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MONTHLY MARKETING REVIEW

A miscellany of matters relating to the marketing
of primary products, at home and abroad.

Released during the second week of each month.

Issued by authority of the Minister for Agriculture _
and prepared under the direction of the Director of Marketing
in the State Marketing Bureau, Department of Agriculture,
New South Wales, Australia.

HIGHLIGHTS.

Chairman of Australian Meat Board asnnounces that British
Ministry of Food has agreed to purchase 249,000 tons
of Australian meat during the year commencing lst
October, 1940. This 1s 9,000 tons more than the
quantlty agreed upon for the previous year. Most
prices rcmain unaltered, but some classecs of meat
previously included have becn omitted from the now
contract.

Commonwealth Prices Commissioner announces that maximum
wholesale prices of now potatoes from the New South
Wales coastal crop will be dcelared cach Monday,
and will apply to all new potatoes whother sold by
auction or by privatc trcaty. Prices will be varied
only in accordancc with fundamcntal changes in
Supply. This action aims at stabilising prices and
ensuring regular deliverics.

As a rosult of threo storms in the latter half of
Soptember, a considerable arca of Now South Walcs
recolved bencficial falls of rain, partially
relieving the drought conditions, materially
assisting pasturcs and improving crop prospcects.
In many centres, howcver, the rocordings werc 'l
insufficiont, and generally further substantial
falls are nccessary.

Australian Primo Minister announccs that Governments
¢f Great Britaln and United States of Amcrica have
erranged for storage in U.S.A. of 250 million pounds
of Australian wool, ropresonting approximatcly ono-
quarter of thc currcnt scason's clip. This wool
fould represcnt a roescrve held by the United Kingdom
and would be purchased by the United Statcs in an
cmergency.
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- AGRICULTURE -
THE IMPORTANCE TO AUSTRALIA IN PEACE AND WAR TIME.

(Address by Hon. Major A.D. Reid, Minister for Agriculture,
New South Wales).

Country and city interests interdependent

At the outset I should like to emphasise that no one has
a greater appreciation than I have of the interdependence of the
various sections of the community. Manufacturers must have
customers and customers for manufactured gcods would be in serious
difficulties, if there were no factories. Similarly, farmers must
have markets and markets would be woefully insufficient in the
absence of secondary industries. The primary producer looks to the
great mass of people in the metropolis and other urban arcas as the
most valuable market for the product of his labours, while the
whole range of commercial enterprise in the capital and other
cities - menufacturers, importers, wholesalers, etc. - find a highly
profitable outlet in the country districts for the particular goods
they have to offor. The position of primary industries, however,
differs notably from that of secondary Industries in thoe sense that
the farmer must look for overscas as well as Australian markets,
wheroas overseas exports of the products of Australian sccondary
industries arc very light in volume. It is a truism that Australia
Pays her way with her oxports and it is significant that 96% of
Australia's exports consists of primary products.

Nearly onc-third of total production marketed overscas.

In peace time the nation's exportable surpluses of primary
commodities havo to bc sold on the world markots at prices over
ch he has no control, such prices boing based vioon competition
With various other countries, many of which onjoy considerable

advantagos ovor Austrelia by rcason of thecir proximity to the main
Purchasing centros.

The position is perhaps bost illustratod by refecrence to
official statistics rclating to Australiian production and overscas
trade, During the ten yoars onded 30th Junc, 1938, thc total valuo
of all Australian production, both primary and sccondary, averaged
£384, 000, 000 por annum, of which 69% was used within tho Commonwoalth
&nd tho remaining 31% exportod. This wmonas that Augtralia must find
&N overscas markot for noarly one-third of hor total production.

_ An analvsis of the figures relaling to Australian exports
over the same ten-year period reveals tha: the value of exports
g;ﬂrasaa nearly £120,000,000 per annum made up of approximately

15,000,000 for primary products and only 45,000,000 for sccondary
t uﬂﬁgiea. In other words, the Primary incdustries were responsible
OF 9 of the total exports from this Commonwealth,
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It will readily be secn from these figures that tho .
prosperity of the “ustralian people is to a very considerable
degree dependent upon the maintcnance of exports of primary products
ineluding wool, whoat, meat, butter, sugar, cggs and varlous other

commoditics.

Exports affoct whole cconomic structure.

Tt is only natural that if our primary producers roccive
satisfactory prices for a large volume of exported producc, this
rosults in an inercasc in thc goncral sponding power of tho men on
the land, cnabling them--

(a) to providc rural cmplovment:

(b) to make purchases of commoditics nccossary to
rural production, such as fertiliserse, bags,
machincry and other plant, ote.;

(¢c) to purchase grocerice, clothing and houschold
necossitics and catcer for their own and their
familics' desircs for othor than barc cssentials.

. This inecrcase in country spcnding powor is necossarily
roflected in the buoyvancy of our secondary industrics. Factory ownors
and employccs and activitics of all kinds - profcssional, distribut-
ive and others - arc benefitod. Increascd cmployment and genceral
a2ll-round advantagc to thc community arc the results. Country towns
diroctly bencfit and they in turn buy morc hcavily from city
business houscs. Transport facilities arc dircctly and matcrially
affectod. Then the oxports of primary products arc buoyant, our
railway systcems carry large cucntitics of primary producc from tho
country to the scaboard at normal rates and arc guarantcoed the back-
loading so osscntial to their prosperity in thc form of considorablc
Guantities of freoight from ports and manufacturing ccntroe to inland
towns and stations. Enhanced railway rovcnuo and groator cmployment
arc thus available,

In addition, theorc is morc work offcring for carricrs,
both in the city and country, and watorsidc workcrs, ships' provid-
orcs and others arc kopt morc fully occupiocd. Thoe cmploymont of this
Scction adds its sharc to tho goncral prosperity of thc country.

If, on thc other hand, there is a declinc in tho valuo of
our cxports, 96% of which, as alrcady statcd, arc primary products,
the first section to be adverselv affected is the primary producers.
Financial reverses suffered by them reflect themselves in the
economic structure of the whole community. Decreascd purchasing
Power with curtailment of spending and fear of uncmployment, all
tend to create a depressing ocffect which is noticeable in almost

all walks of life.

Depression follows fall in value of exports.

' The truth of thils 1s exemplifiod in the followins illus-
trations:- 9
/Th@ [ EEEERER]
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The peak of "post war” prosperity was reached in 1924/25
when the total value of our exports was nearly £150,000,000. The
next four years were also very satisfactory, exports averaging
over £140,000,000 per annum.

In 1929/30, however, our exports were only worth
£123,000,000. That yecr saw the start of the depression which
became acutc in the following year when exports fell to the low
figure of £90,000,000. The dcpression continued during the next
four years, cxports averaging only £108,000,000 & ycar. The
tremendous offect of such o huge fall in export valucs (from an
average of £140,000,000 for thc four yecars onding 1928/29 to
£90, 000,000 in 1930/31 - a differcncc of £50,000,000) needs no
stressing. Thc general wclfarc of the Australian peoplo retrogrcss-
ed alarmingly. To gquote onc cxample of this, lct us look at tho Now
South Wales basic wage; in Junc, 1927, this was £4.5.0 per weck,
whoreas in November, 1933, 1t was £3.6.6 por week,

The first rcsult of the catastrophic drop was sccn in tho
rcduced purchasing power of the primary produccr. In many thousands
of Instanccs farmors worc unable to moct commitments to the Crown,
to the Banks, to storckecpers, to impleoment manufacturers and to
the various othor agoncics through which thoy finance their
operations. The nct result was that producors werc compclled to
suspend paymonts and to rcstrict their purchascs to barc necessitices.
Country busincsscs languishcd and meny falloed cntircly, ordors for
supplics from thc cilty worc rcduccd to a minimum and unemploymont
in both city and country rosc to unproccdcnted levels.

Practical substantiation of what I have just sald is found
in the following examplos culled from officiecl rallwey statistics:-

(1) The Railway Dopartment's total carnings fell by 22% in
%ggg;g% and 23%% in 1931/32 comparcd with thosc of
o .

(2) Genoral merchandisc carried on thc Rallway systom
dropped by 30% cnd 31% in 1930/31 and 1931/32,
respectively, from the 1628/29 figurcs.

(3) Outward goods from Darling Harbour roproscnting
mainly purchascs by country centrcs sHowed 2
falling off of 37% in 1930/31 comparcd with
1928/29 and approximately 362% in 1931/32.

