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| HIGHLIGHTS

: It 1s esg¢rmated from figures supplied by the
National Council of ‘ool Selling Brokers that the wool
¢lip now being shorn in Australia will amount to
3,890,000 bales, heing an increase of 84,000 bales as
compared with last season,

Minister for Commerce expects that Britain's
purchases of Australian butter for the 1241/42 season
will be 60 per cent. of the total shipped last vear., It

is expected, however, that ‘considerably largsr quantities
of cheese will be taken.

ooy New South 'iales Chief Secretary is endeavouring

to improve the marketing of fish. With the co-operation
of fish agents at the fish markets a high standard of
efficiency and hyglene has been obtained, with the result
that fish condemmed has been substantially reduced in the
last two years. He considered, however, that there was
still room for improvement. )

The Minlstor for Customs states that for the
third year of the war, refrigeration space for shipping
of meat will amount to-only 27,000 tons, which would be
used for lamb., Beef will be sont to troops in the Middle
East. The export of frozen mutton would bs prohibited
and the ‘entire exportable surplus canned.

According to newspaper reports, an Australian
canning production for the Department of ‘Supply and
Development comprlscs 18,000,000 pork and beef sausages
per month from August, 1941. These huge orders come from
the British authoritics in tho Middle East and from Indi

Obscrvance of the voluntary form of grading
dressed poultry is steadily increasing, states the Hone
Secrotary of the Tablc Poultry Counefl of Now Scuth Wale
Many of the largest firms in ydney arc adopting tho ]
Couneil's schemc and it is hoped that within the noxt £
months most of the poultry firms in Sydncy will bc using
authorised grading tags. -
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MARKETING OF EGGS IN WESTERN AUSTALIA.

Marketing of Eggs Act, 1938, Westorn Australia.

In thc issuc of the "Monthly Markcting Roview" of -

. .January, 1940, ther¢ appeared a resume of tho Marketing of Eggs
‘Aet, 1938, of VWestern Australia. Thils Act was asscnted to in
January, 1939, and was the outcome of persistent efforts by .
producers, extending over a considerable period, to have the
poultry-farming industry in Western Australia placed on a more
satisfactory basis. Comparison of the Act with the original
Bill disclosed that cecrtain scctions of the latter wore
drastically amended during the course of its passage through
Farliament. Further amendments werc made to the Act in December,
1939, but no steps, as far as can be ascertained, havc yct been
taken by egg producers towards thc constitution of an Egg
Markcting Board. N

Advices regarding industry operations in Westorn
Australia indicated that, whilst a Marketing Board had not been
established, producers of that Statc had endeavourcd to tide
over present difficulties, especlally those brought about by
sudden fluctuations of prices, by the institution of a voluntary
stabilisation scheme. The following information regarding the
operation of this schcme was supplled to the Chief of the -
Division of Marketing (Mr. A,A. Watson),. during a rceont visit
to Western Australia, by a well-known firm working under the

schcm@.

Egg;stabilisation Ebol.

The Egg Stabilisation Pool is operated on a purely
voluntary basis and is Tor thec purposec of stabllising prices
only and one ‘or two matters incidental thersto, It 1ls: controlled
by an Egg Stabllisation Committec comprising three producer
representatives, and three representatives of agents, with Dr.
GesL~ Sutton, representing the Government, as Chairman.

Wholesale prices of eggs arc fixed by the Committec at
rates reflecting its judgment as to supply and demand and the
producer 1is pald accordingly by the agent to whom he conslgns his
eggs, 1lrrespective of whether the eggs arc sold or note A
stabilisation charge of one half-penny per dozen 1s made In
respoct of all eggs consigned to the pool., All surplus eggs held
by the agents are sold to the Committec at the prices pald to the
producer. These eggs arc candled and cold stored and sold by the
Committee in Kalgoorlie and other inland centres and also for
ships' stores, etc. Any loss sustalncd by the Committee in
selling these eggs for which, as has been saild, it has pald the
fixed prices, is met from the Stabilisation Fund.

In addition to the stabilisation fee of ¢ne half-penny

per dozen (it was originally one-ecighth of a penny?, the producer

pays a selling commission of five per cent. on rcalisatlons plus

a casc maintenance charge of 2d per full-sizc casc and 1d per helf-
CaSC seeese
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casc. Tho cascs arc. of two capatitics, namely, 25 and 12% dozon,
Now cascs and flllors arc purchased by tho produccr, the agents
undortaking to kcep them in good éondition for the above-montioned
chargos. The agont who supplliocd this iInformation stated that the
maintenance charges do not pay. The produccr a4lso pays an account
-~ @8ale foe of 6d on cvery consignment and 2d por dozcn for candling

' and grading.

Grading and Stamping of Eggs.

Eits - Therc arc four firms or agents handling oggs under tho
- above scheme, the operations of each of them having regard to a
- Regulation gazetted under the Agricultural Products Act of

. Weztern Australia. The egz grades in use in Western Australia

~ . are as follow:- ; ; L=

Special o 2% oz.
Standard ees 1% 0z. to 2% o2.
Pullet sde T A W R
Cooking «vs under . 1% oz.
P l.llp TR » 1% . "

i At least one of the firms in question stampstheir eggss
'~ The stamps used show the number of the girl responsible for the

'c?ndling and grading, the grade of the ogg, and the namc of the
fm. : ; Il X

Girl ogg packers cmployved under this scheme are required
to pass a test instituted by the Westorn Australian Dopartmont of
Agriculturc, as to their profilcioncy as candlors.. Tho tost covers
both practical and theorctical aspocts and has rogard, also, to
gpcod. On passing this tcst, thrv girl is issucd with a cortificato
and a number, If therc arc too many complaints rogarding a girl's

. packing, the Dopartment of Agriculturo may dcprive hor of her
cortificatc and thercupon. shc can:no lohger bc cmployed as an !
cgg packer under the scheme. “Tho firm cmploying the girl 1s also
"reguired to hold a cortificatc ontitling it to function undor the

scheme and may be deprived of 1ts.cortificato.

