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HIG}LIGHTS 

Marketing and .Distribution Conference. 
Sydney - 11th to 14th March, 1941. 

Convened by the Premier of New South Wales (Mon, Alex, 
Mair, I".L.A.) 

Products covered by Conference 
Lamb and Pig Products) Meat 
Fruits and Vegetables,  

Purpose: to consider marketing problems 
upon and occurring in retail distribution, S 
in Sydney (population, 1,3002 000), Newcastle 
B11i Wollongong - Port Kembla (45,000) an 
areas of iew South Wales. 

Representation: from State iepartrient, Statutory 
Bodies, Producers, Wholesalers ,Retailer s Consumers, 
University of Sydney and British IVie dical Association, 
totalling 105. 

-' 

Conference was sectionalised on a commodity basis 
for working purposes 	Six Committees, including an 
Executive and Co-ordination Committee were appointed. 
Between them, these Committees absorbed the whole of 
the delegates. Each delegate received a Handbook of 
relevant reports and other data, including graphs. 

The more important of the rany decisions of Conf-
erence will appear in the next issue of this publication 
It is intended to issue a journal of the transactions of 
Conference in due course, The Journal will include the 
matter contained in the Mandbook 

L - 	 __ 	 - 	- -- - 	•- - 

(Meat I. (Beef, Mutton, 
(Table Poultry) Fih, 

I 

bearing 
s these arises 
(116,000), 

d other urban 



TIP"MIMING LEGISLATION, STATE OF CALIOTNIA, 
UNITED STATES OF AdICA. 

From time to time notes and articles dealing vrith 
Marketing Legislation in Australia, Groat Britain and various 
Empire Countries have appeared in the Monthly Marketing fle viewU 

whilst in the issues of December, 1937, January, February and 
Novomber, 1938, attention as given to the Agricultural Prorate 
Act of the State of California, United States of America. 

In response to a 	-In inuiry as to the progress of 
proration schemes, Mr. 	3. Iubrt, Associate Chief, Bureau of 
Markets, Department of Agriculture, California, recently 
supplied the Chief of the Division of Marketing with copy each 
of the Annual Report of the Bureau of Markets for the calendar 
year 1930, and of thc Agricultural Prorate Act as amended. It 
is intended, at a later data, to review the principal amendments 
of the Agricultural Prorate Act. In the meantime, the following 
extracts from the Annual Report of the Bureau of Markets arc 
published as indicative of marketing activitioi in California 
during 1039. 

'Buroauf I.Iarkcts, Deartmcnt of Agriculture, California. 

The activities of the Bureau of Markote during 1039 
may bc divided roughly into two principal grcups nc.inoly, 
programs under the Milk Stabilization Law, secondly, rncLrkcting 
Programs under the general marketing laws of this State. 

The first part of this report sets forth activities 
under the Milk Stabilization Law, whilo the socond part deals 
With the gcncral marketing programs under the California 
Marketing Act, the California Agricultural Products Marketing 
Act, The Processed Foodstuff Marketing Act, and the Agricultural 
Prorate Act, as amended in 1039, the latter having bean trans- 
fo 	to the Department of Agriculture on September 19, 1039. 

Ativjtjc.s under the Milk Stabilization La­.'. - - 	- 	 -- 

Considerable impTtus  was given, to rcnucsts for both 
Producr stabilization and marketing plans and resale price 
Odors by reason of a Supreme Court decision issued on June 8, 
1939, holding the Milk Stabilization Law to be constitutional. 
During the year petitions were received from producers In 
5Cvoral localities for the establishment of marketing orders 
CUld for stabilization and maricating programs 3cvcral of the 
arkcting areas and the stabilization and marketing programs 

irx cffat also rceuircd amendment during 1939. 

With respect to rcsalc price orders, it was necessary 
f O the Department to establish such orders In marketing areas 
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In which stabilization and rnarkctin, plans wcrc aircady offcctivc, 
and "-,I--o to institutc: such plans in the new marketing areas. In 
order to carry out the floocsary invcstigation and to prepare 
required statIstical data with respect to costs of production and 
distribution of fluid milk in various areas, it vias necessary for 
the Buraau to increase substantially its auditing and cicrical 
staff. 

IarketIn Plans in effect December 31, 1939, vrlth Total 
Volume (Actual or otimated) of Fluid Milk produced for 
Consumption in the Areas and handled under these Plans  

during the year 1939. 

Marketing Area Volume of Fluid 
Mi1k 	 pounds -x - 

Alameda County 6,413,990 
San Francisco 7 2 377,9 5005 
Sonoma County 429,505 
Ukiah Valley 43,050 
Sacramento 1,852, 440 
San Joaquin CountT 892,540 
Ionterey.-ryJatsonvi11e 583,865 

Total Marketing Area in Northern California .... 17,502,985 

Orange County 	 1 2 2085 770 
San Bernardino-Riverside 	 1,045j330 
Imperial County 	 3279 655 
santa Barbara 	 464, 960 

Total LarketIng Area in Southern California .... 	39 846,715 

Total IJarkoting Area in State of California . ... 2l439, 700 

Notc .-- Ls reported by procoozin distributors. 	IL 

(Othor tables published in the Report but omitted heroin 
XCVQa1Od that:- 

Nine Marketing Areas had been established, but v.rithout 
stabilization or riarkoting piano. 

One Application for establishment of a marketing area had 
not finalised,  

In six of the Marketing Plans mentioned above, minimum 
rholcs10 and retail prices of fluid milk had boon o5t.Lb1i5hod.) 
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Progrmsund,or Goncral L1arketin Lavrs 1. 

