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HIGHLIGHTS . . ]

The Minlster for Conservation announces that
the first harvest from the N.S.W. Government's rice-growing
project at Wakool has yielded 8,800 tons from about 4,000
acres, ' The net profit on the erop. is expected to be not
less than £40,000. NI, : : .

A quota system for livestock slaughtering has been
introduced in New South Wales with a view to ensuring
equltable distributioh of meht. The scheme applies to all
wholesale and retail slaughterers in the County of Cumberland,L
The Maitland Pastures Protection District within 14 miles of
Newcastle Post Offlice and in Shires and Municipalities where
meat export works are operating.

The Government Statisticlan has reported that wheat-
farmers 1In New South Wales Intended to sow 3,143,000 acres '\
during the current season (1944-45). This area falls short of
the offlcial target by niore than ‘650,000 acres, and is well
below the area licensed to be sown. '

It is reported that the Federal Government has
approached the Unlted Kingdom authorities with a view to
obtaining an increase of 3d per 1lb. for choicest Australian
butter whilch would reprcsent an additional return to the
Commonwealth of probably £1% million per year.

According to figures released by the Acting
Commonwealth Statistician there was a small excess in 'Civil
merchandise trade in 1943/44, exports totalling £A4,99,687,000 4
and 1mports £98,133,000. It 1s stated that civil exports
exclude all goods admitted free for the use of the Commonweal
Government and equipment, etc., Imported for Allied Troops and
all goods shipped overseas on behalf of the Commonwealth
Government. e

The U.S. Department of Agriculture forecasts a reco
wheat crop of 1,132,105,000 bushels compared with a ten-year's
average of 760,199,000 buchels.,
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AUSTRALIAN WHEAT .PRICES, - .«

(By P.C. Druce, B.EcC., Divislon of Hhrketing
' and Agricultural-Economics).

. Introductory.

‘The substantial increases in the price receilved by the
Australian Wheat Board for wheat exported in recent months has
led to numerous complaints by wheatgrowers and wheatgrowers'
organisations that the grower 1s not now receiving a fair price

for his wheat and that, In effect, he 1s subsidising the stock
feeder and manufacturer of breakfast foods and power alcohol.

Strong demands for an Increase in the price of wheat sold for
stock feed or an increased subsidy on this wheat are being made
in several quarters. %1y

' It'is the purpose of this article to set out clearly, in
view of the demands which are now being made by wheatgrowers, the
prices which the Board is recelving for wheat and the advances
which it makes on wheat acduired.

It is not proposed to go into a detalled history of the
Australian Wheat Board or its policy since it was formed in 1939,
It will suffice to say that the Board was established at the
outbroak of war in Sepntember, 1939, under the Wheat Acquisition
Orders, to ensure that whoat should be marketed in an orderly
manner and that the maximum co-ordination should be maintained

with the shipping authorities.

The Board was empowered, amongst other things and subject
to direcctions of the Minister for Commerce, to purchase, sell or
dispose of wheat or wheat products and manage and control all
matters connected with the handling, storage, protection and
shipment of wheat ‘acquired.. '

Paymants‘tb Growers .

The Austrglian’that Bbard now acquirés,:on behalf of
the Commonwealth Government, all wheat grown on licensed areas and
for this wheat makes advances at certaln guaranteed rates.

For the first 3,000 bushels of each reglstered crop
produced on licenied acrocage (l.e4, quota wheat) the Board makes
an advance of 4/1id per bushel for bagged wheat dalivized at the
growers' sidings.S For bulk wheat the adyance, 1s ﬁ/’ll3 per
bushel at growers' sidings. NS g3 SN s Ml

For wheat produced on licensed areas over and above
3,000 bushels (1l.e., non-quota Wwheat) the Government has guaranteed
an advance of 57 per bushsl for'bqggbd‘ﬁﬁpatgat'gppwers' gidings,

and 2/104 for bulk wheat for the 1944/45 season.
/Advances. ..



-le2~

Advances on non-guota wheat in the past two seasons have
been, up to date, as follows: .

No. 6 Pool (1942/43) 3/~ per bushel for bagged wheat, and B/IGf
: per bushel for bulk,

No. 7 Pool (1943/44) = 2/11d per bushel for bagked, and 1/114 \
3 rer bushel for bulk. e

: Whether there will be further advances or payments made !
on non-quota wheat depends on the prices recelived by the Board for

. Wheat sold. However, all moneys received by the Board are distribu
amongst growers after expenses for transport, storage, handling and
administration‘have been deducted. : :

Some difference of opinion exIsts as to the " course which
will be adopted should advances on non-quota wheat reach the advang:
made on quota wheat and there still remains a credit in tho pool,

Should this happen in forthcoming seasonsgéi 1s poesible that the

balanee’ remaining 4n the pool would be sproad evenly over quota and
non-quota wheat. ki - .

Sales by the Board.

The position in rezard to advances made by the Bogrd for |
wheat acquired 1s quite clear. But in the case of wheat sold by the
Board the position 1s not quite so stralghtforward.

For the purposes of this article the sales may be best
divided into sales of wheat for (a) home consumption and (b) export

: With the outbreak of war, open market dealings in the
international wheat trade virtually ceased and sales became o
matter of negotiatlon between governments. The result is that
sales of wheat for export are now arranged after negotlations
between the Australian Wheat Board and the British Government or
the governments of other countries requiring wheat, y

Within Australia the price 1srfixéd by fhehBoard, and \
varles according to the purpose for which the wheat sold is to be
used. Full details of the prices now ruling in Australia are set
out below. A e R ' " :

" “(a) Wheat,sold for Home Consumption.

‘(1) Wheat 1s sold ‘to ﬁillers for home consumption flour

at 4/23d per bushel, bagged, at terminal ports, For bulk
whoat the price 1s 3/11id per bushel at terminal ports.

