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TRADE AND PRODUCTION OF FOOD COMMODITIES IN CARICOM 
COUNTRIES WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

Hayden Blades1' 

INTRODUCTION 

T h i s p a p e r p r e s e n t s an o v e r v i e w o f t r a d e and p r o d u c t i o n of food com-
m o d i t i e s , w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e to f r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s , i n t h e CARICOM 
member c o u n t r i e s , namely A n t i g u a , B a r b a d o s , B e l i z e , D o m i n i c a , G r e n a d a , 
G u y a n a , J a m a i c a , M o n t s e r r a t , S t . K i t t s / N e v i s , S t . L u c i a , S t . V i n c e n t and 
T r i n i d a d and Tobago - d u r i n g t h e d e c a d e o f t h e s e v e n t i e s . 

The p a p e r draws on d a t a d e v e l o p e d i n an economic s t u d y o f t h e f r u i t 
and v e g e t a b l e s u b s e c t o r , a s w e l l a s a s t u d y c u r r e n t l y b e i n g u n d e r t a k e n 
by t h e CARICOM S e c r e t a r i a t on t r a d e and p r o d u c t i o n o f food c o m m o d i t i e s i n 
the CARICOM r e g i o n . 

The p a p e r i s p r e s e n t e d i n f o u r s e c t i o n s : 

- S e c t i o n 1 r e v i e w s t h e t r a d e p a t t e r n f o r a l l food c o m m o d i t i e s i n 
t h e s e v e n t i e s ; 

- S e c t i o n 2 f o c u s e s s p e c i a l l y on t r a d e and p r o d u c t i o n o f f r u i t and 
v e g e t a b l e s ; 

- I n S e c t i o n 3 , t h e m a j o r c o n s t r a i n t s t o p r o d u c t i o n and t r a d e i n 
f r u i t and v e g e t a b l e s a r e e x p l o r e d ; and 

- S e c t i o n 4 d e s c r i b e s , i n b r i e f , t h e p r o p o s a l s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g u n d e r -
t a k e n t o i m p r o v e t h e p r o s p e c t s f o r p r o d u c t i o n and t r a d e i n f r u i t 
and v e g e t a b l e s d u r i n g t h e m i d - e i g h t i e s . 

TRADE IN FOOD COMMODITIES DURING THE SEVENTIES 

Value of Food Imports and Exports 

T r a d e i n f o o d c o m m o d i t i e s i n t h e S e v e n t i e s was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by t h e 
r a p i d growth i n t h e v a l u e o f i m p o r t s s t a r t i n g i n t h e e a r l y S e v e n t i e s , 
p r i m a r i l y due t o t h e r a p i d i n c r e a s e i n w o r l d food p r i c e s d u r i n g t h i s 
p e r i o d , a s w e l l a s w i d e f l u c t u a t i o n s i n t h e v a l u e o f food e x p o r t s a s a 
r e s u l t o f f l u c t u a t i n g e x p o r t p r i c e s on t h e w o r l d m a r k e t and n a t u r a l 
d i s a s t e r s a f f e c t i n g t h e b a n a n a p r o d u c i n g c o u n t r i e s o f t h e Windwards i n 
t h e l a t e S e v e n t i e s . E s s e n t i a l l y , t h e movements i n t h e v a l u e s t o i m p o r t s 
and e x p o r t s m i r r o r e d t h e c h a n g e s i n t h e w o r l d p r i c e s f o r food c o m m o d i t i e s . 

.1 / C a r i b b e a n Community S e c r e t a r i a t . 
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On t h e i m p o r t s i d e ( s e e T a b l e 1 ) , food i m p o r t s i n c r e a s e d i n v a l u e 
from E C $ 4 3 0 m i l l i o n t o E C $ 1 , 9 4 6 m i l l i o n between 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 , r e p r e s e n -
t i n g a growth r a t e o f 1 6 p e r c e n t p e r annum o v e r t h e t e n - y e a r p e r i o d . 
The a n n u a l growth r a t e , between 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 7 2 , a v e r a g e d some 1 2 p e r 
c e n t , and s h o t up t o 25 p e r c e n t between 1 9 7 2 and 1 9 7 5 , due t o v e r y 
s t e e p food p r i c e i n c r e a s e s i n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l m a r k e t , b e f o r e r e -
t u r n i n g to a mo-e n o r m a l r a t e o f i n c r e a s e , 1 3 p e r c e n t , between 1 9 7 5 
and 1 9 8 0 . 

The m a j o r food i m p o r t i n g c o u n t r i e s d u r i n g t h e d e c a d e were T r i n i d a d 
and Tobago ( 4 1 p e r c e n t o f t o t a l i m p o r t s i n 1 9 8 0 ) , J a m a i c a (27 p e r c e n t ) 
and B a r b a d o s ( 1 1 p e r c e n t ) . T h e s e t h r e e c o u n t r i e s a c c o u n t e d f o r a p p r o x i -
m a t e l y 80 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l v a l u e of r e g i o n a l food i m p o r t s i n 1 9 8 0 . 

