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HIGHLIGHTS.

Minister for Gommercadgnnouncas that this year's
£500. 000 grant by Commonwealth Government (from the proceeds
of the flour tax) for reconsStruction of marginal wheat areas
will be allocated t¢ various States as follows:- New South
Wales £175,000, Vietoria £80,000, South Australie £130,000,
Western Austraiia £115,000. Roconstruction scheme aims at
transforring some settlers from marginal wheat lands to gilve .
those rcemailning larger holdings dovoted mainly to farming |
oporations other than whoat-growing.

At poll under the Markoting of Primary Products
Act, 1927-1940, hcld on 10th Septomber, 1941, to deccide
whothor egg producers in thosc parts of Noew South Wales
outsidc the Countics of Cumborland and Northumborland and
the Shires of Nattal and Wollondllly should be brought under
the control of the Egg Markecting Board, 887 votes werc in
favour and 528 votcs weroc agalnst the proposal. Tho proposal
was adopted.

Chiof Socrctdry'announccs that lcgislation to
stabilise or recgulatc thc pricc of fish will bc introduccd
in Now South Wales Parliament at an carly datc.

Ministor for Commercc statcs that an improvecmont in
shipping position has cnablcd Commonwcalth Government to
modify 1ts mecat industry rc-organisation plan and glve produccrs
of oxport lambs an incrcasc of onc half-ponny por 1lb. Govcrnmont
will pay storage on lamb hold in storc aftcr it has bceomo tho
proporty of thc Governmont at the rate. of onc thirty-sccond of
a ponny por lb. wookly. Mutton canning policy will not bc put
into operation unloss pricc of mutton appoars likcly to fall
bolow the figure at which it can be purchased for canning undcr
Govcrnmont contract.

Now South Walos Governmont dcoccidos to pay a gubsidy
of 24 por gellon on milk sold by dalry farmers to tho Milk
Board for a poriod of two months, ponding complotion of plans
for rc-organising the industry. Subsidy will be paid to cach
farmer only on a quantity of milk cquivalont to that which he
had supplied to the Board in tho preceding two months.
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 CALIFORNIAN AGRICULTURAL PRORATE ACT.

(Notg:~ Proration has boen dofined "as. tho arbitrary allocation
on a proportionate basis of tho available markect among the

-.interested producers with a“curtailment of marketings to corrcs-
Pond with existing adequate demand". By

In the Monthly Morketing Reviows of January. 1938,
February, 1938, ‘and November, . 1938, reforences woerc made to the
operation of the Agricultural Prorate Act of California (U.S.A.),

- which was ‘passed in 1933. Mention was also made of the difficulties

.
TN

<
'

encountered in the way of satisfactory marketing by the producers
of the bulk of the more important agricultural crops for some years
prior to 1933, due to seasonal or annual surpluses. These glutted
the market.at some time or cricther during the marketing period,
with -detrimental effects on returns to the producers. Co-operative
marketing orgenisations, especially from 1923 onward, had filled

& prominent position in the distribution of Californian erops, but
these entalled voluntary support only and this could not hold all

: production under the control of a marketing progroamme. Honee,. the
- conclugion was recachéd that it was necossary to have the means to
.. compel-adhercnce to a statutory marketing schoxc. '

Doscription ‘of 'Act.

ne oy o0 8400 its onactmonf-iﬁ 1933 the Agri&ﬁltufal*ﬁrofhto Act
hag been amended on threc occasions, namcly in 1935, 1938 and 1939,
and is now described asi- te ol .

- -5 T
d) iy L9

'mffﬁhigét.to conserve tho agricultural wealth of the Statd of .

.+ ‘California, and to provent economic waste in the markoting
<o 9T agricultural crops produccd in tho Statc of California,
-7y Croatlng an Agricultural Proratc Advisoéry Commission), =
‘. -..providing for the appointmént of said Cormission, fixing
~rtho torm of officc of the mombers of said Commission:
s+  Prescriblng the powors, dutics and authoritiés of tho
- sDircctor of Agriculturs undcr thils Act and of said
-Commission and of tho mcmbers thercof; providing for tho
institution of proration programmcs with respect to
agricultural products or crops; providing for the - -
cnforcemont of such programmcs: providing pcnaltics for
violation of such prograrrics; providing for the creation
of funds for the purposcs of sald Act and providing for
' Ego-ogllo%tion thorcof; and making an appropriation
erocfor. ' ;

Agricultural Proratc Advisory Commission. ' o D

Some of the chiof provisions of tho Act arc:e e
/Creation....
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* Croation of an Agricultural Proratc Advisory Commisslon
of ninc membors, eight appointed*by the Governor, viz., six at the
time of appointment engagod in thce production of agriocultural
commoditics as their principal oceupation, but no two of thosc
shall be appointed as rcpresenting the same Qommodity; onc nclthor
produccr nor handloer, of agricultural cormoditics to be appointed
to roproscnt consumers gencrally; once an cxpericnced cormerecisl
handler of agricultural products; -the Dircector of Agriculturc of
the Stato of Californic shall bo ex officlo the ninth momber.

The toernms. of officc of mombers, coxcopt the Director, to
-be four years (with special provisions in regard 'to the first
appointees). The members to receive ten dollars per day for each
day actually engaged on official business and to be reimbursed
actual travelling expenses. _

Under the original Act of 1933 the word "Advisory" was
omlitted from the Commission's title and its constitution was soro-
what different from that indicated in the forecgoing. One of the
. principal alterations to the 1933 Act -in this rogard is the prescnt
provision appolinting the Dircctor of Agriculture the ninth member
of the Commission. A furthor important amendmont i1s that much of
the responsibllity for the administration of the provisions of the
Act has been transferred from the Cormission to the Dircctor. The
former 1s authorised to adopt such rulcs and rogulations as may be
doemod nocessary for the purposes.of carrying eut the provislons
of thc Act, but the Director is held responsiblc for thelr adninis-
. tration and cnforceoment and may, himsclf, adopt any ncccssary rules
.and regulations for such purposc.

With the conscnt of the Cormission thce Dircector is to
appoint a Secrectary.and such othor personncl as may be nocessary,
and to prescribe thelr dutlcs, In addition he is authorised to 4
utilise the facilitics and porsonncl of thc Statc and county Dcpart
ments of Agrlculturc: Tho Dircctor conducts any hoaring, inguiry of
investigatlon which he has powcr''to undertekc or hold. Any hcaring
must be attended by at lcast ono member of the Cormission, The
office of thc Cormission is to be in tho City of Sacramento, but if
may mcot at such timcs and in suéh places as may be oxpedicnt and
nocessary for the performancc of ‘its dutics, provided, howcvcr, thé
tho Cormission shall mecot at lcast onco .overy ninety days.

Institution of markcting prograrmo.

An agricultural prorated marketing programme nay be
instituted for a varicty or kind of agricultural commodity and may
be based elther upon a production zone or upon a markot zonc, tho
basis to be specified in thc petition thercflfor.

Ten or more producors of the varicty or kind of the
commodlty proposcd to bec affccted may file with the Commission a
petition for the establishment of & proration zonc and a prorated
markecting progremmoc.
/The .
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Tho Cormission has discretionary powers to decline to
initiate or act on any petition if satisfied thet 1t has not been
presented sufficlently in advance of harvesting to permit forrmlation
of a sound and effective prograrme.

The petltion shall, among other things, contain:-

(1) A description of the district or districts comprising the
proposed zone.

" (2) A general statement of facts showing the ncecessity for tho
institution of a prorated marketing prograrmme.

Should the Director so require, there shall be filed with
the petition a good and sufficient undortaking to cover probable
costs of conducting a hecaring and instituting the prograrme.

On account of clim@tic and othor condltions, no proration
programme shall be cstablished for:-

Canning flgs (any programme in cxistonce at timo of 1939
amcndment to be terminated). ,

Grapes in certain spccifiod countics,

Commission to take ovidonco for dnd against
8 proposcd programic.