1. The California yaricetiEL Act of 19370 

The California rkcting Act of 1937 was enacted by 
Chapter 404, Statutoz of 1937, approved Juno 15, 1937, and was  
aiondcd br Chapter 665, Statutc of 1939, cpprovcd Juno 27, 1939.. 

Under the amc.ndcd Lct, marketing programs for six 
dllfforont agricultural products wore operated during 1939. Five 
of such programs wore either continuations of programs previously 
in offoct or wore amended and modified versions of previous 
programs, thi1c the sixth, that for frosh Bourre Hardy pears, 
represented an industry not previously covered by a State marketing 
program. 

In the Table below, thcro arc set forth cortain basic 
details relative to area of applicatIon, affective date, and a 
brief outline of the general nature of each of the six programS 
vthich vere in effect during 1939 under this Act. 

The C.1ifornia Marketing Act of 1937. 

Dtom:Ctiflg -- 
Industry Area 	of order Romarke 

application effcctive. -- 

Fresh Bartlett State-vrido Aug. 0, 	1030 Provides for minimum 

Pears grados and sizes for 
intrastate shipments. 

Fresh Bourro Stato-v'ida Aug.17, 1939 Provides for rriinimui:i 
Hardy Pears grades and sizos for 

intrastate shipments, 
nd for a nation-wide 

advertising and sales 
promotion program. 

flfling Cling St,to-wido Aug. 7, 1939 Provides for grading 
Poaches and inspection, 1irait 

ing canning to No. 1 
Cling poaches. 

tcs Stato-viido Oct. 3, 	1938 Establishes standards 
(Amended) for dates, prohibits 

Oct. 0, 	1039 salos of substandard 
dates as whole dtos, 
and establishes sub 
standard date pool. 

/Asparagus 	• 	•0I 



- 	to akng 
Indus tr*,-r 	Area of 	 order 	 Romarks 

Sto.tc-wldo 	Apr. 27:, 103 	Establishes minimuri 
Aspr'.gus 

	

	 grc'ding rc quiromonts 
for both white and 
groan paraus, cs 
well as for strained 
foods gr.dc, and 
providoc for inspection 
of all asparagus dcl-
ivoroc to canners. 

Stato-vldo 	Oct. 24, 138 	Provides for a nation- 
"ride advertising and 
cabs promotion 
program. 

4 This Act superseded The California rkoting Agreement 
Act of 1035. 

2. Tho California Agricultural Products Markcti2L Act of 10370 

This Act succeeded The California Agricultural Adjustment 
Act of 1935. The two marketing orders operative under this Act in 
1939, namely, thosc on walnuts and oranges and grapefruit, continucd 
in Offact comparablo control programs 'ihich had boon instituted 
Under The California Agricultural Adjustment ItCt Of 1935. 

The Tabic baby: presents a brof synopsic of certain 
ba 61  ic details of each of those two programs. 

The California Agricultural Product,",  Markc tc t 
4 Iato riarkctihg 

Ifldutr 	Area of 	order 	 Remarks 
application 	effective 	-- 

1Uts 't 	State-wide 	Sept. 30, 1037 	Provides for fixing of 
soasonal salable and 
surplus percentages, 
minimum pack specific-
ations, and credit 
value-., , 

and State-wide 	License offoct-. 
aPcfruit I 	 5.vo Jan.14,1036 

Provides for fixing of 
'oek1y quotas of cran-
gos and grapefruit 
which may be shipped 
in intrastate cornriorcc 
br all applicant 

-shippers. 	- 
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Note 	x The California Arr:' cultural Products flarkotin 2-at 
virtuall;r supplants the California Agricultural Adjustriont 
Lot of 135. Programs in effect under the California 
Agricultural Adjustment Act nay be continued in affect 
under the now act if the Director of Arieulturo finds 
they aro within the legislative standards of the now 
act. 

Thosc two orders continue in effect those already 
existing under the California Agricultural Adjustment 
Act of 1035. 

3. The Procossod Foodstuff Markctinij Act. 

This Act was approved Juno 29, 1037,  and as originall--
drawn was to terminate on September 30, l03i. however, an amend-
ient by the 1939 Logislature removed the termination date, and the 
Act, as amended, is no on a permanent basis. Only one prorari 
has boon made effective under this Act, bong a Marketing Order 
for r.iacaroni products, v.rhich Order was made effective on January 
18, 1038 and continued in effect until September 30, 1930, wham 
it terminated pursuE.nt to its provisions. This Order established 
minhlnurL quality standards f or macaroni products, roçuirod the 
Min, of current scllng, prices by all manufacturers, and 
prohibited certain specified unfair trade practices, including 
sales below cost. 

4. The Ai cult ura1Proratct. 

The original Act was approved Juno 5, 1933, and vas 
substantially amended in 1935, 1938 and 1030. Prior to September 
10, 1039, this Act was adninistcrcd by the Agricultural Prorate 
Coinission, a separate State agency not connected --.11th  the State 
Doparttiont of Agriculture. 

Botwoon January of 1934, rhcn the first proration 
Program was made offoctivo, and September, 1939, a total of 23 
Proration programs had boon Instituted under the provisions of 
this Act. 

As of September 10, 139, the rosponsibility for the 
adninistration of the amended Act was transferred to the Director 
Of Agriculture and to the newly-created ..•gricu1tura1 Prorate 
Advisory Comiiission, successor to the former Agricultural Prorate 
Coii35o1, which had functioned as an independent agency but was 
abo15.hOd by the 1030 ancndnents to the Act. 