----QOOOQOO‘;;‘ J

! For some time past the Egg Marketing Board, Sydney, NeW
South Wales, has been investigating the possibilities of the usé
. of a new type of fibre-board egg-container to take the place of
- wooden egg-cases. During the 1940 export season, with the approvés
of the Department of Commerce, the equivalent of 25 cases of 686°
was shipped to London in fibre-board.containers. Reports receive®
werc that both the eggs and containers arrived in a very satisf
ory condition. It was pointed out, however, that the eggs werec
unloaded in London and went into consumption with a minimum ame
.. of handling; on the other hand, the journey to London was som
.protracted owing to war shipping delays, Further and morc exter
oxperiments are contemplatcd. '

=== 000000====
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MARKETING FACILITIES AT SINGLETON. NEW SOUTH VIALES,

' . In the June, 1941, issue of the Monthly Marketing Review
appeared information concerning the public marketing facilities at
Tamworth. Similar particulars follow of the public markets at
Singleton, one of the principal rural centres (as distinct from
the coal-fields towns) of the Hunter-lManning Statistical Division.

Singleton 1s sltuated on the Hunter River, 148 miles
north of Sydney, and has a population of approximately 3,700. The

. surrounding district is noted for dalrying and pig-ralsing, and

the greater portion of the cultivation on holdings is devoted to
fodder crops (maize, lucorne, oats, sorghum, octc.). Howcvor, within
30 miles of Singleton appreciable quantitics of e¢itrus (princip-
ally oranges and mandarins), stonc fruits, notably pcachos, and
vogetables arc produccd.

Markot of thé'Singleton Contral Co-opcrative Socicty,
John Strecot, Singlcton.

This markct 1s conduetcd by the Singlcton Contral Co-
operativc Soclety, most of thc sharcheldcrs of which arc daeiry
farmers. Established 32 ycars, thc markct is said to be activo and

__oxpanding. -

i Lustion salcs of farm produco, fruit and vegotables are
hcld cach Tuesday, commoencing at 11 a.me., and private trcaty salcs
tako placc throughout’ thce weck. The goods submitted arc from the
arcas adjoining Singlcton and adjaccent thcrcto. Tho markot caters
for the local trade, and, bosidcs sclling the farmers' producc,
handlecs foodstuffs likcly to be rcquircd by thoe farmers. =~

Markots of Mossrs. Grainger & Falkiner Pty. Ltd.,

?'

John Strcet, Singloton.

These.privately owned:'markets could be divided into the
following sections:-

Front portion, wherein fruit, vegetables, produce and
miscellaneous second-hand goods are displayed.

Central portion, contalning poultry pens.
Rear portion, for hides and skins.

Roofed pens and yards, with concrete floors, situated
a short distance away from thc other promiscs, for penning,

. drafting and sale of pigs and calves. (This scctlon is claimed to

bo as up-to-date as any in New South Walcs).

Auction salos arc hold .cach Tuesday, from 10 z.m. to

5 p.m. Those markcts arc active and arc sald to bo improving. Thcy

have becn ostablishod ovor 40 years,
g /Tho TEE
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The pigs and calves. are mostly drawn from district
dairy farms, btut somec arc-rccelved from the Upper Hunter;
average yvardings approximate 250 head of each. Pigs penned on
Tuesday, 20th May, ranged from suckers to backfattors and
Included stores and sows with litters. A number of vealers was
notliced amongst the calves: In addition to local butchers,
Aberdeon, Newcastle and  Metropolitan (Sydney) buyers attend
thesc sales. Direct consignments from farms to Aberdeen and.
Newcastle have causod some diver ion of business in recent
years.' .

In the skin and hide scction, the offering of rabbit
skins from Singleton and the Upper Hunter 1s stated to be
extensive, amounting to betwecn z and 1 ton per weck durlng the
winter months; about 60 hides and 100 shecpskins, chiofly from
local butchers, are submitted each wock.. . -

Between 200 and 250 pailrs of poultry from the Singleton
locality are sold ecach sale; these comprisc mainly fowls but some
ducks and’ turkeys arc included.

: " .« Pruilt in season, principally stono frults, grapes and
citrus, is rcceived frnom the surrounding districts, and amounts
to betweoen 300 and 400 cases per weock at pcak periods. Apples
and pears arc sold "on consignmont™ from the Apple and Pear Board:

Vegetables from local growers are auctioned, the
quantities and varieties wvarying &ccording to the timc of" the
yaar and the soasonal conditions. '

: Markets of Messra. hn. Bailqy & Son Camgbell Stract,
Singleton. :

Established over 40 ye&ra, ths markets owned by Messjﬂs
VWim, Balley & Son éonsist of¢- I

A large galvanised iron building, with wooden floor,
in which fruit, vegetablos, produce, eggs and miscellaneous
second hand goods are displayed and sold.

112 Poultry Pensa

65 Pig Pens, with galvanised .iron roof, concrete
floors, and 1oading platforms.

80 Calf Pens, with gravelled floors, galvanised iron
roof and loading platforms. 4 .

This rirm also handles hidos and skins.

Auctions are hﬂld ‘each Tuesday, commcncing at 11 a.me
Supplies of calves and pigs are drawn from . the Singlcton distrd

/and l‘
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and from other parts of the-Hunter River area. The bulk of the
animals 1s transported by motor lorry. Buyers from Sydney,
Newcastle and Aberdeen, as well as local butchers, attend.
Reallsations are in line with Homebush prices, allowing for
transport -costs., '

_ The plgs fardedtincludcd all types, whilst some vealers
were notlced amongst the calves. The poultry consisted mainly of
fowls, with some ducks, and odd turkeys and gecse.