£

_ Aftor the advertiscment at lcast 10 days beforchand of its
intcntion to do so, the Cormission shall hold a hcaring in some
central point located within the proposcd zonc (whcre the zone
covors rore than onc district, then at points in ecach of the
districts) and take ovidcnec for and ageinst the proposed prograrmo,
to ascertaln whothor:-

(1) the potition has beon duly signed by the required number
of producers; and

(2) the economic stability of the agricultural industry concorned
is being or is about to be imperilled by prevailing market
conditions; and ;

(3) agricultural waste is occurring or is about to occur; and

(4) the institution of a programme of prorated marketing will
conserve the agricultural wealth of the State and will
prevent economic waste; and

(5) the institution of a proration programméﬁas proposed will
advance the public welfarc without injustice to any
producer; and

(6) the proposecd prograrme may be instlitutcd and conducted
without permitting unrcasonable profits to the producers

/and ...
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and that the commodity named in the petition cannot be
marketed otherwise at a reasonable profit; and

(7) the proposed zone inecludes all of the producing territory
within the State of California reasonably necessary to
render the programmc feasible.

If 1t 1s considercd that further territory should bo
included a similar hearing must be held in such adaltlonal
territory beforc reaching a.finding, and the petition may be
amended gdccordingly.

Appointment of progremme committecs.

Unloss the forogoing points arc detcrmined in the
affirmativo tho petition must be denied. If tho Comnmigsion
approves the petition, the Director divides the proposcd zonc
into convoniont districts, not in oxcecss of soven, and allots
to cach district the number of produccrs who may Servc upon &
programme committec. He then calls a meecting of producers. in
cach district at mhich the producers, by socrot ballot, clect
persons (who must be producers) eliglble to serve upon the pro-
gramme committee., From the persons 30 elected, the Director, wlth
the approval of the Commission, selects and appoints seveon membors
to serve on the prograrmc commlttee; each district shall be cntit-
led to at least one membor. Also, if requested so to do by the
producer members, the Diroctor, with thc approval of the Commisgsion,
may appoint to the committee two handlers of the commodity. This
programme cormittee formulatos a proration marketing programme for
submission to the Commission, which then holds a hearing or hear-
ings within the zone. Thc Cormission makes writton findings as to
whether the programme ig roasonably calculated to carry out tho
objeetives of the Act, and, in accordancc with such f£indings,
approves, modifics or disapproves the programmo. If the produclng
factor is to bo detorminod by the Commission, such shall be
determincd and be part of the programmc. The Commission fixes a
date prior to which the programmeo must be approved by the
producers.

Producers to vote on programmos.

If tho programmc bc approved by the Commission, the
Dircetor submlts a full copy of the prograrme, together with an
explanation of its provisions and the roasona thereofor, to cach
producer (or his duly authorised agent). A form (in ocffect a
voting form) upon which the producor can record writton assent
to the programme, and a notlce that the said form should be
completod and returncd to the Director by a specificd dateo, arc
also encloscd. : A ' '

. If he finds that 65 por cent. or morc of the producors:
being tho owners of 51 per cont, or more of the producing factors;
have signified their approval of the programme, the Dircctor shall

/declare s.ceees
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declare the programme iInstitutéd. In any order instituting a
proration prograrme, the zons:sffected shall be given some title
indicative of the commodity affected. Any order issued by the
Director or Cormission substantially'affecting the rights of any
interested party may be reviswed by any court of competent juris-
diction provided action is comméncod within thirty days after thc
offoctive date of the order complailned of.

Administration of proration prograrme.

Tho prograrmo cormittoc alreoady montioned shall be the
proration programmc cormittcc. Tho membors shall sorve for two
vears from date of institution of the programmc unloss such is
sooner termlnated and shall be cntitled to cortain romuncration.
Vacancics on the cormittoc are to be filled in the samc manner as
tho original appointmente wore made.

rey+

Subjoet to the approval of the Dircctor, the Comittec
shall appoint an agent to administor the proration programc undcr
its direction. Doputy agonts and other assistants as may be.
nocossary shall be appointed by the agent subjeet to tho approval
of the prograrmc committoo,. L. -

The Act statcs that the marketing programme to operate
in any proration zone shall bo so formulatod as to roctify as far
as possiblc adverse marketing conditions and to maintein markot
stability. A progremmc may be &ltored or modifiod in minor part-
lculars from time to tirwo by the Committce with thc approval of
tho Commission prowvided that the Cormission may rcquirc the
Dircctor to hold a hearing prior to such approval. Under cortain
conditions the approval of tho' producors rmet also bec obtained.

The mothod, manner and oxtent -of proration and the
movomont of tho proratod commodity from harvest into a primary
- channel of distribution shall be dotormincd by a prograrmmoc
Committec. Proration mayi bo periodic op scasonal in charactor and
may be based upon actuzcl or ostimatod production, whcthor in
storege or otherwisc, oy :

3 . -:The programme €ommittoe appoint and: cmpowgr sub-
cormittoes in tho scnaratod producing arcas within tho zone to
faeilitate the carrying out of the purposcs: of the Act. It may
also collaborate and co-operate with agoncics or organisations
with similar purposcs in othor parts of the United States in tho
formulation and cxocution of a common marketing programme, It is
cmpoworcd to minimisc an cxisting surplus by co=-operating with
the proper ageoneics in tho onforccnont of applicabloc cxisting
Standardisation or othor laws of the Stato of California and of
the United States, enactod to protoct thc consuming public from
fraud and deception. Tho programme Committec may also mako
contracts and agrecments in tho name of tho zono in tho further-
ance of any of tho powors of the programmec Cormittcc,

/POVICLS eeee.
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Powcrs for purposc of minimising offoet of surpluscs, ctc.

For the purpose of mini¥nsing the effect of surpluses or
other adverse market conditions the prograrme cormittee may be
empowered in any one or more of -the- following particulars:-

(a) To ostablish and maintain elther surplus or stabllising pools,
or both, which pools shall -be authorised to reccive from
cach producer from timc to time hig unceortificatod portlons
of thc proratcd cormodity and merket thc samc by grades for
tho account of tho producer:whon 1t can be advantagoously
disposed of cithor in its original or converted statc.

(b) To ercatec, establish or othopwisc obtain and oporate facilit-
10s for tho financing, grading, packing, servicing, procuring,
prepering for market and disposal of such surplus in such
monnor 88 to maintain stability in the market and to disposc
of such surplus or thc contonts of cstabligshed pools and/or
any of their dorived products.

(¢) To croatc, maintain and disbursc an cqualisation fund to bo
uscd for the romoval of any inoqualitics betwoen produccrs
as to the total volume markoted through prorated channcls
rosulting from crrors in cstimoting production or surplus
or for indormifying producecrs whosc production, in wholc or
in part, is divertecd from lts normal markoting outlots to
rcliof, by-products, or other non-conpetitive purposcs
pursuant to @ markecting prpgrarmc. :

(d) To ostablish and apply mcthods of couating the markctable
supply of any gradc, quality or sizc of any cormiodity to the
roasonablc markot demands thercfor.

(¢) To broaden distribution and inercaso consuming outlots by
appropriate cducational.and trade stimulation cfforts of a
general industry naturc and not unfairly deprcciative of tho
guality of any other food product. )

Tormination of a prorution_progpammo.

A proration prograrme shall ‘continuc to operatc until th
shall be filod with tho Commission an application for its torminat
signcd by not loss than 40% of tho producors owning 40% of tho prod
i?% f%gtors of the industry within the zonc in which tho prograrmd
effeective. '

Upon the roceipt of tho potition a hcaring rmust be held ¥
dotormine tho sufficiecncy of the signaturcs thoreto. If the signalb
arc in ordor and it i1s cstablished that tho purposes, of the Act and
the objectivecs thercof arc no longer cffactuated by the programrc =
Commission shall thorcupon tcrminatc the programmo providod that &
. prograrric on & soasonal crop shall not be torminatod oxcept at the
of 1ts markoting scason,

——wm=000000= ===
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_PEYSICAL FEATURES, PRODUCTION AND GENERAL
DESCRIPTION OF THE CENTRAL PLAIN STATISTICAL
DIVISION NO. 12, NEW SOUTH WALES. (CONCLUDED).

