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HIGHLIGHTS 

The Australian Wheat Board has decided to make 
available wheat below F.A.Q. standard to poultry farmers
at concession rates This wheat is quite suitable for 
feeding poultry and will be supplied at 2d to 4d per 
bushel, according to quaUty, less than the price of F.A.Q. 
wheat to poultry farmers. 

The Minister for Trade and Customs has declared 
all classes of meat to be commodities under the National 
Security (Prices) Regulations. Retail meat prices have been 
pegged at levels ruling in the various retail shops through-
out Australia at close of business on Friday, 26th February, 
l43. 

The maximum retail price of peaches in Sydney and 
Melbourne was fixed on 4th March at 5d per lb. The 
Prices Commissioner indicates that this action had been 
rendered necessary because of a shortage of peaches caused 
by the urgent demand for peaches for canning for the armed 
forces. It is understood that this is to be modified so as 
to apply to canning varieties 011io 

The Commonwealth Prices Commissioner has issued an 
Order fixing "ceiling's prices for all fresh fish sold in the 
Sydney Municipal Markets. 	The wholesale price of fish sold 
at points other than the Sydney Municipal Markets is the 
price at place of production (which has also been determined) 
plus the cost of transport to those points. 

It has been announced that the pome fruit crop 
in Western Australia is expected to exceed 1,100,000 
bushels. It is also reported that unusually large 
quantities are likel'r to be shipped to Eastern States. 



OPERATIONS OF THE,  EGG MRITING BOARD 
FOR THE STATE OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 

In the February issue of this publication, the Egg 
:-B0arcl.'S history was briefly traversed and information of a general. 

characterwas given, touching upon the Board's activities during 
the 1941-42 Pool Year. Further information with regard to the 
Board's trading and cognate matters takon from its Annual Report 
is set out in the follov;ing paragraphs: 

Grading, Value and Sale of Stocks. 

The total value of the eggs marketed through the Pool 
amounted to £2,282,880, while the value of eggs of a].]. grades 
actually handled at the 3oard's floors was £1,5921 533, giving an 
average price of 1/2.218 par dozen compared with £1,218,603 and 
1/3.132 per dozen on the previous Pool. 

... ... 	was contondêc that with the oxtoniOn of operations 
of the Board into rrnoto country districts adotorior.aion in the 
avorctgc quality of the eggs rocoivcd would be noticeable. The 
extent of this variation has been much smaller than anticipated, 
and is set out in the schedule hereunder:- 

1940-1941 ____ 

Grade 
Quantit; 

-- 

 

Q,uantit 	. 
(dozens (dozens, _________ 

Hon 	. 	. 213 604987 80 9 37 15,507,100 80.23 

Medium 2,318,779 663 l909,163  

Pullet 	. 447,188 1.66 360,526 1.67 
Small Pullet 50,556 . 	. 19 . 37, 084 .19 

Duck 1 93,236 . 	.55 102 5 406 0 53 

Duck 2 	. 47 13 017 66,369 _ .34 

Total- 
.1st Quality 24,56589 _91.37 __17982,648 

I 
03,04 

Cae  8317 238 3.28 447,425 2.31 
1,180,531 745 

.J.Blood Spots 123,873 _ 	.46 87,603 .45 

Total- 
2nd Quality 2,185,642 8.13 

., 
11 280,427 

_ 
6.62 

_ Broken and bad 134,617 
--. 

.50 
. 

67,431 .34 

Total 26,881,848 100 
--. 	---. L9 ,330,506 100  

/After 
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After eliminating the stocks carried forward from the 
previous Pool, the total stocks handled by the organisation were 
disposed of as follows:- 

1941-1942 I 1040-1941 

Received from consignors 261 881,848 19,330,506 
Returned for sale. on a/c 
Cwealth Government 1,257,080  

Total Intake 28,138 5 908 191 330,506 

Disposals in shell, newlaid 12,915,440 9,303,097 
Exported in shell to United 
Iingdorn and sold to Cornmon- 
wealth Government 10,720,560 7,9071 310 

Pulped 4,3555 662 1,657,097 
Chilled 137,940 455,280 
Discrepancy 9,305 7,722 

281 130,908 19,330,506 

The schedule below refers to stocks actually  handled b 
the Board, but from the industry point of view the proportion of 

made in various forms can be determined by adding producer 
,,.gents' sales. The followinS table shows the position: 

1941-1042 1 1940.1941 

Disposals in shell, newlaid 24, 568, 629 19,0321 388 
Disposals in shell, chilled 137,940 

1 

455,280 
Disposals in pulp or powder 4,355,662 13 657,097' 

	

29,062,231 	21,144,765 
Exported or sold for drying 	10,720,560 	7,907,310 
Discrepancy 	 91 306 	 7,722 

	

39,792,097 ' 	29,059,797 

Disposal of Surplus. 

As proviously explained, the usual e;'port channels were 
not open for the disposal of our surplus after July, 1941, and 
prior to that date 10,036 cases were shipped. The cessation of 
overseas shipments then forced a diversion of the export surplus 
to the Commonwealth Government drying plants at Riverstono. This 

/nocossitated 



necessitated a complete change in procedure which frequently 
resulted in the Board's finances becoming strained. The surplus 
existed from the beginning of Juno until February a period of 
nine months. 

