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HIG1iJGI-US  

It has been announced that New South Wales has he t 
divided into five milk zones for the purpose of fixing prod 
and consumer prices andgaanting subsidies to farmers. 

Commonwealth Food Control announces that arrangen t 
have been made to distribute large quantities of carrots at 
cheap rates. The public, it is stated, should be able to 
purchsc. unwashed carrot at7lb for l/s or 2d per lb. 

The Prices Commissioner has stated that action ma 
be taken to reduce th6 rnarins allowed to wholesalers of fr 
and vegetables. It has been the practice, Professor Cop1an 
said, to allow wholesalers 10%  but with highorprics and 
larger turnover this would yield unduI,r high profIts. 

Lt I 

The Australian '1ool 3oard has decided to expend a. 
least £15,000 this year on wool publiitr, primarily with a 
vIo to stimulating demanc, for the time when it could be mc 
and to maintain the prestige of wool. In addition, a tray '15 
display unit will be orgnsdto travel countrrdIstricts. 

The Chairman of the Australian Wheat Board has 
announced now export prices for wheat. Tho new rate for 
bagged wheat is 6/1ld per bushel and bulk wheat 6/6d, 
although to certain destinations where Australian wheat 
moet' strong competition th'. prices fixed are 5/9c1 and 
5/3 -d per bushel, for b3ted and bulk who-it, rcpect7vo1y. 

Egg supplics fall far short of meeting civil 
requirements at prosent and as very few wore cold stored it 
Is stated that it will be at least another month before the' 
is any marked increase in thu number of eggs reaching the 
market. 
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TIISTORY OF ?ET REFRIGEIATION 
IN AUSTRALIA. 

In view of the importance the meat export trade has 
assumed in Australia's economy and the fact that the product is 
highly perishable, it is t1iouht that a review of some of the 
early experiments asoc:Latec1 with the initial shipments overseas 
from Australia may prove of inLerest.. The subject is one of 
particular moment at the present time, having regard to the 
obligations entered. into by Australta in supplying the United 
Kingdom with a proportion of its moat requirements and the like-
lihood that we will be c, i1ed upon to play a part in rolioving 
food :hortage in war-torn Europe when hottlitiCS cease. 

In a booklet issued by Henry S. Fitter and Sons, of 
London, on the subject of Empire meat marketing, reference IS 
made to early experiments in ccnncctiofl with meat refriOrati0fl 
conducted by James Harrison, of Victor LL--- No mention was made 
of the early work of Thomas Sutcliffo Mort, who has been credited 
with otablihing the first moat freezing workp in Australia, if 

not in the world. A statUe of Morb is locatod in McCuariO Place, 
S:rdne , and bho inscription thereunder includes the words: tThe 
first to make exports of perishable food possible by refrigeration" 
In vioY of the uncertainty orgendored by references already in 

hand with ro;ard to the investigatiOnS of Harrison and Mort, 
respectively, it was dooidod to pursue. inquiries further, and old 
nowspaper cuttings and publications relevant to the subject wore 
Inspected at the Mitchell Library. 

The investigat-ofl Thowod that iocordod details in 
relation to the events leading up to and connected vIth the 
initial shipments arc, somot5aoS at variance an references to the 

work of Thomas Mart 0mib.ar4y mention o.7  the investigations carried 
out by James Harrison. Similarly there appears no reference to 

r tS works in the biography of James Harrison. It is to be 
noted that, Harrison was a soientLst, whereas Mort was not. It 

s0icntIfiC 
appears that Mort's role was- that of initiating  
investigation and providing the moanS to carry it through, the 
actual scientific work being performed by qualified engineers. 
It Is possible that James Harrison and Port's scientific partner, 
E.D. Nioolld, collaborated Ifl connctiOfl ,rith certain spccts of 
refrigeration, although nothing was fonnd in the available data 
to verify,  this assumPtiOfl 

As a result of inquiries, it was ascertained, firstly, 
that ririthor Mort nor Har5.SOn was actually associated with the 

rirt 	 shipment from Austr4ia in 1880 (.lort died in 
1878). LithoUgh the formorTS theories wore probably put into 
practci operation duri.ng the shipment. The second important 
fact 1eaned was tht the first unsuccessful attempt to ship 
frozen meat from AustralJL was made in 1873 by Harrison, whilst 

Mort's effort per the S.S. 	
rhich also was a f.:2i1Ure, 

/was 
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was not not made until 1876 	In the following paragraphs a brief 
survey Is made of what appear to be the main events associated 
with early refrigeration in Australia, and shipments of moat to 
England generally. 

In 1043 Thomas Sutcliffe Iort tried the experiiicnt of 
exporting cured animal food to England, ut the project failed. 

James Harrison eortwioncod to study the formation of iou 
by evaporatIon of ether in 1052. The process 'as patented in 
England In 1856 and 1857, and Harrison built thu first ice-making 
plant in Australia, apparently in a country centre in Victoria. 
He found, however, that no ice-making machinery was available 
either in ?c1bournu or Sydney. Ho procciedoki to London to exploit 
his invention and brought back a machine in 1859, which produced 
10 tons of ice a day. This enterprise was a conorcia1 failure. 

The world's first moat freezing works were established 
at Darling Harbour, Sydney, New South 4a1cs in 1861 by Thomas Mor 

In 186 Charles Tellior, an American, pioneered moat 
transportation under mechanical refrigeration when ho attempted 
sea carriage of frozen meat by placing a refrigerating machine on 
board the tTCity of Rio do Janeiro". Apparently, the cxperirient 
was not a SuCCeSS. 

During 1873 James iIrrison became notable as the 
inventor of a new process of freezing carcases for export. The 
American process then In vo0u61 merely froze the surface of the 
flesh which sufficed for relatively short voyages between the 
United. States and England. Harrison's process completely froze 
entire carcase. Ho was awardo a cold medal at a Melbourne 
exhibition in recognition of his work.. In the same year (1073) 
he was given £2,500 to take 20 tonS of frozen mutton and beef 
to London. The car.o was shipod by the S.S. ItNorfolkfl,bUt 
putrif led during the voyage. Unfortunately for Harrison, the 
process that was suitablo for mutton would not do for beef. TwCflt 

years later it was found that the small blood vessels In the beef 
carcase burst when frozen --A-,nd when thawed out again damaged the 
flesh. The particular report from 'hich thu information appearing 
in this paragraph was extracted wont on

-
to state that beef must 

be chilloi, not frozen. HarrLsbflTS car[o was found. unusable when 
thawed out in London. 

