|

7/ “““\\\ A ECO" SEARCH

% // RESEARCH IN AGRICULTURAL & APPLIED ECONOMICS

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

Give to AgEcon Search

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu
aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only.
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.


https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu

f:"‘.;

NEW SOUTH WALES

STATE MARKETING BUREAU

DIVISION OF MARKETING
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

T ==

MONTHLY

MARKETING

REVIEW
b o

APRIL, 1942.

Vol, & Noe, 4

ISSUED BY AUTHORITY OF THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
PREPARED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE
CHIEF OF THE DIVISION OF MARKETING,

SYDNEY

83870 10.41 A. H. Permirer, AcmiNg Govr, PRINTER. 8t 6040



MONTHLY MAREKETING RTVIDY.

A MISCELLANY OF MATTZCRS RELATING TO THD MARKDTING
OF PRIMARY PRODUCTS, AT HOME AND .ABROAD.

Rolecased during the Sccond Wock of oach Month.

ISSUCD BY AUTHORITY OF THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
AND FREPARED UNDER THE DIRLCTION OF THD CHITF OF
THC DIVISION OF MARKETING, DDPARTIMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
NEW SOUTH YAIRS, AUSTRALIA.

APRIL, 1942,

v01. 8 IIO.

Hismigl‘lts L] - L ] L ] [ ] L] L] L] - - e L] o '?9
Western Statistical Division of

New South Wales (concluded) e w 80
Marketing Australian Irimary Iroducts =

Effects of War Conditions thereon . . 86
Sheep, Cattle and Pig Sales at Horebush 8¢
Alexandrla and Sussox Street Sales . . . 95
Fruit and Vegetable Sales at City larkets o7
Cormodity Irices 1n Sydnoy R e 101
Fruit and Vegetables -~ Imports into : :

New South Wales P Thi: i, e i . T Do ek b 102
Graph - Shecp and Lambs at Homebush -

1940 and 1941 e T R T TR T R TR 103

Articles or othor natter appcaring heroin
nay be roproduced subjJect to duc acknowledgment
being made of tho sourco.



-7

HIG HLIGHTS.

Adverso gcasonal conditions and potato rioth
in Now South 'fales. canse marked ref@uction in prospective

7iclds,. The main or inland crops expected to return
only 25,000 tons of potatoes., .

Proposed “stepping up" of potcto planting by
at least 50 per cent. this seaczon expocted to absorb at
least 17,500 tons of soced, including CQuccnsland requirc-
nente vhich are normally obtcained from Now South alcs.

lany vogetablo-growers answeor Governriont appeul
by cntering contracts for producing vogetablcs for thec
fighting forcos at fixed pricos.

In ordor to conscrve nonpower, potrol and
vchicles, wrotail delivorics will bo drastically
curtailed as fron 1st Moy, 1942.

Distribution of nilk in zonos cxpcetod to
rosult in roduccd priccs to consuricrs. Anticipatced that
schome will cover wholo of Metropoliton Arca and Nevw-
castle district beforc ond of April.

Rogulations guzotted on 16th Aprdl, 1942, pog
all priccs at thosc ruling on 15th April, 1942, with tho
cxception of a limited nunmbor of cormoditics which
includo livestoek, poultry and perishablo poultry
Products not alrocady subject to prico control.
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PHYSICAL FEATURES, PRODUCTION AND GENERAL

DESCRIPTION OF THE WESTERN STATISTICAL
DIVISION No. 14 - * NEW SOUTH WAIES. (Concluded)

The March, 1942, issue of the Monthly Marketing Review
contained an article giving 2 general description of the Western
Statistical Division No. 14 of New South Wales, together with
information concerning irrigation settlements. In this second and
concluding article, rural, mining and other industries arc dealt
with.

Sheep-railsing the principal primary pursult.

The carrying capacity of the Western Division is limited
owing to denudation of natural timber and shrubs, with subsequent
erosion by both wind and water, and to depreodations of rabbits. In
1891, when New South Wales flocks rcached their maxirmm, the
Western Division depasturcd 131 sheep por square milc, but in 192
the number had fallen to 40; by 1940 an upwaerd trend to 60 had
occurrcd., The fall was most pronounced between 1891 and 1902, by
reason of drought, when the total decroased from 16,408,000 head to
3,600,000, In recent ycars tho rabbits have becn brought nore undcr
control, while water storage and artcsian bores have glven moro
assured water, and in 1940 the number of shecp in the subject
division was 7,483,000, principally merinos.

During that yoar lambs marked totalled 2,454,000
(reprosenting over onc-seventh of the aggregatc lambs for the
State), & 72.6% proportion of lambs marked to ewes mated.

The Westorn Division 1s noted for tho heavy wool clip
por shoep, the aveorage ovor the past 12 ycars being ©.9 1b. per
shocp, as against 8.8 1b. for the whole State. In 1939/40 the
average for the division was 10.41 1lb.

Dairying is practically confined to the production of
milk for the urban populations of the towns, notably Broken Hill,
and dairy cattle at 3lst March, ‘1940, aggregated 2,000 only. Beef
breeds are run to a limited extent, varying with seasonal
conditions and the beef rarket; whilst 132,000 head of 'other
cattle" were depastured in 1921, the mumber had fallen to 58,000
in 1940, Pig roising, also, is of minor proportions, the pigs 1in
the Division totalling only 3,447 hoad at 31st larch, 1939,

The mumber of horscs has fallon from 44,000 in 1891 to
26,000 in 1940. Snall nurbers of camcls, donkeys and rmles arc
utiliscd for purposes of transport.

The Broken Hill silver, load and zine mines.

It is through its nineral wealth that the Yiestern
Division has become farous, and outstanding in this regard are the
silver, lead and zinec deposits at Broken Hill. In "The Minerul

/INGusStry eees
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Industry of New South Wales”, issued in 1928 by the Departrnient of
Londs, Mr. E.J. Kenny states:- . :

"As an individual producer of lead and zine, Broken Hill,
perhaps, 1s the nost important mining centre known. The total
value of the yleld of the minerals from the district exccods
£145,000,000., Allowance rust be rade also for inconpleteness
cf rocturns, thorcby indicating a rmch larger figure for tho
total output than that supplied herc. The valuc of the dividonds
paid 1s £34,000,000 approximately. This amount, in tho main, has
cemo from one line of lode only in the district, namely the
Broken Hill lode, with a total longth of 3% miles. The amount of
orec raised from this line of lode is 40, 000, 000 tons approxiratecly,

and the oro rosecrves arc at lecast 13,000,000 tons as based on the
1927 cstinmates®. :

Silver bearing oros were found at Thackaringa, ncar tho
South Australian bordcr, in 1876, but were not worked to any great
extent until 1880. By 1882 extonsive nmining operations woro in
pregress, and soon afterwards the Silverton, Apollyon Valley and
Purnameocta lodes worc dilscoveored. Phenonenal valuecs of silver wero
obtained, but the boon was short lived, and aetive mining practic-
ally ceased in 1886,

Although said to have been prospected beforo that date,
the first clainm on Broken Hill was not pegged until Septornber, 1883
Other blocks were sccurod shortly aftor. The earlier prospecting
ventures were disappointing, and after two 7ears of moderate
succcss or reclative failure, the Broken Hill Proprietary Silver

Mining Company was formed and cormenced operztions on an extensive
scale,

The Broken Hill ores yield silver, lead, zinec, copper an'
cadiiiunm. Yhilst at first snolting was carried out locally, later
the ore or concentrates were treated at Port Firie, in South
Australia, and at Risdon, Tasmania.
= Figures compiled by the Department of Mines show that ors
raised from mines in the Broken Hill Mining Division in 1938
totalled over 1% million tons with a value of over £3% nillion, an?
that the output from inception of operations to the c¢nd of 1938 wauy
valued at £172 nillion. The nines erploy over 5,000 rien. .

