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HIGHLIGHES

By Order issued 6th January, 1943, a grower shall
not distribute, sell, supply, deliver, remove, use, consume
or otherwise dispose of citrus fruits (excluding Navel
oranges and mandarins) except with the consent of the
Controller or Deputy Controller of Defence Foodstuffs.

The New South Wales Egg Marketing Board's annual
report for the pool year ended 30th May, 1942, discloses
that the quantity of eggs controlled by the Board during
the perlod totalled 38,535,037 dozens. This 1s an all time
record but 1t has to be remembered that the Board assumed
control of that part of the State outside the Counties of
Cumberland and Northumberland and the Shires of Nattal and
Wollandillg from 3rd November, 1941, and thus during portion
of the pool year additional producing areas were drawn upen.

The Milk Board begins inquiry into costs: of
distribution of milk,

The reduction of 6d per bushel in the iﬁioe of
wheat for stock feed purposes 1s to continue until 30th June,
1945, It 1s reported that the estimated cost to the Federal
Government will be £150,000, : d : '

The Australian Wheat Board announces arrangements

have been made for paying 4/- per bushel (bagged basis) to
all growers 1n respect of which the Wheat Stabilisation

Board has issued the necessary authority. '

The Minister for Post War Reconstruction has
announced the appointment of a Rural Reconstruction Commission
which the Minister states "has been given a wide charter to
investigate problems associated with primapy industry generally’

-.“
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CONTROL OF SECOND HAND CASES.

'The urgent necessity for effective conservation of
supplies of used fruit and vegetable cases was brought about by
the war. Even before the outbreak of hostilities the guestion of
obtaining adequate supplies of cases was occasioning fruit-
growing and fruit-handli interests much concern. After having
been used once for the sale of fruit many of the cases were never
returned to the fruit-seller or frult-grower, but found thelr way
into other industries for such diverse purposes as the packing of
glassware, groceries and other commodities in no way connected
with the fruit industry which provided the cases. A great deal
of wastage was also occasioned by the destruction of cases by
utilisation as firewood, etc.

Since the war commenced the position has been aggravated
by the fact that importations of timber for fruit cases from
North Amorica and elsewhere have virtually ceased.

The foregoing circumstances illustrate the necessity
for maximum utilisation of second hand fruit cases and the
desirability of keeping, as far as is practicable, frult cases

~within the frult and vegetable industries for repeated use, thus
obviating their loss to these industries through diversion into
other channels or by unnecessary destruction. They also glve
point to representations which were made to the Minister for
Agriculture by fruit-growing and allied interests for the intro-
duction of leglslation aimed at the conservation of second hand

cases.,

The solution of similar problems which arose in Queens-
land was sought in that State by the passing of "The Second Hand
Fruit Cases Act of 1940", being "an Act to conserve, control and
adjust supplies of second hand fruit cases". Under that Act a
Seeond Hand Fruilt Cases Cormittee is set up which is empowered to
license dealers in second hand cases and to limit the business of
such dealing to dealers so licensed. The Act also provides that
no person other than a grower of frult and/or vegetables may
purchase or otherwise obtain.any second hand fruit cases, or use
any second hand frult cases for the purpose of containing any
goods other than fruit or vegetables purchased, sold or supplied
by the case, except with pormission from the Committee.

A draft bill along the lines of the Queensland Act was
prepared to meet the position 1n this State, but:provision was
also made to control second hand bags, Further, provision was

e also made under which the sterilisation of cases or bags might
e ““be required. X R ' '
8 ¥ s
After very full consideration, however, it became
apparent that difficulties arising out of or made acute by the war
4 /oouldee. ..
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could best be met in New South Wales by regulation rather than by
special enactment. It was thought that special matters are apt.to
require variations of treatment from time to time at short notice
and that this could much more easily be accomplished by amendment
of Regulations than by amendment of an Aet of Parliament. In view
of the faet that the Commonwealth Government had issued an Order

under the National Security Regulations to control second hand bagg
the ineclusion in the New South Wales Order of provision to deal
with such containers was rendered unnecessary,

In Victoria the position was met by regulations made
under the National Security (Emergency Power§ Acts which simply
prohibit the use of any second-hand fruit case otherwise than for
the purpose of containing fruit or vegetables and the damaging or
destruction of any second-hand fruit cases except (in both
instances ) under permit from an Officer of the Department of
Agriculture. it -

It was finally decided to take agbion in New South
Wales under the National Security (General) Regulations and the
following Order No. 27 was made by the Premier under Regulation
35A on the 27th November, 1942,

; "I, The Honourable William John McKell, Premier
of the State of New South Wales, in pursuance of the powers
‘conferred upon me by Regulation 354 of the National Security
(General) Regulations under the National Security Act, 1930~
'1940, of the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia,

. _and after consultation with the Minister of State for Home

. .Sedéurity and with tho Commandant of the Military Distriet in

which this Statc is comprised or included, do by this my Order

meke tho following provisions -

©1,This Order, as amended from time to time, may bo.citod as
.+ .. the Second Hand Fruit Cascs Order, 1942, :

_2; In this Order, unless the contrary intention appears =

"Department of Agricu;ture"fmeans the; Department of Agriculture
of the State of New South Wales.

