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Numbers of porkers available were irrogular, although
this eclass was woll reprosontod at the opening and fimal salc. All
grades of wolght and quality were submitted from very small storo
pigs to good trade heavy porkcrs.

Request continucd to bg very koon and, althougzh valucs
fluctuated, many sales woro offcoted at ratos ogquivalont to 1/3d por
1b. The highost oquivalont for hoavy porkers, howover, was 10id.

(G. Coloman and
J.R, Williams.)

—

FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SALES
AT CITY MUNICIPAL MARVETS, SYDNEY.

Apples sell freely.

There was a very good demand for apples and values of
choice, colored, dessert fruit were naintained at high levels.
Supplies from within New South Vales were light, the market being
dependent mainly on consipgnments from Victoria, South Australia and
Tasmania. Jonathans found a ready sale, while the relatively small
quantities of Delicious available were cleared quiclly, both
varioties realising up to 27/~ per bushel, although tho Tasmanian
Jonathans werc slightly lower, the top rato boing 25/-. Granny
Smiths werc lightly stockod and large fruit roaliscd tho ceiling
ratec.

Towards tho closc of thc nonth a fairly wide range of
Tasmanian varietics was on offor, Jonathan, Cox's Orange and Ribston
Pippin, Duke of Clarenco, Dolicious, Alcxandor, Alfriston and Worcostd
Poarmain boing on offor. Apart from tho Delicious and Jonathans,
ratos ranged from 11/- to 20/-, according to varicty.

During March of last yoar the maxinwa rate for Jonathan,
Dolicious and Granny Smith was fixed at 18/~ and othor variotics at
15/-, but this scason no ‘adjustment of the ceiling ratc of 27/~ has
been made. : :

Poars well supplicd.

Large quantities of "illiams pears were received fron
Vietoria but supplies from local sources were only roderate. Demand
was good until towards the close of the month when inereased "
consignments of Packhari's Triumph were forward, including a shipment
fron Tasmania. Some packs of Williams reached maturity quickly
and these lines, as well as very small fruit, had to be cleared at 1
woll below the levels requested for choice green packs of the bost. 5
slzes. Request for Paclthan's wos satisfactory at rates ranging from
16/- to 20/~ per bushel. Small quantities of Beurre Bosc and a fow
other varioties were obtainable.



101,

Valecncia orange harvest practically finished.

The marlketing of Valenclia oranges was practically
coripleted. The limited supplies available at the close of the month
were lzeenly sought and little difficulty was ozxporilonced in disposing
of ovon small fruit. Small consignments of Navel oranges were
received from Queensland towards the close of March and the maximum
of 23/~ per bushel was roadily paid.

Lonon supplies incrcase.

There was a keen inquiry for the light stocks of
Coastal lemons during the first throe wecks of tho month. Tho
rocoipt of consignments of well-gcolorcd and good guality fruit fron
Quoconsland subscquontly brought about a slackoning in roquost as
thc bulk of local offorings wag groon. Colorced packs woro still
sclling at coiling lovcls but the market for groon lincs had an
casiocr trond at closing, ospocially for small fruit.

Good indquiry for bananas.

The market for bananas was firm. Only vory light
supplics of "cights" and "ninos' worc availablo and 1ittlc difficulty
was oxpcrionccd in disposing of.anallor sizeos of good quality fruit
at the coiling lovcl of 574 por 1b.

Pinoapplos scll frocly.

Bi-weelcly consignments of pineapples ranzed from 5,400
to about 8,500 cases. Request generally was active and most sales
were made at the coiling price of 21/3d per casc, only faulty and
lightweight packs being sold at lower prices.

Stone fruit scason practically finilshed.

Suppliocs of stonc fruits declined approeciably and
towards the close of the. month only small quantities of plums and
poaches wore obtainablc., The poaches from tho liurrunbidgeo
Irrigation Arca worc canning variotios and tho groator proportion
was affected by dust; values were affected accordingly. The fruit
also lacked keeping quality ard this constituted a further factor
affecting prices. The small consignments of dessert peaches received
from inland districts early in the month met a roady sale, choice
frult selling at the maximum of -10d per 1b. 3omo Vietorian dessert
fruit rcalised to 35/- per bushol. Ratcs for plums wore variable
but sood quality lines sold at around 12/- por half-casc, although
highor pricocs wore obtained at times. -

Gragoa in stoady roquost.

