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H:: GHLIGHTS 

The Prices Comnssjoner ha announced an increase 
in the wholesale maximum prices of first r:uality eaten and 
wheaten chaff sold in New South Wales b 25/- to £8.17.6 
per ton f.o.r, the country siding nearest the grower's 
premises 

Increased subsidies to milk producers supplying 
Australian Capital Cities have been announced. Sydney 
producers will receive 4d per gallon from March to August 
and 3d a gallon in February and September. The IWnister for 
Customs stated that the subsidies included any payments made 
by thN.34. Government 

Reductions in the wholesale prices of mutton and 
lamb in the Counties of Cumberland and Northumberland (which 
Include 2ydne7T and Newctle) have been declared by the 
Prices Comrrnissioner. The now wholesale prices are 8d per 
lb. for light lamb and r,  for heavy with hogget 6d per lb. 
.iether and ewe mutton ceiL..ngs will be 5d and 4 -d per lb., 
respectively. 

The Minister for ComLiierc.e and. Agriculture has 
announced that producers of stock now have, the right to send 
stock for export, canning or dehydration direct to red-stored 
slaughter-yards for treatment on a weight and grade basis at 
fixed prices. 

A reduction was made in the wholesale prices of 
eggs, ranging from 3d 	5d per dozen, according to grade 
and duality, as from 28th August, 1944. The price of first 
grade hen eggs is now 1/7d per dozen, 

The Prices Corrni:l.ss'oner reoc;ntly announced that 
the maximum wholesale price of oranges other than Navels 
was to be 21/- per bushel case as from 18th September, 1944, 
representing an advance of 3/.  per case. No change has been 
made in retail ceilinE rate which still remains at 3/- per 
dozen. 
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CO1ThIODITY MRIMS AFTER. THE' WAR 

A survey dealing with the re-establishment of British 
conunodit markets after the war hs been made by the British 
Federation of Commodity- and Allied Trade. Associations, copy of 
which has, just been received rrom overseas. The Fecerati0fl'S 
views, particularly ifl relation to such matters as the d.Lsposal of 
surplus stocks in the hands of the Government and the stabilis-
ation of corrmiodt •price:s,aDC of •particuar interest, having in

A.

mind that omehat similar p:o'olemB will confront us here in 
Australia whenhOSt.iiities cease. The survey is presented in 
this publication in an abridged form owing to spae limitations. 

British 1vr chant ifl Pro -Ern:nenCe. 

Despite all, the v:Lc:ssitUdeS sufferedbY British trade 
and industry in the period between the two world wars, Great 
Britain still retained surornaoy in w0 1d rnerohafltiflg up to 
September, l39 This preem.fleflCeaS due to a combiflafiofl of 
many 	

though diminishing factor OWthZ. 

to the development of rapid international oommunlc:atiOflS, still 
Played a part, these Islands being well situated as a centre for 
distribution between important ources of produce and raw material 
supply and their main consuming markets. British shipowners, in 
spite of subsidised competition from many countries, q,oted keen 

1 

 freights, while British dock and warehouse facilitieS wore 
maintained at a high and constantly improving level, of off 

iciOflT 

British banks, with their world-Wide connections and long 
experience of oversea tradb)  understood the exchange and finance 
recuir6meflt5 ivlvd in primary distribution and provided 

ever7 

needed service spéedil, and through the British insurance 
market' risks in any pat of the world could be underwritten in 
theminimUm time .'t reasonahJ cost. 

Importance of 

 

Markets to' 	ion22 

The total value and importanop,  f 
the British or,,anised 

irarketS to the national 000nomy cannot be exactly measured,, as 

the serviceS they reider p:ovide indrcctadVante, proit and 

interest,-besides their QW 
employment to other interest 	

fl. Some uoful 

guidance in this matter, however, can b obtained from the 
annual trade returns ofthe Board of Trade* 

i938 waS by no moan'S a good roar for British, or world, 

trade. rfl  world 	w as a hole ViS still painfullvd. str glin{ to  

climb out of the universal depression which had set in, les,. than 
ten years before, and itsfOrt3 toda so wore being tltifi0d 

by the war clou which worr already 	
Europe. 

NeverthçlCS, in'l38  Groat Britain imported goods to 
the value of £92COOO,000 The great bUlk.of"these goo 	

consisted 

of the foodstuffs reuired for the sust ancoof her icopldand 



the produce and raw materale needed for. thci manufacturing and 
productive industries. Pract.ca1lythe whole of this vast volume 
Qf .goods was placed at the oorvice of the British people through 
the work of hierchants and their org.n1sed markets. In addition, 
theê marköts were responsiblc in 1938 for the handling.and. 
sorvlcinG of anentrepot trade of £61,000,000 of imported raw 
materials fhich entered this country for re-export.. 

Erhough the important part played by the British 
organised markets in intcrnationrli oomrnor•e before thd war has 
boon long recognised generally, statistial evidence of the vlue 
of the large trade in produce q.pd raw materials carriod direct 
from producing countries to Foicign and Thipiro consdming markets 
through the medium of British merchants has hitherto boon 1ackin 
The goods represented by ths.trade dp not piysica1ly touch.any 
port in the U.K., and cons ocuontly their value in torth of rOvonu 
to this country could previóusIr only be .ostimted in the Board of  
Trade statistics of the annual balance of payments. This trade ma 
be t.crmcd the TinvsibIe' :Lto±nationl trdo,and like the 
ontrepot trade, both by direOt and incidental e.rnings, it 
contributes substantially to the country's . invisible nomo 

Post-war C ommodlty'Condit Ions. 
A. 

