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HIGHLIGHTS

Marketing and Distribution Conference.
Sydney -~ 1lth to 14th March, 1941.

Convened by the Premier of New South Wales (Hone Alex.
Mair, M.L.A. )

Produets covered by Conference (Meat I, (Beef, Mutton,
Lamb and Pié Products) Meat II (Table Poultry) Fish,
Frults and Vegetables,

Purpose: to consider marketing problems bearing
upon and occurring in retail distribution, as these arise
in Sydney (population, 1,300,000), Newcastle (116,000),

Bulli - Wollongong - Port Kembla (45,000) and other urban}

areas of New South Walese.

Representation: from State Departments, Statutory
Bodies, Producers, Wholesalers,Retailers, Consumers,
University of Sydney and British Medical Association,
totalliﬁg 105,

Conference was sectionalised on a commodity basis
for working purposes. 8Six Committees, including an
Executive and Co-ordination Committee were appointed.
Between them, these Committees absorbed the whole of
the delegates. Each delegate received a Handbook of
relevant reports and other data, including graphs.

The more important of the many decisions of Conf-

erence will appear in the next issue of this publication)

It ig intended to issue a journal of the transactions of
Conference in due courses The Journal will include the
matter contained in the Handbook.
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MARKETING IEGISLATION, STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. !

From time to time notes and articles dealing with
Marketing Legislation in Australia, Great Britaln and various
ire Countries have appeared in the “lMonthly Marketing Review",
whilst in the issues of December, 1937, January, February and
November, 1038, attention was given to the Agricultural Prorate
Act of the State of California, United States of America.

' In response to an inquiry as to the progress of
proration schomes, lMr. WeJ. Kuhrt, Associate Chief, Burcau of
Markcts, Department of Agriculturc, California, roccntly
supplicd the Chicf of thc Division of Marketing with copy cach
of tho Annual Roport of thc Burcau of Markcts for the calendar
yeer 1939, and of thc Agricultural Prorate Act as amondod. It
is intondod, at a later datc, to rovicw the principal amcndmcnts
of tho Agricultural Proratc'Act. In thc mecantimc, thce following
oxtracts from tho Annual Report of the Burcau of Markcts arc
published as indicative of markcting activitics in California
during 1939.

“Burcau of larkcts, Dopartment of Agriculturc, California.

The activitics of tho Burcau of Markots during 1939
mey be divided roughly into two principal groups; nemoly,
Pprograms undcr the Milk Stabllization Law, soccondly, markcting

Pprograms undor tho genoral markcting laws of this Statc.

The first part of this rcport scts forth activitics
undcr the Milk Stabilization Law, whilo thc sceond part deals
with thc genoral markcting programs undor the California
Markcting Aet, the California Agriculturcl Products Marketing
Act, The Procossod Foodstuff Markcting Aet, and the Agricultural
- Prorate Act, as amendod in 1939, tho latter having boon transe-
forrcd to the Department of Agriculturc on Soptombecr 19, 1939.

Activitios undor thc Milk Stabilization ILaw.

' Considcrablc impctus was givon to rcoucsts for both
Produscr stabilization and markcting plons and rcsalc priec
Orders by roason of a Suprcmc Court dceision issucd on Junc 8,
1939, holding thc Milk Stabilization Low to bc constitutional.
Dur the ycar pctitions worce roccived from produccrs in
‘8Cvoral localitics for the cstablishmont of markcting orders
8nd for stabllization ond markcting programs. Scvorcl of tho
Markoting arcas and thc stabilization and markoting programs
in offcgt also rocuircd amendment during 1939. _

2 With rcspcet to rcsalc pricc orders, it was noccesary
Or tho Department to cstablish such ordors in markcting arcas

/in en o
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n which stabllization and markcting plans werc alrcady offcetive,
also to institutc such plans in thc now merkecting arcas. In
or to carry out thc noccssary invectigations and to prcparc
uircd statistical data with rospcet to costs of production and
tribution of fluid milk in various arcas, it was ncecssary for
Burceu to incrcasc substantially its cuditing and clerical

ff.

Morketing Plans in effect December 31, 1939, with Total

Volume (Actual or Estimated) of Fluid Milk produced for

Consumption in the Arecs and handled under these Plans
during the year 1939.

Morketing Area Volume of Fluid
- Milk, In milk-iat pounds

Alameda County 6,413,990
San Francisco 7,377,596
Sonoma. County 429,506
Ukioh Voalley 43,050
Saeramento 1,852, 440
Sen Joaquin County 892,540
Monterey-liatsonville 583,865

Total Marketing Area in Northern Czlifornia .... 17,592,985

Orange County 1,208,770
‘8an Bernardino-Riverside 1,845,330
Imperial County 327,655
Santa Barbore 464,960

Total Morketing Arec in Southern California «... 3,846,715

Total Morketing Area in State of Californic .... 21,439,700

Notc: -¥- As reported by processing distributors. "
) (Other tables published in the Report but omitted herein
*eVealed that:-

Nine Marketing Arocas hed beon established, but without
stabilization or marketing planc.

One Application for establishmont of a marketing arca had
not finalised,

In six of the Marketing Plans mentioned above, minimum
Wholesale and rotcil prices of fluid milk had been establishoed.)
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Progrems under Gonoral Marketing Laws.

The California Marketing Act of 1937.

p The Californic Markcting Act of 1937 was cnacted by
Chapter 404, Statutos of 1937, approved Junc 15, 1937, and was
amended by Chapter 665, Statutes of 1939, approved Juno 27, 1930,

Under thc amcndcd Act, markoting programs for six

Pforent agricultural products werc operatod during 1939. Five
such programs wore cithor continuations of programs proviously
offoct or woro amonded ond modifiod versions of provious

ograms, vhilc the gixth, that for fresh Beurrc Hardy poars,
prescntod an industry not proviously covercd by o State markcting

In tho Table below, therc arc sct forth cortain basic
tails rolative to arca of application, offoctivc dote, and a
brief outline of the genercl nature of each of the six programs
which were in effect during 1939 under this Act.