' Apart from a small supply of apples "on consignment"
from the Apple and Fear Board, thc fruit, vegotables and produce
on display were from local sourccs. A featurc of the frult
section was the packing in cases of approximately one-quarter
Dbushel capacity, presumably to meet the requirements of the
housewlves. These cases were not uniform in measurements, but
varied with the different frults; some were cherry cases, but
most appeared home-made. A number of these quarter-cases of
fruit was auctioned, and realiscd mostly 2/« each. Tomatoes,
mandarins, oranges, lomons and apples were available in quarter-
cases, whilst lemons were also submitted in paper bags holding
one or two dozen each.

Vegetébles, too, were offercd in lots to sult the
housewife, c.g.,

Beans - Pager baﬁs holding 1 peck.
Potatoes - ¢ ' " 1 quarter
Chokos - " " v 1 dozen

Beetroot and swede turnips - Lots of 3 to 4 bunches.

. .. - Around the wall of the shed were fixtures into which
each customer's purchases could be stacked until the auction ended,
if so desired. ; YOTE PG

. Livestock Saleyards, Singleton.

_» .- The Llvestock saleyards are situated about two miles out
of Singleton, in the Patrick Plains Shire, and are ovned by the
Shire Council. Regular auction sales arc held every Vednesday,
Whilst specilal sales take place &t intervals to mect the desires
of agents.,

o Reéords made available by the Shire Couﬁdil show that
disposals at the Saleyards have becns- ) ¢ U

Class of Annual Average 1938 1939 1940
Stock .. Tor 10 years - :
P . '\ O 60.,

¢« - - Head Head Head
' Sheep 6,926 head 13,897 9, 489 10,856
.o Cattle 34,499 " 34,348 24,679 21,575
- Horses 669 _. . -, . 469 253 262

/Supplies.aess.
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- Supplles are drawn from various centres, depending to
a large extent on seasonal conditions, both locally and elsewhers,
During the past few years, owing to adverse seasons in the
Hunter Valley and, more recently, in the New England, a greater
proportion of the fat cattle has been received from Queensland.
Normally, any deficiency in supplies from nearby localities would
be made up from the New England or Northern Tableland district of
New South Wales. The drought also affected the Singleton dlstrict
- demand for store cattle, and caused a steep decline in yardings.

The fact that the Saleyards are situated about three
miles from the railway 1s not as great a drawback as might be
expected. Cattle trucked to Singleton for sale are spelled before
submission, and the:spelling paddocks lie between the rallway and
the saleyards. Very few fats are trucked away from Singleton;
most of these are bought by either local or Maitland butchers,
and the latter také any purchdses to Maitlend by road. Store
cattle are mostly bought by loéal and district farmers or
grazlers and go by road to the properties. _

AT The ‘'sheep submitted are limited in number and are
prineipally for slaughter locally or in nearby tovms., -

The following is the schedule of yard dugs payable on
stoeck sold:- &

per head
Sﬁore Cattle_ . ' e 2d
""Dairy and Fat Cattle S ' 44
Sheep .. .o .o l}ﬂ
HOI"‘BGS e .0 . -

No charge 1s made for stock offered but not sold,

Disadvantages of preosent markets.

The opinion was expressed that the present calf and pif
markets, situated as they are within the town boundaries, lead
to some traffic congestion and occaslon a certain amount of s
annoyance to nearby residents, particularly when animals arrive
by rall and are penned overnight. In addition, buyers must attend
‘two markets to gauge the total available offerings.

A further factor is that each local butcher now
operates his own slaughtor-house, a system tending to inercase
costs and reduce the efficiency of supervision.

i’ A suggestion was made that Singleton 1s a sufficiontly,
important centre to justify a municipally or co-operatively owné
and operated central slaughter-house (or abattoir), with calf an
pig saleyards adjacent thereto, and by-product works attachode

_ Ce
====0000000====
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HOMEBUSH LIVESTOCK MARKETS.

LIGHTER OFFERINGS OF SHEEP AND CATTIE
- HEAVIFR CONSIGNMENTS OF PIGS.

1Lighféf bfféfinga of.shaép.and lambs.

«.. .. . There was a marked falling off in the numbers of sheep
. and lambs consigned from country centres to the Homebush Saleyards
* during June. Export restrictions and the fact that graziers are
" holding sheep for the ensuing wool clip and lamb drop were, no
doubt, the main contributing factors towards the lighter yardings.
Pennings throughout the period aggregated 248,003 head, or approx-
. imately 68,000 less than the May total..It is expected that light
supplies will continue, for some time yet, or at least until the
- main body of new season's sucker lambs 1s avallable later in the
Year. ( o 190k ae 3

Smaller pennings of sheep.

Although fair numbers of wethers were ‘offered, ewes were
particularly scarce, consignments being considerably curtailed
owing to the commencement of lambing in a numbér of centres., During
June, 135,509 sheep were penned, this being some 44,214 bolow the
total for May. The scarcity of feed in some parts of the State and
the effects of frosts on pastures were reflocted in the Inecreased
proportion of medium to falr trade shecp yarded. Very few drafts
of good quality ewes were noticed, aged plain descriptions predom-
lnating. Amongst tho Wwethers, howevor, there was a fair ropresent-
atlon of good to prime grades, mostly on the weighty side and
carrying big skins. In the light sheep, mainly falr to good trade

qualities werc available,'only cceasional lots of prime grade
being included. Amongst the hoavy shecp 'penned werc ‘somc outstand-
Ing lines of. prime crossbred wethers and ewes. ' =~ -

L3

Lower closing rates for shocp.  °

- P

; During June rates for the bétter grades of sheep showed
‘Some improvement over the average of those ruling during May, but
¥ith medlum to plain descriptions the advence was not.so pronounced.
Barly in the month the market rose by from 1/- to 1/6 per head and
by the end of the third week, as the result of a stronger demand,

& further increase of 1/- to 1/6 each was apparent, making a total
gain of from 2/- to 3/- per head. During the final weck, prices
fell, the decline being from 2/- to 2/6 per head and, in some
instances, more, so that it could be said that ‘the advance in

rates was practically lost by the end of .the month's operations.