With respect to'this wheat the Board, and hence the

grower, recelves the proceceds of the'Flour Tax. Thé
- operations of this tax are dealt with In some detail later,

VA5 5 R
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(11) For wheat sold to the local Produce Trade 3/6%d
per bushel 1s received for bagged wheat at terminal
ports for quantitles under 2,000 bags; for guantities
over 2,000 bags the price is '3/6d per bushel,

In cases where the freight from the sending statlion
to the buyer's station is less than the freight from the
sending station to the "terminal port", the buyer recelves
the beneflt of the difference in freight.

For all wheat sold to the Produce Trade the Board
receives a payment:of 6d per bushel from the Commonwealth
Government. AU !

(b) Wheat sold for Bxport.

As was pointed out earlier In this statement export
prices of wheat and flour have risen very considerably
during the past six or eight months. Prices, however, show
considerable variation depending on the destlnation.

In February of this year the Board gold 40,000,000
pushels to the British Ministry of Food at the followling
prices:

For delivery East of Suez approximately 5/4%4 per
vushel T.0.b. for bagged wheat, ahd 4/11d per bushel
f.0.b, for bulk; and

For delivery West of Suez, 4/102d per bushel f.o.b. for
bagged, and 4/53 per bushel for bulk.

The substantially higher prices obtained for wheat
for delivery East of Suez were, no doubt, due to the fact
that Australia was the only suitable source of supply for
this area, whereas farther west Britain was able to draw on
Canadian and Argentine stocks. 1

Since then, wheat has been sold at prilces ranging
between 5/9d and 6/112d per bushel, It 1s not known what
quantities have been sold at these prices, but it 1is
unlikely that large quantitles have been disposed 'of at
the maximum price quoted. '

The prices now being obtalned are more than double
the rate ruling at the outbreak of war. The Gommonwealth
Statistician quotes the following.as the average export
prices for the five years since the outbreak of hostilities:

1939 St 2/55d per buchel
1940 T 3/114a W 0V
- 1941 o eeae 4/2(1 az '-.i' \ it
1942 Yies éfea W "
1943 —gle e sy v " (average of first

6 months of the year).
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(These prices are a weighted average of shippers! limits for
growers' bagged and bulk lots, f.o.b. ports);.

The Flour Tax 1938. ! . 45 e .

In 1938, as part of a general plan for the stabilisati
of the wheat industry, a tax in the form of an excise duty was
imposed on flour for home consumption,

This tax imposes a duty on flour for home consumptlon
the rate per ton by:/which the price per ton of flour based upon
the price of wheat per bushel f.o.r. at-Wllliamstown, Victoria,
less than the price of flour would be if the. price of wheat per
bushel f,o.r, at Willlamstown were 5/2d., - The tax is not in any
case to exceed £7.10,0 per ton of flour,

The proceeds of the tax are allocatad to the States fo
distribution to wheat farmers,

Thus- the Flour Tax heans, in effect, thﬁt for all whsai
used for the manufacture of flour, with the exceptions listed be
the wheatgrowers receive 5/24 per bushel at ports.

The Flour Tax does not apply to: |

Bran and pollard unsuitable for human consumption.

Breakfast foods. ot '

Animal or bird foods, =

Flour to be exported, : ,

Flour for use in the Northern Territory.

Flour for use in the manufacture of cornflour, starch,
glucose, etc, :

Flour for use by a public charitable institution.

Flour used for the manufacture of infants' and invalids!'
food. i 5

—— HAHHM
B'ts Hopogp
e e e e e

e

When considering the demands now being made by wheat -
and thelr representatives for an increased price or an increased
subsidy for wheat sold to stock feeders and manufacturers of pow
aleohol and breakfast foods, 1t is important to keep in mind that
Since 1938 the wheatgrowers have been subsidised by the operatio
of the Flour Tax. Since 1939, wheat export prices have ranged
between approximately 2/1d and 4/3d per bushel, and during the
whole of this time wheatgrowers hdve received 5/2d per bushel for
wheat used for flour for local consumption,

The price of wheat ,in Australia,is no. longer determined
open market operatlons. It has, for some.years past, been fixed
arbitrarily by the Government and the price fixed 1s a matter of
Government polley. For this peason it would seem that the Gover
i1s quite justified in selling some whoat below the present market
reallsations 1f in the past it was justiffed In selling, as it dif
considerable quantities of wheat above the prevailing market pric

-n--OOOObOd———.—
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SAIES OF LIVESTOCK AT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

I { 3 ]

' Some 1mproveméﬁt 1n”supplies'of?shee§ and. lambs .

The aggregate pennings of sheep and lambs showed some
increase when compared with those of ‘the previous month, although
supplies continued io be light., Yardings for the perilod, totalled
272,377 head as agalnst 263,951 hoad in June. The reduced numbers
coming forward may be regarded as largely seasonal inasmuch as the
winter months are usually periods of short supply. :

General quality a little better.

Some 1mprovemaﬂt in quality was -at times manifest but

.. plain to medium grades of wethers and ewes still comprisc & fairly
large percentage of the yardings. Falr numbers ‘of good light trade

sheep were recelved dnd on aecasions good to prime heavy
desceriptions made a better showing. Although the aggregate pennings
of sheep and lambs was larger, the total of 150,514 head of grown
sheep submltted was about 20,000 less ‘than the June total.

Sheeprbalues reasonably steady.

