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THE VEST OF SCOTLAND AGRICULTURLL COILEGB
ECONOLIICS DEPLRTLENT

CROP 1950: Q4T and GRASS SILLGE COSTS

The sample of crop costings obtained for the crop of 1950 from farms in
the South-West of Scotland was, for several rcasons, considerably smaller than
in previous years and in the case of certain crops the numbers available for
grouping were too small to yield representative averages,

Tor the oat crop and grass silage crcp, however, the individual crop
costings available numbered 14 and & respectively and this statement gives
summarised averages for these crops.

The oat crop averages, based on the 99 acres costed and an average yield
of 23 cwts of grain and about 20 cwrts of straw per acre, showed an average
net cost of £19. 3/- per acre or £18, 3/- per ton. fese costs relate to a
cropping season which contained the particularly inclement and unfavourable
harvest weather of 1950. The itemiscd costs are shown in Table 1.

For the grass-silage crop, the evcrages arc bascd on 8 crops over a
costed acrocage of 160 acres, giving en cstimated mature yield of L5 tons poY
acre. The average cost "per maturc ton" was £2.17/-. The itemised costs
arc shown in Table 2. )

COSTING HETHODS /iND CHARGES :-

The methods adoptcd in the costing of crops has becen given in deteil in
previous rcports, but as somc of the charges madc in 1950 differ from those in
carlicr ycars, a summary is:-

Horse Work (excluding horseman) . . . o « « « o 1/3@ per hour
Wheeled Tractor (excluding trqctovmwn), e o o o 3/9a "
Track-laying Tractor ( " LI . e s o 6/0a ®
tanual Work by Farmer o o o 6 s o o o o "e o o 2/6@a M

The charge made for "Overheads" ageinst cach crop v applied as follows:-

For cach acre costed
For cach £ of labour used on the crop . . .
Tor cach "tractor-hour-ccuivalent™ . . . .




TLBIE 1.
OAT CROP OF 1950

AVERLGE COSTS PER ACRE 4LND FER TON

1L CROPS THRESHED OUT

Number of Cost RECOrds « o o o o
Licreage costed o o o o v 0 0 .
Lverage yield per acre.

Grain . .
Straw .

-———-——--—000---__5-_—-

Averages PER LCRE Averages
Lverage Weight PER TON
on 14 Crops £. S. £. S. D.

Dung Tonsg - ) -

Lime (Cwts 3.0 3.

Slag (Cwts) - R

Ge 1in. Phos. (Cwts) -

Rotational iManures:- '
Phosphatic 2. 8.
Potassic :

Conmpounds

Nitrogenous
Work, Ready to Sow
Sced Home=Grown (Cwts)
Sced Purchased (Cwts)
Work. Sowing
llaterials to this stage.
CROP IN GROUND
Work. Summer
Work. Harvesting
lMaterials for these stages
Work. Threshing
Threshing: Hatcrials and Other Costs

Rent
Share of Farm "Ovcerhead Expcnscs"
GROSS COST - THRESHED

Adjust for!Residuecs, etc.,

Add from previous crops

T Dung residues
Lime  do.
Phosphatic do.
Potassic  do,
Compounds do.
Turf value from lea
Dung and lime applications

Less to futurc crops
Dung residues
Lime do.
Phosphatic do.
Potassic do.
Compounds - doa A
Dung and lime applications

3. 8.
“0_90
3,11
71
11{'. 50
15. 6.
- 3
12.10.

e e 4-

3. 1. 8'
e 18. 60

: 2. 60 6.
-~ 9. 50
12‘“.

9. 0.
1e 90 80
L, 18, 8,

20¢ 17¢ Lo

e 15. I—i-o
-~ 13; 0.
e 1. 2'
e 1o Ls
e 80 3'
. 90 70

-

-

3. 164 3

e 2-{-0110 '

e 13. L}-o
1.11.

f: 7- 7.‘

5.
2. 1o 1

3.
10.
Te
10,
2.
1. 8,

Deduct for Straw 2e¢ 154 2 2. 12,

NET COST OF GRAIN £19. 2.0, £18. 2. To




TABLE 24
GRASS SILAGE CROP OF 1950,

LVERALGE COSTS FOR 8 "SINGLE-CUT" CROPS

Number of Cost RCCOTAS o o o o « o o o o o o« o & 8
Growing area costcd .« ¢ o ¢ 4 o o o o o« o & « 160 acres
Aercage CUt OVET o o o o o o o o o o « o ¢« o s o 160 ®
Estimoted mature yicld per acre « « « « o « o o L3 tons

o~ : o0o ——

The term "Sharc" indicates a sharing to the grass silage crop of cortain costs
likely to benefit all 1950 uses of the ficlds on which the silage was grown.
The term "Direct" indicates costs incurred directly and mainly for the grass
silage crop. '
Liverage Costs

Per Ton

Labour and Power.

Share, Grassland cultivations; dung, lime and
manure applications, etc.

Dircct, Pre-cutting

Direct. Cutting and Filling

Plus. Brought~forward of dung and lime
application costs in previous years

Less. Cary Forward of dung and lime
application costs to futurc years
Total Labour and Powcr

Manurcs .
Sharc. 1950 Dung, Limc and Fertiliscrs
Direct. Special Silage mamuring

Plus. Brought-forwsrd of Dung, Limc and
Fertiliscr Valuces from previous crops

Less, Carry-forward of Dung, Limc and
Fertiliscr Values to futurc crops
Net iManuring ‘

Depreciation, Haterials, ctc.
Deproc, and power on cutlifts, choppers, ctc..
Lnnual charge for Silo.,
ilolasses
Salt
Covering Material for Silo.
Deprcec. and Materials

Rent Share

Lnnual Charge for Sow-Qut Costs

QOverheads
Per £ of Labour.
Share. Grassland cultivations, etc. ‘ . 1. 5.
Direct. Pre-cutting. ' - 3,
Direct. Cutting and filling ' 10. 6.
Per Tractor-Equivelent Hour ’
Sharc. Grassland cultivations, etc. , 6o L.
Dircct. Prc-cutting -e L.
‘Dircct. Cutting and filling 1. 18. 1.
Per ficre .
Sharc : . = 9. 1.
Total Overheads . £3. 6. . .

- £812. 16, 0,




TLBIE 3.

LABOUR LND POWER USE

AVERAGE L.BOUR /ND POWER USE - 1L OLT CROPS

‘Man Work Por Acrc
Machine attcndants on contract work 1%
Casual workers 2:}
Neighbours assisting L.
Farm staff : Hircd and family 35%

L35
Horse Work

On contract work
Parm horses

Tractor Work

On contract work
Farm tractors

Ig 2R b

Farm Lorry

Special Machinc Hours - Threshing 1fills, cte.

In Hours

Pcr Ton

%

31
. 38

——

AVERLCE L.BOUR AND POWER USE — 8 GRLSS SILAGE CROPS

‘LABOUR LND POWER USE IN FIELD LMD AT SILO

Man Hours
Horsc Hours
Tractor Hours

Por_Ton
340
.
145

Théso figurcs of hours rclatc only to direct silage work. Labour and pOVICY:

" use in grassland cultivations and applying dung, lime, manures
of field has bcen omitted. :

for all uses




