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INTRODUCTION 

Wh~n we selected the general theme of the 
Seminar, little did we realise what we were taking 
upon ourselves. Even when the Outline was prepared, 
it was still comparatively easy. But when we started 
collecting the material which was to serve as back
ground information for Seminar discuss~ons, the pile 
grew in a frightening proportion. Apart from the 

expanse of the geographical coverage of the theme, 
th~ variety and the complexity of the issues which 
have a bearin~ on agricultural development was so 
immense that it shook our confidence in our competence 
to prepare ·a set of background papers which could pro
vide a meaningful framework for Seminar discussions. 
Yet, the fascination with the theme persisted, and we 
went ahead with the task. 

Since the end of World War II, agriculture 
in the developing countries has gone through start
ling vicissitudes, watched with a mingling of hope 
and despair by the world community of scholars from 
many disciplines. Economists generally like to fish 
in troubled waters and the waters were undoubtedly 
troubled for tho lethargic to agriculture provide a 
large catch. Within a few weeks, my office room~
and home--were brimful with the catch--books and 
articles--and smelt of nothing but agriculture.· It 
was then that we took fright and started a process 
of jettisoning. G~ographical coverage was the first 
casualt,r The developing countries whose agricul
tural problems we shall discuss would be only the 
countries of Asia and the Far East. After a further 

r 



}/ 

- 2 -

painful process of elimination--in which my two 
colleagues Dr. C.H._ Shah and Dr. V.M. Rao assisted 

with broader brooms, more courage--and less compa
ssion--we were left with a selection of about 75 
articles and extracts, estimated by my very efficient 
steno-typist to run into 2000 mimeqgraphed pages. As 
you will see, we had to settle at about 2Q extracts 
of 500 pages. At that stage, decisions became arbi
trary and the sense of priority and relevance got 

' weakened, and I must personally accept the responsi-
bility for errors of judgment and omissions. 

But this is not the end of the process, and 
we hope, with the active co-operation from the parti- ' 
·cipants, we shall be able to improve and expand the 
selection. 

Finally, we wish to thank the authors and 
publishers for the permission to reproduce the extracts. 

Bombay 
1st October, 1971 M.L. Dantwala 
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