"Minister" maans;ministeerf Agriculture of the State of New
South Wales,

“Second-hanﬁ case dealer! means a person who carries on
business, whether alone or in conjunction with any other
business, of buylng and sclling second-hand fruit cases,
®Second-hand frult ¢asé" means a case of the description and
measurement set forth in tho Schedule to this Order which

hag been used for the packing of frult or vegetables,
/sl l_q.li
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3, o person shall sell or supply any second-hand fruit case to
any person who is not - '

{a; a bona fide fruitgrower or vegetable grower; or
b) a second-hand case dealer who has registered his
name and address under Clause Five of this Order,

except under and in accordance with a permit in writing 1ssued
by an officer of the Department of Agriculture authorised in
that behalf by the Minister.

4, No person shall =

(a) use any second-hand frult case otherwise than for the
purpose of containing fruit or vegetables; or
(b) damage or destroy any second-hand fruit case,

except under and in accordance with a permit in writing issued
by an officer of the Department of Agriculture authorised in
that behalf by the Minister.

5., Every second-hand case dealer shall within one month af'ter the
date upon which this Order takes effect or within one month
after commencing in business as a second-hand case dealer
register with the Minister his full name and the address of his
place of business.

6. A second-hand case dealer shall if so required by the Minister
by notice in writing under his hand or under the hand of an
officer of the Department of Agriculture authorised by him in
that behalf furnish to the Minister within the time specified in
the notice such particulars in respect of second-hand frult
cases which are or have been in the possession or control of
the second-hand case dealer as are required by the notice.

7. (1) Any person authorisSed in that behalf by the Minister (whether
generally or in any particular case/ may enter and inspect any
land, or premlses,. books, accounts, documents and records for the
purpose of ascertalning whether the provisions of this Order have
been complied with. ' -

(2) No person shall obstruct or hinder any person so authorised
in the execution 'of his powers under this clause.

8. Nothing in clauses three or four of this Order shall apply (a) to
any member of any of the Armed Forces of His Majesty or of any
Power which is allied or assoclated with His Majesty in any war in
which His Majesty 1s or may be engaged whilst such member is act-
ing in the course of his duties;n%b? to any sale or supply of a
second-hand frult case to by or in pursuance of an agreement with
the Commonwealth or any Power Which is allled or assoclated with
His Majesty in any war in which His Majesty is or may be engaged.

9, This Order shall take effect on and from the twenty-seventh day &

November, one thousand nine hundred and forty=-two,
/SCHEDUIE s...s
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SCHEDUIE
Description of Case. Inside Measurements.
One bushel case 18 inches long by 8%inches wide
_ by 14%1 inches deep.
One bushel case (with or 18 inches long by 1l% inches widgd
without hinged 1id) by 10z inches deep.
One-half bushel oase 18 inghes long by 8%sinches wide
by 7% inghes deep.
One-half bushel case (with 18 inches long by 11F inches widg
or without hinged 1id) by 5% inches deep:
One-guarter bushel case 133 inches long bj'ib% inches

wide by 4 inches deep.

Orange crate (two bushels) 242 inches long by 133 inches
wide by 13z inches deep.

Melon erate 242 inches long by 113 irighes
wide by 1l inches deepd’

Signed at Sydnay this twentieth day of November,
one thousand nine hundred and forty=-two.

S WS MOKBLL -
R Premie;q.'

———

Tt will be noted that special provision has been made
that the Order shall not apply to the Armed Forces or to any sale
or supply of second-hand fruilt cases to, by or in pursuance of an
agreement with the Commonwealth., A oonsiderable number of cases of
frult are sent to the various military establishments -and 1t 1s
possible that a substantial proportion of these cases is not
required for military purposes., The New South Wales Minister for
Agriculture has approached the Minister for the Army requesting
that he make arrangements that second-hand fruit cases not
required by the Army be protected from damage and deterioration as
faf as possible and made available for further use by fruilt and
. vegetable growers either direect in accordance with their reguire-
ments or through registered second~hand case dealers. :

' It is hoped that by co-operation of all interests
associated with the second-hand case trade it will be practicable
to effect a very considerable saving in cases and that fruit and
vegetable growers will experience & minimum of difficulty in
obtaining their supplles. ' ' :

X «e==0000000~===
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SAIES OF LIVESTOCK LT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

INCREASED SUPPLIES (OF CATTIE AND PIGS; SMALLER
T YARDINGS OF SHEEP AND LANB

] % " [

Smaller consignments of sheep and lambs.

Supplies of sheep and lambs were considerably lighter.:
Restricted truckings due to adverse weather conditions, the heavy
marketing of lambs in the past few months and the advent-of the
Christmas holidays could all be regarded as contributin% factors,
Pennings aggregated 334,579 head or a deeline of about 122,000
head on November's total.

Moderate offering of-good mutton.