' In the August, 1941, 'issue of thc Monthly Marketing
Roview wo deoalt with tho geographlcal featuros, climate, rivers,
wator conservation schemes, timber and mincral resources of the
Contral Plain Statistical Division No. 12, and gave particulars
of tho population and holdings. In conclusion, attontion is

now giveon to tho principal rural industries and to transport
facilitios, while schodulos of production and livestoek are
included:~-

Shocp-raising tho principal industry.

As tho tablc showing the purposcs for which the holdings
arc utiliscd indicatcs, grazing is by far tho most important
activity of this Division, the rainfall ovor a largo portion of
tho torritory being too low and uncortain for suscossful agric-
ultural operations. Shocp raising for wool production is tho most
outstanding primary pursuit and, owing chicfly to thec dryness of
the climatc, merino wool of high quality is produccd. Tho Eastorn
boundary of the Contral Flain is adjacont to tho "marginal® fat-
lamb raising arcas of Now South Walcs, and it 1is only during good
scasons that cross~-brcoding operations for this purposc arc
conducted within tho Division itsclf. According to tho Statistical
‘Reglster, the number of shocp in the subject Division during the

- “i.past ton yoars has wvariod botwoen: four and a half and five and a

half milllon. At 31lst lMarch, 1939, thc numbor was 4,979,864, or
morc than onc-tonth the total for the Stato. The production of
Wwool during the 1938-39 Scason amounted to approximatcly 41,145,000
- 1b. valued at about.£1,765,304, A number of merino stud flocks is
located within the scction under roviow, Shoop consigned to markot
for killing purposcs comprisc. agoed or culled owes and grown
wothors; trueckings of the latter depend upon scasonal conditions
and markcting requiroments. The Contral Plain is a source of supply
of young Merino wothors, for transfor, to Now England (Northorn
Tablcland) properties for wool-raising purposcs, but this practice
is not so provalent as formorly owing to tho fact that improved
pastures now facilitate tho breooding of merinos on the Tablelands.
Sheep may also be consigned to Quconsland or to tho Riverina in
. timc of drought. - - ,

Too dry for largec cattlo population.

Although somc of tho best stock-ralsing districts of
the State arc located in.the Contral Plain, they arc not heavy
carrying. Tho hoavy soils arc oxtromely fortileo and gcnorally
Support a good growth of herbagé in autumn and winter and in
favourcble secasons are also hoavily grasscd with typos of good
fattening qualitics. In summer, howover, these arecas mey be somi-
arid. Thce number of cattlc depastured at 31st March, 1939, was

/60,761 ....
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60,761 head and only exceeded that in two other divisions - the
Metropolitan and the Central Western Slope. Of this total only
529 were dairy stock, so that, for all practical purposes, only
beef breed cattle are grazed. Numbers existing during 1939 show
a slight increase over those for 1938 but a considerable falling
off when compared with the five “years 1933 to 1937; in 1936 the
aggregate was 100,971 head. Adverse seasonal conditions would

account for this decline.

Few pigs held.

The production of pigs in the Central Plain is relatively
unimportant, the flgures during 1938 and 1939 being particularly
low., The total number on 31lst March, 1939, was 1,605 head. In the
drier areas of the State, pigs are usually bred for marketing as
stores and their numbers freguently vary according to the price
of grain, in this instance wheat. Steps are belng taken at present
to encourage inereasod pig brecding throughout New South Wales, it
being polnted out that this may profltably be combined with wheat
farming.

Wheat growing principal agricultural pursuit.

"heat growing is the principal agricultural activity of
the Central Plain, but operations arc confined to the southern
section and the eastern fringe of the Division. Production is
mainly centred in the Lachlan Shire, yields from othor arcas
being relatively small. Statistles show that the Contral Plaln is
low in importance amongst the wheat producing divisions, although
1ts rolative position varies slightly with scasonal conditions.
The average yield per acre is usually the lowcst in thc State
(othor than the Western Division), and in 1937-38 was only 3.5
bushels. Insufficiency of rainfall, of coursc, is tho explanation
of the poor yields, and it is very interesting to notoc the
rosponse to the morc adequatc procipitation rcceived during tho
1939-40 scason. At Tullibigcal and Cargclligo, two important
whoat growing centres, the respective yiolds per acrc during
1938-39 and 1939-40 werc as follow:- Tullibigeal 3.2, 17.8;
Cargclligo 3.9, 16.2: Figures publishod by the New South Walecs
Govocrnment Statisticicn in rospect of wheat for grain in the
Contral Plain during the past throo yecars arc as underi-

Yoar Area under Crop Total Yield Average Yield
aeres bushels per acre.
1937-38 316,167 1,116,249 3+5 bushels
1938-39 336,158 1,687,056 5 "
1939-40 278,233 4,622,562 16 .6 e

Bulk handling facilities are provided by the Government
Grain Elevators at Burcher, Burgooney, Condobolin, Derriwong,
Lake Cargelligo, Tullamore, Tullibigeal and Weja. /
othor L A
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Other cereals and fodder crops.

Apart from oats, the yields of which during the 1937-38
and 1938-39 seasons were 48,474 and 117, 456 bushels, respectivelyr,
the cultivation of other cereals (maize, barley and rye, ete.) is
only limited. Thore was no recorded production of rye during
193?—58;ant the yleld. for 1938-39 was 5,760 bushels and for
1939-40 it was 5,745 bushels. O2ten and wheaten hay are produced
as an adjunct to cultivation for graln, whilst lucerne also is
grown. Theo quantity of these fodders harvosted, however, 1s
rclativoly small when compared with that of other divisions. The
flgures for 19538-39 werc:- Whoaton Hay, 22,456 tons, Oaten Hay
9,514 tons, ILucernc Hay 1,290 tons, while in 1939-40 - an
oxceptionally goocd scason - the yiclds of hay were:=- Whoaten
32,039 tons, Oatcn 30,027 tons and Lucornc 1,357 tons.

Production of miscellancous crops ncgligible.

Thie divislon is generally unsuited to the commercial
cultivation of root and miscellaneous crops. Most of the principal
fruits are grown, but the highest yield during the 1938-39 season
in respect of any one kind was that of oranges, amounting to 1,12%
bushels only. Fourteen tons of potatoes were dug during that year
and market garden production was valued at £4,628, mainly in the
Condobolin and Coonemble Municipalities. During the previous year,
4,270 half-cascs of tomatoes were grown, to which total Condobolin
contributed 2,000, but only 120 half-cases were obtained in 1938-390.

4

Migratory beekeeping.

S- rv " From d honey production point of viow, official figures
indicate thgt tho Central Plaln is of minor importancc, as the
vield in 1937-38 totallied .10,610,1b. and in 1938-39 amounted to
2,690 1b. only. However, these figurcs do not give ocredit to the.
Plains for their usefulness for migratory bockeeping. Apiarists .
from the Slopes and Tablelands meyo thoilr hives from plaeéito 'L
pPlace through the Contral Plains,. particularly along the river
banks, and espccially whon reinfzll has boen sufficicnt to stimul-
- 4to ground and trec flora. Certain specles of Mallda, moted for -
henoy production, thrive in this Division, but ard not found in
any quantity clscwherc. The output from theso migratory-hives is
to a largo extent dcpendent on sho honcy flow of ‘thc ‘subjeet ~ =7
division, but i1s recorded with that of the aplarists'! pormanont
locations on the Slopes or Highlands. The quality of honoy from -
the Plains flora is saild to be gencrally vory good, and, owing

to the dry climatoc, dengity ls a very prominent featuroc.

Rail facilitics.