Thesc facts, I submlit, demonstretc beyond argument the
igmgﬁﬁely lmportant part which the primary producer plggg as a unit
o ¢ national cconomy and the debt which the community as a wholo
alga to thosc men who maintain primary production in the facc of
b the discouragomonts of poriodical and incvitablc bush fircs,

ughts, and cxcossive rains and the unavoidablo risks of
“Vourablc priccs lovels overscas.

/Unitod coeeees
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United Kingdom our best customer.

The United Kingdom has been Australiais best customer for
many years. Perusal of the table showing destlnations of Australia’
exports, excluding gold bullion, speciec and in matte, for the five
years ended 30th June, 1939, rcveals that the United Iin;dom
purchased approximately one-half of our exports. Other British
countrics have also provided sood markets aggregating from 106 to
15% of tho total: thus tho bulk, ranging from 60 in 1935/36 to
69%% in 1938/39,0f our exportablo produce has becn disposcd of
within the Empire. At the same timo a considerable trade with
foreign countrices has been built up, varving from 30z to 40. of
our total exports. The percentagc to any one forcign country was
not large: 145 to Japan in 1935/36 and ncarly 85 to Franco in
1938/35 worec the largest individual porecentages of our total
exports to 'foreign parts'! in tho five vears referred to.

Commodities exported.

The pastoral industry holds pridc of place in its
contribution to the value of Australia's cxports, the annual
avorage for the five vecars cnded 30th Junc, 139, having bcon
£49,000,000. In the samc poriod mcots contributod £10, 000, 000,
hides and skins £5,000,000 and tallow and lcathor £1,300, 000, or
& total from thec pastoral industry of ovcr £65,000,000.

During the samc poriod the annual valuc of whoat cxports
was £15,000,000 whilc flour oxports averaged £5,000,000. Buttor
also hold a promincnt position in thc cxport trade with an annual
average of £10,378,000., Sugar contributed £3,480,000, dricd fruits
§2,350,000, frosh fruits ncarly £2,000,000 and proscrved fruits
£1,073,000. Other primary products with apprceiable oxport totals
Wworo wino, with an average valuc of £044,000, oggs in shcll with
£868,000, milk and crcam with £807,000, chcosc with £609,000 and
barloy with £483,000.

Shipmonts of gold and othor mining products yicldod

ggggfogé?,ooo,ooo, whilc timbcr was rcsponsiblc for approximatecly

War-time contracts with tho British Governmcnt.,

i Australia and thoe other Dominions are playing a groat and
3 al part in the supply of food-stuffs to tho British Govornment
b;u‘ing the war. Following tho outbroak of hostilitios at tho
orginning of Scptombor, 1939, negotiations betweon reprosontatives
< 3% he British and Commonwecalth Governments werc initiatcd with a
= W to the purchase by Britain of Australia's exportablc surplus
2 various primary commodities. Mutually satisfoetory contracts
e arranged and it is estimated that the sales effected during
h; irst year of the operations of the contract werc worth
Pproximately £101,000,000. The estimated export volues in
Ustralicn currcney for the various items were :-

/’41001 " "o s 0w
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Yool e oo ois £54, 000,000
Butter ‘o e o 13,500, 000
Cheese .o ‘s se 1,150,000
Eggs o . .o 600, 000
Beef and Veal ‘b .o 4,500,000
Mutton .o oo .o 680,000
Lamb - Ey o 5,000, 000
Fork ‘s ‘s e 1,250,000
FEdible offals A . 380, 000
Sugar .o .o oo 5,500,000
Lead .o e e 3,000,000
Zinc .o .o o 800, 000
Copper .o y.» oo 380, 000
Dried Fruits 2 .im 1,700,000
Canned Fruits > e 1,100,000

‘Theat and other purchases
by United Kingdom, say s % 8,000, 000
Total:- £101, 540,000

Sales were on an f.,o.b, basis, the United Kingdom
arranging the transport reculred.

As Great Britain had to consider the provision of shipping
Space from the angle of items most urgently needed for both food and
munitions and had also to pay regard to the availability of stocks
from other sources, some of Australia's products had to be omitted
from the contracts. Chief of our cxports to be adversely affoccted
werc wheat and fresh fruits.

Iith regard to wheat, an initial sale of 56, 000, 000
bushels of wheat and 150,000 tons of flour (the latter equivalent
to 7,000,000 bushcls of wheat) was made by the Australian “heat
Soard to the British Government. Shipping difficulties and the
proximity of other British Empirc shcat supplics have unavoidably
militated against larger clcarances of Australian stocks undor
war-timc conditions on thc high socas.

War-time agriculturc, of coursc, prcscnts difficultics
not usually associated with pcace-time operations. In order that
the nation's resources may be marshalled to allow of a maximum
contribution to the Empirc's supplics of foodstuffs, markoting, at
all times important, has assumed a placc of paramount significance
in the country's organisation. Action has thcrcforc beon taken
gndor the National Sccurity Act to sot up Commonwcalth Boards with
tate Advisory Committccs to handlc tho main primary products such
&8s wool and wheoat. Whero statutory control or coffcetive co-operation
zxiatod in other industrios, ©.g., butter, mecat and oges, action was
r&kon to co-ordinate the work of thesc bodlce and this hes groatly
acilitated tho nogotiations with the British authoritics. It
bo apprcciatod that controlled markoting of cssontial primary
Products is a nocessary roguisitc in tho Commonwoelth's war coffort.

/EffGOt LR B A
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Effect of war extension.

The extension of the war during the last few months to
such countries as Denmark and Holland, has resulted in the complete
elimination of exports to the United Kingdom from those countries
and this may have an important bearing on several of our own
primary industries. During the year 1938, Great Britain imported
from Denmark butter to the value of £13,000,000, eggs £4,600,000
and bacon almost £16,000,000. From Holland during the same year
buttor imports werc valued at £3,466,000, chees¢ £417,000, cggs
£2,699,000 and meat £2,521,000. The questioh as to what proportion
of this trade can be sccured by Australia is, of course, depondent
to a large extent upon the availability of shipping. It appears
certain that the Commonwecalth is likely, subject to the contingoney
mentioned, to increcasc her exports in thc commodities which wore
proviously secured by the Unitcd Kingdom from the countries which
are now under cnemy domination. We have a concrotc examplc of such
increascd trade possibilitics in the action of the British Govorn-
mont in recontly agrecing to takc the whole of Australia's estimated
cgg surplus. That surplus, this scason, comprisecs 412,000 cascs and
if a greoator quantity is availablc it will bo accepted.

I think the facts I havo mcntioncd demonstratc the immense
valuc of the primary industrics to Australia and I fool 1t will bo
appreciatod that the maintenance of rural production and exports is
of the first importancc, not only in war timec but in timos of poace.

It 1s, therefore, discouraging to hear the criticism not
infrequently levelled at the Government beeausc of assistance to
primary industrics. Much of this criticism results from want of
thought or lack of understanding of tho facts but it is nevertheless
to be doplored. It 1s poerfoctly truc that, over a poriod of years,
both Federal and Statc Governmonts have utiliscd considcrable sums
of moncy in cnabling growers to survive criscs but I submit that
& proper examination of the circumstances will prove in cach casc
that thc monoy was justifiably and woll spont and that the action
taken has ro-acted favourably not only to primary producers but to
the pcople of Australia as a wholc.

I commoncod my remarks with a statoment as to tho intor-
dopondonce of the city and country intorcsts. At this eritical
hour in our history I trust that rccognition of this undoubtcd fact
will become universal and that thoro will bo co-oporation as never
beforc between thesc two great interosts.

~===0000000~=~~

a1 Flgures compiled by the Rice Marketing Board of New South
tho soodow that production on the Murrumbidgec Irrigation Area for
Lo 1939/40 scason totalled 34,830 tons of paddy ricoc from 24,120
Cres. This reproscnted a considerable decroase on the record
Production of 52,031 toms in 1938/39; the soason was stated to have
Cn a most difficult ono, owing chiefly to adversc woeather

Conditions. 3
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PHYSICAL FEATURES, PRODggTION AND GENERAL DESCRIPTION
THE
SOUTH WESTERN SLOPE STATISTIC..L DIVISION NO,10
OF NE SOCTH WALES

Introductory.