Cadnlun rocovercd at Risdon, Tasmenia, in 1938 from
calcined zinc concentrates from Broken Hill was valued at £60,770.

The Cobar Copper Mines.

The Cobar nining region has furnished by far the largest
proportion of the coppor riined in New South Walcs. Unfortunately,
owing to heavy transport costs and other facters, copper-riining in
Australia can only be conducted profitably when tho overseas pricc
for the product is comparatively high, andl thus this industry has
only flourished spasmoiically, /THO « . us
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The Cobar nmining region includcs several Ilmportant
centres, of which the following arc in the Western Division -
Cobar, Nymagee and Mt, Hope. Cobar, situated 467 niles north-west
"of Sydney, has supplied the largest cmount of copper of any of the
New South Wales fields, and one mine - known as the Great Cobar -
had a total output of over 4,000,000 tons of ore. Copper was first
discovered in this locality in 1869.

Nymagee 1s 50 niles south-east of Cobar, whilst Mt. Hopo
is approximately 95 mlles south of that teown.

Output of some of the mines to 1928 were:~

Ore Copper
COBAR. i
The Great Cobar - 4,087,206 tons for 113,781 tons
" Chesney - 322,949 1
Queen Bee - 53,792 " valued at£209, 556
" C.8.A.(including
- Tinto after 1913) 1131736 % oo W 463,516
7 Mnto (to 1913) after
which included in
0.8.4.) 5,694 M D3 282
" Cobaer Gladstone 40,671 " ® . B 375,000
NYMAGEE ., Copper
The Mouramba - 422,630 tons for Ei,&OS tons
" Crowl Crock
Shuttleton - 62,600 ° “ 2,878 @
MOUNT HOPE.
The lount Hope Ltd. - 5,700 tons

In 1938, thc Great Cobar line and the C.S.A. Mines did
not work. The sale of concentrates from the New Cobar Mine roal-
lesed £54,144.

S1lver, lead and gold, varying with the individual nines,
arc also recovered from these flelds.

White Cliff and Lightning Ridge Opal ficlds.

Two of tho rain onul fields in New South “Jales llic
within the Wcetoern Division, that for "light" opals at White
Cliffs in the middle west, and that for "black™ opals at Lightning
Ridgo, 47 miles north-north-west of algett, which is 460 niles
from Sydney by rall. Thie latter flold ineludes nines at Grawin,
zbout 30 rniles south. The greater portion of the Statds total
proluction of this precious stone - which by the end of .1938 had
ariounted to £1,627,021 - has been obtained from thesc fields. OF
recent yoars, output has been rather rostricted, that for 1038
being valued at £4,22€.

/0there...
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~ Qther Mining.

Tin (as tinstone) occurs at Eurilowie, Waukeroo and
Kantappa in the Barrier Ranges district. Gold-bearing country is
found in the sector from Byrock, through Cobar to Mt. Hope, and
at isolated places in the west of the Division. The more famous
of the gold flelds in this section are:=

)

The Canbelego Goldfield rMbunt Boppy Gold Mine): Although
gold was found near Canbelego about 1889, the MCt. Bopoy Jlode was
not discovered until 1896, and was extensively worked from 1898 to
1925. It was such a consistent producer that it was considered to
be the most celebrated in New South Wales. The total value of the
output 1is saild to exceed £1,840,000.

The Cobar Goldfields: In addition to the copper produced
by mines 1ln the Cobar district, a considerable quantity of gold has
been won both from gold ores proper and gold-bearing sulphide orcs
worked principally for their copper contents. The chief mines fron
which gold has been produced are:- The Grezat Cobar,. the Cobar
Chesney, the Cobar Gold, the Peak, the Occidental and the Mount
Drysdale. Between 1887 and 1927 the total quantity of gold won
from these mines was approximately 629,086 ounces fine.

. The lMount Allen Goldfield: Small deposits of gold-
bearing lron ore were worked at Mount Allen, about 12 miles from
Mount Hope. Small quantities of bisruth were present in addition
to gold. _

The Broken Hill and North Western Mines: Gold occurs
in assoclatlon with the silver, lead and zlinc ores nined at Broken
»Hill. Leads occur at Mt. Browne, Tibooburra and The Peck. Some very
rich yields of. gold have been obtained in shallow and deep workings
near, Mt. Browne.

Flgures published by the Mines Department show that in
1938 the gold production in the Cobar mining district (mostly from
the Wow Occidental and New Cobar mines) amounted to 47,438 ozs.
valuod at £415,943, out of o total of 87,734 ozs. valued at
£752,383 for New South Wales. In addition, in the Albert Mining
District, 5,292 ozs. of gold valued at £44,030 werec obtained,
mostly fror silvor-lead ores at Broken Hill with a small quantity
recovered by fossickers in the Tibooburra area. \

Cobalt is recovered as a subsidiary product from the
treatment of ‘the silver lead and zine ores from Broken Hill. This
treatment 1s carried out in other States, and full value for the
finished product is not credited to New South Wales.

Orc carrying a smcll proportion of platinum as well as
other metals, etc., can be obtained over a very wide arca of the
Brokon H1ill district, but thore appears little prospect of

cxtensive devclopment of the de its.
& S8 R /Felspar sess.
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Felspar and Cornish Stone arc mined to & limited extent
in the Broken F1ll Division, tho output in 1938 zmounting to 95
tons out of a total of 175 tons for the State.

Other minerals, precious stones, etc., to be found 1in
thc Broken Hill areca include garnet and rhodonite, 'graphitc, ote.

Gypsun deposite are failrly conmen in the Western
Division, thosc within rcasonable distance of transport facllities
being in the Trida-Menindlie, Wentworth cnd Balranald districts. In
1938 the only deposits worked were in the Wentwerth reglon, wherc
1,087 tons of gypsum were obtained. Magnesite occurs near Cobur
end hes besn worked to a limited extent.

I

| Sulphur and Sulphuric Acid are cbtalned as by-products

I' fron the treatment of zinc concentrates from Broken Hill., In 1638
the Sulphide Cerporation Ltd. at Cockle Creek produced fron such

' ores 14,249 tons of Sulphuric Acid (liono), vilued ot £44,206. No

. Sulphuric Acid .was produced at Broken Hill during the year,

| supplies for local use being securecd from the smelters ot Port
Pirie, South Australia. Sulphur is also presont in the copper ores
at Cobar and Mount Hope.

