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HIGHLIGHTS

Ncw South "alos Minister for Local Governmont and
Housing announccs that Statc Government supports cstablish
ncnt of a chain of municipal markcts for dircct sclling
from produccr to consumecr, in order to rcducc disparits
botwoen priccs pald by consumors and rcturns to producors.

Asplstant Ministcr for Commorcc anticipatcs that
Lustrallan output of dricd applos in 1941 will bc more
than doublod, This incroasc is to mect roquircments of
Imporial scrviccs contracts.

bl e e o S — S — - —

Ministcr for Tradc and Customs brings Victorian
and New South 'alcs rctail ratos of Yamb, sold ovor
countor for cash, under pricc control, and reoquircs
roduction of gd por 1lb. from 26th May, 1941.

i i i S PN — T —

Establishment, primarily as a war-time measurc,
of a wool combing plant at Acton, Ontario, is rcportod.
Annual output is cxpcetod to cxeced 3 million 1bs. of
crossbred and norino wool tops. Plant will opcratc on
commission basig for various Canadian cntcrpriscs.
Proviously, all Dominion's roquircments of wool tops
wore importod, principally from Bradford and Australia.

: Acecording to Assistant Australian Govornmont
Trade Commissioncr, Govornmont of Indie have brought
whoat undcr provisions of Agricultural Producc (Groding
and Markling Act, 1937. Intention 1is that grading of
spocialiscc varictics of wheat be undertoken, but not to
grade all varlictics, nor to intorferc cithor with oxist-
ing tradc contracts or thc All-India standard contract

| for whoat. Act alrcady applics to frults, vcgotables,
c3gs, dalry products, tobaceo, coffoc, hides and skins,
fruit products, ata (flour), oilsccds, vogotablc oils,
cotton, riec and laec.

T O T R Y P e w e W e a— -

Recported that rceccnt ballot of whoat growecrs 1in
37 Statos of thc United Statos of Amorica rosulted in
vote of ovor 80% in favour of markoting quota rostric-
tions for 1941 crop.
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PUBLIC MARKETING FACILITIES
AT TAMIORTH, NEW SOUTH WALES.

Public murkecting facilitics arc to bc found in many
of thc urban centres of Now South Walecs. The Local Government
Act, 1919, cmpowcrs Municipalitics and Shircs to providc such
foellitics and, whilst the powor has not beocn oxorciscd by all
such bodlcs, it is a fact that guitec a number has donc so.
Privatc cntorprisc has clso moved in this mattor in cortain
country towns (and in Parrcmatts and Nowtown in thce Motropolitan
Arca of Sydncy).

For tho Information of dolegutes to the Markoting and
Distribution Confercnce held in Sydncy from 11th to 1l4th March,
1941, thec Statc Markcting Burcau collocted particulars of
marketing facilitiocs throughout Now South Walcs from the Town
and Shirec Clorks. The following informotion rogarding public
markcting facilitics at Tamworth arc cxtracted from o rcport by
an Officcr of the State Merketing Burceu who personall:: investig-
ated them.

Situated on the Pocl River, in tho centrc of a fertile
district noted for whoat, luccrnc, milzc, shcop and fat lambs,
fat cattlc, dairying, tobacco, ote., Tamworth is approximatoly
283 milcs north of Sydnoy. It 1s in the southorn scetion of the
North Uestern Slope Statistical Division and is by far the
largost town in that Division, having a population of 10,770.

Municipal Livcstock Salcrards, Pcel Stroct, Tamwvorth.

Municipally owned, these saleyards have beoen established
over 50 years. The Council proposes to reobuild the rards over a
number of years and has roconstructed a portion, putting in
concrete floors; rebuilding work has beon suspended owing to the
war., It 1s estimated that the sheup scetion could accormodate
9,000 fats (yarded in smzll lots) or 20,000 storcs (rarded in
larger lots).

Sheep and cattle salos (of fots and storos) take placc
¢very lMonday, commencing at 10 a.m. Speceial shocp salcs (of
stores and/or wool-cuttcrs) arc held whenever the auctioneors
Sccurc sufficiont bookings. Spcelal dairy cattle salcs arc
conductced as offerings warrant, generally about twicc a yoar.
Horsc sales arc hold monthly. Sclling is by auetion, and scven
Tamworth firms scll.

The regular shecp and eattlc sales arc attended by
buyers rceprescnting loeal and New England butchers, Rivorstonc
and Abordoon Meat Works, and Rogors & Co. lp till rocontly, a
large proportion of thc shecp offcred has consistod of fat lambs,
Arawn principall; from local sources and dcliverod to E?o vards

b:’..l..'
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by motor lorry. The uncertaint: regarding meat export and the
conseguent lower prices have affected the numbers of sheep and
cattle yarded and on Monday, 1Sth May, the pennings, particularly
of cattle, were limited. By following the sheep auctions for a
time, it was gleaned that, while ratcs for ewes and wethers were
still weak, a somewhat firmer demand for fat lambs was apparcnt,
due no doubt to the small vardings: rcalisations for good to prime
fat lambs ranged from 12/- to 17/- per head. It was stutcd that
pricecs generally woerc in line with ffomebush, allowing for rail and
other trunsport costs, and that operators buying at Tamworth and
rcgclling at Homebush had found this Lo be the casc,

At tho special sheep sales, the suppliecs arc principall-
from tho "flat" ecountry and thc buycrs arc mainly New England
graziors sosking young “wool-cutting’ typcs. Thore has been a good
demand ut satisfactory prices for sultablo linos.

The animals offorcd at thc horse salcs arc larg:cly dravn
from the Now England and Tamworth districts, and includc both
draught and light classce. Fetrol rcstrictions arc ttated to havc
rczultoed in a botter demoand, cspeeiclly for light horscs, with a

. rosultant rise in priccs.

It was moentioncd that dairy cattle arc in zood roquest
end that good typos submitted at "spceizl' and "eloaring” salecs aro
roalising very satisfactory ratcs.

Yard Ducs® The following 1s the schedule of vard ducs
charg=d by tho Tanlcipal Council, on ctock sold:-

Horscs o4 1/~ per hoad
Fat Cattle .o ed @ R
Storc " oie Sy Tl
Fat Shccp o ek
Storc 3% gd 0 iy
Bobby Culves .. 2

No charge is mede for stoek submittcd but not sold, that is "pascocd".

_ Attached herocundor is a schedulc, compiled from figurcs

Suppliod by the Tamworth lunieipal Council, glving the numbers of

Stock "Sold" und "Fasscd' for tho past threc rorprs:-

Stock Sold and Passcd at Tamvorth Municlipal Salevards,
Calondar Ycars 1938, 1939 .na 1940,

1938 1039 1940 l
Sold rasscd j Sold Pascod | Sold Poasod
. b
4 Cattlo, Fat 5,890 643 6,560 548 5,028 651
¥ " , Storo}{ 6,669 | 2,044 i 6,480} 1,440 1,87¢1 1,032 )
4 Calves 2,193 - 435 - 1,687 24
#‘hgcp, Fat 90,045 11,006 | 111,349 9,719 { 106,674 1 11,278 |

. » Storcs | 75,826 | 53,697 } 171,239 76,502 } 75,287 } 36,675
| Borscs 2,367 289 1,122 | 423 | 3744 119
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The comparatively low figurcs for 1940 yardings (other

than calvos) may boc attributod to the drought conditions proveiling
throughout thc surrounding districts (in common with most of Now
South Wales) untll Decomber, 1940. It will bc notcd that offorings
of storc shocp and cattle and of horscs worc most adverscly affected.

Pig Sales.

