 5 300. 4y 7 : 350. 6o
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