A moderate number of good wethers and ewes was available
but supplies generally were of medium to good trade standard. Prime
heavy wethers were in relatively short supply, but heavy ewes of
good to prime grade were fairly well supplied. Light trade ewes and
wethers comprised a fair percentage of available aupplies.

Fairlg_atsadv market for sheeg.

The market for grown sheep did not: fluetuate to such a .
marked degree as during the previous month, dlthough somé irregul-
arities occurred. At the opening sales values did not vary
appreciably but subsequently lower prices generally ruled a
decline of up to 1/= per head being evident.

At later sales good quality wethers sold reasonébly well
and rates mostly were unchanged but plainer grades and all classes
of ewes were about 1/~ per hoad cheaper. .About mid-December a

‘further fall of 1/- per heoad took place in values of ewes. From
_“then on-until the end of the.period values:-of sheep improved, ewes
““and 1light wethers being from 1/- to 2/- dearer, but owing to a

somewhat slow demand for heavy wethers, closing auctions.were

marked by a somewhat weaker tendency for thlS class of shaep.

11

Some actual sales arc givon hareunder.-
First Week =%

Good trade. 46 1b. wethers (skin’ 3/6) made 17/3 per. head or 324 per 1b.
" 42 1b. ewes 2/-) 13/4 3id it

Second Weok

Good heavy 58 1b, wethers (skin 5/) ) made 18/4 per. head or 23d per 1b.
" $rade 40 1b. ( ‘3fe) *" v 12/% : 5-.&1 "
" it 44 1b., ewes ( ] 5/_ " 15/5 i ll n 2%d 3w

/Third Week sess
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Good trade 40 lb. wethers (skin 4/6 ‘made. 15/6 pex. Yie&d or Sld per - 1ok
#  heavy trade 46 lb.awaa( /8. 1B/ L ) "

Fourth Waek and Closing Auctions.\

- _..... s

Good trade 44 1b. wethers E kin 4/6} made 16/8 per ne a or 3*& per 1b
(3 38 “1b: ‘ewes ' : (- D AL 117 i ' 3id "
heavy ‘rade 5515, owes ( 2/6) " 14/11 " .J g 23q 0w

Avena“e cost of mntton pra.ct:lc:t.‘..l‘.'fr unchanged .

Good light trade wothers realised from 3d to 3#d per 1b.
with odd lines to 3%d, and heavy wathors 274 to 3id, Good light
trade owes were worth from 2id to 3id and heavy Z;d to 25d, but in
some 1nstancaa prime lirht ewe mutton made de per 1b

' .. ‘Some of tho best wethers available sold to aﬁ/- ‘per head
but for thc most part prices ranged from 13/« to 20/~ per head,
Ewes ‘generally were disposed of at from 10/= to 18/= but odd lines
realised .20/=. Medium to plain sheep were obtained at relatively
lower pricec. o RO Sk, Rl % Dt

Ligater_xardings of lambs.

= R Tha numberb of suckers and lambs auctioned uhcwed a'‘harp
fall, a total of: 177,691 ‘head being yarded, compared with 277,931
during the previous month. The. general cuality of the offerinf*~'
was very falr, although medium to' plain lambs were faiprly meli Th'
evidenoe.

Llnw =

Ratos fnr lambs improve. RSt B ' B \?

N

T Apart from an’ advance of’ l/- to l/u var heud aarly ‘'
the month, values remeined falrly steady until the elooing sales
when pﬂices again advanced by per head. _ o

. Soma of thm actual sale- which were raoorded are indioated
‘below:=

‘Firet Week

Good trade 35 1b. sugkers iskiﬁ,ﬁ/ﬁ made 23/10 each or 7id per 1b,
.'_I. iy, he“v-y 33 > § S RRECY b ¢ 5-/_ i ”6/-'_-'_ . _:,. 6"13. & O

Socond WGek

Good trade 33 1lb. suckers {skin 6/6; made 25 /8 each or zid per ;b.
{4 . heavy 38 1b.' ST Bl O R
i . " Btk ." '-_"'.\ HE S

e /Tl:ﬂ4 dWOGk se e
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Third Week

.+ .. Cood trade 35 1lb. suckers (skin 5/6) made 235/5 each or 62d per 1b,
EL 0T N poavy 38 1b, " E W Z;S; i 34;__ S D
Fourth Week and Closing Auctions. -

Good trade 36 1b. suckers (skin 3/6) made 24/11 each or 7d per 1lb
Prime heavy 48 1lb, lambs ( " 5/8) ™ 28/11 # 0 glg 0 W

Dearer lamb.

In some instences prime light suckers made up to 7.d per
1b. or about §d per 1lb. more -than the best price obtained in the
previous month. For the greater Eart of the perilod, however, good
light suckers cost from 6zd to 74d per 1b. and heavy grades 5gd
to 62d. Prime heavy lambs were worth from 5d to 6d and light from
52d to 6%d per 1lb, It might be noted that rates were about zd per
1b. dearer at closing sales than at the earlier auctions.

| Extra good quality lambs and suckers realised from 26/-
to 30/~ per head, but most of the drafts submitted sold at from
20/- to 26/« per head, with medium to plain descriptions making
from 10/« to 18/-. -

Increased conﬂignments'of inferior cattle. .