The Cclifornia Morketing Act of 1937. b

N Date morketing
ndus try Area of order Remarke
application effecective. _

Bartlett State-wide Aug. 9, 1939 Provides for minimum
rears grades and sizes for

intrastate shipments.

3h Beurro State-wide  Aug.l7, 1939 Provides for minimum
7y Pears grades and sizes for

intrastato shipments,
and for o nation-wlde
advertising and sales
promotion progronme.

ning Cling Stato-wido Aug. 7, 1939 Provides for grading

‘eachos and inspoction, linlt-

ing canning to No. 1
Cling poachces.

Stoto-wide Oct. 3, 1938 Establishes standards
(Amended) for datos, prohiblts
Oct. 9, 1939 sales of substandard
datos cs wholc datoes,
cnd ostablishos sub=-
gtandard datc pool.

/ASPOATOGUS eeses
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! Date markcting
Indus try Arca of ordcr Romarks
application offective.

e g Statec-wide Apr. 27, 193¢ Establishcs mininum
paragus grading roguirocmonts
' for both whitc and

grocn cosparagus, as
woll as for straincd
foods groade, and :
provides for inspcetion
of all asparcgus dcl-
ivorecd to cannors.

inc State-wide Oct. 24, 1938 Provides for a nation-
wide advertising and
salcs promotion
program.,

4 This Act suporscdod The California Marketing Agroormont
Act of 1935.

@ Tho California Agricultural Products Markoting Act of 1937.

¢ This Act succccded The California Agricultural Adjustmont
it of 1935, Thc two markcting ordcrs oporative undor this Act in

» namely, thosc on walnuts and orangecs and grapcfruit, continucd
ffoct comparablc control programs which had becn instituted
Waer The California Agricultural Adjustment Act of 193S5.

3 The Tablc bclow prcscnts a bricef synopsis of cortain
¥8lc dotails of cach of thesc two programs,

Tho California Agricultural Products Marketing Act =

-4 Datoc markoting
indus ¢y Arca of order Remarks
k. application cffoctive

dhuts ! Stato-wide Scpte 30, 1937 Provides for fixing of

. scasonal salablec and
surplus pcrccntages,
minimum pack spcecific-
ations, and crcdit
valucs,

€8 and Statc-wide Licensc offoct- Providos for fixing of
Apefrult ' ivec Jan.14,1936 wookly quotas of oran-
gee and grapefruit
which may bc shipped
in intrastatc commorecc
by all applicant
shippors.
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"Notc: = The California .gricultural Products Markcting fct
virtually supplants thce California Agricultural idjustricnt
Let of 1935, Programs in cffcet under the California
Agricultural Adjustment Act may be continued in offcct
undcr thc now act if tho Dircector of Agriculturc finds
they aro within tho legislative standards of the new
act.

't Thosc two orders continuc in offoct those alrcady
cxisting under tho California Agrioultural Adjustmont
Act of 1955.

3. Thc Processcd Foodstuff Markcting Act.

This Act was approved Junc 29, 1937, and as originally
drawn was to torminatc on Scptomber 30, 1939, Howevcr, an amcnd-
ment by the 1939 Logislaturc rcmoved the termination datc, and the
‘Act, as amended, is now on & pcrmancnt basis. Only onc progran
“has boon made offcctive undor this ALct, being a Marketing Ordor
" for nacaroni products, which Ordecr was made cffcctive on January
18, 1938, and continucd in cffcct until Soptomber 30, 1939, whon
it terminatced pursuant to itc provisions. This Order established
" minimum quality standards for nmacaronl products, required tho
f1ling of curront sclling prices by all manufacturers, and
. prohibitcd cortain specified unfalr tradc practiccs, including
2 8alos below cost.

4, The Agricultural Proratc ct.

' The original Act was approved Junc 5, 1933, and was
‘Substantially amondcd in 1935, 1938 and 1939. Prior to Scptonber
19, 1939, this Act was administored by the Agricultural Prorate
- Cormission, a scparatc Statc agoney not connected with the State
Dopartment of Agriculturc,

L Betweon January of 1934, whon the first proration

Program was nade offoctive, and Sopteomber, 1939, a total of 23

1%§gra?10n programs had been instituted undor the provisions of
g -'Lct .

L As of Scptomber 12, 1239, the responsibility for tho
Aadninistration of the amonded Act was transforrcd to the Dircctor
Of Agriculturc and to the nowly-crcated .igricultural Prorato
“Advisory Cormission, succecssor to the formor Agricultural Proratc
IGQmmission, which had functloncd as an indopendent agency but was
&bolishcd by the 1939 arcndrments to the Act. .

3 The Act provides for the issuance of proration markcting
Programs rogulating markceting by producers in such mattcrs as
lunc markotcd, grading and inspoction, surplus pools, and the
8titution of plans for advertising and tradc promotion. Prinary
d sccondary cortifilcates arc 1ssucd to produccrs, with the

- /lnttor eees
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lattor constituting the authority to producors to markct tho
spceific quantitics authoriscd by the Proration Progron Gormittco.

