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Price fixation for appl.os has carried with it an anomaly 
ever sinco the Prices Commissioner issued the Urdor in obruary, 
1943, and the repoated agit.ttoris by the N.S.W. :ruit Shopkeepers' 
Association over the past 15 months for a change in the system were 
net witbout founrJatton. As it stands, the Prices Regulation rovidos 
for the wholesaling of fruit on a case basis; and were every case to 
contain 40 lbs. as presupposed in tho Order, there would be no 
complaint from retailers on the sooro that if sales by retail must 
bo by weight than the amo should apply to wholesale trr.nsr.ctions. 
But th results of numerous tost weighings of nplos of dl.fforont 
varieties and in different sizos, conducted by this iiivision last 
year, clarly olstr.blishnd that constdorctblo variations Occur in the 
nett content,-, of cases. It is not denied that many packs often 
contain severnl lbse in excess of 40, 'out the fact that in so many 
thstarrnes - parttoulr.rly with interstate fruit 	the poundage is 
well below 40, has been a sharp reminder to the retailer of the 
inequality of the existing Regulation, especially in the ease of 
the smc.11 trader and when ruling prices are at tho coiling level. 

The v.?hnlo problem was discussed last month at a conference 
conv.ned by the Minister for Agriculture, In soaking a solution, the 
di:ficultos wore ror.lisod of dotarmthtng nott cotot for each oas 
at the point of sale, or of ensuring guaranteed w ight of fruit 
being stamped on cases by producors. A sub-committee representative 
of this JJ3partm0nt, the Apple and Pear Board, Woights and Moasures 
JJopr.rtont, retailers and wholesalers subsequ'ntly was deputed to 
assos by toot weighings th average nett content per case in 
different censignmonts - hr.ving regard to variety, stgc of fruit 
and typo of case. The Prices Commission finally agreed that whore 
tho nott content of Tasmanian apples was less than 40 lb., the 
coiling once could to graduated according to weight, as determined 
by tnt weighings. Honco, on a maximum price of 27/ per paso, 
only 23/7k would be oaid for a c,-.so containing 35 lb. Tasmanian 
apples havo been mostly in disputo and the Prices Branch will give 
on-isidern.tion to the icluien of other appios if found to bo 
nocossery. 

ChIS'f of Division. 