The v a l u e o f i n t r a - r e g i o n a l food i m p o r t s i n c r e a s e d from E C $ 4 1 m i l l i o n 
i n 1 9 7 0 to E C $ 2 7 1 m i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 0 . I n t r a - r e g i o n a l i m p o r t s r e p r e s e n t e d 
9 p e r c e n t o f t o t a l i m p o r t s i n 1 9 7 0 and 1 4 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 0 , and e x h i b i t e d 
an a n n u a l a v e r a g e growth r a t e o f 2 1 p e r c e n t o v e r t h e d e c a d e . T h i s growth 
r a t e was some 5 p e r c e n t h i g h e r t h a n t h e r a t e a t w h i c h t o t a l i m p o r t s 
grew, s i g n i f y i n g t h e s l o w l y i n c r e a s i n g i m p o r t a n c e of i n t r a - r e g i o n a l t r a d e 
i n t h e t o t a l food t r a d e . 

On t h e e x p o r t s i d e , t h e v a l u e o f food e x p o r t s i n c r e a s e d from F.C$440 
m i l l i o n i n 1 9 7 0 t o E C $ 1 , 2 9 4 m i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 0 ( s e e T a b l e 2 ) , r e p r e s e n t i n g 
an a n n u a l a v e r a g e growth r a t e o f 1 1 p e r c e n t o v e r t h e d e c a d e . Between 
1 9 7 0 and 1 9 7 2 , t h e v a l u e o f e x p o r t s grew by 9 p e r c e n t p e r annum, w h e r e -
as between 1 9 7 2 and 1 9 7 5 , b e c a u s e o f i n c r e a s e s i n t h e p r i c e o f t h e m a j o r 
e x p o r t c r o p s - s u g a r and b a n a n a s . 

The growth r a t e f e l l b a c k t o 3 p e r c e n t p e r annum due to r a p i d l y 
f a l l i n g e x p o r t p r i c e s f o r s u g a r and b a n a n a s on t h e e x p o r t m a r k e t s a s 
w e l l a s f a l l i n g p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e s e e x p o r t c r o p s . T h i s v e r y low growth 
r a t e i s e x p e c t e d t o c o n t i n u e d u r i n g t h e e a r l y E i g h t i e s s i n c e w o r l d p r i c e s 
f o r p r i m a r y c o m m o d i t i e s a r e n o t e x p e c t e d t o i n c r e a s e s i g n i f i c a n t l y d u r i n g 
t h i s p e r i o d . 

The p r o p o r t i o n o f e x t r a - r e g i o n a l e x p o r t s i n t o t a l e x p o r t s i n c r e a s e d 
f r o m 1 0 t o 1 8 p e r c e n t o v e r the d e c a d e . T h e growth r a t e o v e r t h e p e r i o d 
was 1 8 p e r c e n t , some 7 p e r c e n t h i g h e r t h a n t h e growth o f t o t a l e x p o r t s . 

Food Trade Balance 

O v e r t h e d e c a d e , t h e d i f f e r e n t i a l growth ( a n n u a l a v e r a g e ) r a t e s 
e x p e r i e n c e d between e x t r a - r e g i o n a l i m p o r t s ( 1 6 p e r c e n t ) and e x t r a -
r e g i o n a l e x p o r t s (8 p e r c e n t ) l e d t o a s i t u a t i o n where t h e b a l a n c e o f 
t r a d e i n food c o m m o d i t i e s moved from a s u r p l u s o f E C $ 1 2 m i l l i o n i n 1 9 7 0 
t o a d e f i c i t o f E C $ 5 9 2 m i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 0 ( s e e T a b l e 3 ) . 

T h e m a j o r d e f i c i t c o u n t r i e s i n 1 9 8 0 were T r i n i d a d and Tobago 
( E C $ 5 9 7 m i l l i o n ) , J a m a i c a ( E C $ 2 6 4 m i l l i o n ) , B a r b a d o s ( E C $ 2 8 m i l l i o n ) 
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and S t . L u c i a ( E C $ 2 4 m i l l i o n ) . I n 1 9 8 Q , D o m i n i c a and S t . V i n c e n t a l s o 
r e c o r d e d d e f i c i t s , b u t t h e s e were p r i m a r i l y due t o t h e e f f e c t s o f n a t u r a l 
d i s a s t e r s on t h e i r a g r i c u l t u r a l e x p o r t s . 

The main s u r p l u s c o u n t r i e s i n 1 9 8 0 were Guyana ( E C $ 2 9 7 m i l l i o n ) , 
B e l i z e ( E C $ 9 6 m i l l i o n ) and G r e n a d a , whose s u r p l u s had d e c l i n e d t o E C $ 3 
m i l l i o n due t o t h e e f f e c t s of h u r r i c a n e D a v i d i n 1 9 7 9 . 

Over t h e d e c a d e o f t h e S e v e n t i e s , t h e r e g i o n moved from a n e t e x p o r -
t e r o f f o o d , t o a n e t i m p o r t e r , w i t h t h e n e g a t i v e food t r a d e b a l a n c e 
i n c r e a s i n g by E C $ 6 0 3 m i l l i o n between 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 , o r an a n n u a l a v e r a g e 
i n c r e a s e o f some 48 p e r c e n t . O n l y i n 1 9 7 4 and 1 9 7 5 were s u r p l u s e s 
r e c o r d e d , due t o t h e f a v o u r a b l e s u g a r p r i c e s i n t h e w o r l d m a r k e t s . 

