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REVIEW OF MARKETING AND AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS .

Tssued by authority of the Minister for Agriculture
(HON. Z4H, GRAHAM, M.L.A,)
and prepared under the direction of the Chief of the
Division of Marketing and Agricultural Economiecs,
Department of Agriculture, New South Wales, Australia,

Vol.1l3, No.5 (New Series) May, 1945.

APPIE PRICES,

Prico fixetion for applos has carried with it an anomaly
ever since the Pricos Commissioner issued the Urder in February,
1943, and the ropeated agitetions by the N.8.W. Truit Sshopkoopers'
Association over the past 15 months for a change in the systom were
not without foundation. As it gstands, the Prices Regulation provides
for the wholesaling of frult on a case basls; and were every case to
contain 40 1bs. as presupposed in the Order, there would be no
complaint from retallers on tho scoro that If sales by rotall must
be by weight thon the same should apply to wholesals transnctlons.
But tho results of numorous test woighings of apples of difforont
variotios snd in difforont sizos, conducted by this Livision last
yoar, claarly cstoblished thet considerable vorintions occur in tho
nett contents of cases. It is not denied that many packs often
contoin severnl 1bs. in excess of 40, but the fact that in so many
instonces = particulnrly with interstate fruit - the poundnge 1s
well bslow 40, hns been a sharp reminder to the retailer of the
insqunlity of the oxisting Regulantion, especinlly in the cnse of
the smnll trader and whon ruling prices are nt tho colling level.

The whole problom wns discussed last month at a conferonco
convoned by tho Minister for Agriculture. In sooking r~ solution, tho
difTiculting woro ronlisod of detormining nott contont Tor onch cns»
at tho point of snlo, or of onsuring guarantood wohight of frult
baing stompod on cnses by producors. A sub-committoo roprosontativo
of this Uopartmont, tho Apple ond Pear Board, Weights and Monsuros
Dopnrtmont, rotailors end wholesnlors subscoquontly was doputed to
assoss by toat woighings th- average nott contont por case in
difforont emsignmonts - hoving rogord to varioty, sizo of frult
nnd typo of casocs. Tho Pricns Commission finally ngrood thot whoro
tho nott contont of Tosmanian applos was loss thon 40 1b,, tho
colling prico could bo graduatnd nccording to woight, ns dotorminod
by tost woighings. Honeo, on o maximum price of 27/~ por 0080,
only 23/7% would bo onid for o cnso contnining 35 1b. Tesmanian
applos have boon mrstly in disputo and thn Pricos Branch will glvoe
emaidorntion t5 tho inclusinn of nthor applos if found to ?o
nacossnry. . X i
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