The largest pack in the Board's history was submitted, 
the total reaching 357,352 cases, or 10,720,560 dozens. 

The amount paid to producers for eggs in respect of the 
1941-42 Poel year was 1/1.92 per dozen compared with 1/2,67 in 
the 1940-41 Pool year. 

The aotua1.reason for the payment of a lower price to 
producers can be suiiariseaas follows:- 

(a) The delay in declaring a price for eggs accepted for 
drying which resulted in the Board's overdraft being 
increased to danger point; 

(b) the imposition of part of the cost of cases and packing 
material which involved the Board in an unanticipated 
expenditure of £70,000 at a late stage in the season, 
thus reducing the nett return .for surplus eggs. 

With respect to the expenditure incurred by the Board 
on the cases required-for packing the surplus, the Commonwealth 
Government eventually agreed to guarantee a special bank account 
to cover up to £70,000 in the purchase of these cases and packing 
mateial. This guarantee c:'-id not relieve the Board from its'  
liability to meet this cost, the total amount having to be refunded 
by the Board over four years. The swn of £21,485 vas paid during 
the Pool year, which included approximately £3,500, which was 
charged against the standard case systom to cover the cost of 
diverting the pociaI'pack to local trade uses and absorbed in 
the standard caso srtôm the balance of 18,000 being charged 
against the export venture. The preparation of the cases for 
surplus packing, special costs incurred in woighin, taring and 
scheduling the Individual cases before and after packing, and the 
reconditioning of the cases and :ma.torial upon return from 
Rivarstone have not been charged to. the export votnturoi.  

Cold Storage Trad1 

In comparison with the cold storage ventures of previous 
Pools, that of the one under review was coniparativolysmal1. 
Surpluses up to the end of February wore either sold for drying 
or retained for pulping or drying by the Board, with the result 
that March surpluses only were cold stored. The venture was under 
continuous review throughout January and February, but when 
receivals declined heavily and at an unprecedented rate it was 
impossible to continue atorin, and those already in store were 
absorbed rapidly. 

/The ease 
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The rapid decline in intake, following ixamediately by a 
heavy increase in sales, mainly the direct result of increased 
purchases by the Armed Forces, resulted in the withdrawal by the 
Board of 48,500 cases to meet local requironlonts w1üc1',had 
previously boon placed in various cold stores in Sydney and 
Nevrcastle on behalf of the Coniinonwealth Government.'-Tie proceeds 
of sales after deductions of all costs to the Board were paid to 
the CoronwealtE Government. The Pool account reflects the 5 per 
cent. ooniission earned by the Board for this service. 

Dehydrated Albumen 

The albumen venture which was commenced in 1940 contin-
uod to be operated during the Pool, Rocords disclose that a total 
of 89,715 lbs. (more than 40 tons) of liquid albumen wore absorbed 
in the manufacture of 12,062 lbs. of thulod  albumen. Continuous 
research by the Floor Manager and the Board's chemist has resulted 
in an additional 6 per cent. of the dried product being produced 
from a given quantity of liquid albumen. The Board has a satis-
factory cornorcial outlet for the disposal of the yolks. 

Sales were steady throughout th year; particularly 
through Interstate agents, where an: improving market is roportod, 

Frozen Wholo 110-7raiding.  

Stocks pulpod totalled 4,355,662 dozón, an increase of 
2,698565 dozen. as onipared. with the prvious year. 	The 
results of the previous year's pulpin:gire±è shovrri in increased 
orders from local services, thile sor!te 420 tons ere exported to 
the United Kiigdorn, at a later stgo some 200 tons were exported 
to Ne-i Ziiand. 	Rc6vv m.terial or drid e, powder and 4ried 
albumen wasalso part of the above total of 4,355,662 aezen. 
Some idea of the size and importance of th venture to the Board 
and the industry in New SouthWales i&ilJ. be gained. when it is 
realised that 15.17 per cent. of the Board's total intake went 
to the pulping room-as-against 8.57 per cent. in the previous Pool. 

The total cost of the pulp. manufa&tu'ed (including the 
eggs used) was £227,716 and the ioalivationcI therefrom £198,409, 
resulting in an equalisation expenditure of £29,307 or 1.42d per 
lb. 

Roalisations wore dotormined b:thc price fixed by the 
meeting of the Commonwealth Pulp Stabilisation Committee and also 
by the export of 940,800 lbs. (or 29.9 per cont. of pulp produced) 
to the United Kingdom atld per lb. below 1occ.l.par.ty, A further 
offer of 250 tons to Groat. Britain was not taken up, but resulted 
in the firming of the markot and assisted the Board to. offoot 
sales at bottor prices to New Zealand and Interstate buyers. 

Pulp was:  niainlyproduoed undor the Lomax process and 
proved very sattefactory. Shortly after the extension of the 
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Board's area of marketing control, unsatisfactory weather resulted 
In deterioration in thu quality of country surpluses, and measures 
were introduced to counteract this by the establishing of pulping 
facilities at Grafton, Wagga and Young. The saving in egg quality 
was beneficial and the pulp met a ready demand throughout the State, 

Additional work resulted from a f ire at the Riverstone 
Meatworka, where some 150,000 dozen eggs, the property of the 
Commonwealth Govornrient, were danagod and had to be pulpod 
Immediately. This was undertaken by the Board on the Commonwealth 
Government's behalf.  