The market for sheep did not display such irregularity
as was evident during the previous .month., Opening sales were marked
by a generally firmer tone and at the following auctions~an -’
incroase of up to 2/~ per head occurred. Subsequently, however,
the market remained falrly steady, although at closing values
generally were. a 1ittle higher for good quality wethers. Rates for
plain descriptlons at times reoached.very low levels and this class

~ of sheep proved difficult to sell while medium quality lines

displayed a good deal of irrcgularity. Fair numbers of shorn shecp
were. submitted and these mostly sold better than the woolly
doscriptions. Some representatlve sales are glven hereundar as a

"guida to price movements over the ‘perlod:=' ‘.

First Week - Ry T L

Good trade 44 1b, wethers (skin 12/6; mado 37/9 eagh or 7d per 1lb,
" n. 44 1b, ewes: ARBLS g 29/3 t oot uggd " "

~ Socond -Wook

Good trade 40 1b. WBthéfs (skin 8/6) mado 32/7 each or Vid per lb.
" " 42 1b. ewes (pelt 6a) " 21/5 " w..edr."™ *

Third Week
Good trade 40 1b. wet%ersgqu%n lQ/G) m%d& 34/6 each ﬁr_V%d p%r %b.

" heavy 50 lbd 6 i 5 e B
"  trade 46 1lb. ewes W g ey TR sfge0. W8 noon

e ' /Fourth «..
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- Fourth Week . Sz
Good trade 42 1b. wethers (skin 4/6) made 28/8 each or 7d per 1H
n n 46 1b. 'ewes c n 9/6 " . 51/10 "non 5%(1 %W

" Theavy 56 1b..wethers (. .M 15/a) ‘M. 46/10. M M Tg3g n w

jCIosingr Sales

r" Gbod'£rade 45 1b. wethers (skinil/-) made 28/10 each' or 734 pari
e T W e L T il Gl 6 i | i AT '53a " 8

Lower cost of mutton.

Operators paid less per pound for mutton throughout Ju
heavy wethers realising to 73d and light to 74d per 1b. compared
734 and 8d per 1b.," respectively,’ in June. For the most part good
,Qualitg heavy wethers were ‘obtalned at from 524 to 7d and light
'6d to 744 per 1b, Ewe muttom:ranged In price from 43d to'5%d for
heavy and from 5id to 64 per 1b, for light. Plain ‘to medium grade
carcases, were securpd at relatively lower priges. i

' T

o Some exceptionally good quality heavy wethers'were dispg

of at 55/ while many sales worc: effected at from 40/- to 46/~ pe

head. Ewes sold to 40/~ per hoad with a falr proportich of sales

from 30/- to 36/-, On occasions prime shorn sheep made up to 32/-
per head, 2 S LA gt O, TUH TR

1

_Bettén;ghowinéfo:"iﬁmbs;

of 121,863 head being offerecd; or approximately 28,000 head more
than during June. Summer lambs comprised a falrly large proportio
of the yardings but suckers were more  plentiful. Although medium
trade descriptilons were well in evidence good to prime- grades
{chiefly heavy descriptions );were more numerous, The suckers
1ncluded some drafts of light weight and medium quality put also
some very attractlve weighty lots. Quality generally was variable.f

There was afﬁudhfﬁﬁéter represcptétidn of lambs, a tota}

Lamb market firm. ' AP 4

% AN W A T “ x
~ ¢ 7L The 'lamb. market did not rluctuate, to such'an gxtent as
in June. /& opening sales a firmer tendency was evident although
prices generally showed little appreeciable change until about mid-
July when all descriptions’ were-somewhat cheaper. Rates then

remained virtually unchanged until the end of the month when a
better ingquiry resulted, in volués advancing, Sales; 1isted hereundef

indlcate generally the trend of ‘the market over the period. .
Fivrst Week
Good trade 34 1b.,lambs (skin 3/6’; made 30/10 each or 93d per 1b.

/Second, .. JJl
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Second Week :
Good trade 30 1lb, lambs (skin 5/6) made 29/6 each or 924 per 1lb.
" heavy 44 1b. egag 8 7/6).. " ..40f20,.n " @d UL
Third Week e

Good trade 32 lb. lambs Eskin 4/6) made 29/~ each or- 93d per 1b.
" heavy 46 1lb. " w10/-) " 40f7 t ".o8d. "o

Egyrth Week

Good trade 34 1lb. lambs (skin 4/6g made 30/4 each or Qd'ﬁer 1b.
Prime heavy 50 1b. " (" ala) Mo 41t " gia ® "

Closing-Sales

Prime heavy 39 1lb. suckers &skin 5/6; made 34/6 each or 92d per 1b.
Good " 44 1b. lambs EW.. 0/u) o X L8804 g v Bl .

Cheaper lamb.

The high prlces paid for lamb in June were_not maintained,

‘1ower values ruling during July when lamb cost to 103d per 1b.

compared with 1/- per 1lb. in the preceding month., For the most part,
good 1light lamb was worth from 8id to 93d with odd lots at 9%d to
104 per lb. Heavy grades cost from 72d to 92d but a fair proportion
was secured at 7zd to 824 per lb. At the close of the period, more
suckers were offered than for some time past and buyers paild from
9d to 92d per lb. for thils class of lamb. Hoggets wore in short
supply but when available good quality made from.7d to 72d with

odd lots'of prime at 84 to gid per 1b. -

sales frequently were made at from 4 to 45/- each, although

Primo heavy lambs realised up to 48/~ per héad, while
Qf =
good quallty lambs mostly sold at 24/{pto 38/~ per head.

Pig augplias maintained.

Supplies of pi%; were well maintained, the numbers
submitted at auction during July aggregating'8;246“heady~1nc1uding
g753received by rail. The total sold privately, 1,156 head, showed

'a sharp increase.

Trend to heavy baconers.