It is generally reconised as impracticable for all 
control over the produce and cQtmodity markets to cease immediate 
on the termination-of the war, and the policy which phould then be 
pursued can beconsidered biüy in the most general and t ntative 
terms because the exact conditions which will h.ve to be dealt wi 
are unknown. The end Qf the war is a most elastic term, as the 
war may be over in Europe a year or moi'e before it corclu.ea in 
the East. It mabe assumed, however, that national economics 
.enerallyvtil1 be more' orless maintained ona War footing until 
the total war is finished; and that the world will thn'be 
confronted with a difficult food and commodity situation is 
unquestioned. It may be doubted, however, whether the general 
scarcIt.r which is likely to exist will be as acute, or its 
duration as long, as i freuent11  assmned. The recuperative 
power of the world followin a lengthy,  war' is, as we have seen 
from past'experience, vary great. Moreover, the rnain cause of 
the scarcity of, foods and raw materials is not so much that 
Primary production is inadequate, as the shipping, due.tc its 
pre-occupation with war needs, is not available. to mov it tO 
the centres. where it is so urgently required. Jith the relee 
of ample shipping from war-service - and present indications are 
that world tonnage after Uie war will suffice for normal world 
requirements.- food and commodities culd again quickly be. moved 

into consumption. In primary,  mloduction, moreover, no less tb.an  
J
.  

In manufacture, the Stimulus of invention has been extremely 
active during the,, past four years in discoverinr; new methods for 
incroaring Ind improving cult;v3.tiOfl' and production and in the 
development qsubstitutes. The concentration of manufacturing 
industry in this war has been .carried nut. to an extent quite 



unknown In in the last war; and its de-concentration, re-mannin, 
ma T 

re-equipment and re-adjustment to nor 	speoialis.Bd prcductOfl 

ilikelT to take many months. By 
the time it is ready to resume 

Its : activities j  a very considerable volume of the .raVY materials 

It will require should beorthcqmlflg. Many of 
th000TflfllOditIes f  

may not be of the high quality which industry will later demand, 
and some may substitutes but on the whole there is reasqn to 
suppose that industry will not seriouslY be held up for lack of 

supplies. 

There will nevertheless be an initial period in which 

there will 
be Insufficient food and raw materials to go round and 

satisfy world demands, and it will obviOUSlY be desirable and 
iod to continue to control prThes in 

neessarY during this per  
order to avoid any possibilitY of major inflation. But the 
continued control of prices should not delay the 

BritiS'1 

Government in taking steps q. at the earliest possible moment - 
In all appropriate cases of aain putting the organised markets 

to their proper work* 

At this stage two considerations in connection 
Tith 

decontrol should be mentioned. 

Though t is customary to think of and refer to 
la ,-r  generally, and though the w of supply and demand 

operate In all the markets, nevertheless it cannot be too strongly 
emphasised that in their behaviour commodities are extremely radit-0flS and 

In cultivation, Individual. Every commodity has 	its own peculiar t 

cutom 	indeed, customs, traditions and practice  

lleti°fl, shipment and trading In the same 3oInmOditY vary 

extensively in different parts of the world. 
Few.c0flhlflodItt, 

therefore, react in the same way to similar tre
atment, and it is 

essential that the decontrol of each commodit should be considered 

.individually and in the lit of all the 	and oirCU 

stances peculiar to it. Every organised market possesses a wealth 

of experience and knowledge of all the local and eneral factors 
Which -.-Ill require to be taken into account in eturfliflg Its 
particular commodity into free movement, and the Federation urges 
that the policies to to adopted In connection with 

each stage of 

..decontrol in each commodity should only be decided after full 
Ciati0fl concerned 

consultation with each Trade Aso
.  

w  

A similar polloy should be followed in the case of any 
surplUS stocks which may be in the hands of the Government at the 
end of the war. Such stocks were the cause of considerable 

pDiCe 

disturbance after the last war, largely owing to the pøliOY then 
adopted of making them available to outside IntereSS whose 
usequent actions paid no. regard o orderly distribti0fl. In the 

dsoSal of all surplus stocks, the advc of the apprOPrate 
responsible market organisatlon5 should be sought, as the markets 
will know the directions in which any available surr.lUseS could he 

most 	afltage0u5lY 
absorbed in the best 1nte'eSt of the taXPaYeI 

and of industry, and with. the least diStUrfl0e to other commod1tiC 
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Stab1liration of Prioë. 

The treatment of more important commodities, especiall'-
those in universal demand, as they become more freely'available, 
presents greater difficulties, and will require skilful handling 
if the general commodity price level is not to remain seiiously 
disturbed rbed for a long time. The broad objective which all desire 
would be a level of prices which, while not too lOw to prove un-
remunerative to efficient primary production would not,be too higI 
to discourage efficient consumption. 

In the abnormal conditions which may be expected to 
continue for some time after the war whom political, as largely 
as economic considerations are likely to influence policy, it is 
ppssible that, in order to climinate factors which might accentuat 
unduly large rises or declines in prices, thetemporary expedient 
of Netionally held Buffer Pool stocks might be adopted which, if 
administered by really expert bodies representative of producing, 
consuming and market interests presided over by neutral Chairmen, 
could be of considerable assistance in the case of certain 
commodities. 

The prices somaintained, however, would be arbitary 
prices and the practical course for a country such as Great Brital: 
-'hich will require to rebuild and extend its oversea trade, would 
be to devise and adopt f•lexL.b].e.platis of maximum and minimum price 
for raw materials which would permit the free movement of supplies 
through their'normal channels and thereby dispense with the need 
for any such restrictive dovices as I Buffer Pools, If this latter 
suggestion was adopted it would result in the ultimate building up 
'of. tocks ji,,hich must be 'carried at the source, and by merchants 
and in factories, thus ensuring rapid and economic distribution. 