The w i d e n i n g o f t h e n e g a t i v e f o o d t r a d e b a l a n c e i s e x p e c t e d t o c o n -
t i n u e i n t h e 1 9 8 0 ' s , u n l e s s d r a s t i c m e a s u r e s a r e t a k e n t o a r r e s t i t , s i n c e 
t h e d a t a s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e v a l u e o f i m p o r t s w i l l grow between 1 0 to 1 5 
per c e n t p e r annum, w h i l e e x p o r t s w i l l o n l y grow by t h r e e t o f i v e p e r c e n t 
o r even l e s s b e c a u s e of t h e d e c l i n i n g w o r l d p r i c e s f o r p r i m a r y c o m m o d i t i e s 

T h i s s i t u a t i o n w i l l p u t s e v e r e p r e s s u r e s on t h e b a l a n c e o f payments 
o f t h e CARICOM c o u n t r i e s and may even r e d u c e t h e i r a b i l i t y t o i m p o r t 
b a s i c food c o m m o d i t i e s needed t o m a i n t a i n t h e n u t r i t i o n a l s t a t u s o f 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 

The Structure of the Food Trade 

The f o o d g r o u p s w h i c h d o m i n a t e t h e i m p o r t t r a d e a r e : 

- L i v e s t o c k c o m m o d i t i e s , w h i c h r e p r e s e n t e d 32 per c e n t o f food 
i m p o r t s i n 1 9 8 0 ; 

- C e r e a l and c e r e a l p r e p a r a t i o n s - .32 p e r c e n t , and 

- F r u i t and v e g e t a b l e s - 1 1 p e r c e n t ( s e e T a b l e 4 ) . 

The m a j o r c o m m o d i t i e s i m p o r t e d a r e a s f o l l o w s : 

s L i v e s t o c k c o m m o d i t i e s - b e e f , p o u l t r y p a r t s , c o r n e d b e e f , m i l k , 
c h e e s e and b u t t e r . 

• C e r e a l s - wheat and m a i z e from e x t r a - r e g i o n a l s o u r c e s . R i c e from 
r e g i o n a l and e x t r a - r e g i o n a l s o u r c e s . 

• F r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s - w h i t e p o t a t o e s , o n i o n s , p r e s e r v e d v e g e -
t a b l e s , d r i e d f r u i t , c a r r o t s , tomato p r o d u c t s and f r u i t j u i c e s , 
w h i c h a r e s u p p l i e d p r i m a r i l y from r e g i o n a l raw m a t e r i a l s . 

E x a m i n a t i o n o f T a b l e 4 shows t h a t t h e p e r c e n t a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e 
v a r i o u s food g r o u p s h a s r e m a i n e d r e l a t i v e l y c o n s t a n t d u r i n g t h e 1 9 7 0 ' s . 
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Table 4 

Total Imports of Food Commodities into CARICOM by SITC Division 

for Selected Years 

SITC Division 
1970 1974 

(E.C.$'000) 

1978 1970 1974 1978 

(Percentage) 

Live animals (for food) 2,140 2,637 9,031 0.51 0.28 . 0 61 

Meat and meat preparations 72,713 116,984 238,113 17.32 12,69 16 ,04 

Dairy products and eggs 69,973 147,507 238,611 16.67 16.00 16 ,07 

Fish and fish preparations 34,431 59,826 89,348 8.20 6.49 6 02 

Cereal and cereal 
preparations ' 120,422 381 ,472 473,490 28.69 41.37 31 89 

Fruit and vegetables 46,062 77,716 161,748 10.97 8.43 10 89 

Sugar/sugar preparations/ 
honey 14,716 28,783 50,246 3.51 3.12 3 38 

Coffee/tea/spices and 
manufactures thereof 14,954 .24,682 58,147 3.56 2.68 3 92 

Feeding stuffs for animals 26,362 43,499 97,931 6.28 4.72 6 60 

Miscellaneous food 
preparations 17,929 38,911 68,051 4.27 4.22 4. 58 

419,702 922,017 1 ,484,716 99.98 100.00 100. 00 

Source: Trade Reports 
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i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e s t r u c t u r e o f food i m p o r t s h a s r e m a i n e d v e r y s t a b l e 
o v e r t h e p e r i o d . G i v e n t h e h i g h p r o p o r t i o n o f f o o d i m p o r t s i n r e g i o n a l 
c o n s u m p t i o n , t h e i n f e r e n c e i s one o f a r e l a t i v e l y s t a b l e r e g i o n a l f o o d 
c o n s u m p t i o n p a t t e r n . 

I n 1 9 7 8 , t h e f o o d g r o u p s w h i c h were t h e m a i n c o n t r i b u t o r s t o 
e x p o r t s w e r e : 

- C e r e a l s ( 1 1 p e r c e n t ) , 
- F r u i t and v e g e t a b l e s ( 1 6 p e r c e n t ) , and 
- S u g a r and s u g a r p r e p a r a t i o n s ( 5 7 p e r c e n t ) . (See T a b l e 5 ) . 

T h e s e t h r e e food g r o u p s a c c o u n t f o r 84 p e r c e n t o f d o m e s t i c e x p o r t s . 
I t s h o u l d a l s o be n o t e d t h a t t h e s t r u c t u r e o f food e x p o r t s r e m a i n e d 
s t a b l e o v e r t h e p e r i o d e x c e p t f o r t h e m i d - 7 0 ' s when t h e f a v o u r a b l e 
p r i c e f o r s u g a r i n c r e a s e d t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e s u g a r group i n t o t a l 
d o m e s t i c e x p o r t s . 