! Baconers continued to comprise the bulk of the offerings
and although quallity was variable it was chiefly fairly good. A11
welghts were represented bub during thc-periqd-an,increased tendency
to forward more welghty descriptions was notigeda-.AtAtha.closing
sale extra heavy baconers made a particularly good showing. As
mentioned in the July Review, export operations: are now restricted

to plgs dressing 80 to 103 1lbes and 180 to 204. This has resulted in
; an L3R O
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an improved demand for heayy’bfigéners even though production ha?
increased, . .. .. = el <2 i
I : o VSRR BoRaT | G 8b 1

The market hurtng the period showed considerable
Improvement while price fluctuations were not marked. Carcase .
équivalent rates ranged.generally from 94 to 9id per 1lb. but 924
was secured for many heavy descriptions, particularly those
dressing between 160 ,and 180 1b. ' On a per head basis prilces of }
plgs dressing 180 to 200 1b. ranged to £7.9.6. As a general rulﬂ
values declined in cases where baconers exceeded 200 1b. .

Steady demand for backfatters.

Except on the final sale day in July, backfatters madJ
a satlsfactory showing and comprised generally light and medium
welghts of falr to good trade standard. The offer nge usually
included several prime heavy pigs which sold to £13.13.6 per he

One boar pig realised £13,1,0., This animal dragsed 812
1b. and was probably the heaviest sver forwarded to Homebush.

Average rates were about on a par with EHPRE- D the

previous month althgugh values fluctuated somewhat. Prices per
pound ranged from 4zd to 6id. The market was strongest at closing

Irregular market fdr_porkers.

. Consignments of porkers were variable in the extreme,
both from the point of numbers arriving andquality. Demand also
fluctuated considerably, and was very poor éarly in the period
when weather conditilons wers agalnst store buying. Inguiry, howel
was particularly strong at the close of the!month. Rates for extd
light descriptions ranged from 6d to 15d per 1b. and for heavier

_sorts from_?;d‘tol{gﬁd per 1Y, was paid,

. .' . ) " Ee 1 :_'. > ey 3 l .:
During the period the wholesale price of some llnes
of bacon was 1ncreased a little and rates for tropical ocure lined
were reduced slightly, CRRITISI ST el Do
A

R 1 PSR Sl

Lighter cattle supplies.

: Truckings of bﬁttle during July, 194;},quafﬁgfe regul
than those of the previous month although the aggregate for the
nine sale days was only 11,840 head, of which 1,695 were auctione}

in the store section.

3 Vs B |

o'

s L

The general quality was most variable and, on the whole
only fair. There was a general shortage: of prime weighty stock
and on several occasions the pennings:- comprised chiefly small
~ beasts either in poor condition or indifferently bred. ..

- . ey a2 FELerivn g VIBaEh o 13 ".;
' .~ The general position wWas woyse than during the .corres-
ponding period of 1945,“repratiﬁg'thefxeryJunsatisfgctdgy
/pastoral ..
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pastoral conditions which have obtalned for some time now. Rainfall \
generally was agaln greatly below requirements and at the close of
July the outlook was serious over a large area of the State.

Introduction of buying quota.

During the perlod, action was taken by the authoritles to
introduce a quota aystem amongst operators generally throughout the
State with a view to reducing prlces on the hoof to a level more
compatible with wholesale celling levels. The position now is that
the amount of meat which the consumer may purchase is governed by
coupon rationing, the roteil butcher 1s on a quota as to the
guantity of meat he may sccurc from a wholesaler, and the wholesaler
is on a quota based on the quantity of supplies available. Supplies
available in any district inelude carcases brought into that i
district during the weck as well as the amount of live stock
available for sale. The pasis for arriving at quotas 1s welght,
and the average welght of & carcase of beef has been determined
at 480 lb. If, for instance, an operator purchased 100 bullocks i
of 700 1b, weight during tho base perlod week and the total quantity|
of beef expected to become avallable 1s ostimated ab 50%, that
operator must, in effect, restrict his purchases for the week to a
total of 24,000 1lb. and not 35,000, Any quantity of meat slaughtered
in oxcess of the dotermined quota may be acquired at celling rates.
Numbers of stock arriving at Homebush declined following the
announcement of the introduction of the system and prices of good
quallity cattle advanced.

Bullocks scarce and dear.

Consignments of bullocks were variable but, for the most
part, they were 11mited and at times extremely scarce. Pennings
generally comprised good tpade light and medlum welghts, heavy
descriptions generally boing ‘in odd lots only. A strong demand
was maintained and, as would bec expected with 1imited supplles
and irregular competition from outside buyers, values fluctuated
considerably. Rates, however, were always at a relatively hilgh
level and the lowest maximum quote for any welght grade was 58/~
per 100 1b.

The peak level was peached on 24th July when medium
welght bullocks were priced at 66/- to 72/~ and light at 63/~ to
69/= per 100 1b. These prices Were the highest fcr many years.

Light steers pradominate .

Only on a few occasions dlad steers make a good showing
and on some sale days the pennings comprised chlefly medium to
fair trade lightwelghts with prime descriptions scarce. However,
quite a number of prime heavy drafts were noticed throughout the

month.

The market was vervy flrm and quotations for prime
/deseriptions...
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descriptiona generally rangad %060/~ and 65/- per 100 1b. On the
24th they reached 71/- per 100 1b., a record for recent years.

T 5 ~

Keen demand for cows. ' e e RV ED

- Pennings: of cows were variable in the extreme, both as to
numbers available and quality. On some occasions dairy breeds
comprised the great. bulk of the pennings while on some salé days
heavy cows of good trade quality were available in sufficient
numbers to 'offset ‘the Shortage of bullocks.

el A conaignment of 206 head arrived from Queensland They
were in ‘good condition and brought very high prices. Oné pen,
welghing on the' average about 600 ID0% s realissd £16 X1 0 per head,
.or 55 - per 100.-1b. o : .

