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HIGHLIGHTS.

Minister for Commerce announces that Commonwealth
Government has formulated a long term stabilisation plan for
Australian wheat industry. This includes:

A guaranteed minirmm price of 3/6 per bushel K f.o.r.
ports, for bagged wheat; this to apply to a maximum
of 140,000,000 bushels from each season's harvest.

A stabilisation fund, to which growers will contribute
when average price excecds 3/8 per bushel, f,o0.r.
ports, and which will be utilised to finance scheme
when price falls below 3/6.

Liconsing of wheatgrowers to facilitate control of
production: growers to cut for hay any area directed
by the Government.

All grain to be marketed through Australian Wheat
Board: scheme to bec administercd by Department of
Commercc with assistance of a board.

Plen to commence with 1941/42 wheat crop, and
ultimately to link up with a national fodder
conscrvation scheme.

"Marginal® wheat areas to be progressively eliminated
and production to be divorsified whercver possible.

Auction selling of fruit in conjunction with
prevailing systom of sale by privato treaty, introduced at
City Municipal Markets, Sydney, by privatc cnterprisc. It 1s
stated that, should venturc prove successful, auctioning of
vegotablos also 1s contemplated.

It is announcod that the Commonwealth Govcrnment
will provide £2,770,000 by way of loan to wheat produclng
Statos for drought reclicf. Statec Governments will distribute
the loans in accordence with o formula to be agrecd upon and
w1ll make thelr own arrangcments for rcpayments by farmcrs.

Minister for Commercec announces sale to British
Ministry of Food of balance of cxportable surplus of
Australian 1940 pack of canned apricots, pecchos and poars.,
Sale covers approximately 300,000 casos worth £280,000.




MARKETING OF PERISHABLE FOODSTUFFS.

(Sunmary of Address by Mr., Willis J. Yilliams, B.Sc.,
Superintendent, City Municipal Markets, Sydney =- now
on loan to the Department of the Navy for the
duration of the war).

1. Production, Distribution and Consumption of Foodstuffs.

In nature we find that the fruits of the earth are
produced from season to season. Man, however, requires a
continuous supply of foodstuffs and thus various methods of
preserving foods have becn evolved - smoking, salting, canning,
and, in our modern days, the superior method of cold storage
whercby goods can be kept for a considerable time.

The production of foodstuffs has occupied the activity
of man throughout the whole history of the world; nowadays, that
activity has become specialised with the object of producing the
voyry best foods. But there would be no production if there werc
no consumer; thus we have two classes of individuals to consider,
the producer and the consumer, and these must be brought togethor
in a common meeting placce, known today ad the Market, wherein a
price (the market price) at which the onc will scll and the othor
will buy can be arranged.

VI1th the congregation of considorablc numbers of
consumers in large ccntres, nccessitating the supply of foodstuffs
from farm lands situated outsidc such centrcs, marketing has
aroused increased interecst, and has attracted the attontion of the
c¢nauqing public. Thus thec study of markcting has been dcveloped,
not only through tho houscwifc and thc family, but is now a
subjoet in the curricula of Technical Schools, Agricultural
Colleges end Universitics, and thc importanco of marketing in
our gonoral cconomic system domands the attontion of the cconomist.

_ A comprchensivo survoy of markcting ontails consideration
of throc important aspocts:- S

1) Production
2) Distribution
and (3) Consumption.

We could not have & market without production: our
; Prasnntimodo of living calls for a contral plgce from which tho

g;%éta of tho carth may be distributod; the marketing of all

Uce becomes more difficult with an increascd populati
on and
?186 of largo cities in 80 many centres, R =

fedies!
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2, Standardisation in Production.

The producer must always endeavour to produce the very
best article so that his produce will be his best advertisement .
and create the maximum demand. He must study his market - a point
the farmer is becoming increasingly conscious of.

As nature does not produce everything of equal quality -
or size, the farmer's production must be classified and graded.
Standards have been established in regard to fruits, vegetables,
poultry, fish, etc., and the question of standardisation is
receiving greater attention, with the object of enabling the
public to buy on sample, thus saving considerable time.

Standardisation may principally be effected in respect
of (a) Grading and (b) Packing.

(a) Grading: This may be described as a means of
sorting producé iInto lots of uniform quality and size. Various
Governments have insisted on grading of foodstuffs for quality

nd/or size, and in many places the Government grade is stamped
on the contents or container, and is accepted as a standard. A
good system of grading has the advantages of :-

Uhifgrmigg - The produce is placed in definite classes,
. shapes, weights or sizes.

Decreased waste - Well graded produce sells much more readily
n poorly graded and thus is less liable to the
waste encountered in all principal markets, especially
in the summer months.

Increased value - Produce of guarantecd grade and quality
commands a higher price, can be sold by sample,
becomes known by its brand and thus is readily
accepted by buyers.

(b) Packing: Most market produce should be packed in
Some form or other, and the right type of package makes for
efficient handling, minimisation of loss from injury or bruising,
convenlence in selling and facility of branding.

3. Organisation of the Market.

The two aspects of marketing may be classified as:-

(1) The services rendered to the farmor.
(11) The services rendered to the buying public.

The farmer and the buying public are brought together

2g£§20 agency of the market, but frequently it 1s not a d%rect

Son €L, certain other intermediaries - such as broker, agent or
rehant - providing the comnécting link. The producer may sell

Y LSRR
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his produce in various ways:-

(1) To the public direct.

(2) By means of shops.

(3) Through a local agent.

(4) Through a Co-operative Soclety.
(5) Through the public markets.

Obviously, it is only practicable for a limlted number
of farmers to resort to the first method, which necessitates
ready personal contact. In the second case, a producer with a well
known brand may work up a connection with a number of shops, but
this is also restricted by various considerations. Marketing
through a local agent or a Co-operative Soclety has attained
greator proportions, and there is also a systom of selling to
wholesale merchants, particularly in respect of some commodlties.
Many farmers, however, must dispose of their goods through the
public markets, and here it 1s that the agents have become such
important factors, that it is doubtful whether the market, as it
is known today, could be carried on without them. VWhere an inter-
mediary between producer and consumer is employed, something must
be added to the cost of production, and this is known as the cost
of marketing.

It is important that some measure of control be exercised
over the quantity and quality of foodstuffs produced for consump-
tion. The individual farmer is unable to gauge probable production
in other localities, and the intelligent man will avail himsclf of
the information and advice avallable from certain Government
Departments. Also, he will follow the market prices broadcast from
day to day.

4, Functions of the Market.

The functions of the market can be described as an
exchange where the producer and consumer come together. The

::ﬁ?ggities will make this the basis of the market control and

a) To provide a convenient place for the market.

b) To control the dealings of the agents, merchants and
grower-sellers.

¢) To settle such disputes as may arisec,

d) To inaugurate a system of inspection.

€) To obtain information of value bo the community.

f) To institute a system of By-laws and Rogulations for
the better control of those things
appertaining to marketing.

5. Punctions of the Agent or lMerchant.

of o The city merchant or agent establishes a business, often
o Personal character, to maintain the connection betweon

/DProduceor .c.eeseee
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producer and consumer. He provides facillties for receiving,
handling and storage of produce, to be taken by customers as
required: frequently, re-packing into quantities morc suited to
individual purchasers is necessary. He must be an expert, able

to judge the market and probable suppliecs from day to day,
although naturally he cannot foresee all oventualities and will,
on occasions, encounter unexpected scarcities or gluts. He also-
bocomes a financial agent, financing both the producer and the

retaller.

Whilst most wholesale agents operate on a fixed
commission, some buy produce outright and incur the speculative
risks consequent to such direct purchase. Occasional agents
combine both methods.