From time to time there have appeared articles relating
to the physical features, production, etc., of Statistical Divisions
No. 1 (North Coast), No. 2 (Hunter-lManning), No. 3 (Metropolitan),
No. 4 (South Coast), No. 5 (Northern Tableland), No. & (Central
Tableland), No. 7 (Southern Tablcland), No. 8 (North Yestcrn Slope)
and No. 9 (Contral '/estcrn Slopo). In similar fashion Statistical
Division No. 10 (South Wostorn Slopc) is revicwed: thls arca
compriscs one of the favourcd soctions of Nocw South Wales and is
particularly notablc for its wool and wheat production.

Boundariecs.

The South Western Slopc Statistical Division, according to
the 0fficial Year Book of Now South "lalecs, covers an arca of 17,561
squarc milcs. It is boundocd on thc north by thc southern boundar-
ios of the Contral Vestorn Slope and Central Plain Divisions, a
surveyocd linoe runmning from a point slightly west of Goolagong (on
the Lachlan River) in a gonorally wostorly dircction through Lake
Cowal to a point about 13 milos west of Noradhan.

In the west, this division adjoins the Rivorina, the
boundary line running altcrnatcly south and cast to thc north of,
and thus excluding, Rankin Springs, Kamareh and Ardlethan, to thce
Malebo Rango, which 1t follows to within a short distanco of North
Jagga Wagga. A wostorly deviation takes in a strip of country of
some 600 squarc milcs to the west of Wagga Yagga. Then the boundary
goes In a gonerally southorly dircction to thc wost of Mangoplah,
Pullctop and Holbrook; noxt a westerly bend skirts Gorogory and
Burrumbuttock and, finally, at thc Goombargana Crcok, the boundary
linc turns south and moots thc¢ Murray Rivor ubout midway botweon
Howlong and Corowa (Riverina).

The Murray and Indi Rivers, which constitute the southern
boundary, also separate the States of New South Wales and Victoria
in this region.

S On the east the South Yestern Slopc is divided from the
outhern Tablecland by the Snowy Mountains, thc Munyang Range, the
Yarrangobilly Range, the Goodradigbeec River, a short bond of the
th rumbidgee River, the Bowning Hill Range, thc Limestonc Crock and
- € Boorowa River. In the north-cast the subjcet division is
Cparated from the Contral Teblocland br thc upper rcachcs of the
. chlan River, the Battory Range, thc Illunic Range and the Bong
dgng Creck; thc boundary thon runs in a gonerally northorly
rection, being demarcatod by various ranges such as the Crowthor
and Broula, to point of commoncemont.
/Physical eceeon..
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Phrsical features, soil and climate.

The south-eastern corner of the division has been
denominated by geologists the "Roof of Australic", as containing .
the ridge from which the Continent falls on the eastern side
abruptly to thec Paciflie Ocean, and on the westorn by a gradual
fall which reaches a lovel of plain strctching to the shores of
the Indian Oceun.

The physical foaturcs of the differcnt scetions of the
South liestern Slopc vary considerebly. The norc casterly portions,
particularly thosc of thc Boorowa-Iardcn, Tumut and Tumbarumba
localitics, includo much high, rough, stccp and mountainous land,
but procecding westward this is rcplaced by hilly country intor-
spersed with rich river flats. About Young, Cootamundra, Junce,
Jagge Vagga and Albury the country is mostly undulating, with
ranges of hills and stony ridgcs but no mountains. Tho western
parts, such as thosc surrounding ‘lralong, Temors and furthor
inland, arc mainly undulcting to flat.

The arablc solls rangc from light sandy types to hcavy
pug clay. Patchcs of light sandy, light loam mallce country occur
in thc north-western arcas, such as Nauradhun. Light friablc loams,
principally of gronitic and basaltic origin, constitutc a large
percentage of thc soils from Boorowa to Juncc. Medium to hecavy
loams arc found in thc “Jralong, Ariah Park and Temora districts.
and honvy clay loams arc also in covideonec. IHeavy pug clay occurs
in various placos, being predominant in the Bland and cround Bimbi.
Alluvial and somi-alluvial solls of varying depth, texturc and
fertility are found along the river and ercck frontages. Volecanie,
basaltic and diorito soils occur in the Gundagal and Tumut
districts. A rcd cluyoy loam with a docp clavey subsoil is o
fcaturc of much of the Wagge Yagsa locazlity, whilst tho soils of
the Albury scctor vary o good deal, being derived from granitc,
slato and basalt.

Climatically, also, & wide variation is noticcablc: The
more elovated arcac eoxporicnec temperatc summers and rother cold
wintors, usually with snow on the highlunds, and have higher
rainfalls, the averagc at Tumbarumba being in the vieinity of 38
inchos per annum, Further inland, the summors arc hot and dry,
Wwhilo thc wintors arc deseribed as cold and bracing, with frequont
frosts; horc the rainfall averages about 26 inches por vear. Tho
north-westorly scetor is somcwhat hottor and drier, and has an
avorage rainfall of 173 inches.

Arca _and population.

108 Refercnee to the Noew South Vialos Statistical Register for
8/39 shows thut 15 Shircs and 9 Municipalitics, with an aggregato
arca of 11,239,000 acres arc ineluded in the South Westorn Slopc
division. oOf this total arca, 8,714,000 acrcs crc alicnated whilst
1,4 acrcs arc hcld undor lcases of various kinds from the

/orown .......
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Crovn. Holdings of one acrc and upward number 8,086, of which
5,917 arc uscd for Agriculturc and Grazing, 1,892 for Grazing
only, 870 for Agriculturc only, 442 for Agriculturc, Duirying
and Grazing, 300 for Dairving only, 224 for Dairying and Grazing,
157 for Dairying and Agriculfurc, 32 for Poultry, Becs, Pigs, cte.,
and 252 Unoccuploed or uscd for othor purposcs. In tho sccson
1938/39 the arca under crops comprised 1,541,000 eercs, whilst
259,000 acrcs werc undor sown grasscs and 877,000 acrcs of fallow
were ploughod and worked. Noorly half of the total arca of this
division is sald to be suitablc for cultivation.

The South Vestorn Slope is the most dienscly settled of
the Slopes divisions, the population at the 1933 ccnsus boing
116,118 porsons, a gain of just over 20,000 sincc the previous
consus 1in 1921 the Government Statistician cstimatecs that ot
Slst Deccmber, 1939, the inhabitsnts numbcrod 121,560, rcprcescnting
a further inecrcasc of over 5,000. Thc largest towns, with the
population figurcs at ond of 1932 shown in parcnthescs, arc:=-

Wagee Yagga (13,120), Albury (11,630), Cootamundre (4,920), Juncc
(4,370), Young (4,370), Tomorc (4,340), Murrumburrch (2,740),
Grenfell (2,660) and Boorowa (1,590).

Grazing - thc outstanding primary industry.

Although usually thc numbors arc about cqual to those
carricd in thc Rivcerina Division, at thc moment thorc arc morc
shoup in this scetion than in any other statistical division of tho
Statc, nearly 6 millions being decpastured in scason 1238/39. Tho
great bulk compriscs medium woolled merinos but substantial
numbers of cross-brods arc utiliscd for fat lamb production. This
latter Industry has attained considorable dimcnsions, this being
one of the main producing arcas of Now South lales. The advantages
offercd by this division for faot lamb raising in sultablc arcas arc
assured scasons, soundncss of the country cnd its rcady rcsponsc to
Supcrphosphatc and its suitcbility for introduccd grasses.

Important wheat-growing aroca.

_ Wheat-growing is widcsproad, the South Wostorn Slopc
usually ranking sccond to the Riverina in this industry, and, on
Occasions, surpascing that division in total vicld. According to
the New South alcs Statistical Rogister, thoe South Wostorn Slopo
Produccd 14,470,317 bushcls of wheat in tho 1938/39 soason (noarly
SnO‘quartcr of tho Statc's total) from 1,026,724 acros, an average
7icld of 14.1 bushols per aerc. Tho largost sourecs of production
Zore tho Bland, Narrcoburra, Yoddin, Burrangong, Illabo and Mitcholl
5 ¥co. In addition, 149,043 aercs of wheat werc sown for hay,
v2elding 190,008 tons. Some 2,231 acres of whoot wore utiliscd for
&€rcen foddep purposcs.

ok Oats arc an important sceondary crop, boling rather
Xtonsively grovm for grain, hay and greon food. In 1938/39, tho
ggodug;ion amountcd to 1,839,006 bushcls of grain from 119,850
acrof.'und 148,341 tons of hay from 131,735 acros, whilst 24,796
*8P0S of oats woro uscd as green fodder.

