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HI GHLIGHT•S 

Marketing and Distribution Conference - Sydney 
11th to 14th March, 1941. 

Convened by New South Wales Government to consider the 
retail distribution of fruit, vegetables, meat and fish in the 
1etropo1itan Area of Sydney and other urban areas of the State, 
held 11th to 14th March, 141. Following are a few of tie 
decisions of Conference:- 

That the principle of encouraging the establishment 
of Retail Public Larketc in the Metropolitan Area of Sydney, 
under either private or municipal management, be supported 
and that the Local Government Association he asked to 
consider and report to the Goveriiient on the question of 
the feasibility of the opening of such markets by 
individual Councils, County Councils or Councils working 
under joint agreement. 

That the retailing of fruits and vegetables by 
Departmental stores, Chain grocery stores, and other types 
of chain stores (existent or projected) is or would be a 
useful development in consideration of the interests of 
both producers and consumers. 

That public marketing facilities are insufficient 
in many urban areas of the Stato. 

That Police and City Council Authorities be requested 
to adrinistor the regulations governing roving or itinerant 
harrcirmen, with the greatest possible degree of leniency 
subject to circumstances affecting the traffic problems of 
the City and subject to strict supervision genoralJ.y. 

That for the purpose of compiling records of receivals 
of fruits and vegetables, road transport carriers ho required 
to lodge consignment notes at pr3SCribOd places for trans-
mission to the State Marketing Bureau, thus bringing records 
of road transport consignments into being. Consignments by 
rail and boat are already recorded frorn rail consignment 
notes and shipping manifests. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 	 (Continued) 

That all persons transporting fish whether by rail, 
road or sea, should be required to furnish information 
making it possible each morning to display a notice in 
the Sydney Fish Market containing particulars of all fish 
to be offered for sale therein that day. 

That approximately 7 p.m. be the closing hour for fruit 
and vegetable shops on ordinary week-days and that no shop 
trading be permitted on Sundays except in "beach" areas and 
the King'O Cross area of Sydney. 

That the closing hoar for sale of fish either raw or 
cooked, other than that served with meals, be Mondays to 
Thursdays 7 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays Oo p.m., with special 
provisioh for sea-side resorts ani any OimiIaT special cases. 

That all fresh fish delivered for sale in the Metrop-
olitan Area should be offer,.-.d for sale in the City Fish 
Markets in the first instance, subject to such exemptions 
as may be approved by the Minister from time to time. 

That all fish in the Sydney iiunicipal Fish L'iarkets be 
sold by weight. 

That the Fish Agents be asked to consider and, if 
practicable, subscribe to a co-operative system of cartage 
in an endeavour to eliminate the multiplicity of overhead 
costs now prevailing. 

That Suburban Retail Markets similar to those in 
elhourne be established at selected centres as an experiment 

to test this method of distributin fish to the public. 

That the state Government appoint immediately a 
0omrnittee of Inquiry representative of all parties interested 
to consider a scheme for Liconsin' Retail 3utcherst Shops. 



- 
TS 	(Continued) 

That in view of the marked decline in the per capita 
consumption of beef and nuton during the present century 
an Educational and Advertising Campaign be undertaken to 
make known to the community the virtues of meat, the food 
value of the cheaper cut-s and the best means of preparing 
them for the table 

That the marking of lamb as lamb for local consumption 
is desirable,. 

That Compulsory Registration o2 all promises used for 
the killing and dressing of Poultry for sale as a means of 
promoting greater confidence on the part of housewives and 
other buyers and corresponding greater demand be provided 
for by legislation 

That Compulsory Claseifcation and Grading would be in 
the int3rosts of the Tablo Poiltry trade, both wholesale 
and retail; the clasIfiaton and grades to be those 
recommended by the Thblo Poultry Council of New South Wales 
as a starting point 

That live birds intended to be dressed for sale by 
retail should be systoniaticaily inspected by an officer 
qualified in poultry d.isoases 

That the State Go:ornrnont be requested to prohibit the 
issue of Coupons and Gift Tokens in all trading in essential 
food-stuffs. 

(NOT:: TIE FOGOING ARE A SE1.CTION FRC•M THE SEVNTY.-FIVE 
UTIONS ADOPTED BY TH CONFERENCE, EHICH WAS OPEND BY 

THEE PREMIER OF NEW SOUTH WALES (iON. AIx. MAIR)  .L .A.) 
SUPPORTED BY THE MINISTER FO AGRICJLTU (MAJOR T12 	S 

A.D. RE ID, M C ,  

031)0000 
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PLANNING FOOL) SUPPLIES IN WAR TflE AND FARMING 

GENRALLY IN TM UNITED KINGDOM. 

Information, under date of 22nd October, 1940, to hand from 
the New South Wales Government Offices in London indicates that the 
British Government iâ planning its agicu1tural policy along lines 
which, it is thought, will best meet the exceptional war conditions. 
Price levels have been fixed for the purpose of securing an increase 
in some types of production and a decline in others. The Prime 
111nister, Mr, Churchill', has stated that in some inotances they may 
Impose burdens; in other cases there may even be a call to sacrifice 
of personal interests On the whole, however, the price structure is 
believed to reconcile just treatment for the producer iith the wide 
requirements of the nation. 

The plan aims at maintaining and increasing milk production, 
and contemplates bigger acreages of potatoes, wheat and beans. 
Dairy farmers should now be receiving 73. and 3d a gallon over 1938-39 
prices. Producers of potatoes have been promised, in respect of 
their 19l crop, pr-ices 30 par cent, above those obtained in 110.396  

Prices of potatoes were low towards the close of last year but the 
linister of Food has undertaken to take over' any sound marketable 
surplus occurring during 1941. The standard price for wheat under 
the hoat Acts will be continued for the 1941 crop at 14/6d per cwt. 
The standard price for oats will be 12/3d per cwt., ?!hil5t 1/6d 
will be the maximum price for oats and barley sold for feeding. If 
necessary the Government will take stops to safeguard barley groJGrs 
against a slump in pricos 	Barley of the 1941 crop sold for malting 
Purposes should continue to remain free from price restrictions. 