Some indicatlon of the market fluctuations Is convdyed
the.following;actual salgs:=- Yy i e

- I-’

i At the opening euctions, & pen of good trade wethers,
'elghing approximately 40 1b., sold at 17/8 each, equivalent to
ed per 1b., while a line of 40 1b. ewgs realised 16/2 per head,

JOB wraae
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or 2%d per 1b., and a consignment of heavy wethers, about 54 1b.
in weight, brought 21/11 each, costing 34 per 1b, Subsequently,
following on improved realisations, good trade wethers, welghing
44 1b., were disposed of at 21/7 per head, making 3324 per 1b.
Later, however* prices eased somewhat and 44.1b. wethers sold at
19/4 each or o3d per lb., and at the end of June wethers of
similar weight cost 19/2 per head, or 3d pcr 1lb. The variation
'In rates of heavy wethers was equally apparent, but, owing to the
shortage of supplies, prices of ewes for the most part did not
fluctuate as much.

Average values somewhat higher.

Although at the end of June, shecp were obtained at
prices below those pald earllier in the period, average realisations
per. 1lb. were higher than ‘those ruling throughout ‘May. In June,
light wethers cost as high as 3%d per 1b. and heavy descriptions
made up to 3id, as compared with 32d and 3d, respectively, in
the previous month but mostly light wethers made from 34 to 3zd
per lb. and heavy brought from 2zd to 3d. On one occasion
operators paid as much as 3d per 1lb. for light ewes and 22d per
1b. for the heavy gradcs, but general realisations were from 2d
to 2zd per 1b. for heavy and 2yd to 24d per 1b. for light welght
sorte. >

Some very satisfactory prices per head were obtained,
prime heavy wethers making as much as 26/= cach and owcs realising
to 20/~ per head. Many sales of wothers werc recorded at from 28
to 25/« per head, but by far the largest proportion of the good .
quality grade brought from 17/- to 22/-, whilc plain and medium
trade lines were disposed of at lower pricecs. In common with
the genoral standard of the ewes could not ‘be regardcd as good amé
only occaslonal high realisations were notcd. On the whole,
however, ratcs werc satisfactory, values of the botter grades
ranging from 14/- to 18/ cach and othsr descriptions bringing
from 6/~ to 13/=. each, according to quality. S '

Further decline in supplies of lambs.

' The rcstrictions on the export of lamb continued - 14
throughout June: Conscquontly, consignments to Homcbush were bY
no means hcavy and the, numbor avallable was somc 14,000 head
below that of the provious month, An aggregate of '112,494 head
was offorcd, the highest daily total bcing 16,300 and thc sma

12,100 head, which, howevcr, appearcd sufficicnt for local nc -
Thorc was a good penning of mcdium quality lambs, and thc supp4y
also included quite a fow primoc heavy doscriptions. Light tradS
lambs showlng any quallity or finish worc froquently difficult 0
buy, many animals of this class being on the plain sidc. Some

pens of new scason's suckers were offercd: tho consignment was
very attractlve, both in shape and appecarance, and would averags
about 35z 1b. dressed wolght, whilc the hcaviest suckers incl
‘would dress approximatcly 40 1b. Someo cxeccptionally hecavy pens @

/lambs.?
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“*lambs, as well as lambs and hoggets, were noticed, many. lines
. dressing well over 50 1b, - a llttle too heavy for local trade

- nBOdS -

Improvement in lamb prices.

] Early in the month under review, rates for lamb remained
feirly steady. Owing to the reduced numbers available, in the

. second week values showed some-‘improvement. Throughout the

- following fortnlght, demand was particulerly good and prices of

~ practically all classes of lambs rose, the total increases varying

from 3/~ to 4/6 per head, velues of light lambs advancing by from

1d to 13d per 1b. and those of heavy by 2d per 1b, Towards the end

. of June, however, rat.s for heavy lambs practically lost the

. ocarlier gain, but light descriptions, although somewhat cheaper,

did not quite roach &s low prices as they werc sclling at the

beginning of the month.- ;

Typlcal reaslisations are given hercunder to illustrate
- the price variations:- :

At the first salc in June, operators obtained 30 1b.
lambs for 16/4 each or 4°d per 1b., while 38 1b. lambs cost 19/3
per head or 44d per 1lb. Following on -the improved realisations,
. 8 pen of good trade suckers, welghing approximately 28 1lb., was
‘disposed of at 17/1 each, ecuivalont to 53d per 1b., -and heavy
- lambé, about 38 1b. in weight, sold at 22/8 cach, costing 5d per
. 1b. Still higher prices ruled subsefuently, when good trade lambs,
. of 34 1b, weight, brought 22/4 per head, or.6d per 1lb. Before the
" ¢nd - of the month, howcver, heavy 44 1lb. lambs were secured for
21/11 cach, or 4d pcr lb. A draft of choige new season's suckers,
. elghing approximat. ly 34 1b., sold at 22/2 cach, making tho very
= satisfactory price of 62d per 1b. o :

Better average realisations for lambs.

On the whole, rates for lamb were better in Juné than
in the previous month and, although thorc again was a feirly wide
‘margin between the highost and lowest prices por pound for the
carcase, the differcence was not nearly so substantlal. On
occasione, heavy ‘lambs only rcalised 3zd per 1lb., while at other
times they brought up to 5d per 1b.; mostly, howover, they were
- Worth from 337d to 43d per 1b. Light lambs showing cuallity and
finish werec scarcc =znd at‘timgs cost as much as 6zd por 1lbi, but
8énerally they sold at from 5zd to 64 per lb., according to
Guality and finish., Modium to good trade lambs comprised a good
Proportion of the supplics and werc worth from 4d to 53d per 1lb.,
Quality and appearance determining the actual price paid. New
Season's sucker lamb, of which about 2 trucks were available,
Were disposed of at rates ranging from 6d to 7d per lb., the
Vhole draft averaging approximately 68d per 1b.