Considering the sparseness of the population, the Central
Plain is well provided with »ail facllities, and each important
¢éntre is either on a main line or is connected thereto by a branch
link. The main Western Line from Sydney (Metropoldten Division) to
Bourke (Western Division) traverses the cerire of the Division in
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a north-weostorly dlrcction, passing through Nevertirce and Nyngan.
From Nyngan, thore is a branch linc travelling in a westerly
diroction to Cobar, situated some 82 miles distant in the Western
Division. From Novortirc, a short spur runs to Warren. The
Coonamble dlistrict 1s served by a branch of the main Western Line,
which leaves the latter at Dubbo (Central Western Slope). From the
Northern Line, a branch:runs from Werris Crcck (North Western
Slope) via Boggabri, Narrabri and Woc Waa, in the North Ceontral
Plain, to Burrcn Junction in the Centrel Plain, wherc it again
divides, one section golng to Pokataroo, the division's most
northerly townshlp, and the other procceding in a westerly
diroction to Walgott, on tho Barwon River. In the south, tho
main line to Broken Hi1ll (noar the South Australian border)
crosses tho Contral Plain, passing through Condobolin, Tottenham,
o contre some 54 miles north of Condobolin, 1s connected to the
Broken Hill line by a branch lodving it at Bogan Gate (Central
Wostorn Slope), Tho ocxtrome south-wost soctor is sorved by a
branch line (terminating at Loke Cargelligo) from the notwork of
foodors which eventually join up with tho main Southern Line ot
Codtamundra (South Wostern Slope), Anothor spur from this not-
work links Burchor, on the South Eastern border of the Central
Plain, with Wiyalong (South Westorn Slopc).

Highways and roads.

Thore are two main highways passing through the Central
Plain, the chicf being tho North Western Highway, which joins
Sydnoy (Motropolitan Division) and Bourke (Woestern Division). This
highwey follows the coursc of the main Wostorn Railway Linc and
approximatcly 100 miles of 1t lics within tho division under
rovicw. The Barricr Highway branches from the Westorn Highway at
Nyngan, and runs in a westerly dircction to Broken Hill; from
Nyngan to tho Contral Plain's western bordor is about 60 milos.
In addition, the Gwydir Highway traverscs a small scction of the
extrome north east portion, terminating at Collarenebri., These
highways are maintained by the Main Roads Board of Now South Wales.
There is a number of other important roads within the Division,
with a total mileage of about 330; thoso, together with a network
of minor cross~-country connections, arc under the control of the
various local government authoritiocs.

Sohddulos of Production and Livostock,

Tho following schedules, compiled from figures published
In the Now South Walcs Statistical Register, show the average
annual quantities of the principal primary products and the
average annual number of livestock in the Contral Plain Division
for tho five yoars onded 30th Junc, 1939,

/Contral ....
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Central Plain Statistical Division No. 12,

Average Annual Prodﬁctionr- Flve Years ended 30th June, 1939.

41,914,136 1b.

- 1,935,565 bushels.
16,250 tons.
92,357 bushels.

Wool VBin O
Wheat - Grain .. ¥

K -Hay
Oats = Grain .,

* ® s e »

.l
.
.
°
L]
®
L]
.

‘Hay o . 7,555 tons.
Maize os X 129 bushels.
Lucerne Hay .o . o 936 tons.
Barley .o « : 140 bushels.
Rye . va . &% 1,586 bushels.
Market Gardens (Value of Production) - £3,748
Oranges .o L nfde T 1,249 bushels.
HOHGY e e LR . ; (a) 5, 504 lho

€ I -
(a) Soe remarks re migratory bee-keeping.

Applying the 1939 annual average wholesale prices in
Sydney to the foregolng products a.suggested estimate of their
- approximate value is £2,750,000, The average annual value of the
mining output for the five years 1934-1938 was £22,649.

Average Annual Number of Livestock
in Central Plaln Statlstloal Division Ho. 12.

ve Years ende une, ;
o ¥ Head
Sheep L . e 5, 239,267
"HOJ:"_SGB o's a g 3R 23,’760
Pigs .o

.; o, 5’127

====0000000==== J.W.
Notes on the voluntary stabilisation scheome for the
marketing of eggs in Westérn Australia appearecd in..the July, 1941,
issue of the Monthly Marketing Review. We are .iadebted to Mr. John
Wade, Secretary of the Voluntary Egg Stabilisation Committec, Ferth,
for the "following additional information:- :

_ The Voluntary Egg Stabilisation Committee i8"still 4in
oporation and 1s now comprised of. four producer ropresentatives and
four represontatives of agents and merchants, with Dr. G.L. Sutton
as 1Indepcndent Chairman, choscn by the two interests - viz., produc-
érs and agents. The Committee has becen in operation sinco February,
1940, and has succeeded in its main purposec, viz., gtabilising tho
market by preventing sudden and wide fluctuations in'prices. Further-
more, prices have been maintained at a higher level during the export
Season than could otherwise have been the case. The Committee has
recoived numerous expressions of confidence from producers, and there
arec indications that produccrs may endeavour to obtain legislation to
Support the Committec in its work.

====0000000===~=
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HOMEBUSH LIVESTOCK MARKETS.

SHEEP SLIGHTLY CHEAPER;' UPUARD TREND IN
CATTIE AND PIG PRICES.

Asgregate_pennings of sheep_ang.lamba slightly smaller.

Yardings of sheep and lambs during August, when eight
sales were held, aggregated 268,238 head, only 802 head loss_ than
the total for July. Fairly substantial supplies wore available
until about the middlec of the month, but subscquent auctions were
marked by a stoady docroasc in the offorings, duc no doubt to
shcaring operations and to adversc ecasonal conditions in many
country contrcs. A fecaturc of tho markot, howovor, was tho fairly
good rcprcscntation of now scason's suckcr lambs, concignments of
which progrcssivecly inercascd.

Lightcr yardings of shocp-

Supplics of shecp again doolinecd, falling from 129,822
head in July to 123,079 in August, the docrcasc boing most notlec-
able towards the ond of thc month. Tho hecavicst offcring on any
onc salc day was 21,500 and the lightcst 10,057 hcad. Although
full woollcd shcep compriscd a good proportion of thc penning,
therc was a pronounccd incroacc in the perecntage of shorn
descriptions submittcd. Heavy woight wothors and owos madc by
far thc best showing and many consignmonts of cxcceptionally good
quzlity woere availablc. On ocecasions owes werc roather scarec bub
similtancous to hocavicr marketings of suckors, morc cwes wero
roccived and relicved the shortage of this class of mutton, Light
tradc shcop, both wothers and owecs, worc mostly of mcdium quality
but at times niccly furnishcd animals werc yoarded. At times,
drafts of plain aged and vory low conditioncd shcep werc submitt=
od and proved difficult to scll, but mostly thc quality could bo
classcd as very fair.

Improved rcalisations for sheop at closing auctions.

e Ovor the five salos hold 'between lst and 18th August,
valucs progrossivcly doelined, the £all cpproximating 1/- to 2/«
per hoad. Latcr, lightcr yardings -of shcop oonaidcrably‘stimulnﬂﬂ
demand and buyors opcrated with greater frocdom, rcsulting in
priccs rcturning to tho carlicr lovols, Deospite this gencral
improvcment over tho lattor part of tho month, thc averagoe
rotgins for shocp worc not so good as thosc for the preceding .
month. : '

The following salcs illustratc the pricc fluctuations
during August!- Early in thc month, opcrators bought go.od\,qunliw
44 1b wothors for 33d por 1b., tho draft roalising 22/4 oach.
Hoovy 60 1b. wethors sold on the same day at 25/10 cach or 244
per lb., whilc owos, woighing approximatcly 38 1b., cost 3d por
1b., boing disposed of at 17/9 per hoad, und o linc of hoavy owWe

/drossin5ﬂ’
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drcssing 56 lb., brought 20/9 cach or 234 por lb. Lator on,
supplies wecro sccured at rclatively lowcr rates, comperablc salec
being:= A draft of hcavy cwos, ucighino approximately 48 lb., ‘
mado 17/7 cach or 24 por 1b., and lightor cwes, drossing about

44 1b. of mutton, woro purch,scd ot 15/6 por hood, cgquivalent to
24  por 1b, VYethors of about 40 lb. woight werc disposed of at
17 ¢ ¢ach, costing 2.d pcr 1b., Whllc hoavier wothors, woclghlrg
approximatcly 60 1b., madce 24/6 per hcad, becing worth 22d pcr 1b.
Towords tho ond of August, lightaor vuraingu crcatod o much dcarcr
mcrkot; a pon of nice light trade 38 1lb., wothers 3old at 20/4
cach, rcalising 3zd per lb., whilec hcavicr uhOup, weighing 50 1b..
mede 22/5 oach, couivhlont to 3d pcr 1b.

iile

Sheep market closes strong.