Arrangements have been successfully concluded for the 
installation of modern freeirg methods at Sydney on the Board's 
behalf, and it is anticipatcd that similar arrangements will be 
made in Newcastle for the 1943-44 sea-on, Further progress is 
reported in the extension of the pulping rooim in modern hygienic 
surroundings in Sydney and improvements at the Board's biggest 
country pulpng depot - Young. 

The Melbourne Venture, 

The Board, forwarded 5,960 cases of eggs to Melbourne, 
the majority being 'forwarded early in the Pool period, when markets 
were weakening Further avenues of disposal were also available 
during winter months, but a firm local market made it impossible 
to use the southern rnarkt adv.ntageously. The nett Sydney roalis-
ation of 1/1.95 on the Liolbourno consImonts covers roalisations 
of both hen and med.uni grade.. Although this price was consIdcrab1j 
lower than local pa- ity, the rcults were satisfactory when 
considered in conjuntion with the fact that no local market 
existed at the time for the eggs consigned, and our nett returns 
were greater than export par±ty.  

The Ns'; Zealand Venture, 

The value of the New Zealand venture to the industry 
cannot be eompaed with ho costs f £932.7.9 charged in these 
accounts. The ontrat provided first anarkot which absorbed over 
400,000 lbs. of pu1 at 2*d  per lb, moi'o than could have been 
obtained If shipped to G.'oat Britain, which was tho only,  alternat-
ive. The market was also used to dispose of, 20 tons of dried egg 
powder boforo our local riarkob programme was really moving. 

Repeat bu nocs of considerable magnitude has already 
been written and f1fil.d, and it would appcar that within the 
bounds of actua. surplus over local needs the New Zealand market 
can absorb considerable quantities of pulp and powder. In a year 
of extraordinary doveloor.1ents the establ5sicnt of contact and 
trade with Now Zealand is prdbably one of the main achioveraents. 

-0000oc---- 



SALES OF LIVST0CK AT 11O3USH, SDNY 

SMALLER SUPPLIES OF CATTLE, SIP, IMS AND PIGS,  
GENERALLY STEADY DEIvLUm BUT VALUES FLUCTUATE.  

Reduced cattle trucking. 

Fairly heavy supplies of cattle were submitted at the 
commencement nd close of the period but truckings during the 
intervening period showed a falling-off. On one sale d,duo o 
an industrial dispute, supplies wore abnormally low. As a result, 
the month's aggregate of 14,065 head was below the total for 
January. In the store section 1,425 wore submitted. 

Quality generally was most variable and while goad trade 
to prime beasts made a good showing on sore sale days the penninS 
frequently included a substantial proportion of lightweight cattle
of medium to fair trade standard only. The month of February was 
mostly dry except in parts of the northern districts, including 
the far North Coast, and pastures continued, to dry off rapidly,, 

Light puppies of bullocks. 

The supply of 'bulloeks was fairly,  light on the whole, 
although they were fairly plentiful on one or two sale days. For 
the most part consignments comprised light andmnodiuJn woighto of 
good trade to prime quality. Heavy bullocks were scarce. The 
inrket was somewhat irregular and average' values were slightly 
below those of the previous month. Fluctuations, however, were not 
material. Quotations on the occond last sale day, which was one of 
the boot markcts from the producers' viewpoint, wore as fOl1ow8 
Heavy 42/- to 45/-, medium weight 45/ to 48/. light 46/ to 4/- 
pOr 100 lb. 

Steady market for steers*   

Steerc were plentiful throughout the period with light 
and medium weights comprising the great bulk of the offerings. 
The breeding and quality of a substantial percentage, howovor, 
were unsatisfactory. Generally fair to good trade descriptions 
predominated with prime sorts fairly scarce. Values were fairly 
steady and, for the most part, ranged from 46/ to 53/ par 100 
lb. A weaker market was in evidence at closing.. 

Fair trade co's2redominate. 

Moderate numbers of cows were forward throughout the 
period but, except on one sale day, medium to fair trade boasts 
greatly predominated. As a rule good trade to prime sorts were 
obtainable chiefly in odd lots. The market for COWS showed a 
fair amount of fluctuation, being weakest, at opening and closing 
when prime heavy sorts were quoted to 40/- and prime light to 42/- 

/por 
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per 100 lb. 	At the deaect period quotations ranged to 44/ 
per 100 lb. but average rates were a little be10 those of January. 

Firm market for heifers. 

Heifers made a f±r hóviing throughout the greater part 
of the period and, at the close, quality ras very.atifactory, 
many prime medium weight drafts being noticed. A firm market 
ruled and rates showed no material fluctuation, quotations, for 
the most part, ranging from 45/ to i/- per 100 lb,, for good to 
prime quality. 

Prime heavy vealers in evidence. 

Pennings of vealers were moderate during the month and 
quality chiefly fair to good trade. Towards the c1oe, however, 
the quality of the medium and heavy weights showed con•id.erble 
imrövement, many prime drafts coming to hand. A.waker market 
prevailed at opening with quotations ranging from 52/ to 50/  per 
100 lb. Enquiry became stl'Qnger, ho.:ever, prime descriptions selling 
stoadil throughout the rsmander of the period to .3/7 per 100 lb. 

