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Introduction

 This is the first study directly explaining district-level
heterogeneity of providing public works from the
perspective of big landlords;

 It also adds to the literature on the relation between
inequality and redistributive policies (e.g. Galasso &
Ravallion, 2000).

 With district-level land distribution data at 2000, 2005, 
2010, and the implementation data of NREGA program 
during 2006-2010, I compare across district (within-
state) variations of land concentration and public works 
provision. 

 To address endogeneity, I use as IV historical 
institutions in India land revenue collection system in 
British colonial period (Banerjee & Iyer, 2005).  

Data and descriptive statistics
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Conclusions

Compare two districts  A and B with similar socio-
economic characteristics. If district A’s land Gini measure is 
0.01 (or, 0.01/0.47=2.1%) larger than that

in district B, then we have the following conclusions.

 Per capita NREGA labor expenditure in the former 
district will be 12.4% lower than that in the latter 
district.

 The proportion of rural people that worked in NREGA in 
district A will be 0.0076 percentage points (or, 14.4%= 
0.0076/0.0528) lower than in district B.

 Average days that each rural woman worked in NREGA 
in district A will be lower by 13.17% than in district B. 

 Average days that each SC/ST person worked in NREGA 
in district A will be lower by 13.92% than in district B. 

 The total number of completed works per rural person 
in district A will be lower by 27.8% than in district B.

---- Evidence from National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
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Fig 3.  Land 
inequality and 
the provision of 
public works. 

Fig 4. Visualize first 
stage --- land 
revenue collection 
decreases land 
inequality

Fig 2. NREGA labor 
expenditure by state, 2006-10
(Source: NREGA public portal)

Fig 1. Land Gini 
inequality by state, 2005 
(Source: India Ag census) 
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