The Act provides for the issuance of proration marketing 
Prograris regulating marketing by producers in such matters as 
VOlu1c riarkotcd, grading and Inspection, surplus pools, and the 
institution of plans for advertising and trade promotion. Primary 
and secondary certificates arc issued to producers, with the 

hatter 



-159- 

latter constituting the authority to producors to riarkot tho 
pocific cjuantitics authór1od b,7,  tho Proration Progr 	Co1Tnittco. 

:-t the tino this uiondod 41Xt caric undor tho Jurisdiction 
of the Dcpartricnt, thoro rorc oiht proration prograia5 actui11 
oporrouting in 1939 0  covorin dry-pack lottuco, Irish potctocs, 
vroct potatoes, rao.rkot toiatoos, driod figs, pruno3, canning 

&rtlott pcars, and canning asparagus. Only the prune and pear 
proration programs wore statcwido in their application, with 
the remaining six operative 1939 programs covering onir certain 
pcc1fiod counties, ranging from one count -  in the ease of Irish 

potatoes to eighteen counties In the dried fig proration 1rogram. 

In addition to tho eight proration programs nentionod 
thcro wore nine other proration programs which for thc one reason 
or another wore not in activc uporation in 1939. In this inactive 
group wore proration progra,ris for lemons, olives, Southern 
California Concord grapes, wino grapes, raisins, Southern California 
vrcct potatoes, central coast artichokos, Central California Irish 

potatoos, and Central California celery. Ccrtain of those inactive 
Proration programs wore involved in litigation which rovontod 
thcir operating, particularly those on loinons and olives. The 
Wino grape and raisin proration programs, while oporativo in 1938, 
Wore involved in both legal and operational complexities during 
the spring and suricr of 1939 and the former Agricultural Prorate 
COtIsjon doomed It unwise to approve a specific program for 
°ther of those crops for 130. Several others of the Inactive 
Proration programs had never boon organised to enable their 
°Porating, while the celery,  program had boon suspended by the 
CO1jIssj0 in 1937 duo to the fact that the seven counties 
theludod in the Zone did not represent enough of the Statu 
Celery crop to make the program fully effective. 

To complete this brief summation of the total of 23 
Proration programs which have been instituted under this Act, 
3011e reference should be made to the six programs which have 
becn for:ia11- terminated to date. One canning Kadota fig program 
Was terminated by court action in August of 193E and iis successor 

was automatically terminated by a 1039 amendment to the 
4Ct. Two programs were terminated by producer petitions, namely, 
Imperial County lettuce in August of 1935, and Sonona and Napa 
Counties Gravonstoin apples in May of 1938. A Southern California 
il1z proration program was torrilnated by an amendment to tho Act th 1935, and in Ma-r of 139 the Agricultural Prorate Conriission torn 35, 	a Central California market tomato proration program. 

A number of the proration programs Included n the 
VcnCtio (8 programs) and inactive (0 programs) groups are now being 

careful study, with particular attention to their limited 
of application and certain basic procedural dotatis. It 

PPoe.rs that some of these programs will need roorganisation and 
Ubstantiai revision before they can be approved for operation 

Ofl the 1040 crops. 
0 __ 	 I 
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5. Orp;anization and Dcvolqpi:icnt of Nov. Po2rans under 
Gone raL MaFkotinrr 

In addition to the activities required in the adninistra 
tion of the genera1 marketing prograno noted briofl;' above, the 
Bureau of Iiarkots has boon particularly active during 1039 in 
as.isting variouc industry groups in developing no-,:r progran. 

Included in the list of agricultural coir.icditios upon 
which soric progros was nadc during 1939 in developing proposed 
now marketing progran wore Toka grapes, owoct wino grapes, 
canning tomatoes, honey, raisins, oranges, apricots, Gravon.ctoin 
apples, and Viatsonvillo apples. 

Further, soio prellninar: stops wore taken toward 
developing a broad and roll prograu for thevrholosalo bakers in 
five Southern California counties, under the provisions of the 
amended Processed Foodstuff Marketing I.ct, ith particular 
attention to certain unfair trade practices. 

The roar 1939 has boon the most active in the history 
of the Bureau and a1roc.dr 1940 bids fair to be an even busier 

	

roar in the field of agricultural marketing programs. 	 U 

_aoo0o3oi...as. 

	

LIVESTOCK 	 HOtJSH. SYDNEY@  

SUPPLIES OF SI-3EEP INCRELSE BUT YARDINGS OF CATTLE 
AND PIGS SHOW REDUCTION. 

es -p-enned, 

There was a marked increase in the numbers of sheep and 
lambs reaching the Hoinebush Saleyards during February, a total of 
269,018 head being received as against 189,665 head in January and 
240,100 in December, 

2fi lity sheo1l woll 	evidenco,  

Evidonco of tho splendid recovery made in many country 
Centres fo11owin' the recent beneficial rains was apparent in the 
all round improvement in the quality of the sheep marketed. There 
Was a substantial number of attractive heavy wothers and ewes 
included in the yardings, but prime light descriptions were by 
rio moans plentiful. Light shoop comprised chiefly medium to good 
trade quality lines. Seasonal conditions point to continued large 
SUpplies  of the heavy class of mutton and considerably smaller 

	

flUbors of light shoop. 	 IV 

/ Lover.,.. 
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k1thcjgh there was 'ittle change in the market for grown 
sheep during the early .art of the month, subsequent heavier 
yardings 'zi•e rosponsiblo for a decline in rates, realisations 
being consideiab].y below the average of the previous month. Best 
light wethei mutton cost as much as 5d per lb a  early in January, 
but the highest level reached in February was 3d per lb. Allowing 
for variations, values for good cheap at the close of the month's 
apoaicn were from 1/Gd to 2/Gd below those obtaining at the 
opening a1es with medium to plainer grades showing a still 
further deciin3. Up to about mid-February, light wethers were 
worth from 3-d to 32 and heavy 2--d to 31d per lb., but by the 
and of the month. operators obtained their supplies at 2d to 2-d 
and. 2--d to 3d per lb for hsavy and light wethers, respectively. 
Although values or ewes also declined, the actual fall was not 
quite so much as on wethers owing to lighter supplies being 
vai1able 