Ultimately prices must find their real economic level 
and any schemes which have for their purposes the greater 
stabilisation of such prices, i.e., economic prices, must alwa:s 
keep in view the equation of supply to demand under competitive 
conditions: and inthe long run the only safeguard which will 
protect producers and consumers from violent price movements is 
knowledge of all the factors which affect this equation. Produce 
and Commodity markets cannot cause price trends any more thin they 
can cause trade cycles. Their operations reflect the day to day 
price fluctuations, which sometimes accentuate, and sometimes 
counteract, the general trend. Reasonable permanent stability of 
economic prices will only be achieved through the development and 
diffusion of more scientific knowledge in each industry in. order 
that production can be more intelligently planned to meet consurnin 
needs. Sectional interests representative of producers, consumers 
and markets have in the past undertaken a great deal of study and 
research in the effort to increase stability, but little attempt 
hitherto has been made to pool and co-ordinate the information 
the7 have obtained. 

--"000O000--.-- 



SATES OF LIVFSTOOK Al' HOBUSH, SYDNEY. 

Aggregate pennings of sheep increase.
1.  

A further increase in the aggregate pennings occurred In 
August. Supplies totalled 318,559 head, representing about 46,000 
more than was available in Juir. The increase in the numbers 
marketed was confined to lambs, grown sheep again showing a 
decrease. 

Q.uallty very fair* 

The quality of the viethers a1id ewe.s continued to improve, 

many lines of good to prime shorn des r.iPions beiflg Included, but 

most of the woolly sheep were ol 	dIum trade sbandard with only 
odd lots of prime. Wethers and ewes received throughout the period 
totalled 133,197 head or about 17,000 less than during July. 

Sheep values fluctuate. 

Generally, values for sheep showed a good deal of 
irregularity. At the opening sales prices of most classes showed 
an easier tendency and at the following auctloul the market was from 
1/- to 1/6 per head cheaper. Iter a much firiutr tone was noticed 
but values did not hold and all classes of shccp wcvro again from 
1/- to 2/- cheaper. Rates did not alter appreCia1 until late In 
the period when an Improvement of i/- to- 2/ per, ad occurred. 
The market closed very firm with the cost of mutton at about the 
average of that prevailing at the commenC0Ileflt oi the month. The 
following roprcsontativO sales are dn indication of priCeS trends 

over the period: 

Qi2a 

Good trade 46 lb. wothors 	(31'I"m 	1/3 	made 26/10 each or 6d per lb. 

42 lb. 
 

Firit 	Week 

Good trade 46 lb. wothors (skin 8/6 	made each or 6d per lb. 
It  7 	 11  5d 

45 lb • ewes 	( 	" 	11/-) 	' 30/? 	' 

Second Weok0 

Good trade 46 lb. wethors (skin 1/3) made 2/J 	h or 6d per lb. 
II 	 I? 	H 

H il 45 lb. ewes 	( 	sd) 
C 	2/3) 	tt 

1)1/. 5 
5d 

hotvy 56 lb. wothors 

Good trade 40 lb. wethors 	(skin 10/6) made %/: 	ec 	or 6d per lb. 
H 

H I 38 lb. eweS 	( 	6d) 
 



Fourth _Weeks, 

Good trade 46 lb. wethers (skin 6d) made 27/1 each or 7c1 Der lb 
46 lb. 	ff 	 it 1/6) if 	28/4 	6d 
42 lb. ewes 	20/3 	" q 2d 

Mutton again cheaper. 

The average cost per pound was not so highas during t 
previous month, heavy wethers making to 7d and light, to 71td per or about Id par lb. below the highest rate paid last month. 
Generally, however, wethors were obtainable at 5*d  to  6k and 5 	to 7d per lb. for heavy and light s  respectively, Rates for o were 4d to 5d for heavy an5. 4d to 5'-d for light with odd lots 
the former costing 5k and 	latter 6d per lb. At times, weth 
sold to 40/ and ewes to 36/... per head, but mostly values ranged 
from 22/- to 36/- per head for good quality sheep with shorn 
descriptions at comparatively lower levels. 

Increased yns_ ___Lamb. 

An increase occurred in the number of lambs marketed o 
the period, aggregate pennings comprising 185,362 head or about 
64,000 more compared with July offerings. Although suriner lambs w 
fairly well represented suckers were available in much larger 
numbers, more particularly towarda the close of the period Medi 
trade lambs were numerous but good trade to prime grades .-wre als 
well in evidence. Suckers generally made a very fair showing and 
although occasionally on the plain side, .many -l ots. 0± prime were 
included. Several drafts wore of o:':coptonaily gocd;quality. 

Lamb market irregular, 

The lamb market gcnorally was L:roglar desoito the fact 
that demand for the most part vias fairly strong0 Early sales most 
showed little change in vali 	but later a cheaper market prevaile 
prices declining by from i/.. to 1,6 pci head, Rates however, aga 
improved but did not hold and most cia.aso of iamb vre 1/s- to 2 
lower. Little appreciable change occurred mtiJ, toWards the end of 
the period then an increase of frem l/. to 2/V- bcok pla.c, while 
the closing auctions a furth1r slight 1ncr3ae In rcali$atons was  
manifest, although the best rates of the opcil.i.g sales vio not 
maintained, In the following,.sales ome idiat1on of the £luctuat 
in values is givon:.- 	 I  

Prime 36 lb. suckers (skin 3/3) made 33/2.ch or 013d por lb. 
Good heavy 40 lb. lambs (skin 7/C) made 35111h or 8 per 

First Wok 

Prima heavy 44 lb. suckers (skin i/ made 36/6 each or 8-d 
Good trade 36 lb. 	 ( ' 	4/ 	il/2 	. 	9-id 

hàavy 38 lb. lambs 	( . l/) 	.27/ 	 8d 
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Second Woek 

Good trade 36 lb. suckors (skin 3/6 iidc 29/7 each or 8'kI per lb. 
" 	heavy 45 lb. lambs 	(. 	B/G 	38/10 " 	8 

U 	40 lb. suckcr ( " 	3/9 	11 	30/7 	" Bd 	" 

Third Week 

Prime 35 lb. suckers (skin 3/6) made 28/11 oaoh or 8d par The 
Good trade 36 lb. lambs (skin 7/-) mado 32/2 each or 81d per lb. 