4t tho time this amended Act carc under the jurisdiction
of thc Departmont, thore worc cight proration progroms actually
operating in 1939, covering dry-pack lettuco, Irish potatocs,
gwoot potatocs, market tomatoos, dricd figs, prunocs, canning
‘Bartlott pecars, and canning asparagus. Only thce prunc and poar
proration programs worc statc-wide in thoir epplication, with
tho romaining six oporativo 1939 prograns covering only ccrtaln
8pocifiocd countles, ranging from onc county in tho casc of Irish
potatoes to cighteon countiocs in the dried fig proration progren,

In addition to the cight proration programs montionod
‘thero worc ninc othor proration programs which for thc onc roason
or anothor were not in active operation in 1939, In this inactive
group worc proratlon progroms for lomons, olives, Southorn
California Concord grapes, winec grapcs, raisins, Southorn California
8wcet potatocs, contral coast artichokes, Contral California Irish
atoos, and Contral California cclery. Cortain of those inactive
proration programs worce involvod in litigation which provonted
thelr oporating, particularly thosc on lcmons and olives. Tho

¥inc grapc and raisin proration programs, whilc oporative in 1938,
Worc involved in both logal and oporational comploxitios during
tho spring and surmor of 1939 and tho former Agricultural Prorato
Oimission docmed it unwisc to approve o spocific progron for

ther of thosc crops for 1939. Soveral others of thc inactive
ration prograems had novor boen orgeniscd to cnablc their
porating, while the colery program had beon suspondod by the
irission in 1937 duc to the fact that tho scven countics
ancludod in the Zonc did not reprosont cnough of the Statc

Celery crop to mako tho program fully effective.

L To complete this brief summation of the total of 23
Proration programns which have been instituted under this Act,

® reference should be made to the six prograns which have

n formally terminated to date. One canning Kadota fig progran
terminated by court action in August of 1938 and its successor
gram was autonatically terminated by a 1939 amendrment to the

» Two programs were terminated by producer petitions, nanely,
Porial County lottuce in Lugust of 1935, and Sonora and Napa
Unties Gravenstoin applos in May of 1938. A Southern California
£ proration program was terminated by an amendmont to tho Act
B 1935, and in May of 1939 tho Agricultural Proratc Cormission
Sfiinated a Contral California market tomato proration progran.

: A nunmber of the proration programs included in tho

Ve (8 programs) and inactive (9 prograns) groups arc now being
N carcful study, with particular attontion to tholr limited

8 of application and cortain basic procedural dectails. It

ars that some of thesc programs will necd reorganisation and
Stantial rcovision before they can be approved for operation

0 the 1940 crops. /&
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5. Organization and Dovclopmicnt of Now Programs undor
Gonoral Herkoeting Laws. A >

In addition to the activitics roquircd in the adninistra-
tion of tho gonoral merkoting progrars noted bricfly above, the
Burcau of Markets has beon particularly active during 1939 in
assisting various industry groups in developlng now prograoris.

Included in tho list of agricultural cormoditlcs upon
which soric progross was nodce during 1939 in doveloping proposcd
now niarkcting prograns woro Tokay grapes, swoct wino grapes,
canning tormatocs, honcy, rcisins, oranges, apricots, Gravonstcin
apploz, and Viatsonvillo applesg.

Furthor, somc prolinincry stops wore token toward
doveloping o broad and roll progran for the wholesalo bakors in
five Southern California countiec, under the provisions of the
oriended Processed Foodotuff Marketing fAct, with porticular
attention to certain unfair trade practices.

The yecr 1939 hoc been the most active in the history
of the Burcau cnd alrocdy 1940 bids foir to be an even busior
yoor in tho ficld of agricultural narkoting progroans,

== 0000000 ===

LIVESTOCK MARKETS AT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

SUPPLIES OF SHEEP INCREASE BUT YARDINGS OF CATTLE
AND PIGS SHON REDUCTION.

Larger supplies penned.

There was a marked increase in the numbers of sheep and
lambs reaching the Homebush Saleyards during February, a total of
269,018 head being received as against 189,685 head in January and
240,100 in December, :

8ood quality shecp well in evideonce.

Evidenco of the splendid rccovery made in many count
:ggtres following the recent beneficial rains was appggent'inr{he
sy round improvement in the quality of the sheep marketed. There
1nala substantial number of attractive heavy wethers and ewes
noc uded in the yardings, but prime .1light descriptions were by
o geans plentiful., Light shecp comprisecd chiefly medium to good
eu;pgiggag%tzhgiges. Sgasona% conditions point to continued large
cavy class of mutton and

S R i and considerably smaller

/ Lowerse..
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ower pricec foxr grown sheep.

Although there was little change in the market for grown
ep during the early part of the month, subsequént heavier
dings were respcnsible for a decline in rates, realisations
ng considerably below the average of the previous month., Best
at wether mutton cost as much as 54 per 1lb. early in Janua ’
the highest level reached in February was 33d per 1b, Allowing
variations, values for good shesp at the close of the month's
tions were from 1/64 to 2/6d below those obtaining at the
ping sales with medium to plainer grades showing a still
ther declins, Up to about mid-February, light wethers were
h from 37d to 3%d and heavy 254 to 33d per 1lb., but by the
of the month. operators obtained their supplieés at 24d to 234
224 to 3d per 1lb., for hesavy and light wethers, respectively.
ugh values for ewes also declined, the actual fall was not
g 80 much as on wethers owing to lighter supplies being
ilable,

The following actual sales of representative lines oF

heep, taken throughout the period,are given to illustrate price
vements

At the opening sales a line of good trade wethers

ghing approximately 44 lb. sold at 16/- each, or 33d per 1b.,

® a draft of heavier sheep, dressing approximately 54 1lb, cost
per 1b,, or 18/564 per head, Nice quality ewes dressing 40 lb,
. mutton made 13/10d each, equivalent to 3%d per 1b, About mid-
uary good trade wethers made 33d per 1lb,.; weighing 44 1b. they
at 15/10d each and 45 1b. of good quality ewe was secured for
per 1lb, By the end of the period a consignment of 40 1lb.

ers was disposed of at 13/104 per head, or 3d per lb,, and a

L of 50 1b, sheep sold at 15/9d each, equivalent to 22d per 1b,

- Some of the best sheep made to 21/~, while quite a few
Aligsed &1 per head, For thé most part, however, sales were made
m 12/~ to 18/~ per héad, On a number of occasions 17/- per
was obtained for ewes, but generally from 10/~ to 14/~ was a
‘average sale., Medium to plain sheep realised from 4/~ to
per head, according to qualitye.