Smaller numbers of sheep and lambs offered 

Compared with the previous month the number of sheep and 
lambs available was smaller, aggregate pennings being 328,463, 
representing a decline of approximately 8,000 head. 

•'üality only fair. 

Fair to medium quality sheep, particularly, ewes, 
.: bflt1nUed  in fairly heavy supply, the proportion of good.to prime 
descriptions being by no means heavy. Some drafts df good to 
prime heavy wethers were Included but light sheep, particularly 
good trade lines, were very often difficult to secure. A total of 
174,378 wethers and ewes was auctioned. 

Sheep market fluctuates. 

The sheep market fluctuated considerably, although the 
rise and fall in values on any one sale day did not exceed 1/- per 
head on good quality sep: howeverin.a number of instances the 
decline was more pronounced in respect of medium and plainer 
descriptions. Allowing for the variable state of the market clos-
ing quotatonz, particularly for wethers, were 'a little higher 
than those ruling early in the period. Soie actual sales 
indicating price movements during the period are as follow:- 

First Week 

Good trade 42 lb. ewes (skin 3/6) made 13/11 each or 3d er lb. 
44 lb. wethers (skin 6/-j made 17/ each or 3d per lb. 

/Second... 
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Second Week 

Good trade 45 lb. ewes (skin 4/6) made 15/8 each or 3d per lb. 
R 	 it 	45 lb. wethers (skin 5/6) made 18/10 each or 3d per lb. 

Third Week 

Good trade 44 lb. ewes (skin 4/6) rad 13/3 each or 3d per lb. 
' 	45 lb. wether (skin 5/6) made 19/6 each or 3d per lb. 

Fourth Jeei: 

Good trade 42 lb. viethers (skin 3/-) made 15/2 each or 31d per lb. 
U 	 It 	45 lb, ewes 	C 	' 2/6) 	13/10  

Avera 	cost of mutton virtually tchan. 

Although markets were variable and closing çuotations were 
a little higher than those ruling early in the period, the average 
cost of wether mutton was basically unchanged, although ewe mutton 
generally was a little cheaper. Prime light wethers on one occasion 
made to 4d per lb. but this class mostly sold at from 2d to 3d 
er lb. Heavy wether mutton mostly cost 2d to 3d with odd special 

lots to 3d per lb. 

Heavy ewes for the most part were vior€h 22d to 3d and 
light descriptions 2-d to 3*d per lb. 

Further decline in lamb numbers. 

Supplies of lambs were again smaller, the total number 
available being 154,085 head, or about ,000 less than the January 
total. Prime 'ight lambs and suckers comprised a.roiatIvely small 
proportion of the yardings, although a moderate supply of good 
heavy sorts was included. Plain to medium quality lambs were 
numerous, while f.ir to good trade descriptions were also fairly 
well supplied. 

Lambs generally sell well. 

The strong re:uest for good to prime lanths continued. 
Values at early sales did not show any appreciable chance but 
subsequent sales were marked by an upward trend in prices which 
advanced by from i/s to 2/.- per head, although at the close of the 
month lower rates ruled, good lambs being i/ cheaper, with the 
decline on medium to plain descriptions even more pronounced. 

Actual sales noted during the month are shovm hereunder-

First 1e 

Good. trade 33 lb. suckers (skin 3/9) made 23/9 each or 7:d per The 
it 	heavy 38 lb. lambs 	( 	2/6) ' 	21/6 " 	Gd 

/econd.... 



Second "leek Jeek 

Good light 33 lb. suckers (skin 3/3) made 25/3 each or 8d per lb. 
, heavy 40 lb. lambs ( 	' 3/6) 	' 24/8 " 	6d 

Third 1eek 

Good light 33 lb. suckers (skin 3/3) made 25/4 each or 3d per lb. 
heavy 38 lb. lambs C 	" 5/) 24/6 " ' 	Sd 

Fourth Vleek 

Good trade 35 lb. suckers (skin i/-) made 21/10 each or 7d per lb. 

Lamb 2rice unchanged. 

The market for good to prime lambs and suckers was 
fairly well maintained, and up to Sd per lb. was abtined, equal 
to the best price paid in January. Generally, however, ,00cI to 
prime suckers were worth from 6d to 7 -d per lb. Old lambs made 
from 5jd to 6jd per lb. for heavy grades and light were worth from 
6d to 6d per lb. 	Hoggets also sold well at 4d to 5 	per lb. 
but prices obtained were about *d per lb. below the previous 
month's average. 

4ghter p1g supp1ie. 

The County of Cumberland is still under quarantine, due 
to the outbreak of swine fever, and this fact, coupled with 
industrial trouble at the HOiibSh Abattoirs, led to a further 
reduction in the number of pigs arriving for sale. The total 
submitted at auction dur-inr,  February, 1943, was 13,174 head, 
including the relatively large proportion of 2,216 received by 
rail. Pigs sold privately numbered 912 head. 

Further setback to industry, 

During the period the industry received still another 
setback. In December, swine fever broke out and during Januar:" 
prices fell considorab1r, despite light supplies, due to the poor 
demand by the consuming public. The market subsequently improved 
considerably but owing to industrial trouble operators had 
considerable difficulty in getting thoir stock slaughtered and 
values of porkers dropped again to relatively low levels. One sale 
was postponed until the following day and then competition was so 
poor that many lots we;'e passed in. 