, In some of the large Australian markets produce is
disposed of by private trcaty; in others, sale by public auction
is tho prevalent method of disposal: 1n others, one class of
produce is sold by private treaty whilst another class is
auctioned. In the Clty Municipal Markets, Sydney, poultry alone
is sold by auction.

6. Advantages of the Market.

The City Market developed from the open square or from
the side stroet market, still to be seen in Eastern countries
where progress has been extremcly slow. In modorn cities tho
market is confined within four walls, organiscd into spaces and
stalls of definite sizc and duly numbered and allotted to
individual growers or to agents. As a City Council has a definito
duty to provide a suitable market, it will charge fcos, dues or
rents to covor costs of administration and inspoction.

A City Market is of public intercst, catering not only
for tho eity itsclf but for the many suburbs thercof. The idecal
market would be onc wherecin the producer could scll his produce,
froshly gathered, to the consumer. As the city expands and the
producing arcas spread to distant parts, the agent or merchant
must of nccessity come more into vogue, and consumers in suburban
centres must buy their foodstuffs from retailers. Thus, costs of
marketing bocome higher and foodstuffs become dearer. The
competitivo aspoct, however, is an important factor, and tends
Yo protect both buyer and soller.

7. Cost of Marketing.

Many factors affect the cost of marketing and somec of
the Principal oncs are:- e

Ehathor the article is porishable: Some foodstuffs must be
oId the day roccived, Othorwisc they will detoriorate to
Such an oxtent as to nocessitate cartage to the tip.

/Maste o.o.
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Waste in transit, in storage and in the market: Often a vast
amount of repacking is ontallecd. Delay in transport may cause

congestion and added wastage.

Regg%ation of supplies: An ideal system envisages Cold Stores
na producing centres, but in Australia this is only
practicable in arcas of intensive cultivation.

Sale sample and by appearance: To facllitate selling,
ToodstufTs must be graded according to size and quality, and
packages should be of standard sizes.

Freight: 'lherc advantage can be taken of "bulk" transport,
re will be kept down to a minimum.

8. Co-operation.

The co-operative system of marketing - that is, through
a soclety owned and controlled by thosc who do business through
its agency - i1s rather widely practised throughout Australia.
This system aims at obtaining the highest possiblc prices for the
produce sold, at purchasing as cheaply as possible articles
required by the membors and, at regular intervals, dividing
amongst members any profits carned.

9. Supply and Demand.

Marketing is largely dependcnt on supply and demand, and
thus wide price fluctuations occur. Rogulation of supply should
énsure a more even price, and stabilisc the return to the socller
at a falr average level. Frequently the law of supply and domand
1s influencod by other factors, such as the consumors' buying
Power, climate, quality and dissemination of information.

" The consumers' buying power will vary, being greater in

imos of prosperity and curtallod in a depression. Demand for

¢ortain foodstuffs fluctuates in sympathy with woather changes;

for instance, some fruits soll much more roadily in warm weather

- during a cold spell. As buyers often purchasc on the

_ Pgoaranee of the goods, the producer should offer the public an

;g icle of the very best quality, attractively packed or prescntod.

sh? the guidance of buyer and scller, a woll regulated community
ould provide for the daily clrculation of information concerning

quantities of the various commodities coming on tho market.

10. Transportation.

All large citios dopond on the surrounding country for
_gggér foodstuffs, and the larger the clty the greator distggco
maangtuffs to adequately feod the population must be carried. The
: Of transport thus enter very definitely into any question of

/marketing .......




marketing. Producc may be brought to a contral market by (a) Rail,
(b) Motor, or (c) Water transport. As much of the producc is of

a perishable nature, haulage for long distances by rail or water:
necessitates the usc of cold storage facilitles; the extra exponse
involved 1s small compared with the value of producc saved.

Facilities for raplid transportation of produce tend to
provide a better market for both buyer and seller, to have a
steadying offect on prices and to equalisc supplies as between
the main marketing ccntres.

Besides belng quick, the transportation should be
efficient, as so much of the produce is perishable and, in many
cascs, packages arc frall, This cfficicney envisages careful
handling, maintenance of even tcemperatures in refrigeratod spacc,
and provision of recgular and adequatc facilities.

1l. Defects in Markecting.

To determine thc best methods of handling produce for
the markets, defects at differont stages must be considered.
Somo of such dofeocts arc:=-

At the producer's end: Disrcgard of varicties, quality, and
roquiremonts of the market; careless packing, and/or faulty
transport to rail or boat; fallure to prepare the produce

in an honest manner and to recognisec that the seller owes

a duty to the purchaser,

In transport: Delay, carcless handling, out-of-datc means
of Transport, and lack of rofrigeratod épaco.

Agonts and Morchants' Defccts: A weakness between agent and
grower as to price; Insufficlent inspection; congestion in
the market; insufficient market information; and lack of
uniformity in methods, grades and packages.

Retail: Misrepresentation as to quality; overstocking;
Irregularity of deliveries; unsanitary premiscs; and the
grgnting of excessive credit,

28, Suggestod Remediocs.

While thore is no universal rcecmedy, most of the defects
Or difficultios of marketing may be overcomec by :-

More intimate co-operation between produccr and consumer;
Better understanding amongst thce middlemen themselves;
Efficiont means of cducation; and

By Governmont and Municipal Regulations.

70 Susunnee
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In addition, however, there must be honesty of purpose
between buyer and seller, the farmer must control production,
the transport authoritlies must co-operate to the utmost, the
agent must disseminate the fullest information, and the consumers'
criticlsm must be constructive.

Also, a close study of such problems as arisc from time
to time must be made by those striving for the effiolent marketing
of foodstuffs, as a means to the better health, and greator
happiness and prosperity of the people.,

====-0000000==~=~

PHYSICAL FEATURES, PRODUCTION AND GENERAL DESCRIPTION
OF LTHE

SOUTH VESTERN SLOPE STATISTICAL DIVISION NO.10

OF NEW SOUTH WALES. —

& L]

In the October, 1940, issue of the "Monthly Marketing
Review" information was published concerning the boundaries,
physical features, soil, cllmate, area and pcoulation of the
South Western Slope, Statistical Division No. 10 of New South
fales, and some of the primary industries of the division were
dealt with. In conclusion, consideration is now given to other
rural activities and resources, to transport facilities, to the
annual average production and other matters.

Orcharding and Wine Making

The South "estern Slope contains some of the best known
fruit growing reglons of New South '"/ales. Pome fruits do well,
particularly in the high country at and in the vicinity of Batlow,
whilst production of epples and pears in districts in the vicinity
of Young and Albury is falrly substantial. Peaches and other stone
fruits are also grown, notably around Albury and Young. The
latter 1s also one of the State's main cherry growing centres and
early fruit from this district is the first to reach the Sydney
market in appreciable cuantities each season. Localities such as
Kingsvale, Maimuru and Waterview in the vicinity of Young are out-
Standing so far as brunes are concerned, accounting for more than
half the New South Tales production. Mimor crops, including table
grapes and various kinds of berry fruits, are also grown around

oung,

Moderate quantities of wine are made from the grapes
Produced around Junee and to a lesser extent from vineyards at
Young and in the comparatively small secticn of the Murray Valley
Within this division.

¢ According to the New South Wales Statistical Reglster
7°P 1938-39, orchards and vineyards in this division aggregated

961 acres of productive and 1,415 acres not yet bearing, and
main items of officially recorded production were: -

/hpples = ons
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Apples 204,700 bushels (over one-fifth of State's total)
Pears 101,492 " (almost one~third’ " * )
Prunes 83,936 " (over one-half " " " )
Cherrics 33,788 " (over one-quarter " ®
Peaches 5,799 " . '
Plums 2,331 M

Apricots 1,268 *

Citrus 1,451 "

Wine made 6,475 gallons

Table Grapes 81 tons.

Dairying Industry well-established.