Although average realisation* for sheep were lower %than
those for July, the market wac rmch stronger towards the zlosao,
when all grades sold at enhanced levels and values fully rccovered
from tho declinc manifcst carlier. In August, the hi bcst prige
por pound paid for light wethors was 3xpd por lb. as agﬂinst S*d
in July, whilo heavy shcocp rcached 33d por 1lb., .comparcd with 3zd
in the prcvious month. For tho most part, howovor, light wothors
were worth from 2"d to 32d _pcr lb. and on onc occasion worc
purchascd at from 2zd to 2 d. Hoavy wothor mutton mostly cost
from 2§d to 34 pcr lb. Bwos made as rmuch as 22d and 3d per 1lb. for
~ heavy and light rcespoctivcly, oqual to the bOut of the July roturns,
~ but GCHOPQII“ light tradc owcs; brought from 22d. to 2%d and hoavy

doseriptions realiscd 2d to 2id;per 1b. At timcs, primo woiuht"
wothers sold at as hilgh as 26/=- pcer hoad and sonme of tho bettor
class of ewes 21/-, but by far tho groater portion of thc wothors
waa disposod of at from 19/- to 24/- pcr hoad, according to weizght
and skin valuc, whillc owcs mostlr rcaliscd thc satlsfactory prlcos
of from 14/- to 20/~ caches It could bc sald that, on the wholoe,
the morket for cwes did not vary to such an cxtoat as that for
wothcrs. Shorn shecep sold at priccs ranging from 9/~ to 16/~ por ¥
hoad, which, owing to thc low rcturns for pelts, practically
roprecscnted tho coct of the carcesc to operators. Mcdium to pialn
sheop' brought from 7/- to 16/-"por hoad, ratos doponding lﬁr”tl- :
on thq finish of tho animal end skin valuc. o 10

Furthor incrcasc in conuignmcnts of lambs.

Thorc was = furthor incrcag, in pcnnings of lambs
rccoivals ‘totalling. 145,159 head, approximatcly 6,000 abuvc tho
July aggrogatc. Summoer 1hmbs woro not £o0 numcrous as in previouc
months, but quitc a fow consignments of mixed lambs and hoggcts
werc offorcd. Tho most noticoable improvement was in rospoct of
suckors, which werc rathor woll reproscntcd. Although 1light trade
summor lambs continucd in short supplr, hoavy wolght doscriptions
worc falrly plantiful and included many lots being in splcondlid
condition,: but r& littlc ‘too fat and woight" to suilt local trads
noode gcnorall* Thosc buyers able to utilisc this gradc of lambd
word vory woll caterod for. Suckors madc o vory attr ctivc showing
and tho ponnings Includcd gomo oxecptionally fino lots. '

/’SuCkODS CRE I B I )
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Suckors scll wcll but rates lower.

Although the extreme values of the previous month were
not fully maintalned, practically all grades of suckers sold at
satisfactory rates, and at all times met with a keen demand. It
was expected that the heavier consignments would rcsult in some-
what lowor roslisations. By mid-August prices had fallen by fron
1/~ to 2/~ per head but valucs partially rccoverocd bofore tho
ond of thc poriod, when suckors nostly worc about 1/- per head
chcapor than at the opening sales.

Loambs gencerally cheapor.

Somo fluctuation was apparcnt in the lamb narket during
August. but pricos gonorally wero. lowor than during July. At tho
opcning s-les, ratos mostly showed 1little apprcciablc change,
but from thon until the final weck waluce stoadily decelincd, the
total fall rancing from 2/- to ®/6 por hoad. Over thc concluding
stages, rcalisatlions wero bctter, an inprovenent of from - to
1/6 por hoad taking placc. Tho undcrmentioned salcs of suckers
and lambs indicatc the pricc tronds during August:- At tho
opening auctions, good trade lambs, wcighing 32 1lb., sold at
20/1 cach or 5¢d por 1b., and nice quality light tradc suckors,
drcssing approxinmately €8 1b., were disposcd of at 19/2 per head,
cquivelont to 72d per 1lb., whilc a pon of heavy lambe, 46 1lb. in
woight, cost 4d por 1b., rcallsing 22/10 occh. In nid-August,
good light tradc suckers werc obtainod for 6d per 1lb., a line
woighing approximately 27 1lb. bringing 16/11 per hoad, and good
trado lombs, drossing 36 1b., sold-at 19/1 cach, making 4§d por 1b.
On thc semc day, primc hoavy lambs, of 48 1b. welght, rcalisod
22/1 por hoad or 33d pcr lb. Towards tho cnd of thc month, nice
tradc suckors cost 65d por 1lb., a yard, dressing approximatoly
28 1b., boing obtaincd for 17/11 cach, whilo good hgavy lambs
wolghing 46 1b., brought 23/3 ocach, cquivalont to 42a@ por 1b.

Lembs and suckors scll at rcduccd prices.

All grades of lambs and suckers were affected b the
lower realisations, but the greatest decline was noticeable in
the rates for suckers. In the previous month, up to 84 per 1b.
was pald for suckers, but the highest pricc in Auguct was 74d
per 1b. Best 1light suckers, ranging from 26 to 33 1lb. in weigpht,
 mostly averaged from 63d to 7d per 1b., whilc suckors welghing
34 1b. and upwards nadc from 58d to 64 por 1lb. Light lambs cost
as muoh as 62d por 1b. but gonorally rcalisod from 43d to 53d,
while hogvior lambs, weighing 38 1b. and over, sold at fron
3id to 42d por 1lb., according to weight, wich odd salcs at 484
per 1b. During thc prcvious month, hoavy lambs madc up to &6d
por 1b. and 1light lambe cost as much as 63d por 1b.

At timos during August suckors reached 23/~ per houd,
and summor lambs mado 24/-: mostly, howover, ratcs for the bettor
grades wore from 17/- to 21/- for suckers and from 185- to 22/~
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each for lambs, with plainer descriptlons at relatively lower
levels. J

Variable consignments of cattle.

Consignments of cattle during August, 1941, aggregated
12,538 head, which total was slightly below that for July. There
were, however, nine sale dajs in July as ageinst eight in August,
and thus, on an average basis, dally truckings during the month
under review showed an improvement. Auctions in the storc scction
werc vory light, amounting to 947 head only. Numbers submltted
from day to day rovoaled a falr dogrec of fluctuation, whiloc
quality was most variable, being comparativoly good at times and
disappointing on other occasions. The proportion of grown cattle
offorocd cach sale day also showeod o wide variation. On the whole,
a large percentagc of tho consignments was marketcd in an unsatis-
factory conditlon, thus rcflocting the pastoral position, which
dotorioratcd further during tho month. Whilc somc rain was rocclved
in August, generally 1t was insufficient for requlrements.

Improved supplies of bullocks.

Supplies of bullocks-were variable; nevertheless, this
class of stock made the best showing for sone time. Good trade
lightweights prodominated but medlium to heavy weight animals were
well roprosented. Good guality grown cattle have been very scarce
at Homebush during most of this winter, and the greatly improved
consignmonts during the month under review afforded a wolcome
change. While not quite as high as thosc ruling on the final sale
day in July, average quotations for August oxceeded those of the
previous month. Prices werc highest during the earlier half of
thé month, when rates for good to prime lightweight bullocks ranged
from 41/~ to 45/~ por 100 lb. and quotes for medium woights were
from 40/- to 43/-. Valuos foll by as rmch as £1 por head during
tho final weok, but rocovcred somewhat on tho closing salc day,
when gquotations wore:- Heavy, 37/= to 40/=, Medium 40/- to 42/-,
Light 41/~ to 43/- por 100 1lb. A typical salo of heavy bullocks
was that of a pen of primc Shorthorns, ostimated to woigh 850 1lb.,
.which realisod £16.18.0 por hoad, oquivalont to 40/- per 100 1b.