Substantial supplies, of. cattle continued to arrive during
December, the yardings aggrogating 16,275 head, ineluding 1,410
auctioned in the store section. The total was somewhat less than
receivals during the previous month but theére were nine sale days
in that period, while at the auctlon on Chrigtmas Eve only 374 head
werec submitted. st : PETL imi s

An increase in the percentage of inferlor qualilty stock
was & pronounced feature. On several occasions the general quality
was disappointing, lightweight stock of indifferent breeding being
all too plentiful, A considerable improvement, however, became
apparcnt late in the month and the general standard on the final
sale day was very satisfactory and more In‘keeping with the improv-
ed pastoral position throughout the State,. Excellent rains were
again experienced in many districts, particularly in the northern
half of the State.

Irrezular supplies of bullocks .

Bullocks made & good showing during the final week when
. many good trade to prime light and medium weights were submitted.
Yardings otherwise were only fair, Only odd heavy bullocks were
submitted. A slightly weaker market was in evidencc at opening but
values soon recovered and, for the remcinder of the month, were
foirly steady. For the most part, quotations for good to primo

/bullocks sese
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bullocks werci= Medium weight ‘45/- to 48/=; light 47/~ to 50/- ﬁ;
100 1b, Average rates were slightly below those of November.

Steers plentiful. pud ? A

Steers were plentiful throughout the period and light-}
weights greatly predominated. A considerable improvement in
quality occurred towards the elose of the month. ¢ market was
fairly steady and quotations mostly ranged from 48/- to 54/= per|
100 1b., The highest rate during the period was 56/- per 100 1b.

Cows well supplied.

Supplies of cows were most variable, nevertheless this
class was well in evidence on most sale days. (Quality generally
was only fair, although, on occasions, a noticeable percentage
was of good trade to prime description. Heavy cows werse well
reprosented. The market was steady and rates ' for the most part
were := Heavy 36/= to 42/-, light 40/~ to 43/= per 100 1lb. The
market showed a small advance on the final sale daye. -

Steady demand for heifers.

Heifers made a failr showing, although on some occaslo
prime sorts were obtainable in odd lots only. Demand was steady
and sales of good tradeé to prime lines were effected at the
equivalent of from 45/- to 52/- per 100 1b.

Prime vealers scarce.

Truckings of vealers were variable, both as to numbers
and quality. Generally, however, supplies were moderate. From a
guality standpoint the hedvier vealers were tho best. Prices we
fairly steady at from 53/- to 60/= per 100 1b, until the close
the month when a sharp rise ogcurred, prime descriptions ranging
to 67/- per 100 1b, _

Cattle market steady at slightly lower level.

Average values of cattle showed a small reduction when
compared with the November rates, but the market generally was
steady.

Increased supplies of pigs avgilabla;

Consigmnments of pigs for auction were extremely
irregular. Average pennings,’ however, showed an inerease when
compared with those of the previous month and the aggregate for
the five sale days amounted to 9,509 head, of which 4,601 were
received by raill, ; ok ' :

/Swine Fev



Swine Fever outbrealk,

The month of Deecember, 1942, proved very unfortunate for
producers, particularly those located about the Sydney Metropolitan
Area or County of Cumberland, The marketing posltion and conditions
generally were most favourable in the first half of the period, bdbut
subsecuently circumstances were such as to change the whole future
outlook. In the firct place industrial trouble at the Homebush
Avattoirs brought about a sudden drop in values of most classes of
pigs. Then followed an announcement by the Department of Commerce
that the Australian Meat Industry Commissgion intended to regulate
prices of pig meats early in 1943. The rates in the schedule of
values were considerably below current market prices and consterna-
tion reigned amongst producers, many expreéscing the opinion that
production would be adversely affected. During the third week an
outbreak of Swine Fever was detoscted and at the close of the
period the whole of the County of Cumberland was under guarantine.
Some 30,000 pigs are held within this area aond even il the spread
of the disease 18 checked many thousands of plgs will be lost,

At present pigs may only be removed from holdings for sale for
slaughtering and then under permit., All pigs on holdings on which
Swine Fever 1s detected must be destroved. Many produgers rusghed
their pigs to operators and it is reported that they were obliged
to accept prices well below those prevailing at the Saleyards. The

present outlook for the local producer i& therefore rather a gloomy

one. It is feared that many will be forced out of buciness, which
is most unfortunate when it is considered that pig production is
already insufficlent for recuirements. :

R =~
Record pricesg for 1izht porker:s.