The following actual sales of representative lines 'bI 
Sheep., taken throughout the period,aro given to illustrate price 
niOve1nents: 

At the opening sales a line of good trade wethers 
weighing approximately 44 lb. sold at is/- each, or 3 	per lb., 
While a draft of heavier sheep, dressing approximately 54 lb. cost 
3d per lbs, or l6Jd per heads  Nice quality ewes diessing 40 lb, 
Of Mutt-on made 1 /lod each, equivalent to 3jd per lb. 	About mid- 
February good trade wethers made 3d per lb. weighing 44 lb. they 
sold at 15/10d each and 45 lb4 of good quality ewe was secured for 
2d per ib By the end of the period a consignment of 40 lb. 
'tethers  was disposed of at 13/10d per head, or 3d per lb., and a 
Mof 50 lb sheep sold at 15/9d each, equivalent to 2d per lb. 

Some of the best sheep made to 21/-, while quite a few 
Pealised £1 per head For the most part, however, sales were made 
at from 12/- to 18/- per head. On a number of occasions 17/- per 
head Was obtained for ewes, but generally from io/- to 14/- was a 
fair average sa1e. Medium to plain sheep realised from 4/- to 
10/ per head, accor±Ing to quality C. 

Doria In values. 

The supplies of la:Ths were considerably heavier in 
February l2DO4J.. head being received. Although medium to plain 
1 b Were forward in fairly large numbers, there was also a 
Oderate representation of good lambs which were mostly too heavy 

- 	requirements 	Prime light lambs were rather scarce. 

demand for heavy lambs 

Owing to he export restrictions on the heavier class 
Of 1 8mb, values thowed a considerable decline, but goOd light 

S WOTe not affected to such an extent 	Generally, average 

/ roalisations...... 
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realisations for February were considerably below those of the 
previous month The market did not show much appreciable change 
until about mid-Fob:uary; but subsequently prices for good light 
lambs declined by from i/- to 1/6d per head, Heavy lambs shod 
a considerable decline varying from 3/- to 5/- per head accord-
ing to weight and quality. 

Early in the month a pen of nice traé suckers 
weighing approximately 32 lb. sold at 21/id each, or 6d per lb., 
while on the same day good quality lambs dressing 36 lb. made 

per lb. 	On the following sale clay, good heavy lambs 
realised 22/- per head; weighing approximately 4 lb. they were 
worth 4d per lb Later in the period a consignment of good 
trade lambs weighing approximately 36 lb. brought 20/- each, or 
5d per lb and light suckers selling at 17/10d each and weigh-
ing approximately 28 lb0 made the equivalent of 3*d  per lb. 

During January as much as 8d per lb. was paid for 
lambs, but the highest realisation in February was 7d. Rates 
for heavy lambs rededed to 4- d, compared *ith as high as 7d 
per  lb. in January. Average realisations, however, in 
February were from 5--d to 3-d for light lambs and from 4d to 
5d for heavy descriptions. 

As much as 23/- was obtained for good quality lambs, 
but rrom 17/- to 21/3d each .ras about the most usual prices for 
the best lots offered, 

The skin market was remarkably steady throughout and 
did not adversely affect the return to the producer. 

Affecto of drouhtstiarent. 

The number of cattle penned duringFebruary 1941, 
Showed a further reduction, the total being 10,390 head, of 
Which 1,051 were auctioned in the store section. Consigrciientis  
during the corresponding periods of 1039 and 1940 were 25,300 
and 10,305, respectively. Quality generally was only fair. 

2 far as truckings to Homebush are concerned there is as yet 
Very little indication that the condition of large stock in 
New South Wales is returning to normal. However, cattle take 

much longer period than sheep to put on condition following 
Prolonged drought., 

Only a comparatively small section of the State 
reesived good rains during February, but ' owing to mild 
3011d1tj05 and splehd'.d January falls the pastoral position Is 
Very satisfactory Following appreciable down pours during 
early March, the pastoral outlook is most promising. 

of bullocks continue light. 

Consignments of bullocks were again variabis, but, on 
he whole, they were very light. The number of quality heavy 

/ bullocks 



bullocks penned was negligible, whilst medium weights were also 
feT:r in number. 	,uality ranged chiefly from fair to good. trade, 
prime beasts being noted. in odd drafts only. Price fluctuations 
during February were relatively small. Values ero well below 
the January averages, but they showed. an  improvement on the 
closing rates for that month. The highest prices were obtained 
during the third week of February, when good to prime medium 
weight bullocks were worth 44/- to 47/- per 100 lb, and. light-
weights 44/- to 40/-. Closing quotations for similar cattle were 
42/- to 44/- and 43/- to 47/- per 100 lb., respectively. 

Steers well sumlied. 

Steers were generally in fairly good supply quality 
was variable and. the percentage of prime animals small0  On some 
occasions several drafts of fairly heavy steers of satisfactory 
quality were noticed. One such was a pen of prime Shorthorns 
from Bombala, estimated toweigh 570 lb., which sold at L5O•0 
per head, equivalent to 43/3d per 100 lb. Prices during the 
greater part of the month were very 	satisfactory and. during 
the third week values ranged froi 40/- to 56/- per 100 lb. 
cov3ring all veights of good to prime quality. Prices subsequent-
ly dsclined sharply, especially those of prime light, quotations 
on the closing sale day being 4/ to 51/- per 100 lb. 