Raill and Road Commmnications

Owing to ite vast oxtent of sparsely populated country,
the Western Division has rather limited railway facilities. It 1is
only of reccent ycars that a dircet rall link betwcen Sydney and

b, Broken Hill has bocn completed. Previously (from 1888) Broken

T Hill had been commoccted to ths South Australian system by nmeans
of a privatcly controllcd linc of nearly 36 niles length running
via Silverton to thc South Australian border. :

Tn 1927 the dirset railwar from Sydney-to Broken Hill
'was opened for traffic, making it posslible to reach the latter
oity aftor a rall journcy of 698z miles, whercas proviously it
was ncceasary for a train traveller:to go via Mclbourne and
Adelznide, a distanco of ovor 1400 miles: The Sydnoy-Broken H1ll
line 1is linked to the south-western network by o branch from Roto
; via Hillston and Griffith. From Nyngan (Central Plains) the
5 Westorn railway runs to Bourke, and 2 branch thorefrom at Byrock
procccds to Brewarrina, while from Nyngan another branch goes
practically duc wost to Cobar. In the cxtrome north-cast, tho
rall termini arc east of tho Barwon and thus outside the subject
division - wviz., at Walgott, Tokataroo and HMuingindl. In the
southern scctor, Balranald is the terminus of a linc from Echuea,
which, although opercting within New South Wales territory, 1s
controlled by the Victorian Governrcnt and links up with the
Victorian system. Further weet aleng the Murray River, Wentworth
is opposite to the Victorian tovmship of Yetta, from which a
rallway runs via Mildura to liolbourno:s

/Thoe. ..
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Tho principal road developrient in the Yestern Divisior
is in respect of Statc Highways under the control of the Moln
Roads Departrment. The FMitcholl Highway branches from the Groat
Tiestern Highway (from Sydner) at Bathurst (Central Tableland)
and runs via Orange, Dubbo, Trangic and Nyngan through Bourke to
Barrinsum on the Quecnsland border. The Barrior 1oaygs the )
Iitchell Highway at Nynzon and prococds vic Cobar, Vilecnnia and
Broken Hill to onter South Australia ot Cockburn. The Sturt
Highway, which branches from thoe Humec at Lowor Tarcutta,
traversca the South Wostern Slopo and Riverins divisions vic
Wagge, Narrandera.and Hay, to Balranald, and then'runs through

ortion of the Western division, via Buston to the bridgoe across
he Murray River at Mildura. State Highway No. 21 runs.gonoralls
north-weatorly from Moama on the Murray River via Hay and Booligal
(Riverina) through Ivanhoo, Wilecannla and Cobham Lako to thoe
Quecnsland border ncar Olive Downs in tho north-western corncr of
tho State. In the north-cast scctor, Statc Highway No. 18, which
branches from the Oxley at Gilgandra and runs mainly north via
Cocnamblc and ‘Jalgott (Cecntral Flain), passcs. through Goodooga 2
the Quocnslond border near Brond:. The total miloage of highways
within the subjoct division is gpproximaicly 1,132 niles.

C.K.
====0000000~===

PENALTIES FOR INFRINGEMENTS OF STATUTORY ORDERS
REGARDING FOOD SUPPLIES IN LONDON,

The Loilng 0fflcial Secretary, New South Wales Govern-
ment Offices in London, advises that with a view to adopting more |
effectual measures for controlling illicit practices in the marizet=:
ing and distribution of foodstuffs during the war, an Order in _
Council has been brought into operation here incrcasing the maxinus
pcnalties which may be imposed by the Courts for infringements of
Statutory Orders made under Paragraph (1) of Regulation 55 of tho
Defence ¥Gonoral) Regulations, 1939, The Minister of Food's Ordors
on rationing, price control, hoarding, substitutes, otc., werc madé
under this Paragraph. Thoe new Order inercases the former maximua
penaltiocs for sales at too high a price by a furthor finc not
cxcoeding threc times that pricc. For other broachos of Orders madé
under the same Paragraph the maximum ponalty is inercasecd by an
amount not exececding throo times the pricc which the article mights
be cxpected to feteh if lawfully sold, The former maximum pcnalties
under the Rogulations werc:- On summary conviction, 3 months
imprisonment and/or a finc of £100; On indictment, 2 yoars impris-
onmont and/or a finc of £500,

The Order in Council also ompowors a competent authority
(including the Minister of Food) to make Ordors providing for the
scizurc and sale of any article in respeccet of which an offoncc 18
bolicved to have bocen cormmittod. The Court which conviets o person
of an offence 1n respect of a scized artielc may, if satisfiod t s
he 1s the owner at the time of scizurc, dircet that all or part of
tho procceds of the sale should be appliod towards tho paymont of
any fine impowod, If thore is no conviection the article or the
prococds of thc sale will be returncd to the owner,

====0000000====
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THE EFFECTS OF WAR CONDITIONS ON THE MARKETING OF
AUSTRALIAN PRIMARY PRODUCTS.

VEGETABLIES AND FRUIT.-

The Chief of the Division of Marketing (M. A.A. Watson)

on 1lth and 13th March, 1942, tendered evidence before the Federal
Parliamentary Joint Cormittee on Rural Industries, concerning the
offoets of war conditions on the marketing of Australian primary

products. Horcundor is an extract from IMr. Watson's cvideneo
rolating to tho fruit and vogotable industriocs.

"During the past two years, and particularly during ths
last twelve months, vegetable growers of New South Tales have
had to contend with many adverse conditions. Some of the
difficultics which have causcd most concern arc lack of water,
shortage of labour, restrictions on the supply of petrol and
the loss of overscas supplics of seed and fertilisers. General
secsonal conditions have been responsible for the first
nmentioned and the world war for the other three.

For a long period, drought conditions have prevallad
in New South Vales and these, coupled with the resultont
restrictions imposed on the use of wator in the Sydnoy letrop-
oliton Arca, has had a scorious coffcct on thoe quantity of
vegotables produccd.”

Labour Shortage.

Enlistmente in the A.I.F. and other voluntary forces,
and the compulsory call-up of young men for milltary training
have claimed many who in pre-war days were employed in the
vegetable-growing industry. The efforts of producers to obtailn
substitute levour to offset these logses have not beon successiul
and the shortage of workers is bocoming acute. Areas planted to
crope have been deercasocd alrcady and at progont growors arc
strossing the urgent nocd for additional labour, without which
furthor arocas of suiltablc land rmst be allowed to 1lio idloe.
Additional labour rccuiremonts may be placed in two divisions.
Firstly, that to mcot tho necds of the genoral market gardoner
and socondly that for tho scasonal-erop growor. Tho gonoral
markoet gardenor, who is to bc found in close proximity to tho
city, is cngaged throughout the year in producing numorous %ynes
of vegotablos and it is his practicc to havo at all times onc ox
anothor of his produects available for rarkot. Thus, his need lor
additional labour is a constant one. Tho scasonal-crop growor
gonorally is more of a spocialist than the market gardencr. Tho
proportions of most of thosc produccrs arc situatcd further
aficld and arc larger in aroc than marlket gardens. Crops gromm
riay be beans, peas, potatoes, cauliflowers, etec. The need by
these growers for additional labour would occur nostly at

/seeding... .
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seeding and harvesting tines and particularl; at the latter. At
harvesting time, it is essential that the crop rm8t be gathered
quickly and thereforc terporary assistance is essential, Unloss
there is evory prospect of this boing available, growers arc unable
to undoxtake to preparc and sood arcas which would norrally be
dovotod to vegetablc production.

thilc much of tho producec roccived at tho principal cityl
markets 1s transported from thc point of production by rail or
boat, large quantitios arrivc deily by motor lorry. All vogotoblos
growvn in markct gardens vhich, as stated proviously, arc handy to
the city In nmost instances and constitute o subs tantial proportion
of total reocociwvals, arc carriod by motor lorry, while rmech of tho
produce fromarcas as far away from Sydncy as Kangaroo Valloy,
loss Valc and cvon Bathurst f£ind their way to market by this rcanss

Effcet of Potrol Rationing.