{bs in plentiful supply - Decline in values.

The supplies of lambs were considerably heavier in
bary, 129,941 head being received. Although medium to plain
W08 were forward in fairly large numbers, there was also a
@Orate reopresentation of good lambs which were mostly too heavy
¥ trade requirements. Prime light lanbs were rather scarce.

'ﬁﬁiqggiJigmand_ggp heavy lambs.

b Owing to bthe export restrictions on the heavier class
mb, values & owed a considerable decline, but godd light
™8 were not affected to such an extent., Generally, average

/ realisationSecsess
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realisations for February were considerably below those of the

- previous month. The market did not show much appreciable change
until about mid-February,; but subsequently prices for good light
lambs declined by from 1/- to 1/6d per head., Heavy lambs shoWsd
a considerable decline varying from 3/- to 5/- per head accord-
ing to weight and quality.

Early in the month a pen of nice tradé suckers :
welghing approximately 32 1lb. sold at 21/7d each, or 63d per 1b.,
while on the same day good quality lambs dressing 36 1b, made
63d per 1b, On ths following sale day, good heavy lambs
realised 22/~ per head; weighing approximately 44 1b, they were
worth 43d per lb, Later in the period a consignment of good
trade lambs weighing approximately 36 1b. brought 20/- each, or
53d per 1b. and light suckers selling at 17/10d each and wéigh-
ing approximately 28 1b, made the equivalent of 6id per 1b,

During January as much as 83d per 1lb, was paild for
lambs, but the highest realisation in February was 7d, Rates
for heavy lambs receded to 43d, compared with as high as 7Zd
Per 1b, in January. Average realisations, however, in
February were from 53d to 65d for light lambs and from 4%d to

' 54d for heavy descriptions,

- As much as 23/- was obtained for good quality lambs,
‘but from 17/- to 21/6d each was about the most usual prieces for
the best lots offered.

The skin market was remarkably steady throughout and
ald not adversely affect the return to the producer.

Affects of drought stil) apparent.

The number of cattle penned during February, 1941,
siowed & further reduction, the total being 10,399 head, of
Waich 1,051 were auctioned in the store section. Consignuents
Suring the corresponding periods of 1939 and 1940 were 25,300
&nd 19,505, respectively. Quality generally was only fair,

A8 far as truckings to Homebush are concerned there is as yet
Ty little indication that the condition of large stock in
South Wales is returning to normal. However, cattle take
uch longer period than sheep to put on condition following
Prolonged drought.

b Only a comparatively small section of the State
*800ived good rains during February, but ~ owing to mild
itions and splehdid Januvary falls the pastoral position is
y satisfactory,. Following appreciable down pours during
8rly Merch, the pastoral outlook is most promising.

ﬁﬁﬁéliea of bullocks continue light.

-2 Consignments of bullocks were again variable, but, on
M8 whole, they were very light. The number of quality heavy
J Dullookh weseves
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bullocks penned was negligible, whilst medium weights were also
few in number, Quality ranged chiefly from fair to good trads,
prime beasts being noted in odd drafts only. Frice fluctuations
during February were relatively small. Values were well below .
the January averages, but they showed an improvement on the
~elosing rates for that month. The highest prices were obtained
during the third week of February, when good to prime medium
“welght bullocks were worth 44/- to 47/- per 100 1b, and light-
‘welshts 44/~ to 48/-, Closing quotations for similar cattle were
42/- to 44/~ and 43/~ to 47/- per 1.0C lb., respectively.

Steers well supplied.

Steers were generally in fairly good supply;i quality
was variable and the psrcentage of prime animals small, On some
occasions several drafts of fairly heavy steers of satisfactory
quality were noticed. One such was a pén of prime Shorthorns
Irom Bombala, estimated to‘'weigh 570 1lb., which sold at 215.9.0
per head, equivalent to 48/6d per 100 1lb, Prices during the
%g:atar part of the month were very ~'satisfactory and during
the third week values ranged from 43/~ to 56/- per 100 1b,
govering all weights of good to prime quality. Prices subsequont-
ardaclined sharply, especially those of prime light, quotations
‘on the closing sale day being 46/~ to 51/~ per 100 1lb,

£g iab1e offerings of cows.

" As far as numbers were concerned consignments of cows
Were variable, although et times supplies were comparatively
avy, Quality was chiefly medium, although sevoral drafts and
dividual beasts of good trade standard were usually to be seen
each sale day. Lightweights greatly predominated, heavy beasts
ing noticed in odd lots only. Closing rates of the previous
nth were fairly well maintained and a temporary decline later
8 followed by a recovery in values when heavy cows were quoted
40/ o 43/~ and light 43/- to 45/- per 100 1b, Towards the
089 of the period, prices again declined and on the final-sale
ff %Eotationa were:~ heavy 55/~ to 39/-, light 39/- to 42/=- per
0 1b,

Sight heifers moderate supply.

" Moderate supplies of heifsrs were available on most

8 days, although on some occasions consignments werse limited.
VY sorts were very scarce and the pennings, for the most part,
rised lightweights of fair to good trade quality., Prime
ts were noticed in odd lots only. Opening quotdtions were
= to 55/~ per 100 1b, for sood to prime beasts. A little
8» in the period values declined sharply. Subsequently prices
Wed a fair recovery only to fall again on the final sale day
N quotations were 43/- to 47/- per 100 1b,

/ Satisfactory....