With regard to livestock, it is hoped that, with the 
increased supplies of home gro1rn grain and feeder crops now 
available,  together with more economical Loading and the acceptanco of 
a lower standard of finish, farmers will be able to plan production 

and narketing in accordance with national requirements. 	hoop prices 
announced earlier in the year are to remain unaltered, but a now scale 
18 to operate in respect of fat cattle. In fixing the latter prices, 
1egard has been paid to the need for securing marketings at a rather 
lOwer avorage level than usual during the autumn and wintor,thus 
reducing the normal autwm glut and the late spring and earl-  y'&fgh. 
For this reason there will be a wider seasonal variation between 
P1'1 Icos in mid-autumn and in the late spring. 

The basic price of pigs was raised last July to 21/- per 
Score to enable producers to reduce their stocks to the extent 
equi0d by the much shorter supplies of feeding-stuffs. 	- From 

October, 1940, the price for 'baconers was reduced to 19/6d per 
Cre, and the rates for porkers were fixed at 18/- and for sows at 

par score. Some time ago 'armors were warned to reduce their 
Pig Production and the present policy appears to be that of 
.e11'berate1y suppressing pig brooding and Loading. Not only have 
ho Prices of barley and other foeding stuffs risen but severe 

of supplies for pig feeding is to prevail. It is quite 
/ possible.... 
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possible that this policy has fo1loed the statement made by 
Sir John On' in his latest book, 'Feeding the People in Wartime t, 
that bacon has no particular food value which cannot be supplied 
more economically in other -.iays. 

It may be of interest to repeat here Sir John Orris 
contention that the most efficient way to feed the nation in war-
time would be to produce an ificreásed volume of the bulky pro 
tective foods at home on the 4,000,000 acres of ras1and which 
could be brought under cultivation, thus giving a total supply 
sufficient to provide an average daily diet containing two-thirds 
of a pint of milk, 6 oz of vegetables, 2 oz. of oatmeal and 16 oz e  
of potatoes. This, he said, would be nearly up to the standard 
needed for good health, and a better diet than the poorest one-third 
of the people 	had at present. Certain other foods would be 
necessary to supplement this basic diet, ieagre roports to hand 
aoar to indicate that even if p3oplo of the United Kingdom are 
dissatisfied with their presont cliot, such diet is proving 
advantageous to their health and th anticipated widespread out-
br.jak of epidemics during the winter months did not oventuato. 

In fixing prices for the 1C40-41 season the Government 
took cognisance of the substantial rise in agricultural wages which 
has taken place and the other increases in farming costs. In the 
Overt of any substantial changes in costs of production the prices 
announced will be subject to review. The Government is considering 
the possibility of stabilIsin prices of some raw feeding 	stuffs 
and fertilizers with a vie'r to avoidin, as far as is practicable, 
frecjuont changes In price scales and enabling farmers to plan ahead 
11th greater security. In this connection generally the Agricultural 
Corresponnt of "The Times" sai_ hat one difficulty 	in arriving at 

fair price for Agricultural pro..uco is the lack of accurate and 
reliable costs of production from representative farms to form the 
aj5  of price fixing, The ordinary British farmer knows nothing of 

econoijists and detailed costs of production. As a producer of food, 
he may have been inefficient and uneconomical comparedwith some 
larger farmers in the same district, but in peace-time, Governments 
d1d not '.orry over much aht food production. So long as the 
fai1ng coirnmu-iity was kept reasonably contented ovorsea trade was 
the major consideration. Eamo farmers have mado satisfactory 
Profits almost consistontly in rocont years, but the greater number 
Wa5 making a bare living only, and their level of production was 
not high. Today, when food production and not more sustenance Is 
th criterion, many of those farmers are ill-oouIppod to increase 
tho output from their land. Guaranteed prices, which are 	obviously 
Profitable, would be the best spur to greater effort and the most 
°rtain means of securing a bigger output all round from second class 

as well as the best land. 

In connection with the foregoing, the Secretary of the New 
011th flalos Government Offices in London writes that there is at 

&fld the same time an apology for ineffIcient farming methods and 
Plea for the maintenance of conditions which will breed further 
flept and unscientific husbandry • In a letter to "The.  Times", 

_____ 	 / George..... 



George Bernard Shaw states that the nglish farming system is 
impossible and suggests the adoption of the Russian collective 
farming method 	It is expected of the English farmer that he 
should be able, single-handed, not only to plough arid hoe, to 
reap and sow, but to he an agricultural chemist, a veterinary 
biologist, an accountant dealing with complicate(f, costings, a 
statistician, a man of business skilled in buying materials and 
selling products, an up.to-date reader of scientific publications 
and a expert in halfa-dozen other capacities 	utterly,  foreign to his antecedents. 	11r. Shaw's contention is that he is in read 
of several partners who are expert in the scientific and comercial 
departments for which he has no time being fully occupied working 
his farm. Several recognised leaders of modern agricultural methods 
ive support to £r. haw's thesis, which apparently is an indictment 