Tho rationing of potrol has restricted the distances
producers arc able to travel by road. Rcalising tho noceossity for
censerving fuel supplies, growers have made genuine efforts to
devise schomes whercbv they my be able to more fully co-operatc
with the cuthoritios in this mattor and at the samo time markot
thoir producc. Should substanitial rains foll and there be overy
promisc of a vory good soason, the fuel position alono could be o
detorront factor to the utilisation of nopmal arcas of »roduction.

Lack of Scod Supplics.

In the past a very large pereccentage of vegetable socd us
in Australia was importod. Tho outbreak of war and subsocucnt
happonings have rcsulted in the cessation of fairly largc supplics
from Gormany, France and tho Noethorlands and difficultios will
arisc in obtaining sufficiont sced for normal requircments pending
the irmplomentation of schomes now belng undortaken to inercasc ho
production.

Fortilisors.

Phosphatos, which arc uscd oxtongiveoly as fortiliscra by
vogotable growors, are now uncble to be importod into Australia.

Prices Fixation.

The Cormonwealth Prices Cormissioner, appointed by tho
Cormonwealth Government, gsince the outbroak of war has becn given
authority to inquire into costs and to fix wholscgale and retail
selling pricos. Many factors operate to ronder the fixation of
prices of various classes of fruits and vogetables eoxtromoly
difficult. Howover, action hac boon takon by the Prices Cormissions
Eo f%x the wholesale and rotail prices of potatoce, onions and

omatoos , -

/FrU.itc L
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Fruit - Seasonal Conditions.

Fruit growers in New South Wales have suffered similarly
to vegetable growors during rocont years as a rosult of scasonal
conditions, whilec horc again tho war has boon responsible for a
shortage of farm workers and to a lessor degrec petrol rationing
has affeoeted thc transport of fruit. .

Applc and Poar Markoting.

Prior to the war, fairly largce quantitics of apples and
to a lossor dogrcc pears woro oxportcd annually” from Australia.
Prcsont conditions, howovor, oxclude the cxport of Australian
apples and poars to ovorscas nmarkets. While normally tho bulk of
thesc oxports were shippod from Tasmania and Victoria, growers
throughout the Cormonwcalth have had to sharc the burden of this
lost market as practiczlly all supplics grown in Australia rmust
now be narketcd within Australia, —

~ Although tho Commonwoalth Prices Cormissionor has not
takon any stops towards thce fixation of frult prices, thoe Common-
woalth Governnient has constitutcd tho Australian Apple and Pear
Marketing Board. This Board is charged with the rosponsibllity of
markoting the wholc of the applo and pecar production of tho
-various States and in the exorcisc of the powers granted to 1t
‘undeyr National Sceurity Rogulations rogulates wholesale sclling
pricos and roturng. to producors. _

Goneral.

: . Expcrionce to dato scoms to show that the oxit of large
« numbers of men from normsl walks of 1ifec into the various branches
of tho armecd forcos has rosultod in a large potentizl aggregate
consunption of fruits and vegotablcs, the decrcase in suppliocs
gold for civilian consumption being offsct by the requirorents

of tho forcos. It appoars nccessary, thorcfore, that overy
consideration should bc given towards mointaining production at
rcasonable lovels. e

===e0000000= ===

Production of shorn wool in Canada reached a new peak in
1941. The preliminary estimate for the Dominion is 14,511,000 pounds
as compared with an estimate- of -13,822,000 pounds for the year 140,
.- and the previous high of 14,027,000 pounds in 1952. The number of
sheep shorn in 1941 is cstimated at 1,925,300 with an average yicld

» per fleece .of 7.5 pounds, compared with shearings of 1,860,500

» sheep in 1940 and an average yield per fleece. of 7.4 pounds., The
number of sheep' shorn showed an increase in 1941 in all provinces
except Nova Scotia, Ontario and British Columbia.

(Bxtracted from "Agricultural and Industrial Progress in Canada®
issued by . the Department of Immigration and Colonization of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, Montroxl, Canada).

~===0000000====
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SAIES OF LIVESTOCK AT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

INCREASED PENNINGS OF SHEEP AND LAMBS - SUPPLIES
OF CATTIE AND PIGS MAINTAINED., -

"Sheep and lambs numerous.

Congiderably larger numbers of shoop and lambs rcachod
the Homebush Salcyards during March than in the previous month,
lack of foecd 1n some contres and the good priccs ruling towards
the closc of February no doubt bélng contributing factors,
Roccivals totalled 417,152 hoad, or an average por salc day of

46,250,

Primc shecp searcc.

Although primec heavy wothors worc in comparatively short
supply, somc very fine drafts worc Included. Moderatc numbors of
good light tradc deoscriptions worc availablc but a falrly largo
percentage of the shoep of suitable trade weighte worc only of
fair to medium quality. Many plain agod shocp worce noticod.

Irrcgular markoet for shocp.

Valués of grown shoecp, particularly thosc for modium to
plain doscriptions, displayed a good dcal of irrecgularity and
rcalisations wore somcwhat bolow thosc ruling at the closo of
Februcry., A geneoral downward movement in valuos was noticecablo
until the third weok of March whon an upward trond in rates bogan.
The strong tono, howover, was not fully sustained, prices being
lower once morc at the closc of March, Allowing for variations,
ratos for mutton werc about #d per 1lb. lowor at the ond of March
than at the ond of February.

Somec of tho aetual salcs for the period werc as undor:e

First Vicck

Good Heevy 48 1b, wothers (skin 5/6) made 22/9 each op 43d per 1b.
" " 48 1b. ewes L 2 oe/el® 1g/s W e gdg” - Cm
n ( i 3/6 ) it 15/10 i i 3%(1 m i

Second Week

-

" Trade 40 1b.

Good Heavy 52 1b. wetﬁars $skin 8/6) made 21/9 each or 3d per 1?.
3= L i

" Trade 46 1b. Lot 7/6; W 3%
" Heavy 52 1b. ewes ( " 58) V- fa s ¥ w il v
i Trade' 42 1b. i ( i 4/_} it 14/6 ] it 3d n i

Third Weck

Good Heavy 56 1b. wothors (skin 7/-) made 21/~ cach or 3d per 1b.
GOOd .- n
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Good Trade 40 1b, wethers (skin'5/6) madc 16/2 ozch or 3id per 1b,
" Heavy 48 lb. -owes ( n () R i W0 S8Rl b ne
" Trade 40 1b. " (X aubfed 0 - 1510, Mo S E Rk (A

~

Fourth Vieck

Good‘H0avy 48 1b. wethers (skin 5/9) made Blfl_each or 32d per lb.
i (" 4/_ i1 fnoa3 i "

" Trade 44 1b. 18/g " ¥ :
'  Heavy 48 1b. ewes (¥-ocB/en.. ¥ 19/ Relont. o2q & w
i Trade 42 1b. 1 ( i 6/" ) it 117,31 i i 5‘}(1 ] it

Closing Auctlons. -

Good Trade 46 1b. wethers {skin.a/-J made 21/9 sach or 3%d per 1b.
] i? 44 1b. eves (@ 3/9) x“ 15/9 i n 33 ] 1

Mitcon prices lower.