Zxcept on the first sale day, popkers were well supplied
and guality generally was falrly good, liedium weight, however, made
the best showing while prime lightwoights were sometimea difficult

‘to secure, A very firm demand prevailed during the sarly part of

the perlod and the peak level of valucs reaohadzjha pravious month
wag exceeded for light porkers, Thesc sold to 62/6 for 50 1lb. and
67/6 for 60 1b. Valuwos of hexvior porker: showed a small reduction,
A weaker demand prevailod on subsequent salc days and rates
doclined progressively., By the final sals day the total drop in
prices was substantial in all clasges, quotations for prime pigs
bi%ng:- 50 1b. to 45/6: 60 lb. to 52/6; 80.1b. to &7/6; 90 1b. to
71/6.

Baconer values decline.

Moderate numbers of bacdoners were forward but there was
a substantial decline in the consignments of heavy descriptions.
Juality generally was satisfactory, The bacon market contlnued to
weaken, although values were steady during the two early salec.
At closing, however, the best price for beconers was £5.11.6 per
head, All grades of good to prime gqualit; were quoted at 8d to 8id
per 1b, on this eszle day compared with rates ranging to 10id early
in the perlod. )

/..T..A'.Shtor R
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Lighter supplies of backfatters.

ST _ Consignments of backfatters were moderato durinz the
L4 "first half of the period whon a notiecable proportion was of

- prime .grade. Lator, however, supplies were very limited and prime
plgs were difficult to secure, A very strong demand prevailed
early and values were at peak leyels, quotations boing:= 250/350 1b.
7d to 8id per 1b; 350 and over 6xd to 8d por 1lb, These values, i
however, were not maintained and at closing 63d per 1lb. was the
best price obtained. ;

. G.C. & J.W,
====0000000====

FRUIT AND VEGETABIE SAIRS

AT CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY.

Firm market for new season's apples. A ekt

{ il 1 f " ’ E
' Only limited supplies of apples from ¢ool stores were
avallable and the final consiznment of Board stoeks was recelived
during Christmas week, Keen inquiry ruled and maximum prices were
realised for bost packs of Granny Smith, Demoerat and Yates,
Average realisations for all varieties and sizes averaged 22/-
per bushel for the first half of December and 24/= subsequently.

Small consignments of new season's apples from coastal
orchards were available towards the close of the month. A fow woll
coloured Carringtons sold to 40/~ per bushel, Cooking varieties
met zngood inquiry and 25/- per case and oceasionally moro Was
obtained. :

Few poars on offer.

agid The small quantities of pears received from Viectoria
eanly in the'month cleared culekly, and the market was bare until
- the arrival of ‘a few bushels of new season's Clapp's Favourite
towards the end of December. Supplies of the variety mentioned and
Williams are expected to be more plentiful from about mid-January.

All stone fruits sell well,

A considerable proportion of the cherries from the Orange
and Young districts showed rain damage. Some lines had to be sold
to factories but generally little difficulty was experienced in
disposing of supplies, The doubt expressed earlier in the season
regarding the ban on "faced" packs being likely to affect sales
was not borne out and average realisations were well above normal,

: Supplies of peaches showed a gradual inerezse, but the
quantities available rarely exceeded demend. The high rates ruling
early in Decomber could not be maintained, n- ertheless realisa-

tions for choicest packs were very satisfactc 'y and generally
; WOree.s.
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were around 12/- to 14/- per half-case, No interstate fruit was
on offer but consignments from Victoria were expected to reach the
merket early in January. s v

The bulk of the apricots on offer was from the Murrumbid-
gee Irrigation Area., Apart from some consiznments which showed
breakdown, the general quality was satlsfactory and good clearances
wore offected. ILate in the month this source of supply was exhauste-
ed and only small quantities from other districts were obtainable;
"prices advanced in consequence,

Receivals of plums were light on most days; compared with
other seasons, only relatively small guantities had to be disposed
of to jam factorles, Choice, large fruit met a good request at all
times and values mainly were well above average.

Valencia oranges in light supply.

The market for Valencia oranges was somewhat quiet early
in December and values were easier. Towards the closc of the month
there was a marked decline in supplies. With good inquiry ruling

prices’ firmed and advanced to 26/6d per bushel for the main sclling

“t .pfzes of standard packs., On some days buyers were unable to secure

< sufficient quantities for -their requirements. At closing, prices
'“appeared likely to rise to higher levels.

;;;;

'ffﬁcolouréd lomons sell well.

) b Demand for lemons was principally for coloured lots, and
values showed a marked advance towards the end of December. Green
~ packs met a restricted incuiry owing to many lines lacking keeping

Soquality. BT AR

Pineapples reallise high prices.

Consignments of pineapples varied, the largest being
slightly over 3,000 cases, while only 237 casec arrived on Thursday,
17th December. As no supplies came to hand during the period
21st to 28th December, the market for available stocks was very
firm, prices ranging to 36/« per case and occasionallr more.
Throughout the month, the range of values wais maintained at

~high levels.

Supplios of bananas heavier and values gonerally casier.

: Increased quantities of bananas were aviilable and
generally prices were lower than thoce ruling in November,
During the second week of December much ripe frult was in _
evidence and low rates were accepted to enable disposals to be
offocted, Values of trade lines were also lowor, but, with the
clearance of ripe lots, therc was an upward trend in prices.
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Green vegctable prices lower at -close of December.