Plg sales are hcld overy sccond Wednosday, portion of

ithe cnimals becing submittcd at the Wost Tamworth railway vards

iand tho balancc at pcns, owned by Moesrs. Marsh, Walters and Scott,
situatcd 1n Lower Strect, Tamworth. Tho offcrings arc drawn from
cal piggerics and farms and from the Gunncdah, Manille and
armidalo districts, etec. A large proportion of thc pennings
eonzists of baconcrs, whilc porkers and storos arc well represcntod;
backfottecrs arc not numorous. Bosidc local butehers, roprcsontativos
Huttons, Riverstonc, Playfairs, Asheroft, Dointy Foods and
lvostors attond theosc sclos. The figurcs furnishcd by the Council
show that the number of pigs sold inecrcascd considerabls: duri

1940, whon dlsposals totalled 13,044 hoad, comparcd with 7,977 in
1839 ond 6,619 in 1938; o further oxpansion in 1941 can be cxpeetod,
88 the disposols on Wednosdoy, 14th Moy, totalled 728 hoad. Gonoral
lces tronds are saild to follow Homobush levels, aftor making
approprictc allowances for costs of transport. This was confirmed

OF 2 statement that ratos for baconcrs had fallen £1 to £1.5.0 pcr
foad, but had shown an improvement at thoe lost salc, a similar
fecaturc to the Homcbush markct.

Municipal Abattoir, Forcst R oad, Tamworth.

A Up to a few years back, the Tamworth butchers had
dndividual slaughter housos located outside the town boundaries
thus outside Municipal control. Considering that thesc were
conomical, and not sufficiently hygienic, the Municipal Council
Structed a modern abattolr to handle all livestock slaughterings
local (that 1s Tamworth) roquirements. The "maxirum? capacity
this abattolr is about threc times thc prosont "normal®
ughtorings, so that thc Council has allowed for considerable
*binsion in locul consumption. '

3 Privatoly owned by-product works opcratc on a site
®arby, manufacturing meat mczl, bone mecal, protein and mincral

cks, blood moal blocks, and blood, bonc and offal fertiliscr.
Oximately ono-half of the output is disposcd of loecally, '‘and
balanco 1s sold to othor inland contros. Thosc works also have
1l constructed to pormit of oxpansion in kooping with any
eitional slaughterings at the abattoir.

_ Frult and Vegetablc Markects (Rog.Swan)
1 Pocl Strcct, Temworth.

i Theso markcts, privately owncd by Rog. Swan (vhosc hoad
tdec 1s at Noweastlc), arc loeatcd in modorn brick promiscs, with
rugated fibro-coment roof, in Pecl Stroet, Tamworth. They have

TOBOR wriis
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been operating 10 years and are sald to be active and improving.
- From obscrvation, 1t is considered that these handle the larger
proportion of the Tamworth wholesale fruit trade.

At the back of thc markets is a modern cool storo,
congisting of four rooms, with space for 4,000 cases of fruit. It
was filled with applcs and pears from the New England frult growing
districts.

All business at thoso markcets is now conducted by private
. trecaty, auctlons having beon dilscontinued some little time back.
Hours of trading arc:-

6 a.nm. to 6 p.ms on Tucsday end Fridwy.
730 aeme to 5§ pem. on Monday, Wodnesday and Thursdar,
7.30 a.me. to 12 noon on Saturday.

liost of tho buyors arc local tradors, but somec businoss 1s donc with
rotallors from nearbr contros, such as Quirindi and Werris Crock.

It was stated that, in tho main, prices arc based on Sydncy rates,
loss frolght and transport costs. The chicf sourccs of supply are:-

Apples and Poars: Prcviously cx Kontucky and Tasmania, now
as allotted by the Applc and Poar Board.

Cltrus: Ex Huntor River and Gosford districts.

Stonc Fruits: Surrounding districts.

Cherrios: Kentucky, Uralla, Walcha,

Bananas From riponing chambcrs of Rcg. Swan,
Necweastlo.

Pinocapples: Meinly from Port Macquaric by lorry.

Passions (only limited quantitics handlod): do.

Potatocs: Limitod quantity local; mostly Now
England.

Tomatocs: Local, Port Maccuaric and Quecnsland.

Vegotablos: Local,

Tropical Frults, such as Papaws, ctc.: Thesc arc purchascd
by rotailecrs dircct from Quoonsland.

Frult, Vegetablc, Producc and Poultry Markots
(Mcssrs, Marsh, Waltors and‘SEbtt,
BrIsbanc ond Lowor Strocts, Tamworth).
These privately owned markets have been operating over

25 vears, under varlous owners, the present proprietors being
Messrs. Marsh, Walters and Scott.

| Auction sales are held on Tuesdays and Fridays, commencing
8t 7 a.m., whilst private treaty sales are carried on continuousl;.

48 Indicative of the volume of business handled, it was stated thut

8ales of fruit and vegetables would approximatc £500 per week,

About two-thirds of this being for fruit, whilst poultry sales

Would total between £200 to £250 per month.

/The DR
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The poultry section of the markets contains 156 pens.
The offerings are drawn »principelly from the Tamworth district
and comprise nainly fowls (an increasing proportion of which is
of the light laying type, as could be expected from the greater
attentlon now given to egg production in this centre), with some
ducks and turkeys.

The chlef sources of fruit, vegetable and produce
supplies arc:-

Apples and Pears: Formerly Kentucky and Sydney; now through
the fApple and Pcar Board.

Citrus: Gosford, Narars, lMoorland znd Kendall.

Bananas : Grecn ex Goolmangar. Ripe ex Sydney.

Pincs and FPassions: Diroct from Quocnsland growers or by
lorry from Port Macguaric.

Stone Fruits: Local and Kentucky.

Chorrica: Kentucky.

Peoas: Guyra and Uralla districts.

Becans ¢ Local and Port laccuaric.

Tomatoes: Local and, in the spring, Tarece.

Fotatoecs: Nyangla and New England.

Swedes @ Local and New England.

Onions: Fow local, buzlance through producc
merchants.

Other Vegoctables: Local.

C.K.
====0000000=~==

ARGENTINE CHEESE REPLACING ITALI..N ON THE
UNITED STATES MARKET.

According to o rccont issue of "Foroign Crops and Markots™,
Argentina is taking advantoge of the opportunity provided by the

War of bccoming firmly established as an important source of Unitcd
Statos cheose imports. Italy's entrance into the war has caused
Amports of checasc from that sourec to taper off sincc the surmor

Oof 1940, and it 1s stated that Argontina 12 in a position to cxport
the Itclicn types to the American market in large quantitics. In
1938, Italy suppliod 46 porcent of all Unitod States cheoso imports,
Or about 25 million pounds.

4 Statistics for tho past 5 years show that the United

Statcs has becn the most important market for Argcentine checse, but

in 1940 oxports to this country rosc to 10,000,000 pounds, an

inercasc of ovor 200 percont comparcd with 1939, Total cxports of

Chccso. from Argontina in 1940 worc morc than doublc thosc of 1939,

mountling to 12,500,000 pounds. In 1940 Argentinc choosc reproeonted
pereont of totzl cheesc imports into the Uniteod Statces.

=== =0000000====~
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THE DRIED FRUITS INDUSTRY OF NEY SOUTH WiLES

Volueble Australian Exports of Dricd Pruits.

australian production statistice rcveal that Vietoric
and South Australic aro the main produccrs of Dricd Vinc Fruilts,
which arc grown chicfly along the River Marray Irrigation Arcas,
but cxtcensive vincyards arc also cultivated in Now South Walcs
and Yostern Australia. Thilst Tasmania produces the bulk of the
Dricd ipples, Now South Walcs and South Austrelis arc the principal
sourccs of the other Dricd Trcc Fruits.

The Commonwec.lth production of dried fruits showed a
gradual Increcse from 1901 up to the end of 1918. The high prices
ruling during the last years of the 'Torld Wor stimulated plantinge,
- whilst large numbers of returned soldiers were placed on closer
gsettlement areas guitable to vine and fruit troe culture, with

consequent expansion in output.

Up to 1921, Australia imported some raisins and ecurrnnts,
but since that year she has become an exporter 1in lncrcasing
quantities, principally to the United Kingdom, Canada and New
Zealand. Dried trec frults, to & less cxtent, arc a2lso exported,
mainly to Great Britain. The total of Dricd Frult Exports for
1938/39 was 1,681,388 centals valucd ot £4.2,864,819; imports of
Dricd Fruilts, mostly datcs and figs, amounted to 110,970 centals
- Worth £A.64,478., Thus oxports ocxcceded imports by £i.2,784,060,

Dricd Fruits Acts.