3 During the previous month mutton prices reached as high
as 4zd per 1b. but the best price .paid in March was 4id per 1b.,
while generally the average cost of mutton was below that of
Fobruary. Good light wethers cost from 3d -to 4%d and heavy from
23d to 44 per_ 1b. with a fairly largo percontagoe of wether mutton
making from 24d to 3zd and 3d to 3%d por 1b. for hoavy and 1ight,
respoctively. Best light owes cost up to 32d por lb. on one
occaslion, oxcocding tho highost pricc_of tho previous month, but
for the most pari: rates rangoed from 2id to 34 for heavy and 2gd
to 3zd por lb. for light. Mcdium to plain mutton was obtainod
at relatively lowor priccs, mostly solling from about 1d per 1lb.
upwards .

gottor roproccirtation of lambs. 2

¢ + JIncrcased supplics of larbs totalling 198,408 head wore
penned. The lightest daily total was 19,981 comparcd with 8,954 in
tho previous month and the average ponning cach salc day was 22,045,

~ General quality slightly better.

Some improvement was notlceavle in the general quality,
although mediwr to fair trade lambs still continue to form a gocd
percentage of the yardings. Prime light lambs werc again falriy
searcc, the most notiecable improvemont in supplics being in lanbs
from 32 to 36 1lb. drossod. In somo casos, prime heavy larbs were
offered but this type was by no means numerous.

Prices for lambs variable.

The market for lamb: in common with that for grcwn: shesp
showed some irregularity but not to such a nmarked extent. At the
beginning of March prices for the rost part were without change
but subsequently plain and modium lambs showed soveral doclinos in
valuc of about J,/I-J to 2/- por head. Genorally spcaking, good to

/DTiM0 ecvee.
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prime. lambs did not vary a;pprezc:iabl*r but some 1mprovemsnt was
noticeable towards the end of ‘March, increases in prices ranging
from 6d to 1/- per head. Some of the sales were:=-

IMirst Week

Good Trade 30 1b. 1ambs (sk;n-S/B} made 21/1 each ar 7d per 1b.
" Tpade 36 1b. (- P afg) 9 ozf1® o 63¢ " O

Second Week
Good Trade 33 1b. lambs (skin 4/6) mado 19/4 oach or 6&d per 1b.

i T el | 4/9) " 21/3 " W 534 i

Third Weck
Good Trade 32 1b. lambs (skin 3/6) made 20/1 oach or 61d por 1b,
it it 30 1b. it R 5/_) i 00/17 i n it :

Fourth Wecek

Good Tradc 32 1b. lambs (skin 3/6) made 21/7 cach or 62d por 1b.
B HGavy 48 ‘1, & B 33 SR ) emsteaage B TER By R o

Closinr Auctions

Good Tradoc 34 lb. lambs (skin 2/6; madoc 22/1 cach or 7d per lb.
W' Hoavy 37 1b. A e SRERG g SN iohy T8

Priccs below provious month's avdrage.

Generally demand was “good throughout March but the
inercased numbers:available worc rosponsiblc for somowhat lower
priccs. 'In February, valucs for good suckers worc as high as B
por 1b. and lambs made up to 7Zd per 1b. During March, howover,
good light lambs and suckors qoutly sold at from 6d to 7d por 1b.,
although on occasions up to 75d pcr 1b, was obtained., Primc heo
lambs made up to 64d por lb. but mostly sold at from 53d to S“d
per 1b. Frimc hoggots cost as rmch as 5d por lb. but average rctcs
wore from 3%d to 4id per 1lb., according to quality.

Quality of cattle shows some Improvement.

Cattle supplies at Homebush were fairly well maintaired
throughout March and the yardings for the nine sale days aggregcted
16,509 head, about 1,500 more than the total for the previout
month, Auctions in the store sectlon accounted for 3,152 hoad.
Quality generally throughout the porilod could be described as
fair and 1t showed somec improvomont on thc February offerings
A substantial percentage of the pennings again compriscd plain
descriptions but largor numbers of good tradc beasts wore noticad,
The improvement in quality was lurgcly duc to bottor pastoral

/conditions ......
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conditions prevailing in many parts of the State as the rosult of
benoficial rains. Thesc conditions, however, were confincd chicfliy
to -the northern districts and clscwacre tho position was for from
saotisfactory. By tho closc of the month good rains had 21lso boen
rocoived over most of the coastal arcas, .

Light supplics cof bullocks.

Truskings - of bullocics wero somowhat similar teo thoso of
Fobruary in that supplics wero foirly light and the percontage of
mcdiom and heavy weight decacriptions wes smoll. Falr to good trade
sorts prcdomgnotced, although very attrazctive lincs wero not:
infrecquently notiseds The market during March waa. vory unstcady
and valuos fluctuatod to a marked degroo. Thoy were highost én the
first sale day when prime light bullocks were quoted to 51/~ per
100 1b. dressed weight ond lowest during the second week when 45/ =
was the best rate. The market was wvery firm at the closge when
guotations generslly~for good to prime quality wered- heavy 43/~
to 46/-, medium 44/- to 47/=., light 45/~ to 48/~ per 10C 1lb. On
this occasion neavior boasts mot a very koen inguiry and a 1ine of
primc shorthorns rcaliscd £18.6.0 por hoad; the cstimated welght
being 775 1b., oquivalent to 47/~ per 100 1b,

Good tradec steers well represented.

Steers continued to be well represented throughout the
period but the percentage of prime animals, especially early in the
month, was smill. Good trade sorts, however, made a fairly satis-~
factory showing. Steer prices also fluctuated fairly substantiolliy,
prime lightweights at the commenceusnt and c¢lose of the period
being worth 54/~ and 55/~ por 100 1b., rospectiveliy, with quotatiocne
doim to 51/~ ‘@uring the socond weck, :

Prime cows Scarce.

Most of the cows offercd werc of ploin and modium grade
and on sevoral occasions this class of boast made a vory poor
showing. On somc s&lc doys, however, soveril drafts of good .crade
to prime dose¢iiptions werc notleod, whilc quality animals wore =
usually obtainable in odd lots. Priecs wvaricd in common with other
classcs but on the wholc thoy were very satisfactory, although not®
quito so high as the February levels. Prime light cows werc :
frequently worth to 44/~ por 100 1b. and prime heavy from’ 42/~ %0
43/-, Quotatlons, however, werc approximataly'S/— per 100 1b. lower
than these figurcs about tho middle of tho month,

Primc hoeifors scell at cnhanced rates.

In contrast with cows, hoifors mado u fair showing on
most salo days, although they woro cniefly:of lightwoight
doscription. Quallty was varicble but good trade sorts worc woll
roprcscntod. On occasions, howover, primc lings -were somewhat®

' [aifficult. - o
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difficult to sccurc. Excopt during thc period when the market
goenerally deeclined tompororily, wvaluos worc maintained at onhanced
lcvels which werc only slightly bclow thosc obtaining for prime
steers. Early and late in the poriod primc light heifors wore
quotod to 54/= por 100 1lb. with rates for other welght gredes of
good trade quality ranging from 44/- per 100 1b. :

Variable offorings of vezlors.

Numbors of vealcrs forward cach salc day varicd consider-
ably, ponnings becing limited at timcs but moderate on other
occasions. Quality also showecd a fair dogroc of fluctuation and
rangod from plain to primc. Fair tradec sorts prodominated, although
a noticeablc percontage of the ponnings was of primo gradc. Genorzlly
the smaller animals worc of pooror grade, whilc most of the qualitr
desceriptions were of medium weight. Good to primec voalers were
always in kecon demand and although volucs changed during tho month
the variations in priccs wero not so marked as with some of the
othor classes of cattle. Early in the period princ lightweights
worc quoted to 66/- por 100 1b. The following typical salc at the
closc of the monch illustratos the cnhanced valucs of this class
of becast: Primec Shorthorn veoalcrs, cstimatocd to weigh 340 1b.
drosscd cold at £10,16.0 por hocad, cquivalont to 63/6 per 100 1b.