=164~

§Etisfactogy demand for vealers.

_ Consignments of vealers fluctuated both as to numbers
'and quality. For the mo=t part, however, they were in moderate .
supply and comprised chiefly medium welghts of fair to good trade
quality. A good demand was in evidonce and values were maintained
at a fairly high level, average quotations being 58/- to 62/6d
covering good to prime quality. The highest level reached was
65/- per 100 1b,

Lowor valuos rulc.

. Although some of tho yardings werc very light, cattle
yalues did not reach peak January lovels whon suppliss of Dboth

" live boasts and chilled boeof reaching tho Sydney markot were
postrictod. Rates woro maintained, howovor, on a fairly high
basis and, although somo dogroc of woakoning was noticod, 1t

would appoar that supplics must show a substantial increase before
prices return to a mors nermal level,

§g§ller consignments received.

1 ' Numbers of pigs submitted at auction during February,
1941, showed a further small reduction, supplies aggrogating
6,020 head, of which largely increased consignments (3,013 head)
‘Were received by rail. During the corresponding poriod of 1940
a total of 4,869 was auctioned. Slightly increasod numbers of
plgs werc sold by private treaty in tho Motropolitan Area during

the poeriod.

horkers lower:
n demand,

Pricos of

.t

Excopt on ono salo day, porkers wore woll supplied and
gonorally all woights woro roprosontod. Quallty was vory fair
With good trade porkers prodominating, although, on occasions,

d substantial proportion of the ponnings was only of modium
ality or consisted of pigs in store condition. The percentage
really prime pigs was small, Values during the month showed
ly small variations, but rates were considerably lower than
0se of January. Prime ligzht porkers dressing 50 1b, ranged
value from 37/64 to 59/64, whilst those dressing 90 1b, and
similar quality were worth from 53/6d to 54/6d. Owing to the
tive competition of store buyers, prices of store plgs were,
occasions, higher than those for prime woll-finishod porkers

' similar woight.

heavy baconers show

E33x¥ihctuations.

‘Baconors, which were fairly woll suppliecd throughout

tho poriod, comprisod chiofly light and medium woights of good
' quality. A fair porcontage of modium quality doscriptions,
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@pwever, was usually available, Competition during the first
fortnight was very dull and values declined substantially,
especilally heavy weights; baconers of prime quality dressing
150 1b. were quoted at 72/6” or 574 per lb. Lightweights ranged
4n value from 58/6d per head. Prices subsequently showed a
marked recovery, heavy selling to 83/54 (624 per 1b,) and light
‘from 63/6 (73d per 1b.).

‘Backfatter values decline,

Average pennings of backfattérs were offered, but very
few heavy pigs were noticed. Quality generally was only fair,

' prime descriptions being scarce;. Valuds generally were lower
4Egn those ruling in January; although they were fairly steady at
to 42d for good to prime animals dressing 200/350 1lb, and
te 4~d per 1b. for heavier descriptions. On the second sale
day in February prices were 2d per 1b, lower than the rates

- guoted,

Values generally lower.

Values of all lines showed a decline on January levels
!md they were also below the realisations of the corresponding
' poriod of 1940, Prices of porkers espedially were unsatisfactory
rom the viewpoint of the prodw er and there appears little chance
'@E any marked recovery, whilst the present volume of consignments
is maintained. Whilst average returns for baconers were fairly
Low, satisfactory prices were obtained during the second half
0f the month. /.

G.Co & Jeils
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SATES OF FARM PRODUCE IN
SUSSEX STREET

ana at the
ALEXANDRIA RAILWAY GOODS YARD.

Largor supplies of onions cause prices to ease.

i Victorian growers forwarded 307 tons and about 1,000

488 of onions to Sussex Street during the month. These included
te and Brown and Pickling lines. Values were firm at the
8inning of the period when White were quoted at £18, and Brown
215 per ton. With the arrival of large supplies the market
ed and quotations at the end of the month were uio to £12 for
Wn and White and £7 to £10 per ton for Picklers. About 1,000
8 of New Zealand Globes, which arrived during the first week
of February cleared at £11 to £12 per ton.

R Receivals at Alexandria from Victoria totalled 4,632
888 of Brown Globes and Picklers., Prices eased after the first
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week, the range throughout being £8 to £17 for Table and £10 per
ton for picklers.,

About 920 bags were consigned by South Australian
growera. Demand for these was keen at £18 to £20 for White and
£18 per ton for Pickling lines.

Arrivals from local centres amounted to 162 bags of
White. Clearances were effected at £16,

Slow demand for pumpkins - values show gradual decline,

, Total supplies of pumpkins available during February

were lighter than those of January. Although 30 trucks came to

hand from local growers and 17 from Queensland were yarded, only
120 bags were received in Sussex Street compared with consign-

ments in January amounting to 44 trucks at Alexandria and over

2,000 bags in Sussex Streets Demand, however, was slow and the

market showed a gradual decline from £5 to £6 early to £2 and £3
‘at the close of the period.

Only small quantities of other root vegetables arrived
on the Sydney market during the month., These comprised 532 bags
of swedes and 94 bags of carrots forwarded by Tasmanian growers
to Sussex Street. There was little change in the market, swedes
¢learing at £5 to £6 and carrots at £10 per ton.

zﬁmallar supplies of chaff.