A feature of the development of the dairying industry of
New South Wales has been 1its extension from coastal to inland areas
in more recent years. This industry is now well established in
parts of the South Western Slope where, in 1938-39, the cows in
registered dairies totalled 37,096, a much greater number than in
any other inland division. These herds are more than sufficient
to supply the fresh milk requirements of the urban and other
population of the division. Five butter factories are operating,
these being located at Tumut, Wagga, Cootamundra, Albury and
Harden. For the season mentioned the Government Statistician's
records reveal that butter production in factories amounted to
§£495,166 1b. and on farms to 830,450 lb., a total of 5,325,616

Fairly large numbers of beef cattle are depastured.
Cattle, other than cows in reglistered dairies, in the.year
specified, totalled 148,090 head.

Pig ralsing, usually a sideline to dairying, is of
moderate dimensions. In 1938-39 pigs in the division totalled
17,118, and the two bacon factories cured 848,152 lbs. of bacon
and ham, while 105,639 1lbs. were cured on farms.

Mining.

Commencing with the discovery of the Adelong field in
1857 much gold was won from reef and alluvial deposits in various
Parts of the South Western Slopes, such as Grenfell, Wyalong,
Barmedman, Adelong, Gundagail and Young, but recent production has
been small. Other minerals occur at various places. The most
Portant deposits of manganese so far discovered in the State
8re situated near Grenfell, whilst others are known to oxist at
Cootamundra, Muttama, Temora and Tumut. According to a recent
Téport by tho Department of Mines the increasing demand for
Chromo and magnesite has led to tho formation of a syndicate to
8Xplore, open up and develop the various deposits of these minorals
o the Gundagal district. Chrome, it is sald, has been despatched
om Coolac, Goobarralong, Adjungbilly and other centres. Prospects
Ve disclosed that the deposits of magnesite around Jackalass
¢over a considerable arca. Molybdenum 1s known to be present at
§°1brook, tungsten at Pulletop, fluorspar at Caboona, and tin at
ingollic.
/Forestry ....
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Forostrx.

At one time this division was fairly well timbered bdbut,
with the progress of settlement, particularly in the wheat-growing
centres, much of the timber has been cut out and, although many
parts of this area still have fair supplies, there is a definite
shortage for fencing and building purposes in the more closely ,
settled places and in the vicinity of large towns. Nevertheless,
valuable stands remain in areas set apart for forestry purposes;
these include tracts of highland species of timber in the higher
altitudes, mainly in the Tumut and Tumbarumba districts, and
scattered sections of species native to the lower altitudes are
to be found throughout the northern portion of the division, as
well as around Mangoplah and to the south of Holbrook.

The extensive variety of trees in the division includes
the following eucalypts:- grey, red and yellow box, ironbark,
stringybark, various mallees ¥1n the north-western section),
apple, red gum (prominent on the flats), messmate, mountain ash
and mountain gum (notably in the Tumbarumba sector) and eurabbie.
Chief of the other species are the white and black cypress pines,
kurrajong (Brachychiton populneus), certain acacias, and apples
(Angophora spp.) such as peppermint.

Rivers and Irrigation.

The principal rivers of the South 'iestern Slope are the
Indl and Murray, which form the southern boundary, and the
Murrunbidgee, which flows westward through Gundagai and 'Jagga Vagga
and tributaries of these. The upper reaches of the Lachlan River
skirt portion of the north-eastern corner of the division. The
remainder of the area, however, has little natural permanent water.

¥ Pumping plants on the Murrumbidgec River in the Vagga
Wagga district irrigate fodder crops on the river flats.

On the Murray River above Albury has been constructed
the Hume Reservoir, which at prescnt has a capacity of 1} million
acre feot and is intondod to regulate the flow of the Murray River.
Control of the waters of the Murray is vested in the Murray River

Conmission in terms of the Murray 'aters Agreement between the

Governments of the Commonwealth and the States of New South 'Jales,
Victoria and South Australia, with a view to ensuring an equitable
Sharing of the Murray waters amongst the States concerned. The
Curlwaa and Coomealla Irrigation Areas, which are situated on the
ay near its junction with the Darling River, have come into

belng largely because of the fact that the Hume Reservoir ensures

€quate supplies of water throughout the year. Work in connection
With the Berriquin, Wakool and Demiloota water conservation
Projects is in progress and the areas to be served by these schemes

11 in due course utilise their proportion of the New South Wales
Share of the waters conserved in the Hume Reservoir.

/Tourist .eee.
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Tourist Attractions.

Within the South Western Slope are the Yarrangobilly
Caves situated about 46 miles to the south-east of Tumut. These
are extensive limestone caves of great beauty and compare very
favourably with the better known Jenolan Caves.

On the south-eastern fringe of the district are some
of the finest snow-clad belts and scenery in Australla. Many of
the streams in this portion are stocked with trout and afford the
angler an opportunity of testing his skill with the rod.

Road and Rall Communications.

The division has many roads. The Hume Highway, the chief
land route between Sydney and Melbourne, traverses it from near
Jugiong in the north-eastern part to Albury on the Murray River.
The Sturt Highway, which branches from the Hume just north of the
village of Tarcutta, proceeds in a generally westerly direction
through Wagga "agga en route for South Australia. The Mid-Western
Highway, running from Bathurst (Central Tableland) to join the
Sturt Highway at Hay (Riverina) passes through Grenfell and
Wyalong in the north-west of the South Western Slope. Main roads
link up with the highways and connect the principal towns, whilst
there are many subsidiary roads; the work of 15 Shires and 9
Municipalities in the division in providing and maintaining roads
is valuably supplemented by the Main Roads Board of thec State.

The division 1s also particularly well served by rail.
The main Sydney-Melbourne (or Southern) line is the chief
bPermancnt way, passing through Galong, Murrumburrah, Cootamundra,
Junec, Wagga Wagga and Albury. A number of spur lines therefrom
tap the various districts; such spurs include the Galong-Boorowa,
Cootamundra-Batlow, Wagga 'lagga-Tumbarumba, Uranquinty-Kywong,
Westby-The Rock, Holbrook-Culcairn, and Culcairn-Corowa (thesc
two towns are situated in the Riverina, but the connecting line
Passes through portion of the South Western Slope). A link from
the southern line to the main western runs from Harden via Young
to Blaynoy (Central Tableland).

Cootamundra and Junee are important junctions, through
Which trains for the morc westerly sections of the division and
Parts of the Riverina must pass. Chief of thc network of railways
Spreading west and north of Cootamundra are the Cootamundra-Temora-
Griffith, Stockinbingal-Forbos, Temora-Lake Cargelligo, Barmedman-
Rankin Springs, est Wyalong-Burcher, and Ungaric-Naradhan. Tho
South Wostern 1line branches from the Southern at Junco.

Schedulcs of Production and Livestock.

8h The following schedules, compiled from figures published
=0 the New South Wales Statistical Reglster, glve the average
%gnu&l quantities of the principal primary products produced and

€ average annual number of livestock in the South Westorn Slope

/division e...
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division for the five-year period cnded 30th June, 1939:-

South Western Slope Statistical Division No. 10

Average Annual Production, Five vears cnded 50/6/1939.
Wool 50,851,160 1b.
Dailry Products -

Butter 7,513,614 "

Bacon and Ham 754,264 "
Wheat -

Grain 14,297,705 bushels.
Hay 114,482 tons
Maize 112,867 bushels
Barley (Grain) 47,724 "

Oats -

Grain 1,410,858 "

Hay 128,923 tons
Rye (Grain) 33,404 bushels
Broom Millet -

Fibro 5,018 cwt,

Grain 3,734 bushels
Lucerne Hay 18,753 tons
Applecs 253,393 bushels
Pears 111,582
Peaches 12,006
Prunes 138,559 "
Cherries 42,064 "
Graﬁes - Wine Trade 19,104 gallons

- Table Fruit 166 tons
Potatoes 2,522 ™
Tobacco 244 cwt.
Market Gardens (Value) £12,316
Honey 202,307 1b.
Beeswax 2,856 "

Applying the 1939 annual average wholesale prices in
Sydney to the foregolng products, a suggested cstimate of their
_@pproximate value is £6,700,000. However, in order to obtain a
total figure of all primary production, to this sum there should
be added the value of minorals won, which for the five-ycar period
eénded 31lst December, 1938, averaged £57,567 per annum. Further,
it is interosting to note that, over the five years ocnded 30th
June, 1939, the average annual value of goods manufactured or work
‘done by factories in this division was £2,084,833,

) Average Annual Number of Livestock in
South Western Slopc Division No.10 - Five Yoars ended 30/6/1939.