Irregi1ar market  f or porker2. 

Consignments of porkers comprised chiefly medium weights 
of good trade to prime quality. Light porkers were relatively 
scarce. Si-nail pips were generally in vary poor demand as store 

/buyers...  
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buyers were unable to purchase owing to the restrictions placed on 
the movements of pigs 	the quarantine area. The market 
improv3e. steadily duriig. the £irst half of the month and by the 
second sale values werqa4. fairly high level, light porkers 
dress:ng 60 lb. selling -ft  57/5 and heavy (90 lb.) to 77,/e per 
head. At the following sale values declined by from lO/ to 14/- 
per head while a fuTth thop'occurred in lightweights at the final 
auctions. quotations op this oocasion for prim pigs woro-
50 lb. to 8/6, 60. lb. to 46/0 80 To. to 60/6, 90 lb. to 65/5 per 

• hcad, 	 .. 

Stead demand for baconer3. . 

P,ennings .ofbaoxers ompr1sed all grades of weight, 
althouh light sorts predominated. Quality was vari1e and ranged 
from Lair trade to rrImo. The inquiry for baooñers during February 
was comparatively steady, and the market was not greatlyaffcctcd 
by the industrial trouble as .soroporaiQrS are in the position to 
undertake their ovn killing . Heavybaconers sold to £5.17.6 per 
Iiead and extra heavy to £6.,O.0. Values. were at their peak on the 
final salo day whon 1ightweigft9 Were c;uot.od to lOd per lb.. and 
heavy to 9d 	 . 	;. 

L1it supply of backfatter5.  

Backfatters were in limited supply and the ibwing -on one 
sale day  was very poor. MedIum grade liglitwoights comprised the 
bulk of the offerings, although quality was fairly good eLrly in 
the period when. several heavydescriptions wore forward. Demand 
was s tea" and cuotat ions, for the most paft, fluctuated only 
becuse of v1aat1ons in u cality. On the final sale day th market 
irmed, lightteihts selL.n to 7d per lb and heavy to 6d per lb 

J .nJJ.&G.C. 

F0RICCT OF ILD3 OF LIN COI 0IT?TJ .FLTIT 
IN NEE'.`1 S OTTIH "JAMS — - S&3ON 1943. 

	

The following oreoast was isuel y the 	Le arket1nL 
Bureau on 16th Februar, 1043 — 

Bus h& 	• . 	, - 	us he Ia. 
Oranges:  

Tve1s 	 •. 	 86,000 
Valencias 	. 	 : 	952000 
Coiwuon and Other 	 • 185;,000 
Sevilles 	.... 	 .33,000 	 2,032,000 

Mandarins 	 ..,. 	 .... 

Lemons 	 ., 	 a ... 	138,000 

Grapefruit 	 Sb 	 - 40-1 000 

TOTAL: 	 .5.. 	 2,805,000 

— — 



AXDiA RTJAY GOODS YARD -- 

3LESEX STT SALES, 

Supplies ofldta1 nr Factors received at Alexandria 
Cooc.: Yrd were consiera1y lighter, 15,636 bags of fairly good 
ua1±ty b3ing on offer. Dorn-and was very keen but on1 portion of 

th3up1;r ras available for general trading purposes. During the 
proC prices gradually inroased:  choice selling at. from £94090 to 

Rt £7,OC to l3.O,O per ton with seed cjuoted at 
£3.O 	 .o £?,OO er ton 	 of Victorian Carmans totalled 

o6: b's çt.ali 	's very atifactory at prices ranging from 
£.00 to £lCOO per ton. There ,8r(-,,  992 bags received from South 
Ausrria and choico sold at £lLOO per tonw heavy consignments 
of Tcsmnian tubers-  'it-re received in Sussex Street, stocks 
com'Ising 41,415 barracred with 20,199 bags in January. Only 
p3tfLOfl. of -'Ghs, sply, ho;eer 	riade available for civilian 
n€oc 	Prices ran3ed from £.00 to £13,0.O per ton. Arrivals at 
La2:Liag ( Iar'oour comr-ried 559 bags of local Table potatoes and 164 

e seed, h±lst 150 bags arr.ved  from Victoria. No prices were 
dicoeri. rriva1 In Susssx Stiet from the North Coast by sea 
amonte. to 26 bags )  which \•'ere isposed of at .-l"7.0.0 for F.,A.S 
and O,OO per ton for choice. 

The only cons:grrent of swedes during the month consisted 
of 120 bags of locally gron at Liexandria which were disposed of 
at 

	

	OO Tier ton and 109 bags f inferior from the North Coast 
ware hard to ',oi1 t £2.00 per ton. 