Stecrs in good demand.

Stoers were generally well supplied throughout and for
the most part comprised good trade descriptions. The percentage of
prime animals varled and on somo occasions was rather small.
Values on the whole wore a little above the July levels. The
market was fairly steady and, oxcepting the final wook, rates
ranged from 43/- to 49/- por 100 1b. for good to primc quality.

Moderate trucklings of cows.

. For thc most part, cows were modorately supplicd. A falr
porcontage of tho beof broeds was of good trade quality and the

/pennings eeee.
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pennings Includsd e noticeable proportion of heavy descriptions.

A firm request prevelled and prices were well rmaintained. During
the greater part of the preriod,”“quotations ranged to 39/- per

100 1b, for good to prime heavy: sorts and 40/~"for lighter weights,
In cormon with other lines, values doelined a 1ittle during the
final week, - deaie Thg 4 1 .

Heifers rake falr Showing._lvu'

Consignments of héilfors were variable,; both as to
2 mbors ~ud quality. Generally, thoy made a fair showing, and all
grades of weight wero represcnteds At times, however, prime sorts
were avallable chieflr in odd lots. A very firm market ruled fop
@08t of the month and realisations mainly Worc from 39/~ to 46/=-
por 100 1b., covering good to prime beasts of all grades of weight,

Keen roquest for primo vealorsipni .

The fluctuations, In numbers and standard of wvarious
classes of cattle were particularly noticeable with vealers. On
one cecaslon, guality was the poorest seen for some time; on the
next sale day a very setisfactory. yarding was submitted. On the
whole, good trade sorts predoninated, while prime beasts werec
somewhat difficult to Securc. Prices fluctuated but mostly showed
an Inprovericnt on the July levels. During the carlice half of tho
period, quotations ranged from 51/~ to 56/~ per 100 1lb. for good
to prime quality. Later, values ‘went as high as 59/~ but on the
final sclo day vealers worc worth 53/- to 57/« por 100 1b.

Cattle valuecs harden.

A further slight improvement in the satlsfactory values
of cattle ruling in July was noticoable during August, and, on
tho whole, pricos werc only a little below thoso for the corros-
ponding period of 1940.

v

Heavy supplies of pigs contiﬂué}

Consignments of pigs for auction were again consistently
heavy and the August aggregate was 9,929 head, of which 5,706
arrived by rail. The total was lower than that of the previous
month, but the average weekly pennings were slightly higher, as
there werc only four saile days -as against five in July. Recent
rail arrivals have becn partlcularly heavy, petrol rationing
having compelled many producers, who formerly deliverod by motor
lorry, to utilise #ho rallways; where possible pigs aro being
forwarded by rail from suburban contres, such as Botany. Privato
Salos.in the Metropolitan Arca gccountcd for 2,609 hoad,

Quality porkers scll well.,

Porkers wore well supplied. throughout tho period but
quality was variablo. While good tradc soris Ww3rs woll reprosconted,

/primO.cnoc.
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prime deseriptions worc occasionally rolatively scarcc. Modium to
hoavy welghts again madc the bost showing, as many of the lighten
animals were 1n storc condition only. As is genorally the casc with
porkers, valuos fluctuated during tho progross of the auctions but
mostly they were better than thoso obtaincd in Juls. Apart from

the fluctuations mentioned, the market during August was fairly
stoady, prices of primc porkers, dressing 60 1lb., ranging on the
average to 39/~ por hoad. Primo heavy porkors (90 1b.) brought to
51/6 por hoad. Frcquently tho domand for small store pigs was dull.

Improved rcquest for baconors.

The markot continucd to be well stocked with baconors of
chiofly light and medium weight classcs. Although fair to good
trado types predominated, a noticcablo percentage was of prime
gradc. Request showed a distinct and progressive improvoment and
roturns to producers worc morc remunorativo than for some timo
past. On the opening salc day roalisations wore from 52/6 to 78/6
for good to primec baconors dressing 100 lb. and 150 1b., respcct-
ively, while closing quotcs were 57/6 and 82/6 per hoad. On a per
pound basis, very llttle difforonce in rates was noticed for pigs
drocssing botwoen 100 1b, and 130 1lb. A substantial numbor of
baconors was sold privately at the salc yards, the basis of
scttloment being a fixed price per pound for the carcasc.

Comparativoly light pennings of backfattors.

Pennings of backfatters werc comparatively light and
quality was somewhat variable. On the whole, however, the standard
wag vory falr, considering the number of plain to medium descript-
ions forward. While heavy backfatters woro moderatcly ropresentod,
rcally prime animels wero rather scarce. - As was tho casc with
baconors, prices of backfatters improved during August, although
the Increasc was only small. Quotations for good to prime sorts
drossing 200 to 350 1lb. ranged from 43zd to 5&d per 1b. and rates
for thosc dressing over 350 1b. worc from 43d to 5d.

Plg prices rcach more satisfactory levels.

Prices generally showed a further upward trend during
August and the pig-raising industry now is in a much more hopeful
position than it has been for some time past. Values are not as
high as those ruling during the corresponding perlod of 1940, but
numbers coming forward then were not so large and the export
situation was different.

G.c . &: J.?'Ia
====0000000====
According to a recent issue of the Canadian "Dairy News
Letter", reports reaching Great Britain from New Zealand outline
experiments with the objeet of preserving butter without the usec
of rofrigeration. The proscrvative used is a fruit obtained from
a trcopical trece known as guaiac.
====0000000= ===
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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SAIES
AT CTTY NUNICIPAL WARKET, SYDNEY.

Light stocks of coloured dessert applos.

Throughout August supplies of colourcd dessert apples
werc very light and at times the market was practically barc of
small sizes. While Intorstate Jonathan, Crofton, Statcsman, Romo
Boauty and Democrat wore obtainable carly in the month, subsocquently
this range of varieties was not avallablo, and buyors found it
difficult to sccurc other than Domocrat and occasicnal lines of
Rome Boaut - none of which was procurable at rates which would
allow retiiling at less than 1/- per dozon. Ample stocks of Granny
Sniths, comprising local and West Australian lots, wers on offor.
Oowing to thc dearth of colourcd“lines, demand was satisfactory and
valucs wore firm. Somc attractive packs of local Delicious were
forward and sold at up to 20/- por bushel. Tasmanian shipmonte of
apples werc mostly small.

Priccs of poars advancc.

There was a rapld decline in supplies of poars, with a
consequent advance in valucs. -Packham's Triumph, Wintcr Cole,
Winter Noclis, and Josephine varictlos worc obtainable during the
carly part of the month but towards the e¢losc buyers had only
Packham's Triumph and a fow Joscphincs to solecct from.

Satisfactory inquiry for Navol OPANEES.

_ Satisfactory inquiry was expericnced for navel oranges
from coastal and inland aroas. Genorally speaking, values showed
1ittle change, choice lines sclling ‘to 8/=, with occasional
socloctcd packs to .9/~ per bushel. Towards the ond of the nonth
consignments rcaching the selling floors fell away and prices
tendcd to firm. LS oS

i

Choice mandarins found rcady sale at all times and
rates advanced about 2/~ pcr bushel, up to 12/- boing paid. On
the otheor hand, lower grade fruit cleared slowly.

: The market for lomons was dull and stocks were difficult
to disposc of, even at the very low prices ruling.

at roather low lecvels., -

Supplics of passionfruit wore much lighter than during
the provious mcnth and, as a result, values for tho better class
packs rosc, the increasc in somo instances bcing about 5/— per
half-casoc. ; ' ' '

For the most part, roqucst for bananas was comparatively
weak owing to tho bulk of tho supplies on offor boing of medium
gquality only. Rates mainly were, at falrly low levels, whilc at
times ripe lots sold very.cheaply. . /MoAorato seceeceses
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Moderate consignments of pineapples; papaws plentiful.