Variable offarings of  c 

As far as numbers were concerned consignments of co'.is 
were variable, although at times supplies were comparatively 
heavy. Quality was chiefly medium, although sev.rai drafts and. 
Individual beasts of good. trade standard were usually to be seen 
On each sale day. Lightweights greatly predominated, heavy beasts 
being noticed in odd lots only. 	Closing rates of the previous 
month were fairly well maintained and a temporary decline later 
Was followed by a recovery in values when heavy cows were quoted 
at 4O,. to 43/- and light 4/- to 45/-. per 100 lb. Towards the 
Qiose of tie period, prices again declined and on the finalsale 
ay quotations were:- heavy 35/- to 3/-, light 39/- to 42/ per 

100 ib, 

heiarc ii moderate - 	- 	- 

Moderate supplies of heifrs were available on most 
sale days, although on some occasions consignments were limited. 

sorts were very scarce and. the pennings, for the most part, 
O1liprj 	lightweights of fair to gOod trade quality. 	Prime 

ts were-noticed in odd lots only. Opening quottions wore 
to 53/_ per 100 lb. for good to primo beasts. A little 

later In the period values declined sharply. Subsequently prices 
a fair recovery only to fall again on the final sale day 

quotations were 43/-. to 47/- per 100 Th e  

/ Satisfactoy.... 
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a tisfaCtOy demand r  orveaJers. 

Consignments of vealers fluctuated both as to nuihers 
and quality. For the mot part, ho-:!aver., they ',!era in moderate 
upp13T and comriseJ. chiefly medium weights of fair to good trade 

auslity. A good demand was in ovidonco and values vero maintained 
at a fairly high level, average quotations being 5/_  to 62/6d 
covering good to prime quality. The highest level reached was 
65/- per 100 lb. 

Lower values rule. 

Although some of the yardings wore very light, cattle 
values did not roach pak January levels 1hen supplies of both 
live beasts and chulld beef reaching the Sydney market wore 
ostrictod. Rates wore ma1ntaind, holiever, on a fairly high 

basis and, although some degree of oaken1ng was noticed, it 
would appor that supplies must show a substantial increase before 
prices return to a oi.'e normal level. 

Smaller co - s1 nme nt a r ecceivecl. 

iurthera of pigs submitted at auction during February, 
1941, showed a further small reduction, supplies aggregating 
6,020 head, of which largely increased consignments (3,013 head) 
were received by rail.uring the corresponding period of 1940 
a total of 4,85; was auctioned. Slightly increased numbers of 
pigs wore sold by pr1vto treaty in the etropol1tan Area during 
the period, 

cos ofporkors lower: 
S  tore p1 	Inc 

Except on one sale day, porkers wore well sppliod and 
generally all weights wore roprosentode 	ua1it was very fair 
With good trade porkers predominating, although, on occasions, 

substantial proportion of the penning-,  vias only of modium 
quality or consisted of pigs in store condition. The percentage 
of really prime pigs was small. Values during the month showed 
Only small variations, but rates were considerably lower than 
those of January. Prime light porkers dressing 30 lb. ranged 
in value from 57/6d to o9/6d, rhilst those dreseing 90 lb. and 
Of similar quality were worth from 5/Gd to 54/3d. Owing to the 
active competition of store buyers, prices of store pigs wore, 
on Occasions, higher than those for prime well-finished porkers 
Of similar weight. 

!acc of heavy b acono r ssh 
maro d f luc tUat I Ofls. 

Bac on] rs, which wore fairly well supplied throughout 
the period, comprised chiefly light and medium weights of good 
trade quality. A fair percentage of medium quality descriptions, 

/ ho w0vr....... 
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however, Wa usually available. Competition during the first 
fortnight VTaS very dull and values declined substantially, 
especially heavy weights; 	baconers of prime quality dressinrl- 
150 lb. vrere quoted at 72/3d or 5-.-d per lb. Lightweights ranged 
in value from 58/6d per head. Prices subsequently showed a 
marked recovery, heavy selling to 33/3d (6d per lb.) and light 
from 63/6 (7-d per ibJ. 

Baokfatter values decline, 

Average pennings of backThtters were offered, but very 
few heavy pigs were noticed, Quality generally was only fair, 
prime descriptions being scace 	Va1us generally were lower 
than those ruling in Januaryj although they were fairly steady at 
4-id to 4-d for good to prime animals dressing 200/350 lb. and 
3kd to 4d per 1b for heavier descriptions. On the second sale 
day in February prices were -d per 1b 4  lower than the rates 
quoted. 

Values  j:2.nerally lower. 

Values of all lines showed a decline on January levels 
and they were also below the realisations of the corresponding 
period of lD-0 Prices of porkers espedlally were unsatisfactory 
from tho viewpoint of the prochrer and there appears little chance 
of any marked recovery, whilst the present volume of consignments 
is maintained, Vthilst average returns for baconers were fairly 
low, satisfactory prices 'tore obtained during the second half 
of the month, a.o. & 

---ooOoo---- 

SALES OF FARM PRODUCE IN 

SU3SEX STREET 

anct a t the. 

A=CANDRIARAITJWAY GOODS YARD. 

rtJ01'011rPP1iO3 of onions causJ2rices to ease. 

ba 	
Victorian growers forwarded 307 tons and about 1,000 

of onions to 3ussex Street during the month. These included 
White and Brown and Pickling lines. Values were firm at the 
binning of the period when 7ihite were quoted at £18, and Brown 
at £13 per ton. With the arrival of large supplies, the market 
ased and quotations at the end of the month were 10 to £12 for 
l'OWfl and Vhite and £7 to 10 per ton for Picklers. About 1,000 

of New Zealand Globos, which arrived during the first week 
Of February cleared at £11 to £12 per ton. 