. A very firm market roled and values ranged g6 52/- and
_53/- per 100 1b. during the greater part of the period for both
light and heavy déscriptions. During the third week) however, rates
ranged to 57/-. for heavy and. 56/~ for light. 0 & per head basis
values reached £20,1640.. : _

Firm market for helfers.

Generally, heifers were in fair supply although quality
varied conslderably. Prime sorts for the most part were difficult
to secure. A strong demand continued to rule and on some sale days

‘quotations again ranged to 63/- per 100.1b.. " -

Prime vealers scarce.

_ Vealers werd woll represented during ﬁhe period but except
“on one or twooccasions quality was only fair, prime descriptions
'being ‘difficult to ‘secure, A feature of the month was” the 'large
number of small vealers forward. ,

Ths market fluctuated but values ‘were always high and on
_the weakest market quotations ranged from 54/~ té6 65/~ per 100 1lb.
lRates generally reaehed ?0/- with 72/- the highest for the perlod. 1

High cattle valuea.

The extreme rates of recent.years noted either in August,
1943, or June, 1944, werc exceeded during July in the case of
bullocka, steers and cows, and equalled for helfers.

. @eCo & TWs
1 s }
~===0000000====




-171-

 FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SAIES
" N0 CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY. .. ' stta

= o

Values of navel oranges weaker. i P T g
_ _ g

- Fairly large quantities of navel oranges wene recelved
from coastal sources and towards the close of the month conslgnments
from the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area increased considenably. ., .
Demand was variable; large frult sold well but there was 3 S
restricted inquiry at times for counts above 150. It was poss ible
to obtain maximum rates for coastal frult for sizes up to 96 to the
case, but 113s. to 125s, had to be sold at lower levels, Generally.
values apart from the few large slzes were easler.

There was evidence of frost injury in some of the lurrum-
bidgee Irrigation Area fruit and, as a result, prices had a weaker
trend. It was difficult to obtaln above 16/~ per bushel during the
latter part of July while the general range was from 12/— wilth
plain grades ‘lower. : . ol s

The market for local ﬁand&rins 1mpro§es.

There was a good. inguiry for Queensland Glen Retreat
mandarins early in the period and up to 30/= per bushel was pald
for selected sizes. Towards the close, however, the frult which
arrived was small and in many instances over-mature. and disposals
had to be made at the best prices obtainable. :

Demand for local Emperors was qulet while the supplies of
Queensland Glens of good quallty were avallable but theme was a
marked improvement following the decline ‘in the condition of the
Queensland fruit and values firmed for cholce; large sizes. .

Larger stocks of grapefruilt.

Supplies of grapefrult were more plentiful, Inguiry was
somewhat restricted and some packs, partleularly of small sized
frult, were neglected by buyers. Purchases for factory purrqQses,
however, enabled the bulk of stocks to be cleared., Apart from cholce
packs, the price range of other gualities was falirly wide.

Quiet demand for lemons.

Trading in lemons generally was. limited, 5ﬁt as only small
quantities were recelved values for the most part. were. reasonably
steady, although well below 'the celling levels | . e

Rates for apples advance. : _ ) w4

On 1lst July, the maximum rate for apples was increased to
19/=- per bushel. Demand generally was very satisfactory, particularly
for faney grades. Supplies from within New South Wales :in the mailn
were light, especially large Granny Smiths, The variuty}meﬁtioned
4 3 | el ! G X , ' X 501(3... .
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sold very well and somé ‘large sized good grade“frult realised the
ceiling rate of 19/-. Few Dellcious were received. Occasional
consignments of Rome Beauty and Democrat were on offer and selected
sizes.realised to the maximum of 19/=. LR DA TR LTS

o Interstate conslgnments comprised the bulk ‘of supplies,
Tasmanla, Victorla, South and Western Australia:contributing. The
principal variletles on offer included Jonathan, Rome Beauty, =~ - |
Delicious, Granny Smith, Democrat, Crofton, Cleopatra and Sturmer.i
~Request was keen for Delicious and other red varieties (apart from
Democrats) proylding the quality was satisfagtory. Some of ‘the Romd
Beauty packs were over-maturc and sales had to be effected at the |
best prices offering. There was a slackening in inguiry for « '+~
- Tasmanian Demoerats and values were lowered in an endeavour to
stimulate sales, 3 ot

. Granny Smiths from three States were obtalnable., Western
Australian packs were in limited supply but fairly large quan%iticﬂ
from Tasmanla were forward. '‘Rates for Western Australian lots wore
mostly at the maximum of 19/~ and this price was obtained for some
of the Tasmanlan and Vietoriah consignments, R Y

Keen reguest for pears.

| The market for pears was very Tirm and only the Keiffers,|
faulty or very small frult failed to realise the maximum of 20/~ peh
bushel which was increased from 18/~ on 1st July. Vietoria again
provided the bulk of supplies, which included Packham's Triumph,
Winter Cole, Josephine, Beurre Bosc, Winter Nells, Glou Morceau,
Beurre d'Anjou and Kelffers. Receivals of Packham's Triumph decline§
consliderably, only small quantitles being avallable after mid-July,
whille supplies of Winter Coles ceased about that time. ;

Only small quantities of Packham's Triumph and Winter“GOIJ
were received from local sources and towards the close of the month
both varletles were practically unobtalnable. Some Josephine and
Winter Nells were on,offer and 1little difficulty was experienced in
offecting sales at tho celling price where quallty was satisfactoryf

Pineapples clear slowly.

Bl-weekly consignments of pineapples from Queensland
ranged from about 4,300 to slightly over 5,000 cases. Demand
generally was somewhat restricted and stocks:were not cleared
between consignments. Despite the limited request 1t was poszible
to obtain the celling price of 25/~ for a few special brands, but
for a portion of the month the greater proportion of sales did not
exceed 22/- per case, The market had a firmer tone towards the
close of July when a higher ratlo of sales was made at the maximum

level.