The m a i n c o m m o d i t i e s e x p o r t e d a r e : 

e C e r e a l s - r i c e t o t h e r e g i o n a l m a r k e t , 

• F r u i t and v e g e t a b l e s c i t r u s , f r e s h and c o n c e n t r a t e d , t o t h e 
r e g i o n a l and e x t r a - r e g i o n a l m a r k e t ; b a n a n a s f o r t h e e x t r a -
r e g i o n a l m a r k e t , 

a S u g a r - s u g a r and m o l a s s e s f o r t h e e x t r a - r e g i o n a l m a r k e t . 

Summary 

T r a d e i n food c o m m o d i t i e s i n t h e 1 9 7 0 ' s h a s been c h a r a c t e r i z e d 
b y : 

- A h i g h growth r a t e i n t h e v a l u e o f i m p o r t s w h i c h i s e x p e c t e d t o 
c o n t i n u e d u r i n g t h e 1 9 8 0 * s . 

- A much l o w e r growth r a t e i n t h e v a l u e o f e x p o r t s and t h e r e f o r e 
an a c c e l e r a t i o n o f t h e food t r a d e d e f i c i t w h i c h grew by an 
o u t s t a n d i n g 48 p e r c e n t p e r annum d u r i n g t h e 1 9 7 0 ' s . 

- S l o w l y i n c r e a s i n g i m p o r t a n c e o f r e g i o n a l t r a d e i n t h e t o t a l 
f o o d t r a d e . 

- S t a b i l i t y i n t h e c o m p o s i t i o n o f i m p o r t s and e x p o r t s w i t h l i v e s t o c k 
p r o d u c t s , c e r e a l s , f r u i t and v e g e t a b l e s d o m i n a t i n g t h e i m p o r t 
t r a d e ; and r i c e , s u g a r , b a n a n a s and c i t r u s t h e m a i n c o n t r i b u t o r s 
t o e x p o r t s . 
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Table 5 

Domestic Exports of Major Food Groups 

For CARI COM Countries 1973, 1975, 1978 

1973 1975 1978 

Major Food Group E. C. $ '000 % of 
Total 

E C.$ '000 % of 
Total 

E.C.S'000 % of 
Total 

Cereals and grain, legumes 31 ,387 6.6 95 ,517 6.5 134,148 11.4 

Meat and dairy products 5 ,591 1.2 '4 ,992 0.3 25,271 2.1 

Oils and fats 8 ,722 1.8 13 ,636 O.S 18,173 1.5 

Fruits and vegetables 81 ,670 17.2 120 ,773 8.2 193,803 16.4 

Fish and fish products 21 ,078 4.4 15 ,641 1.1 25 ,392 2.2 

Sugar, sugar preparations 
and honey 271 ,023 57.1 1 128 ,420 77.0 670,411 56.8 

Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices 
and manufactures thereof 43 ,616 9.2 70 ,693 4.8 99,195 8.4 

Live animals (for food) 1 ,075 0.2 732 - 1,749 0.1 

Miscellaneous food preparations 10 ,580 2.2 15 ,654 1.1 11 ,145 0.9 

Total | 474 ,742 ! 99.9 1, 466 058 99.9 1 ,179,287 99.6 

Source: Trade Reports 
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TRADE AND PRODUCTION OF FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

Trade 

T h e i m p o r t s o f f r u i t and v e g e t a b l e s v a l u e d some E C $ 1 6 2 m i l l i o n i n 
1 9 8 1 ( s e e T a b l e 6 ) . The m a j o r c o m m o d i t i e s i m p o r t e d w e r e : 

- F r u i t j u i c e s : 1 6 p e r c e n t 
- W h i t e p o t a t o e s : 1 2 p e r c e n t 
- P r e s e r v e d v e g e t a b l e s : 5 p e r c e n t 
- O n i o n s : 5 p e r c e n t 
- C a r r o t s : 3 p e r c e n t 
- D r i e d f r u i t : 3 p e r c e n t 

T h e s e c o m m o d i t i e s a c c o u n t f o r some 45 p e r c e n t o f t h e i m p o r t s o f f r u i t 
and v e g e t a b l e s ( S e e T a b l e 7 ) . 

The m a i n i m p o r t i n g c o u n t r i e s a r e B a r b a d o s and T r i n i d a d and T o b a g o , 
w h i c h a c c o u n t f o r 85 p e r c e n t o f i m p o r t s . The B a r b a d o s and T r i n i d a d and 
Tobago m a r k e t s a l s o showed t h e h i g h e s t a n n u a l a v e r a g e growth r a t e s i n t h e 
1 9 7 0 ' s v i z . 1 9 p e r c e n t i n B a r b a d o s and 3 0 p e r c e n t i n T r i n i d a d and T o b a g o . 

The o t h e r two m a i n i m p o r t e r s , J a m a i c a and G u y a n a , e x h i b i t e d d e c l i n i n g 
growth t r e n d s , m i n u s 2 p e r c e n t i n G u y a n a and m i n u s 4 p e r c e n t i n J a m a i c a . 
T h e s e d e c l i n i n g growth t r e n d s a r e a s a r e s u l t o f t h e i m p o r t s u p p l y manage-
ment p o l i c i e s p u r s u e d by t h e s e g o v e r n m e n t s i n t h e 1 9 7 0 ' s . . 