of nrosent day farming methods in England. 	In closing, the 
Secretary states that it seems to be increasingly realised that it 
may he doubtful whether te agricultural economy of the United 
Kingdom can best be improved by concentrating, as has been done so 
far, on the price fixation element, and that what is necessary is 
a revolutionary approach to the subject paying attention to unsound 
root causes instead of mitigating their effects. 	Some correspond- 
ents to "The Times allege that the depression in English agriculture 
has been caused to some extent by Government neglect over a long 
period of years, and to the operation of the death duties which 
result in a feeling of insecurity of tenure. Corporate bodies are 
recommended with ample working capital and continuity of management. 
It has also been suggested. that the weaknesses in nglish agriculture 
might ho overcome by the provision of advice and control through 
agronomos. 	During the last war and until 1921, County Agricultural 
Committees exercised control with groat effect. By 1024 'ngland 
Was already drifting back to the old conditions of haphazard 
husbandry. it is pointed out that, although Government control 
again exists and the State has assumed the functions formerly 
exercised by enlightened landowners, production would be far greater 
to-day if a p3rlocl of negloct had not intervened. Other correspond-
ents point to the general insecurity engendered by fluctuating prices, 
an 3xtract from one reading "we nist, as part of our permanent 
national policy, give the British farmer a just claim on the home 
uiarket at a standard scale of prices". 

Referring again to the Secretary's communication, we note 
an interesting corirnient in connection with the fruit position. The 
fruit_growers, apparently, allege the existence of an anti-fruit 
bias In the various Government Departments and complain of harsh 
treatment in various ways, such as insufficient supplies of petrol 
P01-1y of diverting fruit transport to tho railways, low fixed 
Prices and Inconsidered Government pronouncements concerning the 
Place of fruit In the national diet. 

Space will not permit of corrrniont on the British Agricultural 
POliøy, or on the general statements and suggestions In regard 
tiroto  as outlined in the foregoing. 	These hav bean mentioned 
as matters of interest and the question of their applicability to 
th Australian position has been loft for the reader's consideration. 
It is hardly necessary to add, however, that we in Australia cannot 

ord to be disinterested in the agricultural policy of the 
Pl'illcipal customer of our prJmary products, either during or after 
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IAR}ING IGI8L(TION -. FOVINCE OF 
TJTC, CANADA. 

Advice from the Department of Agriculture for the Province 
of ,ubec, Canada, indicates that Marketing Legislation has been 
enacted in respect of Dairy Products, Sale of Leaf Tobacco and Sale 
of A('riculturai Products generally. In connection with the latter, 
two Acts have been passed viz., an Act to Aid In the Sale of 
Agricultural Products and the Agricultural Products Act, 

Act to Aid in theQ of ilrriculturaldc 

The Act to Aid in the Sale of Agricultural Products was 
passed in April 139 and. provides that the Lieutenant Governor may, 
upon the recommendation of the Iiniàter of Agriculturs.,. take such 
niea.uros as he may deem appropriate, within the limits of the con-
stitutional rights of the Province, to promote the improvement of 
the growing, distribution and marketing of arricultural or natural 
products. 

For the above purposes, action may be taken to collaborate 
and enter into agreement iith any p3r:on, partnershi, corporation, 
institution, government or governmental body and to •ecure the 
advantages of a marketing 	organization for farm or natural products 
by ovury means deemed suitable. A provincial council may be formed 
under the direction of the Mini-ster of Agriculture to organize the 
natural products' market. This council is charged to cooperate 
and onerally col1 aborata with any similar body of the Federal 
au t:arity in carrying out the purposes of the Act. 

Expenditure incurred in carrying out the provisions of the 
Act is payable out of consolidated revenue, 

•'ricultural Products Act. 

The Agricultural Products Actcovers any produce of animal 
Or vegetabis origin, with the exception of aquatic animals or canned 
foods governed by the Canned Foods Act. 	The Act aims to regulate 
the sale of agricultural products and the regulations thereunder 
have a objects the indication to the consumer ol' the quality of the 
Products delivered for conwiiption, as 11911 as the prevention of 
fraudu:nt sale of these products. 

For the aforementioned purposes, the Act provides that the 
Lieutenant_Governor in Council may designate the agricultural 
Products which shall coma within its application and regulate the 
Sale, the placing on sale, the expoin:, holding and transportation 
for the sale of such products within the limits of the iovince or 
17Ithin such area as ho may indicate. 

Regulations are to prescribe particulars of grading, also 
c,ualit3r, shape, size and capacity of any container. In addition, 

/ thoy..... 
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they will govern the inscriptions or marks indicating the nature, 
kind or variety, or the quality, quantity or grade, or the 
particular or regional names, or the source of such products, '.thich 
the purchasers may exact on the invoices, labels, packages, or on 
the products themselves, a,s a warranty on the part of tiiO vendors, 
and the external or apparent indications necessary to assure the 
honesty of the sale or putting up for sale. The Lieutenant-Governor 
may also adopt generally all measures to be taken to secure the 
carrying out or application of the Act and issue roguations regard-
ing the formalities required to effect sample taking, seizure or 
confiscation and gather such informative data as he rry deem useful 
or necessary. 

The Minister of Agriculture who is charged with carrying 
out the Act, may appoint inspectors or other agents who have the 
right, in the accomplishment of their duties, to penetrate within 
the Promises in use for the trade of agricultural prolucts; to 
stop and examine any shipment of agricultural prodrots an,-j. to 
operate seizures and confisca ions, in case of infraction. It is 
a breach of the Act to keep or convey in view of the sale, to place 
for sale or to sell products in violation of its proviions or of 
the provisions of the regulations made thereunder. It is also a 
violation Of the Act to hindor the work of inspectors directly or 
indirectly, or to try to deceive the purchasers in any possible 
manner s  

Monies required for the purposes of carrying out the 
provisions of the Act shall be paid out of the sums voted for 
horticulture, by the Legislature, each year, but they must not 
exceed annually the sum of fifteen thousand dollars. 

-.sooOoo-- 

SALS OF IEP, CATTI-2 AND FIGS 
AT 

HOLBUSH, SYDNEY 

Further increase i she 	and lamb c on 	ents. 