(In vie of the subsucmuoflt dove lopment of Australia's 
frozen beef trade, the forogo:ing statethont may appear somewhat 
of a contradiction. It should be mentioned, however, that 
refrigeration technique and facilities have groady improved
CiflCO thoSe days, and durin the oarl xperimonts there was 
a tondoncy to exaggerate th damage c usod by freezing and thu 
subscçuent thawing. The fact remains, nvortholcSS, that chilled 
hoof 's superior to the frozen articlo, which view, as will be 
pointed out later, apparcntl:W held by Thomas Mort. In a 
bulletin issued by the Council for Scientific and Industrial 

/Researoh. 
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Research in 1039, entitled Investiations in Chilled Beef, it is 
pointed out that in 191 it bocarnc apparent that the demand in 
Great Britain for Australian frozen beef was diillinishing,  and that1 

If the annual quantity oxportOL rrnained ccritaY1t it could only be 
disposed of at reduced prices The British public preferred the 

chilled article supplied b South naorican countries. Orin to  

the distance from England ani the highly perishable natme of 
chilled beef Australia had not boon able to participate in this 
trade. It was therefore d-ooidod. during that year that considorabic 
help could be rendered to beef p±oducors and exporters by pursuing 

intif 10 invotigatiOflS dos±iOd te discover mthods by which 
chilled beef could safely be S.hippcd cvcre3 

The noxt important event took place, in 175 when Thomas 
Mort established meat freezing iorks at LithgoW. According to 
various reports he lost betwOe 	8O,030 and £O0,00O through this 

venture, including the iSSUl hipmont the following year. 
One of Mort's sons, writing in later years to a newspaper, 

states 
that he was present at the bzuakfa3t table when his father, reading 
from the Sydney Morning Herld, regardIng an account of how a 
prehistoric animal was found then a glacier in Northern urope 
broke and disclosed the body i:i. a state of perfect prescrvatiofl 
exclaimed, 'I have discovered tilO 300ret of how Australiats 

abundance may supply EuropC no0d5. 

As indicated, Thomas Mort arranged a trial shipment under 

refrigeration in 1876. The coneinmOfl 34 tons, was placed- in the 

"Northam" but the experiment ws a $Ilur 
ov.ning to a breakdoTfl in 

the machinery caused by a burst aiinonia pipe. In one extract  the 

breakdown waS stated to have boon CaUS )d by chemical corrosion 

Mort was extremely diS.LPP0iflt0Q. 
at this fIlurC and died two years 

later. During the same year Ohar1 Tlor met viith 
uCCOS5 and 

had 3  03QS3fUlly oetaIliehod c 
by 1877 America h 	

frozçm moat trade 

with England. 

Following nov15 of 	 SUCCOSS in 1876 a number of 

uons1aid squatters cabled to n1nd for further information and 
Mcsrs. Andrew McIlwraith end- BCardm0r Buchanan went to Havro to 

inspect the steamer 	 which had succCSsfUllY carried a 

consignmen1t of 5,500 car0a5O ai. mutton from South America to that 
porte They reported adversel7 on the application of the rofrigorat-

ing system to roquirOflCflt5 
of to Austrliafl trade. Shortly after-

wards McllWraith got in touch with Ics srs Boll and Coleman in 
England. ExperimOnts wore md Ith Jr ai at 30°F thich resulted 

in 
the conviction that Morts freezing thoories wore corrcCt 

As a result 
s.o. 
	1 moetiri held at Brisbane during Sopbcmbor 

of 1377, a Company wa.iloatCd tha capital of £25,000 to promote 
a dry air rcfrgCrati0fl proceSS for the exportation of frozen moat. 
During this time, so a report states, the Sydner Meat preserving 
Association was helping to :naintaifl iiuttOfl values by refrigeration. 

It is probable that the free7J4Z orke utilicod were ectablishOd by 

Mort, /Negotiations . 
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Negotiations followed with Messrs. Bell and Coleman 
for the supply of a machine designed and arranged for shipboai 
use. Mr. Andrew Mcllwrajth chartered the S.S. flStrathlevenU 
from Messrs. Burrell and Son, and installed the Bell-Coleman 
machine on board. The "Strathieven" sailed from Sydney on th 
29th November, 1879, with 40 tons of beef and mutton. The 
consignment was frozen on board by the cold air process (it 
probably more chilled than frozen) and arrived in London on 2 
February, 1880. The risk of the venture was borne by Messrs. 
Mcllwraith McEachern and Co. The moat was found to be in a 
perfectly sound state and the beef realised 4d to 5d per lb 
and the mutton 5d to Gd at Smithfield, London, It had cost 
Australia from ld to 2d per lb. 

As the result of the vonturo, the Australian Frozen 
Meat Co. was registered in Melbourne on 6th May, 1880, and th 
Queensland Frozen Meat Co. was formod in Brisbane the followii 
day. The former company dospatehed successfully 4,600 carcas 
of mutton and 100 tons of butter by the U Protos which left 
:elbourno on 18th November, 1880. 

Those early experiments paved the way for the buildi 
up of an export trade in frozen beef, mutton and lamb which at 
the outbreak of war in 1939 was worth approximately £9,000,00 
to Australia. In addition, other chilled and frozen meat 
products such as pork, veals, rabbits, etc., were valued at 
nearly £1 million. Until comparatively recent years all 
exports consisted of frozen meat but owing to the fact that 
importing countries evinced a distinct preference for chilled 
beef, steps wore taken to establish an export trade in this 
class of beef. In the first year in which relevant figures 
were published (1934-35) chilled boof export,",  totalled. 21,570, 
and shipments had reached 58,963,009 lb. by 1939. 

Although this article has boon devoted almost wholly 
to rofrigoration in relation to moat, we must not lose sight 0 

the fact that the development of refrigeration has enabled an 
export trade to be developed in other perishable commodities, 
the value of which would b difficult to compute. 