' 1072 Rates for green vegetables were maintained at comparatively
high levels. until just prior to the Christmas season, when supplles
increased considerably, particularly of ' peas and béans, and an
appreciable fall in prices followed.

')..

The market for beans was satisfastor -for the first three

", weeks of .December and choice:linas ranged in price from 10/ to 20/«

per bushel. Subsequently the position changéd guickly as deliveriles
to agents!' floors exceeded 2,000 bags for some days; 1n addlition,

‘large quantities were on offer-in the growers! séction of the market

., and values slumped. -Apart from choice 'lots, demand was limited and

o |

meny lines were unsaleable. - The market' showed ‘slight improvement

for best quality offerings.just prior td the close ‘of ‘the month but
inquiry for lower grades continued dull and daily carryovers were
heavy. Jaik L T 0 TSRS o

Ti JFrices ofzpqaa-decline owing to heavier supplies.”

* .. - Consignméents of peas varied considerably but generally
the: quantitles available were .not sufficient to result in any
subgtantial fall in values until the 23rd December, when 5,000 bags

' were forward. Included in this supply were many lots from the New

M

.. it was difficult to obtain above 8/- for choice lots.

England which were delayed in transit and opened up in a sweated

condition. Low prices had to be accepted to enable theso stocks to
bo cloared. Receivals continued heavy until- the ‘close of the month,
daily totals exceeding 2,000 bags. Rates at the beginning of December |
rangdd.to 24/- and occasionally 26/~ per budhel, while at the close

Supplles were received prineipally from Central Tableland

districts, New England and Vigtoria. There was only limited buying

for canneries, Le : :

Tomatoes realisse peak rateg for the year. -

i . Generally stocks of tomatoes- were only light to moderate.
Merketing of the'glasshouse crop was sompleted about mid-December
and other supplies comprised mostly local fleld grown, North Coast
and’Balranald lots., Demand for choice lots was brisk at times and
exceptionally high prices ruled, peak levels being-reached on 23rd
December, whon up to 45/= per holf-case was obtalned for selected
local packs. Somé coloured North Coast: lots also reallsed above 40/ =
per half-casé, The Balranald consignments in the main were of
indifferent quality, much grub: infestdtlion and in some instances
breakdown, being in evidence. A small percentage of supplies of a
smooth skin variety opened up in-good:condition and reallsed

reasonably satisfactory prices but rates for'many lines were very

loWesoo
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low, Stocks carried over during the Christmas holiday period
matured rapldly under the hot conditions prevailing and in some
instances an over~ripe stage was reached. Losses were occasioned
and a good deal of repacking was necessary., 7ith additional:
conslunments available at the opening of bualness after the
holidays, values had to be lowered and many lots were sold cheaply.
The market remained weak until ripe stocks werec cleared amd rates
then showed an upward tendency. .

Cabbages in light supplry.

Supplies of cabbages were comparativaly 1ight. Gonsign-
ments from the Moss Vale district generally were of good quality
and at times selected "heads™ sold to 24/- per dozen. WAith heavy

! stocks of peas and beans available late in December demand for
cabbages was somewhat restricted and values declined, medlum to
lower grade lots being slow to clear.

Lettuce plentiful.

There was a marked increase in suppliss of lettuce and
difficulty was experienced in effecting disposals on some days and
rates remained low throu: shout the greater part of tho month.

In the bunched vegetablu section, parsn_ps were well
supplied but carrots were insufficlent to meet requirements,
Beetroot supplies declined towards the end of the month and prices

0y firmed. Spinach met a slow inquiry when beans and peas were
4" plentiful and low rates, ruled.

£ olicw (BN Yon1% small consignments of loose carrots came to hand and
b i incuiry was brisk: The market was- practically bare of swede turnips
"1 ™% nd sweet potatoes late in Dedomber, ;

- 4 4 P R'M.
HSC Y ; . —===0000000 === .

According to a report issued by the Victorian Departmant
,of Agriculture on 18th Jenuary, 1943, very heavy wheat yields have
" Yeen obtained in the Wimmera distrlct and the outlogl in all other
*4; districts is satisfactory. “,Vv
M ENG Whereas the October forecast was 38 million bushele, it
is now estimated that the Vietorian wheat crop may reach
42 million bushels,

Wl
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ALEXANDRIA RAILWAY GOODS YARD
SUSSZX STREET SALES.

3 o W

ggeeptionally heavy supplies of potatoes

4% Supplies of local New Factors at Alexandria were particul-

.’ijfarly large during December, 76,406 bags coming to hand. The bulk of
9L consignments came from the undermentioned districts, the figures in

parenthesls representing the number of bags in each instance:-
Raleigh (16,946), Grafton (15,498), Windsor (8;854), Dorrigo (6,242)
Murwillumbah (5,771) and Macksville (5,080). “uality was variable,
and "wet rot" and "second growth"” were noticed in many of the lines,
some of which were held for 'picking-oyer', During the last week

" of the month a large quantity had to be destroyed.