Receivals of Oaten and Wheaten Chaff at the Alexandria
Railway Goods Yard totalled 145 and 36 trucks, respectively.
Although these quantities constituted a smaller offering than the
previous month, the market was inclined to ease and rates
fanerally were slightly lower. Choice Oaten Chaff was only
dightly supplied and realised £7.,10,0 and £7,15.,0 with odd to
%ﬁ‘ggr ton. Medium grade sold at £4,10,0 to £6 and good at £6,5.0
-’ ls.o.

b Stocks submitted at auction were of medium quality only
- 8nd brought from £4,10,0 to £6,1.8 per ton. ‘

- There was little demand for wheaten chaff and all but
ﬂhoice lot s were difficult to clear, Rates realised at auction
Fanged from £4.1.8 to £4.10.0; from £4 to £5 was obtained for
medium by private treaty, with choice to £5.15.0 per ton.

. New South Wales growers consigned 74 trucks of lucerne

ff to Alexandria. Qualify varied and prices ranged accordingly.
ice lots realised to £6,10.0 but the bulk of sales were effected
2t £4.5,0 to £5,10,0, with medium quality as low as £3,10.0 per
“n, £3,15,0 to £5,10.0 per ton was obtained at auction,

/ Arrivals.....
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Arrivals of lucerne hay at Alexandria consisted of 24
- trucks from the laitland district and 83 from other country centres
in New South Wales.

" The Maitland offering included some chéice lines which
so0ld well, but other qualities were not in demand., Disposals took
. place at I3 to £4.10.0 per ton, Stocksfrom other districts sold
according to quality, auction sales being effected at 23 to
£4.15..8 and private sales at £3.5,0 to £5,10.0 per ton.

| At Sussex Street 118 balss were received from Hunter
River districtss Quality was fairly sood and 24 to £4.10,0 was
‘realised.

Oaten hay forwarded totalled 53 trucks, but few of these
were available for sale, the bulk being consigned direct to private
firms, Prices realised privately were - Derrick Pressed £445.0,
Other to £8.15.0 per ton.

Only choice straw in demand.

- Stocks of straw available at Alexandria amounted to 87
trucks from local centres 'and 15 from Victoria. The local supply
Was of very mixed quality, and 6nly choice lines were in request,
Rates at auction ranged frém 22,15.0 to £3 and privately from
£2,10,0 for inferior to £4,0.0 and £4,10,0 for good and £5,10,0 for
‘8xtra choice,

L

The Victorian produce was practically all choiece and
80ld steadily at £5.10,0,

Smallor supplies of wheat and prices improve.

Only 40 trucks of wheat weré in position at Alexandria,
The bulk of most sales were by auction, and inquiry was a little
better at slightly higher rates, 3/6d to 4/3d per bushel being
Obtained, 0dd choice lines sold privately at 4/56d per bushal.

laize in steady demand,

Heavier supplies of malize were available, About 1,750
8 were offered, 80 of which were received from Queensland,
and generally was good, although values were easier, Sales
@ effected privately at 6/- to 6/3d per bushel, whilst 5/5d to
S was realised at auction, North Coast growers consigned
ut 150 bags of yellow maize to Sussex Street. Inquiry was
Steady at 6/- to 6/6d per bushel,

. The bulk of the 39 trucks of oats in posl tion at
Xandria was only of medium qual 1ty and values were much lower.

ly all sales were by auction at 2/3d to 3/~ for poor quality

ines and to 3/9dfor prime lots.
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Marked fall in prices of potatoes.

The total gquantity of Interstate "'potatoes reseived
on the Sydney market during February totalled 78,042 bags, includ=-
ing 5,500 bags from Western Australia and 364 from Vietoria; the
balance of 72,178 arrived from Tasmania, During the period wvalues
fell sharply and at the end of the second week all prices were down
£8 on those of the previous month.

Receivals in Sussex Street comprised 72,178 bags from
Tasmania and 5,500 from Western Australia, Arrivals during
early February were particularly heavy, 25,520 bags coming
to hand from Tasmanla and 5,500 from Western Australia. These
consignments, combined with a large carryover of 5,076 bags,
resulted in substantial reductions in price to facilitate
clearances. Auction sales were held on the Sussex Street wharves
during the second week in an attempt to clear supplies and values
received at these were - Brownells £5.6.8 to £8.5.0, Bismarcks

&5 to £7.5.0, Up-to-dates £5,16.8 per ton.

Agents then fixed prices =s follow:- Brownells £7,10,0,
Bismarcks £7, Whiteskins £6,10.0. Sales were steady at these

rates.

The arrivals in the following week wére lighter and all
varieties advanced by 30/-, Brownells to £9,0,0, Bismarcks to
£8,10.0 and Snowflakes to £7.10.0. Inquiry, however, was inclined
to ease, Consignments during the last week of the month were
agdin light and rates were increased to:- Brownells £10, Blsmarcks
£9,10.0, Whiteskins £8,10,0. Demand was very firm and all choice

lots were quickly disposed of.

Locally grown supplies forwarded to Alexandria amounted
to 5,305 bags, the bulk of which (over 3,500 bags) came from
Dorrigo., Arrivals decreased towards the end of February, only.
862 bags being available in the last two weeks of the month.
Practically all sales were by auction, but demand was slow
throughout, due partly to the choice Tasmanian stocks available
in Sussex Street., The range of values were:- New grade £4,10.0
to £12.1090, No. 2 grade 4'52.10.0 to 58.15.0, No., & grade £3,13.4
to £6,10.0 per ton, Chats 2/- to 7/6d, Stock 1/- to 4/34 per bags

) CaSe¢
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According to a report appearing in ¥Ice and Refrigeration"
0f November 1940, a fruit-grower of Lockport, New York, U.S.A.,
has hermetically-sealed two thousand bushels of choice McIntosh
apples in a steel-lined room in his home =-made cold storage plant.
This method of storage is based on the principle that carbon
dioxide is given off by the fruit and acts as a preservative.
\ In addition the oxygen content of the air-tight room is reduced
- 8nd the temperature kept at 40° F. A high degree of humidity
8lso is maintained in order to avoid shrinkage. It is reported
that apples kept in this fashion not only keep better than in
Ordinary storage, but leave storage possessing all the qualities .
Of the fresh product. The fruit in question will be stored
; R ——
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SYDNEY MUNICIPAL MARKETS

ACTIVE TRADING IN FRUIT: MOST KINDS OF
VEGETABLES SILL SATISFACTORILY.