----0000000---- 	 1 



SALES OF OF LIV TOOK AT HOIEBUSH, SLDNEY. 

Suppliesof sheep arid lambs fall off when 'ain falls. 

Although there was a slight increase in the ageateCD  
pennings of sheep and 1mb during May, when a total of 31,006 
head was available, there was a marked falling off in supplies 
towards the end of the month. Some indication of the decline 
in numbers may be gained fror rforonCe to actual yardirigs which 
early in the period amounted to between 42,000 and 46,000 head 
each salü day, whereas at closing wctionS oily 16,000 hoad wore 
offered. 	 . 

In various d1stLict, benefiCLl rn af orded some 
measure of relief from prevailing dry conditions and thern shortage 

in supplies may be partly attributed to wet weather preventing 
trucking operations. Thu somewhat im 	edprov 	outlook also ..nab1od. 

owners to hold stock for ftttoning and for shoaring. 

- Fair numbers of p1dn hoepyar. 

Plain to mOdium quality shCcp continued in rathorhoavy 
supply and reprsnted a fair rbportiOfi of the l8,6O3 head ponflod. 
Despite an increaSe f 	

li,00Ohoad in total supplies, the 
number of ood to prime heavy grade 1ludd was coiiparativ0lY 
small. Moderate supplies of fair to (rood light trade sheep, 

however, were,  available. 

Sharp rIse in values. 

A strong demand prevailed throughout the period for good 
to prime sheep, although inquiry for the plainor grades was some- 
what restrictd. At opening sales, values advanced by from 

to 12,/. 2/ per hoad, while 	thof011OWiflg four auctions a very firm 
tono gore rally charactorisod the market. Subsequently, rducCd 
supplies resulted in a substantial rio in prices and at the last 
four salos held in May the approximate increase in valueS of good 
to prime sheep ranged from io/ to 15/- par head, rates raLiching 
their peak at the closing auGtiOnS when market prios wore the 
highest recorded for many yoar. In thQ following representative 
sa1s some indication is givofl of-the trond in prices 

Firet Weak 

Good trade 44 lb. wethers (skin ?/6) made 23/ each or 4d per lb.
it it 

11 	" 	40 lb. ewes 	( 	9/_) H 	22/1 	T 3d 

heavy 50 lb • we thers ( 	1/-) 	21/1 	H 

Seoond Wk 

Good trade 44 The  •wethors (skin 7/- mad.23/4 each or 4d per lb. 

hvy 54 lb • owes 	 6/6 	" 	21/10 	3d 	" 

/Third off 



Third Week 

Good trade 44 lb. vothors (skin 7/-) made 27/7 each or 5d per lb, H U 40 lb. owes (H 	2/6) 	It 16/5 	' 4d 	It 	I? 

Fourth 	Week 

Good heavy 48 lb. wethers (skin 9/6) made 31/10 each or 5d per lb 
11 " 54 lb. ' ( 	e/-) 	" 39/9 	9 " 	7d 	" 	" 
" trade 46 lb. ewes ( 	' 	10/6) 	" 30/7 a 	9 

Closing Auctions. 

Gobd heavy 56 lb. wethers (skin 13/-) made 51/ 	each or 3d per lb. 
" trade 44 lb. ewes ( 	" 	B/6) 	" 33/10 " " 	7d 	11 	11  

Mutton costs reach high 1ev1s. 

Duringtho early part of May the cost of wothcr mutton 
ranged from 4d to 5d per lb. for l4ht and 3d to 4d for heavy, 
while owes were worth from 2-d to 3d and 3-d to 4d for hoavy and 
llght grades, respectively. In the third week, however, a strong 
upward price movement took placô and at closing 'rate reached 
particularly high levels, the cost of light wcthors ranging from 
4 -d to 8-d and heavy from 4J to 8d. Ewes wore also very d,oar and 1  
cost from 3d to 6d. for hoavy nd 3d.to  7d. par lb. for light. 
The highest prices ruled on the final sale of the period. 

Further decline in lamb numbers. 

The number of lamb available showed a further decline 
of about 10,000, when conipared with the previous month's total 
supplicE for My amounting to 11,403 head. The largest number 
available on any one sale was 20,726, while the lightest yarding 
was 6,169 head. Only odd lots of suckers 7o.rc submitted,' the bulk 
of the offerings comprising summer lambs of medium to good trade 
standard; many lines of plain, 'dry lambs wore also forward. Vary 
few good to prime light descr:ptions wore penned but moderate 
numborc of good heavy' lambs wort offered, 

lamb market. 

A strong mpket rulod for lambs and sucker and prices, 
ovrtng to the limited supplies reached very high lcvoL, increasO3  
of up to 10/- per head being' ovidcrt oor the ltht four sale days 
in May. Somo representative s1s arc given below a.-  a guide to 
market tronds. 	 . 

First Week 

Good trade 32 lb. lbn (e kin 4/6) made 26/5 each or 8d per lb. 

	

36 lb. 	( U 5/ ) " 	28/1 " 	" 7d 
" 	heavy 38Th. 	( " 5/-) 	' 	30/5 " 	7;dIt 

/Socond... 
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Second Week 

Good trade  36 lb. lambs (skin 5/.- made 29/1 each or 8d per lb. 
" 	heavy 40 lb • ti( 	 P 	31/6 ?1 	ti 7d It 

Third Week 

Good trade 35 lb. lambs (skin 4/6) made 29/1.0 e ch or 8d per lb. 
hoavr 44 lb. " ( it 	6/6 37/6 	H I! 	82Id 	It 	it 

Fourth Week 

Good trado 31 lb. lambs (siJ.n 3/6 	made 24/4 each or 8d per lb. 
it 36 lb. ( 	li 	4/6 	I' 32/4 	" a 	-d 

" 	hcavy 38 lb. " ( 	4/6 	" 3i/6 	" eM 

0c1g Sales. 

Good trade 32 lb. lambs (skin 4/3) nudc 36/ cch or i/- per lb. 
heavy 38 lb, 	" 	( 	5/-) " 	ao/ 	" 	lid ' 

Extreme rates for lamb. 