The following notcs have beoen oxtractcd from the
intercsting and informctive "Rcport of the Now South Weles Dricd
Fruits Board for 1940", Each of tho principal producing Statoes
(Victoria, South Australi:, Now South Walos ond Wostorn Austr..lia)
has a Dricd Frults Act and o Dricd Frults Board constituted under
such Act.

While dried fruits arc not produccd in Quocnsland, the
consurmption of thesc cormoditics in that Statc is considerablec.
The possibility of 1llogal salcs of inforior quallity dricd frults
Produccd in tho Southoern States to buycrs in Quecnslend hos
roceoived the attention of tho various Dricd Frults Boards during
Past yoars. Tho Quecnsland Parlioment has now passcd on Act
Covering Dricd Frults, and gozetted rcgulations thorcunder; this
logislation glvcs full powcrs of inspcetion of dricd fruits in
Quconslond and an Inspeector of the New South Walcs Driod Fruite
Board has beon cuthoriscd to act as a Dricd Frultas Inspcctor in
the Northorn Stato.

/Now South Walcs ...



-32-
Now South Wales Dried Fruits Board.

In torms of the Dricd Fruits Act of New South Walog,
as amendod in 1939, tho Dricd Fruits Board of this Stato is
compesod of five memberes, viz.:-

(1) The Chairman, appointed by the Governor.

(2) Ono membor clccted by growers of dricd vinc fruite
whosc holdings arc situatod within thce Murrumbidgoc
Irrigation Arcas.

(3) Onc member clocted by growers of dricd vino frults
vhogc holdings arc situatced within the Statc of
Now South Walcs, clscwhere than within tho
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Arcas.

(4) Onc membor clcctcd by growers of dricd troo fruits
whose holdings arc situatod within the Young district.

(5) Ono mcmbor cloectod by growors of dried trcc fruits whose
holdings arc situatcd within the Stato of Now South
¥alecs olscwhore than within the Young district,

Tho ocleccted mombors hold officc for a term of threc vears.,

Tho Board 1s a corporate body with porpcotual succossion
énd a common scaﬁ.

The main dutics of tho Board concist of:-

Rccommondations on the basls of production and consumption
in Australia of quotas for the purposcs of intra-Stato trade.

The chock of the State pack of dried fruits to onsurc
that the determined quotas (promulgated by the Minlstor for
Agriculturc) arc complicd with.

The Inspcetion of dried frults to onsurc the hyglonic
troatmont theoroof.

The rcgulation of the packing and grading of dried frults
and of the branding of boxes containing dried frults to ensure that
the high standard of the Australian pack is maintained.

The precvention of the sale or purchasc of driocd frults.

¥hich have not becen trecated, packed and graded in registored packing |

houscs under the Board's supervision.

The Board was first constituted in 1928 for tho purposc
of regulating and controlling in New South Walcs dricd vinc frults,
vlz., currants, sultanas and loxias. In 1932 its Jurisdiction was
©6xtended to include driod troo frults, viz., pruncs, apricots,
Poaches, ncetarinos and pears. /

Tho L
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The Dried Fruit Industry in New South liales

The chlef producing centres in New South '/ales are:-

Dried Vine Fruits: The Murrumbidgee, Coomealla, Curlwaa, Goodnight
Kornleigh and Pomona Irrigation Areas, with
small quantities also from the Junee, Albury
and Duston districts. :

Dried Prunes- The Young district and the Murrumbidgee
Irrigation Arcas, together with a little from
the Albury, Junec and Wentworth localities.

Dricd Apricots,
Yeaches, Poars
and Nectarincs: The Hurrumbidgec and Curlwaa Irrigation Areas.

The State production of dried vine fruits during tho
1940 season was tho highest on rccord, whilst the quality of the
frult from the Murray Valley portions was well above average.
Exceptionally dry weather conditions during the cultural poriod was
mainly responsible for a low yiecld of pruncs in the Young district.
The rcport states that, duc to tho low production during the 1939
and 1940 seasons, the quantity of dricd pruncs availablc has proved
barely sufficicnt to cover Australian consumption.

Production of dried apricots, pcachcs, ncctarines and
poars 1In 1940 was normal clscwhcrc than on the Murrumbidgoo
Irrigation Arcas whorc, for the sccond scason in succossion, tho
- tonnage of dricd apricots was well below average. The tonnage
produced on thosc arcas 1s affccted by the financial roturns
available from sales to thc cannerics, and on the fresh fruit
markct, and 1s, thorcforc, subjcet to hoavy fluctuations from
scason to scason. In addition, the quantity of fresh apricots
produccd was below normal,

The total productlon for Ncw South Walcs of Dricd Frults
for tho 1940 season was 11,283 tons, compriscd of:=-

Dried Vinc Frults Dried Trco Frults
Currants - 1,509 tons Prunecs - 1,604 tons
Sultanas - 7,389 " Pocachcs = g7 "
Loxias - 501 o Apricots - lgg *

Noctarinoes 2. N
Poars - 3
9,599 " 1,884 "

/Total eees
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Tot .1 production of Dricd Fruits in main producing
Stotos of Austrili., Scocons 1938 to 1940:-

Stato 1958 1939 1040 =
tond tons tone
Victoria 57,189 49, 042 57,385
South Austrealia 28,112 23,280 28, 08¢
Now South 'Jalcs 0,366 T, 191 11,283
Vestcrn Australia 2,696 4,025 3,670
Total: 07,863 76,498 100, 427

¥ To 3lst Docomber. 1940.
(Extractcd from Lppendix 'D' to Roport).

The 1940 production of Dricd Fruits was a reccord both
in Now South Walcs and Australia. .

Packing Houscec and Inspcetion.

Scetion 19(7) of tho Dricd Fruits Act, 1239, providcs
thtt tho granting, rcnowal or transfcer of tho rcpistration of
any packing housc shall be in the solc diserction of tho
Governor.,

Twenty-four packing houscs were rcgistorcd in 1940.
Of thesc, cight wore lceatod on tho Marrunbldgee Irrigation Arocas,
8ix In Oydnoy and suburba, fivec on the Lower Marray River,. two in
the Young district, and onc in cach of the Goodnight, ..lbur: and
Juncc dlstricts.

It has boon the poliey to 1limit as far as poscible the
nunber of packing housca in New Scuth Walcs consistont with
cfficicnt und cconomical packing. 4 sinilap policy has been
adopted b the Driod Fruite Boards of the othor Statces,

The inspcction serviec at tho vorious packing houscs
is carricd out by Inspcetorz of tho Commonwealth Departmont of
Cormorce. The Commonwenlth Custons Act, 1901-1936, and thc
Commonwecalth Cormcrec (Tradc Deseription) Let, 1905-1933, and

cgulations thorcundor, providc for grading and packing of
driod fruits intoendcd for cxport undcr somowhat similar
conditions to thosc recuircd by the Statc legislations The cost
of this iInspcetion corviec ic sharcd by the Departmeont of Corricrec |
and thc Board. i

Quotoc and Export.

For the purposc of intra-Statc trade, the New 3outh
Yales Minister for lAgriculturc, on tho rccormendation of the
Board, detcrnincd as final quotas the morimum preportions of coch

/Vericty eceeess
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variety of dried fruits produced in New South Wales during the
1940 season which may be marketed within the State as under:-

Currants 17% Peaches 98%
Sultanas 14z5h Apricots 90%
Lexlas 49% Nectarines 100%
Prunes 100% Pears 85%

The quotas are, in the first instance, fixed early each
season on estimates of production and consumption in Austragia,
and are liable to variation as the actual production and
consumption become apparent.

By co-ordination between the Dried Fruits Boards of the
producing Statcs, thc quotas are made uniform fhroughout the
Commonwcalth, exccpt in Western Australia, wherc a special
arrangement operates in respect of sultanas only.