/0On
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Cn the whole, prices per head were good and the satls-
factory figure of 24/- each was obtained for several lots of lambs
Many lines made from 20/= to 23/- per head, but a good proportion
of the supplies brought from 15/- to 20/- each. Medium to plain
lambs sold at lower levels and, on occasions, hen this class vas
well represented in the pennings, auctionecrs experienced Aifficul

in effecting satisfactory clearances. ,

Variable consignments of cattle.

' Consignments of cattle during June, 1941, were more
"irregular than those of May, the monthly total of 13,875 head
being a little lower. Numbers euctioned in the Store Section
amounted to 1,868. Quality was somewhat variable and on the
whole only fair. A distinct improvement, however, was noticed
on the final sale day, when the-percentage of medium to fair
trade stock was small As during Mey, lightweight beasts
greatly predominated.

Stock are reported to be in fairly gobd condition, but

hand feeding is proceeding in places in the Southern half of the
State, where good rains are urgently recuired.

Supplies of bullocks mostly light.

: For the most part bullocks were in limited supply and
the pennings comprised chieflr lightweights of falr to good tradé
--quality. On a few occasions, however, thls class of beast made
mich better showing and several attractive drafts of prime med
weights were noticed., The market was weakest on the opening 8é
day, when cuotations for Zood to prime bullocks were - medium
weéight 36/~ to 38/-'and light 38/- to 40/- per 100 lb. Values =
goon recovered and towards the close of the month a fairly strons
market prevailed, lightwelghts boing cuoted to 44/- per 100 1b.

and medium weights to 45/-.,l. ‘ ! : : !

Steers well supplied.

: - Steers were generally well supplied throughout the m
but until the closc of the period the percentage of quality
descriptions was small. Except on the initial sale day, when .
quotations ranged from 38/- to 43/6 for good to prime cuallty,
values were very satlsfactory and generally were higher than
of the previous month. During the final week quotatione for Pr:

light reached to 49/- per 100 1b. ‘ ey,

Variable offerings of oows.

_ Consignments of cows were variable both as to quallll
and numbers. However, the yardings generally were light to mo
with quality chlefly fair trade. All grades of weight were re
ented. Good to prime cows met a firm demand and values showed &
improvement compared with rates for Mav. During the second Wes

/quotations «e#
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cuotations for light deseriptions ranged from 36/- to 41/~ and
heavy from 35/= to 58/— per 100 lb. On the final sale day,
1light weights sold to 39/=-, but quotations for primec heavy
woights were unaltered. .

uality heifers in demand. |

Truckings of heifers were fair, but the porcentage of
tuality descriptions generally was insufficient for reculrements.
In most Instances, prime beasts were avallablec in odd lots only.
In common with other classes of stock, values advanced carly in
the period and, during the greater part of the month, average
cuotations ranged from 39/« to 45/- per 100 1lb.

1

" Good trade vealers well supplied.

Vealers generally made & good showing, all grades of
weizht belng well represented. Quality was varlable but chiefly
was good trade. Demand was particularly keen and during the
final week quotations for good to prime ranged from 527- to 58/=-
per 100 1b. A weaker tendency was In evidence, however, on the

final sale day.

: The market generally during June was very strong and
values more than recovered from the fall whiech occurred in May.
Indicatlions on early July sales are that prices should be
maintalned at levels very satisfactory to the producer, although
not quite so high as the peak levels of Juné.

'Rcc'ord_ consignments of pigs.: .

The number of pigs submitted at auction during June,
1941, 11,773 head, was probably the largest on record for any one
_month., On the first sale day, a total of 4,108 was disposed of
. Which, so far as can be ascertained, was a daily record except,
~ perhaps, during a Christmas sale. A smaller mumber of pigs,
however, was sold privately in the Metropolitan Area, and totalled
‘Fﬂﬁzsjppgq.“Consignments forwarded by rail ‘for auction approximated
*''6,'998. During the corresponding period of 1940, auction sales
accounted for 6,363 head.

. Heavy consignments of porkers.

Porkers were heavily supplied. A noticeable pcrcentage
was in store condition, but otherwise quality could be described
. chiefly as falr to good trade. The proportion of really prime
pPorkers was varlable, and on the whole only light. 'Jith the
abnormal supplies on the opening salc day, values doclined 4/=
. Per head, when prime light porkers, dressing 60 1b., sold to 35/6
per head and 90 1b. pigs to 47/6. On the subsequent salc days,
~valucs advanccd 5/~ per head, only to ocase again at tho elosc,

When corresponding quotations wero 37/6 and 48/6 per hcad. On tho

wWholc, the market showcd an improvoment on May levels,
/Lightweight,...
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Lightwelght baconers well supplied.

Baconers were well represented throughout the month,
although they were chiefly of lightweight description. Fair to
good trade sorts predominated, although many consignments of
prime baconers were received from country centres. Values of
this class of plg also showed an improvement on May prices, and, ]
on the second sale day, quotations for good to prime descriptions
ranged from 54/6 (100 1b.) to 69?6 (150 1b.). Rates, however,
eased somewhat subseruently and at the final auctions, correspond-
ing quotations were 50/2 and 62/6.

Prime backfatters scarce.

. Except on one sale day, the ponnings of -backfatters
were somewhat small, especially heavy descriptions. Prime sorts
werc also falrly scarce and quality on tho whole was chiofly
medium to fair trade. Values fluctuated, being highost on the
second sale day, when quotations for good to grime pigs dressing
200/350 1b. ranged from 4d to 5d and 33d to 45d for those
exceoding 350 1lb. Thesc ratos were not mailntained and values
declined about £d por 1b. by the final salec day.

. L G.C. 3: Jn":\r.
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'INDIA'S POTATO CROP.