Receivals at Alexandria from Victoria totalled 4,632 
S of Brown Globes and Picklers. Prices eased after the first 

/ weak 
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week, the range throughout being £8 to £17 for Table and £10 per 
ton for picklers. 

About 920 bags were consigned by South Australian 
growers. Demand for these was keen at £18 to £20 for White and 
£16 per ton for pickling lines. 

Arrivals from local centres amounted to 162 bags of 
White. Clearances were effected at £16. 

Slow demand for punapkins - values show gradual decline, 

Total supplies of pumpkins available during February 
were lighter than those of January. Although 30 trucks came to 
hand from local growers and 17 from !ueens1and were yarded, only 
120 bags were received in Sussex Street compared 'iith consign-
ments in January amounting to 44 trucks at Alexandria and over 
2,000 bags in Sussex Street. Demand, however, was slow and the 
market showed a gradual decline from £5 to £6 early to £2 and £3 
at the close of tao period. 

Only small quantities of other root vegetables arrived 
on the Sydney market during the month. These comprised 532 bags 
of swedes and 94 bags of carrots forwarded by Tasmanian growers 
to Susse: Street. There was little change in the market, swedes 
clearing at £5 to £6 and carrots at £10 per ton. 

§Rallar  

Receivals of Oaten and Wheaton Chaff at the Alexandria 
ailway Goods Yard totalled 145 and 36 trucks, respectively. 

Although thesoquantities constituted a smaller offering than the 
Previous month, the market was inclined to ease and rates 
generally were slightly lower. 	Choice Oaten Chaff ivaj only 
lightly supplied and realised £7.10.0 and Z7.15.0 with odd to 
8 per ton. Medium grade sold at £4.10.0 to £6 and good at £6.5.0 

to £75Q 

Stocks submitted at aUction were of medium quality only 
and brought from £4,10.0 to £6.1.8 per ton. 

There was little demand for wheaten chaff and all but 
Ch0j0 lots were difficult to clear. Rates realised at auction 
ranged from £4.1,3 to £4,3,0.0; 	from £4 to £5 was obtained for 

11113dium by private treaty, with choice to £5.15.0 per ton. 

cerne Chaff of variablequa1i t. 

New South Wales growers consigned 74 trucks of lucerne 
OhRff to Alexandria. Quality varied and prices ranged accordingly. 
Choice lots realised to £6.10.0 but the bulk of sales were effected 
t £4.5O to £541000, with medium quality as low as £3.10.0 per 

"ii, £3.15.0 to £5,10,0 per ton was obtained at auction. 

/ Arrivals..... 
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Arrivals of lucerne hay at Alexandria consisted of 24 
trucks from the .altiand district and 83 from other country centres 
in New South Wales,  

The IZaitland offering included some chOice lines which 
sold well, but other qu1ities were not in demand. Disposals took 
place at 3 to 24lO,O per ton, Stocksfrom other districts 5old 
according to quality auction sales being effected at 3 to 
4.1-1.8 and private sales at £35,0 to 5.10.0 per ton. 

At Sussex Street US bales were received from Hunter 
iver district 	quality was fairly ;ood and 4 to 4.10.3 was 

realised. 

Oaten hay forwarded totalled 53 trucks, but few of these 
were available for sale, the bulk being consigned direct to private 
firms. Prices realised privately were - Derrick Pressed 4.5.0, 
Other to £3150 per tone 

-041Y  choice straw in demand,  

Stocks of straw available at Alexandria amounted to 87 
trucks from local centresand 15 from Victoria. "-,'lie local supply 
Was of very mixed quality, and Only choice lines were in request. 
Rates at auction ranged from 2.,15O to £3 and privately from 
£2.10.0 for inferior to 4Q0.0 and L4.lO.O for good and £5,1O.0 for 
e:tra choice. 

The Victorian produce was practically all choice and 
sold steadily at £5el00i 

supp 1 lesof 1heat and r1cesimrove. 

Only 40 trucks of wheat word in position at Alexandria, 
The bulk of most sales wore by auction, and inquiry was a little 
better at slightly higher rates, 3/3d to 4/3d per bushel being 
obtained. Odd choice ).ines sold privately at 4/6d per bushel. 

bags 

L. ize n stead1dernand 

Heavier supplies of maize were available, About 1,750 
Were offered. 80 of which were received from Queensland,. 

Demand generally was good, although values were easier. Sales 
Were effected privately at 6/- to 6/3d per bushel, whilst 5/5d to 

Was realised at auoion North Coast growers consigned 
about 150 bags of yollov maize to Sussex Street. Inquiry was 
Steady at 6/- to 6/03d per buhel 

The bulk of the 39 trucks of oats in potion at 
Alexandria was only of medium qual it7 and values were much lower. 
Nearly all sales we1e by auction at 2/3d to 3/- for poor quality 
lines and to 3/9dfo: prime lots. 

/ Marked.,.... 



Marked fall in prices of potatoes. 

The total quantity of 	Interstate potatoesreoeived 
on the Sydney market during February totalled 78,042 bags, includ- 
ing 5,500 bag's from Western Australia 	and 364 from Victoria; the 
balance of 72,178 arrived from Tasriania. During the period values 
fell sharply and at the end of the second week all prices were down 
£8 on those of the previous month. 