Graziers throughout NOV :South Vales marketed fairly substantial 
11Uibers of sheep and lambs during March, 1941, when the pennings 
reached the very satisfactory aggregate of 320,048 or 51,930 head 
fliore than in the previous month. Included in the total were 
150,634 head of grown sheep. 

Medium trade sheep numerous. 

Although there was a good showing of nice quality light to 
heavy trade wethers, the market was by no moans oversupplied and 
Operators could have absorbed even larger quantities had they been 
available. Increased numbers of owes wore yarded: some very 
attractive lines wore noticed early in the month, but towards the 
Close of the period many consignments of only medium quality were 
Offered, The general standard of the wethers available towards 
the and of March also showed a falling off, as light to medium 

/ roight 
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weight sheep of mostly fair to good trade quality formed a large 
proportion of the supp1ics 

The market varied a good deal. Over the earlier part of the 
period, prices for most lines of good quality wethors rose by from 
1/- to 2/- per head and owes were from 1/- to 1/3d per head dearer, 
but medium quality lines met a somewhat rostrictod demand and 
values for these mostly were easier 0  Subsequently rates for ewes 

f and the plainer grades of wethers ell and by the close were some-
what below those ruling earlier in the month, Good quality light 
to heavy.-tethers old fairly consistently throughout but, in common 
with other grades, did not meet with such an activo request towards 
the and of the month, when values oased 

Some actual -.ales are given below ar indicative of price 
trends: 

At the opening auctions1  a line of good trade wethers, 
weighing approximately 45 lb., sold at 14/3.d each o 3d per lb, 
and a consignment of heavy ewes, about 58 ib :  in weight, realised 
15/3d per head1  equivalent to 2-d per lb, 	ubsecuent 	to an advance 
in prices, a pen of 44 lb. wethers made 3d pe.1 lb, being disposed 
of at 15/na. each, while a draft of ewes weighing approximately 
46 lb., brought 15/3d per head, osting 3d per lb4 heavy wethers, 
dressing approximately 56 lb., al;30 made 3d par 1b and were 
Worth is/ioa per head, The lower rates ruling towards the end are 
illustrated by yhe following realisations:-. A line of good heavy 
we the rs of 52 lb. dressed weight was obtained for 2d per lb., 
selling at 16/11d per head, and a draft of nice trade ewes, weighing 
approximately 42 lb., made 10/11d each or 2d per ibm, while good 
trade wethers weighing 42 lb. brought ta equivalent of 2d per lb., 
bein worth 13/10d per head, 

On occasions extra prLno heavy crossbred weti-'ers realised as 
MUch as 22/- per head and some lines of prime heavy merino wethers 
Cold at 20/- each. Avorade realir:atlons for the better class of 
Wether, however, were from '1 4 to 18/- each, About the highest 
Price paid for ewes was 17/- per head, while quite a few made the 
satisfactory figure of 13/- each, but, for the most part, average 
values were from io/- to 14/- per head. lViedlum to plain lines of 
ueep sold at relatively lower levels.,  

light In early March, operators paid from 3-]id to 3d per 'b. for best 
wether mutton and from 2d to 3d for heavy. Light ewes wore 

'tth from 2 	to 3jd and heavy 2d to 2d per ib.%)  equal to the 
rates of the previous month. From 13th March onward demand 

not so good and rates for mutton feJ.1 b:i  from -d to -d per 1., 
a'-ccrding to quality, the iDlainer claes being most affected. 

values were from 2-d to 3d par ].b. for light i.;ethers and 
2 to 2d for heavy, whLle heavy ewes cost from 1-id  to  2*d  and 

from ld to 2frd per lb. 

/ Heavier.., 
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Heavier pennins of laiibs. 

upplios of lambs wore considerably heavier than those of the 
previous month, the aggregate for March being 16l,l4 or about 
34,000 more than for February. 	The quality of the offering as a 
whole was not the best, as by far the reater proportion was only 
of medium quality. At times, however, there was a fair representa-
tion of nice quality heavy lambs, as well as some pens of good 
light trade sorts and drafts of good quality fresh suckers, 

10 	 IQ'1, lambs  

Although 'during early March values for good quality lambs 
showed som improvement - mostly about i/- per head - the consistent 
demand evident then was not iaintained and closing rates were from 
1/- to 2/- per head under the ear'ior realisations and considerably 
below the avorage for the previous month. Although in February 
some of the better class of lamb could not be secured under &-d to 
7d per Ib,, in March similar types of carcases woro obtained at 
from 5d to 6-d per lb., while the average ratos for quality lambs 
ran gec. from 5d to 3d 	for light and from 4d to 4d per lb, for 
heavy. Some indication of th-e various phases of the month's 
operations, may be athorod from the following actual sales. 

Early  in March a line of good trade lambs, weighing approxim- 
ately 51 lb, was clispo 	of at l8/9d each, costing 6d per lb, and 
heavier lambs, of approximatoy 43 lbt sold at 22/10d each, 
equivalent to 4d per lb. About mid-March a draft of good trade 
lambs dressing about 53 lb. brought 21/7d par head and made 5d per 
lb., while extra heavy lambs, weighing approximately 43 lb., 
realised 23/- each or 4 	per lb. 	At the final sale, good light 
lambs were much cheaper, and a pen of nice quality, weighing 
approximately 331b. was disposed of at 18/Sd each or 5d per lb. 
Some lines of prime heavy lambs sold to 2/- per head, and best 
4ght descriptions realised to 21/-. Mostly, however, heavy sorts 
ado from 13/- to 21/- and light brought from 13/- to l/ par 

head, according to ieiht, quality and skin value. itedium to 
Plain lambs sold from about 7/- per head upwards, but, for the most 
Part, those ware only suitable for restocking purposes. 