Pig supplies well maintained.

The total number of pigs submitted at auction at Homebush
during March, 1942, 10.864 head, showed an .increase -on the February
disposals but average consignments were a little less as there were
five sale days in the month. Rail consignments sold by auetion
accounted for 6,390 head, whilc 3,174 werc disposed of by privato
trecaty.

Good showing of prime porkors .

Porkers made a very satisfactory showing, especially
from a quality standpoint, and it 1s probable that the number of -
good to prime descriptions pennec during the perliod was the largest
for a considerable number of wvears. A pleasing featurc was that tho
yardings werc consistently of good quality. Most of the offerings
compriscd medium and hoavy weight porkers and lightwoights wero
fairly scarcoc, ospoclally towards the elosc. Small storo pigs worc
also difficult to sccurc. Although quality porkers worc fairly
plentiful the markct gonerally boeamc o highly -satisfactory one
from tho produccr's vicwpoint. On the oponing salo day prices
showod somec rccession, ospociclly heavy weights when prime light
porkers dressing 60 1b. sold to 42/6 per hezd and heavy porkers
drossing 90 1b. to 57/6 per head. Voluee subsequently, howovor,
showed a progrossive incrcasc and by tho closc of tho month ratos
had reached the highcst level for some considerablo timo, quotations
being:= Good to primc lightwcights (50-60 1b.) 41/6 to 49/6;
heavy (80-90 lb.g 57/6 to 64/6. On a por 1b., basis valucs of oxtra
light porkors ranged to 1/=- (oxeluding killing, dressing and other

incidontal oxpenscs). /Enhancod
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Enhancod valucs of hcavy baconors.

~-- - Bagoners ‘wore wcll rcprcascnted throughout the month,
ospecially on the last salc day, whon thé pennings werc fairly hoavy.
Consignmonts compriscd both light and heavy -deseriptiohs of chicfl:-
good tradec quality. Primo 'sorts; howover, worc woll suppliod,
particularly amongst the hoavywcights. The market genorally during
larch was a very unusual onc. It was lowost at opening and firmed
progrescively untlil the eloso of tho period when values of heavy
baconers rcached the highest-lovel for many yoars, namoly 94 per 1b.,
or 119/6 por houd. Ratcs por 1b. for light and medium weoight
baconors ranged to 8zd dand 8id and worc slightly below thoe Fobruar:
lcvcls. These quotations show o romarkablo oxcoption to the genoral
rulce that on a por 1lb. basis lightwoights are of rore value than
hecavy baconers. These conditions, of course, were created by the
abnormal wartine demand for canning purposes. Local prices are above
export parity and operatore :claim that thoy are losing on contracic
enterod into with the Government but hope to recoup their losses
when pige become nore plentiful. The Govermment is urging greator
plg production and, with better arrangononts for feod purchases and
the morc favourable woathor conditions provailing in coastal arcasn,
focls confidont that inercasod supplios will boeome available. The
position, however, will depend grcatly on tho amount of labour to
bo made avallable to the industry in tho futuro.

Incrcasod supplics of backfatters.

Congignmonts of backfattors worc, the hoaviest for sorwo
congidcrable timc and the pennings includod numorous hoavy
doseriptions. Good to primc sorts werc also well in cvidonce. Tho
. markct was falrly stoady and on the averagoe o littlec weaker than
that of Fcbruary. Prices of most backfatters wore slightly lowor
during the sccond half of the poriod, although rates for very light
sorts showed a small advancce in sympathy with the:hcavy. baconer
-markct. Quotations at closing for good to prinmc pigs dressing
290/550 1b. worc 5%d to 64 and for thosc cxceeding 350 1b., 4%d +o
S'Id. i,

Pig market very satisfactory.

The market for pigs ie now in direct contrast to that
prevailing a year ago when vilues had receded to disastrously low
levels from the producer's viespoint. Prices are now the nost
satisfactory for many years .and present prospocts augur well
for tho industry, subject, of coursc, to war considerations,

GeCo & JWW
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SAILES IN SUSSEX STREET
AND AT
AIEXAI;DRIP. EE&IEJJ;&_"’ G’OODS YAHD&

Local potatoes continue to be exceptionally lishtly stocked.

Consignments of local potatoes to Alexandria Railway
Goods Yard were again particularly light, only 649 bags being
received. This number comprised 525 bags of old and 124 of new
tubers. Although quality only varied from moderate to good, demand
was abnormally keen and stocks were rationed out to buvers at tho
maximum rate of £17.,5.0 per ton.

Stocks of Tasmanian potatoos werc foirly hoavy, 80,194
bags boeing roceived. This number was approximatcly 14,000 morc than
that roeccived during the provious month but as the bull wos
regulsitioned by the Military authoritics the potato shortage
continued to be acuto, Cloarancecs. of thc stocks avallable worc madg
at tho maximum fixed rate of £17,.5,0 per ton,

Slight increase in supply of root vegetables .

Swedes available in Sussex Street totalled 4,504 bags as
against 2,359 during February. Inquiry was brisk and sales were
made at £10.0.,0 to £16.0,0 per ton, representing a decrease of
£4,0,0 to £10.0.0 per ton on the previous month's rate. Carrots
continued to be scarce, only 543 bags being received; these were
sold immodiately upon grrival at £20,0,0 por ton. No quotations
werc avallable for the 67 bags of parsnips which arrived. At
Aloxandriz no root vegetablos wore roccived.

Decline in onion arrivals.

After heavy consignmonts totalling 17,962 bags of onions
during February, arrivals in March fell to 4,706 bags from Victoria
no- stocks being received from local growing centres. The bulk of
the Vietorlan consignment consisted of brown tablc varicties which
clecared well at the incrocasod rate of £15.0.0 to £17.0,0 por ton.
The romaindor consisted of white lots which sold at £23.0,0 per
ton, being an inecrcasc of £3.0,0 per ton on the provious month's
rate.

In Sussex Street approximately 1,300 bags of Viectorian
brown table onions were rececived by rail and were on offer at
£15.0,0 per ton. Towards the end of the month 329 bags were roceol
by boat and clearcd woll at £17.0,0 per ton.

Lower rates’ for pumpkins.

- Aftor tho vory small yarding of 3 trucks of pumpking
during February, stoeks showed a considorable inercase, 29 trucks
boeing received. This number consistod of 21 fronm Queeneland and
8 from local growing centrcs. Demand continued to be good but

/fatoa e
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rates were luwer at £17.0,0 to £24.0.0 per ton, with inferior
from £10.0,0,

Arrivals in Sussex Street amounted to 233 bags. Included
in this total were 95 bags which arrived at the commencement of
the month and cleared at £42.0,0 per ton. The remainder arrived
towards the cnd of the month and rcalisecd £18,0,0 per ton.

Stoady markot for oaton chaff.

Arrivals of oaton chaff totalled 148 trucks, including
9 from Victoria. The bulk of the offecring was of good quality and
ratecs worc maintained at £7.5.0 to £8.0,0 per ton, Disposals of
somc moderatc to good lots were cffeccted by auctlion at £6.10,0 to
£7.10,0 por ton. .