Horses 76,081 head
Cattle =~
Cows in Registered
Dairics 48,037 "
All Other 200,444 "
Sheep 6,356,395 "
Pigs 25,605 "

SoDcR .
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HOMEBUSH LIVESTOCK MARKETS

SMALLER TOTALS OF SHEEP AND CATTILE,
BUT MORE PIGS AVAILABIE.

Smaller aggregate pennings of sheep and lambs.

Owing to the Eight Hour Day Public Holiday, the number
of selllng days during October was eight, compared with nine for
the previous month, and the total pennings were a little smaller.
During the period consignments received for sale aggregated
385,259 (some 9,000 head less than for the previous month) and
represented a dally average of 48,157 head. It will be secn that,
without the intervention of the holiday, supplies probably would
have beon higher and, although gross pennings were lower, the daily
average was substantially larger than in September.

Early in October yardings were fairly light, approximate-
1y 29,000 head being offered cach day. Subsequently, however, there
Wwas a considerable increase in the numbers coming forward and the
final sale held in the period was marked by a particularly heavy
yarding, 61,548 head of sheep and lambs being auctioned. This was
the heaviest daily total for about 12 months.

Although in some centres rain has partially relieved the
acute position in respect of feed and water, drought conditions
8till prevail over much of the State. Many graziers are hand-feeding
stock and the general condition of the sheep is not good. The hot
weather recently experienced would burn off some of the new growth
of herbage, and, until substantial falls of rain are received,
continued heavy supplies to Homebush may be oxpocted.

Light supply of good sheep.

There was a preponderance of medium to plain wethers and
8Wes yarded during October. Shorn sheep were forward in large
numbers but odd consignmonts of full woolled wethers were noticed.

erators who handle the hoavier classes experienced difficulty in
Securing suffiecient shecp of the welght and finish suited to their
needs, Nevertheless, on occasions some lines of exceptionally
800d quality heavy sheep wore offered. Light wolght animals were
numerous but by far the largor porceontage ranged from medium to
Vory plain quality and quite a fow lots would only dress in the
Vieinity of 30 1b. of mutton. A much heavicr offering of ewes than
g“ring tho previous month was available: aged plain descriptions
'Ormod & falrly large proportion of the supply. Morc grown sheep
b°r0 varded in Octobor than during September, respective figures
being 136,044 and 119,493 head, but despitc this increasc -
POught about by tho advorsc scason - quality lots were scarece,
?any shoop being offerod, which, normally, would be held on the
&rms or stations for fattoning.
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feaker market for sheep.

Although the strong tone noticeable at the close of
September was maintained at the opening sale of October, when
values further advanced by 1/- to 2/- per head, subsequent
auctions were marked by a sharp decline, rates falling from 4/-
to 6/- per head, according to weight and quality; this continued
to about mid-October. The market for quality sheep then showed an
improvement of between 1/= and 2/- per head, but closing values
were from 2/- to 4/- cheaper than those obtained at the beginning
of the month. Medium to plain sheep were more adversely affected
than the good to prime grades and towards the end of October were
difficult to sell at falrly low rates. Some indication of the
market variations is given by the following actual sales:-

A draft of good trade wethers, which would dress
approximately 44 lb. of mutton, realised 19/6 each, equivalent to
5d per 1lb., while 58 1lb. shorn wethers sold at 23/1 each or 4zd
per 1lb. Subsequent to the sharp decline in prices, good heavy
wethers weighing 54 1b. made 14/10 per head or the equivalent of
3d per 1lb., and good trade shorn wethers of approximately 44 1b.
dressed welght cost 3zd per 1lb., realising 13/7 each. Following
the improved realisations about mid-October, a draft of good
heavy shorn wethers, which welghed approximately 48 1lb., sold at
14/11 per head or 3zd per 1lb. Later in the period, mutton was a
little cheaper and a line of nice quality heavy wethers, dressing
approximately 50 lb., made 15/11 each or 3id per 1b.

Varlatlons in prices of ewes were equally as great., At
the opening sales, nice trade shorn ewes wcighing 38 1b. brought
15/2 each, equivalent to 43d per 1b., while at the end of the
period, good trade shorn ewes, weighing approximately 44 1lb., sold
at 13/1 per head, costing 3id per 1b.

Very few full woolled sheep were available during

October, but those offered brought satisfactory prices, one
consignment realising 32/- per head and some others,not quite so
good, selling at from 25/- to 28/- per head. Shorn sheep which
Comprised the bulk of the supplies, sold to 23/- each but by far
the larger proportion mads from 12/- to 18/- each. While some of
the best lots of ewes realised to 19/~ per head, the greater part
of the good trade descriptions brought from 10/- to 15/-. Owing
to the inclusion of so many plain ewes, average realisations were
ﬁgt hégh, many of the very plain sorts selling from 3/- each

wards .,

During the early part of October, operators paid from
43d to 424 for heavy and 43 to 5d per 1b. for light wether mutton
and 334 to 4d and 43d to 434 for heavy and light ewes, respectively;
these high rates, however, were not maintained and before the
¢lose of the month values were conslderably lower, wethers costing
from 224 to §%d and ewes 2d to 3d per 1lb; the decline generally
8ggregated 1id per 1b.

/Lamb& CRCI R
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Lambs not so heavily supplied.

Although the supplies of lambs and suckers must be
regarded as substantial, the total for the month was not as large
as that for September, the figure being 249,215 for October and
274,582 head in September. The general quality of the lambs was
not good, many lines showing the effect of the drought conditions.
Medium to plain lambs were forward in large numbers, the abnormal
season compelling graziers to market such lines. Desplte the
preponderance of plain types, there was quite a nice showing of
good cuality lambs, well finished and in prime condition. In this
category, heavy lambs werc most numerous but some drafts of
medium to light trade wcights werc submitted.

Lambs generally cheaper.

The market for lambe opened particularly strong, and
values advanced by 1/- por head, Subsequently, howecver, there
was a fall of from 1/- to 1/6 por head: from then until the
closc of the month little apprcclable change in realisations for
good to primec lambs and suckers was noticeable, although some
irregularity was apparcnt at times. If the high prices ruling
towards the cnd of Scptcmber and carly in Octcber be excluded,
the average realisations for these months did not differ very
materially, but, if anything, thc averagec rates for October werc

a liytlc lower.

_ To illustrate the pricc trends during October, the
following disposals are quoted:- At the opening salecs, good trade
aggkors, welghing approximately 33 1b., sold at 23/10 por head or
738 por 1b., whilc a linc of good heavy lambs weighing 46 1b.
recaliscd 26/6 cach and made 6d por 1b. On tho succeeding sale
day, a draft of good quality suckers, drcssing approximatoly 33
1b., brought 21/4 por hcad cnd cost 62d per lb., whilc 42 1b.
lambs sold at 25/2 cach and werc worth 5zd per 1lb. Somec improvc-
ment occurrcd about mid-October, when a linc of primc suckors
of 33 1b. drossed woight rcalised 21/10 por hoad, ccuivalent to
6<d por 1b. At the cnd of October a yard of good tradc suckers,
estimatcd to dross approximatcly 32 1b., sold at 20/9 ocach or

per lb., and hoavy lambs of 44 1b. dressed woight brought 26/-
cach or 52d per 1b.