/Considérable ........
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Considcroble cuantitics of maize arc produccd, mainly
from the rich river flats around Tumut and Gundagai. In tho above-
mentionod scason (which was an adversc onc for this crop),

27,854 bushcls werc obtained from 2,773 aercs, and a further
1,625 acros werce sown with maizc for grocn fcod for livestock.

Extcnsive lucornc ficlds.

Lucernce (alfalfa) is cultivatcd rathor cxtonsivecly, more
cspoeially for grazing purposes; in 1938/39 thc arcc consilsted of
10,551 acres for hay, from which 11,789 tons were cut, and '¢8,106 acres
for grccn food, this lattor acrcage rceprcecscenting morce than onc-
fifth of thc total grown for this purposc in New South Vales.

Somc tobacco is produccd at Tumut; 54 cwts. of lcaf were
harvistod from 9 aercs in tho 1938/39 scoson, but norm:1ly a
greater acrcage ls plantcd.

Othor crops, such as barley, rvc, millet, cte., also
reccive attontion, the acrcages and yiolds in 1938/39 bcing: -

Arca Yicld
Barley - Grain - Malting 1,739 acros 28,998 bushcels
: s~ Othor 1,861 " 18,837 ¢
‘ - Hay 209 " 336 tons
i - Grecn Food 1,045 -
REO - Grain 3,921 : 57,809 bushcls
- Bay 223 220 tons
-2 - Grecn Food 313 © -
Broom !Mllet 1,250 w (Fibro 4,203 cwt.

(Grain 1,314 bushels.

Rape, Sorghum, Millct,ctec.,
for Grecn Food 2,609 !

Limited vegctoble production.

al y Although potatocs arc not grown as cxtensively in the
outh ostorn Slopc as in cortain other divisions, fairly substant-

1al cuantitics of high cuclity tubors arc morketcd each year, par-

géc arlyr from Batlow, and, to a less degreo, from Tumbarumbe. In
98/3¢ scason 1,982 tons of potatocs worc obtzlned from 621 acrcs.

A% The chicf vegotable production is thot of market gardens
5 the vicinity of tho largoer towns, and in 1938/39 therc werc 254
0%;08 of thesc, from which producc valucd at £9,429 was obtaincd.
“Oer commercicl vegetable cultlvation concisted of:-
132 acres of peas and beans, yielding £623 worth., |
26 ' " %tomatocs, . 5,652 half-casos,

58 " U sumpkins and mclons, 119 tons.
94 " v Br er root crops, =~ 266 tons.

(To be continucd)
-===0300000====~
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SALES OF LIVESTOCK AT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

SHEEP AND PIGS MOSTLY DEARER: CATTLE PRICES SOAR.

Reduced numbers of sheep and lambs offered.

Although fairly heavy supplies of sheep and lambs were -
available at the Homebush Saleyards during the early part of
September, there was a marked decrease in the numbers coming
forward towards the close of the month, yardings declining from
54,305 head on one sale day to 24,193 head at the next. Aggregate
pennings were 394,075 head, or some 34,046 below the total for
August. Shearing operations have tended to reduce the numbers
of sheep submitted, while the heavy yardings of lambs over the
past few months have affected supplies availablc in country ccntres.
Thus, until the main body of the new season's sucker lambs is fit
for market, a continuation of the light offerings may be oxpected.
Useful falls of rain in many districts have materially improved the
pastoral outlook, and pastures should benefit apprecciably, cnabling
graziers to hold many of the plain to medium classes of stock for
fattening.

Moderate representation of quality sheop.

As 1s usual at this period of the Tear, shorn shcop
compriscd by far the larger proportion of the ponnings, and the
offering of full-woolled descriptions was limited. Thore was quite
& nice showing of good to prime quality shecp of drcssod weights
ranging from 46 1lb. to 56 1lb., whilc occasional lincs of oxtra
heavy shcep werc available. Light weight sheop of cquality werc not
SO numorous, thosc on offor being mostly of fair to good trade
gradc, while some oxcceptionally plain aged animals werc submitted.

rown sheop worc scarce, Soptember offerings totalling 119,493 as
against 125,078 hoad during the provious month. The greater part

of the yarding agaln consisted of wothoers. Ewcs were lightly

supplicd and mostly werc aged and lacking in condition; nevertheoless,
Somo lots of attractive light to heavy animals werc availablo.

Market for sheop closcs strong.

o Although at the first salc hold in Soptomber values of
9Cp werc up to 1/- per head better, subscquent auctions were
?igkod by a much cheapor tondeney, opcrators sccuring mutton at
thoos which mostly wore from 1/- to 2/- per hoad lower. During
tfinal weok, however, the light consignmonts promoted a
g%r icularly active demand, and prices for practically all gradecs .
omgu:ton rosc- sharply by, on an average, from 3/- to 5/- por hoad.
Balox ng;cg;éog oi t%o Sp;?ad ggtwoon roalisetions at the opening
3 -septembcr who
e ey givgn §01§w:- n rates worc lowest, and at the closing

A consignment of nice trade shorn wothers, wol
8Pproximatoly 46 ib., sold at tho opening salcs at i4/7 cach,

/equivalont «.....
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SALES OF LIVESTOCK AT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

SHEEP AND PIGS MOSTLY DEARER:@ CATTLE PRICES SOAR.

Reduced numbers of sheep and lambs offered.

Although fairly heavy supplies of sheep and lambs were
available at the Homebush Saleyards during the early part of
September, there was a marked decrease in the numbers coming
forward towards the close of the month, yardings declining from
54,305 head on one sale day to 24,193 head at the next. Aggregate
pennings were 394,075 head, or some 34,046 below the total for
August. Shearing operations have tended to reduce the numbers
of sheep submitted, while the heavy vardings of lambs over the
past few months have affected supplies availablc in country cecntres.
Thus, until the main body of the new season's sucker lambs is fit
for market, a continuation of the light offerings may be oxpected.
Useful falls of rain in many districts have materially improved the
pastoral outlook, and pasturcs should benefit appreciably, cnabling
graziers to hold many of the plain to medium classes of stock for
fattening.

Moderate representation of gqualitr shocp.

As 1s usual at this period of the Tear, shorn shcop
comprised by far the larger proportion of the ponnings, and the
offering of full-woolled descriptions was limited. Thore was quite
& nice showing of good to primo quality shecp of drcssod weights
ranging from 46 1b. to 56 1lb., whilc occasional lincs of oxtra
heavy shoep werc available. Light weight shoop of quality werc not
SO numorous, thosc on offor being mostly of fair to good trade
grado, while somc oxceptionally plain agod animals werc submittod.

rown shoop worce scarce, Soptembor offerings totalling 119,493 as
against 125,078 hecad during the provious month. The greater part

of the yarding again consisted of wothers. Ewes woro lightly
Supplicd and mostly werc aged and lacking in condition; nevertheless,
somoe lots of attractive light to hoavy animals werc availablo.

Market for shoop closcs strong.

ok Although at the first salc hold in Scptomber values of
maeﬁp werc up to 1/- por hoad bettor, subscquent auctions were
rag ed by a much cheaper tondc ey, opcrators scecuring mutton at
thﬂoa which mostly wore from 1/- to 2/- por hoad lowor. During
final weok, however, the light consignments promoted a

ggrticularlr active demand, and prices for practically all gradcs |
somgu:ton rosc- sharply by, on an average, from 3/- to 5/- por hoad.
i ngicgzéogeggetgo ssﬁgzdf:gtwcon ro?lisations at the oponing

s - mber €8 wore lowest, a > ;
auctions, is glven below:=- o R o

A consignment of nicc trade shorn wethers, wolghin
aPPPOXimatoly 46 1lb., sold at the opening salcs at i4/7 gﬁih?
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equivalent to 33d por lb., while a lino of heavy shorn wethers,
drossing about 58 1lb., was disposed of at 15/10 per head, bolng
worth 3d per 1lb. About mid-September, nice trade shorn wethors
wore obtained for 3%d por 1b.; this lot drcssed approximately

44 1b. of mutton and realisod 12/2 oach., On the same day, extra
heavy shorn wethors, weighing about 60 1lb., cost 2zd per 1b. and
sold at 12/10 por head. Towards the closo of the period, a draft
of good trade shorn wothers weighing approximately 40 lb. made
424 por 1b., solling at 15/- por hoad, whilo good heavy shorn
wethers of about 52 1b. woight roaliscd 19/3 each or the
oquivalent of 4d per 1b. notable foaturc of the strong
market at thc cnd of tho month was the oxcecllent price obtalned
for heavy weight mutton, which in quite a fow instances made as

much per pound as light.

