|

7/ “““\\\ A ECO" SEARCH

% // RESEARCH IN AGRICULTURAL & APPLIED ECONOMICS

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

Give to AgEcon Search

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu
aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only.
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.


https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu

97.
SALES OF LIVASTOCK AT HOlMEBUSH, SYDNILY.

Numbers limprove appreciably.

The numbers of sheéep and lambs penned during March
totalled 299,219 head, representing an increass of approxinately
65,000 head compared with the prcvious month.

Prime sheep scarcao.

Although more grown sheecp were available, (pennings for
the poriod totalling 184,355 head) tho proportion of good quality
lincs was rclatively light. Prime heavy wothers werc in very short
supply but thore was a nuch better ropresontation of good ewas.
Flain doscriptions wore nuaorous whils medium to good trade quality
shecp, conprising chiofly light weights, wore in moderate supply.

Hutton gencrally choaper.

The incrcase in supplics contributod largely tq tho
goneral decline in rmbtton pricgs. Valuos at oponing sales did not .
vary approciably from thosc rcgorded at the closc of tho provious
month but, subscquontly, goncrally lower ratcs rulcd. For tho most
part tho cost of mutton at the cnd of Mareh was approximately 2d to
ld pcr 1b. lower than at oponing salcs. At timoes, primo light
wothors wor'e worth 6id por lb, compared with tho poak prise of 7id
in Fobruary and hcavy dcseriptions 574 as against 7d por 1b. In tho
main, howover, operators paid 4d to 54d for hcavy wethers, with odd
lots of prime at 5id por 1lb. Iight wolghts madc from 43d to 53d,
although at timcs primc lots rcaliscd 52d to 6d per 1lb, Hoavy ewes
s0ld to 54 and light to 53d per 1b. but rates generally ranged from
524 to 4%d and 4d to 5d per lb. for heavy and light, respectively.
Pfain to medivm grades cleared at relatively lower levels. The
shortage of good quality wethers stimulated demand for good quality
8Wos and generally onhanced valucs. e

Lambs in hoavior supply.

Tho supply of lambs showed considerablc improvement, a
botal of 114,864 head boing on offor or about 34,000 more than last
month's aggrogato. Genorally, quality was bcttor than that of. the
grown shoop, tho porecontage of mcdium tradc linos being rclatively
lghtor, Primc 1ight lanbs and suckors woro fairly secarcc but good
39 prime heavy grados worc fairly well roprosonted. Summor lambs
PPoponderatod, suckors goncrally boing in short supply.

Lanb priccs docline.

_ Inquiry for good t¢ primc lambs for the most part was
k@on but, as a recsult of tho larger numbors offoring, priecs wore not
Mintainod at tho high lovols which provailcd in Fobruary.
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Gonorally tho cost of lamb at closing was from <d to #d
per 1lb. lower than at opening auctions. The best price paid in
February for prime lamb was 94d per 1b. but similar grades of lamb
were obtained for 9d during larch. Generally, good quality suckers.
mostly realised from 794 to 8id and prime 1light lambs 73d to 83d per
1b. On occasions, good to prime heavy lambs made 8%d per lb. but a.
large proportion realised from 7d to 8d. Values for hoggets were
reasonably well maintained and up to 8d per 1lb. was obtained, but
generally prices ranged from 6%d to 75d, with occasional lines at 7%
per 1b.

S

Variable cattle supplies.

Cattle supplies during March, 1945, were again fairly
light, particularly early in the period. The monthly aggregate for
the ninc sale days was 14,798 head, including the relatively large
nuzber of 4,396 auctioned in the storc section. Quality was most
variable ond a substantial proportion of the pennings comprised
small, inferior grade stock. The weather during March was chiefly .
dry and the more promising outlock indicated at tho closc of February
was not maintained. Relioving rains, however, wero rocoived in many
arcas during carly April. 15

Suppliocs of bullocks linited.

Supplics of bullocks wers evon norc limitcd than during
February, while very fow heavy descriptions worc notod. The markot
fluctuated considerably but demand was always keen and good quality
descriptions sold at prices which averaged the equivalont of about
60/~ por 100 1b. The extreme level was 73/-.

Prime steers scarceo.

. Steors wore scarce during the first half of the period
but consignments subscquently increased considerably. Inforior i
lightwoights predominated, primec deseriptions gencrally boing avail-
ablc in odd lots only. The market eontinued firm and valuos of prime
lines rangod chisfly from 59/- to 64/- por 100 1b. Inguiry for k|
plainor stock was woakor at tirmos and on sovoral occasions somo faifl
to good trade 1lincs did not oxcoed 50/- pcr 100 1b. o

_ 3
-

i
Cows worc available in limitod numbors only, cspoeially
prime heavy weights, although the positiocn improved during the latter
half of the rnonth. Demand for good quality drafts was exceptionnll
keen and the marlet inproved steadily until the third week when
quotations ranged to 56/- psr 100 1b. With an increase in supplies;
however, prices receded and at closing 48/- per 100 1b. was the besb
price obtained. .