At opening sales demand was good at the maximum fixed

prico of £17.5.0, but as consignments increased incuiry slackened,

and prices werec lower at from £3.0,0 to £6,10,0 per ton., During
the last three days of December, agents found difficulty in effect~-
ing clearances at auction at £2,0,0 to £2,15,0 for-lots carried
over from the holiday period and at from £2.0.0 to 58.0.0 per ton
for freeh arrivals. : , i ;

" About 1,938 begs of Victorian potatoes were received at

_.the close of the month and from £2,0,0 to £u.0 0 per ton was
*3realised at auction. .

x "+ In Sussex Strect North Coaet New Factors amounted to
4,634 bage compared with 8,962 received durin; November. A keen
demand ruled early at £17, 5 0 for No. 1 and No., 2 grade, while a
small quantlty of Chats was quoted at £8.0.,0 per ton. ILater,
howeveér, prices eased to £11,0,0 for ohoioe and £9.0,0 per. ton for

fair average quality.

Tasmanian Bismarcks received during the last week of the
month totalled 7,330 bags and agents reported satisfactory sales
at £7.0,0 per ton.

Arrivals at Darling Harbour warec Helvier, ageregating
about 3,370 bags. Only a smell quantity was takon by the Federal
Authoritiee, the balance being released to the general public at
£17.5.0 per ton early in thel period and at £11,0,0 to £14.0,0 for

ohoioe at olosing.

‘__ppliee of swedes exceptionally light. :

Only 190 bags of local swedes came to hand at Alexandria
compared with 1,870 received durin" November, These were disposed
of at undieolosed rates.

No sales were reported in Sussex Street,
/There seee
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There were no arrivals of elther carrots or parsnips
during the period. : :

Light supplies of pumpkins but prices easier.

Only four trucks arrived: from lécal-centres. Early,
demand was good at from £15,0,0 to £20,0,0-per-ton, but with muech
larger supplies of potatoes late arrivals of pumpkins sold at
£6410.0 per ton. Forty~tiree trucks of Queensland pumpkins came -
to hand. Early realisations were at £18.0.0 to £20,0,0 with a few
. to £25.0,0 per ton, but prices cased to from £10.0,0 to £16,0,0

per ton, Late In the period, agents found Affficulty in disposing
of stocks at £4.0,0 to £8,0,0 per ton. Aprroximatcly 8 trucks
from Yueensland were on offer at Darling Haorbour. Up-to £30.0,0

- 'per ton wds pald early in December but at closing sales were
reported at from £15.Q.0 to £15.0,0 par ton.

Lighter supplies of Interstate onlons.

" About 7,046 bags arrived from Jueensland growers and 232
from Victoria. Early, Quesnsland lots were firm at £12,0,0 to
£16.0,0 but demand weakened later and stocks cleared at prices
ranging. to £10.0.0 per-ton, No sales of the Viectorian offering
were recorded, Consignments of local onions amounted to about
2,607 bags and sales were effocted at from £10.0.0 to £15.0.0 per

‘ton.

At Darling Harbour, 1l0i trucks of Queensland and one
truck of Victorian were received, Priegcs were firm at 51% 0.0 to
£15.0,0 for the Quoensland supplies, but the pricos wer I&iscloaod

for the consignment from Viectoria. -

Heavy supplies of oaten chaff, prices edsier.

Arrivals of oaten chaff totalling 2635 trucks were the
heaviest since February, 1940, when 275 trucks arrived

Barly in the period prices were firm but heavy consign-
ments resulted 1n prices easing. Closing rates were:- Good sound
£64540 to £6,15.,0, Prime £6,15.0 to £8,0,0. One truck of medium
quality realised £4.11.8 per ton at auction,

Small consignments of wheatem chaff,

Wheaten chaff yarded comprised 43i trucks, During the
first half of the period the market was firmer at £6.0,0 to
£6415,0 for good sound and £8.0,0 to £9.0,0 per ton for prime
lines., Subsequently, however, prices eased.

Lucerne chaff in lighter suﬁﬁly}'

Only 47 trucks of lucerne chafl weére received. In the
first half of the month prices were lower at £5.0,0 to £10.0.0,

/according c..e
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according to quality but the market then firmed slightly.

Arrivals of lucerne hay lighter -
rates advance.

' _ Receivals from the Hunter River district: amounted to 49
trucks. Prices were highser, quotes being as follow:- New soft

", green £4,0,0 to £5,10,0, prime green £5,5,0, prime dry £6.0,0 and
:sgft lines £5.10,0 per ton. A total of 64 'trucks arrived from
other centres. Prices at closing were:- Good sound £6.0,0 to

£7.10,0, prime £7.0.,0 to £9.10,0, choice £7,10,0 to £9.10,0 and
derrick-pressed £4.10,0 to £7.0,0 per ton. At auction one truck

..of derrick-pressed hay realised £5.5.0 per ton.