The marketing of the cxportable surplus of dried fruits
1s handled by the Commonwoalth Exports Control Board, which, in
its 1939-40 report, statod:-

; "But for the spceial circumstances of the War, the
difficulty of disposing of thc 1940 scason's oxportablc surplus
would have becn oxecodingly grcat and without doubt therc would
have becn a large carry-ovor to thc 1941 sS0a8SON sesessssnsse’s

"Tho total quantity of 1940 scason's Australian dricd
vinc fruits purchascd by the Government of thc Unitod Kingdom was
49,700 tons or about 52% of thc total production. In asddition to
purchasing this large cuantity of dried fruit, the British Govcrn-
ment made available the nceescsary shipping space for its transport
to various ports in the United Kingdom,."

The problem of dilsposing of tho cxportablec surplus cven
in ycars of normal production has now rcachcd serious proportione.
In order that this problem may not bc aggravated, thc various
Dried Frults Boards, assistcd by the Govornments of the producing ¢
Statc and by the Commonwcalth Government, discourage further i
pPlantings for thc production of drled fruits. Thus, "ordorly |
production" as woll as "ordcrly markcting" 1s kopt in view. |

Interstatc Co-operation.

A Consultative Committec, consisting of thc Chairmen of |
the various State Dricd Frults Boards, mects from timc to time to |
onsurc, as far as poegsiblc, uniformity in administration by cach i
Board. Thae functions of this Committco arc advisory and cover
such mattcrs as rccommcndations of uniform quotas, contributions
by packers and gencral mattors of policy.
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The Dried Frulitc Fublicity Committce, comprising a
similar pcrsonncl to tho Consultative Committcec with the addition
of a roprcscntutive of tho Australlon Dricd Frults Association
(A.D.F.A.), is rcsponaiblc for thc organisation of driod frults
publicity throughout Austrclia. This publicity includes oxhibits
- at the Sydncy, Mclbournc, Adclaide and Brisbene Roral Shows and
at various country shows, shop window displays, locturcs at ;
schools, newspapcr and radio advertising, ctc. The cost of this
publicity is contributed by the industry through the Dricd Fruits
Boards and the A.D.F.A. The valuc of thc work has beon roflecctod
in & considcrablc inercusc in consumption of driod fruits in
Australia in rcceont yoorao,

Prunc Juice - By-products.

Thoe various Dricd FrultsBoardes arc co-opcrating in an
endcavour to establish a Prunc Juice Industry in Australia, for the
utilisation of wastc pruncs and, in yoars of plenty, of surplus
pruncs. In thc proccssing of pruncs, a small pcrecntagec of the
fruit ls found to be dumaged, mainly through the skins splitting,

' and, although perfoctly wholcsome, this iz now discarded.

Prunc juice, which has mild laxativc qualitios, 1s a very
. popular beverage in Amcricc and in some Europoan countrios, and is
also oxtensivcly used in babr clinies.

Thc Council for Scicntific and Industrial Roscarch, at its
Homobush Laboratory, Ncw South Walcs, has becn conducting oxperiments
in the manufacturc of julcc from six different grades of pruncs.
Tosts indicatc that a julec cqual to the American product can be
mede in Australia. FPurther investigoation into costs and methods of
menufacturc arc procecoding.

The New South Welcs Dricd Fruits Board is 2lso intorcsted
%n othor by-products of pruncs, including the manufacturc of prunc
‘Brcad.

Contributions.

For thc scason 1940 contributior. by packors towards the
€ost of defraying the cxpendlturc involved in the administration of
the Dried Fruits Act and carrylng out the dutics and funetions of
the Board thercundor, rcmaincd at the ratc of 4s.3d. por ton in
Common with thce other Statcs, Thesc contributions arc not sufficiont
to covor the oxponditurc neccossary to cnablc the Now South Walcs
Board to carry out thc dutics and funetions oxpecetod of it, includ-
ing inspcctions in rclation to 1llcgal traffic in Now South Yalcs
and Queccnsland of dricd fruits produccd in any part of Australic.
accordingly, subsidics arc roccived from thc Boards of other

tates in which the production 1s groator,
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LIVESTOCK MARKETS AT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

LAMB AND CATTLE VALUDS LOWVER; SEARP RISE IN PIG PRICES.

Aggrogate pennings of sheop and lambs inercasc.

Tho aggrogatec ponnings of sheop and lambs during May
showcd an increasc of 16,000 hcad over the April total as, although
therc was a falrly substantiacl declinc in the numbor of lambs
merketed, this was offegct by considcrably larger consignmente of
. grown shocp. During the period 306,021 hecd of shocp and lambs
woro offored; sprcad over 9 sclling days, this represcnted an
average of about 34,000 pocr day.

Sharp risc in shccp numbers.

Grown shccp, particularly wothers, werc woll rcprecscnted,
a total of 179,723 houd being ponned as against 133,094 heuad in
the provious month. Apparontly the fact th-ot focd is bocoming
scarcc in ccrtuln centros has led grazlors to market all roaconably
conditioncd shecp in ordor to roduce flocks during the wintor.
Dospltc the incrcasod offcrings, there was o falr roproscntation of
good to primc shcop:; some cxeccptionally good lots of hoavy wothors
and owcs worc included but niec quality Iight trade dcseriptions
werc only lightly supplicd. This did not mcan a shortage of light
mutton, howcvcr, ns o folr proportion of mcdium to good tradc chocp
was submlttod. Quitc a fow cged and broken mouthed cullcd ewee
werc noticed throughout thce yards.

Vericblo shoop markot.

The market for grown sheep showed a rather irregular
tendency during the month but, when due allowance was made for the
variations which occurred, the average ratcs per pound for mutton
did not materially differ from those ruling in April. The early
part of Moy was marked by a downward trend in prices: at the
beginning of thc sccond wock some improvcment was apparcent, and
Subscquently sheop sold ot somcwhat higher rates for about a
fortnight. During thc final week a woaker tondoney again dovelopod,
rates for the heavy class showing the most doelinc, At the closo,
the average cost of mutton was cbout the same as at tho commoncomont
Of thc period, but it was possibleo to buy oxtre hoavy mutton a
1ittle chcapor, whilc some choico light wothors wore a little
dearcr. Priccs of modium o plain shcep did not vary apprcciably,
FS opcrators had brought thls class down to fairly low lcvels in
april. Some indicatlon of thc trend of the markot is given by
the following salcs:-

Early in Moy, good trade wothers, weighing cpproximaotolr
44 1b., sold at 16/- coch, cquivalont to 3d per 1b., and a draft
i 36 1b, cwos cost 2Zd pcr lb., roalising 11/4d per houd. At the
°nd of the first wock, a line of 45 1b. wethors, of nicc quality
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and good shape, was disposcd of at 15/7 por hcad or 2id per 1b,
while a pen of good tradc owcs, wcighing cpproximatcly 40 lb.,
brought 11/3 cach or 24 por 1lb. Subsgcqucntly, roquest improved
somowhat and values firmcd to about thc lovecls prevailing at tho
oponing cuctlon, so that at the ond of May 2 pen of 46 lb. wcthors
rcalised 20/3 cach, boing worth 3d por 1b,

Avorage rotes at about April levels.

Dospite a good dcal of lrrcgularity, the markct could be
rogarded as comparing fovourably with that of the provious month,
tho average cost of mutton pcr 1lb. being approximately the samo
23 that for April. At the commoncomcnt of iL;” butchors wero
paring up to 3d per 1lb. for wether and 2z4 per 1lb. for owc mutton,
but at tho poriod of lowcst pricos thoy seourcd similor moat for
24 and 24 por 1lb., rcspcetivcly. By the ond of thc month, howover,
the cost of wothor mutton had advanced to 334, whilc cwes worc
worth 2%d por 1b., Having duc rcgard for tho various phascs,
avorage rates wore from 2d to 2¢d for hoavy wothors and 2¢d to 3d
por 1b, for light; hcavy cwes cost from lid tqe 2d and light brought
from 1%d to 2gd por lb., according to quality.