On occasions, outstanding lincs of lambs rcaliscd up to
27/~ cach, with a fow at 26/-, but for the most part tho best lots
iold at from 18/- to 25/~, according to sizo. Medium to plain

ambs did not meot with a very good demand end rcalisations worc
{rom 5/- to 17/- por hcad; at timos agonts oxpericnoccd difficulty
N offccting sales cvon at thosc low prices.

Early in tho month, when the market was so strong,
°Perators paid as much as 7zd por 1b. for light suckors and 6id
Eﬁr 1b. for hoavy lambs. Thesc extrcmc ratcs, however, wore not
lintained and, in the main, suckors of light to medium trade
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weights cost from 64 to 62d and hcavy sorts from 5id to 6d per 1b.
Medium to plain lambs sold at rclatively lower prices, mcking on
an avorage from 5id to 5id per lb., with oxceptionally plain
descriptions at cven lowcr rates.

Limited supplies of quality cattle.

Numbers of cattle yarded during October, 1940, were
slightly less than Scptember consignments, and aggregeated 13,724
head, of which 1,137 worc auctioncd in thc storec scction. During
tho corrcsponding month of 1839 a total of 23,677 was rcccived;
the pastoral position at that timc, howecver, was very much better
than it is at prcscnt. The outlook at the cnd of October was
anything but promising, and thc dryncss of the month generclly
tended to offsct any advantagc accruing from the Scptomber rains.,

As wag to be eoxpecetod under the very unfavourable
Sscasonal conditions, thc quality of the consignments was
disappointing, and thc bulk of the pennings compriscd cattle of
plain to medium description. Thc perecentage of prime beasts
variod from sale day to salc day, but, on thc average, was only
small,

Primc bullocks difficult to sccurc.

Exccpt on one or two occasions, the truckings of bullocks
Wwere very light and only for the rececival of approximately 1,200
head from Quecnsland supplies would have bocn extremely limited.
Falr tradc 1ight wcight doscriptions prodominated and usually
pPrime sorts werc difficult to sccurc. In contrast to the average
Pennings, soveral drafts of prime hcavy weight animals were
noticed throughout the month.

The high pricc lovels recached in September werc cven ﬁ
oxcocded during the early October sales, when valuos werc the
highost for many yecars, quotations for good to primc bullocks |
Doing:- hoavy 44/- to 47/-, mcdium woight 46/- to 49/6, light
49/- to 52/- por 100 1b. With the advont of fairly hot weathor,
Pricos fcll and by the middlc of the month were £1.10.0 to £2.0,0
Per head lowor. For the remainder of the period, some fluctuations
Wero noticod but generally thc alterations were not ve matcrial.
ggrt§gofigal sale day light bullocks worc quotcd at 42/= to 46/-

A typical salc whon valucs werc at their pcak was that
Of a pon of prime Shorthorn bullocks cstimatcd to weigh 700 1b.
gggﬂigd, which sold at £17.7.0 per hoad, cquivalent to 49/6 por

Primc stcors scll at cnhaneed velucs.

£ Steers werc much morc numerous than bullocks, but the
Tuckings compriscd chicfly light woight animals of mcdium quality,

/AS %000 en




-71-

As was the casc with bullocks, prime sorts were difficult to
secure and usually commanded enhanced prices. On the first sale
day, & draft of prime Shorthorn stecrs, estimated to weigh 600
1b., realised £16.12.0 each, being worth 55/6 pcr 100 1lb. At this
period prime light steers werc cuoted to 57/~ per 100 1lb. Pricos
then declined progressively until the third weck of October, when
rates for good to primec descriptions ranged from 45/~ to 48/- per
100 1b. An improvement followod, and valucs of lightwcight sorts

advanced to 52/- per 100 1lb.

Cows plentiful.

Cows were plentiful throughout thc month and, on
occasions, constituted the bulk of the yarding. Both light and
heavy wolghts werc well represcnted, but plain and medium grades
prodominated. Despite the inforior quality gencrally, a noticeablo
poercentage of the total yarding was of satisfactory standard.

Whon values werc at their peak, good to primc hecavy cows woroe
quotod at 42/- to 46/6 por 100 1b. and 1ight at 43/- to 47/-.
Pricos of cows doclined progressively during the remainder of

the month, thus differing from thc ratcs for other lincs of cattlo,
which rocoverocd somewhat towards the closc of the period. On the
final salc day quotations for cows worc:- hoavy 37/- to 41/-,

light 39/- to 42/~ por 100 1b.

Modorate truckings of modium grade hoifcrs. |

Heifers wore modoratcly suppliocd throughout. Although é
all grados of wcight and quality worc rcproscnted, most of the |
offorings worc of light weight description and of plain to modium |
gradc. Noverthcless, scveral attractive drafts werc noticed. |
Values followed a similar trond to thoso of most other lincs, the
poak being rcached carly in the month, whon prices of good to i
primc heifers of all woights ranged from 47/- to 53/- por 100 1b. !
Rates wore lowost during tho third weck, whon from 40/- to 46/- '
per 100 1b. wos obtained. The market improved slightly on tho
concluding salc days.

Primc vealeors scarcc.

Conslgnmonts of veclers were variable, but generally
this class was fairly well rcoprescnted. Medium to fair tradc sorts
Prodominatoed, howecver, and primc animals werc availablce in odd
bens or in odd lots only. During Octobor valucs reoched oxtrome
lovels and on tho first salo day good to primc gradc brought from
56/~ to 63/= pcr 100 1b. Lator, prices doclincd considorably,
8nd ranged from 50/- to 54/-, but on tho final salc day ratos rosc:
and from 54/- to 58/- por 100 1b. was obtainod.

Cattle values reach peck.

¢ The trend towards high prices for cattlec, noticoablo
Since the outbreak of war and morc particularly during the prcscnt
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advorsc scason, rcached its pcak carly in October when values werc
the highost rocorcded for a number of years. Rates dcclined sharply,
however, with the advent of warmer weathoer and arc now at a lower
but apparcntly stcadier lovel. Pricos for quality cattle are

still vory high but the outlook gonerally from thc vicwpoint of
both produccr and consumer is far from promising.

Supplics of pigs show small incroasc.

Comparcd with the prcvious month, the number of pigs
auctioncd during October, 1940, showed a smell inercasc, and
totalled 7,703 hoad, of which 3,541 were roceived by rail. The
average weckly arrivals, however, worc slightly loss, as thoro
werc fivc salc days during thc month undcr revicw as against
four in Scptombor. Privatc salcs in thc Mctropolitan Arca, which
would includc baconers sold "over the secalo™ and pigs disposcd of
privately at tho Saloyards, aggregated 3,161.

Variablc offerings of porkors.

Consignments of porkers showecd a fair decgrec of variation,
both as to number availablec and as to quality. On thc whole,
howover, mecdium grade descriptions procdominatcd and on some
occaslons pigs in storc condition compriscd a substantial perccnt-
age of the offcring. All grades of welght werc fairly woll repres-
ented, although light weights, ospecially cquality lines, wore
somewhat scarcc towards the closc of thc month. A brighter market
provailed for porkers and average valucs were bettor than thosc of
Soptember. Priccs worc highcst on the final salc day, when prime
heavy porkors dressing 90 1b. rcaliscd to 61/6 por hcad and light
porkers of 60 1lb. woight brought 45/6. Well brod store pigs woro
usually in kcen rcoucst and sold particularly wecll.

Improved roprescntation of baconers.