About the bost realisation during the month was that
for a consignmont of full woolled merino wothers, which sold to
30/- per head. However, average ratcs for woolled shcop were
from 22/- to 27/- per hoad. Shorn wothers madc to 21/- cach but,
for tho most part, wero disposed of at from 12/~ to 18/-. Although
the general quality of the cwes was not conducive to high prices,
somc of tho best woolly lots brought 22/- each; shorn descriptions
sold at from 10/- to 16/- por hoad, according to woeight and
quality, with od¢ linos making up to 18/-. IIloin ~»? “Inferior
classos woro obtzincd at rolativecly lower priccs,.

At tho poriod of highest pricos, hecavy wethor mutton
cost from 3%d to 43d and light 44 to 4zd per 1lb,, but for tho
greator part of tho month operators paid from 2id to 3%id and
32d to 3% per 1lb. for hoavy and light wethers, rospoctively.
Ewos madc as much as 43d por lb. but bg"gar the larger proportion
sold at from 224 to for hoavy and 2%d to 33d por_ lb. for
light. Genorally spoaking, mutton prices wero from #d to gd por
1b. highor at the end of Scptombeor than during the opening sales,
whilec on many linos of owes and some of tho wothors the actual
galn was as much as 1lzd per 1lb.

Lightor offorings of lambs.

In comparison with the hoavy yardings of the previous
month, ponnings of lambs during Septomber wero approciably
lightor, totalling 274,582 hoad or some 30,000 below tho August
aggregate. Suckor lambs wore well supplied, with old or summor
lambs modorately reproscnted., Tho quality gonerally was fairly
:ntiafactory and somo oxcceptionally finec types of suckers were

ncluded, thoso no doubt being from contrcs whero stock worc

gun on improved pastures, and supplomontary fecoding was rosorted
0. Light to medium weight suckers werc by far the most numerous;
gﬂvortheleas, somo drafts of good to prime hcavy types worc
O;ailahlo, whilo odd lots of very hoavy old lambs werc noticod.
orrg:caaions, somc plain and vory light weight suckors worc on

/Improvod sovee
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Improved realisations for lambs.

Throughout most of the month, the better grades of
lambs and suckers were in good request, and at times higher
rates were secured. Values of medium to plain lambs, however,

enerally tended to weaken, and frequently light plain lambs,

essing under 20 1lb., and unsuitod to export requiremcnts, sold
at rather low levcls,., In comnon with the sheop markot, smaller
supplics towards the end of thc month considerably stimulated
demand, so that prices for lambs genorally rose from 1/6 to 2/6
per head, the incrcasc being most marked in the valucs of the
better class of suckors. Various phascs of thc month's operations
1nltho lamb soction arc illuctratod by the following actual
salcs:-

Early in Scptomber, a consignment of good trado suckcrs
of nico shapc and finish, drossing approximatcly 33 lb., madce
21/6 cach or 62d por 1b., and hoavior lambs weighing 38 1lb. sold
on thoe same day for 23/8 per head, the cquivalcent of 6d por 1b.
Later in the period, a 1linc of nicc quality lambs, cstimated to
woigh 38 1b., rcalisod 22/6 cach or 5%d por lb. Towards thc ond
of the month, a draft of good cxport lambs, weighing about 42 1b.,
brought 26/4 pcr hcad or 6id per 1b., whilo good trade suckors,
of approximatcly 32 1b. dressod weight, cost 23/4 cach, cquivalont
to 7§d por lb.

Recallsations for quality lambs goncrally must be
?ogardod as good, as at timos up to 29/- por head was obtuinod.
‘Average priccs, howevor, ranged from 20/~ to 26/- cach, according
to woight, whilc modium to plain gradcs brought from 8/- to 18/-,

Atltho poriod of peak pricos, becet light suckors made
&8 much as 73d por lb. but mostly rates worc from 6d to 62d. _
Although best cuality hcavy lambs and suckers cost as high as 63d
per 1lb., thc larger proportion sold at from 53d to 6id, according
to wolght and finish.

Wholosale rmutton and lamb dearcr.

In kocping wlth the strong closing ratcs of the markots,
therc was o substantial inercase in tho avorage priccs of all
grades of rutton and lamb sold and delivorcd to rotail butchers!
shops from the Motropolitan Mcat Industry Cormissioncr’s Depot

at Homobush Bay, tho advancc being from 2d to 1d for rutton and

q

from zd to £d por 1lb. for lamb,

Smallor consignments of cattlo. |

% Although consignrionts of cattlc during Scptermber wore
ogmggkably uniforn so far 28 numbers were concorncd, tho aggrogate
n »810 hoad was light whon comparcd with the total of 22,675
0ad yardod during the corrcsponding month of 1939, Ponnings in
storc scetion worc also limited, totalling only 1,018 hocad for
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nine salo days. Adverse scas¢nal conditions were largely
rosponsiblc for the roducod offerings as thc beneficial rain
roceived towards thc ond of Soptember has, as yet, had no cffcet
on supplics or on the quality of thc stock coming forward,

Despite the gencrally poor grade of cattlc submitted,
the yardings usually ineluded a small percontage of primc animals,
whilst frequently a falr proportion could bc classcd as good
trade standard. Howcver, thc numbers of quality boasts weroc
insufficiont for buyeors' reoquircments.

Heavy becf scarcc.

Bullocks continued in very limitcd supply, despitc the
receival of approximatcly 1,000 head from Quecnsland. For tho
most part, those offcrcd compriscd lightwcight descriptions of
fair to good trade quality. Mcdium and hecavy weight types wero
scarco; novertheoless, soveral drafts of surprisingly well
conditioncd extra hecavy bullocks were auctioncd during tho month.
Although competition for the last mcntioned class of bocf was
rostricted, priccs ranged botwoen £21 and £23 per hcad. Compared
with the closing market in August, during carly Septomber valucs
of light and medium weights doelined about 2/=- per 100 1b.,
quotations for good to prime gradc being 40/- to 44/- for modium
and 41/- to 44/- for light. Subscquently, however, prices improvod
and by the final weok had morc than rccovercd. On the last sale
day in Scptember, valucs rcached the highest level recorded for
@ considerable timo, ratos being:- Hoavy 41/- to 46/-, Modium 45/-
to 47/~ and Light 47/- to 49/« por 100 1b. Onc of thc best sales
on this ocecasion was that of a linc of good trade Shorthorn
bullocks cstimated to wolgh 630 1b., which rcaliscd £15.11.0 per
head, cquivalent to 49/- por 100 1b.

Modoratc yardings of steors.

Although stecrs werc bettor supplicd than bullocks,
consignments werc only moderatc and mainly consisted of falr to
good tradc deseriptions. Drafts of prime animals worc difficult
to sccurc and usually mct a vory kcon demand. During carly salos
primo light stoecrs woro worth to 49/- por 100 1b. Lator,
Quotations roso to 52/-, and remaincd at that lovel until tho
final sale, when a furthor inercasc was noticcable and priccs for
good ;0 p{égﬂlﬁteora, covering all weights, ranged from 48/- to

- Or A

Uneven truckings of cows.

b Truckings of cows again fluctuatod to a marked degrec,
Oth as to numbers and tho relative proportions of light and heavy

wolghts offorod. Somc of the consignmonts ineluded a fair

ggrcontago of good trade animals, as woll as odd lots of primec

2 a8ts, but quality gonorally was only medium. A1l gradcs of cows
gain sola particularly wcll, quality sorts rcalising, for tho
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most part, to 42/- per 100 1b. for both light and heavy welghts,
although occasionally the former were a little dearer. On the
final sale day, rates advanced in sympathy with those for other
classes of beef and up to 45/- per 100 1lb. was obtained. '

Smaller supplies of heifers.