_ Consignments of pineapples were only moderate but,
owing to the prevalence of "Black Heart" in many packs, sales
generally were slow and values were weak.

Although papaws were plentifully supplied, the variable
quality of many lots was responsible for a very wide range of

prices,

Quoensland strawberrics were roceived at tri-weokly
intervals. The offerings included some attractive lines, for
which very satlsfactory prices were obtained, but, owing to
dry weather, a fairly large percentage of the berries was of
small size and, in many instances, stocks had to be disposed
of to jam manufacturers. _

Vegetable market very firm.

The limited quantities of vegetables on offer from day
to day during August resulted in a very firm market. Compared
with the corrcsponding month of 1940, values, in a number of
instances, werc over one hundrecd per cent. higher, The shortage
of supplies was attributed mainly to dry weather and, in tho ecase
of motropolitan growers, to wator restrictions. The rains roceived
during the month wero bencficial but some timo must oelapsc bofore
production will improve. The mein volume of business was transact-
ed on Monday, Thursday and Friday of cach wock; the attondanco of
buyers on the other days was small, duc to transport difficultics
arising from petrol rationing.

Morked decreasc in quantity of beans available.

Consignments from the North Coast and Queensland
constituted the only beans.available but arrivals showed a marked
falling-off, and on the 18th August the receivals were about two-
thirds of the quantity submitted four weeks earlier. The limited
supplies caused a sharp advance in wvalues and as much as 22/=
per bushel was realised., Dry weather in the growing arcas was
responsible for the generally mediocrc standard of most lots

forwarded.

Prices of peas well mninfdined.

. Offorings of poas varied from day to dey and rarcly .-
oxccoded the 1,000 bag mark; on many occasions, only about 500"
bags were availlable. Thoe bulk was of good quality and price lovels
woré well maintained, choice deseriptions selling at from 14/- to
- +17/« per bushel. )

Végy satisfactory returns for cauliflowors.‘

This scason growors of cauliflowers have been rocciving
/vory s s s
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very satisfactory roturns and thesc continuod during August.
Supplies for tho most part worc only moderate and worc disposcd
of without difficulty. Towards thd close, thoro was 4 falling-off
in the quantitios arriving, many -oroas having "eut out", and tho
norket was firmor.

Inercasc in consignmonts of cabbages towards
close of month.

in exceptionally good demand ruled for cabbages at
relatively high prices until late in the month. Then increased
consignments were received and caused values to weaken slightly.

Good request for tomatoes.

Receivals of Quecnsland tomatoes ranged from about
17,000 to 23,000 half-cases per weck. Both groon and coloured 11nos
woro in vory good roquest. Some coloured packs from Southorn
Quoonsland were of oxceptionally good quality and rcalised up to
14/~ por half-casc. Small lots of 1ocal Glasshousc tomatoes wore
aveilable and eleared roadily; considorably increcased supplios aro
cxpected to come forword during Septembor. The hot-housc tomatoos
on offer werc choice samplcs and sold at rates in advanco of thosc
ruling for Glasshousc and ficld grown lots. :

Loosc earrots and swede turnips dearcr.

Thore was an extromcly keen inquiry for looso carrots
and pricos rose to high lovels. Swede turnips also mot a very
satisfactory domand at highor rates.

Although pumpkins sold somowhat slowly early in tho month,
subscquently they were in bottor roquest and the market firmed

apprcciably.
R.M.

-===0000000====

AIEXANDRIA RAILWAY GOODS YARD
AND SUSSEX STREET SALES.

Heavy consignments of local potatoes.

During August arrivals of local potatoes at Alexandria
Railway Goods Yard totalled 26,764 bags, only 170 bags less than
the number submitted in July, when the largest monthly supply for
the year was avallable. Potatoes from Crookwell constituted almost
half of the total yarding. Despite the fact that some lines were
withheld for regrading, quallty generally was good. Although the
percentage of No. 3 grade on offor was slightly higher, the propor-
tion of stock food was negiigible and conslgnments consisted mainly
of cholce table lines. Generally the sales were well attended but
a somewhat easler tendency was apparent towards the end of the
period. Cholcc table 1incs were in good request throughout and

/consequently eses
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consecuently prices rose., Values of No. 3 Grade and seed were
also a little flirmer, but No. 2 Grade showed a decline in quality,
and rates were lower. Realisations at auction were:- No. 1 Grade -
£4,5.4 to £7.10.0, with one special linc at £8.6.8 to £8.,13,4:

No, 2 £3.0.0 to £5.0.0; No. 3 £2,11.8 to £4.16.8; Seod £3.0.0 to
£5.16.8 per ton; Stock Food 3/- to 3/9 per bag.

Reduced consignments of Viectorian tubers worc on offer,
only 3,388 bags boing railed to Alexandria compared with 11,400
in thc previous month. Quality generally was bottor and higher
priccs worc obtalned, most sales being offected at £4,10,0 to
£5,5.0 por ton, while occasional lots brought as much as £6.0.0.

Shipments of Tasmanian potatoes to Susscx Stroct
amounied to 74,892 bags, tho bulk of which was comprised of
Browncllis., The gencral standard of tho offerings was good, and
prime lots werc disposocd of soon after arrival. Fixed prices of
Brownells werc incrcascd from £7.0.0 per ton during tho first
trading pericd %to £8.10.0 and then were loworcd by 10/=- per ton
during the rfinal wecek. Ratos for Snowflakos wero steady at £5.0.0
per ton %i1lli tho closing wcok, whon they worc rison to £5,10,0.

Acutc onlon shortage.

During August, only 369 bags of Victorian onions woro
railled to Alexandria. Thosc were not submitted on the wholosalc
markct but werc sont dircet to storos in Sussox Stroot, whonce
thoy woro rationcd out to buyors at rates in aceordancc with tho
Priccs Commissioncr's schedulo.

The 110 tons of New Zealand brown onlons received during
the period did little to alleviate the position, and were soon
disposed of at the high price of £25.0.0 per ton.

Pumpkin prlices fluctuate.

LA 4

Arrivals of pumpkins were heavier than during July, and
totalled 83 trucks, of which 45 were from New South Wales centres
and 38 from Queensland. At the commencement of the month, prices
were steady at £4.0.0 to £5.0.0 per ton. Throughout the second and
third trading perlods, rates gradually rose, till from £8,0.0 to
£€9,0.0 por ton was being paid. As a result of these higher valuecs,
consignmonts inecreased and quotes were forced down to £8.0.0.
Heavy stocks continued to arrive and prices dropped to £6.0,0.
In the clesing stages, however, the markct firmed to £7.10,0 per
ton.

Other vagetablos sell well.

Rall receivals of local carrots were confined to one
bag, which realised 16/9 at auction. A similar position arose in
the case of local parsnips, where the bag to hand brought 6/6.
Victorian parsnips were only moderately stocked, 601 bags being

/submitted ceee.
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submitted; thess were in keen demand at from £10.0.0 to £11.10.0
per ton. Swedes also were lightly supplied, only 990 bags being
on offaer. The majorlty:of .these crrived ecarly in the month and
gold at £6.,0.0 to £7.0,0 per ton. As the shortage became more
pranaunced; pricss rose to .£11.10,0, and were practically constant
at this figure, although one truck realisod £13.10,0 por ton by
auction.

N Shipments of swedes from Tasmania totalled 8,187 bags;
during the earliler half of ‘the month, quotations were £8.0,0 per
ton, hut .lator wore incrcased to £10.0.,0. The offcring of Tasmen-
lan carrots aggregated 939 boags ond realised from £14.0.0 to
£15.0,0 por bton, whille the 1,042 bags of Tasmanian parsnips
brought from £11.0,0 to £13.0,0 per ton, the latter being the
closiny quote. : :

: - Taismanian dry peas were in light supply throughout the
montl and old ay the unaltered rates of 28/~ per bushel for blue
MA"Y greds end 11/~ per bushel for grey descriptions.