The r e g i o n i m p o r t s some 1 8 , 0 0 0 t o n n e s o f p r o c e s s e d f r u i t and v e g a t a b l e s 
a n n u a l l y . O v e r 5 0 p e r c e n t a r e p u r c h a s e d from r e g i o n a l s o u r c e s . The m a i n 
component o f r e g i o n a l t r a d e i s t h e e x p o r t o f b u l k c i t r u s c o n c e n t r a t e s from 
B e l i z e t o t h e r e g i o n a l m a r k e t . T h e ' m a j o r i m p o r t e d p r o c e s s e d p r o d u c t s a r e 
f r u i t j u i c e s , p r e s e r v e d f r u i t s , j a m s and j e l l i e s and tomato p r o d u c t s , 
w h i c h a r e u s e d m a i n l y a s i n p u t s i n a g r o - i n d u s t r i e s . 

I n 1 9 7 8 , r e g i o n a l t r a d e a c c o u n t e d f o r o n l y 1 7 p e r c e n t o f t o t a l 
i m p o r t s . The m a i n m a r k e t s f o r r e g i o n a l t r a d e were t h e B a r b a d o s and 
T r i n i d a d and Tobago m a r k e t s , w h i c h a b s o r b e d 89 p e r c e n t o f r e g i o n a l 
t r a d e . 

The r e a s o n s f o r t h e low p r o p o r t i o n o f r e g i o n a l t r a d e a r e : 

- A h i g h p r o p o r t i o n o f w h i t e p o t a t o e s t o i m p o r t s . W h i t e p o t a t o e s 
r e p r e s e n t 1 2 p e r c e n t by v a l u e and 6 5 p e r c e n t by w e i g h t o f t o t a l 
i m p o r t s . O n i o n s a r e t h e o t h e r m a i n i m p o r t o f f r e s h f r u i t and 
v e g e t a b l e s , a c c o u n t i n g f o r 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e v a l u e and 20 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e w e i g h t o f t o t a l i m p o r t s . T h e s e two c o m m o d i t i e s a r e o n l y 
grown t o a l i m i t e d e x t e n t i n t h e r e g i o n and a r e p r o d u c e d a t v e r y 
h i g h c o s t s due t o a r a n g e o f p r o d u c t i o n and m a r k e t i n g p r o b l e m s t h a t 
a r e e x p e r i e n c e d , a s w e l l a s t h e l a c k o f s u i t a b i l i t y o f c o m m e r c i a l 
v a r i e t i e s v i s a v i s t h e r e g i o n ' s e c o l o g i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t . 
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Table 7 

Imports of Selected Fruits and Vegetables for CftRICOM Countries 

(E.C.$'OOO) 

1970 1974 1970 1974 1978 

(As a percentage of total) 

Potatoes, not sweet 6 .519 | 12 077 20 ,019 | 14 15 ! 
1 

15. 54 12 38 

Onions 3 ,442 ! 9 713 7 ,342 | i 47 ' 12. 50 4 54 

Carrots 704 1 521 4 ,963 j 1 53 1 . 96 3 0 7 

Preserved vegetables 3 ,063 j 5 ,722 8 ,178 j 6 65 7 . 36 5 0 6 

Fruit juices 3 ,722 ; 6 8 8 1 25 ,947 | 8 08 • 8. 85 16 0 4 

Dried fruits 2 ,759 ; 
i 

3 4 2 8 6 , 0 3 0 j 5 99 ; 4. 41 3 7 3 

Total fruits and vegetables 46 ,062 77 716 161 
1 

, 7 4 8 j 43 87 | 
1 

50. 62 4 4 82 

Source: Trade Reports 
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High imports of preserved vegetables and pulses as inputs for agro-
industries, as well as final commodities for direct sale. 

- Imports of tomato products, including paste, juice and ketchup. 
Tomato paste is imported primarily as an input into the manufacture 
of tomato ketchup. 

- Imports of preserved fruits, including deciduous fruits, jams and 
jellies. 

In order to increase the proportion of regionally produced products in 
the consumption of fruit and vegetables, it would be necessary to: 

- Initiate the production of tomatoes to be used in the processing 
industries; 

- Extend the growing season for carrots; 

- Increase the production and storage life of regionally produced 
onions; 

- Increase the production and manufacturing of local fruits; 

- Re-orient the consumption patterns towards greater utilization of 
locally produced root crops and away from the consumption of white 
potatoes. 

Production of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 

The estimated production of fresh fruit and vegetables in 1978 was 
approximately 722,000 tonnes (See Table 8). This total production 
comprised: 

- 298,000 tonnes of fruit: 42 per cent 
- 267,000 tonnes of roots: 37 per cent 
- 140,000 tonnes of vegetables: 19 per cent 
- 14,000 tonnes of pulses: 2 per cent 

The main producing countries were: 

• Jamaica - 410,000 tonnes - 57 per cent 
• Belize - 65,000 tonnes - 9 per cent 
• Trinidad and Tobago - 65,000 tonnes - 9 per cent 
• Guyana - 46,000 tonnes - 6 per cent 

Barbados was an inportant producer of vegetables, and roots in parti-
cular. These major producers, with the exception of Belize, also represent 
the main consumption centres. 

The data also shows preferences for the production of some commodity 
groups at the national level. 
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• A n t i g u a i s o r i e n t e d t o w a r d s t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f v e g e t a b l e s . 

® B a r b a d o s i s s t r o n g l y i n c l i n e d t o w a r d s r o o t s and v e g e t a b l e s w i t h a 
m i n i m a l p r o d u c t i o n o f f r u i t . 