Fourth Woek 

Good trade 35 lb. suckors (skii 3/3 made 29/9 each or 9d per lb. 
U 	35 The 	11 ( 	

& -3/6 ' 29/4 	 d 

heavy 46 lb. lambs 	( 	4/6 	34/1 " 	1 7 d U 

Lamb prices decline. 

A further downward movement was apparent in the cost per 
pound of all suckers and lambs. In July)  lamb cost up to 1O*d per lbg 

but the highest price paid in August was 9 -d per lb. For the greater 
part of the period good to prime light lamb and suckers were obtained 
at Bd to &-d per 1b with odd lots making from 9d to 9-d. Heavy 
descriptions were worth from 7rd to 8d per lb., although at timos 
8d to --9d waspaid. Plain and medium grades were secured at re1ativ1? 

lower 1ov1s. 

Light supplies of cattle. 

Due principally to seasonal shortages which have been 
aggravated by adverse weather conditions', cattle truckings during 
August )  1944, were the lightest for some time. The aggregate for 
the nine sale days was 10,077 head, including 1,125 auctioned in 
the store section. 	Ua1ity generally was only'fair, although on 
several sale days the standard was above the average. The proport.Ofl 
of grown stock availab1 fluctuated considerably but, for the most 
part, it was very small. The adverse pastoral position continued in 
many parts of the State but rain affordQd. considerable relief in 
northern sections where cond1t5QnS are now more favourable. 

Bullock values reach high level. 

Nunfoers of bu11oCCS forward each sale day varied 
considerably but truckings generally were ].imlted and comprised 
chiefly light and medium weights of good trade qu.lity. Occasional 
Prime drafts were available but heavy descriptiOns were noticed 
chiefly in odd lots. A dearer market was evicnt from the ooning 
sale when medium weight bullocks wore. quoted at 6o/ to -2/ and 
light from 54/ to 60/ per 100 lb. Values at subsequent markets 
woie mostly above these rates and on te firi1 sale day the peak 
for man-yyaarS was rbaohed. On this occ.i.Qfl only66l cattle were 

available-  in the fat section, tnd equiv.1oflt values, of some 
descriptions rose to aout so/- per 100 The 
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Poor showing of beef coic, 

The bulk 'of .th 
August cdnsicted of da:r-
poor showing. Cansignment 
weights of medium to f•Li 
sorts usually available in 

supplies of cow forward during 
stdäk, beef breeds rnostI making a 
generally comprised light and medium 

trade deset'ipt:Lon with prime heavy 
odd lots only, 

The opening ma'ket '.vas ycry strong and çuotations 
ranged to 56/- per 100 lb. or about on par with the peak level 
of the previous month. These values were not maintained, howevE 
during the subsequent three weeks when the highest rate was 49 
per 100 lb. During the final week values rose sharply, quotati 
reaching a  high as 62/ per lou lb. A typical sale at the clo 
was a line of prime Devon,-, weighing about 475 lb. which realisE 
£14.9.0 per head or 60/..:,per 100 lb. On a per head basis over 
£20 was secured for some heavy dairy breeds. 

Heifers scarce. 

On most sale days heifers were scarce and when more 
adecuate supplies were available they comprised chiefly light-
weigiats of fair to .00d trade standard. 

uotations re.ched 56/- per 100 lb. early in the pen 
and then the market remained steady at from 47/- to 54/-. It wa 
difficult to quote this class of stock during the final week 
owing to meagre supp1is but rates were. reported to have reache 
67/- per 100 lb. 

Stron& demand for vealers, 

Supplies of valcrs wer variable but most yardings 
wore light. Good trade to prime descriptions, were usually 
difficult to securc and on many occasions small infe'icr qualit 
beasts comprised the .bu1kof the. pennings. 

Rates were .ma:ntained at a high level and the lowest 
maximum noted during the period was 68/- per 100 lb. At closing 
quotations ranged to about 82/- per 100 lb. 

Cattle values highest for many years. 

The extreme rates noted for. cattle during July, 1944, 
were exceeded in August -. Then,  values generally reached the peak 
level of recent years& 

g supplies mc!. 

Increased numbers of pigs were submitted at auction 
during August, pennings aggregatIng 11,208 head for the five 
sale days. Of this number, 7,71 Were received by rail, while 
an additional 1,860 pigs wer.e disposed of by private treaty. 
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On the fourth sale day 3, 07 1 head were yarded which constituted 
the largest daily total since 	y .Februar, 1 42. On the folio-ring 

sale day, however, only 1,350 hed wero received. Weather 
conditions wore partly responsible for these fluctuations. 

irregular markets for bacoE. 

• Bdconers continued in heav7,7 supply and çuality, for the 
most part, was satisfa6tcry. illwe1ghts were represented but the 
percentage of extra heavy sorts Was variable. On the first sale day 

of the period the showing o extra-heavy baconers was probably thc 
test ever seen at Homebush. Later, however, consignments of th.S 

class bf pig were reUtively lighter. A fairly firm market ruled 
during the first half of the month and when supplies declined on 
the third sale day values reached the peak for the period. On a 
per head basi prices ranged to £7.13.6 while the euivalOflt of 
9d per lb. was secured for most descrlption5 ranging in weight 
from 100 to 180 lb. At the next sale day values receded by 5/- 
to L0/- per head following the penning of 3,071 head of pigs. 
Supplies were considerably lighter at the fi 	

never- nal aictQflS 

theles values showed a fuher dec1in owing to restricted 
competit-on following act5.on by the authorities to reduce prices 
to guanteed levels. Rates on this occasion ranged chiefly 
from Btd to 9d per lb. 

ackfatte Fr1rneb 	rs scarce,-  

Backfatters were in relatively short supply, 
prime heavy weights which at times were noticed in odd 
The market was fairly steady throughout the period and 
both light and heavy descriptionS ranged to 6d por lb. 
were slightly lower at closing* 

Particularly 
lots only. 
rates for 
Values 

Porkers 1n lit supply. 