Bananas 1lightly supplied.

Only small consignments of bananas reached the market.
o /INQuiry ee..
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Inquiry was keen and all fair average quallty lines realised the
maximum price. - (Reyht CAR S 2 e : By

.nPBéB in shoff suﬁplﬁ;;

Firm raﬁes rﬁle for passioﬁffuit.' :
o R s A ozt IEdade RN § Shiad &

.. Pagssionfrult were 1ightly stocked and as a result priges

were malntained at fairly high levels throughout ‘the. month.

- ; L : L b LiPL aes _:-:':'1:..57!_,: 1

.. Throughout July, the recelivals of peas from all Sources
wére considerably below trade requirements. Dally consighments
ranged from below 100 to apound 500 bags; generally the daily total
was between 200 and 300 bags. As the market normally will absorb
well over 1,000 bags per day 1t will be readily realised that an
extremely keen demand, ruled at all times and agemts had little:
difficulty in securing the maximun price .of 2592 per bushel for:
any reasonably good quality lots. On occasions, some badly frosted
lines had to be sold to the best advantage but the quantlty
represented only a very small percentage of supplles.

vy

Consignménta of beans decline; sy Sk N e

: 3 Dl :  ipiam o o) T Y
3 The bean market was: dependent on the, North Coast and:
Queensland for supplles hut, conglgnments were ipsufficient to mect
the demand except on Monday, 10th July when lover. 3,000 packagos
came to hand. The quality of this relatively large supply left..
much to be desired as many lines were 'affected by breakdown; prices
nad to be reduced to enable clearances to be made and ‘some losses
occurred. Receivals following the datc mentioned showed a .eonsid-
erable declling.as a result of heavy frosts throughout the growing
areas. Breakdown persisted until about the mlddleof the month;

but there was an improvement in guallty later. 'y - .

With the reduced cuantitles com;pgxtexhand,~tha market
was very filrm; buyers werc unable to seoure sufficlent for thelr
noeds and both medium and ‘¢holce grade 1ines -¢old at. the celling
price of 20/~ per btashel, Hietl LT o S R T fodp s
r X ; ) ; .- '\ . ] 4 i
Cauliflowersxiﬁ;regppstlfj j*‘l WEA S Tl o gaapiae i et R 7

| IR LA T A e 2 O B SRR e L
3 J4/4 The 1imited supplies of‘peab~and-beans-wereaa factor In
creating a'generally'goadﬂiﬂquiry.foﬁ:c&uliflow rs .during .the .
‘greater part of the montH. On & few dccaslonss howeyer, the .
market was somewhat qulet, particularly durlng the week ended

21st July when heavy supplies were forward and:priees had to be
lowered to enable clearances to-beteffected.”Ratas“for‘choicew
neads redched relatlvely high'levels ‘at times, as much as 36/~

per dozen belng obtained; Values were very firm-during the closing
week and on most days prices ranged to 30/~ per dozeén. o
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Fairly heavy supplies 'of Queensland tomatoes. : . u; rrosd

Large consignments of tomatoes were recelved from
Queensland (mainly the Bowen diatrict), weskly quotas ranging. . .1
between 23,000 and 30,000 half=cases., Demand generally was™ -~ "™
satisfactory although towards the close of the month therc was a
falling-off and lower prices had to be accepted. During 'the. greatar
part of July rates werc maintained around 14/~ to 16/~ per half—caﬂ
for cholce packs with a few special lines reallsing higher prices. |
Repacked Queensland tomatoes sold up to the maximum of 20/- per ~
half-case on occdsions, iy B : ; -

Supplies from loecal sources were light and comprised smal
consignments from the North Coast and from areas within the County
of Cumberland. A few cholce, Goloured packs sold to 20/= per half-
caso on some days, but the greater proportion was disposed of at
lower levels., ' i ' Lo 5 opi 2y

Prices for cabbaged’ fluctuate. 2 AR W R S R

Supplies of cabbages varied from light to fairly heavy an
values fluctuated accordingly. At times rates ranged to 14/- per
dozen while on other occasions it was difficult to obtain 8/~ per
dozen for the best lots available. During the last week of July the
market was firm and rates for cholcest heads were maintained; around
12/- to 14/- per dozen. - : ced .

Lettuce scarce and dear.

There was a searcity of lettuce and prices reached high
levels,as much as 24/-'per case being obtalned. . . « 7

Loose carrots plentiful.

b ! Large quantitiés of loose carrots were on offer, including
interstate supplies which were made avallable -by Food Supply to
agents for sale to retailers at 10/- per cwt., who in turn werc
able to sell to the public at 7 lbs, for one shilling. At the q1031
of the month interstate lots werc practically cleared but consign-
ments from within New South Wales were being well maintained. Rate
varied according to quality for New South Wales offerings,only
cholce washed lots reallsing the ceciling price of 25/« per cwt.

Rhubarb:in reqﬁest,

g There was a good;inQuir? for rhubarb and rates advﬁnced
appreciably, cholee long varieties'selliﬁg tb-14/- per"dozen.bunché'

Beetroot scarce.

. Bunched beetroot was in limited supply and values were

firm at maximum levels,
R.M,
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AIEXANDRIA RATILWAY GOODS YARD
AND SUSSEX STREET SAIES.

Tasmanian potatoes in heavy supply.