® B e l i z e ' s p r o d u c t i o n i s c o n c e n t r a t e d on c i t r u s p r o d u c t i o n . 

• The Windward I s l a n d s — D o m i n i c a , S t . V i n c e n t , S t . L u c i a and G r e n a d a — 
a r e o r i e n t e d t o w a r d s f r u i t p r o d u c t i o n , w i t h r o o t p r o d u c t i o n coming 
n e x t . 

o Guyana i s a l s o o r i e n t e d t o w a r d s f r u i t p r o d u c t i o n w i t h an e q u a l c o n -
c e n t r a t i o n on v e g e t a b l e s and r o o t s . 

• T r i n i d a d and Tobago i s o r i e n t e d t o w a r d s f r u i t and v e g e t a b l e p r o d u c -
t i o n . 

• J a m a i c a p r o d u c e s l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s o f a l l t h e s e c o m m o d i t i e s . 

T h e s e n a t i o n a l p r o d u c t i o n p a t t e r n s a r e a r e s u l t o f : 

e P r o d u c t i o n s y s t e m s — t h e g r o w i n g o f r o o t s and v e g e t a b l e s on c a n e 
l a n d s i n B a r b a d o s . 

e T o p o g r a p h i c a l f e a t u r e s - t h e h i l l y t e r r a i n i n t h e Windwards s u g g e s t 
f r u i t p r o d u c t i o n . 

• A v a r i e t y o f n a t i o n a l e c o l o g i c a l c o n d i t i o n s - t h e v a r i e t y o f e c o l o g -
i c a l c o n d i t i o n s i n J a m a i c a a l l o w s f o r t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f a v a r i e t y 
o f c r o p s . 

• I n v e s t m e n t s by c o m m e r c i a l i n t e r e s t s — t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f f r u i t s i n 
B e l i z e and v e g e t a b l e s i n T r i n i d a d and T o b a g o . 

T THE MAJOR CONSTRAINTS TO REGIONAL PRODUCTION LN 
AND TRADE IN FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

D u r i n g t h e ' 6 0 ' s and ' 7 0 ' s , much a t t e n t i o n was p a i d t o i n c r e a s i n g 
t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e s e c o m m o d i t i e s . T h e s e e f f o r t s t o d a t e h a v e o n l y 
b e e n p a r t i a l l y s u c c e s s f u l b e c a u s e o f t h e c o n t i n u e d e x i s t e n c e o f a number 
o f c o n s t r a i n t s a s f o l l o w s : 

• T h e l i m i t a t i o n s o f t h e s m a l l f a r m e r p r o d u c t i o n s y s t e m s : 

- T h e s e s m a l l f a r m e r s y s t e m s a r e c h a r a c t e r i z e d by n o n - e x i s t e n t 
p r o d u c t i o n p l a n n i n g ; t r a d i t i o n a l p r o d u c t i o n , h a r v e s t i n g and 
h a n d l i n g m e t h o d s ; and r a i n f e d p r o d u c t i o n l e a d i n g t o low y i e l d s , 
p o o r q u a l i t y and h i g h p r o d u c t i o n c o s t s ; t h e s e l i m i t a t i o n s a r e 
o f c r u c i a l i m p o r t a n c e s i n c e t h e s m a l l f a r m e r p r o d u c e s . t h e m a j o r 
p r o p o r t i o n o f f o o d c o m m o d i t i e s . 
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• An i n e f f i c i e n t m a r k e t i n g s y s t e m f o r r e g i o n a l l y p r o d u c e d food com-
m o d i t i e s : 

- The m a r k e t i n g s y s t e m f o r d o m e s t i c a l l y p r o d u c e d f o o d s h a s h i s -
t o r i c a l l y b e e n v e r y weak. I t m a n i f e s t s phenomena s u c h a s h i g h 
p o s t h a r v e s t l o s s e s , weak c o l l e c t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n s y s t e m s , 
p o o r i n t r a - r e g i o n a l t r a n s p o r t f a c i l i t i e s , l i m i t e d p h y s i c a l 
f a c i l i t i e s , a s h o r t a g e o f f i n a n c i a l and m a n a g e r i a l r e s o u r c e s . 

a U n a n t i c i p a t e d e f f e c t s o f t h e r e g i o n a l t r a d i n g a g r e e m e n t s (AMP/GMS 
a g r e e m e n t s : 

- The o p e r a t i o n o f t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l M a r k e t i n g P r o t o c o l h a s i n 
p r a c t i c e l e d t o a number o f u n a n t i c i p a t e d e f f e c t s , s u c h a s t h e 
c h a n n e l l i n g o f AMP t r a d e t h r o u g h i n e f f i c i e n t M a r k e t i n g B o a r d s ; 
a s y s t e m o f f i x i n g t r a d i n g v o l u m e s and p r i c e s w h i c h c a u s e s 
i n f l e x i b i l i t y i n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e m e r c h a n d i s i n g o f c o m m o d i t i e s 
w h i c h a r e p e r i s h a b l e i n n a t u r e ; and t h e l a c k o f d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
c u r r e n t t r a d e i n f o r m a t i o n on w h i c h t r a d e c o u l d be d e v e l o p e d . 

e Slow r a t e o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t : 

- No c o h e r e n t and s u s t a i n e d r e s e a r c h and development programme 
h a s b e e n d e v i s e d t o i m p r o v e t h e t e c h n o l o g y r e q u i r e d f o r t h e 
p r o d u c t i o n and m a r k e t i n g o f t h e s e c o m m o d i t i e s . As a r e s u l t , 
t h e r e i s a l a c k o f s u i t a b l e v a r i e t i e s , h a r v e s t i n g equipment 
( p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h e a r o i d s ) , s t o r a g e t e c h n i q u e s , s o i l and 

w a t e r management t e c h n i q u e s , and t i l l a g e equipment f o r s m a l l 
f a r m e r s . 