Although the numbers of heifers penned were below those
of the previous month, quality showed little variation. For the
most part, offerings consisted of light weight types of fair to
good trade standard and only odd lots of prime grade were notlced.
Steady but high priccs prevailed for most of Scptember and
quotations ranged from 42/- to 48/- per 100 1lb. for good to primo
quality, covering all grades of wcight. At the closing auction,
however, rates varving from 45/- to 51/- werc rccorded.

Enhancced values for voalers.

For the most part, vealcrs worc fairly well supplied,
but usually the pcrcentage of cuality animals avallablc was small.
Although all grades of wcight worc rcprescntod, medium welght
beasts predominatcd. Except on one salc day, valucs werc well
maintained during the first half of tho period, and good to prime
quellity was gquotecd at from 50/~ to 56/- per 100 1lb. Tho markct
was even doarcr during the latter half of September and closing
rates ranged from 55/- to 60/-.

Cattlc priccs soar.

Although high pricecs ruled during August, gencrally durlng
Septomber the market was coven better from the viewpoint of tho
produccr. However, only rclativcly fow producers arc rcaping the
benefit of thc cnhanced valucs.

Penninga of pigs woll maintained.

Numbors of pigs auctionecd during Scptembor, 1940, showod
a further slight incrcasc and totalled 7,316 hcad, of which 3,929
were received by rail. Private sales in the lMetropolitan Arca
aggregatod 2,926 hcad, or slightly lcss than thosc for August.

Suality porkers in light supply.

Porkors werc well supplicd throughout the poriod, but
ggality genorally was very disappointing, only a small porcontago
tho offorings being of prime gradc. All weight classcs worc

reprosonted and the yardings gencrally inecluded & noticcable

Proportion of small store pigs, as wcll as hoavier animels of

gorkor weight but in storc condition. Medium quality stores mot

atVEPY restricted demand, as roccntly the market has becon over-

1n0§#ed with this typc. On the other hand, well-bred storcs were

=2 een requecst and at times the fecders werc preparcd to pay moro
* thom than tho butchers were offering for ocuality porkers of

J8ImIlar ceeseans
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similar wecight. Values of hecavy pGﬂEébﬁ'Wcre wcll maintained and
prime pigs dressing 90 1b. rangod in pricc from 57/6 to 50/6 por
hcad, On thce whole, however, inquiry for light porkers was not
quitc so good and pricos of 60 1b. animals varicd from 40/6 to
43/6 por hoad. On a drcsscd woight basis oxtra light porkers
worc worth to 94 per lb. on the two final salc days, thc lowest
lovel sincc July, 1939.

Keon inquiry for light baconors.

Therc was a moderatc number of baconcrs available on
cach salec day, tho offoringe including both light and hecavy
doscriptions. Although fair trade sorts prcdominatod, a noticoable
proportion was of princ gradc. Baconors continucd in firm request,
espoeially towards the closc of tho poeriod, when valucs of light-
welght classos worc thc highcst rccorded sincc lst November, 1938.
Early in Septombor, ratcs for quality hecavywcight baconors,
dressing 150 1b., rosc to 91/6 cach (7d por 1b.) and woro
maintained at this level for the rcmaindor of the month. Light
baconcrs of good tradc quality, dressing 100 1lb., ranged in
pricc from 63/6 to 67/6 por hcad or 83d per 1lb.

5 It is understood that tho_ aquotation for baconors sold
"ovor the scale" was unchanged at 63d per 1b.

Backfattors 1lightly suppliocd.

The porccntage of backfattors penned was ageln rather
small and primc descriptions werc difficult to sceurc. A fair
proportion, howover, was of fazir to good tradc standard. ‘hilce
most of thc pigs worc of light to modium weight, a nmumber of
hoavy to oxtra hecavy animale was noticocd during the perilod.
Pricos showod morked fluctuations but, on thc whole, worec better
than thosc obtained during August. On the socond s:clc dey valucs
rosc up to 25/- por hecad, only to fall 10/= to 15/- per head at
the following markct, whon cuotations on a per 1lb. basis werc

%d to 52d for good to primc pigs drcssing 200/350 1b. and 43d
to 53d for thosc drcssing 350/500 1b. and ovor.

Valucs mostlg dearor.

The markot gencrally may be considered o vory satisfact-
ory one for the producers, oxecpt whorc lightweight pigs were
concorned. It may also be rogarded as rnore favourablc than that
of the corrcsponding poriod of 1939, as all classcs oxccpt light
porkers worc doarcr, dospite the fact that supplics worc much
1iShtor during 1839. Tho ccnsistently large consignments of
EhEB of porker weight from country centrcs probably accounts for

¢ lower pricos ruling during Scptomber, 1940, for the lighter
animals; hoavy porkors maintained rolatively high valucs in
Sympathy with baconcrs.

----OODOOOQ---- G.C. &: J.T‘f.
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SATISFACTORY SALES OF FRUIT AND VEGET..BLES

AT THE
CITY MUNICIFAL MARKETS, SYDNEY.

Light shipments of
asmanian apples.

The season for apples being well advanced, shipments from
Tasmanlia were light, but some consignments arrived from Victoria,
while lestern Australia forwarded Granny Smiths. Although
withdrawals from cool stores within New South ‘/ales continued,
latest advices show that falrly large cuantities were held at the
close of September.

Therc was a good demand for any dessert lines of quality,
but many lots lacked colour or had reoached an over-maturec stage.
Local Granny Smiths were in request, while Western Australian packs
of this varlcty also sold well. High prices werec obtalned for some
cholce local Delicious but goenerally values for all othor varieties
werc fairly stcady.

High pricos for choice pecars.

The pcars on offer werc principally Packham's Triumph
and Josephincs from Victoria. Any cholicc fruilt sold wecll and
prices werc at high lcvels.

Consignmonts of Navel
oranges dccllnc.

Navel oranges from coastal districts and the Murrumbidgeoc
Irrigation Arca continucd to comc forward frccly during the first
threc woecks of Scpteombor, but therc was a noticocable declinc in
consignments prior to thc closc of tho month. Satisfactory
elcarancos worc offocted at up to 10/- for coastal and to 9/- por
bushol casc for Irrigation Arca packs. Orangcs from Victoria and
South Australia woro on offer, also, and somc spoclal brands from
the latter Statc rcaliscd high pricos.

Some very good quallty common oranges werc available and
& fow now scason Valcnolas appearcd on tho markct.

Limitod inquiry for lomons.

3 Choice mandarins cloarod promptly, but small fruit was
: fered at vory low rates, sales boing difficult to offoet. Thoro
1&8 limitod incuiry for lomons throughout thc month but prico
Ovels worc maintained.

Hoavier stocks of bananas avallablec.

. _ Although heavier supplies of bananas were available
ﬁ%ﬁ?“rall? all lines sold woll. Values fluctuated only slight1§ but
SR oasior tendeney was noticeablo at the closc of the month.
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Pairly constant ratcs
for pinoapplos .
Dospitec the largo consignments of pincapples reocclved
from Queonsland, littlc difficulty was cxpcricnced in disposing
of stocks., Priccs remaincd falrly constant, sclected packs

replising 10/- and the gencrel range of valucs being mostly from
7/- to ©/- por troplcal casc.,

Colourcd papaws in rcquest.

Thero was a good inouiry for papaws, partlcularly for
any lots showlng the rcquisite degrcc of colour, and firm ratces
ruled for such frult. Towardas thc ond of Scptomber, thc quantitics
coming forward worc increcasing and the market was slightly wecckor.

Valucs of passion-fruit
advancc as suppllcs docrcasc.

Supplics of choicc passion-fruit gradually deccreascd
as the month progresscd, and conscqucntly on improvement in
valucs took placc. At closing, the market was very firm and
prices appecarcd likelr to advanco further.

Good clearances of vegetables.

_ In the vegetable sectlon, trading generally was satls-
factory throughout, and, despite heavy supplies of some lines,
noticeably peas, good clearances werc effected. Values mostly
Were maintained at fairly ceven levels, but prices of Quecnsland
tomatoes suffored a setback towards the close of thc month,
owing to particularly hoavy consignments.

Large roceivals of peas
rom Coasta stricts.

Notwithstanding the ¢xtremely dry winter and early
8pring, excoptionally large quantitics of poas continucd to
arrive from coastal districts, whilc a few lots from inland
arcas weroc noticoable just prior to thc cnd of Scptcmber.
Quality for the most part was only fair. Purchascs for tho
Helbournc market and for cenncrics cnablod agonts to cloar
Stocks daily and to maintail valuos, On onc occasion, whon
Supplics droppoed to about 1,000 bags, thc pricoc rosec to 10/-
Por bushel for choiec lots, and on the last day of the month,

Whon rain provented picking operation clucs age
thi s lavol? p g op s, valucs again rcached

ﬁﬁ&é}gg offorings of boans.

