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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SALES
AT CITY MUNICIFAL MARKETS, SYDNEY,

Choicc apples sell at firm ratoes.

Supplies of apples wore rolativcely light during the
first week of the month and. values were very firm, Demand for
both local and Interstate Jonathans was active and the ceiling
rate of 27/~ per bushel was pald for selected sizes. Loc:l
Delicious were scarce but Tasmanlan packs were available; all
sizes were quoted at 27/-~. The small guantities of Granny Smiths
on offor met a ready sale,

Other varloties cviilable chicfly compriscd Tosmanlan
Worccstor Pcarmain, Cox's Orungc Pippin, Clcopatra, Alfriston,
Duﬁe of Clarence and Ribston Pippin. Rates varled but none exeeeded
20 =

On 9th April trading in aprles was brought practiecally to
a standstill so fur as the retail trade was conecerned. This was
occasioned by a ban on purchazes l1mposed by the Retail Fruilt and
Vege table Assoclation on its ombers in an endeiavour t6 bring
about an adjustment of certain anomalies, This applied particularly
88 rogards the weight of contonts of some packs which it was
elaimed did not contain the wroauisitc 40 Ibs., of fruit adopted by
the Priccs Branch ag a bagis for fixing maximum prices,. The ban was
1ifted on 16th April after thY Minister for Agriculturc stated that
he would call a confercnce of intorcsted partics, Tho conforonce
W.s hcld on 19th April and o 1inc of procodurc was adoptcsd which
it was hopecd would ndjust thc vurious difficulties ut present
being laboured under. Trading wae brisk during the balance of the
month, Prices showed some v .riations, e.g., Tasmanlan Jonathans
were choiper at 17/- to 26/~ for fancy -nd 15/- to 24/- for goo
grade packs, Cleopatras adv.nced in price and were quoted at 20/=
to 25/-, Some Tasmanian Crolfton,Democrat, Geevston Fanny. Scarlet
Pearmain and Newton Pippin wers forward but rates for all varletles
mentioned were below the cciling level of 27/-. Consignments of
Vietorian and South Australian Jonathans were received and limited
quantities of Granny Smiths. Supplies of Rome Beauty werc more.
plontiful towards the closc of the month and best sizos were
8elling at 27/-.

Demand for pears cascs.

The principal consignments of pcars wero rcecived from

* Vietoria and only small guintiiles of loc:l and Tasmanion packs
Werc forward, During thc poriod of the rotallers’ ban on apples

the domand was brisk and the maximum of 28/~ vor oasc wag obtained
for both Packham's Triumph and Winter Colus from loczl and
Victorian sources. Subsequently there was 2 glackenlng in request
and values were easler. The Tasmanlan Winter Coles were avallable
at from 20/~ to 27/- per bushel. Other varietiss on offor comprised
Howells, Glou. Morceau and Beurre Bosc. Rates for these lines were
LoWsr than those ruling for Packham's Triumph and Coles,
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New scason's Navel oranges available.

Only vory small cuantities of Valencia oranges werc
ave.ilable and prompt clcarances were effoetod at maximum lovels.
Mirketing of Coastal Navels and Silottas commonccd towards the
close of tho month, but the bulk of offorings lacked miturity.
In a numbcr of instanccs tho fruilt was devold of colour and Some
lincs worc withheld from s.lo.

Desplte the condition of the fruit, therc was a ready
sale for most lines until Friday, 27th April, when domand eased
appreclably owing to the prospect of a consldorable reduction in
the celling rate on 1lst May, and stocks could not be clecared, On
Monday, 30th April, the new maxlimum price of 18/~ per bushel was
announced, represcnting a rcduction of 7/~ per caso.

Request for Coastal lemons quieter,

Inquiry for lemons from Coastal districts was only
moderate and values, except for cholece coloured fruit, had an
easler trend, Consignments of Queensland lemons, which were mostly
well coloured, met a good demand and mo:t lines realised maximum
prices. :

Bananas in short supply.

: Supplies of bananas were light and insufficiont to
fulfil trade requirements, All sizés realised tho top rate of 74
per- 1b,

Satisfactory demand for grcpes.

Small quantitics of black Muscatel grapos werc obtainable
carly in the month and choice packs sold to 30/= per half-casc.
Supplies of Cornichon, Doradillo and Waltham Cross from the
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areca, howevor, were fairly plentiful.
Demand generally was satisfactory and prices wer:c maintained at
remunerative levels, !