Cows soll at incrcascd prices.
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Firm market for heifers.

Pennings of heifers fluetuated considerably and generally
supplics comprised small fair to good trade descriptions. However,
~ fair numbers of good quality mediun weights were notieced towards the
¢loso. The market was very firm and prime lightwoights continued to
realise to 61/- per 100 1b. for the greater part of the month. Values
showod some recession, however, towards the close of darch.

For the most part, vealers were moderatcly aupplied and
the genoral quality was only fair. Valuos werc maintainod at high
- levels during tho greator part of the period, guotations ranging
' chiefly to 68/« per 100 1b. and 73/- on ono oceasion. At elosing,
however, rates were lowor, 60/~ per 100 1lb. boing the highest price
nctod.

Fowor pigs available.

Consigniments of pigs during March, 1945, were very
irregular from the point of view of numbers arriving and the aggregate
for the period was 9,176 head or some 1,876 less than in the previous
month. Receivals by rail accounted for 6,201 and, in addition to
those subnitted at auction, 329 were disposed of by private treaty.

Pennings on the cpening sale-day were affected consider-
ably by an industrial dispute at the Homebush Abattoirs. On this
occasion, marketing operations were confined to store buying but a
sale was held on the following day to dispose of the remainder of- the
consignments.

Firn market for baconers.

Baconers continued to be well represented although the
Quality of a substantial proportion could be deseribed as fair trade
only. All grades of woight wore available, extra heavy desceriptions
malking a particularly good showing on one oceasion.

A vory firm markct ruled for heavy baconers but prices
Wore irroegular at times for light woights. Alterations in values,
howover, werc not material. HKates per head ranged to £7.10.6, while
the range in quotations cn a per lb. basis was chiefly from 8zd to
« Prime extra hoavy baccners, estimated to exceed 200 1lb. dressed,
tontinued to sell at onhanced rates.

Backfattors in dcon derand.

Pennings of baclfatters were moderate and mediua to
heavy woights mado a fairly good showing. Demand was keen early in
o0 period and valuos of pri.ic heavy sorts advanced by fro: 15/~ to
80/~ per hcad and sold to 62d per 1b. The higher ratos, howover, were
ot naintainod during the latter half of tho ronth.

R
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Numbers of porkers available were irrogular, although
this eclass was woll reprosontod at the opening and fimal salc. All
grades of wolght and quality were submitted from very small storo
pigs to good trade heavy porkcrs.

Request continucd to bg very koon and, althougzh valucs
fluctuated, many sales woro offcoted at ratos ogquivalont to 1/3d por
1b. The highost oquivalont for hoavy porkers, howover, was 10id.

(G. Coloman and
J.R, Williams.)

—

FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SALES
AT CITY MUNICIPAL MARVETS, SYDNEY.

Apples sell freely.

There was a very good demand for apples and values of
choice, colored, dessert fruit were naintained at high levels.
Supplies from within New South Vales were light, the market being
dependent mainly on consipgnments from Victoria, South Australia and
Tasmania. Jonathans found a ready sale, while the relatively small
quantities of Delicious available were cleared quiclly, both
varioties realising up to 27/~ per bushel, although tho Tasmanian
Jonathans werc slightly lower, the top rato boing 25/-. Granny
Smiths werc lightly stockod and large fruit roaliscd tho ceiling
ratec.

Towards tho closc of thc nonth a fairly wide range of
Tasmanian varietics was on offor, Jonathan, Cox's Orange and Ribston
Pippin, Duke of Clarenco, Dolicious, Alcxandor, Alfriston and Worcostd
Poarmain boing on offor. Apart from tho Delicious and Jonathans,
ratos ranged from 11/- to 20/-, according to varicty.

During March of last yoar the maxinwa rate for Jonathan,
Dolicious and Granny Smith was fixed at 18/~ and othor variotics at
15/-, but this scason no ‘adjustment of the ceiling ratc of 27/~ has
been made. : :

Poars well supplicd.

Large quantities of "illiams pears were received fron
Vietoria but supplies from local sources were only roderate. Demand
was good until towards the close of the month when inereased "
consignments of Packhari's Triumph were forward, including a shipment
fron Tasmania. Some packs of Williams reached maturity quickly
and these lines, as well as very small fruit, had to be cleared at 1
woll below the levels requested for choice green packs of the bost. 5
slzes. Request for Paclthan's wos satisfactory at rates ranging from
16/- to 20/~ per bushel. Small quantities of Beurre Bosc and a fow
other varioties were obtainable.



