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FOUR-YEAR PLAN FOR FARM PRICES
IN GREAT BRITAIN,

Advicos havo boon rocolved from tho Official Secretary
of the Now South Wales Govornment Offices, London, regarding
actlon taken by tho United Kingdom Governmont in connection with
prices to be pald in relation to homo-produced crops, livestock
and lilvestock products. .

The :0fflcial Secretary encloses a clrecular 1ssued ‘by
tho Minlstry of Agriculture in Londen which states that the
Agricultural Dopartments of England and Wales, Scotland and
Northorn Iroland, in consultation with the National Farmers
Unions of those countrics, have conducted a roeview of tho gonoral
financial position of agriculturo in the U.K. Tho peview was basod
on oconomlc and finanelal data accoptod by the Dopartmonts and
tho Unlons as providing a sound basis for an asscssmuont of tho
financial position of agriculture cnd as o 1'oliablo guldo to the
rolative position of tho various commodltios,

After consldering the results of that review, and taking
account of natlonal food requirementys, partlcularly in the next
two years, and after considering, also, the views of the Milk
Marketing Boards on milk prices, the British Government hasg
decidad on the following changos-in the exlsting or announced
prices for the principal crops, livestock and 1livostoclc products.

Crops from the 1945 Harvest.

Potatoes (oxcluding 1st earlises): An ovorall average increase of
103+ por ton.

~l

Sugar Boot: An overall avorage fneroasc of 58« por ton.

Coreals (Whoat, Ryo, Barloy, Oats apd Drodge Corn): No chango .

Tho natlonal food situation, it is statod, calls for a
furthor oxcoptional offort from homo agriculturs to maintain tho
high war-timo acrongos of potatoes and sugar beet. County War
Agricultural Executive Cormittees are being instrueted that the
required acreages must be securcd, if necessary by the service
and ‘enforcomont of dirsoctions. Tho Covernment will do ovorything
possible to socuro tho nocessary labour fop harvosting these
crops in the auvtumn.

Woathor conditions in the autumn and carly winter months
of 1944 roducod substantially tho sowing of wintor wheat. It is
dosirod that full uso should bo made wherover conditions aro
suitablo of the improved variotios of spring whoat now avallablo,
but diroctions will not bo servod or onforcod for tho growing of
whoat for tho 1945 harvost. ‘
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Cropg from tho 1946 Harvogst.

Potatoos ;gxcluding 1st ocapliog): If 1t provos possiblo to allow
an approclablo rolaxatlion "In compulsory diroctions to grow this
crop in 1946, tho ovorall average incroasec of 10s. por ton allowoed
for tho 1945 crop will bo withdrawn. Tho quostion whothor this
loworing of prico should bo effoctod by a roduction in tho price
por ton, or by an oquivalent:-rcduction in tho acroago payment,
will be docldeod later, aftor consultation with the National
Farmors' Unions.

Sugar Beot: TIf 1t proves postiblo to allow an approciablo
roloxation in compulsory diroctilons to grow this crop in 1946,
the ovorall avoragoe incroass’ of 6s. por ton allowed for tho 1945

crop will ‘bo withdrawn. '

oot and Ryo: If tho world food situantlion pormits compul sory
dircctlons will not bo servod for the growing of those crops in
1946, and tho ncroago paymont will thon bo rodugod from £4 to £2
por agro. Subject to any solf-balancing changos in the soasoéonal
range of prlcos of whoat which may bo docidod upon aftor consult-
ation with tho National Faymors' Unions, the pricos por cwt. of
thoso two crops will romain tnchangod.

Barloy: ~ Tho guarantood minimam prico of millablo barley will
¢ roducod from 90s. to 80s, por quartor. ; -

\
3 No chango.

Oat
Dgogéo Corn: )

Livostock Pricos for tho 12 months
1st July, 1945, to 30th Juno, 1046.

Fot Cattlo: Pricos will bo adjustod so as to produco an ovorall
avorago inoronso oquivalont™in a full yoar to 2/64 por live cwt.
on Fat Stoors, Holfors and Cow-Hoifors. Tho quostion whothor
part of this inoroaso should be allotted to Fat Cows and Bulls
s boing furthor dlscussod with tho National Farmors' Unions.

Fat Shoop and Lombs: ' Pricos=will bo adjustod so as to produco
an ovorall avorngo incrocgo In a full yoar of 24 por 1b. doad

wolght,

Fat Pigs: An avorngo ovorall increoasc in a full yoor of 1s. por
8coro doad wolght,

g¢ An ‘incronso of 24 por dozon on oggs purchasod by packing
stations (on and from 28th Junc, 1945).

Tho prico incroasos for pigs and oggs taks account of tho
limitod improvomont in ration scnlos for thoso classos of stock
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that took offoect on lst January, 1945, and tho lovol of production
that may be expected on the basls of the supplies of fe~rding stuffs
of all kinds, including swill and other waste moterials, that aro
likely to be available during the noxt yoar.

Milk Prices for tho 12 Months
lst ggrf1,1945, to Slst Harch,lﬁ%ﬁ.

Milk pricos will be adjusted so as to socure an ovorall
averago incroase of §d por gallon in a full yorre.

In view of tho fact that tho spocial conditions which
lod to tho granting in January, 1944, of the wor-timo product lon
bonus still oxlst, tho Goverhmont has-docidod to continuo the
bonus for a furthor 12 months from lst April, 1945, brondly on
tho oxlsting linos.

An incroase in milk production, .ocapseially in tho wintor
months, 1s still a flrst priority national roquiromont.

- s s

Tho application in dotail to soasonal, arca and grado
pricos of tho ovorall annual incroanscs announcod above will be
discussod with tho National Farmcrs' Unions and tho Milk Markoting
Boards and rovlsod prico schodulos for tho various products will
bo announcod ds soon ns possiblo.

BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S EXPORT GUARANTEES BILL.

Tho Acting Officinl Socrotary, N.S.W. Govornmont Officcs,
London, hns forwardod to thls Uopartmont copy of tho Export
Guarantcos Bill which was ordorod to be printod by the Houso of
Commonsg on 19th January, 1945.

‘The Bill proposos to amond tho Export Guarantoos Act of
1939 undor which tho Board of Trade ls ompoworcd, in cortnin
clrcumstances, to glvo guarantoos in connoction with the oxport
from tho Unitod Kingdom of goods to any country,

Tho objocts of tho prosent Bill aro to mako provision
for tho Incroasc of tho limits of 1lincbility fixod by tho 1939 Act,
in order to moot tho incronscd domnnd from tho guarantocs to bo
cxpoctod aftor thoe war and to authorisc the Board of Trade to givo
guarantcos In rospoct of cortoin oxtornal btrade transactlons.

Tho 1imit in respoct of g1l such guarantoss ns proposod
by tho Bill shall bo incroased from sovonty-five million pounds to
two hundred million pounds. .