The following information, based on an article by the
Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India, is contained in
a recent report by the Assistant Australian Government Trade
Commissioner in India:- i

A century ago the potato was almost unknown in India,
but today it 1s probably the most widely-known of all vegetables, '
value of annual production beipg about £A.9,500,000. The total ared
under potatoes during the five §years ended 1939 is estimated at
448,700 acres. An upward trend in acreages is noticeable, the.
increase since 1930/31 boing estimated at 11.8 per cont.The annual
production is some 49,100,000 maunds. ) Sy

It 1s pointed out that unless suitable steps are taken,
the position of potato-growers will be adversely affected by war
ggngitions, as certaln areas are dependent on seed imported from
ay- !

In stressing the importance of cold storage of potatoss:
it is stated that the annual loss duc to unsciontific mothods 18
estimated at £A,1,657,000. Another regrettable feature is the
- abnormally low yleold as compared with other parts of thc worlde
This is sald to be largoly duo to tho poor quality of soeds, hi
incidence of diseascs, inadecuate manuring and thc absenco of
varloctles sultable for local conditions. :

--u-OOOOOoO-—--
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CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY

MOST FRUITS SELL SLOWLY; GREEN VEGETABLES DE4R.

Apples in lighter supply.

Smaller supplies of apples were available throughout
June. Granny Smith, Rome Beauty, Delicious, Jonathan and
Cleopatra varieties comprised the bulk of the consignments
repgelved. Buyers experienced conslderable difficulty in obtaining
fruit sultable for retailing at 1/~ per dozen, red varieties in
particular belng scarce. Prices levels generally rose during the
.‘latter half of the month,

Consignments of pears were lighter than during May and,
in addition, the number of varieties gradually decrcased, so that
at the close the principal lines offering were Packhams, Winter
Cole and Josephine. On the whole, vendors werc able to clear
-8tocks readily.

Navel oranges slow of sale.

Early in the month consignments of Navel oranges from
coastal orchards showed a decline but later supplies were agsin
fairly substantial. These offerings were augmented by gradually
increasing quantities from the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas.
Agents found 1t difficult <£o effect clearances, particularly
during the latter part of June. At the commencement, prices

.. Bhowed a slight increase, but subsequently they fell to below
opening levels.

Cholce, large mandarins in request.

‘e, 7.0 . ..Cholce, large mandarins were scarce and values rose 2/«
t:: per bushel case. On the other hand, small frult was plentiful and
- had to be sold at partiocularly low prices. 3

T - Considerable Qﬁantitiea of lemons were -forward and,
- despite. low quotations, agents were unable to avoid carrying-over

Values of bananas remain steady: Pineapples cheaper.

| Although the demand for bananas was rather restricted,
{ very little variation in prices ocecurred. :

-+ ... The rates for pineapples ruling at the end of May were
maintaingd during the first few weeks of June. Subsequently,
however, the receival of larger consignments resultod in a fall
in price levels. Closing valucs wore from 6/« to 9/-, with some
extra specials 10/- per tropical casc. :

/Quﬁﬁnﬂland ser e
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Queensland strawberries on'offer.

- Small quontities of Lueenslend strowberries.were
available on the Sydnev merket in June. During the final fortnight
quotations mainly ranged from 12/~ to 18/~ per dozen packets,.
while trays were sold at from 3/~ to 7/~ each.

Satisfactory inuiry for custard apples and papavs.

{5 2 The ‘usual bl-weekly consignments of custard ‘apples

‘and papéws were received from Queensland and generally stocks

' were cleared readily. For the most part, price levels were ' -
unaltered, although some special packs of papaws were up to S/Q

, Bt s s ' s
-:-"GjGen vege-t&@resb:ring hi{f,h prices.

§edl =2 As onl¥ comparatively small supplles were available,
high rates ruled for all kinds of green vegetables. Buyers were
reluctant to purchase normel cuantities, but no carrv-over of
stocks oecurred. . ' B A LB AN 8T

“®mallér Suppliés- of peas available. < _
j i s i Y2 L vy v ; ‘ Tr
2L v "URecelvals of peas, 'principally from the North Coast: of
New# Séuth Wales and'local sources, showed a further decline. .
Althouph a 'slight décrease took place in some Iinstances, in the
main thé high velues "hich ruled at opening were maintained. :
Trading wab” soméwhat restricted; nevertheléss, agents had little
difficulty in disposing of the smaller quantities forward, t

ot .

Hipgher rates for beans. Sl SR B 2B S s gt

:\L gact o lFairly 1d@pge; consignments of beans from Queensland and
har e Hopth Coast WéFe received each Monday and Thursday but "locé
supplies were particularly smdll., As was the case during May,
many of the beans from the northern centres opened up in an 3
ungdtigfactory ¢ondition and this affected price lovols,, For the
197 fost’ part; hoWéver, and éspecially during the final fortnight,
values showed & conslderablc inecrease, up to 15/- and 16/« per
bushel belng obtalned for special lines on some occasions. .. ¢

=l B
e S i i g

fGonginued ligh consiénmenfsrof éauiiflowefs;'
Consignments of caiiliflowers from the Windsor and

Bathurst districts continued to be light in comparison with
“"tHo#¢ ‘of* previous scasonsi Rates varied at times, but mostlgf

_the highest prices’ for selocted "hecads" were from 15/= to 2
PUR Bcgers ) aHleT REHIRRETRS _: ' e

MREY R

v
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Cabbages comparatively scarce.

----- © . Phproughout June, supplies of cabbages were comparatif
/11ght
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light. Choice, large "heads' werc particularly scarce, the bulk
of the offerlngs belng of medium size. Vendors werc able to
meintain rates at high levels, up to 12/= being obtained during
the carlier part of thc month, whilst best lines rcalised 14/-
per dozen on most days during the lattor half of the period.

Good demand for tomatoes.

There was a marked falling-off in supplies of loecal
tomatoes but this was offset to some extent by consignments from
Northern and Southern Queensland, Values of choicest ‘'locals"
fluctuated, ranging from 10/~ to 14/-, occasionally 15/= per half-
. case. A good demand for (;usensland supplies prevailed, particular-
'+ 'ly towards the close of the month, owing to improved quality and
the limited stocks available, °

——--0000900__-__. : \ "HeGeM.