A satisfactory volume of business was transacted, demand
‘being brisk for pears and well colored dessert apples throughout
the month.

Supplies of peaches fall off,

Consignments of peaches gradually diminished, and at the
close of February the bulk of available supplies was of Victorian
origin and comprised mainly-Yellow Clingstones. Some local Hales
80lc well and realised to 9/~ per half-case,

Fairly large quantities of nectarines were avallable early
in February, but a large proportion of the fruit showed breakdown;
any choice lots, however, found ready sale at remunerative prices,

Apart from large sizes of choice quality, plums were only
in moderate request. Supplies late in the month comprised
- Principally Grand Dukes and Presidents from the Orange district.

;ﬁgapes plentiful, but choice lines clear well,

Generally the market was well supplied with grapes. The
;%rincipal source of supply of muscats was vineyards within the
“ounty of Cumberland, Choice packs sold well at all times, dbut
medium to lower quality lines were slow to clear. Consignments
Irom the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area comprised White Muscats and-
ﬂhltham Cross, but demand for these lines was quiet and values
Weak, A few Cornichons appeared late in the month end heavy
Supplies were expected to follow during March. Regular supplies,
Comprising principally Gros Coleman and Muscat, arrived from
“ueensland; the former sold well as the fruit was of large size

S04 mostly of good quality.
ﬁfaatal Yalencia lack keeping quality.

s Sales of coastal Valencia oranges were somewhat unsatis-
factory owing to the poor keeping quality of a large proportion of
ﬁhﬂ frult., The effect was to depress values, especially if
“lsposals were at all delayed,

. There was a good inquiry for Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area
*0ts and the market improved.

Qusensiand lemons realise high prices.

Choice locally grown colored lemons were in steady request,
AR e o
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. but, apart from this class, clearances were slow, The first
GQueensland consignments of the season realised fairly hich prices,

" up to 20/~ per case, and, in a few instances, a higher rate was

obtained, Later, values were easier at from 14/- to 18/-.

Bananas plentiful early in period.

‘ Zarly in February suPplies of 1ar§e-sizad bananas were
‘heavy, the percentage of "sixes™ and "sevens" being relatively
small, To add to the difficulties of disposal, some very hot
weathor was experienced which resulted in large quantities reaching
maturity very quickly, This adversely affected values; low prices
were accepted for most lines, while ripe lots were cleared at con-
- ceagsion rates. The position improved towards the close of the
- month and the market was inclined to firm.

. Iarge concigmments of pineapples arrived from Cueensland,
The quality of some packs was inferior and this class of fruit
gold at as low as 3/~ per case. Choice lines were disposed of

at from 8/- to 10/~ per case, although some selected brands

realised higher prices,

Prices of pears improve.

_ Large quantities of Willilams pears arrived from Victoria
to supplement consignments from within New South Wales. Demand.
Was keen for green lines and prices advanced towards the close of

‘the month,

Zarger supplies of apples on offer,

_ A wider range of varieties of apples was on offer,
_dneluding Delicious from Queensland and Worcester Pearmain from
Tasmania, There was good demand for colored dessert lines,
‘P&ticularly Jonathans and Delicious, while Fanny and McIntosh Red
80ld steadily. The Tasmanian Worcester Pearmains were not favoured
by buyers and values of this variety dropped to low levels. There
Were fairly large quantities of Granny Smiths available, and large
8lzes cleared reasonably well, but inquiry for the smaller fruit

was limited,

.gientiful supplies of peas -
lannery buyers act@yet

During the month; the market was heavily supplied with
pe at one period the ddily aggregate exceeded 5,000 bags and, .
N a8 few instances, over 4,000 bags were available, A dry, hot
8pell affected demand, and during this period, normal clearances
1d not be effected with the result that larger quantities than
1 were disposed of to camneries, The general quality was only
M8dium; ' this factor largely influenced sales as well as prices
hich were mainly 2/~ to 4/~ per bushel., Choice descriptions,
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howsver, realised higher rates and as much as 7/~ was paid at
timas.,

Consisnments of beans diminish as result of dry spsll,

I Consignménts of beans exceeded trade requirements early in
February; values slumped badly and it was difficult to cloar

s any but choice lines, Stocks contintied heavy until about ths
second week of the month, when the effects of dry conditions
resultecd in a rapid decline in the quantity and also in the quality

of lots coming forward. A general firming of values followed and

L any choice descriptions moet ready sale at considerably increased
ratese The market closed very firm as dry weather persisted and

‘any immediate increass in supplies, particularly from within the
County of Cumberland, appears unlikely.

Tomatoos well supplied, but prices satisfactory,

The market was. well stocked with local, Queensland anc

» Victorian supplies. Owing to heavy rains in the growing areas,

* the cuality of many Queensland packs wae below standard and, on

> some occasions, prices fell to low levelsy Some of the Victorian
P Consisnments were damaged »y hoat “in transit and these lots had
" to be cleared cheaply. Tho bulk, however, opened up more

> satisfactorily, particularly those from the Portland and Dimboola
districts. Forwardings from many local sources were moderately
heavy. With fairly high temperatures prevailing throughout the
greater part of the month, inquiry was fairly brisk and returns,
‘apart from rain and heat damaged lots, could be s=aid to be
gatisfactory.