Approximately 8% trucks of oaten hay came to hand and
agents reported steady sales.at £5.10,0 to £6.0,0 per ton.

Supplies of straw very light = prices higher.

Arrivals of oaten straw were extremely light, amounting
to only 15 trucks, two being from local centres and 13 from
Victoria, Values were firmer at £8.0,0 for local and £8,0.0. to
£0.0,0 per ton for Victorian lots. There was no wheaten straw on

"" offer during the period.

Wheat prices slightly lower.

- Twenty-nine trucks were received and privaie treaty sales
were firm at 3/8 to 3/9 per bushel for F.A,0. wheat. At auction
slightly damaged wheat realised 3/- to 3/4zd. e

Maize prices firm.

- Supplies from local centres were lighter, only 2,276 bags
of yellow and 506 of white maize being received, Only limited stocks
wore. available at 8/- by private treaty and 7/11 per bushel by
auction. . : : ' S Lt LRI R S

Quecnsland consi%nmants comprised 1,159 of yellow and
143 of red varieties. Small lots of old yellow sold privately at
8/3 per bushel, but at auction yellow realised 7/5zd and pinched
grain 7/1#d per bushel. The consignment of red maize was submitted

. at auction and brought 7/7 per bushel, There were no arrivals of
" maize in Sussex Street during December. ST

Heavier sqppliea'éf oats -~ prices easier.

Ninety-one trucks and 14 bags were received during the
month. At auction 15 trucks realised fromja/aﬁd-to 2/5d, and the
odd 14 bags 2/7d per bushel, P e
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WHOLESAIE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES

IN SYDNEY (N.S.W.) DURING DECEMBER, 1942,
' AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 31st AUGUST, 1983¢€.

The following table gives particulars of the range of
prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State Marketing
Bureau in respect of various commodities for the periods indicated:-

Commod.ity December, 1942 3lst August, 1939
From To
Wheat = Home Consumption:
3ulk = per bushel '3/1134 (unchanged) 2/4d
Flouwr =« Dper ton £10.4.2 R £6.12,3
(plus £2.8,10 tax) (plus £6.2.9 tax)
Bran - . " £6.0,0 (unchanged) £4.5.,0
Pollard - " N 26.0.0 " £4.5.0
Eggs (Hen) - per dogen 1/6d 1/94 1/~
Butter (choice) per cwt. 169/4 (unchanged) 161/24
Cheese: )
" Loaf =« per 1b. 1/03d A\ 11d
Large = n i 1/_ i J}o.fd
Specizl Brands per 1lb. 1/1d 1/3%d ! 2d
December, 1942 29th August, 1939
From To From To

Pigs (Abattoir Sales)
Good to prime, per head:

Porkers = .
Extra light 30/6 62/6 316 \ 40/6
Light 42/6 67/6 39/6 44/6
Medium weight 50/6 82/6 43/6 57/6
Heavy 65/6 84/6 50/6 54/6

Baconers £3,12.6 £6,346 60/6 75/6

Backfatters £5.15,0  214,13.6 £44500 ~  £8,1040

Note: The pilg sales nearest to the 3lst August, 1939,
were those held on 29th August, 1939,
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RETURN CF FRUIT AND VEGETABIES IMPORTED INTO NEW SCOUTH WAIES
BY LAND AND SEA - NOVEMBER, 1942.

TR R PR R R L e e R e .

FERUTT
o Pinoapples | Bananas| Other | Melons |  Tomatces | e
STATE tropical |trepical| Fruit hal f=bushel TOTALS
e 8808, | cases | cases |crates |  cases | packages |
Queensland 26,390 5,277 11,837 1,437 30,644 75,585
Victoria £1 43 16,096 - 5,595 21,775
Tasmaniea - - 114,175 ~ - 114,175
Sth. Aust. - - 3,222 - 591 3,813
] qus't' "‘_Ft_"};,_s_‘t'_'ﬁ_". g ,_:,,__.v...,_,..__....:',_..._..-“ —e - :.—-_—-—-.---—~:—-~- ---—s---r-r-v- — AT wr e ""*-"‘"" i
{romars | 26,431 | 5,320 [125,3%0 ) 1,487 | 56,830 ) 215,848 |
VEGETABLE S
e T Bétatoes | 0nions | Svwedes | Pumpkins | Cucs. & | otwer | |
STATE Chillies Vegs. TOTALS
R o el bags bags | _Dbags ...pags | __ cases DPkges. | packages |
Queensland 5,685 32,272 647 41,6861 11,695 19, 30% 111,267
Viecteoria 1,126 461 - - - 956 2,543
Tasmania 8,345 - L34 - - - 8,779
Sth. Aust. 261 174 - - - 1,421 1,856
'.E‘{‘?E-t-’rﬁjpswmt'.- - -J-—-—-—_n— - —-.4-: - T r"‘& r-“"' - F'-_h“-m'“'-"l—-*"-ﬂr;’“' - - m-v--:r LR il -
TOTALS | 15,417 ] 32,907 1,081 41,661 | 11,695 | 21,684 | 124,445 |
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