AIEXANDRIA RAILWAY GOODS YAR
AND
SUSSEX STRERT SAIES.

1 Larger quantifics of potatoes avallable.

Local potatocs forwarded to Alexandria Railway Goods

Yapd during June' totalled 21,278 bags, comparcd with 13,277
received the previous month. Arrivals wocrc evenly distributed,
over 4,000 bags being offered each week. Good quality was
maintalned and only & small proportion of lines was withheld,
mamly on account of mechanical injury or incorrect grading.

Crookwell, Taralga and Batlow districts werc particularly woll
rcpresentod, supplyling over 16,000 bags.

+vof Sales were generally well attonded and domand was
- satlsfactory, although towards thc e¢losc of the period a carry-
+ over from day to day was unavoidable. Values wdrd slightly easicr,
somc No. 1l grade lines being sgld at less than £4 per ton.
Healisations at auctlon werci= No.l £3.1648 to £6,0,0; Nos2 £3,5,0
. to 54.15.4,150.3 £2.040 to £4,5.,0, Seod £3,0.0 to £6.8,4 por ton,
Stock food 1/9 to 5/1 per bag. Vory hsavy consignmonts of .
« Victorian "flakes" worc forwarded, 10,586 bags coming to hand.
‘uality of these tubers was good, although some lines were v
“withheld for: regrading, owing to mechanical injury or damage
~suffered during transit. Request, however, was rather poor and
the bulk of sales wus effected at £4.0,0 to £4.5.0. Prices . at
auction ranged from £3.,11.8 to £4,15,0 per ton. .

_ Stocks of Tasmanian potatoes were maintained, the total,
including a shipment which arrived on the last day of the month,
aggregating 87,654 bago. Blsmarcks were avallable only during the
filrst fortnight of the period when: the season flnished. Many lines
~.early in the month were suffering from "slassy ends" but towapds

the cloge ouality was good. Weather conditions were ldeal for
. business and demand wasc good, clearanses being rapidly effectcd in

/mOSt e v e
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most cases. Brownells were in particular reQuest, heavy stocks
of "flakes' at Alexandria slowing the market for Snowflakes and
Arranchiefs, Fixed rates showed little variation, Brownells
advancing 10/~ per ton to £6.10.0 during the last two weoks,
whilst values of Snowflakes ranged from £4.10,0 to £5.0,0 per
ton, Rates for Arranchiefs were unchanged at £4.10.,0 and
Bismarcks at £5.0.0 per ton. p

Rise in onion prices.

Recelvals of Victorian onions in Sussex Street showed
a further decline thils month, only 2,230 bags coming to hand.
Only a small proportion of white table lines was included early
in the month, but supplies arc now exhausted. The bulk of stocks
comprised Brovn table and pickling lines. Juality varied and
repicking at tlmes caused delay in markoting. Prices ranged from
£12,10,0 for brown table and £7.0,0 for picklers early in the
month, to £13.10.0 and £9,0,0, respectively, towards the closc of
the perlod. White table lots cleared at £18.0,0 per ton.

With the curtailment of shipping space, larger consigne
monts are being railed to Alexandria; the total for the month
was approximately 7,000 bags. These comprised mainly browvn Globes
although one or two pickling varietlec were included during the
last trading week. Values were firmer towards the end of the
month, clearances being effected as follows= Toble £12.0,0 to
£15.10,0, with odd £14.10,0 and picklers £9,0,0 per ton.

Firmer tendency in pqukin market.

. Slightly larger arrivals of pumpkins were received ab
Alexandria. The total of 65 trucks included 7 trucks from
Queensland, Values during the first fortnight were unaltered
at £2410,0 to £5,10,0 with odd lines to £4.0,0 per ton, but .
demand then showed a definite improvement and stocks cleared
well at £4.0.0 to £5,0,0 with odd as high as £6.,0.,0 per ton.

Other root vegetables in .good demand.

- Tasmanian growers consigned 8,757 bags of swedes. g
1,331 bags of carrots and 1,161 bags of parsnips to Sussex Stred
during June. This reprosented a considerable inereasc on last
month's figures. Inquiry was agaln brisk and supplies cleared
rapidly, the carryover from day to day being very small, Valuos:
which were fixed each weck, and varied according to the sizec of
the shipment, werec generally firmer., Prisecs of swodes ranged
from £6.0,0 to £8,0,0, Carrots £11.0,0 to £14.0.0, and Parsnips
£11,0,0 to £20,0.,0 per ton.

Local supplles received amounted to 1,274 bags of
swedes and 142 of carrots, Quality of the swodecs varied
considorably and rates at auctlon ranged from £3.5,0 to £6,0.0
per ton. Private salcs werc effected at £5.,0.0 to £8,0,0.
Carrots cleared at £10,0,0 per ton.

/Cholcas
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Choicc chaff in- demand.

Oaten chaff received at Alexandric amounted to 153
trucks. Docmand throughout centred chicfly around choice lines,
which sold firmly at £8.0.0 ‘to £8.10.0 per ton. Good to modiun
quality lots,which constituted the bulk of supplies, cleared
steadily at £5.10,0 to £7.0,0 per ton, while inforior lines-
were cheaper. Trucks offercd at auction brought £4.11.8 to
£7.0,0 per ton. - . : :

Requost for wheaten chaff was gscatisfactory, and tho

‘markot goenerally was steoady. Rocolvals wore lighter than last

 month, 50 trucks being avalldble. Médium varietics were on offor

.
© to £6.5.,0 por ton.