Although the lamb market did not show the irregularity 
V1dent in grown sheep, the restricted demand at the closing 

auctions was responsible for mainly lower prices, which may bo 
CXPected to continue until such time as the export position is 
8tabjljsed and normal overseas trade resumed. 

Fat cattle continue scarce 

The aggregate number of cattle offered at Homebush at the nine 
conducted during the month was 15,525 head, including 1,358 

' 4l1s and stores. This was a small increase on the previous month's 
811pp03 and there are indications that truckings will continue to 
be Somewhat heavier though no substantial change should be apparent 

/ for.,.... 



for some weeks 	lua1ity for the most part was very 	fair, but 
usually the proportion of plain and inferior grades was considerable 
and operators often found difficulty in procuring suitable boasts 
to meet their needs 

Fair numbers o.-l' lihtbullocks - 
heavier sorts difficult to socure1 

As was the case during February, the showing of bullocks was 
not particularly impressive,, 	They comprised mainly lightweight 
descriptions of fair trade quality only, although occasionally 
some exceptionally good lots were available. As might be expected 
in the circumstances, competition for the latter type was very 
brisk and some high prices wore paid, Values remained fairly 
constant for the greater part of the month, but declined consider-
ably on the last two sale days 

Throughout the period the proportion of steers on offer was 
fairly large and at the majority of sales good to prime lots were 
well in evidence. On one particular sale day, the offering of steers 
was of outstanding quality and v.ras  the subject of favourable coinent 
'oy all soctions of the trade. Loalisatiuns on the day in question 
were as high as any recorded for the period. Among the best of the 
sales was a pan of prime Hereford steers of fresh appearance and 
Carrying good hides. They wore estimated to weigh 525 lb. and sold 
at 	pur head, oquivalont to 51/- per 100 lb. on the hoof, 
i'owards thu end of the month, a comparable line of steurs of the 

same bread but not quite so good made 12.5.0 per head. Thuy 
weighed 550 lb. and were arorth  approximately 45/- per 100 lb. It 
must be remembered, however, that the sales quoted represent a 

Selection made from the really good steers offering; other grades, 
although selling at satisfactory rates, were relatively much cheaper. 

Da,iry_ breads 	c 	edi_je numbers  

Local dairy cows and heifers were always to be seen in sub-
stantial numbers and these detracted considerably from the otherwise 
satisfactory showing of beef breeds, There was no doubt, however, 
that these cattle filled a very definite need in view of the existing 
Shortage in supplies. Values of rood to prime descriptions were in 
keeping with the high rates paid - for bullocks and steers. Prime 
liht oo;s reached as high as 43/ par 100 1b, whilst from 38/- to 
%30- was obtained towards tho close of Marche Medium and plain cows 
and hoifars were probably Tncro affected by the fall in the market 
at the end of the month than other classos, the decline in rates 
rangjg from 30/- to 40/- par hoad 

Walorp in st-rong demand, 

Iopt on one or two sale days, when there was a noticeable 
C 1City, vealers of good quality - :ore fairly well represented. For 
ho most part, supplies comprised light to medium weights of good 

appearance, reflecting improved pasture conditions in the main 

I producing... 



producing centres of the tate,, -;7h3 younger and .ihter stock had 
a tendency to sell strongly bbrouhout the period despite the 
weakness of the market for all other lines at the closin sta:es. 11~
There were irregularities in nrlce -.-,rhich wore difficult to understand 
but which inust be consIdorod a condition to be met from time to tthe 
in any fat stock market. va:u 	on the hoof for good to prime 
vaned from 49J- to 31/- per 100 lb. with the majority of ales 
from about 4W- to 55/. Plain and tediuru lots sold at relatively 
1or figures. 

Decline in values towards end of March. 

A review of the market generally discloses that for tlio greater 
part of the month values for practical.y all stock 	high laroly 
th13 to the 1iht supplies. 	Iith increased nmibors ava1-7Lab1-.3 towards 
th Thttar and of March a fairly p'onouncod decline `-)ocaina evident. 
?atos, however, still remain high and much 'ill depend on pastoral 
oonitions and availability of supplies as to future prLcos Thvel'. 

!p9M°- u]4 

Pigs offered at auction at the Hornebush Abattoir Saloyards 
turing a'ch were appro::imately 2,0CC in excos s of the previous us 

 in all, 7,O2 head ioro yarded. Of this tota, 4,457 were 
'8c3ivod by rail compared with ,C13 from similar sources during 
February, In addition to auction sales quite a considerable 

was sold by private treaty. 

Liht pox'kers scarce: 
ot 	 T 

Porkers were well supplied. MI O- Cliuxa and heavy weight descriptions 
01TLPx'.sod the bulk of the offerings, light grades bein; comparatively 
8Oarc. Cuality varied, but generally fair to good porkers p'e- 
dominated 	:any stores wore included, but prime pigs wore rather 
s ca, rea.;1ittie altar.tion in prices occurred during the first three 
!oks, but on the last sale day in March there was a substantial fall 

Va1uos of rndium and heavy porkors; the market for light 
Criptions, hoover, remaind practically unchane. 

Ba con x's a'-so cheapr. 

The supply of baconers varied considerably; at times they wtaru 
-fltif1 on other occasions this class of pi was scarce. Light and 
JiU111 grades of fair to goOd trade quality comprised the bulk of t1 

As with porcors, prices remained f1rly firm until the 
salo day in Erch, when a fall of up to B/ per head was 

Further fall in 	ices of bac lcf attor. 

Th.'.W, number of 'oackfattors ponnd varied subst:antialiy, but in 

-1h 	gragate, supplies for the month were well up to the average, 
to good quality pigs of light and mpdium weight wore mainly on 

/ offer.... 
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offer. On the last sale day, howover, many good to prime pigs 
were yarded and heavy sorts were nunrous. Prices sho'rod a marked 
I ecline, values at the cloo of the month being approximately 1*d 
per lb #  lower than at the bDginning. 