Consignments of porkers were mostly light and comprised 

chiefly medium and heavy irep'ht5 of fair to good trade standard. 
Values, as usual, were verT irregular, rates ranging from 7d to 
ll:d per lb. The extremc'prices of the previous periçd were not 
maintained 

GoC., & i;. 
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ALEXATMRI-,. RAIL/1AY GOODS YARD 
AND SUSS STREET SALES. 

Tasmanian JDotatoe rs carce. 

Supplies of lee a1J.ygrown potatoes at I•lexandT1a Goods 
Yard continue to be very liht. The monthly total was 3222 bags 
which included 753 bags of seed. Supplies were mostly from 
Crookwell with a few lines from the Taralga, ililitharpe, Orange 
and Raleigh districts. Tubers from Victoria mainly consisted of 
new.  Carmans and Snowflakes, supplies amounting to 20,362 bags 
compared vith 11,931 bags last month.. The bulk of the arrivals 
was made available for general trading purposes, about 3,000 bags 
being taken over for essential services. .•11th the excepton of 
about 160 bags, it was necessary to regrade owing to glas.y ends 
and rriixec1 5iZCS although the tubers opened up in very good 
condition. 

Tasmanian consignments received in Sussex Street showed 
a considerable falling-off, SuDpl:Les totalled 58,278 bags of 
Brovinells, Bismarcks, Up-to-Date, Arranchiefe, etc., compared 
Wi h 180,540 bags in July. A fairly large percentage was taken cv 
by the Federal Authorities, Jaolesalers' prices for local lines 
were :-No. I grade £7.17.6 Nos. 2 and 3 grades £7.17.6 per ton 
New Victorian and No. 1 grade TasmanLan were f,uoted at the same 
rate Primary merchants' rates to wholesalers are £1.5.0 per ton 
less than the figures quoted. 

At Darling Harbour landing, 25 trucks of new Victorian 
Carmans and Snowflakes were received. Local supplies consite1 of 
6 trucks of Factor seed which were not offered. 

Increased supplies of local swedes. 

Consignments of swedes to Alexandria aggregated 2,070 
bags. Some lots sold early,  at £9.0.0 to £10,0.0 but values later 
declined to {7,l0.0 to £8.0.0. Subsequently, however, owing to 
short supplies the market firmed to the level previously ruling. 

Tasmanian arrivals in Sussex Street showed a considerab 
falling-off, 5,194 bags arriving as against 14,365 bags in July. 
A few sales were made early at £.C.O but later rates were reduce 
to £8.0O0 per ton. 

Carrot, continue in light supp1y. 

The only arrivals o.f carrots at Alexandria consisted of 
about 201 bags which were received from ueensland and were dispo 
of at U2.0.0 per ton. From local centres, 17 bags came to hand 
and brought 210.0.0 to £11.00 per ton. Tasmanian lines totillod 
1,652 bags. £16.0.0 was re:d:sed early but later values declinod 
to £11,0,0 per ton. At Darl:Lng Harbour landing there were 6 truck 
from Victoria wh1ch brought £12.l0.0 per ton. 
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There were no arr:.vals at AIeand 	while Tasmanian 
arrivals in Sussex Street consisted of 'only 1,409 bags. Rates 

	

were considerablr hIgher ea1r J,n the month 	C18,O.0 as 

secured but later prices we:e reduced, to £12.0.0 per ton. 

Zwectpotatoes from ueensiand. 

A small cnci 	ent (31 baa$) from. eens1and rea1isod 
,ll.O.O ror ton at Alexandria 

Pumpkins sell at hi her ratea 

Arrivals of Queensland pumpkins at Alexandria comprised 
115 ttucks while 9 trucks and 56-  bags, were received from local 
centres. These p'tmipkins met with an exceptionally keen demand 
owing to light 'supplies of other lines of vegetables. At the 
boginning of the month sales of uoens1md lots were made at 
t10.0.0 whilst in the second. week £13.0,0 to £15.0.0 vrae obtained. 
Prices firmed still further when £,15,10,0 'to 16,0.0 per ton was 
secured. Local lots alE 0Sol.(! readily at l0.0.0 to £17.O.O peSol.(!  

ton. Thée were 135 bags received in Sussex 21troet from the 
NorthCoaSt and some a1ev:ere effected at1290

0

0 per tn.At 

Darling Harbour landing, 	trucks from ueensland were disposed 
of early at t12.lO.0 and la '1l6.O.O pt; ton 

Onions continue_exceptioflall" scarced 

rTherEere no ar.va1s ät':,1exandria during the moith, 

the only supplies 0fls1sti'Of about 50 bagsof1Ueefl51&fld 

br0wn pickling wh'4-h aDrivel at Dar1ingHarbOur. These were not 
offerecL' 

ConsiflfllefltS of eaten chaff : decrease 

Arrivals of eaten chaff at Alexandria amounted to 191 
trucks. In the first'three weeks of the poriodsupplies were 
fairly heavy, but subserju.efltly supplies showed a considerable 
falling off owing to the F.ai1WaYS rationing the number of trucks falling  be" loaded at' the yaiioue country centrS. Frices w:h lighter 
siippLes, showed a firming tcnd6no,' most lines se11in' at ceiling 

	

rates. Clearances were ejTected as folloiS 	Danaged £4.lO.0 
medium 5,lO.O to £67.6, good sound £6.1O.O to £7.lO.O prime 

£8.0.O to £B.15.0, Nine trucks were submitted at auction, inferior 
lots bringing £5.3.4 to 9,5.10,,0, good sound 7.0.0 to 

 

and prime £7,10.0 per ton Li.ter in the month racticall7 all 

lines on offer' reached the 	I1'ing level Of 9.O.0 per ton. 