The average cost of lamb per pound was considerably 
higher than in April. The peak prico in that month w_s &d per lb. 
whereas up to i/- per lb. vris paid in May. Light lambs during the 
month rangod from 7dto i/ nd hoai gadcs from GM to lila 
per lb.', while hoggots wore worth fro2l 5 -d to 9d per lb. 

High pricOS per head. 

Prices per head woro oonsistontly high and aaongSt some 
of the highest recorded were good quality wethers at 51/-, hoggets 

owes 43/.- and lambs 4/ 

Cattle supplies fluctuate. 	1 

Cattle truc1dn during May were most variable, supplies 
being heavy during the first half but lighter 'later, following 
bnoficiai rain in many country districts. The total yarded, 
18,904 head, actually 0xdod the number penned during the 
previous month but there wore only seven saL days in April 
compared with nine in the period under r:vioY. Auction in the 
store aoction accounted'fOr 2,197 hod. 

The ge neral quality showed cons idoral3 variation and 

during, the first half of the period a substantial proportion of 
the ponnings comprised stock in poor condition. The percentage 
of cattle of this classy hov?evor, was reduced considerably 
subsoquCfltl. 

The timely raino previously referred to have greatly 
/altercd 
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ltorod prospects, although 'We 9- ter'n, areas where drought conditi have been rnot severe failed to benefit to. any oxtnt. Further 
fails are necessary in most tockrais1n'r districts.. 

The combined effects of drought, rain and industrial 
disputes caused extreme fluctu.atjohs in values. Rates during t1 
period fell to the ]owert and rose tp the highest loyal for some 
t•im. Durfn the period that consignmcnt wore heavy a cessation 
of killing at the Honiebush Abattoirs caused a large aocunulation 
of stock awaiting slaughter. This.riaturally had a depressing 
effect on the market. By the c1oth of the month a gener'l short 
of cattle, coupled with a considerable redüctiôn 'in tha iiwiibor a 
sheep and lambs forward, had caused the aemanc]. to become th 

'keenest since last Soptem.ber, 

i3ul1oks in 11tht 

Consigrtmnts of büllocks ranged ch1efl from light to 
j ..moderate but tor.,vus aprononnced shorago twards .•th close oj 

the month. Ponning 	nerall'r- consisted of light and jiedium weights of fair to good trade standard. Prime description 
occasionally made a good showing as dicl.heavy drafts. 

The market opened firier but Soon weakened and 50/- per 
100 lb. was, the hihst cottion for this class of hoof. Values sube Cnlr advan d an 'durn the final 1.,ieck medurn weight 
bullocks realised to 57/ per 100 lb. and light to 56/. 
Competition from buyers v4lao operte outside the County of 
Cumboriand was rcp0r1sji12 for the higher rate obtaining for the 
more weighty bullocks which, incident-all-l-, 
suppl 	 , wore in very limitcd y ,  

Prime stoors soar. 

Stoors gcneral1i were well represented throughout the 
month and, for the most part, the pennings cohlpri.sed good trade 
lightweights. At times, however )  particularly during the e rly 
sales, a noticeable proportion ras of a plain description only. 
The percentage of prinie •cthi1nalsf1uctuated but gonor:'.11'' supplies 
Of this grade were •limitd. 

The niarl&t fbliowecl the general 
at openin",, 	then doclinin, sUbsequontly 

trend, prices 
5aproving and 

Cirning 
finally reaching the highest 1e'vcJ. 

ranged to 54/- 	100 
for some time. Quotations at opening per 	lb, 

range during the cheapest period 
and at closing 

for good 
to 58/- a 	The 
to prime quality 

general 
was 44/ 	to 52/6 per 100 The 

Cows fajrlir plentiful. 

Cows n.dc the bt showing for omo Qonsiderable time 
particularly during' the ocond half of the poiod when good trade 
toprimodoscriptjons, both lIght and heavy sorts, wore well 
ropresntod. 

/Valuos S.. 



Values fluctuated fluctuated considerably and on several occasions 
hoavy cows wore worth more per 100 lb, than light descriptions. 
During the second week quotations for good to prime, quality rangcd 
from 30/60 to 40/- per 100 lb. but at closing prime lightweights 
brought to 49/- and heavy sorts to 46/- per 100 lb. On a per head 
basis heavy cows ranged in price to £1?.17.06 

Hoifors well in evidenCe. 

Hoifors, also, wore well ropresenod and during the 
latter half of the period all weights were available, while the 
pennings included a substintial proportion of good trade to prime 
descriptions. 

The market iiaried substantially and while 47/- per 100 
lb. was the bestprice obtaining for prime lightweights at one 
period, 53/- was easily realised during the final week. 

Fluctuating market for vealer. 

Vealers continued to be well supplied but quality was 
most variable. The market was uneven in the extreme. During the 
first half of the period values declined bathe lowest level for 
some time when quotations for good to prime grade ranged from 
46/- to 56/- per 100 lb. Demand subsequently improved and at clos-
ing -  the high rate of 71/- per 100 lb. was reached for prime light 
and medium weights. 

Increased supplies 

The numbers of pigs arriving during the perioJ. under 
review shownd an increase, the aggregate for the five sale days 
being 1,232 head, of which 7909 were received by rail. An 
additional 449 head wero sold priwttcly. 

Strong demand for baconers. 

Baconorseontintedto bo well supplied. Medium to'hOa 
baconors comprised the bulk of the offerings, while on several sale 
days extra heavy pigs made a particularly good showing. A strong 
demand was mostly in evidence and although values fluctuated 
somewhat the variations wore not marked. 

Heavy 'and extra hca 	descriptions realised to £7.11.6 
Per head, although £7.1.6 wLas the highest prico' secured Lit opening. 
On a cr lb, basis all grades from 100-160 lb. sold to lCd during 
the greater part of the period. A feature of the latter half of the 
month was the high rate of 93d per lbL, obtained for .prime pigs 
dressing about 180 lb. Only in respect of pigs nearing the 200 lbo 
mark did the dressed weight values fall below 9d per lb. 

Steady market for backfatter. 

• ' Supplies of backfattcrs wore moderate but tho general 
quality was not quite up to the standard of the previous month, 

/while ode 



while there were fewer heavy descriptions penned. 