M 

----000---- 

ALEXANDRIA RAILWAY GOODS YARD 
and 

SUSSEX STREET SALES, 

Increased offer ins of poa toes. 

Stocks of Tasmanian potatoes forwarded to Sussex Street during 
larch totalled approximately 5,0O0 bags, a substantial increase on 
receivals for recent months. The rates in effect at the beginning 
of the month, viz:- Brownells 2, Bismarck 28.10.0, Arranchiefs 
t7.10.0 and Snowflakes 7, were reduced during the 2nd and 3rd 
trading periods to:- Bro'mcJ.ls 23.10.0, Bismareks 28, 7hiteskjns 
5,iQQ par ton. 	With the arrival of large supplies on 24th iiarch 

a further decrease in price took place and quotations became:- 
3rownolls 23.10, 0, 31smarcks 234  .hiteskins 23.10.0. 

Arr.vals at Alexandria Railway Goodo Yard from New South 7-!ales 
centres amounted to 11,833 bags, more than double the yarding of the 
Previous month. Quality throughout was fairly good, although some 
linas wore withheld on account of mechanical injury, etc. Sales 
Were effected by auction and competition qanerally wa 	keen. Inquiry 
Was very satisfactory for seed or lines suitable for use as seed. 
Prices realised wore:- No. 1 grade 25.5.0 to £.5.0, No. 2 £3 to 

No. 3 22.10.0 to 27,5.C, Seed 24.5.0 to 28.a.4, per ton, 
No. 2 7J—, No. 5 5/-, Seed 3/- to s/se., Chats 1/- to 7/-, Stock 
rood 2/- to 9/- per bag, 

RRtOs for onions maintained. 

About 715 tons of Victorian onions, comprising •hito and 
3ro",-,-in Table and Pickling varieties, wer consigned to Sussex Street 
during March. The bulk of the supplies was Brown Globes and demand 
for those was steady at 210 o 211.10.0 par ton. 0thr quotations 

'- Table - ,ihjto £12 to 16; Picklars, fhit and -rown 27 to 
8. Large stocks of Brown Globes were forwarded to Aluxandria 

Goods Yard by Victorian growers . Approximately 3,000 bars 
W'3r,3 offered and, although clearances wore rather slow at times, 
r0, t05 were maintained at .:10 to 211.10,0  per ton,, 

ice s for pumpkins. 

uulity of the 30 trucks of local pumpkins was chiefly only 
dU.UTI and VaIU3S showed little improvement, ranging from 22 to 

per ton. Towards the end of the month clearances were not 
a1WQ75 effected, even at these prices. The 7 trucks of iTuoens]and 

/ pumpkins.... 
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pumpkins meta similar market and brought from 2 to £4  per ton. 

About 1,130 bags of swedes, 515 bs of carrots and 290 bags 
of parsnips from Tasmania were forwarded to Sussex Street. )emanc' 
for Swedes and carrots was firm, but parsnips were not cleared as 
readily. 	Price ranges were:- Swedes 5 to £6, Carrots 9 to l2, 
nd Parsnips ;12 per ton. Local producers consigned 11 bags of 

carrots, 10 205 o Z! swedes and 10 of parsnips to Alexandria, Odd 
lines sold well but rates generally were easier, roalisations at 
auction being:- wades :t2.l0.0 to .110, Carrots 0 40,0 to ;ll 
Parsnips 8.10.0 per ton. 

Ear&ar 	chaffavailable*  

Heavier y.ardings of chaff were available at Alexandria Railway 
Goods Yard, aeceivals of Oaten Chaff totalled 178 trucks. Consider-
able variation of quality was apparent and the chif inquiry was for 
choice lines, which realised to £8 per ton; other grades sold from 
b51  Disposals by auction ranged from 14.3,8 to 7.l0.0 per ton. 

Much larger supplies of wheaten chaff were on offer, 84 trucks 
hein yarded. Demand was slow and rates wore easier at Z5.15.0 to 
£5lO,O per ton by private treaty and from £5,8.4 to 	,15.0 at 
auction s 	New South 	es producers forwarded 94 trucks of lucerne 
chaff during the month. Under a generally steady request, the 
iari:et was slightly firmer. Private disposals wor offocted at from 
4 for medium quality to 3.10.0 for prime - lines, while at auctic>n 

from £4,3,0 to :10 per ton via obtained, 

reuest for lucerne hal towards and of month. zer 

Approximately 140 trucks of local lucerne hay, including 60 
trucks from the Maitland district, were in position. During the 
earlier half of the month, trading was quiet, but towards the er. 
of the period, a decided improvement was apparent and values rose 
20/.. to so/.. per ton. The Maitland offering cleared privately at 
from £2,100 per ton for medium to £6 for extra choice. 	Private 
treaty realisations for stocks from other centres ,, ere:. Medi 

150 to £5, Go £5.l0.0 to £3 and Choice to 7, with odd lots 
to 7.150 per ton; by atin disposals were effected at £3.15.0 
for derrIck pressed and from .4 to £4.15.0 for other. Approximately 
280 bales of Hunter River lucerne hay were received in Sussex Street 
fld met a firm inquiry at £3.10.0 to £540,0 per ton. 

The bulk of the 5 trucks of oaten hay was consigned direct 
to private firms and prices for this wore not disoosed. Of the 
balance, portion was sold privately at 13.0.0 per ton for derrick  
pressed and from 4.5.0 to £4.10.0 for other : descriptionS, while 
th remainder brought from 2,3.10.0 to £5.10.0 at auction. 