Markct for pinecapples firm,

A heavy consignmont of pincapploes, totallinzg more than
8,000 cascs, was avallable on Tuesday, 3rd April, and this
constituted tho largest cuantity on offor for somo time. Domand
was moderatc but the coiling ratc of 21/3 could only b: obtalnod
for a small percontages Tho proscnee of "blistor!" in some packs
affocted sales during the first two wocks and some lines had to
be sold at comparatively low prices. During the latter half of
April the market showed improvement owing to lighter supplies and
tho bulk of sales was effected at 21/3 per case,
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Values of passlonfrult easier.

Demand for the slightly larger supplies of passionfrult
was somewhat restricted and rates eased.

Other fruilts.

Consignments of papaws were only moderate and cholce
lines sold to 35/- per casc. There was a considerabls lnercase
in supplics of custard apples, over 1,000 half-cases arriving on
the last day of the month. Prices declined as supplics increased.

Vegetables plentiful and cheaper.

Supplles of vegetables were considerably heavier than
during the corresponding month last year, especially peas,
cabbages, cauliflowers and, at times, beans. This rosulted in
reduced pricos compared with those ruling in April, 1944.

Pcas plentiful and cheoper.

Consignments of peas were very heavy almost daily, and
on a number of occasions over 4,000 bags were on offere Tho
cuantitics avallable worc considorably in execesa of trade
rccuiroments and a considcrable proportion had to be sold to
canners who paid 5/- per bushcl for purchascs up till the closing
woeok when this rate was reduccd to 4/- per bushcl.

In April of last year, cholee poas realisecd 21/- per
bushcl on practically all.sale days but valuos this yoar have
boon well bclow the figurc mentioned, rates for choice quality
offerings mostly being around 8/~ to 10/- per bushel. Only on
one occasion did the price reach 18/- per bushel, '

Bean market weak.

Large supplles of beans were also recelved. Demand in
the main centred on choice guallty lines whiech zold to 7/~ per
bushel and occasionally 10/=. Medium to lower grade descriptions,
however, were difficult to sell although offered at very low
prices, and those lincs represented the grecater proportion of
carry-over stocks,., These unsold lots, added to frcsh.consignments,
ercated gluts und the assistanee of tho Dopartment of~Food Supply
had to be sought on two occasions to clear floors, Supplics
coming on to agents' stands at the closc of the month wore
approximating 1,000 bags dally and in addition furthor quantitics
woere available in the growcrs! sectlon.

Tomatocs plentiful - vulues casier.

The heavy stocks of tomatoes on hand during the firct
week of the period were reduced considerably by disposals to
factories of large quantities of mature fruit and during the
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second week the market recovered, the maximum rate of 14/- being
obtained for cholce locals, However, the rcceipt of heavier
consignments subsequently from the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area,
other inland centrcs, Metropolitan and Victorian sources resulted
in a deecline in values, particularly for medium gquality and

lines forward in maturity. Victorian suppliesc had to be sold at
low prices. At closing, rates for ilbtropclitan packs ranged to
10/~, while 12/- was obtained for a small quantity of oxtra
cholce, Inland lots sold to 7/-, only occasional specials
rcalising more., A small consignment of Southern queensland fruit
reachcd the market and it was expected that rcgular and inercasing
supplice would come forward during May.

Largor supplics of cauliflowers.

Thero was. a marked Incroasc in consignments of cauli-
flowors from growlng areas around Bathurst and also from
Motropolitan sources., On a few days roceivals cxecceded 200 tons,
Dospitc the large gquantitics on offer, clearances geonerally wore
satisfactory at priccs which wore lower but which chould be
payable to growers.

Cabbages scll at lower pricos.

The plontiful supplies of peas, beans and cauliflowers
had a depressing effect on the demand for cabbages with the result
that values were weak. On some days 1t was difficult to obtain
6/~ per dozen for choice large "hsads* and lower grade lines
could not be cleared, On occasicns when supplles werec limited,
values ranged to 8/-, whilo a few sales were recorded at 10/-
per dozen, High prites wero obtalncd during the corrasgqnding
month last year when as much as 24/~ per dozen was roallsed,

This was accounted for largely by droughty conditions and limited

supplies of other greens, '

Supplies of root vegetables increase,

Carrots, parsnips and swede turnips were in much
heavier supply towards the close of the month, and rates eased,

(R.D. Meaker).