- £4,10,0 per ton.

from £4,15,0 to £5,10,0, whilst cholce linocs realised £6.10,0 to
£6.15,0 per ton. Only onec trugk was sold by auction, bringing
£5.15,0 per ‘ton., Cholcec shandy chaff sold well at up to £7.15.0

“per ton. i *

Little change was apparent in the mﬁrkot'for luccerne

- chaff, Consignments totalled 78 trucks, comparcd with 88 trucks

available during May. The small proportion of oholcc quality lincs
realiscd £7.10.0, with odd spccials to £8,0,0 per ton, Medium lots
sold from £4.10.0 to £6.0.0. Auction sales' werc effected at £4,10,0

Hoavy receivals of lucerno haz}

L Only 12 trucks of: Meitland hay wore received; quality,
however, was only moderate and inquiry slow-at £4.0.,0 to £4,10.,0
per ton.

Consignments from othor centres were the largest of the
year, amounting to 146 trucks. Quality varied considerably and
choice varicties weore rather scarce. Request for inforior and
medium grades at £4.10.,0 to £5.10.0 per ton was limited and many

. 1ines were carried over,from day to day. Good  quality hay sold

steadily from £6.0.0 .to £7.,0,0,, while choice. varieties were in
demand at £8.0.0 per -ton. 0dd derrick pressed lots were quoted
at £3.15.0 to £4.5.0. Only one. or two trucks were cleared by
auction at £5,0,0 to £5.5.,0 per ton. : (067 o

. About 180 bales of medium quality Hunter River lucerne
hay came to hand in Sugsex Street. Sales-were slow at £4.0,0 to

The bulk of the 62 trucks. of oaten hay was consigned
direct to private firms, and only a small proportion was offered
for sale. Cholce lines.sold by. private treaty at £9,0,0 to £8,5.0
ber ton. Infeérlor quality lines were auctioned at £2.15.0 t0 £3,0,0

_ per ton,

. Shortage of Tasmanlan straw. ..

Shipping restrictions have Péduced supplies of Tasmanian
/strav.,,,
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straw and only 500 odd bales were available during June. These
cleared, upon arrival, at £6.0.0‘par ton,

, ‘Stocks available at Alexandria consisted of 25 trucks
from local centres and 21 from Victoria. Quality of the New South
Wales straw varied and rates ranged from £3.15.0 to £5,10.0 per ton,
Victorian offerings were choice and demand'firm at £5.,10.0 to £6,0,0,

Malze ﬁarket easier.

= Recelvals of malze at Alexandria amounted to 9,500 bags,
comprising mainly yellow lines. The market was considerably easier,
prime yellow selling at 3/7 to 3/10 por bushel. A fair proportion
Qf the consignments was soft and heated, and sold ‘at lower rates.
Auction sales were effected at 2/8 to 3/8 per bushcl. °

Northern Rivers maize shipped to Sussex Strect totalled
3,550 bags. The market here was similar, prime yellow clearing
at -3/7 per bushecl. White varieties, which constitutod about half
- .the total stocks, sold at 3/10. Inferior lines of both varieties
. were quoted at lower pricos. .

'~ Nearly ail of the 20 trucks of wheat roceived was sold
by auction. Demand was stoady at 3/10 to 4/2 pcr bushel, according
to quality. Small lines werc sold privatcly at 4/5 to 4/6 per
bushel. oty

s ke Choice oats from the 12 trucks available brought 3/6
‘per bushel, Auction sales wore made at 2/10 to 3/5 per bushol.

C.S.
====0000000==~=

AUSTRALIA'S EGG SURPLUS.

b According to newspaper reports, the Minister for Commercé
has announced that arrangements are now being made.to deal with the
egg surplus for the forthcoming season. The proposal of the
Commonwealth Government is to take such de¢tion as would enable
producers to obtain the same return'as if the eggs were shipped in
shell upon the basis of last year's contract with the United .
Kingdom Government. Eggs from New South Wales and Victoria would
be .processed into whole egg powder and sold to the British
Government, whilst eggs would be shipped in shell from Cueensland,
Western Australia and South Australia. The Commonwealth Governmenv
would actually buy the eggs 1n shell and arrange for them to be
processed. '"hen it was found that insulated space would not be o
. Avallable for shipping eggs in shell, the Commonwealth Governmﬁnbxz
. -arranged .to purchase processing plants belonging to Messrs. Vestel®
in China. A private company, with experts brought from China, wild
instal the plante and do the processing under agreement, but will
not trade in the processed product. - 2 - e
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WWHOLESALIE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES
IN SYDNRY (N.S.W.) DURING JUNE, 1941,
AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 3lst AUGUST,1939.

The following table gives particulars of the range of
prices in Sydney, as collected and recorded by the State Marketing
Bureau 1n respect of varlous commodlities for the periods indicatcd:

Cormodity June, 1941 3lst August,1939.
' Wheat - Home Consumption From To
Bulk - per bushel 3/11%zd (unchanged) 2/4d
; . .
Flour - per ton £10.4.2 £6.12.3
(plus £2.8.10 tax) (plus £6.2.9 tax)
Bran - per ton £6,0,0 ).: £4.5.0
Pollara " 2810,0 )ownanged £4.5,0
'Eggs (hen) per dozen 1/6 1/4 1/-
Butter:e
Choice per cwt. 161/2da ) 161/24
First Quality " " 156/6d ; unchanged 156/64
Second L 151/104 151/104
Checso ¢
Loaf por 1lb. 114 ) 1lld
Large 1 ¥ 103a _ ) unchanged 1024
Spocial Brands per 1lb. 113d 1/24 1/24

3

' Pigs (Abattoir Sales)

'FT?m 4 T

Porkers - oxtra light 19/6 54?6 31/6 4075

" - light 28/6 39/6 39/6 44/6
y - medium weight 32/6 48/6 43/6 57/6
; - heavy 41/6 52/6 50/6 54/6

Baconers 50/6 69/6 60/6 75/6

_Back.fattors £3.0.0 £8.2,.,6 5405.0 £B.10c0

Note: The plg sales nearest to 3lst August, 1939,
werce thosc held on 29th August, 1939,

==w=0000000=~==
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