Some of thc bost quullity houvy wethers disposod of durlng
Moy rcclisod the very satisfactory pricc of 24/« por hoad and
quitc a fow lots sold at 22/- cach, but by for the lergost
porccntagec of the bettor class of wother was socurcd at ratos
ranging from 14/- to 20/- por hcad. Although the goneral stundard
of thc owes was not conduclvo to high values, somc of the nlccst
quality penncd made to 17/=-,with a few odd sheoop slightlr higher;
most roalisations werc from 10/= to 16/= cach, according to woight,
finish and skin valuo. Valuecs of thc plaincr sheep ranged from as
low as 2?- pcr hecad. For thc most part, howovcr, salcs could bo
rcgardcd as good and a stcady demand was cvidcnt throughout.

Smallcy varding of lambs.

Due, no doubt, to the export position and the low prices
obtained on occasions in April, grazicrs dld not mailntalin
consignments of lambs to the Homobush Saleyvards at anywhore noar
tho same levcl as that of the previous month, when 157,434 hoad
wore auctioned. During iay, oporators had a total of 126,298 lambs,
from which to fill recuircments; this supply, however, appearod
morc than emple to moct loenl trade nccds. The goneral quallty of
the yarding was not thc bost; this was particularly noticocable 1n
rospect of light tradc lembs, dressing from 26 lb. to 32 1lb., many |
of which worc on tho plain sidc. Noverthclcss, somec very attractlve
lots of 1light tradoc Southdown typc lambs worc offcrcd, but thosc
worc by no mcans numcrous. Hecavy lambs and mixod lots of lambg
and hoggets werc fairly woll roprescnted, and somc oxcoptlonally
nico consignmonts worc auctioned, many of which would drcss out
over 50 lb. of carcasc. Such welghts, howovcr, arc rogorded as
too heavy for gcneral local trado noods, and the prineipal domand
was from near country butchcrs and somo others who can cut and
placc thio class of moat in thcir businosscs.
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Lamb priccs declinc substantizllr.

The sharp risc in lamb pricos cvident at the closc of
April was followed by & furthor advancc of up to 1/- per head-at
the opening sale day in May. At the next auctions, however, request
was rather restricted, and values fell b;” from 2/- to 5/- per head,
rates for the heavy trpe showing the greatest decline. On the
succeeding sale day, a furthor weakening of prices of practically
2ll classes was apparent, oxcept in rospoct of odd pons of prime
1ight sorts. Subsoguontly a rmch better demand prevailed and
hcavy lambs worc from 64 to 1/~ dearcr and light typcs 1/- to 2/~
highor. Buyors continucd to oporate with much moro frocdom at the
following salc and a furthor improvement of from 1/- to 1/6 por
hoad was rccordod. Towards the closc, pricos of the heavy class
again foll by from 1/- to 2/- per hoad, tut rates for good light
trado lambs rcmained fairly steady. Taking into coneslderation the
various fluctuations, averagc cost of carcasos gonerclly was not
as high as in April, this being specially so wlth the heavy lambs,
but on ono sale day valucs of light suckers excecded tho best
prices pald for similar lamb in the previous month.

The variations in priccs during May are illustrated by
the following realisations:i=-

' At the commencomont, a draft of good trade lambs, welghing
approximately 33 1b., sold at 21/~ cach, equivalent to 6d per_lb.,
while good heavy lambs, drossing approximatcly 38 1lb., cost 53d

per 1b. cnd brought 21/3 cach. A sharp drop then took place and
operators paid 5d por lb. for lambs weighing approximatcly 33 lb.,
thc consignment making 17/11 por hoad; on the same day, heovy 50 1b.
lambs madc 19/7 cach or 3%d per 1lb. Subscquontly valuce improved
and, towards thc cnd of tho month, a pen of good tradc lambs,
woighing approximatoly 31 1b., was disposcd of at 17/8 cach or

5%d per 1b., while good hoavy lambs, woighing approximately 44 1b.,
cost 3% per 1lb., rcalising 18/6 por hcad.

Ratos for lamb carcascs vary considorably.

The lamb markct during May possosscd many fcaturce simllar
to that for April, tho most notablc bcing the wido range 1in the cost
of the carcasc poer pound. On scveral occasions the cxtra hcavy lambs
made little botter than good light wother mutton, sclling as low as
3d per 1b., but, when pricos worc at tholr bost, this class madce
up to 54 per lb, For tho most part, howcver, ratcs for hcavy lamb
rangod from 33d to 4%1d por lb. On occasions opcrators who spoclalise
in cxtre good quality light lambs paid as much as 6id per lb.; on
the other hand, for a timec good quality light tradc lambs cost '
only from 33d to 4d por 1b. Gonerally, howover, good quality light
trade lambs brought from 45d to 5zd por 1b., the light Down typo
of lamb commanding thc highcst priccs. Fair to good tradc light
lambs, of which a fair quantity was offeorcd, were worth on an
averagc from 34 to 4%d por 1lb., according to quality and finish.
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Somoc of thc best drafts of lambs availablo madc 22/-
por hoad, whilc quitec 2 number sold at from 18/- to 21/- cach:
generally, howcver, from 14/- to 17/- per hcad was paid for the
botter class of lamb, according to weight and skin valuc. Othor
grados werc often hard to scll at rclatively lower ratos.

Heavier truckings of cattle.

Truckings of cattle during May were fairly even as
regards numbers and average daily consignments were a little
above those of April, 1941. There were nine sale days and
receivals totalled 16,334, including 1,815 auctioned in the
Store section. The aggregate for the previous month was 12,777
head, while for May, 1940, cattle yardings amounted to 13,642.
The bulk of the consignments during the month under review
consisted of lightwelght stock and quality gencrally showed
considerable fluctuation. At times the standard was disappointing,
while on other occasions good tradec beasts predominated. On the
whole, the percontage of primc descriptions ponned was insufficicnt
for trade requircments and animals of this gradc gencrally met koen
inguiry.

The pastoral position became even morc unsatisfactory
during May, owing to the continued abscnee of apprccilable rains.
During early June, howcver, bencficial falls werc reccordcd over
a fairly wide area, but, owing to thc advont of coldor wcather,
thoy may have bocn too late to be of material benofit to pasturcs.

Light but 1improved supplics of bullocks.

Bullocks continucd in limited supply during the greator
part of tho month but ai distinct improvemcnt in numbeors arriving
was notliccd towards tho closc. The great bulk of the pecnnings was
of lightwcight deoscription and of good tradc standard. Occasion-
ally prime medium weights made a falr showing but hoavy sorts were
very scarecc. During ocarly May valucs worc maintainod at the stcady
levels of the previous month, viz.:- 40/- to 43/- per 100 1b. for
good to primec lightwcights. Subsecucnt quotations wore slightly
lower and somc fluctuation was noticcablc. Carcase cquivalents
at the closc werc:- Heavy 35/- to 39/-, Mcdium 38/- to 41/-,

- Light 39/- to 42/-.

Prime stoors scarcc.

Generally stcors werc fairly numcrous, but quality was
variablc and only a rclatively small proportion was of primo
gradc. Thore was, howcvor, a moderatc represcentation of good
tradc sorts. Prices on thc whole werc not quite as high as thosc
Of April, although they were fairly steady. Quotations for prime
lightwoight stcors ranged to 45/- for somc time but averagc ratcs,
Covering all weights of good to primc quality, werc approximatcly
39/~ to 44/- por 100 1lb.
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Ruality of cows only fair.

Moderate offerings of cows were again submitted, but the
standard was only falr. Lightweights of medium grade predominated
although, on some occasions, a noticeable percentage was of fair
to good trade quality. Prices generally were well maintzined for
most of the month and during the third woek good heavy sorts were
quoted at 33/- to 36/- and lightwelghts at 35/- to 38/~ per 100
1b. Values fell somewhat at the final sale, when corrcsponding
rates were 28/- to 33/- and 31/- to 35/-. Demand for mcdium grede

stock was weak throughout May.

Variable consignments of heifers.

Consignmonts of hcifers were varisble, but on some
occaslons thls class made a vory fair showing. The penninge
comprised chlefly small and medium weight animals of fair to
good trade quality, with odd drafts of primo grade. Rates werc
fairly steady during thc groator part of the month, ranging ,
chicfly from 35/- to 42/~ por 100 1b. Tho highest quotation for
primec light was 44/-, whilc lowest priccs ruled on the final salc
day, whon rcalisations weorc from 34/- to 39/-.