'Wheaten chaff sells at fïrni rates. 

There as a 	ns:.drble fa11in-Off in the arrivals 

of wheaten chaff, only 16 t:uCk5 comin; 'o hand. The bulk 



consisted of prime grade 
sold at £6.0.0, prime at 
moved out at 9.0.0 per 

y,rhch met good inquiry. A few. medium lots 
£8.10.0 with a few at £9.0.O, whilst chol 

ton. 

Lucerne chaff scarcer, 

Receivals of lucerne chaff totalled 51 trucks. In the 
first two weeks supplies were-.fairly heavy and values were at 
lower levels, but later higher rates were obtained, all lines 
being inreciuest, good sound soiling at £12.0.0 to £13.0.0 and 
prime at £13.10.0 per ton. 

Lucerne dust and pods. 

Consignments of lucerne 
sales were effected at £7.15.0 to 
1 truck. and 94 bags. Prime lines 
£12.O,0 ..rlth choice at £13.1C.0 p 
Prima sold at £12.394 per ton, 

pods cons istedof 3 trucks and 
£8.0.C. Lucerne dust comprised 

were disposed of at £11.0.0 to 
or ton. At auction, 29 bags of 

Luccrncjr 5 •  

Lucerne hay from the IJaitland district increased by 5 
trucks and boalled 60 trucks. There was a good inquiry for all 
lines offering but little alteration was noticed in prices, new 
soft green lines selling at P,4,0 9 0 to £6,0 9 0 with a few at £6110.0!  
A few dry lots brought 1-15.10,0 to £6,l0,0 with the bulk at £8.O,0 
to £8.10.0. Supplies from other centres shwed a cons..'dcrable 
falling-off, the total arrivals for the period bein 51j trucks. 
Clearances were made as follows v.- Grassy £5.0.0to £5.10.0, medium 
£7.090 to £8.10 6 0, good sound £8.0.0 to £9.10,0, prime $10,0.0 to 
£11.0 0 0, choice £12.0,0 to £l..l0.0 per toii. Dump baled lots of 
medium quality brought £6,0,0 early with good Sound realising 
£10.10.0 per ton at closing, Good sound realised £9.0,0 per ton 
at auction. Later in the perod supplies declined and good sound 
brought £10.0,0 to £ll,0.O w:th prime £11.0.0 to r,12 ,5.0 per ton. 

Excptionally1ight supliesof oaten hay. 

Receivals of eaten hay again showed a sharp falling-off. 
Supplies consisted of about- 0 trucks as against 2411 trucks in the 
previous month. All lots on offer,whichincluded 8 trucks of rack, 
re.ilied the ceiling rate of £7.15.0 per ton. One truck of derrick 
pressed ,arved but no rates were disclosed. 

St r,av sells    a,t.S1 rm rate s, 

Ar,ivals of straw amounted to 36 trucks. Included were 
25trucks of oaten, 10 trucks of wheaten and one truck of rice 
straw. Prices were- Oaten stained) £4.15.0, good sound £5.0.0 
to £6.15,0, prime £6.10.0 to 7.10.0. Wheaten inferior 3,0.0to 

stained £5.15,0 to £6,0.0, prime £7.5.0 to 7.10.0 per 
ton. Rce straw realised £5.10.0 per ton. 



-.14 - 	- 

Hea 	supplies of wheat 	ab 

Arrivals of vfte.t at Alexandria showed a marked iiicrease, 

54 bag 	
oming to hands Supplies sold readily, the hulk being of 

f,a..gra(1e,v1h broht .3/8 and 3/9 pr bushel Two trucks 

were submitted at .ucticr. inriCr lots realising /4, inferior 
piok-ups 1/6 '.n:ith 71 bags ô: line pick-UPS selling at 

/s per 

buSh1 

Ma:tze pr:tces harden. 

Maize roceivd at lexandria showed a conSJôeble 

fallingOff supplies totlliflg 51179 bags., compr.8iflg 1,644 bags 

Of yellow and ,522 bags of jh5te from local 
oentreS. and 1,765 

bags of yelloW, 68 tags of red and 180 bags of whte from' 
Queensland, Deriand was stcad 	

Loc1 lots of yel1o1 sold to 7/- 

with white lines at e/e w-i eIio 	Sales by auction during the 
period inc1ude small yloV at 6/G to 7/3- Queensland yelloW 

brouht 6/9 and 	
i.h list at auction 3rel1of sold at /- and 7/1 

and rod at 6/11 and 7/- per hushe1 Deliveries from the. North 
Coast arriving in Sussex Street Increased, to .1,624_ 

baSS of yellow, 

which sold. chiefly at 7/ por hushOi 

Oat 
Suppiiesát AlZandria continued to he restricted, only 

2 truoks and 50 bags CCD1±fl to hand These su 	were ere conSiLfl0 

ed to private buyers and no ri.cCS wore. diClOS. 
,-1 U 

-. 

Crop rop&t .n the northern half 
0fNOY1SOUth Wales 

are very enccuragifla widespead, soaking rains were received 
during August nd this moisture, associated with mild v:xeather, 

has 	
about very ple.Siflg growth. 	

ost stands are OW good 

to exCe•l0flt' 
and heavy yields are antiC.Pt 	

ii many areas. 

