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... 800d quality being availla
. Highor prices rule.
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SALES OF LIVESTOCK AT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

Sheep numbers decline. .

: Owing prinoipallgéto the advent of the Christmas and

New Year holiday perilod, t number of sheep and lambs penned
during December was substantially below the previous month's
aggrogate, Supplies for tho period totalled 347,543 hoad,
ropresenting a declinc of about 150,000 hoead.

Plain Sheep in heavy supply.

A total of 196,952 wothors and owes was aviilable but
the proportion of good to prime grades was. comparatively small.
Very fow food heavy wothors woere received but heavy owos were
falrly well roprosented. Plain to medium quality sheep were
numerous .

Values increase.

Over the greater part of the month values of good
quality sheep remained steady but at the two sales hold towards
thoe close of December values rose sharply owing to & considerabl
§gdgotion in supplies, tho increase ranging from 3/~ to 6/- por

ad.

When compared with tho previous month, the avorage o
' of good quality mutton was higher, tho proponderance of plain
" sheep stimulat ng pricos for the botter grades, For the most
. -.part food light wothers roalisod from 4d to 54 por 1lb. and hea
‘desoriptlons 4d to 4%d. At closing, prices paid ranged from 5
to 64d and 424 to 6d por lb,, rospectivoly, Light ewos genorall
rocllsod 33d to 4%d and hoavy 33d to 4d por 1b, but 4d to 5d por
l_bi_ for 11ght and 33d to 43d for heavy was soourod at closing
"8ales, 4 Tes

~ Sharp decline in lamb supplies.

_ Total supplies of 150,591 lambs for Decenber showed a
decline of about 108,000 head compared with November. Plain to
medium quality lambs and suckors continuod to constitute a fair]
large proportion of thé pemnings. Good to prime light desoripti
were In relatively 1light supply but good heayvy grades at times
made a satisfactory ShOW1§f’ several consignments of exceptiona

Q.

Values of lambs and suckers generally did not #ary
appreclably from the improved prices prevuiling at the end of
November but rates rose sharply at tho ¢losc of tho month, many

lines showing inereases of from 3/- to 7/=, and moro in placos.
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Suckers mostly sold at from 63d_to 74d_per lb. but at
closing auctlons reallsations werc from 73d to 93d with odd sales
of spoclal Jots higher. Heavy lambs-ggngrg&éyﬁwarg obtailned at 5%d
to 63d per 1lb. wilth some lots selling to 8%d. Good quality light
lambs mostly were worth from 6d to 7d por 1b, but by tho end of
- the period prices incrcased to from 74d to 8%d per 1b.

'E-Cattldﬂsugplias maintained, -

~verage consignments of cattle during December, 1945,
wero larger than thosc of Novembor but thore were only seven salo
days and thoe monthly aggregate, 16,8068 head, showed some reduction
on tho provious month's total. There woro 1,601 auctioned in the
storo section. On the 18th, 3,258 head were yarded, tho largest

‘numbor since the corrcsponding sale of 1943, ' :

X ‘ A substantlal proportion of the consignments comprised
stock of medium to falr trads quality only, but increased numbers
of good trade cattle wore forward and the general standard was
higher than that of Novombor. : :

Rainfall during Decomber was again well bolow normal
ovor a largo soction of tho Stdte and the pastoral position showed
further doterloration. It wae obvious that the drought was
gespéngible for a fair percentage of the consignments which came

0 hand, IS :

Stea@y market for bullocks.

Good trade lightwoight bullocks made a fair showing but
other grades were in limited supply.

= The market was failrly steady and guotations ranged
chiefly to 53/~ per 100 1b. On ono oceasion, howevor, lightweights
were quoted to 55/-, Practically no really hoavy bullocks wore
noted and prices per head rarely exceceded £20. :

Good quality stoors dearer.

Steers were well supplied and although many medium to
- falr trade sorts werc submitted good trade light and medium

" weights made an Improved showing.” Good-quality descriptions met
a keen demand and valuos O6f thosc gonerally showed ‘a sharp rise,
quotations ranging to 58/= por 100 1b. on tho final sale day.
~Values of the plailner grades, howsver, showed no Improvement,

r'?driable consignments of 06WBJ _

b5 R AR Conslgnments of cows were most variable both as” to
. numbers and the proportion of light and heavy desoriptions.

Demand was good and the markot was ‘steady untill the final week

_ When pricos advanced. ‘Quobtations rvanged chicfly from 39/= to 44/-
~bor 100 1b. and to 46/~ at’'tho elosc, At opening, howeveor,

quotations ranged from 33/w=.