• Arrivals of Qucns1and punpkiis were much smaller, only 
:±ik5 being availabl€ 	Thero were 16 trucks and 40 bags 

• reivod from local centes Rates fluctuated considerably but at 
cos.ngi'G4iO,0 per ton as ;uoted. Receivals in Sussex Street 

• from the North CQast oompris 	825 bg0 Four trucks were sold at 
:.a±ling }Iabour0 Buyers paid 12.0.0 per ton early in the period 
but subsecjuentlyvaltes were lower at £7OO per ton-o 

21,  04, of on±cnS 

Arrivals of hrovm 
sold reiii177 t £l7lO0 to 
£16. CO to £7O 	Supplies 
vihi1. cleared at 100 per 

44 bags e' b own 
i00 L,O Z145,O per tcn 

Au.sr:.Lia costed of abou 

onions ei.ounted to 4,078 bags which 
£i8C,0 per ton i;;rjth few sales at 
of w1te onions totalled 987 bags 
tong Thnsignments from Victoria 
ick1ing which were disposed of at 

A niil consignment from South 
3E: 6 bags of white; opening sales wore 

/ef footed . a. — 
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effected. at £2100 per ton. From local centres 123 bags of brown 
brought £17e50 to £1800 while 70 bags of white disposed of at 
auction realiedi2.100 per ton and 86 bags of odourless £11.10,C 
per ton, 	A consignment of 122 bags of white was offered at £615.8 
per ton but was passed in.. Consignments of brown onions at Darling 
Harbour amounted to 7 trucks. These vie---o cleared at £17.0.0 to 
£180.0 per ton.,, 

Smallep consignments  of oaten chaff,  

Arrivals of oaten chaff totalling 141 trucks were lighter, 
Rates were slightly higher as follows:- Medium £5.15,0 to £6.0.0, 
good. sound £5150 to £6150, Prime £6.10.0 to £7.10.0 with special 
lots at £n/01000  to £8O0 O 0 per ton. 	Nine trucks were offered at 
auction, prices ranging from 500 to £6.6.8 per ton0 

rke f or vh e at n chf af un chang, 

Consignments totalled 31 trucks. Little alteration in 
rates was noticed, buyers paying from £6,l0.0 to £9.0.0 per ton, 
according to quai.ty0 

Lucerne chaff dearer, 

Supplies of lucerne chaff amounted to 65 trucks. Demand 
was satisf.ciorir and rates were firmer. Closing rates were:- Good 
sound £8.0.0 to £810O. prime £7,00to £9.0.0, choice lots 
£8.00 to £9O.0 çer ton. 

Hay  supplies declinojsiderabl1 

Csignrent from the Maitland district totalled 46 
trucks 0 Rtoc were inclined to firm and during the period ranged 
as fo!i.ovrs - Inferior nw soft green £2.10.0 to £3.l0.0, new soft 
greon -E-4,, 5 ,0 to 5150, few dry at £600, also few special new 
soft green at £6100 to £7r100 per ton, 	upplies from other 
centres were much smaller, comprising 69 trucks as against 111 
trucks in January, The market showed little alteration and demand 
was good a, the following prices: Medium £5.00 to £5.5.0, good 
dry £5.l00 to £600, good. sound £6,0.0 to £8.10.0, prime £7.0.O 
to £9.00 and few extra £iO.0,0 to £10.10,0 per ton. Sales by 
auction included green grassy at £5.150, also 6 trucks derrick-
pressed of good to prime quality at £5.1,8 to £6.0.0 and soft 
green at. 0,15,0 per tong Only 14 bales viero received in Sussex 
Street br sea and these sold at £500 to £5.5.0 per ton. 

Lucerne dust ana.uoerne ou1try meal. 

Very 1iht supplies of lucerne duet brought £13.0.0 to 
£15.0,0 and lucerne poultry meal £160.0 per ton. 

/Oaten 
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Oaten and re hay. 

Arrivals of oaten hay totalled 10 trucks and 1 truck of 
rye hay was also avai1ab1e Choice rack oaten brought £10,0,0 
per ton and good sound tS.0.0 per ton. No price was disclosed for 
the rye hay. 

Fairly heavy arrivals of straw. 

Consignments amounted to 52 trucks and 40 bales and 
consisted of 41 trucks of oaten, 8 of wheaten and 3 of millet 
straw. During the month good quality oaten realised £5,0.0 and 
prime £7.0,0 to £7.10.0, wheaten £4.10,0 to6.0,O and millet 
£6,0.0 to £6.5.0 per ton, At auction, 1 truck of stained oaten 
brought £4.1O.0 per ton. 

Small s upp Ii e s of maize rain High values rule. 

.Very light supplies of local yellow maize arrived at 
Alexandria, only 517 bags being received. Sales of yellow were 
effected at 6/9 to 7/ per bushel. At auction 127 bags of inferior 
sold at 5/9 per bushel. Consignments from 0ueensland also were 
restricted; only 690 bags coming to hand, as against 2,291 bags in 
January. Sales were recorded at 7/3 per bushel for yellow. At 
auction, 137 bags of weevily Red realised 4/6 per bushel. 	In 
Sussex Street, 131 bags arrived by sea from the North Coast and 
sold at 6/- per bushel. 

Wheat 1n1iht S upy. 

Only 20 trucks were on offer ,durin the period. There 
was no F.A.. offered for sale but inferior was disposed of at 3/6 
and. 3/7 per bushel. Ten trucks vierc offered by auction, damaged 
and inferior 'lines selling at 2/8 to 3/4 per bushel. 

Supplies of oats decline. 

Arrivals of oats totalled 34 trucks. The bulk was 
disposed of by agents privately at undisc1oed rates. Five 
trucks offered at auction sold at 2/9 to 3/- per bushel. 