. | e . e ——
Wl g, 020909090 BT W

Consignments of local potatoes to Alexandria Goods Yard
increased to 2,839 bags as compared with 1,011-bags last month,
The bulk of the supplies was recelved from the Crookwell district ™
and consisted of Nos.l,2and 3 grades, while.780 bags of seed Factors
wepe also included. Rates during the period were unchanged. Whole-
salers! prices for No.l grade were £7.1746 wlth Nos. 2 and 3 grades
and Chats £7.5.0 per ton. FPrimary merchants' rates ¥o wholesalers
are £1,5:0 per ton less than the figures quoted., .

Arpivals from Vietoria showed a consliderable falling-off,
11,931 bags coming to hand as agalnst 52,947 bags in June. These
consisted chiefly of No,l grade Carmans and Snowflakes; the bulk was
made avallable for general trading, only 3,520 bags being reconsigned
for essential serviees. It was necessary to pegrade about 200 bags

~owing to "glassy ends".

Supplies 1in Sussex Street from Tasmenia were exceptionally
heavy, stocks aggregating 180,540 vags, representing nearly double
the total receilved in June, Consignments consisted mostly of - - -
Brownells, Bismarcks, Snowflakes,. Arranchiefs and Up-to-Dates.

There were fairly large quantities made avallable for general .
trading purposes, the balance going to the Federal Authorities.
Wholesalers' price to retailers was at the unchanged rate of

£7.17.6 per ton.

Local swedes scarce - Ilncreased Tasmanlan supplies.

Arrivals at Alexandria were limited to 425 bags from
local centres. Deapite these reduced supplies rates were lower owing
to arrivals from other sources. Opening sales were effected at £9
but later prices were reduced to £8 with large sizes £6410,0 per ton.

In Sussex Street, consignments from Tasmania showed a
marked increase; 14,365 bags were recelved as against 6,405 1n June.
In the-first half of the period:élearances’ wére made at £9 but later
demand was very slow'even at the reduced price of £8 per ton.

Exceptionally light supplies of ‘carrots.

.« 'There were no supplies of carfots available at Alexandria,
while Tasmanian consignments to Sussex Street comprised only 790
bags, which were.-dlsposed of ‘at £8.0,0 per ton. Lo '

Tasmanian parsnips sell at firmer rates.

There were no arrivals at Alexandria but Tasmanian
supplies 1in Sussex Street increased to 3,659 bags. Opening sales
were made at £12, subsequently reduced to £10, but in t?e last week

of s
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of the period demand improved and rates advanced to £14 per ton.

Beetroot.

A consignment of 249 bags arrived from Tasmania -and
brought £18 per ton.

sold at £9 to £10. Locals sold early at £10 but later £8.10.0 was
accepted, The market at closing, however, was firmer, sales being
effected at £11 per ton, - |

' Sussex Street consignments from the North Coast continued
light, 83 bags realising £8 to £9 per ton, :
' Arrivals 'during the period included s ffﬁcké“@f locals at
Darling Harbour which realised £9 to £10, and 3 trucks from
Queensland which were disposed of at £9 per ton.

Victorian onlons very searsce, = L 7o e

: The only supplies of onions at Alexandria were of
Vietorian origin. These amounted to 247 bags of brown table lots,
but were not made available for general trading purposes, Receivdls

of brown pickling onions at £21 per ton,

Oaten chaff plentiful and values ease.

A Supplies of oaten chaff at Alexandria showed a marked
Inerease when 227 trucks came to hand which represented the largest
quantity recelved since last October. In the first half of the '
perlod rates remained firm, the bulk of the supplies 8elling at
maximum rates, Sales were recorded as follows :~ Medium £7.6.8 to
£7.10,0, good sound £8.0.0 to £8.10,0, prime £8,15,0 to £0,0,0 per
ton. Later, owing to continued heavy supplies, rates were reduced
for other than cholce lines, closing values being:~ Medium £6.10.,0
to £7.5,0; Good sound £7417.6 to £8,0,0; Prime £8,040 to £9.0,0;
Choice £9.0.0 per ton. There were 21 trucks submitted at auction,
Inferior and medium lots Selling early at £6,10,0 to £710,0, and
good sound at £8.,0,0. Later, stalned lots reallsed £5.6,8, medium )
£5.11.8 to £645.0 and good sound £6.10.0 and £6.11,8 per ton, | ¥

Heavy supplies of-wheaten chaff.,’

Receivals of wheaten chaff also showed a marked increase,
the supplies (41 trucks) being the heaviest since last November, In
the first half Of the period rates continued"firmh_thg bulk of the

et /sales ... 1
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~ sales being effected at maximum rates, good sound realising £8.10.0

- and prime £9.0,0. Subsequently, clearances of medium lots were made
at £6,0,0 to £6,10,0 with good sound at £8,10,0 and prime. at £8.15.,0

to £9,0,0 per ton. s

. Four trucks were offered at auction,” inferior ﬁoving out
at £4,11.,8 to £4.,15,0 and medium at £5,10,0 per ton. :

Lucerne chaff in demand - supplies increase.

Arrivals of lucerne chaff increased by 17 trucks when 59
trucks came to hand. Little change in rates was apparent and most
lots sold readily. Prices were recorded as follows:= Inferlior
£7,10,0 to £9.0.0, medium £9,10.0 to £10.0,0, good sound £11.10.0
to £12.0,0, prime £11,10,0 to £12,15.0, cholce £13,5.0 to £13,10,0
per ton., At auctlon, 1 truck of good sound brought £10,0.0 per ton.

Lucerne threshings and pods.,

Consignments of lucerne threshings amounted to 6 trucks,
which s0ld at £7.0.,0 to £9.0.,0. One truck of lucerne pods was also
avallable and sold at £8,10.0 per ton.

: Lueerne hay again plentiful.