A ———
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“n ﬁwf ,ij igegtgrs;were in pelatively 1ight supply and on somc
“oécisibns~nqnq notleced iﬂJGdd-lmt&‘onlyg;SmullzaqﬁtgJgﬂ-gonerall
good trade quality prodominated. Fair to good trade 1linos ret a
steady demand but the market fluectuated somewhat -for prine sorts
whilidt, atbhe, elosing salc, were quotod to 54/- por 100 1b.

fll..[.:'(: S AT _'J_:ﬁ
“OiHedorate: siipplics. . of weoalors.
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donyal -y fBruekings of veplors woro moderate and all grades .of
weight and quality werc included. Inferior sorts corprisod a
substantial proportion of the pennings, Tho narkot was weakest
Patlopaningswith quotations ranging from 47/- to 57/= por 100 1b:

“Valugsigubsequontly improvod and remained stoady at 61/- to 63/-
per. 109:1b. for prime lincs. : qree

Pig supplies abnormally large.

- Consignnents of pigs during December, 1944, were
abnormally heavy, numbers submitted at auction for the three
ale days tot;v{ing 9,290 hoad, of which 6,853 arrived by rail.
Salos by private troaty accounted for an additional 1,069 hoad.

Fron tho point of view of pig moat availablo, it was
an cll-time rocord, as tho avorago weight of pigs now coming .
forward is much highor thoan in former years when porkers :
... Gcomprised the bulk of the pennings..

Values of baconers maintained.
t owagers o All welght grades of baconers were well roproscnted
_oxcoplizextra hoavy doscriptions at the closing salo. Quality
ranged chiefly from fiir to good trade. Corparcd with the rates
of the previous nmonth, heavy baconers were a little dearer and
lighter deseriptions. slightly cheaper, Fluctuations.in values.
from scle day to sale day wore not matorial cltheuprh the -rarket
- ofton dlsplayed a vory iprogular tendeney during the progress
- of tho auctlons, Pricos, or good to primo doseriptions drossing
-+ 100, £0, 200 1b. ranged fron £3.8.6 to £7.8.6 por hoad, or chiefly
__ from B3d to 93d on a per. lb. basis. i ';

Backfatters were mostly. in short supply, especially.
prime heavy lines. Prices fluctuated somewhat but average rates
showed a-glight. Improvement on those of November. The market
was .strongest ot .closing when guotations for both light and hea
Borts- rangod: to 6%d por 1b, = Tho highost prico noted per head was

Ao 151046, - . |

R ST
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Strong demand for light stores.

Les Moderate numbers.of porkers were forward, pennings
- gomprising all weight grades, .although 1light pigs were in very
short supply on the final salc day. Dcmand was variablec but
sultable store pigs generally were in strong request at pricoid
ranging to 133d por 1b., Othor desceriptions were worth from 7%

per Ibf , (G.€. Coleman and

ALEXANDRTA RAIIWAY GOODS YARD
AND SUSSEX STREET SAIES.

4 .

A

Potatoes much scarcer.

At Alexandrla Goods Yard there was considerable reduction
in the quantity of potatoes which came to hand, only 12,493 bags
being received from varicus GCoastal arcas. The tubers opened up in-
& very good conditlion and the bulk was available for general
trading. There were 1,4¢%7 bags of Carmans received from Vietoria
but these were taken over for essontial services.

Tasmanian consigrments reccived in Sussex Stroot also
showcd 8 oconsiderable falling-off, only 3,559 bags grrivinf : :
comparod with 27,439 bags in Novombor. These supplies consisted of -
Brownells, Bismarcks, Snowflakes and Up-to-Date. :

Consignments totalling 46,519 bags of Delawarcs were
rocelved in Sussex Streot from Wostorn Australia. Only portion of
these supplies was made aveilable fop general trading, Consignments
from the North Coast recoived at Darling Harbour werc limited to
S trucks of now grade Factors and Chats in addition to 521 bags.

Ratos for the month wore unchanged as follows :=~ Whole-
1o8alers' prices to retallers, local and in%grstate New and No,1
grade £7,17.,6, Nos, 2 and 5 grades £7.,5,0; Chats £6 per ton.
Primapy merchants' rates to wholosalors arc £1.5.0 por ton less
.. than flgurcs quoted. 4 Heige :

'ﬁﬁedas-in short supply. ;

The only consignment of swedes consisted Of‘asgﬁagajfrom
égca% centres which reached Alexandria, Ffor which no rates wore
8closed. : : W .