In tile outherl portion 0fthe wheat belt, however, the 

st utifavOhlra' Lack 
of.moisture over an extended 

Position is mo  period and very heavy frostS seriOuSlY retarded growth with the 

ràult that crops, in the 
main, are ansatisfactory. Very light 

and scattered rinS wore received in many districts late in 
AUUSt but only temprT rc'1ie was obtathed. Crops are now 

at 

a 	
tca.J- 9tage and immediate rain IS necessary to-provent 

many failures 	. 	•- 	 .. 
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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SALES 
AT CITY MTJNICIPALMAR1Ts, SYDNEY. 

Local apples in light 

The principal, supplies of apples were received from 
interstate sources, Tasmania and Victoria providing the geter 
proportion, Consignmen't6 from South ustra1ia included a number 
of varieties but only Gr.nny Smiths were on offer from Western 
Australia. 

Only small quntItios of New South Wales fruit were 
forward, A keen demand r1lod for Delicious and Granny Smiths and 
the coiling price of 2l/ was obtained for the principal trade 
sizes of fancy grades. Other varieties on Offer ineludo Dougherty, 
Deinocratand Statesman. Request was good for Dougherty packs at 
pricos reaching the maximum of 21/. but the market for Democrats 
was weak and values easod.. 

Large 'quantities of intorstitc Rome Boauty were on, offer 
but ho quality showed considerable variation. Many lines were over 
mature and disposals of thisclass of fruit had 'to be effected to 
the best advantage. Choice packs, however, met a satisfactory 
inquiry at up to 20/- per bushel. Jonathans from' South Australia 
and Victoria continued to come forward and here again the quality 
was variable and the price range was wide. Only small lots of 
Victorian Delicious, wore obtainable and prompt clearances wore 
affected' at the ceiling rate of 21/-.. 

The market for Tasmania.n' Granny Smiths was firm for largo 
fruit, 3-inch packs selling to 2l/, while l5/- to 2O/ was obtalno 
for smaller sizes. Owing to a quiet request, Democrat prices had to 
be reduced and prior to the close of the month this variety was 
available at 9/-. to io/-. per bushel. Rates for Sturmers and 
Croftons were also reduced. Inquiry for Western Awt Granny Smiths 
was well maintained at from is/- to 2l/ per bushel. 

Demand for pears quieter. 

Only small consignments of pears were forward from within' 
New South Wales, the bulk of supplies being drawn from Victoria. 
Stocks included Packhain's Triumph, Josephine, Winter Cole, Winter 
Nelis and .Beurro Bose, while small quantities of Beurre d'Anjou, 
Keiffor and Glou Morcoaü weo on offer at times. Demand was good 
early in the month but inquiry eased somewhat later. Noverho1oss, 
the maximum' price of 22/.per bishl was realised for most varietic 
although loworrates had to be accepted for very small sizes and 
fruit ior'.TO.rd in maturity. 

Supplies of Navel oranges doclinc - valuos Improve. 

The market for Naval oranges was somewhat Irregular until 
late in August. Coastal fruit via well supplied early but request, 



-16- 

except  for shoice large fruit, was limited rina values generally 
were easier, Some packs lacked keeping quality, .pprently as a 
result of very wet conditions in the growing areas • The position 
improved approc1biY during the lst week of the rnonth keen demand 
ruled for tha reduced qianttiP5 coming forward and rates for all 

ze 	ãvancod. 

The incidence of frost aamago in many packs fronithe 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area adversely affected values, some lines 
selling at lOW rates Congignmoflts were relatively light prior to 
the close. of the month çrd rates showed a general upward trend, 
selected fruit selling to the ceiling level -  of 18/ per bushel. 

Improved nqury for mandarinsr 

Demand for Emperor mandarins was keen at times but on 
some occasions t was very quiet. Choice fruit generally sold at 
satisfaCbOrYPrL0 	

up to 25/- par bushel was paid and in a few 
instances more was realised for ?Ispocia1s 	Small fruit was dull 
of sale arid low rates had to be accepted for some pacis. 

Restricted_rquest for lemons 

The iemcn trade for the most part was quiet. Buying by 
retalerS wo.s restricted and little bucincss was transactod for 

j.
factory reqiireinents. 

Firm rates for .bnanas 

Consignments of banns continued to be light and agents 

had little diffIcfllTy in disposing of the bulk of supplies at the 
maximum rate of 7d per lb. 

Pineapples cheapery 

i-J:eekly cons igrnuieflts of pineapples ranged from around 
5,000 to ever 7; 000 cases 	ceiling of 25/- per case was 

obtained eat'Jyfor selected fruit, but this price could not be 
mainta5ned owing to a .retrioted ihquiry. Lower priceS had to be 
accepted, itbeing d1ff1Ult to obtain 20/- per case, except for 
spocal lines, the bulk of buSineSS being transacted around is/- 
late in the month 

Other fruits A 

HC Ti sulie of papaws were received from Queensland 

arid owing to the immature 	
ditIOfl of mani lines values were lower 

PassionfrUit forthe nest part were Jig stocked and 
rates s'aowed a firmer trend. Fairly large quantities of strawborri-Ol 
came to hand for' Queensland at tri-weekly into rval5. At times the 
berries op.ene up in good condition while on some occasions a 
cons ieraole anim of breakdOWfl was in 	'd nee with the reu1t 

that much repacking wa 	"coSSar.0 	lye isat10n were very 

tIsfactory. 



Pe,as in short supp1y 

Throughout the month the daily arrivals of peas were far 
short of trade requirements. On a number of days the quantity 
available did not approximate 300 bags, while the heaviest supply 
was only about 600 bags. Towards the close of August hcair rains 
throughout the growing-centres were responsible for a good deal of 
damage and a large percentage of the peas reaching the market 
subsequently were badly discoloured. 