Demand was steady, ail rates generally ranged from 5d tc
4 ' 6d per lb., most sales being offctod at about 5d. These values were slightly-below 

the rate for :pr11. On a per head basis the highest price-'noted was 

Irrogulrrkct.fQr porkers 

Porkers were mostly in light supply although good trade.', quality modi,Lur, be heavy wcight made a satisfactory showing at  ti C. Pigs weighingmor& than 80 lb,, met a steady drnand but Competition 
for lighter sorts was .variablo.  per 

	

	 Some lines sold at as low as 7d lb., but good qulIty stores occasionally excoodod the equiva1e 	value of lOd per lb 0  Values of heavier porkore rInged chiefly botiveen 9d and lOd poi lb. 

0000oo0-,.. 	- 	 G.C. & J.W. 

ALEXANDRIA RAIIMTAy GOODS YARD 
AND SUSSEX STREET SAIJS. 

Tasmanian and Victorian Potatoes well-supplied.  

Consignments of Potatoes to Alexandria from local centres 
continued to be very light; only 1,140 bags, mostly from the Dorrig 
and Grafton districts, berig rcived. These supplies  Facbo 	with a few Satisfactjos 	 consisted of 

Sales of No. 1  at £6,12.6, while No. 2 grade wa 	 grade were effected 
disposed of at F-6@0.0 per ton. 

Consignments from Victoria showed a considerable increase, 
28,852 bags being received; these mainly comprj.ed new Carmans, 
Snowflakes and Early Manis too, Thoe opened up in very good 
con ditjo iIth bhe exceptio.n of r.bot 800 bags- which

it was 
necessary to regrade owing tofroty ends, wet rot and mechanical 
injuries. All these arrivals were made available 

for general trading, now grade selling at £6.12.6 per ton. 

Arrivals in Sussex Stroot from Thsmanla continue(1 to be fairly heavy, 149,703bags Co 	tohajd Far.ly subtantja1 
quantjj8 Were re•leaso for disposal to the c11711 population, tho 
balance going to the Federal Authorities.. 	flatos v.ore unchanged, No. 1 grade moving out at £6.12 	with a few No. 2 and No. 3 grades t £.0,o per ton. 	Recaivals  
wore limited to 1 

	

	 from the North Coast in Sussex Street 56 bags ofFactors which were mostly No. 2 grade and sold at £6.0,0 per tone  Arrivals at Ddrllng Harbour Included 
9 trucks of Victorian Carmans, thichwredIspogcd of at 
per ton for No. 1 grade. 

Tasmani­n swode consi 	its heair. 	- 

Arrivals at ilcxandrja Continued very light, only 205 bags 
coming to hand. These arrivd In a epf1 bondIti 	and sold at £fl.0.O per ton. 	

- 	: 	 . 

 
­/Tasmanian 



Tamin1ari 	 n ThISZUX SrcCt howd a 

rnarko jncroaC whQn 13 	ba,,s oro. to hand 	. 	int 7 414 

'. bags in,April 	
OpcnIr s1d; frre at Z  and prioCWCT0 increased 

1atc to £1. At do ¶ 	vllv 	Ter 	tsio a1 ll per tori. 

Carrots more p1ntifi11. - rto reduced. 

Only 100 barn el 	
.rob3 from Victoria vrcre reciVedV at 

Alexandria. Portion ovor1 o V :V 	 b 	the renindir (65 bagS) 

brought 	•5.O per ton 

 

V V 

	

V 	Tasmniafl arrivals inc.rOaS(..d to 5 1 803 bass and dciand 

ShOWOd a conSider)lU' fVl 	
ff Operi1n saics v$eo rnade at £14 

but subsCqGfltlY ZS. 

	

tn V V V 	 accpcd. 	
V 

V 	

V 

Supplies of TVasmaflial 	.tr • V 

ArriirV'.ls at 	C11-1 	'thrb 	3Vfl 1itoc1. 113 bgs were 

rcoeivQCL £rn Victoria an ,tIvV HJ V WC;1C dIsOseVd. of at £18 per ton. 

Tasmnitfl arrivl com 	
19 bags opn1n, 411; 7, 	GrC -trade 

t £O but ltr pr ic 	r uca trm £1 pr ton 

wL otatoes and 

Arriva 1  of 	
Uo3 comprised 51 bags from Queensland 

which sold at £9 
to £11 pci ton. Seetroot from Tasmania amounting to 

79 bags was dispo3d o 	t 12 	VV 	 ... 	V 

Pumpkn5 plentiful qrd values eC. 	 V 

 Vt11ed104 	3truok 
Arrivals Of T4U 	

.    
Q 

trucks from loo al centr( and•i tru&s from uee1sV1afld. 
0pening 

rates for locals were at 7 !h h.inre0d to £ wIth few at £10 

later, but ubseqUefltl £8 •t0 	per Qfl ruled. ''Sales. of Queensland 

consigflmeflt werC effect: 	
at ?? o 9 wIth a V fèvl at £1O.per ton, 

V Arrivals in Suse .eet from th V Jorth Coast amounted to 

V 	
248 bags which sold at 	s .'.Z iVth. a fC V , at C9 per ton. 	

V 

Victorian brown onion 	CLrc( 

ReVal of 7ictoril oron onio5 at Alexandria shoed 
a marked decline. ,Supp1ie coinprisd 324 bags ó. brown table and 
576 bags of bDQWfl piok1er, q9V ..V V

ared31th a total of 14e18 bags 

in April. All lots met with 1 fl inquiry and there was rio harie in 

priceS, brown table real 	
£16.0.0 to £18.10.0 and 

brown pickling £17 to £1 per 
ani, supplie3;alS9 sho.!Cd a falling 

At Darling Harbour  
off and 	 32 truck o 	:cLorlan brown th1ch rcalised £17 to 
£18 .10.0 pr ton Ore ,truei &5 rce vJ froi ueuns lurid but io 

V  rates \,rero dISc10Se. 	 . 	 V 	V• 	
V 

(V 	
/supp1ie... 
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Supplies of oaten chaff again decline. 

Arrivals of oaten chaff again diminished, only 112 
trucks cnd 81 bags coming to hand. These t.oc1çs .nit good inquiry, 
sales being recorded as follows:- Medium £, prime 	choice 
£9.5.0 to O.lO.O prr ton. On the 12th May., ceiling prices were 
fixed for oaten chaff at £9 per ton and the bulk of sales was 
then made at that rate. 