Demand for cabbages restricted.

Despite the somewhat small quantities of cabbages
‘available daily, request was of a restricted nature, largely
owinz to the plentiful supplies of peas obtainable at low rates.
Mot weather was another limiting factor in the sale of this
Vegetable. Nevertheless, values were malntained at reasonable
ievels.

Ganerally speaking, a good demand ruled for bunched
Vogotables and rates showed little fluctuations,.
] R .f: .
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! It is reported in an American Journal that a company
Operating in pure fruit juices has installed a plant at Los

geles, California, for the purpose of quick freezing various
nds of fruit juices and other foods in enamel-lined cans. In

ection with orange julce the company claims that a patent
Ocess has enabled the production of a stabilised condition in
@ juice by the use of a tasteless inert gas such that, when
ened, it does not begln to absorb air for some time, with the
ult that its initial freshness and flavour are retained much
iger than in the case of julce squeezed in the home.
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WHOLESALE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIZS -
IN SYDNEY (N.S.W.) DURING FEBRUARY, 1941, :
AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 3lst AUGUST, 193¢,

il

The following table gives particulars of the range of
prices in Sydney as collected anc recorded by the State Markoting
Bureau in respéct of various commoditiss for the periods indicated:-

Commodity gbrusiry, 1941,  31lst August, 1939,
' T
Wheat - Home Conaumpti?n:J ?rom 2 /
Bulk = per bushel 35/11:d 2/ 4d
Bagged " - /085 ) URshangsa 2/54
Flour -~ per ton £10, 4, 2 £5.12.3
(plus £2.8.10 tax) (plus £6.2,9 tax)
Bran - per ton £6., 0, O £4.5. 0
Pollard # W £6. 0. o; unchanged £4,5, 0
Eggs (hen) per dozen 1/6d unchanged 1/~
Butter:
Choice per cwt, 151/24 ) 161724
First CQuality " " 155/6d ) Unchanged 155/64
Second " B - 1b1/0d) 151/10d
Cheese: )
Ioaf per 1b, 114 114
Large U it lo%d) unchanged 10%d |
Special brands 1134 1/24 1/24 |
Plgs (Abattoir Sales): February, 1941 29th August, 1939, |
- Good to prime - From To From To |
per head: I
Porkers - extra light 21/64 35/64 31/6d 40/64 .
" - light 31/64d 39/6d 39/6d 44/64
o - medium weight 35/64 49/64d 43/64 51/6d
" - heavy 46/6d 54/56d 50/64 54/5d
Baconers 58/6d 83/5d 60/5d 75/6d
B&ck_fatters £3.3.0 57-0 ol £405.0 58010.0

Note: The pig sales nearest to 31st August, 1939,
were those held on 29th August,1939.
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FRODIT

Pineapples | Dananas | Other Tomatoes Me lons TOTALS
STATE tropical tropical | Fruit |half-bushel
cases cases cases cases crates, |packages
4= S - = ¥

Queensland 20,051 11,185 25,484 95,542 1,507 151,769

Victoria 6 310 58,670 35,209 - 94,195

Tasmania - - 1.509 - - 1,509

Sthe Aust,. - - 5,407 - - 5,407

WestcAuste - - - = > -
-~ P BE———
TOTALS 20,057 11,495 | 91,070 | 128,751 1.507 {252,880
x Also 24 bags fruit. g Also 22% tons Melons.
VEGE TABLES,
0 o 0
STATE Potatoes nions Swedes| Pumpkins gﬁ%iiigs Vege%ggiesi SOEALS
bags bags bags | bags tons __Cases | packages.| pkges tons |

Queens land 83 87 - u,8%| 49 177 3,222 15,415 | 49
Victoria 26,134 15,798 - - - 2 1,070 | 43,004 -
Tasmania 67,924 - 2.659 - ~ - 16 70,599 -
Sth.Aust. 1,259 2,780 - - - - 2,591 6,630 -
WesteAust. 7.789 - 146 - - - - - 7,935 -
TOTALS 103,189 18,811 2,659 |L1,846] 49 179 6,899 143,585 | 49

CLT-
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Main Channels of Distribution.

FARM OR MARKET GARDEN

PICKING AND BAGGING

ROAD AND/OR
RAIL DELIVERY

COUNTRY ITINERANT
RETAIL SHOP VENDOR

BY ROAD TO RAIL

!
RAIL TO SYDNEY

Darli r ROAD AND/OR
(Darling Ha bwr)noao RAIL DELIVERY

DELIVERY
ROAD TO CITY ROAD

MUNICIPAL MARKETS

SELLING AGENT CROWER SELLER ROADSIDE STALL
(at City Markets) (at City Markets)
COUNTRY
CONSUMER
ROAD DELIVERY TO FACTORY _ -J
RETAILER BUYS STREET STALLHOLDERS o
ITINERANT VENDORS OR
I BARROWMEN IN CITY OF SYDNEY
ROAD DELIVERY
FACTORY, CANNING ETC.
(mainly Peas and Cauliflowers)
ROAD AND/OR RAIL DELIVERY
ROAD DELIVERY
N TO WHOLESALE MERCHANT

ROAD AND RAIL
DELIVERY

ROAD

AND/OR RAIL DELIVERY

OVERSEAS AND TO GROCER OR OTHER RETAILER

INTERSTATE BOATS

INTERSTATE
RAIL

RETAIL S5HoP

ROAD DELIVERY

NoTE: The volume of direct sales by Grower to Consumer
(on farm or garden) and b{l selling agent or grower -

seller to Consumer (at the Market) is not sufFficient
to warrant representation in this diagram.

CONSUMER




