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SESSION 3: MARINE AND FRESHWATER INVASIVE SPECIES OF IMPORTANCE 
TO THE CARIBBEAN 

THE BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT APPROACH TO LIONFISH CONTROL 

Lake shia Anderson, Department of Marine Resources, Ministry of Agriculture and Marine 
Resources, PO Box N-3028, Nassau, Bahamas. Telephone: 242-393-1777; Email: 
lakeshiaanderson@bahamas.gov. 

The Bahamas 

Atlantic 
Ocean 
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BEST Commiaelon 

National Invasive Spe 
(NISS) - 2003 

trategy 

Article 8(h) of the 
Convention of Biological 
Diversity 
Policy 
• Prepare strategic 

management plans for 
high priority species 

• Facilitate research on 
occurrence, distribution 
and impacts 

• Monitor of IAS 
populations 

INVASIVE SPECIES 
MM»*» I 

invastd n TirnèÎi η e 
• 2004 

• -2005 
• Major meairh pro jet "t on fish 
diversity 
• Sightings in North & Central 
Bahamas 

• 2006: Research proposals ^Bi 

• 2ΟΟ7 ~ 
• Online sighting survey 
•1" Draft ofRespoose Plan 
• Implementation of activities 

• 2 0 0 8 ^ * seeks funding for LAS 
Management 
«Response Planning workshop formalize 
ρ Un 

2ΟΟ9! launch of projects to assist with lionftsh management 
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— National Lionfish Response 
Plan 

Mission 

To maintain the distinctiveness and diversity of Bahamian 
marine communities, protect commercially important fisheries, 
safeguard public health, and reduce the groitrth and spread of 

lionfish populations. 

umnv.bahamas.gov.bs/marinercsonrces 

Com poirents: 
Stakeholder Contributions 

RESEARCH, MONITORING AND DATA 
MANAGEMENT 

REGULATION AND MANAGEMENT 
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GOVERNMENT AGENCIES Department of Marine Resource«, BEST, 
Department of Ports, Public Health, Public 
Hospital Authority, Minktry ofTourism, 
Ministry of Education 

REIATED BUSINESSES 

FOREIGN RESEARCHERS AND 
UNIVERSITY PARTNERS 

FISHERMEN and FISHING INTERESTS 

Bahamas Diving Association. Dive and Live 
Aboard Business«:· (Stuart's Cow, Bahama 
Divers). Delphin Encounter», Resorts and 
Hotels 

NQAA-NMF5, REEF. University of Oregon, 
Unhvrstty of British Columbia. Simon 
Fraser Uniwrcity, University of Mia ini 

Fiibmnen associated withdißenmt islands 
and settlement. Fish seller» 

M̂ANAGEMENT 5TRATEGI 

D) REQUIRE THE REMOVAL OF DEBRIS and ARTIFICIAL SUBSTRATES 
around docks, pian and harbours that provida habitat lor lionfish. 

E) IMPROVE COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT 

6) PROVIDE Λ BOUNTY FOR FISH KIILED AND TURNED IN 
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JbÜ^JS&rkshop Res 
• 41 participants, 16 

^ l i z a t i o n s 
jnents of 

J jgement 

handling 
/nets) 

specimens 
· Build capacity to manage 

Pictures courtesy c/Stuart Cove* Dw Bahamas lionfish 

Species in the Insular Caribbean 

(MTIASIC) 
• Evaluate removal techniques and 

frequencies 
• Provide training in safe capture 

and handling 
• Conduct lionfish ecological 

studies to improve management 
• Enhance and implement policies 
• Enhance public awareness 

GV I. M . I ' 
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— BûïïcHng a Sustainable Ne 
Marine Protected Areas 

• Lionfish Component 
• Removal frequencies within a Marine 

Protected Areas (MPAs) 

• Testing of ballast water as a probably 
contributor to lionfish invasion 

Ό > C??i & ( £ ) À KNfflçç» 
et r ' V I ' MMlMaitafra l».i- I mst*̂ . y^mm 

TducatTonal Tool 
ι 

® Φ φ / g \ UfcW s.l> ^ I· Ml n mSB^W 

Tlf lionlbfe b mi ImimIw y d « to Tit 
SihiMM· Tkvy hiw enhtd f m dhev bOM 
tmm «• A· toih· * M i FadBc Ocau, 

unlwit ud uc MOW fhxhiitg (hm|koii( Ikt 

ewrtwmw. Wc mc cMMn|ifi| dw pobftc 
sot t · a i k r · home §m fbtm m ftt*. 
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S u c c e s s f t r f O t i t r e a c h 

• Community Meetings 
major islands 

• Lionfish Culinary Demos 
• Annual festivals & Expos 
• Food shows 
• Fish landing sites 
• Tournaments 

• Lionfish Tournaments 
• Initiated in 2009 (1400) 
• Conducted 13 tourneys 

amongst 4 islands 
• Generate funding for 

education &outrcach 

Research Support 
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Thank you!! 
Lionfish Projects 
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