• A number o f n e g a t i v e s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l f a c t o r s : 

- T h e s e r a n g e from h i g h l e v e l s o f p r a e d i a l l a r c e n y t o p o o r a t t i -
t u d e s t o f a r m i n g , a s a r e s u l t of t h e low income l e v e l s c h a r a c -
t e r i s t i c o f t h e s m a l l f a r m e r c o m m u n i t i e s , and c o n s u m p t i o n 
p a t t e r n s w h i c h do n o t r e f l e c t r e g i o n a l p r o d u c t i o n c a p a b i l i t i e s . 

PROPOSALS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRODUCTION 
AND TRADE IN THE MID-EIGHTIES 

D u r i n g t h e d e c a d e o f t h e E i g h t i e s , a number o f i n i t i a t i v e s n e e d t o be 
u r g e n t l y u n d e r t a k e n i f t h e w i d e n i n g f o o d t r a d e d e f i c i t i s t o be a r r e s t e d , 
s m a l l f a r m e r p r o d u c t i o n and income i n c r e a s e d and r u r a l c o m m u n i t i e s l i f t e d 
o u t o f t h e i r p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n s o f p o v e r t y . A number o f t h e r e q u i r e d 
i n i t i a t i v e s a r e c u r r e n t l y b e i n g u n d e r t a k e n . T h e s e a r e b r i e f l y d e s c r i b e d 
b e l o w . 

* I n c r e a s i n g S m a l l Farmer P r o d u c t i o n . 
N a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l a g e n c i e s a r e c u r r e n t l y c o -
o p e r a t i n g i n a number o f p r o j e c t s s e e k i n g t o i m p r o v e t h e p r o d u c t i o n 
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and i n c o m e s of s m a l l f a r m e r s . The c o n c e p t b e i n g u t i l i z e d i n t h e s e 
p r o j e c t s i s t o p r o v i d e t h e s m a l l f a r m e r w i t h a c o m p r e h e n s i v e p a c k a g e 
o f s e r v i c e s from p r o d u c t i o n p l a n n i n g t h r o u g h t o m a r k e t i n g . Examples 
of t h e s e i n i t i a t i v e s a r e t h e CARDATS p r o j e c t i n t h e Windwards and 
L e e w a r d s , and the R u r a l Development P r o j e c t i n B a r b a d o s . A l t h o u g h 
t h e s e p r o j e c t s a i m t o p r o v i d e t h e s m a l l f a r m e r w i t h c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
s e r v i c e s , t h e y do n o t i n c l u d e t h e p r o v i s i o n o f l a n d . As s u c h , 
n a t i o n a l governments w i l l h a v e t o a d d r e s s t h e i s s u e of l a n d r e f o r m 
p o l i c i e s and e n s u r e t h a t s m a l l f a r m e r s have a c c e s s t o farm u n i t s o f 
an economic s i z e w i t h s e c u r i t y o f t e n u r e and a d e q u a t e i n f r a - s t r u c t u r e . 

A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t b a c k - u p s e r v i c e t o t h e s e p r o j e c t s i s t h e p r o v i s i o n 
o f t e c h n o l o g y t o i n c r e a s e t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y o f the s m a l l f a r m e r s y s -
tems. T h i s t e c h n o l o g y development i s b e i n g u n d e r t a k e n by CARDI a s 
a component o f i t s s m a l l f a r m e r s y s t e m s p r o j e c t . 

• I n c r e a s i n g t h e E f f i c i e n c y o f t h e M a r k e t i n g System. 
M a r k e t i n g h a s been i d e n t i f i e d a s t h e c r i t i c a l c o n s t r a i n t , a t t h e 
moment, t o t h e g e n e r a t i o n o f i n c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i o n and t r a d e . A num-
b e r o f s t u d i e s h a v e been u n d e r t a k e n t o i d e n t i f y t h e p r o b l e m a r e a s i n 
t h e m a r k e t i n g s y s t e m , and t o s p e c i f y t h e i n t e r v e n t i o n s r e q u i r e d . 

P r o j e c t s c u r r e n t l y a t v a r i o u s s t a g e s o f i m p l e m e n t a t i o n , a r e b e i n g 
u n d e r t a k e n t o : 

( a ) Improve t h e o p e r a t i o n s of t h e p u b l i c m a r k e t i n g a g e n c i e s i n t h e 
a r e a s o f i n c r e a s e d p h y s i c a l f a c i l i t i e s , s t a f f t r a i n i n g and 
d e v e l o p m e n t , i m p r o v e d o p e r a t i o n a l s y s t e m s and more p r e c i s e , n o n -
c o n f l i c t i n g p o l i c y o b j e c t i v e s . 

(b) T h e p r o v i s i o n o f b e t t e r s e r v i c e s and t r a i n i n g f o r t h e p r i v a t e 
t r a d e r s . 