The 38 truclhks of wheaten chaff which came to hand
ropresented a decrease of 8 trucks on the previous month's yarding.
Choice quality lots predomirated and as inquiry was brisk sales
were mode a4t higher rates, cholce lots selling at £7.5.0 to
£8.0,0 per ton, with other lots at £6.0,0 to £7.0,0 per ton,

Heavy supplies’ of lucernc chaff.

" Lucornc chaff raiied to Alexandria totalled 69 trucks
which was 8 loss than that of the prcvious month. Several
inforior lots werce reccived and werc disposcd of with difficulty
at £6.0,0 to £7.10,0 per ton. Medium to good lots werc also
somowhat slow of salo and rcalised £9,0,0 to £10,0,0 por ton.
Choico lots weorc sought aftor by buyers and domond was koon at
£11.0,0 to £11,10,0 with a fow cxtra choicc lots to £11.15,0 per
ton. '

Increasc in lucernc hay rates.

Truckings of lucerne hay from the ialtland district to
Alexandria totalled 21 trucks. The bulk was not available for
general trading but was consigned direct to private firms. The
remoinder was in request at £6.10.0 to £7,0,0 for mediun to good
lots with choice £9,0,0 to £10,0,0 per ton. Arrivals of oatcn hoy
from other centres totalled 56 trucks, being 1l less than thut
rcccived the previous nonth. Included in this number were sone
derrick preéssed lots which woro clearcd by auctlon at £5.0,0 to
£8.040 por ton. Other lots sold well at £8.100 to £94,10,0 for
modium to good with choice £10,040 to £11,040 and a fow speciale
£11.10,0 to £12.0,0 'per ton.

Straw seclls well.

Tho 61 tracks of straw roccived comprisod 43 fron local
and 18 from Victorian sourcos. All tho Victorian straw was of
choiecc oaton description and sold roadily at £6.10.0 to £6.15.0
per ton. The loeal offoring compriscd both oaten and who?ton lots.

ThGss e
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The oaten realised £6.0.0 to £6.10,0 and the whecten £4.10,0 o
£8,0,0 per ton. One inferior lot was disposed of by auctlon at
£3.10,0 per ton.

Very little of the 27 trucks of oaten hay received was
aveilable for general trading but o small amount was on offer at

£8,10,0 per ton.

Lower rates for maize.

Growers Ifrom local contres forwarded 1,184 btags of yellow
rmaize to Alexandria, while consignments from Gueensland amountced
to 1,330 bags. The local maizc sold mainly at 5/3 por bushel, butb
one prime dry lot rezliscd 5/53d por bushcl when submitted to
auction. The Quecnsland offcrings were disposed of by privato
treaty at 5/3 to 5/6 per bushcl, with one lot 5/5 per bushel at
auction. In Sussex Strect 1,840 bags werc rocceived fron the
Northern -Rivers and sold at 5/3 to 5/4 per bushcl.

. The 24 trucks of wheat roecolved contained o large
proportion of inferior lots and prices werc lowercd in order to
offcet cloarances. Sales werc mado privately at 4/2 to 4/3 por
bushel with sales by auction from_&/B%d to 4/2%d.

Receivals of oats amounted to 32 trucks. Inquiry was
limited and salos woro madc by private treaty at 2/8 to 3/~ with
clecarances by auction at 2/6 to 3/- por bushel.

§ B.0'C.
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CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY
- SAIES OF FRUIT AND VEGETABIES -

Good demand for desseft apples.

During the greater part of the month supplies of dessert
apples were comparatively light and firm rates ruled. Jonathans
from orchards within. the State were the mogt plentiful and met
very good inquiry at prices ranging to 23/« per bushel in the first
half of March., Towards the close, however, the roceipt of Victorian
and Tasmanian consignmenta brought about a general reduction in
price. levels. Some Deliicious, MeIntosh Red and London Pippin from
local sources also.were available, while interstate supplles
compriscd, in addition, to Jonathans, the fellowing varictics:-
Worceostor Poarmain, Cloopatra, Cox's. Orangc Pippin and Ribpston.

A fow misccllancous kinds wore also includcd. Cookers werce fairly
plentiful, partieunlarly Granny Smiths, and pricea were fairly
stoady at from 9/~ to 11/~ por bushcl. Alfristons from Tasmania
mot good roquest at around 6/~ por casc. |

/Pears....




Pears clear steadily.

Choice green lines of local and Victorilan Williams pears
sold well at all times. Rates varied to some extent but, generally
speaking, they were at relatively high levels compared with previous
years. The season for thls vgrletv ended about mid-March. Buyers
then turned their attention to Packham's Triumph which cormenced to
come forward both from local and interstate sourcos. Fair quantitiecs
of Comice, Wintor Cole, Beurrc Bosc and a fow othor varietics werc
on offer. Good quality packs of Winter Coles met roady sale while
there was stcady clearancos of other kinds.

High prlccs rule for orangcs.

Supplics of coastal main crop Valoneia orangos wore light
and towards the close of the month were practically finlshed.
Opportunity was affordcd growors to markot sccond crop frult at
prices woll above nornal,

Small consignmonts werc roccived from the Murrumbidgcc
Irrigation Arca and also from othor Statos. Special packs fron
the MeI.A, rc4lised to 32/=- por bushcl, whilc ratcs genorally

ranged from 20/~ to 30/-.

Sorme navel oranges wore received from Quocnsland and
thesc sold at high ratos., Intoermediatc erop fruit from coastal
groves in this State were available and little difficulty was
experienced in disposals at rermnerative prices,

The position with regard to lemon supplies did not
show much improvement until towards the clouse of March when
consignments of Queensland fruit increased, resulting in the
market weakening. It is expeeted that following the copious
rains received in coastal growing arcas the lemons being carried
on trecs will f£ill well and supplics should increasc in tho near

future.

Relativecly fow lots of local grape fruilt came to hand
but gradually incrcasing quantities wore roccived bi-weckly from
Quoensland; exccptionally good prices werc obtained, as much as
35/ - For bushcl boing pald. Ratos, howover, worc nainly from 20/-
tO 50 -e

Choice grapes scll well.

Falrly heavy supplies of grapes were available during
the greater part of the month. Many of the rmscats from inland
areas werc small and much difficulty was experienced in clearing
stocks even at very low prices. Cholcc fruit sold satisfactorily.
Cornichons from the Marrumbidgec Irrigetion Arca were plentiful;
many packs opconrned up in a wet state and had to be sold checply.
Towards the closc of the month there was a falling off in

/consigmonts....
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consicnments; a marked improvement 1in quality wag ovident and as
domand was good values showed an upward trend. White varieties
were only in-ricdérate supply ond werc in steady request.

Pineapples ecll cheaply.

Very heavy consignnonts of pinecapplcs were forward at
tincs ‘uring the month, over 11,000 cazcs boing roceived in-onc
wock, Large supplice-and the indifforent quality of many packs
rosultod in values falling to'low levels. The position at closing
had improved and with roduccd supplios in prospoet the uarket had
a firmoer tono.

Custard Applos rcach thc narkot.

A fow half-cascs of custard apples, the first of the
scason, arrivzd and sold at high rrilces.

Bananas mect stoady requcst.

P Tho rarket for bananas was steady throughout the greater
part of the month owing to thc somevhat rcatricted consignmente.
A good doal of plain grade fruit was included in rocecivals and
this class of banana was sold at ratos rmch lower than thoso paid
for standard quelit; packs.

Effoct of weather conditions on vegotable production.