The roprescntation of baconcrs wes the best for some
tlmo. All grades of weilght werc submitted for auction and good
trado sorts madc a vory fair showing. The perecntage of really
Prime animals ponned, howeover, was small. The high price levels
reached during Scptomber were oxcooded carly in October and by
the middlc of the month primc hoavy bacongrs of 150 1b. dresscd
IOisht werc sclling at 94/6 por hoad or 7id per 1b., whilc primo

1ght baconers drossing to 120 1b. worc worth tho cquivalont of

8%d por 1b, Tho ratc paid for baconors sold "over thc sealc®

Pemains at 6zd por 1b., although it is undorstood that, by way

Of some concession in vicw of the highor pricos in tho opon market,
Opcrators cithor fully or partially compcnsate the producecr for

8ny animals condomnod.

EBEEEQEQQ consignments of backfattors.

the The supply of backfuttors was somowhat limited during
Carly part of Octobor, but subscquent consignments wero of
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normal proportions. All grados of quality weorc submitted and the
pennings included o fair proportion of primc hcavy woight animals.
Although prices failed to rcach the poak rocorded during Scptember,
avorage rcalisations werc slightly higher. Early in thce month :
quotations for good to primec »igs drcssing 200/350 lb. ranged

from 5.d to 6d and cnimols over 350 1b. brought from 4zd to 5zd
per 1lb. Domand for primc hoavy backfatters rgmained firm through-
out, but valucs of the lightcr weights fcll £d per lb. by the

closc of the periocd. EHeovy backfatters sold to §11 per head.

Pig vclucs improve.

The market gencrally was a satisfactory onc and all
classes of pigs worc slightly dcarcr, while priccs of hcavy
baconcrs werc thce highest rocordcd for somec considerable time.
Comparcd with October, 1939, whon the numbers yarded wore
considerably lecss, the rates for baconers and backfatters woro
highcr but valuecs of porkers wecre lower. ,

G.Co & Ju'1e
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SALES IN SUSSEX STREET
AND AT THE
ALEXANDRIX RATLWAY GOODS YARD.

Koon inguiwy for Tasmanicn potatocs.

A furthor hcavy dcclince in roccivcls in Susscx Stroct
of Tasmanian potatocs took placc during October, when only 47,360
bags werc shipped, roprescnting o deercasc of approximately
97,000 bags. Thc domand for No.l Grade lincs, and espcciclly
Brownells, was very keon, but inguiry for No. 3 and Secd grade
lots was only foir, as thesc stocks were the last of the scason's
erop cnd werce of comparatively poor quality. Priccs for Tasmanicn
No. 1 gradc potatocs rcemaincd unaltered throughout tho month at
£15.,0,0 for Brovmeclls and £13.10,0 per ton for "hitcskin"
Verictics.

Late in October Western Australian growcrs forwardod
the first of thc scason's ncw tubors to Susscx Stroct, 1,245 bags
boing rcecived. The offering was of good quality and sold roadily
at £16.0,0 por ton. A consignmont of 'T0ld" potatocs from that
Statc roaliscd from £14.0.0 to £15.0,0 per ton.

On the wholc, the 40,399 bags of Now Zezland potatocs
Teceived in Susscx Stroot were in limited roquest, duc to the
tnicrior quallity of somc linos. Early in October, quotations worec
£13,10,0 for 'mitcskins and £12.0.0 for Dakota Recds, but as the
month progresscd, the demand eased and ratcs doelined to £12.0,0
énd £10,0.0 per ton, respectively. At onc poriod, a total of
5, 050 bags of vory infcrior Dakota Reds was offerod by auction,
'gﬁg zoalised the oxcoptionally low prices of from £2.0,0 to £2.15,0

on.
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Growers in the North Coast district of New South Wales
shipped 10,500 bags of new potatoes to Sussex Street. Early in
the month, the Commonwealth Prices Commissioner made encuiries
into this section and decided that a maximum wholesale market
rate for the Coastal "new tubers would be declared periodically
in a similar manner to the fixation of the maximum prices for
Tasmenian supplies. Under a firm demend, ready disposals of the
local potatoes were reported at the following prices:- New Grade
£11.0,0 to £16.10,0; No, 2 Grade £3.10,0 to £16.0,0 per ton;

No, 2 Grade 5/3, Chat Grade 1/- to 11/-.per bag.

: Arrivels of local potatoes at Alexandria comgrised the
following quantitics:- Raleigh 4,420 bags, Grafton 2,476 bags,
Bonville 527 bags and Kempscy 390 bags; 0ld - Ben Lomond 359 bags,
Guyra 55 bags. A somewhat restricted inquiry prevalled for "o14"
lines at £13.10,0 to £14,11.8 por ton for No. 1 and £5.11.8 for
No. 3 Gradc. "Now" lots, howcver, mct a strong request throughout
at the following rates:- Now £10.0.,0 to £17.5.0, No., 2 Grade
£4.0.0 to £15.0,0 per ton, Chats 2/- to 9/- per bag. Towards tho
end of October, Quecnsland producers railed 634 bags of now
potatocs to Alexandria and satisfactory clcarances werec cffected
at £16.0,0 per ton. In addition to the above-mentioned arrivals
at this centrc, 220 bags of New Zecaland Dakota Reds werc rcccived
from Darling Harbour, but information rogarding salcs of thesc
wos not discloscd. (In the above "New" refcrs to potatocs from
Raleigh to Kempsey, ineclusive).

Local Whitc onions availablc at Alexandrie.

Tho first consignments - for thc 1940 scason - of Neow
South Wales white onions worc forwarded to Aloxandria durlng
Octobor, when 2,848 bags were rcccived. The demand for all
offerings was good, although latc sales worc made at much lower
rates then thosc obtained in the initial trading period. Disposals
by auction worc offcctod at the following levels:- Table £10.0,0
to £24,10,0, Pickling £15.5.,0 to £17.0.,0 por ton.

Arrivals of onions in Susscx Stroct during thc month
undcr revicw compriscd:- Victorian 26 tons and 10,013 bags;
Quocnsland - hite 390 bags. Request for Vietorian Brown Spanish
onions was firm although carly salos werc made at lowor prices |

than thosc ruling in Scptomber, and steady disposals of the white '
varicty werc rcportod. Recalisations werc as follow:- Victorian - :
Brown Spanish - Inforior £5.0.0 to £6.0,0, Primc £7.0.0 to |
%gﬁl0.0; Whitc £12.0.,0 to £15.0,0; Queensland - White £18.0,0 per |

Incrcascd prices for Quconsland pumpkins.

At both Alexandriac and Sussox Strect, rates for
guoonsland pumpkins werc much highor than thosc ruling in
héptombor, dospitc the fact that stocks in Susscx Strcot were

cavicr. Consignmonts totalled 2,486 bags by sca and 15 trucks
rail, Under a firm demend, supplics werc clecared at the
. /incroasod R
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incrocsed rates of £15.0,0 to £20.0,0 per ton at Sussex Strect,
and £10.10,0 to £20.0,0 at Alexandria. Offcrings of pumpkins

from New South Wales centres included 2 trucks to Alexondria and
24 bags to Sussex Street. The earlior rail rcccivals were disposed
of by privatc treaty at £6.10.0 per ton, but the later arrivals
brought £16.0,0 ot auction. The Sussex Strcct consignment was
auctioned, realising from £14.0.0 to £15.5.0 per ton.

Furthor docline in Tasmanian veogotablce shipments.

There was a furthor dccline in the shipments of Tasmenian
vogetables to Sussex Strect, arrivals only amounting to:- Swedes
57 bags, Carrots 991 bags, Parsnips 40 bags. The swedes, which
wore available during the first fortnight only, worc priced at
£6.0,0 por ton. As the quali®y of most lines was only medium,
rates for ecarrots werc, on the whole, lower than thosc ruling
during Scptember, and ranged from £5.0,0 to £10.0.0 por ton.
Parsnips sold at £20,0.0 per ton.