Vealeors plentiful,

For tho most part vocalors werc in plentiful supply but
quolity fluctuated, being very satisfactory on somc days and
unsatisfactory on othors, whon primc deseriptions werc difficult
to sceure. Values werc lowest at tho becginning of thec period,
when carease equivalonts werce from 40/- to 47/- per 100 1b.
Subscquently rates rose progrossively until they ranged from
47/~ to 51/1. A weaker tondcney was in cvidenee at the elose of
thc month. Roalisations generally werc bclow thoso for April.

On the whole, eattlc wvalucs during May werc bolow
those of thc previous month, but, in most instanccs, thc doercasc
was small. Returns to the produccr arc still very satisfactory and
thorc arc no prosent indications of any pronounced wecakness in the

markct.

Substantial pocnnings of pigs.

Offerings of pigs by auction during Muy, 1941, although
not as large as tho abnormal ponnings of thce previous month, werc
very substantial and aggrcgated 8,762 heoad, of which 4,684 arrived
by rail. Privatc saleos in tho Motropoliton Arca accounted for
5,979 head, or slightly morc than thosc for April, 1941. Total -
auctlons durlng May, 1940, werc 6,192.

Good tradc porkers well supplicd.

Porkers wore wcll supplied throughout the period undor
rovicew and, for thc most part, thc quality was fairly good, while
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many consignments worc of prime description. The percontage of
pige in store condition varied but only on onc occasion did this
c¢lass rcprescnt o substantizl proportion of the offering. -
Generally mcedium to heavy welght porkers precdominated, whilo
prime lightwcightc were difficult to sceure. Valucs of porkcrs
chowocd a romarkable improvement, complctely recovering from tho
disastrous fall of thc prcvious month. On the opening salc dey,
thc top prices for plgs drossing 60 1b. worce round about 27/6
per hoad, whilc 37/6 was thc highost rcclisatlon recorded for
pigs drossing 90 1b. By thc closc of tho month ratos had rlscn
12/« pcr hcad, and corrosponding valucs of plgs of tho above
welghts were 39/6 and 49/%, rcspoctivecly. The market as & whole
beceame more stable and tho irrcgularitics mentioned in the
prcvious revicw werce lcss pronouncced.

Primc country baconcrs well reprcscnted.

Consignmonts of baconcrs fluctuated much morc than
those of porkers, but on the whole this class was well reprosent-
ed. The bulk of the pennings compriscd light and medium weight
animals and gquality generally was fairly satisfactory, prime
country baconer:z being well in evidence. On the first sale day
in May prices rosc 3/~ to 5/= por head and quotations ranged
from 42/6 (100 1b.) to 60/6 (150 1b.). Tho market remainecd
falrly steady at those lovels untll tho c¢loso, whon a firmer
tendeney became cvident, ospecially for primc lightweights,
which wore quoted from 50/6 por head and werc worth up to 6id
pecr 1b. Light and medium weight plgs suitable for thce loeal
tradc mot thc best inquiry and buyors werc not proparcd to pay
much morc por hcad for hcavy baconcrs than they did for modiun
eighte.

Backfatters in demand.

Pennings of backfatters worc, for the most part,
conmparatively light and quality was variable. Nevortholess,
good tradec sorts wore wcll reprcsented, clthough heavy
» doscriptions were difficult to socure. At thc boginning of

the month backfottors of good to prime quulity wero vorth Sgd

to 4d per 1b. for pigs drcssing 200 to 350 1b, and 33d to 3id
for thoso oxeccding 350 1b. A firmor roqguest prevailed during
the two following sales, whilc valucs at the final zuction
ddvancod remarkabl;, thc inercascs verying from £2 to &3 per
hocd or ncarly 24 per 1b. It 18 undorstood that food contracts
?Or war purposcs worc rosponsible for these highor pricos.
uotations on the day in cucstion rangod from 45d to 6%d pcr 1b.

Fosition gonorally morc satisfactory.

The grave uncortainty facing tho industry during April
8ocms to have passced, and the poslition is much morc satisfactory,
@lthough not as good as tho producors could wish. Excopt in tho
Casc of backfatters, valuce continuocd to show an lmprovoment
during early Junc salcs,

G’.c. 8: Joﬁ:o
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CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY.

POME AND CITRUS I'RUIT PLENTIFUL; GREEN VEGETABLES
IN LIGHTER SUPPLY.

Improved trading in apples towards end of lMay.

Generally, the market was well supplied with apples,
particularly in the early part of May, when stocks included many
over-mature Tasmanian Jonathans, which were difficult to dispose
of, even at concession rates. Business was somovhat depressed
during this early pcriod but, with the clecarance of all "sleepy
lincs, treding improvcd.

Thce scason for local Jonathans finished but fairly good
consignmonts of Victorian and Tasmanian fruit continucd to arrive
and mot satisfactory inguiry. Tasmanian Clcopatras worc plontiful
and were in rcqucst. -

Supplics of loececl Dclicious wore mainly of sizcs 3 inch
and over and realiscd from 9/- to 12/- per bushel,

Many large sizod Rome Beauty apples worc on offer and
wcll-colourcd lincs sold steadily. Stocks of Granny Smiths worc
light at times but mostly worc sufficicnt to moot domand.

Both Croftons and Demoerats werc included in Tasmanian
shipments but, apart from a fow forward lincs and largo sizes of
tho latter varioty, tho arrivals worc placod in cool storos.

Good rangc of pecars availablo.

Buycrs had a good rangc of poars to choosc from, the
varictics availablc comprising Packhams, Tintor Colec, Joscphincs,
Bourrc Bosc und Glou Horecau. The two first-mentioncd were tho
most popular and were disposcd of at firm ratecs. Choicc firm lincs
of thc othor kinds clco sold satisfactorily but ripc lots were
difficult to eclcar, particularly somc Tasmanl-n Uintor Colo and
Glou. Morecau, which wero dclayed in transit carly in the month.

Hoavior offorings of Nevcl oranges.

The position with rcgard to citrus frults was not very
Satisfactory from thc produccr's point of view, a8, genocrally
Spcaking, the markct was 1istless, The plentiful supplicas of 3
Valcneia oranges from the Marrumbldgee Irrigation Arca available
until mid-May rostricted demand for carly arrivals of Navels from
cocotel distriets. The former oranges wors of bettor colour and
Sugar content and werc preforrcd by buyers.,

Inquiry for Navols improved later and valucs firmed, but
towards the closc of the month thc rceccipt of hcovy suppllcs, which
/fOI' L B




for the most part werc counts of from 64 to 100 per easc, ezuscd

ratcs to fall sharply.

Large quantitics of coastcl lomons wore forward but

requcst was restricted and, cxeccept

for cholce colourcd lots, this

fruit was obtalnablc at low pricos.

Stecady cloarance for choice mandarins.

While choicc Imperial mandarins werc in steady demand,
small frult sold slowly. Tho Emperor varioty was morc plcentiful
towards tho end of May and roaliscd to 7/- por bushcl, with

occasional spceials dcarcr.

The outstanding colour and geneorel quality of Glon Rectroat
mandarine from Quccnsland attracted buycrs, and cach consignmont
from the Gayndah district clecarcd quickly, up to 18/- poer bushel

boing reccived.

Request for grapefrult was only moderato; ncvertheless
stocks werc rcduccd conaidorably and valucs improved slightly,
Coastcl solling to 8/- por bushol and up to 10/- being obtainecd
for Murrumbidgec Irrigotion Arca. Somc very good quallity fruit
arrived from the Narrominc district and rcoliscd to 16/- por casc.

Sharp fall in priccs of bananas.

The fairly high priccs ruling for bananas during tho
carlicr half of the month restricted dcmand and, as a result,
valucs foll sharply. The markct was dull during thc last wosk
of May, dcspito fairly light consignmonts, and valucs ranged from
10/~ to 17/~ per tropical casc, with a fow spceials highcr.