Receivals in Sussex Street comprised 72,178 bags from 
Tasmania and 5,500 from Western Australia. Arrivals during 
early 	February were particularly heavy, 25,520 bags coming 
to hand from Tasmania and 5,500 from Western Australia. These 
consignments, combined with a large carryover of 5,076 bags, 
resulted in substantial reductions in price to facilitate 
clearances. Auction sales were held on the Sussex Street wharves 
during the second week in an attempt to clear supplies and values 
received at these were - Brownells £5.6.8 to £8.5.01  Sismarcks 
£5 to £7.5.0, Up-to-dates £5.13.0 per ton. 

Agents then fixed prices ns follow:- Brownells £7.100, 
ismarcks £7, Whiteskins £6.7_0.0. Sales were steady at these 

rates. 

The arrivals in tho following week were lighter and all 
varieties advanced by 30/-, Brownells to £9,0.0, Bisrharcks to 
£8.10.O and Snowflakes to 7.10.0. Inquiry, however, was inclined 
to ease. Consignments during the last week of the month were 
again light and rates were increased to:- Brownells £10, Bismaroks 
£9.lO.0, Whiteskins £8.10.0. 	Demand was very firm and all choice 
lots were quickly disposed of. 

Locally grown supplies forwarded to Alexandria amounted 
to 5,305 bags, the bulk of which (over 3,500 bags) came from 
Dorrigo. Arrivals decreased towards the end of February, only 
862 bags being available in the last two weeks of the month. 
Practically all sales were by auction, but demand was slow 
throughout, due partly to the choice Tasmanian stocks available 
in Sussex Street. The range of values were:- -New grade £4.10.0 
to £12.1000 )  No 2 grade 	 to £8.15.0, No. 3 grade £3.13.4 
to 6.10.0 per ton, Chats 2/- to 7/6d, Stock 1/- to 4/3d per bag. 

0.5, 
---00000--- 

According to a report appearing in VIce and Refrigeration" 
Of November 1940 7  a fruit-grower of Lockport, New York, U.S.A., 
has hermetically-sealed two thousand bushels of choice McIntosh 
apples in a steel-lined room in his home -made cold storage plant. 
This method of storage is based on the principle that carbon 
dioxide is given off by the fruit and acts as a preservative. 
In addition the oxygen content of the air-tight room is reduced 
and the temperature kept at 400  F. 	A high degree of humidity 
a130 is maintained in order to avoid shrinkage. 	It is reported 
that apples kept in this fashion not only keep better than in 
Ordinary storage, but leave storage possessing all the qualities 
Of the fresh product. 	The fruit in qtestion will be stored 
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SYDNEY MTJ1ICIpAL MARICITS 

ACTIVE TRADING IN FRUIT MOST KINDS OF 
- VEGETA3T2S SLLL SATISFACTORILY, 

A satisfactory volume of business was transacted, demand 
being brisk for pears and well colored dessert apples throughout 
the month. 

Suiiesofpeaches fall off. 

Consignments of peaches gradually diminished, and at the 
close of February the bulk of available supplies ias of Victorian 
oriin and comprised mainly -Yellow Clingstones. Some local Hales 
seLl well and realised to 	- per half-case. 

Fairly large quantities of nectarines were available early 
in February, but a large proportion of the fruit showed breakdown; 
any choice lots however, found ready sale at remunerative prices. 

Apart from large sizes of choice quality, plums were only 
in moderate request, Supplies late in the month comprised 
Principally 0-rand Dukes and Presidents from the Orange district, 

Is p1antifu, but choice 1jflag clear well 

Generally the market was well supplied with grapes. The 
Principal source of supply of muscats was vineyards within the 
County or Cumberland. Choice packs sold well at all times, but 
Medium to lower quality lines were slow to clear. Consignments 
from the Murruiybidgee Irrigation Area comprised White Muscats and 
&ltham Cross, but demand for these lines was quiet and values 

Weak. A few Cornichons appeared late in the month and heavy 
SUpplies were expected to follow during March. 	egular supplies, 
Comprising principally Gros Coleman and Muscat, arrived from 
ueensiand; the former sold well as the fruit was of large size 

and mostly of good quality. 

Valencia lack koe i n clllitr. 

Sales of coastal Valencia oranges were 
factory  owing to the poor keeping quality of a 
the fruit. The effect was to 	depress values, 
di.Sposais  were at all delayed. 

There was a good inçuiry for urruinhidgee Irrigation Area 
and the market improved, 

ansland lemons realise high prices. 

Choice locally grown colored lemons were in steady request, 

/ but....... 

somewhat unsatis-
large proportion of 
especially if 



but, apart from this class, clearances were slow, The first 
çueensland consignments of the season realised fairly high prices 
up to 20/- per case, and, in a few instances, a higher rate was  
obtained. 	Later, values were easier at from 14/- to is/-. 
Bananalentifu]arin pe nod. 

Jarly in 	February supplies of large-sized bananas were 
heavy, the percentage of "si:es'1  and "sevens'  being relatively 
small. To add. to the difficulties of disposa, some very hot 
weather was experienced which resulted in large quantities reaching 
maturity very quickly. This adversely affected values; low prices 
were accepted for most lines while ripe lots were cleared at con- 
cession rates. 	The position improved towards the close of the 
month and the market i.;a inclined to firm. 

Large conAgnmantL. of pineapples arrived from 11ueensland. 
The quality of some pcks was inferior and this class of fruit 
sold at as low as 3/. per caie 	Choice lines were disposed of 
at from o/- to io/- per case, although some selected brands 
realised higher prices., 

Prices of pears 	JJrove, 

Large quantities of Williams pears arrived from Victoria 
to supplement consignments from within New South Wales. Demand 
was keen for green lines and prices advanced towards the close of 
the month, 

.Ear su lies of apples on offer. 