Supplies of lMuscatel grapes were mainly from inland

.
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districts. Choice "blacks" sold to 25/~ per half-case and an
occasional special line was higher but the range of prices for othep
quality pacls covered a wide range.

Consignments from the Iurrumbidgee Irrigation Area
comprised Cornichons, Doradilla and-Waltham Cross. All varioties
met a satisfactory inquiry and values generally were fairly steady,
Cornichons selling to 12/- and at times to 14/- per half-case.

Demand for water melons restricted.’

Large quantitics of water molons were forward but
demand was slow and well below the eeiling level of 11/84 per cwt.
had to bec accepted; rates gonorally ranged to 7/- por cwt. .

Cantaloupe market irregular.

The ‘marlcet for cantaloupos fluctuatoed cohsidordbly; on
some days 12/- per cratoc was the top rate while on others as much
as 24/- was realiscd. ;

Passionfruit scarce.

Only small quantities of passionfruit werc forward and
high pricos werc obtained, a fow ehoice paeks solling to 60/- por
half-caso.

Peas plentiful.

Consignments of poas gonorally woro heavy; on most days
over 2,000 bags werc rcceived and on a fow oecasions tho quantity
on offer cxcecded 3,000 bags. Demand for tradc reoquiremonts
gonerally was rcasonably satisfactory for good to ehoice lincs but
agonts found difficulty in disposing of lower grados and tho assist=
ance of canners had to be sought to enable elcaranccs to bec offoctod:
Purchascs of canning lots woro made at 5/- to 6/- por bushol. Ratos
for bottor quality offorings fluctuatod a good dcal, top prices
ranging from 12/- on some days to 20/- por bushol on othors. On
Thursday, 29th March, 3,650 bags werc forward, but despito this
large quantity vory fow lots wore carried over, duc in a largo
moasurc to inercasod purchascs to cover retailers' recuirements _
during the Easter holiday period of four days, and sales to cannerse

Supplies of beans reach zlut proportions.

Supplies of beans were more than sufficient to meet tr
needs and as many as 2,000 bags were on offer at times. There were
occcasions, however, when the quantities were relatively light.
Request was mainly for choice descriptions, lower grade lines being
difficult to sell. During the periods of plentiful supplies large
guantities of thesec lower grade beans could not be sold and the
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Department of Food Supply cleared surplus stocks.

Prices for cholcc offerings showed some considorable
variation; during the glut periods it was difficult to obtain above
4/- por bushel, while up to 14/- was paid whon supplics wore light.
The market at closing was very weak owing to the large quantities
coming forward. -

Tomatoes in heavy supply - rates casa.

Considerable qQuantitics of tomatoos were received from
both local and interstato scurtes. Values were fairly woll maintained
until about the third weck of the month when rcquost showed a
falling off; as a result, stocks commenced to accumulateo and ratos
eased approciably. Agonts had to disposo of many lines that roachod
a ripo stage to factorios at 2/- per half-casc, while fairly low
rates had to bo accoptod for othor lines. Even tho best locals
had to be sold at around 8/~ per half-case prior to the Easter
holidays. Thore was a fairly large carry-over at tho c¢loso of
business on Thursday, 29th lierch.

Heavier supplies of cauliflowers.

Consignments of cauliflowors from inland growing arcas
showed a considorablo incroase towards the closo of March and there
Was a consoquent decline in price levels. During the early part of
the month wp to 40/- per dozen was obtained for selected large "heads"
but at the close top rates were 20/- to 24/~ per dozen. .

Labbage market weakens.

Supplies of cabbages were relatively light early in the
month and satisfactory prices were realised for choice large "heads"

but lower grades were often diffioult to clear. Receivals were
‘heavier subsequently and, with the plentiful supplies of other green

Vegotables available, values genorally were lowor.

(R.' D. Heaker).



