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GENERAL NOTES AND NEWS.

At a further conferonce of roprosontatives of vogotablo
growers' associlations hold on 2nd Oetobor it was agreod thot
logiolation should be introduced to provide for tho roglstration
of vogotablo growors in N.S.W.

Tho Chiof of tho Division was roprosontod at a rocont
mocting of a Committoo called togothor by tho Sydnoy Technical
College Authorities to consider the question of instlituting a
course of Instruction covering the essontials involvod in the
guccocscful marketing and distribution of fruits and vegetabloo,
The Committee included representatives of growers', wholesalers!'
and rotallors' organisationa.

The first mooting of tho nowly-constitutod Frult and
Vogotable Markoting Advisory Cormittoo was hold on 26th Soptombor,
thore bolng a rcprosontativo attendanco of producore and tho
trados, This Conmittee hag been formed with the object of finding
® lutions to marketing problems as they arise, and of concidering
plans calculated to improve markoting conditions gonorally.

Officors of the Divigion aro glving attontion to tho
progsont position ac 1t rclatcs to markots and tho markoting of
dalry products In Now South Walos and a statoriont is iIn courcc of
proparation in which 1doas and suggostions rogording futuro
dovclopmonts arc scot out, Attontion will bo given in sinilar
fashion to othor agricultural commoditiocs in duc coursc,

Tho Chiof of tho Divigion rocontly attondod a mooting
of tho Public Sorvicc Board Corriittoc on Co-ordination of Country
Sorvicces. Mattors affocting tho octablichnont of Govornmont
contrca at Nowe~otlo, Lismorec and Grafton rocolved considoration,

Rogstrictions within tho Stato on tho trancport and uscs
of coroal hay, straw and chaff, on lucornc hay and chaff, and on
oaton grain have now boon 1iftod,

Tho Cormonwoalth Govormmont has docidod that vogotablo
contractc in all Statos will for 1946 bo confincd to 504 of tho
original targets plannod for tho yoar. Thls follows from tho
suddon falling off of sorvico domands for tho Pacific aroa, It iso
not at this stage intondod to placc any vogotablo contracts for
dolivory aftor Junc 30, 1946,
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Nearly £1 m. has been pald out as grants to cereal
growers in those parts of the State serioucly affected by drought
in 1944/45. Of a total of 10,657 applications for relief recoived,
over 10,500 wero paid in full.

A total of 147,000 tons of suporphosphate will bo
distributed in Now South Walos in 1945/46, as comparod with
110,000 tons in 1944/45., This will pormit of an incroaso of 40%
in supplios to groworsc of non-priority crops who obtalned supor-
phosphato as a quota or from the Contingenecics Pool last yoare

Rovorso lond-loasc aid by Australia to the Unitod States
had reached £258 m. by the end of June, 1945, Food amounted to
£69 m. of thig total, and ineluded: Meat, 179,000 tong; fruit and
vegetables, 212,000 tong; canned goods, 87,000 tons; frosh nilk,

7% m. gallong; procecced milk, 38,000 tong; coreals (inciuding
flour), 231,000 tonso; ogrs, 6B m. dozon; buttor (and substitutes),
35,000 tong; potatoes, 74,000 tong. e

Plantings of main and lato potatoes in thic State for
1945/46 are to be reduced by 25%. This action has been taken to
scale production down to the new levels demaonded by the heavy -
roduction in tho Servicos' roquircmonts of potatooo. '

The yield of wheat grain in New South Wales this season
has been officlally forecast at 51 million bushels but it is
possible this figure may not be realisod should tho provalling
dry weathor continue, having In mind partieularly that crops in
tho southorn portion of tho whecat bolt aro a good doal lator than
usuale

As was rocontly announcod, insuranco companiocs havo
agrocd to a roduction in tho promium ratcs for hail insurance of
coroal crops. Invostigations aro being pursued in order to
agcertain whether any workable scheme can be devised for Insuring
orops against losces from causec other than haill, such as drought,
diseace and flood. _