Tho 26 bags of locel swodes shipped to Susscx Strect
worc clecared at £5.0,0 per ton by private trcaty and at £4.5.0
at auction. New South Walcs growers forwarded 685 bags of swedes
to Aleoxandria; rcports indleased steady deliverics at £3,10,0 to
£6,040 per ton by cuetlon cnd £5.0,0 by private treoaty.

Ratce for Tasmanion Dry Peas rcmalned unaltored, Blue
lines sclling well at 22/6. and Groy mooting a stoadior rocuost
at from 9/- to 9/6 por bushcl.

Chaff in lightor supply.

Arrivals of chaff at Alexandric werc lighter than

during Scptembor, thc following quantitics bcing available:-
Octon Chaff - Victori:n 16 trucks, Local 172 trucks; Whoaten Chaff
89 trucks and Luccrnc Chaff 53 trucks. Early in October, a Steady
roquost was noticeable, but the reccipt of somo rain in certain
eountry districts causcd an casior tendency; later, however, stocks
became lighter and o firmor inquiry was apparcnt. Tho following
Sales wero roported:- Caten Chaff - Vietorian £6.0,0 to £7.0.,0;

¢al - By auction £3.0.0 to £6.10.0, By privatc trecaty £5.10,0
to £7,10,0; heaton - By auction £3.15.0 to £6.1.8, By privatc
troaty £5,0.,0 to £7.5.0° Iucornc - By auction £4.18.4 to £12.0,0,

By privato treaty £8.0.C to £11.10.0 per ton.

b
doakor demand for lucernc havw.

: Arrivals of luccrnec hay at Aloxandria aggregated 118
Erucks from Maitland and 36 from other districts. The domand was
a11&"{111:131' weaker than that ruling during Septomber and, on the

; g‘oPﬂgO, prices werc lover, ranging as follow:~ Maitland - New

ggeon, Large bcles £4.0.0 to £7.0,0, Small bales £5.15.0 to
%_-9.0; Other Districts - By auction, Derrick presscd £2.0.0.
Lo 3?-5.0, Other £8.0.0; Dy srivate treaty - Derrick pressed

0 to £6.10.0, Otho> £7.10,0 to £11.0.0 per ton. /The .
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Thce 377 bales of Eunter River new grecn luccrnc hay
shipped to Susscx Strcet mot a satisfactory incuiry at from
£4,0,0 to £6.10,0 per ‘ton.

Priccs for the 36 trucks of loeccl octen hay received
at Alexandria werc not rcvealed.

Stocks 2£ straw well maintainced.

Thero was little alteration in the quantity of straw
available on thc Sydney markcot during October. The 49 trucks
of Victorian straw wore in good demand and prices werc well
maintained at £5.0,0 por ton for prime lines, with medium and
inferior lots sclling at rclatively lowor rates. Request for the
73 trucks of straw from Ncw South Vales districts was at timos
casy, duc to thec largc stocks on offecr, and sales were reccorded
at £4,0,0 per ton by auction and from £3.15,0 for medium to
£5.0,0 for choicc by private treaty.

Rates for the 2,119 bales of Tasmanian straw worce
unchanged at £5.0,0 to £5.10.,0 per ton.

Zellow maize in firm rcquest.

Roecivals of yecllow maize at Alcxandric during the
month consistcd of 3,686 bags from Quecnsland and 2,742 bags
from New South ‘lales contrcs. A firm rcquest prevailed throughout
a?d priccs rosc sharply, rcalisations being:- Quccnsland 5/1 to
6/2, Local - By privatc treaty 5/~ to 8/3, By auction 5/5 per
bushel, The 1,623 bags of Northorn Rivers ycllow maizc shipped
to Susscx Strect clearcd well at from 5/- to 6/- por bushel,

The 43 trucks of wheat railecd to Alcxandria met a firm
rcoucst and valucs were woell maintained at 5/5 to i/é pcr bushcl
at cuction and 4/5 to 4/6 by private troaty,

Of the 21 trucks of oats in position, portion was
disposed of by auction at from 2/4% to 3/2% por bushol, but tho
Price of the balance wcs not disclosod,

E;J‘L.G’.
====0000000====

The Sceretary, Department of Commorce, Canberra, advises
that, as a rcsult of ncgotiations, the British Ministry of Food
has agreccd to oxtond the contract for tho purchasc of Australian
€ggs to cover shipmonts for a further two months up to the ond
of Fobruary, 1941.

It is cstimatcd that 43,500 cascs (cach of 30 dozen)
Will be available for shipment in January and 24,500 cascs in
February,
====0000000==~~=




LA D
CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY

NGﬁMﬁL SALES OF FRUIT; MNCST VEGETABLES CLEAR WELL.

Normal tradi
In the fruit section.

Generally speaking, in the fruit section of the City
Merkets a normal volume of trade for the period of the year was
transacted. The number of varicties of apples avallable was limitecd
and thc pears on offer were, for the most part, Josephines from
Victoria. New season's chorrics, apricots and 1solated lots of
plums and peaches madc their appcarancc on the market.

Navel oranges dcaror;
veloneias scll well.

Business in the citrue scction was principally coentred
around oranges, and good sales of Navels were effected at advanced
prices. Towards thc closc of thc month supplics of local Navels
worc light, but fair cuantities of Victorian fruit worc still

arriving.

Owing to the practical completion of the Now South Walocs
crop of Navels, buycrs turncd their attention to Valconelas. Tho
quality of thesc oranges proved plcasing: business in sclected
counts was very satisfactory and up to 11/=- per bushcl was pald,
whilo at closing 10/~ was obtainable for best lines. Small fruit
was noglocted and stocks worc beginning to accumulatc. r

Apart from choicc cquality lots, thorc was a vory limited J
demand for lomons, small and inforior frult boing almost unsaloablo. |

The mandarins on offor werc small for the most part and
Such frult was difficult to disposc of; on the othcr hand, any
guality lots forward sold readily. There was steady inculry at )
highor prices for grapefruit throughout thc month.

Bananas hoavily suppliod.

Hoavior supplice of bananas werc forwoard from this Stato
gnd guoonsland. Dcomand gencrally was not very kocen and valucs
ocoded.

Good clcarancos of pincapplcs. |

Consigmments of pinecapplcs from Quecnsland approximated
26,000 cascs. Prices mostly ranged from 7/- to 10/- per tropical
fasc but on Friday, 18th Octcber, they rosc sharply, best lincs
Péalising 14/- to 15/-. This rate, however, was only maintainod
for a fow deys. Dcspite the lorge quantitics available cach wocek,
disposals werc good and stocks carriocd over betwecn consignments
Worc not heavy.

/ThOYC weeee
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Therce was good inquiry for papaws of quelity and best
packs rcalised to 12/- pcr tropical casc: medium to inferior
deseriptions worc availablc at much lower ratos.

Pagsionfrult rcalisc
high priccs,

Jith-only light supplics on offer, passionfruiﬁ priccs
advanced, 22/- por half-casc being paid for spoeials.

Choerry scason begins.

As usual, the first of the new scason's cherries to
recach the morket were from the Turramurra district; these werc
closoly followed by small consignments from Young and Lakesland.
The quality of the first lots was only fair and small fruit
predominatcd, Unfaced packs proved difficult to scll and had
to be cleared at low ratcs. Therc was Some improvement in size
and general quality towards the elosc of the month and ‘the ma jor
proportion recalised from 4/- to 5/- por cuartcr-casc.

Asricots roflect
2dversc con ons.

Tho coffccts of the dry conditions cxpericneed in
goastal orchards were roflcetod in the sizc of tho apricots

Submittod. Generally, dovelopment was poor and many lincs showed
wind damage, while the kocping qualitics of somc wore very limited.

-Iimitod scloction of apples.