Pincapples goncrally dcarcr.

Comparcd with tho prcvious month, lightcr supplics of
Pincapples werc forward, A considcrable proportion of the fruit
Was of largc sizc and at timcs difflculty was cxporicnccod in
clcaring stocks. Priccs genorally, werc highor, choicc lincs
roalising 12/- to 14/- por tropical ocase,

Good rcqucst for custard apples; wvalucs of

Papaws and grapcs lowvor.

Custard applecs wero roceived at bl-weckly intervals and
met good rcquest, stocks clearing prior to tho arrival of frosh

consignments.

Incrcascd quantitics of papaws werc available towards
the ond of May and valucs worc from about 2/- to 3/ = bCr casc lowor.

Domand for grapos was mos

tly for Valtham Cross and

Ohanoz varictics but priccs werc fairly low. Cornichons met a

Poor inquiry and at timcs worc prac

tically unsalcable.
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Horked decline in consignments of peas.

The mein features in the green vegetable market were
the rapid falling-off in supplles of most kinds and the resultant
upward trend in values. On the first two days of the month
consignments of peas excecded 2,000 bags but then a marked declire
in the dellr supply occurrcd. Towards the end of May arrivals on
some occasions werc less than 500 bags, the smallest quantity for
many months. Taking into consideration that about 1,500 bags per
day can be disposcd of when valucs arc at rcasonable lovels, it
can rcadlly be understood that high prices wore rcalised, as
rmueh as 18/~ per bushel boing poid for choice lines, The offect
of the inflated valucs was rcduccd buying by rotailcrs and at
times clcarances were slow. The market is now dcpendoent on
supplios from coastal districts, as westorn and Irrigation crops
havo finishod.

Cauliflowers roalisc high ratcs.

Compared with last scason, consignments of cauliflowers
werc lightor and rates werce maintained at high levols, scloeted
hoads roalising up to 20/« per dozon. The Bathurst district
continuod to forward a fair proportion of thc supplies, the
balanco comlng from within the County of Cumbcrland, Domand
generally was very satlisfactery and only on rarc occasions was
it ncccssary to carr; over any lincs.

Supplics of North Coast and Qucensland beans
supplcmont locel stocks.

The position wilth regard to beuns was somewhat brighter
and although local offerings showed a marked reduction, arrivals
of fairly heavy North Coast and Queensland consignments on Monda:
snd Thursday of each weck kept values at reasonable levels for
most of the month. A good deal of anthracnose was apparent in
North Coast and Queonsland lots; this disease was responsible for
considerable monctary; loss to growers, as affected lincs had to be
sold at lower priccs. -

Moderate quantitics of cabbagos availablo.

Therec was good inquiry for cabbages, particularly mediun
Sized heads, on practicully all oeccasions. Supplies werc reccived
from as far afiold as Coffs Harbour on the North Coast but the
quantitics from all sourccs on offer dally wore for thoe most part
only modcratc and rarcly was it noccssary to carry over any lines.
Choico lots roaliscd to 12/~ por dozon, but tho goneral range for
bost lines was from 8/- to 10/-.

Woaker closing markct for tomatocs.

. Locally grown tometocs compriscd the bulk of the
Offcrings carly in Moy and satlsfactory pricce werc obtalned,
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up to 12/- por half-casc boing paid for choicc colourcd
descriptions. Towards the closc, howover, tho colder wecather

causcd demand to slacken and lower ratcs had to be acccptod.
Consignments from both northcern and southcrn Quecnsland arrived

at bi-weckly intcrvals, The quality was varlablc and a numbor of
blighty lincs had to be clcared cheaply. Some of the northern packs
worc choicc and some partly coloured lots sold to 10/- per holf-
casc, but the genor:l range of prices was lower, the market

closing ot 5/~ to 7/-, wlth speclals to 8/~ poer helf-casc,

c===0000000==== R.M,

ALEXANDRIA RAI%AY GOODS YARD
A
SUSSEX STREET SALES.

Lighter supplics of pctatocs.

Supplics of local potatocs forwardod to Aleoxandria
Rallway Goods Yard during M. showcd 2 oonsiderablce rcduction on
tho previous month'as total. Receivals during the oarlior half of
tho porlod were considerably lighter, but towards the close larger
vardings were again available., Crookwcll and Taralga were the
chlcf districts reprcscnted; betwcen them they supplicd more than
half of the 13,277 bags submltted. Quality was noticeably botter
and the percentage of lincs withheld owing to moth infestation or
for regrading was small. Saleg werc wcll attended and demand was
atoady, clearances in most cases being satisfactory. Sced lincs
werc in particular rccucst throughout and choicc lots rcaliscd up
to £8.0.0 per ton. Priccs gonerally showed little variation from
wock to week but, with the exccption of those for secd, values
werc lowecr than those ruling in April. Rcalisations by auction
werc«= No., 1 Gradc £400.0 to £6-11.8, NO. o £2.10.0 to £5.1500,
No. 3 £2.0,0 to £4.10,0, Sccd £2.10.0 tc £8.0.0 por ton, stock
food 2/- to 5/- por bag.

Consignments of Victorizn potatocs werc considecrably
hecavicr, amounting to 2,717 bags; most of these werc No. 1 grade
lincs, which cleared readily at £4.6.8 to £5.5.0 por ton.

Slightly rcduced stocks of Tasmenian potatocs, aggreogoting

85,099 bags, worc roccived in Sussox Stroot. Guality of all varict-
lcs was good. During the first two trading poriods ratcs weore
unchanged at:- Brownclls £7.0,0, Bismarcks £6.0.,0, Snowflakos
£5.0,0, Arranchicfs £4.10,0 pcr ton., Towards the closc of the
month, however, quotations werc lowored by 10/- to £1 per ton and
becarc 1~ Brovmclls £6.10,0, Bismarcks £5.10.0, Snowflokos and
Arronchicfs £4.10,0 por ton. The markct was stocdy, although
Browneclls clecarcd somcvhat slowly at times. Tho chcaper potatocs,
Whitcsking, mot a particularly firm incuiry towards tho close of

the month, /
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Firmer rates for table onions, but picklers cheaper.

Considerably lighter consignments of Victorian onions
were received in Sussex Street during the month, only about 180
tons in all being available, While a small proportlion of white
table was 1included, the bulk comprised brown table and pickling

lines.

Despite a large reduction in stocks, prices of picklers
werec ecasier at £7.0.0 to £8,0.0 per ton, steady sales being
reported. White and Brown Table lines cleared well at the rates
of £16 to £18 and £11.10.0 to £13.0.0, respcctively, according to
& scale of costs deotormined by the Prices Commissioner.

Victorian Brown Globes railed to Alexandria totalled

5,578 bags, a slight incrcase on receivals for April. Quality was
good and values werc firmer at £11.0.,0 to £12.0.0 per ton.

Further decline in pumpkin prices.

A total of 62 trucks of local pumpkins was yarded at
Aloxandria, compared with 43 trucks during April. Early in the
perlod, salos were effectcd to £4.0.0 per ton, but with the
heavier arrivals the markot cased and thc bulk of @isposals took
place at £2,10.0 to £3.10.0 per ton. At times ratcs werc lowored
to £2.0.0 per ton, to facilitate clearancos.

Good demand for othcr root vegcotables.

Other Tasmanlan root vcgetables to hand werc as follow:-
4,291 bags of swedecs, 973 of carrots and 583 of parsnips. Cool
Woather conditions resulted in a good reguest and the consignments
Werc cleared practically upon arrival. For the most part, prices,
Which were fixed at the commencemont of cach woock, werc casior at?
Swedes £5.0,0 to £7.0,0, Carrots £10.0.0 to £12.0.0, Parsnips £6,.0.0
to £14.0,0 per ton. Supplies from New South 'Yialos contres amounted
to 415 bags of swedes and 54 of carrots. Quality varicd and auction
S8alcs were cffocted at £3.10.0 to £7.15.,0 for swedes and £7.0.0 per
ton for carrots. ‘

Choicc chaff in firm requost.