Demand was keen at all times. Stocks were 
and the ceiling price of 23/4 per bushel ruled for 
rain-damaged lots. 	It was expected that supplies 
deal if improvement during September. 

cleared prompt 
all but some 
would saow a go 

Most beans sell at maximum rate. 

The bi-weekly consignments of beans from the North Coast 
and Queensland varied a good deal so far as quantities were concer 
On Thursday, 3rd August., about 950 packages were forward but by 28t 
August the supply had increased to 3,800 packages. 

There was a keen request and the maximum of 2O/ per bus 
was paid for all lots irrespective of quality until just prior to 
the close of the month when supplies were more plentiful and buyers 
were able to make selections. The quality of the North Coast cons-1,  
mont received on 28th August varied from choice to low grade and, 
except for the first-mentioned, prices could not be maintained, 
some lots selling at as low as 4/- per bushel 

Tomatoes dearer. 

The principal supplies of tomatoes came to hand from. 
Queensland, the hulk from the Northern part of that State. Weekly 
consignments generally exceeded 30,000 half cases. 

Small quantities we±e received from the North Coast and 
occasional lots from local glasshouses were available. 

The maximum wholesale rate was advanced from 20/- to. 24/-i 
per half-case on Monday, 7th August. This price was obtained f or 
some choice packs following the announcement of the rise but the 
markot weakened about mid-August owing to a restricted request as 
a result of unsettled weather and values fell sharply. With improve 
conditions during.the remainder of the month demand brightened 
appreciably; rates showed a general upward riovement and the ceiling 
price was obtained for Somo choice, coloured lines. 

Cauliflowers sell well. 

Cauliflowers wore fa1rl plentiful early in the month buti 
supplies were relatively light prior to the close, many growers 
intimating that their crop had out out. The scarcity of peas and 
the limited quantities of beans available were largely responsible 



for the gonorUly good inquiry for this vogetublo. Realisations for 
choico UhoadsU wore very satisfactory. Up to 	par dozen was 
obtained and rarely did bost linos fall below. 24/-. 

Values for cabbages ease. 

Cabbages sold well during the first two weeks of the / 
month and satisfactory prices ruled, choice lOts selling to 16/-
per dozen on some days. With a considerable increase in supplies 
during the remainder of the period there was a sharp fall in values 
and stocks were difficult to clear even at low rates. Closing 
values were from 1/6 to e/- icr dozen, only occasional specials 

realising more. 

Lettuce scarce. 

Lettuce were in short supply, only small quantities of 
oioco heads being obtainale,. Prices were vary firm and 20/ 
tar case and even higher was paid for best packs on a number of 
ocCçiSiOflS. 

Irnproved request for sweet poatoes. 

Sweet potatoes were slow of sale early in the month and 
rates vrcro easier. The shortage of table tubers which occurred 
ubscqucnt1y, however, created a strong demand and practically all 

lines offering were disposed of at the maximum of 16/- par cwt. 

RM. 
- - --0000ooO---,, 

The Canadian wheat crop will total 447,700,000 bushels 
accordingo recent official estimates. This figure is approximately 

154 million bushels above last year's production. 

In the United States, the yield of winter wheat is 
estimated at 786,000,000 bushels, Durum at 36,000,000 and other 
Spring wheats at 294,000,000 bushels. 

The area under wheat in the Argentine this season is 
officially stated to be 15,953,000 acres. This represent a decline 
in acreage of 5.2% compared with last season and is attributed to 
a prolor19d dry spell. 

The final official fore 
1 1 

	
of the all-India wheat crop 

is 9,690,000 tons from an area of 3,740,000 acres. 

- -.-0000000-- -- 



-19 

• - 	WH0LESALE PRICE OF VARIOUS 0DM 0DIPIE8 
IN SDNEY(NOS.WS)TLNG AUGUST, 1944, 

AZ CORESpQNDITG- FIGURES AT 31st ALTGUST,1039. 

The following •tabiQ gives particulars of the range of 
prices in Sydney, as collected  and recorded by the Division of 
Marketin.g and Agricultural Eeonornis, in respect of various 
cmthoditicc for the poriod indicated:- 

Oo'wrodity 	 Autst, 1944 	 31st Aucmst, l9 

Wheat: Home consumption 
Bulk - per bushel 	 Z/iiId (unchanged.) 	 /4d 

Flour - per ton; 	 £1O.4.2  
• (plus £2.8.10 tax) 	(plus £62.9 ta 

Bran - U 	 £6.0.0 (unchanged) 4.5.O Pollard 	u 	 ;?C,O.Q 	 £4.5.O 

Eggs 	per dozen 	2/.- to 

Butter (choice) per cwt. 	169/4 (unchanged) 	161/2 

Cheese",  
Loaf 	per lb. 	 l'0d 	 lid Large U 	 1/- 	 l0d Special brands per lb. 	i/i to i/a 	 1/2d 

August, 1944 	 ujus L  
• 

Pigs (Abattoir-Sales); 	
From 	To 	 To 

 
Good to prime per head 

Porkers 	 ••• 	 •. 
Extra light 	• •. 	 - 	 39/6 	 31/6 	40/6 Light 	 30/6 	40/6 	 39/6 	44/6 Ale diu.mn.welght 	 30/C. 	65/6 	 43/ 	57/6 Heavy 	 57/6 	70/6 • 	50/6 	54/6 Baconers 	 £3.10..6 	£7.13.6 	60/6 	75/6 Backfatters £5.5.O • 15..O.0 	.4.5,O £80 10 0 k. 

Note: 	The pig sales nearest 31s August, 19, 
were those held on 29th August, 1939 

----000O000----. 
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