Buyers found difficulty in procuring their rcquircements
of apples, as thorc was only a limited scloction, whilc choice
descriptions woro scarco. Loeal Granny Smiths sold rcadily and
up to 20/~ per bushcl was obtained. Demoerats also werc in favour,
and somc Yatcs from Victoria met o koen inquiry.

Jost vegotablos cloar woll.

... Apart from the hcavy supplics of pcas and cabbages availablo
il towards the closc of tho month, trading in vegotablos goner-
4lly was satisfactory and cloarancos woro good.

Smallor stocks of poas
28 compTction of Coastal crop.

" The market continued to recoive heavy consignments of
£°43 until about tho final wock of October, whon arrivals showed
_iﬁgﬂrkod deelino, brought about by the practical complction of
.%b\ Coastal crop. For thc most part, supplics worc only of mcdium
fh nforior grade and it was necossary to disposc of mony lots

s, oamnors, Stocks coming forward late in the month werc from
~i8nd districts, including thoe Murrumbidgoc Irrigation Arca; tho

/genoral ...
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- genoral cuality was much better and sales were readily coffceted
at firmer priccs.

Gosford district supplics
Pulk ol bcans on offcr.

The beans on offer compriscd mainly lots from the Gosford
district but a few small consigmmonts werc regcived from the
North Coast, whilst isolated lincs from local gardens werc
avellablc. Valucs fluctuated but mostly rcturns for choicc lincs
worc satisfactory; medium quality becans were plentiful latc in
the period, owing to the lack of moisturc in growing arcas. The
outlook for thc metropolitan crop 1s not promising, cxccpt where
growers havc access to wator othor than through the Metropolitan
Water, Scweragc and Drainagc Board's mains,

Cauliflowcr season cnds.

The cauliflower scason cnded abruptly as the few growors
in the County of Cumborland who had latc erops weorc foreed to
markct hurricdly to provent loss, thc latc September rains having
hastcned maturity.

Low prices for cabbages
irmcr closing tondency.

Growers of cabbages continued to accept low priccs for
this vegetable, but with rcduced supplics availablc latec in
Octobor tho markct had a firmor tendency., It was cxpected that
valucs would risc during thc cnsuing month, as the bulk of coastal
Crops was almost cut out,

Progrcssive doclinc in cuantitics
2, Priccs of tomatocs worc at comparatively low levels ecarly
in Octovor, owing to hcovy stocks and unscttled wcather conditions.
tor, howcver, the rccucst improved, valucs rosc appreciably and,
8% closing, high ratos rulod for all linos. Supplics wore forward
from Northorn and Southorn Quecensland but the quantities were
Eﬁcqming progrossively lighter, and it was oxpected that vory fow
20%s would be available in Novomber. Some particularly attractive
vacks worc roccived from the North Coast of Now South Wales and
theso so01g rcadlly. Considerable quantitics from this area wero
&rrlving and heavior consignments werc in prospecet. Glasshousc-
EP0Wn lots worec plontiful and growcrs of thcsec tomatocs reccived
€enerally good roturns for the greater part of the poriod.

RIMI
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WHOLESALE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES
IN SYDNEY (N.S.Y.) DURING OCTOBER, 1940, AND
CORRESPONDING FIGURZIS AT 3lst AUGUST, 1939.

The following table gives particulars of the range of -
prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State Marketing
Bureau in respezt of various commodities for the periods indicated:

Commodit October, 1940, 31lst August, 1939.
._——-I

From To
~ VWheat - Home Consumpt}onl ) y
' Bulk - per bushel 3/112d) 4 ch 2/4
| Bagged " i 4/224 ) Hakengad 2/5
~ Flour - per ton £10.7.2 £10.1.2 £6.12.3
) (plus 22.2.10 (plus £2.8.10 (plus £6.2.9
v tax) tax) tax)
. Bran - per ton £6.0.0 ) .. £4,5.0
" Pollarda " " £6.0,0 ) unchanged £4,5.0
';ﬂ$gs (hen) per dozen 1/2 unchanged 1/-
Butter -
Choice per cwt. 161/2 ) 161/2
First Quality " " 156/6 ) unchanged 156/6
~ Second " " v 151/10 ) 151/10
dﬁhgg:e -
- af per lb., 11d ) 114
Targe " o = 103q) unchanged . 10zd
Special Brands per 1b. 1/ 1/2 1/2
B 29th August, 1939
Pi; "
1gs (Abattoir Sales) N From To
Good to prime: per hea per head
Porkers - Extra 1light 25/6 40/~ 31/6 40/6
- - Light 34/6 45/6 39/6 44/6
g - Medium weight 40/6 56/6 43/6 51/6
_ - Heavy 52/6 61/6 50/6 54/6
Baconers 67/6 94/6 60/6 75/6
Backfatters £4.5.0 £11.0,0  £4.5.,0 £8.10.0

=

Note: The pig sales nearest to 31st August,1939,
were those held on 29th August, 1939,
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D VEGETABLES IMPURTED INTO NEW SOUTH WALES

BYMNDMSEA-SEPTEMR,

1940,

FRUTIT.
R Pineapples | Bananas ““0ther T Tomatoes |
STATE tropical tropical Fruit half-bushel TOTALS
3 cases. | cases | _ cases | __cases | packages
%
Queensland 23,478 8,010 8,789 361,791 202, 068
Victoria L 12 33,614 1,476 55,103
Tasmania - 108,792 - 108,792
Sth. Aust. - 2,831 - 2,831
{ West Aust. - 3,950 1,604 5,554
{ TOTALS | 23,479 | 8,022 | 157,976 164,871 ] 354,348
Note: X Als~ 7,449 trays Strawberries.
VEGETABLE S.
Fotatoes | Onions [3wedes |  Pumpkins  [Cucs. & | Other |
STATE Chillies | Vegs. TOTALS
Bags | Bags Bags Bags Tmms Cases _ | Pkges. Pkges . Tons
Queensland 255 214 - 5,468 |1,163| 6,121 |12,432 24,490 | 1,163
Victoria 35,198 16,8350 163 - - - 4,549 | 24,740 ~
Tasmania 117,324 - 2,527 - - - 3,049 122,900 -
Sth. Aust. 1,085 258 - - - - 13,817 | 15,160
West Aust. - - - - - - - -
TOTALS 121,862 17,302 2,690 |5,468 |1,165 6,121 33,847 187,290 | 1,163

-"[9_



/ISION OF MARKETING- DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. NSW.

F40°3 (pt.of )
82
| FISH |

GRAPH SHOWING ESTIMATED AVERAGE “SPREAD’ BRETWEEN THE
'RETURN TO THE FISHERMAN AND THE PRICE PAID BY THE CONSUMER.
DURING THE PERIOD

1sT. JANUARY, 1940~ 3018.JUNE  1940.

——MULLET
Booc, 50 1b.=38 Ib.cleaned.

*£1-0-3
= 6-39%1n,

MACLEAN
Clarence River

*tl-0-3

-6:391b %Z /fd?
& il ////%///z

WALLIS LAKE

X 11-11
=2:86%1b =2:86%Ib. \\\\&
4 6-0 & - ﬁkxs\-‘\&
=1-44%b, = |-4741p,

*6-1z

® - Retail Price (Consumer paid for cleaned whole fish)
X . Retailer paid (at City Municipal Markets)
4_ Net sales return to fisherman.

- Retailers Expenses and Profits.
- Fishermans Marketing Costs.
[ . Net sales peturn to fisherman.

# Retailers costs of cleaning, cartaqe,rent of shop, wages. wastaqe,
etc. to be deducted from this return .

% Fishermans costs of catching and other local costs to
be deducted from this return_

Gmpied_G.c, 6-1r-0.

Compriation checked. CK., 6-1/-40.

4

A A WATSON, |
Chifof Divsionof Marketing. |




