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The Crawford Fund

The Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering established the
Crawford Fund in June 1987. Named in honour of the late Sir John Crawford, the
Fund commemorates his outstanding services to international agricultural research.
The Crawford Fund is a non-profit, non-government organisation, dedicated to
raising awareness of the benefits to developing countries and to Australia of
international agricultural research. The Fund depends on grants and donations from
governments, private companies, corporations, charitable trusts and individual
Australians. It also welcomes partnerships with agencies and organisations in
Australia and overseas.

The Fund promotes and supports international R&D activities in which Australian
research organisations and companies are active participants. It supports the work
of the Australian Government’s aid program, particularly with the Australian Centre
for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), CGIAR and other international
research centres.

The annual conference is a key part of the Fund’s public awareness campaign, which
increases understanding of the importance and potential of international agricultural
research, its achievements and needs.

The Fund also runs training programs that fill a niche by offering practical, highly
focused non-degree instruction to women and men engaged in agricultural research
and management in developing countries.

The Crawford Fund
Wetlands House, 1 Dairy Road,
Fyshwick ACT 2609, Australia

Phone: +61(0)2 6280 8611
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Foreword

As the first Chair of its Board, Sir John Crawford asked the International
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) to translate complex scientific and
economic findings into language comprehensible to policy makers and the
broader community. He directed his request to an elite group of scientists
and policy makers, and | am pleased to see that Dr Karen Brooks of IFPRI,
Director of the CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Institutions and
Markets, is delivering the first keynote of this year’s conference.

Sir John was also aware that policy is formulated in a political context. He
keenly tested the practicality of new approaches more broadly, including
among illiterate farming communities in India whom he encountered

in his landmark work as part of a World Bank Mission there in 1966. His
contribution to the 1966 mission was pivotal to India’s progress to the
Green Revolution.

Informing policy makers and the broader community on the contributions
that international agricultural research, training and development can make
to a food secure world is the central aim of the Crawford Fund’s public
awareness program and the key purpose of its annual conference. Our
topics are selected accordingly.

There is, of course, no single pathway to global food security, but instead an
array of opportunities: new higher yielding and more resilient technologies
and farming practices; enhanced trade through better biosecurity; reduction
in food losses and waste; and more. For food loss and waste, our topic

this year, we have again assembled a panel of world’s best speakers, from
Australia and internationally, addressing issues along the food supply chain.
| take this opportunity to thank them all for their energy and interest in this
important food security issue and for taking the time to be with us today.

Australia continues the tradition set by Sir John of taking a lead in pathways
to global food security — through the Australian Centre for International
Agricultural Research and the many Australians engaged in agricultural
research and training for development. We have a number of them here at
this conference, to highlight Australian innovation in food loss and waste.

A recent OECD meeting records that ‘Australia was out in front on open
market approaches along with the US [and that] the proposed Australian
National Food Waste 2025 Strategy was also introduced, along with the
concept of tying food waste to the Emissions Reduction Fund to encourage
food waste recovery’. Other issues taken forward by the OECD, and at

this year’s conference, include the concept of a circular food economy;
measuring loss and waste — recognised by the G20 technical platform on
food loss and waste as the next goal to be achieved so that further progress
can be made; and how costs might be offset by benefits to managing

food loss and waste to farmers, retailers and consumers: another way of
expressing ‘doing well by doing good’.
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Foreword

All of this is a difficult task to harmonise globally. We invite you to join the
effort.

We and our collaborators have supported 48 young Australians to attend
this year’s conference. They have shown their interest and passion around
food loss and waste, or food security more generally, and hope to engage
with delegates today. We need young people to take up the mantle to
address food security through research, training, volunteering and advanced
careers.

The Crawford Fund wishes to thank the sponsors and supporters of this
year’s conference. They are many, and are much appreciated for supporting
the conference and our burgeoning young scholars program. All are listed in
this proceedings.

Hon. John Kerin AM
Chairman, The Crawford Fund
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