C.ELF. 
----000O000----. 
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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SALES 
AT CITY MUNICIPAL MARKET, SD 1Y. 

More apples available 

Generally supplies of apples were very light until 
towards the close of the month when con3ignnlents of local packs 
and interstate fruit increased: The principal dessert varieties 
from local sources were licIntosh RedaridGravenStein, while 
Jonathans were comingforward more freely, prior to the close of 
February- High rates wore. 'paid fQr all lines, but with heavier 
supplies coining for-,..-,-ard Valios weio reeding. Culinary lines of 
Grann Smith, Cleopatra aid London Pippn met .a keen inçuiry and 
ralisations were w.11 ábovo normaL At times there, was a saroity 
of these packs with the result that soliers had 'little difficulty 
in obtaining as much as 25/. per bushel fdr best lots. 

Onali consignment of icroster Pa.rn2ain, Aifriston 
and 'Alexander varetie was received from Tasmania. All lines 
cleared quickly.,,Wôrc'esters selling to 25/- per cae. 

• Sppliesfrora Tueens land consisted of Jonathan, Delicious 
and Granny Snuth Both Jonathans and Granny Smiths solo. Nell, but 
recuett for el.Lcious was eomeihat restricted owing to the lack of 
colour n oct Iines A number of varieties was received from South 
Austali, including Jonathans. 

Choic o pears inrequest. 

The supply of pears thathly comprised Williams. Fairly 
heavy ,consi.gnxners were received from Victoria, while the 
qantities from orchards in. this State increased considerably. 
Demand .Was good for choice, 'green packs and values generally were 
steady 'at up to .4/-per bushel. Ripe lot2 and levi grade packs 
were slow to clear at times. A few small consignments of Howell 
and Packhani Triumph pears were, .received, but marketing of these 
varieties is not expected tobeome •gonori until the bulk of the 
Ji1larns are.clearedk 

Orano scarce. 	 , 

There was a keen rocuest for the small supplies of 
Valencia orang. pom,ng on to the market from coastal and the 
Murrwl3bidgee Irrigatibn Area groves. The coiling price was raised 
to 32/- per bushel and practically all standard packs of regular 
trade counts sold at this rate throughout the month. A fgi;j lines 
of very snall fruit and plain grades wore the exceptions. 
Occasional consignments of intermediate crop Navels came to hand 
and lIttle difficulty Was experienced in effecting disposals at up 

to 32/ per bushel* 

/Variable a a & a 
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jab le demand for lemons 

The market for lemons was somewhat irregular. Inquiry at 
times was keen and prices reached high levels, while on other 
occasions request was dull and stocks accmnulated.. he keeping 
quality of a large proportion of supp1Ie was poor, considerable 
breakdown occurring shortly after reaching the selling floors. 
Purchases of large quantities by factories materially improved 
the position at one stage, when a marked iniprovemerit in price 
levels followed. 

Improved market for bananas at closing. 

Considerable quantities of heat damaged bananas were held 
on floors during early February. This fruit had a depressing effect 
on values of trade lines and it was not until clearances were made 
that the market improved Demand was brighter during the latter 
half of the month and satisfactory prices were realised.. 

Pineapp]e_ul1es increase - lower prices rule. 

With only light supplies of pineapples on offer on the 
1st February prices were very firm, choice packs selling to 28/ 
with occasional specials. 30/- per case. A further rise in values 
was recorded following the receipt of a light consLnment on 
Thursday, 4th February, when up to 3$/ per cese was obtained. 

The market was not maintained, however, as the very large 
quantities which arrived in subsequent consignments brought about 
a sharp fall in values. The presence of water blister was responsi.e 
for low rates being accepted for many packs. 

Peaches soil well.  
Supplies of peaches were mainly from inland districts as 

the coastal crop finished early in the month. Some very attractive 
packs of the Hales variety were on offer and up to l/ per 	h alf- 
case was realised. Consignments from the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Ares, were mainly canning varieties and prices generally were at 
lower levels than those ruling for other inlan4 lots 

iality nectarines :in demand. --- 	- 
Many of the nectarines 

amount of brea.kdovJn and much loss 
at satisfactory pries 

forward showed a considerable 
resulted. Sound fruit sold well 

Grapes In request. 

There was a.good demand for local Kiscatol grapes and 
although values receded slightly when suppliosreached their peak 
the trond was upward subsequently. The bulk of inland grapes 
arrived from the Mu.rrumbidgoo Irrigation Area and comprised both 

/Muscatel 



usOatel and Waltham Crs.ãnd a few other varieties.. Most lines 
sold-steadily and rates showed fluctuations largely owing to the 
varying quality and condition of supplies. 

Water melons clear satisfactorliX. 

The high temperatures ruling during the greater part of 
the month created a brisk inquiry for wt&± melons and prices 
consderab1y.above norniI were obtained for. choice medium to large 
sizes. 

Heavy supplies of.cntaIotipes were received from the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area and as good deriand ruled, very 
satisfactory clearances were effected. 

Effects of weather on voEetablepductipn. 

Continued dry weather, together with high temperatures, 
caused a considorablo decline in supplies of vegetables, noticeably 
from gardens within the County of Cumbe±'land,and values of a 
number of lines sihowed an upward trend 

Quality was also affected. Relatively few choice beans 
were included in daily supplies and towards the close of February 
a falling-off in the condition of peas from western areas was 
apparent. 