Droughty conditions provailed until shortly after nid-
Mareh when some light rain was received and this was followed
later by particularly heavy falls. In 'a numbor of instances
metropolitan gardens in low-lying arcas worc flooded. This recsulted
in rmch loss and dirminishod supplics of lottuce, spinach, colery
ang othor vegotables rcoched the market with a conscquont risc in
pricos.

Foas in short supply.

Consignments of pcas ranged fror moderatce to wvory light.

Supplics from tho Northern Tableland reccivod oarly in thec rionth
showod o failrly largc porecntagc of weather damage  and aff'ected
lots had to be sold at comparatively low ratcs. Subscquontly the
general quality of roceivals was botter and satisfactory priccs
worc obtcincd. Rarcly did priccs of choice lines fall below 20/~
per bushel, whilc up to 26/= ond occasionally more was paid.
Valuos worc governed largcly by tho guantitios awvallablc and to
sonc oxtent by stocks of othor vogetablos. i

Considerable variation in‘sufplios of ‘bcans.

_ Supplics of beans ranged from hoavy to light. Early in
March up to 1,700 bags, principally from Victoria, werc on offer
daily. Valuog fell to comparatively low levels and many linc? ero
: so0ld. o
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sold to canneries. lYhen consignments were sgmallcer tho market
improved quickly: and highor prices werc obtained. Towards the
closc of the month the greater proportion of supplios compriscd
medium quallty deseriptions and cholce lots cloared promptly at
rotos well above those ruling for the bulk of offorings.

New seaton'c cauliflowers recch market.

The cauliflower secson opened about nid-lMorch with
conegignments from the Bathurst district. Demand was very satis-
factory and good clearances were effocted dally at prices ranging
to 24/1 por dozen and at times more was paid for selected heads.

Acute scarcity of tomatoes.

Tho toriato market generally was undorstocked. Locally
grovm supplies showed o marked falling-off and although fair
quantities were roceived from Quecnsland at bi-weeckly intervals
corly in the month, they wero not sufficlent to £111 buyors'!
rocuirecronts. Occasional consignmonts wore roccived from Victoria.
Prior to tho close of tho month supplics wore vory light and most
holdors rationcd stocks to tholr clients.

Cabbages sell steadlly.

The bulk of the cabbage supplies were disposed of to
contractors, nevertheless sufficient guantities werc avallable to
£111 tho nccds of the retail trade. Valucs for the most part worce
stecady and choicc heocadg rcaliscd fronm 18/~ to 22/=- per dozcn.

Satisfactory incuilry for buncheod goods.

Bunchod vogctables werc in koon rocguest and with roduccd
cuentitics coming forward tvalucs of practically all lincs advancod.
Choicc carrots sold to 10/= per dozen bunches, up to 9/=- was paid
for parsnips, whilec becotroot rcachod the highest lovel for years,
Growors of spinach benefited from thc high prices ruling for this
vogotable, as rmch as 12/- per dozen bunchcs being rcalisod,
====0000000==== s Mo

.What is claimed. to be the. first attempt to precool celzry
on a large scale in the middle west is being practised in Michigan,
where the Muskegon Co-operative Celery Growers' Assoclation is
shipping about 600,000 bunches (or 300 cars) of precooled celery
to market. This new plant was put into operation in July of this
vear., The new water precooler can prccool approximately a carload
per hour in the new plant, and the packed celery 1is thon loaded
irmediately into refrigerated trucks and iced cars for shipment
to marketing ccntres. The-water cooling takes all fleld heat out
of thc ceclery and lowers the temporature to approximately 32 deg.
Fah. which ensures crisp, frosh cclory at declivery point.
(Extracted from Cold Storage News Letter, 1lssuod by tho Department
of Agriculturc, Ottawa, Canada),.

~===0000000~==~~
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WHOLESALE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES
IN SYDNEY (N.S.W.) DURING MARCH, 1942,
AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 3lst AUGUST,1939.

The following table gives particulars of the range of
prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State lMarketing
Bureau in respect of various commodities for the periods indicated:-

Commodity larch, 1942 3lst August, 1939
: From To From . To
Wheat - Home consumption: '
Bulk - per bushel 3/113d (unchanged) : 2/4a
Flour - per ton £10.4.2 (unchanged) £6,12,3
(plus £2.8.10 tax) | (plus £6.2.9 tax)
Bran - per ton £6.0,0 (unchanged) £4.5,0
Pollard =-..% ¥ £6.0,0 " £4.5.0
BEggs (hen) per dozen 1/6 1/10 1/-
Butter =
Choice - per ewt, 161/2 169/4 161/2
Cheese = <
Loaf per 1b. 114 1/0% 11a
Large Sy B 10zd - 10zd
Special Brands " " 11Za 1/2%a 1/24d
March, 1942 - 29th August, 103¢
From To From To
Pigs (Abattoir Salos): _
Good to prime, per hcad: :
Porkors - Extra light 24/6 a4/s 51/6 40/¢
Light 35/6 49/6 55/6 44/6
ledium woight 41/6 60/6 43/6 57/
Hoavy 49/6 64/6 50/6 54/6
Baconers - 60/6 119/6 60/6 75/6
Backfattors £4.10,0 £10.0,0 £4,5,0 £8,10,4

Noto 2 The plg salcs noarcst to 3lst August, 1939, wore
thosc held on 29th August, 1939,



RETURN CF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IMPCRTED INTO NEW SCUTH WALES
BY LAND APD SPA - FEBPUARY, 1942

B e LR e o L

FRUILIT

r T Pineapples [ Bananas | (ther [ Tomatoes " [ |
STATE tropical tropical| Fruit half - bushel TOTALS
r—r—-:—v&---.----ﬂ----géuse‘-m-g -r-?-{}v-s--eﬁvrr -cﬁl-sgrs.—, . e t—cl:a.bs-re.vs e '__._FTPP_C&E‘B.FBS e |
Queensland| 37,507 3,906 20,355 95,863 157,631
Victeria 8 78 489, 440 29,456 118,982
Tasmania - - 9,421 L 103 9,524
Sth. Aust. - - 4,546 - 4,546
_jirgrs,t,-é'—uns:b:- - 7—~—-:.—-.p- - t—:" S e L B -.-rv.'-"t— e e e R e e e et "r'-.l'."‘\-'“"‘
TUTALS: | 37,515 | 3,984 |1235,762 | 125,422 | 290,685

Y
o
VEG] ,,T..%.,L ES ¥
e e atoes | tnions | Swedos [~ Fumpkins [ Cuds. & | Gther | ]
STATE Chillies Vegs. TOTALS
o bags. | bags |  bags lbags _tons | cases __ | pkges | pxgee. tons
Queensland 135 6 1 13,499 - 2 4,943 9,711 -
Vietoria 28,800 45,165 - 897 - B 5,652 | 80,514~
Tasmania 125, 300 - 6,855 | - - - 879 | 133,014 -
Sth. Aust. 598 1,337 - - 10 - 2,979 4,914( 10
West Aust. - - 1 - - - - - - _ - =
e T T W T T e T T e T e T - T TR T W e e o t’j‘."i‘—-‘—"-ﬂ-“"‘rﬂ‘ St AR on . B S U e i L B S il -
|LToTALS:  1154,835 | 46,508 | 6,836 14,396 | 1 | 1,127 114,453 |226,159 10




TATE MARKETING F MA TING-D OF AGRICUL - NEW SOUTH

S4z2 SHEEP AND LAMBS if)

COMPARISON OF WEEKLY :QQC)RDINS«E AT HOMEBUSH SALEYARDS
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AND | 1940 .
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