A wider range of varieties of apples was on offer, 
including Delicious from Queensland and Worcester Pearmain from 

Tasmania. There was good demand for colored dessert lines, 
Rtioularly Jonathans and Delicious,, while Fanny and McIntosh Red 
Sold steadily, The Tasmanian Worcester Pearmains were not favoured 
by buyers and values of this variety dropped to low levels. There 
Were fairly large quantities Of Granny Smiths available, and large 
sizes cleared reasonably well, but inquiry for the smaller fruit 
was limited. 

Plentiful s1ies ofpeas - 
ne.ry _RXerse 

During the month;  the market was heavily suplied with 
Peas; at one period the dily aggregate exceeded 3,000 bags and, 
In a few Instances, over 4,000 bags were available, A dry, hot 
Spell affected demand, and during this period, normal clearances 
Could not he effected with the result that larger quantities than 
Usual were disposed of to cnneries 	The general quality was only 
1flecijLim; this factor largely influenced sales as well as prices 
Which were mainly 2/. to 4/- per bushel, 	Choice descriptions, 

/ however. .4.... 
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hovrevor, realised higher rates and as much as 7/- was paid at 
t ime E 

Cons innients of b 3ans diminisas result of dry se LI. 

Conignrnênts of bean exceeded trade recuirements early in 
February; values slumped badly and it vias difficult to cloar 
any ut choice lines, 	stocks contintied heavy until about the 
second week of the month, when tho' effects of dry conditions 
resulted in a rapid decline in the quantity and also in the quality 
of lots coming forward. A croneral firming of vaIuos followed and 
any choice descriptions met ready sale at considerably increased 
ratas 	The market closed very firm as dry weather persisted and 
any immediate increaae in suDplios, particularly from within the 
County of Cumberland, appears u:likely. 

Tomatoes well supplied utirices satisfactory. 

The market wac well stocked with local, uoonsland and 
Victorian supplies. Owing to heavy rains in the growing  areas, 
the c:uallty of many cuoansland packs was below standard and, on 
some occasions, prices fell to by; l0ve1s 4  some of the Victorian 
consignonts VCI'3 damaod y host 71n transit an those Jots had 
to be cleared cheaply. The hulk, however, opened up more 
satisfactorily, particularly those from the Portland and Dimboola 
districts. Forwardings from many local sources were moderately 
heavy. 	Vith fairly high temperatures prevailing throughout the 
greater part of the month, inquiry was fairly brisk and returns, 
apart from rain and heat damaged lots, cou].d be said to be 
satisfactory. 

iand for c a bbag s restricted. 

Despite the somewhat small quantities of cabbages 
available daily, request was of a restricted nature, largely 
OWin: to the plentiful supplies of peas obtainable at low rates. 
Ht weather was another limiting factor in the sale of this 
Vetabo. Nevertheless, values were maintained at reasonable 
1OVO1S. 

Generally spoaking, a good doriand ruled for bunched 
VOgotables and rates showed little fluctuations. 

R 
----000O000--- - 

It Is reported in an American Journal that a company 
OPerating in pure fruit juices has installed a plant at Los 
Angeles, California, for the purpose of quick freezing various 
kinds of fruit juices and other foods in enamel-lined cans. 	In 
CO8Ctj0 with orange juice the company claims that a patent 
P.Ocess has enabled the production of a stabilised condition in 
the juice by the use of a tateloss inert gas such that, when 
°Pefled, it does not begin to absorb air for some time, with the 
esu1t that its initial freshness and flavour are retained much 

than in the case of juice squeezed in the -iome. 
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Wheat - Home Consumption: 	- 
Bulk - -oar bushel 3/fl-ci ) / 	unchan.e Baggec. 	 4/O-u ) 

Flour - per ton 	£10. 4. 2 
(plus 9,2.8.10 tax) 

Bran per ton 	£3. 0. 0) 
Pollard it 	U 	 £5. ot a) unchanged 

Aust,939, 

2/4d 
2/3d 

12, 
(plus £6.2.9 tax) 

11.1 

r4 

£4.5. 0 

IS 1/2d 
153/6d 
15 1/lOd 

'11 Id 

d 
1/2ã. 

29th Auust1  1939. 
From 	To 

31/3d 40/3d 
39/3d 44/6d 
43/6d 51/3d 
50/6d 5,1/SCI 

£4.50 

February, 1941 
From 	- To 

21/3d 5/6d 
31/Sd 39/5d 
35/3d 49/6d 
45/3d 54/5d 
58/3d 83/3d 

£7.0 .0 

.l72- 

VHOLESALE 

 

PRICES OF VARIOUS COMoDITI:3 
IN SYDNEY (N.vr.) DURING. FE3IUARY, 14l, 

AD CORRESPONf)flTG FIGTJES AT 31st AUGUST, 193C. 

The follovin table gives pariculars of the range of 
prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the state Marketing 
Bureau in resJeot of various commodities for the poriod indicated:- 

Eggs (hen) per dozen 	1/66. unchanged 

Butter: 
Choice 	per cwt. 137-/2d ) 
First 	ua11 ty U 	H 	155/6d ) Unchanged 
Second 	If 	if 	it 	151/lad) 

Loaf per lb. lid ) 
Large it It 

 
J.  

Special brands 

Pigs (Abattoir Sales): 
Good to prime - 

per head: 
Porkers - extra light 

U 	- light 
- medium weight 

I, 	- heavy 
Baconers 
Bakfatter 

unchanged 

1/2d 

Note: 	The pig sales nearest to 31st August, 1939, 
were those held on 29th August, 1939. 

---- 000O000----- 
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