Arrivals of lucerne hay from the Maitland district showed
a falling off, supplies consisting of 55 trucks. A good demand
continued to rule and clearances were as follows:- Dry lots £7.10,0
to £9,10,0, inferior £5.10,0; new soft green £5.,10.0 to £6.10,0
with few very soft lines at £4.0.,0 to £5.0,0 per ton. :

Recelvals from other centres showed a marked increase,
73% trucks comlng to hand, including 105 trucks of derrick pressed.
There was a good inquiry for prime lines but values for lower
ades showed a downward tendency. Sales were recorded as follow:-
Tnferior £5.5.0 to £7.0,0, medium £7,0,0 to £8.10,0, good sound
£8:0,0 to £10.0.0, prime £10.0,0 to £11,15,0, cholce £12,5,0 to
£12,10,0 per ton. Derrick pressed lots of inferlor and medium
guality brought £5.0.0 to £6.,0.0 for medlum, while good sound sold

‘at £9.15.0.
Oaten hay consignments decline considerably.

Arrivals of oaten hay comprlsed 24% trucks of rack and
15 trucks of derrick pressed, There was also 1 truck of wheaten
and 1 truck of mixed oaten and wheaten. Rack lots were in request,
early sales being at the following prices:- Good sound £8.10.0,
prime £10.0.0 to £10.5.0, choice £10.15.0 per ton. Derrick pressed
lots of medium quality sold at £4.10,0 to £4.15.0, good sound at
£5.10,0 and prime at £6.0.0 to £7.10,0 per ton. Damaged wheaten hay
realised £4.0.0, while good sound oaten and wheaten hay mixed made
- £4,10,0 per ton. . o U
e S : /Straw ....
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Straw in demand - rates firmer.,

s Recelvals of strow totalled 71 trucks which included
465 trucks'of oaten and 243 trucks ofrwheaten. Values: were firme
at closing, stalned oaten lines selling at £5,0,0 and prime at
£7.0,0 to £7+45.0, with prime wheaten at £7.0,0 to £7,5.,0 per ton.

Wheat agaln in light supply.

Consignments of .wheat aggregated 2l trucks, The bulk
consisted of f.2.q. Wwheat which sold at 3/8 andl 5/9 per bushel,
Only 1 truck of under quality was submitted at auctlon, pleck-ups
realising 3/3 per bushel.. . .

Malze scarcer but prices lower.

_ - Arrivals of nafze at Alexandria declined to 9,892 bags,
comprising 3,200 bags of yellow and 1,254 bags of white from local
centres and 5,208 bags of yellow and 30 bags of white from Queens-
land. Owing to more favourable weather conditions 1n some parts

of the State.rates gradually declined,,and at closing sales were

- made at 6/11 per bushel,

: At auction, yelloﬁ-lines'sold at 6/11 and 6/¢, weevilly
at 6/6, immature at 6/4 and 6/8, while:white lots sold at 7/4 per
bushel, : 0 ok :

Queensland yellow brought 7/2 and 7/- and 7/5kd and 7/6
at early auctions, with red lines at 7/4 to.7/9 per bushel,

3% Deliveries to Sussex Street from the North Coast were
also lighter, 1,067 bags of yellow and 80 bags of white coming to
hand. Clearances of yellow were effected at 7/6 but later 7/- per
bushel was accepted. Whitc lots werc sold at 7/6 per bushel,

Oat conslgnments very limited,h“

. Arrivals of oats at hlpxgndriﬁ ﬁefe.exceptionally»iighf,
consignments conslsting of 8- trucks. There was.an exceptionally
keen demand but these supplies werc consigned to private buyers.

Note :

National Sccurity (Prices) Regulation No., 1605,
gazetted 10th July, 1944: “Wholesale ceiling rates for
the following produce sold ex trucks at Aléxandria are -
Oats =  Feed 3/3,.milling 3/5, seed 3/10%d per bushel.
" Hay .- ~ Oaten .and wheaten £7.15.0 per'ton. . -~
Chaff -  Oaten and wheatén £9.0.0 per ton.

Rogulation No. 1617 “- 18th July, 1944 = , -
Maximum prices for sales by growers for Maize, Sydney -
Yellow 7/3, White 7/9 per bushel. C.E.F.
~===0000000=~~=~ .
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WHOIESAIE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES
IN SYDNEY (N.S.W,) DURING JULY, 1944,
AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 3lst AUGUST, 1939.

The following table gives particulars of the range of
prices in Sydney, as collected and recorded by the Division of
Marketing and Agricultural Eeconomics, in respect of varlous
commodities for the perdiod indicated:~-

Commodity July, 1944 3lst August, 1939
Wheat: Home consumption =
Bulk - per bushel 3/11%id (unchanged) 2/44
Flour - per ton £10.4.2 £6 6123
(plus £2.8.10 tax) (plus £6.2.9 tax)
Bpary = WO £6.0.0 (unchanged) £445.0
Pollard " " £6+040 ( R ) £4,5.0
Eggs - per dozen 2l " ) 1/-
Butter (cholce) per cwt. 169/4d ( " ) 161/24
Cheese :
Loaf - per lb. 1/0%d ( " ) 114
Large - " n 1/6_ it ) O%d
Special Brands per 1lb. 1/14 to 1/3%4 " 1/2d4
July, 1944 29th August, 1939
From To. From To

Pigs (Abattolr Sales):
Good to prime per head -

Porkers -

Extra light 15/6 45/6 31/6 40/6
Light 24/6 50/6 39/6 44/6
Medlum welght 41/6 '° 70/6 43/6 57/6
Heavy 57/6 ¥ 73/6 50/6 54/6€
Baconers £3.13.6 £7.9.6 60/6 75/6
Backfatters £5.5.6 .. £13.13.6 £44540 £8.10,0

Note @ The plg salés nearest 3lst August, 1959,
were those held on 20th August,- 1939.

—eem=0000000====
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