« Ancrensed supplies of .pumpkins from Queensland.
ik pr e [59.4, +

.. «Pumpkins received from Queensland amounted to 71 trucks.
A number of lots arrived in faulty condition and it was necessary
to regrade same. Demand continued to be very good owing to limited
Supplies of other lines of vegetablos and rates remained firm,
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A fow sales worc made at £19 but the bulk of supplics realised
£20,0,0 to £22:10,0 por ton. There were 13 trucks from Queensland
at Darling Hgmpogr landing which brought approximately £22.10,0

per ton,

i . 3 ¥ Y -

Onions acarcé ﬂpéﬁgpliés rationed. | §

Arrivals of Quecnsland table onions declined sharply,
only 1,341 bags coming to hand. Dermand was very keen and supplies
were rationed out to various buyers at approximately £21 per ton,
Local supplics were also vory light and compriscd 120 bags which
wore also disposed of at £21 por ton..

Oaten chaff supplies ‘the. 1ichtost for many yoars.

Consignments of oaten chaff continued to show a conside
... able falling-off, only 26 trucks coming to hand. All lines were
.., eagerly sought, clearances boing mado at tho, eolling rato. of .

e

. Supplies of wheaten chaff incréass. TRETRINRY C00

. There was an improvement in stocks of wheaten chaff,
supplies amounting to 47, trucks. However, thesc quantities worc
not sufficiont to moot roguiroménts owing to tho shortago of
oaton chaff and roady salés wore effected at the maximum rate of
“£10,5,0 por ton. My TSR T 2

Jmeerne chaff in demand. e LAY
. There was a continued scarcity of lugbrne ‘Ghaff; only
223 trucks being offercd. Most linos mot with koch onquiry; tho
bu;k;boing dilsposed of at £1$.10.Q_por ton. ;_““‘;“f; g e

Sl A Consignmonts of lucornc hay from the Maltland district,
which has proviously boon tho maln sourco of supplics, dhowed a
‘markod docline, ‘only 74 trucks arriving. These stocks were not
nearly suffliclent to meet requirements and mest 1lines ‘weroe ratio
to buyers. Clearances of néw greon lines werc mgde early in tho
nonth ot £10.10,0 to £11,0,0 and lator £10,050 £32:412.6,0 psr ton
wos securocd. Only 384 trucks. wopro to hand from othor centres and

all grados brought £12.10,0 p&d ton, .

e =

_Lugerno hay'in shorter supply.

Oaton and whoaten hay in roguoat.

Arrivals of dorrick«pressod oaton and‘whﬂatan”hﬁ#iaﬁoun
od to 96 trucks, Supplies woro not sufficiont to fulfil réquiromo
and cloarancos wore mado at tho maxlmum of £9.0,0 per tone
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Good demand for straw.

Supplies of straw showed a marked Improvement, a total
of 71 trucks being at rail. Oaten and wheaten.were in demand,
the bulk consisting of primc lots which brought £7.10,0 per ton.
Rlce straw sold at £5.10,0 to £6:10,0 por ton, :

Receivals of wheat agaln rostricted.

Arrivals of wheat at Alexandria aggregated 29 trucks,
which sold at rates ranging from 3/4zd to 3/8d per bushel,

Maize not avallable for goneral trading.

. At Alexandria , maize supplies again showed a consid-
erable falllng-off and totallod only 1,840 bags. The bulk was
takon to store and no ratos were disclosed.

Oats in 1ight supply.
There were 15 trucks, received but no prices were

disclosed,
(c..Hn Ferry)-

The Federal Deputy Commissioner of Taxation has advised
that fodder forms part of the trading stock of a primary producer
and it is necessary to bring the value of fodder on hand into
account oach year for income tax purposes, '

The fodder may be brought to account at cost price,
market selling value or the price at which it can bo replaced.
If 1t 1s brought to account at cost price no tax is payable
thereon. If the fodder is purchased, a deduction is allowed for
. the purchase price and the amount of the purchase price is the
value of the stock on hand if valued at cost and none has been
. useds Where the fodder is. grown by tho taxpayer himsclf, the cost
price is the cost of production, 1,0., the proportion of wages,
otc., Incurred in conncction with sowing and harvesting.

“E R Fodder used in feeding of stock:is automatically allowed
as a.deduction in the year in which so used because of the:'reduced
value at the end of the year. For instance, assuming a primarz
producer has on hand at the end of one yoar fodder, which cos

him £200 to produce, tho value of £200 returned as income would bo
offsct by tho £200 allowed by way of dodmetions. The value of
trading stock brought to account at the ond of the yoar 1s
allowable as a deduction in the succocding yoar, and if some of
~the fodder 1s usod in that succoeding year a reduced valuc would
be shown at the ond of that year,