Whoaton chaff supplic limited. 

Supplies of wheaten chaff continued to he restricted, 
only 20 trucks and 78 bags being offered. Sales were effected as 
follows:- Good sound £8.1Q,O,rrime f8.15,0 to £9.0.0, choice £.9 
per ton. Maximum rates for rheaten chaff were alo fixed at £9 
per ton. 

Lucerne chaff in request - rattsoontinue firm, 

Arrivals of lucerne chaff decreased to 27 trucks compare 
with 45 trucks received in April. Early sales were at the followin, 
rates:- 1ediurn and brown lines £11,5.0 to £1l.10,0; choice £12,10,C 
to £13.0.0 per ton. A maximum of £11 was fixed on the 12th inst. 
and sales were made at that rate but on the 22nd wllue8 reverted 
to those ruling in June, 1943. A fw sales were made, prime 
realising £13 with choice at £13,10.0 per ton. 

Lucerne  _IZjmeets keen demand. 

From the Maitland district consignments totalling 59 
trucks wore received and these supplies sold rcadily, new soft 
green lines realising £6.10.0 to £7.l0.O with dry and dry green 
at £0 to £9 per tan. Coiling rates for lucerne hay wore fixed at 
£10.17.6 on 12th May, but on the •2nd rates reverted to those 
ruling in Juno., 1943. C1earanoo of now soft green were then 
effected at £7 to t8 with dry at £8 to £9 per ton. 

Arrivals from other centres comprised 30 trucks which 
Included 4 trucks of derrick pressed. A few early sales of choice 
lines wore at £12.10.0 to £13,0.0 per ton, while derrick pressed 
good sound made £8.10.0 per ton. Rates were also fixed at the 
maximum of £9.17.6 on the 12th, but on the 22nd 1y rates revàrtcd 
back to June, 1943, levels with good sound bringing £9.10.0 to 
£11.0,0; prime £11 to £12 and choice £12.10.0 par ton. Derrick 
pressed medium lines realised .!7,10.0 to £8.10,0 and good sound £10 
per. ton. 

Lucerne dust, throshings, pods and poultry meal. 

Supplies of lucerne dust amounted to 3 trucks, sales bei 
made at £14.10,0 to £14.15.0. Lucerne threshings consisted of 2 
trucks which brought £10.10.0 to £11.10.0, while one truck, of 
lucerne pods sold at £1O.10.O. One truck of lucerne poultry meal 
brought £16 per ton. 	

/iar 



Hay in restricted supply. 

Receivals of oaten hay were again very light.' Good 
sound rack lots realised £8 and prime £9 per ton, while 6 trucks 
of derrick-pressed good sound sold at £7.5.0. At auction, prime 
realised £7.16.8 per ton. Later, eaten hay, derrick pressed, was 
fixed at a maximum of £7.15.0 per ton and a few sales wore made 
at that figure. One truck of whoaten derrick pressed hay arrived 
and realised £4.15.0 to £5.10.0 per ton for good sound lots. 

Oaten and wheaten straw stocks increase consIderably. 

Supplies of straw showed a marked Increase, 3'7j trucks 
of oaten and S trucks of wheaten coming to hand. Clearances of 
Prime oaten were made  at £6.5,0 to £6.10,0, whilst choice sold at 
£7.5.0 to £7.10.0 per ton. On the 12th May ceiling rates were 
fixed for' both oaton and wheaten at £6.10.,O ppr ton. Sales of 
wheaten straw were effected at that rate, although one truck of 
damaged lots sod at £4.0.0 par ton. 

Wheat consignment's fair1hoa. 

Receivals of wheat at Alexandria totalled 56 trucks and 
61 bags. Demand was good, F.A.q. lines selling at 3/8 and 3/9 with 
a few lines of hard wheat at 3/10 per bushel. Sales by auction 
were ranged from 2/10 to 3/6 per bushel. 

Maize more plentiful. 

Arrivals of maize Increased to 7,995 bags, Including 
1,906 bags of yellow, 1,867 'bags of white from local centres, 
3,641 bags of yellow and 581 bags of white from queensland. 
A fair percentage was consigned to private buyers, no rates 
being disclosed. 	Other.linds sold at 7/3 to 8/3 per bushel. 
Arrivals in Sussex Street from the North Coast aggregated 3,617 
bags (chiefly yellow'). Opening paler, were effected at 7/3 but 
later 7/10 to 8/- per bushel *as obtained. A few sales o white 
wore made at 8/3 per bushel, 

ConsinmontS of oats restricted. 

Supplies of oats at Alexandria wore agath lighter, 
only 7 trucks being received. No prices were recorded as 
consignments wore direct to private buyers, 

C .H.F. 

---..00000oo---- 
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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SALE"  
AT CITY MTJNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY 

- 	 -: 

Modorato tradn& in fit. 

Trading 	i'orally. was moderate in volume,., although at 
times,, more.., partuarly. to.rard the close of tho month, demand 
*as quiet. 	 - 

Good inquiry for itpples  

Supplies of apples wore fairly havy during the.: early 
part of - the month aTd coiad principally Interstate consimcn 
:thit thoro.vjau a falling-off n arrivals,  ubsequontly. Demand for 
large ,ruit of New South Wa10 origin was, strong and ratQs were 
firm. Jonathans soli to the maxlrnum of 18/-, despite the -fact that  
subs tantial supplies of Inters the fruit, particularly Tasmanian 
packs, were avaIljble at lowpr raths. .Dolicious Rome Beauty an 
Granny Smiths (o.p.rt from small size.s sold to the. ceilIng rate. 
Other varieties from local orchards were limited as to quantities, 
only occasional small cons 	mentso Stayman's Winesap, London 
Pippin, Statesman and isolated lots of other k1n.e being on offers 

Jonathans from Tasmni.a sold atfrom ,.7/- to 12/ but up 
to 15/- per bushel was obtained for some Victorian lots. Interstatl  
Delicious reall9ed 15/- for bo 	nizes. Other interstate varieties 
included Rome Beauty,'Dunnyj Seedling, London Pippin and Cleopatr 
while Victorian Granny Smiths were available late in the month. 