Oaten chaff yarded at Alexandria totalled 146 trucks, as
4gainst 116 trucks the provious month. The principal inqguiry again
Was for cholce varictics but clearances wero generally satisfactory.
The market during the period covering the first throo trading wecks
Showed 1ittle variation but towards the elosc valucs advanced, odd
lincs roalising up to £8.10.0 por ton. Suotations throughout wore:-
Medium £5.0.0 to £6,0,0, Good to £7.0.0, Choicc to £8.,0,0, with a
fow lots to £8.10,0 per ton. A numbor of auction sales was made at
Priccs ranging from £5.5.0 to £6,15.0 per ton.

5 The 64 trucks of wheaton chaff werc in stcady domand and,
Although somotimos modium lots worc slow to clocar, choicc linos
/rcalisod ....
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rcalisod firmer valucs. Quotations ranged from £4.10.0 to £6.10.0
per ton, according to quality.

Larger supplics of lucornc chaff werc forwardod from New
South Walcs districts, 88 trucks boing availablc. Tho markot was
practically unchanged, primc variotics sclling at £7.0.0 to £7.10.0
pcr ton, whilc medium to good lots brought £5.0.0 to £6.0,0 por ton.
About six trucks wore offcrcd at auction, rcalising £5.18.4 to
£6.16u8 pcr ton.

Stcady inquiry for choicc luccrnc hay.

Lucerne hay railled from the Maitland district to Alexandria
totalled 38 trucks. Early in the month prime lines sold well at
£4.0,0 to £5,5.0 per ton. About mid-May gquality showed a considerable
falling-off, wet and heated conditions being evident; clearances of
this hay wore difficult to cffcet and values fell to as low as
£2.0,0 per ton.

Conslgnments from other ccntres aggregated 112 trucks.
Quality varied considorably and inferior grades were in limited
roquost at from £4.10.0 to £5.0.0 per ton. Mcdium lots brought to
£6.0,0, good realised from £6.10.0 to £7.0.,0 and choice lincs woroc
in domand at up to £8.0.0 por ton., Only onc truck of poor standard
bay  was cuctioned, £4.10.,0 per ton being obtained. About 300 bales
of Hunter River lucernc hay wero consigned to Sussex Strcct. Dry
lincs sold woll at £4.10.0 to £5.10.0, but soft greon descriptions
cloared slowly at £3.10.0 to £3.15,0 pcer ton.

Only a small proportion of the 40 trucks of oaten hay was
offercd, cholcc varictics realising to £9.0,0 per ton. Onc truck
submitted by auction brought £4.10.0 por ton.

Straw sells well.

Suppliocs of straw roccivod at Alcxandria consistod of 41
trucks from Now South Wales contres and 24 trucks from Victoria.
The Victorian consignmonts were chlofly of choice quality and valucs
Wworc higher at £5,0.0 to £5.15.0 por ton. The loecal offerings sold
well at from £4.0.0 to £5.10,0 per ton, according to quality. Two
trucks weorc disposed of by auction, one at £5.0.0, and the other,
cf inforior quality, at £2.10.0 per ton.

Approximately 1,000 bales of Tasmanian straw werc shipped
to Sussox Strcot; thesc were in firm demand at the unchanged rato of
£6.0,0 por ton. :

Maizo markot casier.

Much heavier supplios of malzo, viz., 6,514 bags, wore
@vallable at Aloxandria, whilc 4,600 bags from North Coast districts
Werc shippcd to Susscx Stroct. Valucs cascd conslderably, ycllow
lots rcalising from 3/7 to 4/2, with crushed to 4/5 por bushol,
Whilo white brought 3/10 to 4/-. Soft and hoatod 1inos and inferior
Qualities wore quotod at lower rates than the foregoing.
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WHOLESALE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES
IN SYDNEY (N.S.'.) DURING MAY, 1941,
AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 31st AUGUST, 1939.

The following table glves particulars of the range of
prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State larketing
Bureau in respect of various commodities for the perdods indlcated:

Commodity lay, 1941 3lst August, 195¢
Wheat - Home Consumption: From 0
Bulk - per bushel 3/113d (unchanged) 2/4d
Flour - per ton £10.4.2 £6.12,3
(plus £2.8,10 (plus £6.2.9
tax) tax)
Bran - per ton £6.0,0 ) : £4.5.0
Pollard " " £6.0,0 ) Unohanged £445.0
Eggs (hen) per dozen 1/9d 1/-
Butter:
Choice per cwt. 161/24 ) 161/2a
First Quality " " 156/64 ) unchanged 156/64
Second " W 151/104 ) 151/10d
Cheose s
Loaf per 1b. 11 ) 114
Large il 1 ) unchangod 10zd
Special Brands " " 11zd  1/24) 1/2d
May, 1941 29th August, 1959
Plgs (Abattoir Saleyards) pnom To From éo
Good to prime - per head '
Porkors - Extra light 17/6 35/6 31/6 40/6
g - light 23/6 39/6 39/6 44/6
j e - medium weight 25/6  46/6 43/6 57/6
N - heavy 31/6 49/6 50/6 54/6
Baconers 42/6  62/6 60/6 75/¢€
Backfatters £3.5,0 £10.18.86 £4.5.0 £8,1C.0

Note: The plg salecs nearest to 31st August, 1930,
werc thosc hcld on 29th August, 1939.
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Queensland 82
Viecteria 25,955
Tasmania 109,071
Sth. Aust. 1,016
West Aust. -
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FRUIT.
T PIneappies| Sananas T 0IheT
STAT® trepical tropical| Fruit
s 0S| _cases | cases |
Queensland| 22,836 6,990 14,607
Victoria 45 96 43,298
Tasmania - - 546,215
Sth. Aust. - - 8,023
itk oot IS LD R I S
HIALS ] 22,881 | 7,086  |41c,143
Alsc - ¢ 3 bunches Bananas.

T Tomutoss T Welens T T
half-bushel TOTALS
..Lases _ |orates| . |

9,800 5 55,933
21,472 - 64,911
243 - 346,458

- - 6,023

| 31,215 L - |471,325

ol

X 8 tons locse Melons

VEGETABLES

" OGnions”

L PARS

41,256

736

L

41,992

TN e e v e

St R

X and 18% tons.

“EGEHEE*“'”*?GﬁﬁkTHE'”T{ﬁGEEZ"E?' TTOther T

Chillies | Vegetables

. bags | bags ,,AJ'“.S_’P..S._,-..,9.':?.?.93;.._.._.&‘5?3;_.
- 79 16+ 49 9,081
315 - - - 2,364
4,301 = = - 2,254
- - 9,435

2,006 ) 78 | ek | 49 | 23,138 |

-

TOTALS

9,291%

69,890
115,626
11,187

T ——————

205,998

_Hpk es.
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STATE MARKETING BUREAU~DIVISION OF MARKETING~ DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUr
NEW SOUTH WALES

OYSTERS >l

GRAPH SHEWING AVERAGE “SPREAD' BETWEEN THE
RETURN TO THE OYSTER FARMER AND THE PRICE
PAID BY THE CONSUME}}E_

.41.6

— YEAR 1940 —

Per Dogen
d.
 Retail Price (consumed as oysters a V
m shell in Hotel Dining Rooms,
Restaurants, Fish Cafes, &)

~— Retailers Expenses and Profits

Retail Price (sales of oysters in shell 1].7% :

7
_over counter)

d
/ 5 4
3 d. / :
Retailer paid to Wholesale Oyster Merchant 6 3 / Wholesale Oyster Merchants Expenses and Profits

| Z
Gross return to Oyster Farmer 515

%
d. <——  (Gross Return to Oyster Farmer
525

NOTES :
& Deductions [rom ths return would iclude carlage, rent,
wages, wastage, b. Where oysters on skell are consumed as a
meal or part of @ meal in cafes & similar establishments, the
costs of service and such iems as bread and bulter, lemon
and condiments must be constdered as further deductions.

lomsiled D.R. % Jrom this return must be deducted the Oyster larmers
Yown  EHS. Production and marketing costs. A.ANATSON,
Checked D R CHIEF, DIVISION OF MARKETTG.
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