Consignments of straw to Aloxandria amounted to 43 trucks 
Q1n. New South Jaios districts and 41 trucks from Victoria. The 

arkot for choice straw was firm at 5.10.0 per ton, with odd lines 
r • Me di urn quality lots o id from £2 • lC 0 pr to for' local    

/ and..... 



and £3 for Victorian. A truck of inferior local straw roa.isod 
£2.3.4 per ton at auction, 

'ftioatslhtly dearo 	but maize and oats ohoaper. 

Practically all of the 34 trucks of wheat available at 
Alexandria were sold by auction, Values ranged according to quality, 
realisation being 3/5d to 	per bushel. One truck of weevil 
damaged wheat cleared at 	Small choice lines sold privately at 
4/Jd to 4/7d per bushel. 

Receivals of maize at Aexandria aggregated 3,326 bags from 
New South 1ales centres. 	isoosals were effected by auction at 
from 3/4d per bushel for soft and 4/4d to 5/8k for other. Private 
sales ranged from 4/ to 5/7d per hushl. 

A large proportion of the 4,323 bags of Northern iivers maize 
forwarded to Sussex Street was of soft and heated quality, bringing 
from 3/- per bushel. Prime lines were firm at up to 5/3d per bushol. 

The 31 trucks of oats at rail included little choice quality 
and most sales were effected by auction at from 2/ )CI- to 3/- per 
busho1 prime lines brought from 5/2 to3/4. per bushel. 

C 'S. 

PRICES FUR  "!IYE; GR.APES, 141 VINTAGE. 

The Wine Grapes Marketing Board for the Shires of '/illirnbong, 
Wade and Carrathool, Now South iales, advises that the prices for 
'Ana Grapes for the 1941 vintage are the same as for J$40 and are 
as follow:- 

Variety. eaume. Pr1ceer ton. 

Frontignac 15 £ 7.10. 0 
H.R, Reisling 13 5 4106 0 
3lack Shiraz 15 7.159 0 
White Shiraz 14 G. 	0 0  0 
Gordo Blanco 14 6 010. 0 
Grenache 14 7. 	0. 0 
Pedro 13 6.10. 0 
Oulijade 15 6. 	5. 0 
Doradjllo 12 4.15. 0 

For - every half degree Boaun-ie more than the standard given 
above, 5/ more to be paid with a maximum of 18 degrees, and for 
°Very half degree Beaumo less than the standard 5/- less to be 
Paid, 



CITY jMUNICIPAL M&RK6T,_SYDNEY 

EAVL2 CONSIGN1vIENT OF POJ2 FEtJITS: DECFEAS2 IN SITPPLIES OF 
V Li U&.i jfl..J

-fl  

Appls plentiful and prices are reduced. 

A considerable volume of business was transacted In apples. 
Consignments from local sources, Tasmania and Victoria were available 
and comprised principally Jonathan, Delicious, Granny Smith, 
Alfriston and Yorcester Pearma±n. Some Cox's Orange Fippin were 
included in Tasmanian shipments, but these were placed in cool 

stores. Demand for Jonathan and Deliciou6 was brisk and large 
quantities were disposed of. Values firmed early in the month 
owing to limited stocks. Supplies. sus.eouent1y increased rapidly 
and there was a general lowering of prices. 3oth Granny Smith and 
Alfrjston were in request as cookers, but orcestor Pearmains were 
slow to clear. The latter variety, although attractive in 
appearance, lacks the dible qualities of such apples as Jonathan 
or Delicious and is not favoured by retailers, 

b-ars- cheaper -  as a upp lies increase. 

There was keen demand for Williams pears early In March and there 
was a sharp rise in prices, choice local packs realising to 12/- per 
buhl. 	The season for this variety finished about the middle of 
th3 month. In addition to local Packham's Triumphs, large consign-
bients arrived from Victoria to be followed later by Tasmanian lots. 
a1es wore satisfactory, but owing to the large quantities available 

Prices were reduced to further stimulate clearances. 	Shipments of 
Winter Gales and Doyanne du Cornice arrived from Tasmania; request for 
tue firstmentioned was brisk, but 	Cornice not only modorato inquiry 

e3ns land nav1s a vailablo - local Valoncias vary In quality. 

The quality of coastal Valencia oranges varied considerably. 
Many lines lacked keeping quality and breakdown was apparent soon 
after arrival on the market and often rapacking was necessary. Some 
fruit from the Camden and Kurrajong districts was very satisfactory 
and realised above ruling market rates. Request £ or Irrigation Area 
Packs was well maintained although large sizes were proving somewhat 
61 fficu1t to clear towards the close of the month. Navel oranges 

Ofli Queensland arrived on the market as well as small quantities 
Of Second crop fruit from coastal districts of this State. Demand 
Was restricted and opening prices were not maintained. 

itoy reQS . 

There was good inquiry for lemons, bath local and ueensland lots 
aelling well, particularly colored fruit. 

Intermediate crop grapefruit from coastal groves was fairly 
lCfltiful, but only moderate demand ruled. 	ueensland packs were 

attractive In appearance and fairly high prices were realised. 
/ Pineapples.... 



pineapples plentiful - many lines inferior and sell cheaply. 

Large consignments of pineapples continued to reach the market, 
but owing to the presence or yeasty rot and water b1iter, many lines 
were disposed of at low rates. Some improvement in the general quality 
was noticeable towards the end of the month and values were firmer-. 

The first of the new seasonTs crop of custard apples arrived and 
et good inquiry at satisfactory prices. 

Only very light suppliesof papaws were available each week and 
these were disposed of promptly at rates ranging to 1.6/ per case. 

Bananas dearer as supplies diminish. 

With the clearance of ripe lines and lighter consignments, the 
market for bananas was buoyant and prices advanced sharpi., 

Passionfruit in demand for urocessin7. 

Fairly plentiful sunpliez of passionfruit were forward and 
quantities were purchased by factories for processing for juice and 
other purposes. Choice lots were in steady request for the retail 
trade and values were maintained. 