AT G There was a falling-off in consignmonts of North Coast
gé%5Qnoonslnnd becans, but inercasing quantitios werc forwarded
Gaee the Torrigal district of New South Walcs. Choico lines
Seared roadily at good prices, but inferior lots proved difficult
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to scll. Buyecrs showed a prcfercncc fof the Tuggerah bcans and
valucs genorally ranged around 12/— to 14/- per bushcl. Rcecent
good rains in tho Motropolitan and Gosford arcas should improve
the outlook for bocan supplics.

Heavy consignments of
Quecnsland tomatocs
recducc valucs.

During thc first threc wecks of Scptember stocks of
tomatoes worc not heavy and valucs showed a gradual improvcement,
cspocially as tcmporaturcs werc rising. Sales of all descriptions
wero good. Apparently the rates ruling on the Sydncy market
influcneced growers in Quecnsland to ¢onsign as many lots as
possible, with the result that on lMonday, 25th Septcmber, over
40,000 cascs were rocoived. The quality of many packs was poor
and, as glasshousc and North Coast supplics werc fairly plcntiful,

valucs of Quocnsland tomatocs foll sharply, ratcs ranging from 2/6
to 4/- pcr half-casc.

Thoro was a fairly good demand for glasshousc lots: at
times, stocks worc rather heavy and thc markct weak, but purchascs
of quantitics for Mclbournc hclped to maintain priccs. At closing,
however, the wet woathor was rosponsible for a dull inquiry and
rates droppod sharply. HMost of the North Coast consignments
opened up satisfactorily and clearcd promptly.

Cauliflowers scll woll.

The cauliflowers avallable were mainly from local sources
and some very good quality heads were included. Rates fluctuated,
but the best cuallty did not go below 8/- per dozen, and up to

= was pald on some occasicns.,

Restricted inquiry for cabbages.

Demand for cabbages was limited and growers generally
had to accept low prices to clear stocks. Values mainly ranged
from 9d to 3/- per dozen, although at times 1t was difficult to
obtain better than 2/- per dozen for choice heads.

Lettuce ang bunched vegetables
in firm request.

: For the greater part of the month lottuce were in kcen
TOocuost and choice packs roalised up to 10/- per cusc.

: : Bunched vegetables werc not hoavily suppliocd and dally
€learances wero effected at firm ratecs, i = :

R.M.
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ALEXANDRIA RAILVAY GOODS YARD

AND SUSSEX STREET SALES.

Lighter stocks of Tasmanian potatoes.

Receivals of Tasmanian potatoes in Sussex Street during
September totalled 104,305 bags or 19,745 bags below the previous
month's shipments. Although the major portion consisted of No.l
Grade Brownells of generally good quality, 1t was stated by
vendors that the proportion of seed and No. 3 Grade lines was too
high and that stocks of No.l Grade were insufficlent to meet the

firm request.

During September, rates ruling in Sussex Street for
Brownells ranged from £14.0.0 to £15.0.0, whilst ‘Jhiteskins were
offercd at from £13.0.0 to £13.10,0 per ton.

Increased consignments of New Zcaland potatocs were
available in Sussex Strecet, 20,200 bags being rececived. Whiteskin
offorings sold readily at from £12.10,0 to £13.0.0 per ton. The
quality of the Dakota Rcd, however, was only fair, and this
:ariety was in moderate requcst at from £12.0,0 to £12.10,0 per

on.

" Growers in the Northern Rivers districts of New South
Wales shipped 936 bags of potatoes to Sussex Streoct during the
month. Included in the consignments werc somc ncw tubers, which
proved to bo of good quality, considering that it is so carly in
the scason. Reports indieated a keon demand for all lincs at
auction and rcalisations worc as follow:- New - Now Gradc £15.0.0
to £17.11.8, No.2 Gradoe £8.10.0 to £11.0.0 per ton, Chat Gradc
6/~ to 10/9 per bag; 0ld - No.l Grado £13.0.0, Scod Gradc £6.0.0
to £6.10.0 per ton and No.3 Gradc 11/- por bag.

Arrivals of local potatoes at Aleoxandria during the
period under roviow consistod of 1,903 bags of "01d", ineluding
858 bags from Guyra, 234 from Gloncoc and 230 from Grafton and
378 bags of Now, of which 358 bags werc from Ralcigh and 20 bags
from Grafton. For thc most part, the markot for all varietios
Wwas guitc satisfactory and clearances by auction werc cffccted
at tho following ratos:- New - Now Gradc £16.0.0 to £18.15.0,
No. 2 Grade £8.10.0 to £16.0.0 por ton, Chat Grade 3/- to 10/3
pPer bag; 0ld - No.,l Grade £11.0,0 to £13.0.0, No.2 Gradc £4.0.0
to £9.10.0, Sececd Grade £4.0.0 to £12.5.0, No. 3 Gradc £4.0.0 to
2?.10.0, Stock Food Gradc £5.15.0 to £9.3.4 per ton, No. 3 Grade
=» Stock Food Grade 4/3 to 7/-, Chat Gradc 4/3 to 6/6 por bag.

Further decline in pricc of
vVictorian Brown Spanish onlons.

_ Thc market ratos for Victorian Brown Spanish onions in
_gﬂﬂaex Strect declined sharply during SOptomber,pwhen rccelvals
Otalled 213 tons and 6,837 bags. Tho price fixed in tho first

/trading ......
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trading woek of thc month was £9.0.0 per ton, a fall of £1.0.0 on
the final rate for August, and subsoquently cuotations droppcd by
a similar amount to £8.0.0 por ton. Quotes for the 120 bags of
Victorian onlons rcceived at Alexandria werc not discloscd. ‘

Firmer inquiry for Quecnsland pumpkins.

The 919 bags of Qucensland pumpkins to hand in Sussox
Stroet represcnted a lightor supply than thc previous month's
arrivals and, furthormorc, thc major portion was consigned to agents
in the City Municipal Market. The rate of £9.0.0 per ton was
obtaincd during thc sccond weck of September, no stocks being
available in thc subsogucnt periods. The 57 trucks in position
at Alexandria met a firm rcqucst and the priccs of from £7.0.0 to
£8.0.0 per ton ruling carly in the month werc inercased gradually
until £10.0.0 was quoted in thc final trading week. Arrivals of
local pumpkins consisted of 50 bags in Sussex Strect and 3 trucks
at Alexandria; these worc of mixed quality and recalisations werc
as follow:- In Susscx Strecoct - £5.0.0 to £6.0.0; At Aloxandria -
By auction £6.0.0 to £8.0.0, By privatc trcaty £8.0.0 to £9.0.0 per

Smaller suppliocs of othor Tasmanian vogetablos.

Consignments of othor Tasmanian vogotables to the Sydney
market during Soptcmber included 2,561 bags of swedes, 2,288 bags
of carrots and 345 bags of parsnips. The markct was very firm
eand roady disposals wore coffocted, rcalisations being:~ Swodes
£4.0,0 to £8.0,0, Carrots £4.0.,0 to £12.0.0 and Parsnips £16.0,0
to £18.0.0 por ton.

Local growers forwarded comparatively heavy stocks of
swodes in the closing weck, when 863 bags werc availablo and werc
in good roquest at £4.0.0 to £6.0.0 by auction and from £6.0.,0 to
£8.0,0 por ton by privatc trcaty. The 30 bags of swodes shippcd
to Sussox Street werc clearcd at £5.0,0 per ton. The 31 bags of
local carrots railed to Alcxandria were disposcd of by auction at
from £9,0.0 to £12.15.0 per ton.

Susscx Strect quotations for Tasmanian dry pecas rcmained
Steady throughout thc month, tho Bluc variety clecaring wecll at
poreb:gg grey lots being in moderatc demand at from 9/- to 9/6
el.

White chaff sclls woll.