Pears in demand. 

Consignments- of pears from the variou growlng,ce.ntrO 
N 	

S 

of 'w South Wale 	relatively light, but the rocipt bf 
Vic-torian and T.athianian consiirncnts, howover, ,rnabo,rial•ly aSsIste( 
In rnintintg upp1Ic. Domanfi generally was kon for fancy gra 
Packhams Triumph., and Winter Cole at the- niaxiiri.wn of. 18/- ir bus he 
Best packs of Josephine also sold to ie/- Towar.S th clo 	Of t 
period the ccilIn price of 15/- for Beurre Boc wa incroa$ed to 
ie/- and little difficulty was xperienced. in obtainihg this rate 
for a consignment from Victoria-. Small quantities of Tasmanian 
Doyenne du Cornice were received and saos.were made a ip to 15/ 
per bushel.  

New season's }Tavel oranges  

Trading in oranges was confined in, the main to cdastal 
Nayes and Silettas, and early in the month bhe market was 
dependent on Queensland consignments. There was a gradual increasC 
in supplies but the quantttes corn gforviard could only be class 
as moderate at the peak. Rdquost for Navels generally was good fo 
counts up to 200 but smaller fruit was slow to clear at times. 
Silettas sold well, while upp1icS of Navels wore limited but 

/domand.... 



demand slackened as the flow of Navels improved and most lines 
were then purchased for factory purposes. 

A new ceiling price of is/- for oranges came into 
operation, on 1st May. The price rai'ige for Navels is 64s to 88s 
12/6 to 17/- and dounts above 92 187- per bushele 

Maximum rates for: lemàns reduced. 

Fairly large quantities of. lemons from coastal groves, 
including some very, green main crop packs, were forward early 
in the month. Demand was mainly for coloured lines, disposals of 
green lots being slow, arid the best pr 	offering had to be 

accepted to clear this class-  of fruit. Consignments declined 
subsequently and ready clearances were effected. The ceiling 
price of 25/- was reduced to 20/- on let May. 

Grapefruit was avii1a'ble 'n small quantities and sales 

wore imde at 14/- per case. 

Mandarins 1Iit1 supplied. 

Supplies of mnã.arinS from coastal sources were limited 
to small lots mainly of the Imperial variety. Request was good 
and best packe realised to 15/- per half-Case. A few consignments 

of Glen Retreats from QueonSL'.fld Were on offer and those mostly 

sold at 30/- per bushel. 

Steady demand for grapes..,. 

Trading in grapes was confined In the maifl to CornichOn 

and DoradillO varieties, although late in the month both Marrum- 
tion Area and Victoriar Ohanez were obtainable. bidgee Irriga  

Inquiry for Cornichons. was jell mjntained and the 
prices realised generally WoVe above the average for previous 
ycar5 special packs realised t0 18/- and on a fo'rr occasions 

higher rates wora-obtained.. Vlues 	 i , for DoradlloS were steady,  and 

best packs sold around io/ per hal-c.Se. The Victorian Ohanez 
grapes were sold in •bushel pack.caSeS and brought' up to 28/-
but higher rates Were obta'ind. for urrurnbidg06 I'rigatiOfl Area 

lots which 'realised .the:eui,1.eflt 	
. of 4o/- orbuhel 

Bananas under picO ontrol.•'' 

Thu market for:. bananaS was somowht quiet early in the 
month, arid values genera1iJ were' oasicr prior to the introduction 
of price control in 'roltiOfl to this fruit on WdnSd9-y, 17th 
May. The nhiiximu11 rate as ixed t 7d per 1. for Ca,vondish and 
Mons Mario varieties,' arid Bd for Lady Fingers and Sugar bananas. 

Supplies were 1igt towards the close of the month an 

the ceiling price was paid for good quality fruit, irrespectivO 

of 5iZO. 	 /pinoapplos... 
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Pineapples in. short supp1r. 

Consignments of pineapples showed a marked decline and 
before they were brought tinder price control on 10th May rates 
were very firm, up to 40/ per case and occasionally higher bein 
paid for selected sizes, The ceiling price was fIxedt 24/- per 
case fo lBs and higher, and counts below 18 at the rate of 1/4 
each, e.g., 12s at ie/, Th3 cuantitios reaching the mrket late 
in the month were insufficient to meet buyers requirements and 
supplies were rationed 

High  prices rule for choic. pass ionfruit. 

Pas sionfruit. wore 
few choice lots ava1abl,. 
being obtained, 

soaroL. and high prices ruled for the 
as much as 50/- per half-case and mor 

Other fruits. 

Papaws, custard apples and avocados wore on offer. Ra 
for papaws ranged to 35/-. per paso and. up. to 20/- per half-case 
was paid for custard apples and avôcadàs. 

Rains aid vegetable crops, 

Dry weather persisted until the second half of May, wh4 
fairly good rains were received over a large Ee.ction of the StateS. 
The coastal belt was badly in need of moisture and the falls 
received, although late, are expected to materially bQnef it such 
crops as peas, cabbages and cauliflowers in the growing areas, 
particularly in the County of Cumbcrland. 

- ,  Peas mostly in short supp 

The quantities of Peas-reaching the market until towar 
the end of the month were below trade requirements. On a number 
days consignments were well: blow the thousand bag mark and on 
these occasions the cciling rate Of 21/- per bushel ruled for 
practically all linos. Duj1intho latter part of the month thera 
was an increase In supplies which includod fairly largo quantitle 
from Victoria. Consignments from the Murrumbidgec Irrigation Area 
also increased, while more coastal lots we're coming forward. 

Quality showed considerable variation late in May, 
noticeably in Victorian supplies, and wa ter damage was responsibJ 
for reduced ratcs for a number ,  of lines from the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area. Generally, choie lots realised the ceiling pric 
of 21/- but values for othor grade.s. cove±ed a fairly wide range. 
An increase In the maximum rate of 21/-,.per bushel to 23/4 came 
into effect on 30th May but only afew lots of outstanding qualit 
attained this figure. 

/Satisfactorr.., 



Satisfactory demand demand for choice beans. 

There was a marked increase in consignments of boan 
from the North Coast and Queensland but the percentage of choice 
descriptions was rolatively small, the bulk being of low grade and 
in some instances unsaleable. 