S1iesof locally grown beans decline - 
- vues advance, 

The market for beans showed improvement so far as 
values were concerned. This could be accounted for mainly as a 
result of declining supplies. Fairly large quantities of medium 
to low grade lines were available early in the month but demand 
for these was restricted and the daily carryover waz heavy, In 
a number of instances the quality was so poor that no offer 
wore forthcoming, and the beans became a total loss. Later, however,  
daily consignments were very light andonlyrelativly small 
quantities remained unsold after each day's trading. 	Choice 
descriptions were in rec.ueat at all times and owing to the 
limited offerings prices rose to high levels, up to 25/- per 
bushel and at times more being paid for outstanding quality lines. 

The first consignment of Victorian beans reached the 
market towards the close of February. Despite the lengthy period 
taken in transit most lots opened up in reasonably good condition 
and very satisfactory prices were obtained. Supplies that 
followed were of much inferior quality, many being badly affected 
by fungus 'diseases with the result that dspols were difficult 
toeffect even at low prices. 

/Iatos. 
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Rates for peas improve 

The market for peas was weak early in February owing to 
the heavy supplies on offer and a somewhat restricted demand.-
Prices dropped to the lowest levels for some time. Many lines could 
not be sold to the retail trade and an opportunity was provided for 
canners to secure fairly large quantities at 4/ per bushel. 
Purchases were also made for Army requirements. 

This position did not Continue and values from mid-  
February generally were much better. Towards the close prices were 
firm at up to 16/- per bushel while higher rates were realised for 
occasional extra choice lots 

The bulk of cons i.nments was showing the effects of the 
prcloried dry, hot spell and much "yellowing off" was noticeable 
late in the month. Heat in transit was another factor affecting 
quality, this being particularly noticeable in supplies from the 
New England. 

Market for cabbages improves. 

Demand for cabbages was somewhat quiet early in the month 
owing to the plentiful supplies of peas and- beans, and the relative-
1 low prices ruling for these vegotbles With the decline in 
receivals of most green vegetables request. improvd and values 
showed an upward trend, advancing-to'-1/ pe dozen for choice 
heads, The greater proportiozi of supplies was only of medium qual-
ity and some very poor quality lots were forward at times. 

Marked variation in quality of tomatoes.  

Locally grown tomatoes formed the greater percentage of 
offerings, consignments from southern Queensland being light, 
although increasing. The c'uaiity of -local packs varied considerably 
and a wide-range of.prices ruled. Many lots matured rapdly and as 
-there was little inquiry f or ripe tomatoes, cleai'anees had .o be 
made to factories. Choite semi-coloured lines genert1ly,  oldWe1l 
and realised up to 16/- per. half bushel, while as .much as 20/- was 
paid for a few specials. Supplies from inland d1stro -S were more 
noticeable but few packs compared with the best from around the 
Metropolitan area. 

Carrots more plentiful. 

There was a change in the rates foi1 carrots under Prices 
Control Regulations on 22nd February, when loose lots we±'e 
adinced to 25/.. per cvrt. .eonipared with the previous fixed price 
of U8/ per cwt. Prices of bunched lines, also, were--raised from 
5/6 to s/ per dozen of 36 lb., including tops Following the 
iicrease supplies were more plentifui particularly bunched lots. 

- 	
- 	 R.M. 

- 	- 
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"7HOLESALE PRICE OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES 
IN SYDNEY (N.s '1.) DURiNG FEBRTfl.RY, 1943,. 

AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 31st AUCT3ST, 1939 

The following table gives particulars of the range of 
prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State Marketing 
Bureau in respect of various commodities for the periodindicated:- 

Coiodity 

Wheat: Home Consumption 
Bulk - per bushel 

Flour 	per ton 

Bran 	per ton 

Pollard U 

Eggs (Hen) - per dozen 

Buttei (Choice) - per cwt. 

Cheese 
Loaf 	per lb. 
Large it H 

Special Brands - per lb. 

• £4.5.O 

C\ 	0Z6,  %J 
rA U 

2/- 1/- 

139/4d (unchaned) 161/2d 

i/oa lid 
1/- 10-ad 

1/id 	1/34 1/2a 

	

Feb 	-r 1943 	31st Aug us t, 1939 

	

From 	To 

3/11d (unchanged) 	2/4d 

£lO4.2 	 £5l2.3 
(plts 2.810 tax) 	(plus Z6,2,9 tax) 

February, 1943 	200thAuust,139 

From To 	 From To 
Pigs. (Abattoir Sales) 
Good to Print per head: 

21/6 	51/6 31/3 40/6 
37/6 	57/6 39/6 44/6 
43/3 	71/6 43/6 57/6 
54/6 	77/5 50/6 54/6 

£3.9.6 	£5l7.6 60/6 75/6 
(e;:tra heavy to £6.0.0) 

$I600.0 	£12.18.0 £4.5.O £8.lO..O 

The pi 	sales nearest to the 31st Auust,1939, 
were tho 	held on 29th August, 1939w 

----0000000---- 

L'orkers: 
xtra light 

Light 
Medium weight 
Heavy 

3aconers 

Baokfatt ers 

Note: 
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