( c ) The c r e a t i o n o f C a r i b b e a n A g r i c u l t u r a l T r a d i n g Company, w h i c h 
i s i n t e n d e d t o a s s i s t i n t h e movement o f b o t h i n p u t s and o u t p u t s 
r e g i o n a l l y and e x t r a — r e g i o n a l l y . 

(d) Improvement i n i n t e r - i s l a n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s w i t h t h e 
o b j e c t i v e o f p r o v i d i n g a w e e k l y r e f r i g e r a t e d s e r v i c e t o a l l t h e 
c o u n t r i e s . T h i s i s b e i n g t a c k l e d t h r o u g h t h e p r o v i s i o n o f two 
a d d i t i o n a l v e s s e l s f o r WISCO f o r u s e p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e W i n d -
w a r d s and L e e w a r d s , t h e u s e o f a s e l e c t e d number o f s m a l l v e s s e l s 
t o p r o v i d e a s c h e d u l e d s e r v i c e t o b a c k - u p t h e WISCO s e r v i c e s and 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f m i n i - r e f r i g e r a t e d c o n t a i n e r s f o r u s e on t h e 
s m a l l v e s s e l s . 

( e ) The s e t t i n g up o f a r e g i o n a l M a r k e t I n f o r m a t i o n S e r v i c e . T h i s 
s e r v i c e i s b e i n g d e v e l o p e d on t h e b a s i s o f t h e c r e a t i o n o f i n d i -
v i d u a l n a t i o n a l m a r k e t i n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e s l i n k e d t o a c e n t r a l 
r e g i o n a l s y s t e m t o a l l o w f o r t h e movement o f m a r k e t i n f o r m a t i o n 
a c r o s s s n a t i o n a l b o u n d a r i e s . An e x p o r t p r o m o t i o n p r o j e c t c u r r e n t l y 
u n d e r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n w i l l p r o v i d e f o r t h e p r o v i s i o n o f m a r k e t i n -
f o r m a t i o n on t h i r d c o u n t r y m a r k e t s . 
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( f ) Improved r e g i o n a l t r a d i n g m e c h a n i s m s . The r e v i s i o n o f t h e 
AMP/GMS schemes a r e c u r r e n t l y i n t r a i n . The C o u n c i l o f M i n -
i s t e r s h a s a p p r o v e d new p o l i c y g u i d e l i n e s f o r t h e s e a g r e e m e n t s 
a s f o l l o w s : 

( i ) I n c r e a s e d i n v o l v e m e n t o f p r i v a t e t r a d e r s , 

( i i ) A l l o w i n g t h e m a r k e t mechanism t o d e t e r m i n e t r a d i n g 
p r i c e s , 

( i i i ) T r a d e v o l u m e s and m e r c h a n d i s i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s w i l l be 
a g r e e d upon d i r e c t l y between t h e b u y e r s and s e l l e r s 
i n t h e m a r k e t , 

( i v ) The u s e o f t h e n a t i o n a l l i c e n c i n g s y s t e m s t o p r o v i d e 
p r o t e c t i o n f o r r e g i o n a l l y p r o d u c e d c o m m o d i t i e s , 

( v ) Wider u t i l i z a t i o n o f r e g i o n a l l y agreed*?to G r a d e s and 
S t a n d a r d s . 

( g ) Improved p r o d u c t i o n p l a n n i n g . 

To u n d e r p i n t h e e f f o r t s d e s c r i b e d a b o v e , i t w i l l be n e c e s s a r y t o i m -
p r o v e p r o d u c t i o n p l a n n i n g w i t h i n CARICOM i n r e l a t i o n t o i t s m a r k e t r e q u i r e -
m e n t s . T h i s i n i t i a t i v e i s b e i n g u n d e r t a k e n t h r o u g h t h e development o f a 
s u b s e c t o r d e v e l o p m e n t programme f o r f r u i t s - and v e g e t a b l e s and o t h e r i m p o r t a n t 
s u b s e c t o r s . T h e s e s u b s e c t o r programmes h a v e b e e n a p p r o v e d e a r l i e r t h i s y e a r , 
by t h e M i n i s t e r s o f A g r i c u l t u r e f o r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . A programming m i s s i o n 
h a s b e e n mounted t o i d e n t i f y s p e c i f i c p r o j e c t s f o r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n , a s w e l l 
a s t h e p h a s i n g o f t h e s e p r o j e c t s . T h e s e a c t i v i t i e s a r e i n t e n d e d t o p r o v i d e 
f o r i n c r e a s e d r e g i o n a l c o l l a b o r a t i o n i n t h e p l a n n i n g o f n a t i o n a l p r o d u c t i o n 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

T h e s e w i d e r a n g i n g p r o j e c t s / a c t i v i t i e s h a v e b e e n u n d e r t a k e n so a s to 
c o n c e n t r a t e r e s o u r c e s on t h e r e m o v a l o f t h e c r i t i c a l c o n s t r a i n t s i n t h e 
p r o d u c t i o n and m a r k e t i n g o f f o o d c o m m o d i t i e s . Speedy i m p l e m e n t a t i o n and 
m o n i t o r i n g o f t h e p r o j e c t s i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e s e t o b j e c t i v e s w i l l be n e c e s -
s a r y i n o r d e r t o e n s u r e t h a t a l l t h e l i n k s i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n / m a r k e t i n g 
c h a i n a r e e f f e c t i v e l y and e f f i c i e n t l y s t r e n g t h e n e d . 