Demand generally centred around good quality doscriptions, 
the carryover of medium to inferior lint;.s being fairly heavy for 
come days following bi-weckly receivals from the North Coast and 
Queensland. 

Small quantities continued to conic forward from the 
Gosford-Tuggerah district and also from favourably situated areas 
within the County of Cumborland. Choice offerings realised from 
16/- to 20/- per bushel. The ceiling price of 20/ was also 
obtained for some attractive lots from the central coast. 

Ceiling price for torriatoe advanced. 

The market was well supplied with tomatoes during the 
greater part of the month. Large quantitio woro received from 
the Murrumbidgeo Irrigation Area but owing to the indifferent 
quality of a big percentage of packs, rates were variable. Some 
lots, particularly of the San Marzana variety, had to be sold at 
low priceS, while breakdown was reponSiblC for a good deal of 
loss 

The announcement that the coiling price vias to be 
increased from 12/- to 20/ per half-Case two days before it 
became effective on 10th Ii croted a keen demand and large 

quantities were disposed of Subsequently, inquiry was only 
moderate and was chiefly for choice green and coloured lines from 
local and Queensland growers. The new maximum price of 20/- was 

obtained for only a few extra choice coloured local tomatoes. 
Consignments from Queensland inluded both northern and southern 
packs and best quality lines sold to 16/- per half-case with a 
few specials higher. Supplies were increasing late in the month, 

about 10,000 half-cases reaching the market on Monday, 29th May. 
Small quantities rc aehod the makot. from the North Coast arfi 
McnindoO. 

Increased supplies of cauliflOQ!. 

There Was a good inquiry for cauli.f lowers until just 
prior to the close of the month when supplies woro in oxCoss of 
the requirements of the retail trade and large quantities wore 
disposed of to pickle manufacturers. 

Realisations early in May were on a high level, as much 
as 40/- per dozen being obtained, but the trend was downward as 
supplies mere ascd, although choicest lines did not go bolo" 12/-  
per dozen, It was stated that recent rains, together with mild 

/conditions... 
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conditions, brought early.varietis to maturity quickly and grow 
were forced to harvest tho:r crops to prevent deterioration and 
loss. 	 .•.• 

Ratos for cabbages ese0 

Moderate supplies of obbages wore forward. Demand was  
satisfactory during thp first wQolc othe month but with the dal 
increase  in the quantity of aulif1werson offer, there was a 
slackening in inquiry. .A sharp f11 in Values ocur±od and 
clearances wore more difficult to effect. Prices ranged to 15/-
with some sales to 20/- per dozen early in Mtay but 4  prior to the 
close of the month ratos hd fallen to /- per dozen for selected 
heads. 

Beetroot an.d, parsnips 	V70114,  

In the bunched vegetable trade both beetroot and parsni 
were lightly supplied and in. request. Carrots, however, sold. 
slowly at times owing Lo the lontiful stock of 1oos€ lines 
available at pr.ices well below those ruling for bunched lots on 
• a ôornpar:hlo basis... 

--.000O000--- 

The Price 'Commissioner on 19th June fixod maximum, rate 
for pinoapplos on a weight basis. Such prices in Sydney are 5d 1' 
wholesale and 6'd lb. rotatl, Professor Copland has stated that 
no change would be mn&tdo in. 'o.ilini" prices to growers because 
thb newprices are, equival(n' to the previous:  rate per case.. 

The Minister Po,r Commoroc and Agriculture has announced 
that: arrangements have been. compctcd to secuo lO,000 traetors 
for Australia, the bulk bcmotainod from tbp Untcd States 
under lend-lease. Tho' roiii.':Irer, it. is stated, i1l cpmo.fror-i 
Britain. The total valio. of the tractors will approxirnatp 
£6,000,0000  

---0000000---- . 

A plan to lift nilk production to a record lavol was 
to be submitted to the Austraiiah. Aieu1tural Qounc.l on .19th 
Juno. The proposals includd:- 

Extension to othc,r Stato:o1 the New South Walesplan .to sot 
indivtthal production targets for dairy fe.rniors. 

Mochanistion to stop up production. 

Fodder conse.rvo.ton to avoid 1mseaon milk shortages. 

Moasuro to ov:rèome.rubbr.and rianpowor diffic'ultios. 
-OOOOOOO" 
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V4 it 	PRICES OF VAfI0US COMMODITIES 
IN SYD1 EY (N.S.W.) DT71I1G. WY, 144, 

AND C0RRESPODING FIGES AT 31st AUGTJ3T,139 

The following ta'cle aives particulars of the range 
of prices in Sydney5  ac collected and recorded by the Division 
of Marketing and ricu].tural Economics in respect of various 
commodities for the period indicated- 

Cornmodity May, 	1944 31st August, 1939 

From 	To From 	To 

Wheat: Home Consumption 
Bulk - 	bushel per 3/iid (unchanged) 2/4d 

Flour 	- per ton £10.4. 
(plus £2.8.10 tax) 	" 

£6.12 .3 
(plus £6 .2.9 tax) 

Bran 	- 	it 	U 6.0.O  
9 £4.5.O 

Pollard 	11 £6.O.0 

Eggs 	- per dozen 2/- 	II 

Butter (choice) per cwt. 	169/4 161/2 

Cheese: 
Loaf 	- 	per lb. l/od lid  

1& d 
Large 	-  
Special brands 1/1 	l/3- 	" l/2d 

May 	1944 2) th August, 	1939 

From 	To From 	To 

Figs 	(Abattoir Sales): 
Good to prime per head Cal 

Porkers - 
25/6 	33/3 31/6 	4 0/6 

Extra light 
35/6 	46/6 39/6 	44/6 

Light 
39/6 	r,1/6 43/6 	57/6 

Medium weight 
60/6 	75/6 50/6 	54/6 

Heavy 
B cone rs £3 • 1 • 6 	£7.11 • 6 

t5.  lot O 	£14.19.6 
60/6 	75/6 

£41560 	£8.1O.O 
BackfttCrS 

Note 	The pig sales nearest 31st August, l939 
were thosc hcid on 29th August, 1939, 

-.---'000O000---- 
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