A firm inquiry prevailed for all classcs of oaten and

:hsaten chaff and vory good disposals at incrcascd priccs werc

eported. Arrivals of oaten chaff compriscd 9 trucks from Victoria
8nd 226 trucks from Now South Wales contres. For the first timec for
-22“? Jears large quantitics of chaff wore cloared at auction, some
STy satlsfactory ratos being obtaincd. Although thc 62 trucks of
_.t_aten chaff at rail were in cxcess of the previous month's
Stocks, sales werc firm. Pricos pald worc as follow:-
fOREBN osesns
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Oaton - Viectorian - By privatc troaty £6.5.0 to £7.5.0; Local - By
privatc trcaty £5.0.0 to £7.15.0, By suction £5.0,0 to £7.0.0,
demaged £3.0.0; Wheatcn - By privatc trcaty £5.0.0 to £7.10.0,

By auction £4.0.0 to £6.10,0 pcr ton.

High ratcs for lucornc chaff and hay.

The 2 trucks of Queensland luccrnc chaff werc in very -
strong demand at from £10.0.0 to £12.0,0 per ton, whilst tho
inquiry for the 42 trucks from New South Walcs districts was
extremely strong, rcady disposals being roported at from £8.10.0
to £14.0.0 per ton. Arrivals of lucernc hay compriscd 159 trucks
from Maitland and 49 from other contres. All varietlcs met a
firm rcquest, and rcalisations ranged as follow:- Maitland - ncw
grocn - large bales £3.0.,0 to £7.10.0, small bales £6.10.0 to
£9,0,0; dry £6.10,0 to £7.15.0; Other ccntres - By auction
£3.15,0 to £8.0,0, By privatc troaty £8.10.0 to £13.0.0 per ton.
No priccs werc quoted for the truck of Qucensland lucornc hay.
Growers on thc Huntcr Rivor shippcd 374 bales of new grecn lucernc
hay to Sussox Strect, and thosc sold rcadily at from £3.5.0 to
£6.15.0 per ton.

Only limitcd portions of the 47 trucks of local ocatcn
hay rcccived at Alexandria worc availablc for sale; thesc brought
from £3.10,0 to £5.3.4 at auction and from £5.15.0 to £6.0.0 per
ton by private trecaty. Auction sales for the 3 trucks of wheaton
hay worc effccted at £2.3.4 per ton.

Hcavy stocks of straw at Aloxandria.

Arrivals of straw at thc Alexandria Railway Goods Yard
a%grogatod 28 trucks from Victoria and 79 from within this Statec.
Although stocks wore much hcavicr than thosc for August priccs
showed little material changc. Disposals werc rccorded at the
following ratcs:- Victorian - By private trcaty to £5.0.0,

Local - By auction £3,10.0 to £5,0,0, inferior from £1,10,0;

By privatc treaty £4.0.0 to £5,5.0, damaged from £3,10,0 per ton.
As the 3,554 balcs of Tasmanian straw rcprescnted an increased
Supply priccs were lower at from £5.0,0 to £5.10.,0 per ton.

Ready salcs of grain.

Reeceivals of grain at Alexandria during Scptcmber
ineluded the following quantities:- Whoat - 40 t%uckg, Maize -
Quecnsland 3,185 bags, local 1,524 bags; Oats 3 trucks. All
varieties sold very firmly at higher pricos than thosc ruling

stho provious month, realisations being:- Thoat - By auction
-4 to 4/4, ?y private treaty 4/2 to 4/4; Maize - Quoensland -
By auction 4/8 to 5/3, private treaty 4/8 to 5/-; Local - By

Private troaty 4/8 to 4/11; Oats - By auction 2/9 to 2/11 per bushol

e ' The 880 bags of maize shipped to S Strcet

Northorn Rivors met & Vo pp ussex Strcet from the
LT n m ry strong demand at from 4/8 t

Yyollow and 5/= per bushel for white, ° 5/2 for

- -0000000__-_
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WHOLESALE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES

IN SYDNEY (N.S.7.) DURING SEPTEMBER, 1940,

AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 31st AUGUST, 193C.

The following table gives particulars of the range of
prices in Sydney as collected and rccorded by the State Marketing
Burcau in rcspect of various commoditics for the periods indicated:

Commodlity Scptember, 1940 3lst August,1939
From To
Wheat - Home Consumptiﬁn:l) /
Bulk - per bushel 3/11% . 2/ 4
Bagzod " 4/2% ) unchanged 2/5
Flour - per ton £10.11.7 £10.7.2 £6.12.3
(plus £1.18.5 (plus £2,2.10 (plus £6.2.9
tax) tax) tax)
Bran - per ton £5.10,0 £6.0.0 £4.5.0
Follapg % 0 £5.10.0 £6.0.0 £4.5.0
Eggs (hen) per dozon 1/2 - unchanged. 1/-
Butter:
Choice per cwt. 161/2 ) 161/2
Pirst Quality * "  156/6 ) unchanged 156/6
Second " R % -153£10) 151/10
Checse:
Loaf per lb. 11d ) unchanged 11d.
Large ® " 10%d) & 10zd
Special brands 1/- 1/2 1/2
Pigs (Abattoir Salos): 29th August, 1939
o 8 From " To “From To
pr - or hocad or heuod
Porkers - Extra light 25— 39/6 A0/ |
w - Light 35/6 43/6 39/6 44/6 |
‘ - Medium weight 39/6 54/6 43/6 51/6 |
- Heavy 49/6 59/6 50/6 54/6
Baconors 63/6 91/6 60/6 75/6
Backfatters £445.0 £10.8.6 £4.5.0 £8.10,0

Note: The pig sales ncarest to 31lst August, 1939,
wero thosc held on 29th August,1939.




RETURN OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IMPORTED INTO NEW SOUTH WALES

BY LAND AND SEA - AUGUST, 1940.

_ggu

FRUIT.
i Y Pineapples] Bananas | (ther | Tomatoes
STATE tropical tropical Fruit Jhalf-bushel TOTALS
L cases _pcases cases cases _ | packages
X
Queensland 22,519 8,551 12,822 144, 053 187,945
Victoria & 31 40,166 7 570 46,771
Tasmania - 167, 587K - 167, 587
B 5 S't'h.. Auﬂt- - 1’969 ne 1,969
West Aust. - - 5,562 - 3, 562
- - - — - .'r—n}‘q—- - - - - - ——
| TOTALS 22,523 8,582 226,106 | 144,623 | 401,834 |
X Alsn 18,906 trays Strawberries and 250 bags
Passinn-fruit.
£ Alsn 463 bags Lemn»nns. XN Alsr 171 bags Apples.
VEGETABLES.
Prtatoes| oOnions | ﬁ'&%?i Pumpkins  JCucs. & ] Other §
STATE R Chillies} Vegs. TOTALS
- ___ bags bags bags | bags ~_trons ) cases LN pkges .l pkges. tons
Queensland 170 26 - 4,796 | 1,2873] 843 12,229 { 18,064}1,287%
Victoria 10,293 19,479 344 - - - 19,910 } 50,026} =
Tasmania 113,624 - } 8,322 - - - 5,355 | 125,301)1 -
Sth. Aust. 909 283 | - - - 12,042 } 13,234 -
West Aust. - - - - - - - -
= — e S r—F':-—-r----'r--—-l-v—-—--‘ TR e —— -rﬁu-————-ﬂ-—n—-‘_-———m-‘-—_-—.. e o w———— : —
TOTALS 124,996 19,788 8,666 | 4,796 1,287% 843 ‘i 47,556 20_6,625‘1,28‘?§_




'STATE MARKETING BUREAU- DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE, N.S.W.
P40-4 54

Williams- 25 - 23 Par
ExtraFancy £ Fancy P EA RS Bushel Case
SPREAD BETWEEN THE RETURN TO THE PRODUCER
AND THE PRICE PAID BY THE CONSUMER

January 1940 . March lﬂl‘}O.

(onsumer paid . . . . 5-0
d.
§ ~ Retailers expenses & profits
:' Retailer' \d : &\ \
3 pad _ _ . _10-8 y
R ) //% « Agents Commission, Freight Cartage k.

Agent returnedto Grower 8 - 11z
—— | Costs of Picking (ases. Grading.facking,
——— 21— (4rlagelo rail (ool Storage Wastage k.

R L
_-_ Net sales return to Grower =6~ 03

6-0% « Net sales return toGrower

A.AWATSON,
Chief.
DIVISION OF MARKETING

w1 Gsts of production shoultd be deducted
pun. EHS 77940 Jrom Uhis relirn.

P Checked.  CK. 27.9-40 %g&%jmyﬂzqg,%,ﬂkﬁ?
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