Season for stone fruits about finished. 

The stone fruit season was drawing to a close; plums and poaches 
On offer were ex-cool store, the latter mostly yellow clings from 
Victoria. 

pe s well s uppii e d an 	er4erally 

Large quantities of Cornichon grapes arrived mainly from the 
Murrw-ibldgee Irrigation Area, but prices were at low levels owing 
to restricted inquiry. Vialtham Cross and :thite Sherry were also 
Slow of sale. Supplies of Muscatels for the most part were dravrn 
fl'OM the Orange and Molong districts; choice packs sold well, but 
agents found difficulty in clearing medium and lower grade stocks. 

her cause s dcc line insliesofvoe tables. 

With the continuance of dry conditions supplies of green 
Vetables showed a marked falling off, noticeably as regards cabbages CJ 

1 beans. The heavy consignments of peas, which aggregated up to 
IfOOO bags early in March, dropped to about half that quantity later. 

°fleral firming in vaius was a result of the reduced supplies. 

11_1a ~li lowers lack quail 2L 

Cauliflowers from the Bathurst district oame forward more froily, 
the quality i,as variablo 	Many lots lacking satisfactory color, 

WhIIG others were small and of poor appearance. Any choice heads, 
ready sale on most days at vauos which should be remunerative to 

o 

/ Cabbages........ 
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ag dearer. 

Supplies of cabbages, which wore mainly from Moss Vale and 
5rrcunding districts, gradually decreased. Offerings towards the 
Close of the month were light and as good demand ruled, prices 
advanced. It was expected that some Interstate consignments would 
be available early in Aril, but unless the supplies are regular and 
fairly large, the market should be maintained at fairly high levels, 
nti1 such time as incroaLed quantities are available from local 

sources. 

Supp Lie s of peas d 1mm 1 s h and values firm. 

Consignments of peas generally wore heavy until about mid-March 
and values remained at low lvols, cannery lots being purchased at 
2/- per bushel. During the latter half of the month reduced quantitiEs 
were on offer and the market firmed quickly at timos up to 10/- per 
buhe1 was obtained for choice descriptione and occasiona. Uepacialsh' 
realised still higher prices. 

It .iould appear that the market can absorb up to 2,000 bags per 
day at fairly satisfactory prices, but when supplies exceed this 
quantity values generally weaken, particularly at mid-week salos. 

2.ce beans scarce and dear. 

Beans from within the County of Cuinborland wore only lightly 
Supplied; stocks for the most part were from inland districts and 
from Victoria, but they were not heavy at any time. Choice lines wore 
scarce, and commanded very satisfactory prices, as much as 14/- per 
bh1 baing realized. Generally, about 12/- per bushel ruled for the 
best samples. A few lots arrived from the North Coast and Queensland 
but the quality was only fair. Navertholess, larger quantities may 

Q 0Xpoctd in the near future as the market is dependent on supplies 
OT1 these areas during the winter months, 

kot for tomatoas 

2arly In March inquiry for tomatoes was dull. This was 
attbUtOd partly to the plentiful supplies available in many inland 
Centres which obviated the necosity for purchases on the Sydney 
14"Pk0 to Somo very good quality lots wore forward from Batlow and 

Some localities within the County of Cumboriand; those lines 
"0r3 In request at rates above the general market :Levol. 

Consignments from Portland (Victoria) and uonlad wore on offer, 
t~O first mentioned providing the greater quantitiese 	upplios from 
eensland ceased about the middle of the month. The closing market 

"ta8firmerf or all lines owing to reduced stocks, 111ocals 	o1ling to 

~Ihq Per half-case, while Portland were roalicing to 14/- per bushel. 

11 's  LI. 
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2/4d 
2/5d 

£t.' •t 
(plus £6,2.9 

tax) 

131/2d 
153/3d 
151/10d 

lid 
•1Od 

1/2d 

:1IoT.SA 	PRICES OF VARIOUS C0i0DITIS 
IN SLDNY 	 DTJING MkCH, 1041, 

AND COPRSPONDIN3 FIGtJiS AT 31st AUGUST, 1939. - 
The following table gives particuai's of the range of 

prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State Marketing 
Sureau in respect of various coirunodilties for the periods indicated: 

Commoclity h1fl. 
From 	To 

3 L t Aust1939 - 	- 
Wheat - Home Consumption: 
Bulk - per bushel 3/11-cl 	Unchanged Bagged- 	 4/O'd 

Flour 	per ton£10. 4. 2 
(plus £2.8,10 

tax) 

Sran 	per ton £6. 0. 0 ) Unchanged 
Pollard) H 	:3. 0. 0 ) 

Eggs (Hen) per dozen 	 1/6d 	1/9d 

Butter: 
Choice 	per cwt. 11/2d ) 
Firstua1itv U 	156/3d ) Unchanged 
Second 	 a 	151/ba ) 

Chaese: 
Leaf per lb. lid ) 

H 	U 	1O-d ) Unchanged Large 
Special brands per lb. 	i1d 	1/2d 

Pigs (Abattoir Sales) 
	

March 
	

h At 193 
From 	To 
	

From 	To 
Good to prime 

per head: 
Porkers - extra li2ht 

U 	- light 
- medium weight 
- heavy 

Baconers 
Ba kf a t ter s 

21/3d 3c/6a 31/3d 40/3d 
31 3d 30/3d 39/3d 44/3d 
35/3d. 49/3d 43/3d 51/3d 
40/5d 53/3d 50/3d 54/6d 
53/3d Of/6d 30/6d 75/6d 

£2.10.O £3.13.3d £4.5. 0 £810 0  0 

Note: 	The pig sales nearest to 31st August, 10, were 
those hold on 20th August, 1939. 
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