 ﬁeav#:égpp1ias'of caten chaff.

During August arrivals of oaten chaff at Alexandria
Rallway Goods Yard rose to 158 trucks, compared with 115 for the
previous month. The quality of the consignments was variable, but
choice lots met a firm request, Sales by private treaty ranged
from:£5.0,0 ta £5,10,0 for medium, up to £7.0,0 for good and from
£8.0,0 to £8,10,0 per ton for choice.

Smell stocks of wheeten chaff.

-+ The heavy offering of oaten chaff was offset by reduced
consignments of wheaten .chaff, only 62 trucks, or about two-thirds
of the previous month's yarding, being available., Private troaty
prices wore practically unchanged at £4.10,0 to £6.10.0 por ton,
while by auctlon frcm £5.0,0 to £5.8.4 was recorded. A small

Quantlty of mixod valen and wheaton chaff was submitted; quality
-generally wae good and values ranged to £8.0,0 per ton.

Small rise In lucerne cheff market.

= Supplies of lucerne chaff returned to normal proportions,
after .the heavy truckings for July. The 84 trucks on offer during
August wore mostly of medium descriptions, but good, and sometimes
choice lines wers available. On the whole, values showed a-slight
improvement, and sales were effocted at £4.0,0 to £6.,10.0 for -
modium to good lots and from £7.0.0 to £7.5.0 per ton for choice.

Incrcased stocks of Maitland lucerne hay wore forwarded
and amounted to 19 truecks against 4 during July. The hay was of
mich better standard. and realised from £5.0.0 to £6.,10.0 per ton.
On the other hand, lucerne hay from other contros ageregated 129
trucks or 49 trucks less than during tho provious month. Ratcs
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were generally unchanged at £3,5.0 to £5,0,0 per ton for ncdiun
with good dcscriptions quoted at £6.0.,0 and primc bringing £7.0.0
to £8.0.0. Approximately 40 balcs of Hunter River luccrne hay
arrlved In Sussex Street during August. Most lines were of choice
description and. the consignments sold well at from £5.10,0 to
£6.,10,0 per ton. s

L

Improved ingulry for straw.

Arrivals of local straw at Alexandrila were unchenged at
29 trucks but Victorian supplies fell from 30 to 13 trucks. The
price for cholce local lots rose from £4.10,0 at the commencement
of the period to £5.15.0 per ton at the conciusion. Victorlan
lines sold mainly at £6.0.0 to £6.5.0 but at one stage reached
£6.10,0 per ton. :

The bulk of the 49 trucks of ocaten hay ralled to Alex-
andria was consigned dircct to~private firms. A few lots disposcd
of by private treoaty cleared rocadily ot £8.0,0 to £8.10,0 per ton,
while some submitted by cuction realised £5.0.,0 to £6.1.8.

Firmer rates for maize.

After an unsteady start at 3/1 per bushel, yellow maize
grodually rose in price to 3/4 in the middle of the period. From
then onwards business was much brisker and quotes firmed to 3/8,
with occasional sales at 3/9 per bushel. No white maize was on
offer, any receivals being consigned direct to private firms.

The market in Sussex Street followed a similar trend,
yellow mailze selling at 3/« per bushel early in the period and
subsequently rising to 3/6. No white maize was available till the
third week of the month, when it realiscd 3/9 per bushol.

Reduced stocks of wheat wero submltted, the 13 trucks
received roprescnting half the numbor offercd during the provious
month. A satlsfactory rocqucst prevailed, and f.a.q. lines brought
4/6 por bushel by privatc trcaty. Auction rcalisations rangcd fron
2/9, for inforior, to 4/2 por bushol. T S

Only limitcd supplios of oats, agrrogating 8% trucks,
worg avallable., Disposals werc chlofly by auctlon bt 2/8 to
3/5% por bushcl,

B.0'C.
~===0000000==~~

"Foreign Crops and Markots" reports tho complotion of a
factory at Taubate, Brazil, for the manufacturc of orangc products,
including concentrated julecc, cattle fodder and a pulp to be usod
in the local manufacturc of papor.
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WHOIESALE PRICES (CF VARIOUS COMMODITIES
IN SYDNEY (N.S.W.) DURING AUGUST, 1941,
AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 31st AUGUST,1939.

The following table gives particulars of the range cf
prices in Sydney, as collected and recorded by the State Marketlng
Bureau in respect of various commodities for the periodsindicated:

Commodity August, 1941 31lst August,1939.
From | To
Wheat - Home Consumption:
Bulk - per bushel 3/114d (unchanged) 2/4d
Flour - per ton £10.4.2 {(unchanged) £6,12.3
{plus £2:8.10 tax) (plus £6.2.9 tax)
Bran =~ per ton i £G;0 0 ) i £4.5.0
Pollard " " £6.0.0 ) Unchanged £4,5,0
Eggs (hen) - per dozen . 1/2a (unchanged) 1/~
Butter: : -
Choice =~ per cwt. 161/2d ) 161/24
First Quality " 153/62& ) unchanged 156/6d
Second " " 151/104) 151/104
Cheese: - .
Loaf er 1b. : :
Large p"I‘ n _ . ié%d; unchanged %é%d
Special brands per lb, 114 1/24 1/24
Pigs (Avattoir Sales): |
- August,1941° 29th August, 1939
Good to prime: per head - From .= To. From To
Porkers - eoxtra light 22/6 35/6 31/6 40/6
" - light : 32/6 40/6 39/6 44/6
" - medium weight 37/6 47/6 43/6 57/6
" - heavy 46/6 51,6 50/6 54/6
Baconers 52/6 82/6 60/6 75/6

Notes The pig sales nearest to 31st August, 1939,
were those held . on 29th August, 1939.
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AVERAGE SPREAD BETWEEN THE
AND PRICE PAID BY THE CON

STLEET

ING BUREAU - DIVISION OF MARKETING - DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE- NEW SOUTH WALES.

RETURN TO THE PRODUCER
SUMER.

Realtsation by Wholesale LIVE ANIMAL
Butcher = Carcase. BI)  §1-4- !
E Skin . 9j6 Z% Z/d.z/
dibleOffl. 1 %3/“0/ “~ Wholesale Bufchers Expenses 1 Profits
Cost to Wholesale Butchcr] &1-6 I l , 4 Graziers Marketing Costs :-
on of o Homabush Fraght (1o miles) 26
Consumer paid for Retail culs 5% CARCASE ONLY 3= 3 Unloading, drafting 1 delivery I
plus suct trimmings dc. | 19 e 5. d , ’ I Faddocking Matering? Resting 5
' \ tolg 5"1::;““"“ } 183 Yard dues(M.1.C. charges) I
0 Agents Commission i
Retal Butchers expenses 338
\ " 4 profits.
(ost oRelail Butcher. 31D 3 i
S DuithE A7), Wi b &2
expenses 1 profits 1
Cost toWholesaleButchee  12-0 7172774,
| | Graziers Marketing costs :
3-0 + (omitting 34 commission < Net sales return to Gragier for live animal
P . ] [ on value of skin). ﬁlB <3
Net Sales Return o vajmr 9-0r—
B155 0 CRAPK:- Good Trade Wether: 9 Gragiers costs of prodluction should e
46l dressed wewght, sold o hoof @ a@a’wfeft’/‘mm s relurn.
f?z&yfi}a’%aw/Z/‘jf—/—zﬂ"ﬂa@;ff P Net 3ales veturnio Gragier NOIL. for proporteonate weiphts of ﬁ?
ofskin vidlue 56 & 4615, dressea wery Jornts. elc b tre carcase recourse was bad b
value al 34d  17/-. 7q. 0 ¥ E\f i{‘;ﬂﬁ@ value of wether chart rssued by Master Butohers Association.
Comprlation Cheched’. 5 A-A. WATSON,
A Ty Chief, Division of Marketin.




