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A miscellany of matters relating to the marketing
of primary products, at home and abroad.

Released during the second week of each month.
Issued by authority of the linister for Agriculture
and prepared under the direction of the Director of Marketing
in the State Marketing Bureau, Department of Agriculture,
New South Wales, Australia.

HIGHLIGHTS

At poll, under the Marketing of Primary Products Act,
1927-1938, held on 27th August, 1940, to decide whether |
egg producers in those parts of New South Wales outside
the Counties of Cumberland and Northumberland and the
Shires of Nattai and Wollondilly should be brought under
the control of the Egg Marketing Board, 525 votes were
in favour and 525 votes were against the proposal. As
the Act requires that "more than one-half of the votes
polled" shall be in favour before an area can be added
to the ares already controlled by a Board, the proposal
was not adopted.

For a trial period of three months commencing 30th August,
1940, opening hours of the Queen Victoria Markets,
Melbourne, will be:-

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays = O a.m.
FI‘ida'ﬂ"S 5 e ® e - 6 a.rﬂ.
Mondays and Wednesdays . - 7 a.m,

The City lMunicipal Fruit and Vegetable Markets, Sydney,
open for business at 7 a.m. londay to Saturday,inclusive.

Director of Marketing's Review of New South Wales wheat
crop conditions as at 28th August, 1940, shows that
extremely dry weather has prevailed throughout the
wheat belt for an extended period. Most crops are at a
critical stage. Even with favourable conditlons from
now on, it seems clear that the State's 1940/41 wheat
yield will be appreciably less than average.

Polls for the election of producers' representatives to
Marketing Boards, constituted under the New South Wales
Marketing of Primary Products Act, will take place as

follow:~
Rice Marketing Board - 25th October, 1940.
Egg Marketing Board - 1lst November,1940.
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CANADIAN MARKETING LEGISLATION.

ACTS TO ENCOURAGE CO-OPERATIVE MARKETING.

The Natural Products Marketing Act, 1934.

Comprehensive marketing legislation in Canada was first
enacted in 1934 when the Dominion Parliament passed the Natural
Products Marketing Act. The Act made possible the organised control
of the marketing of Canadlian natural products and provided for the
setting up of a Dominion Marketing Board to admlnlster approved
marketing schemes. In the case of intra-provincial marketing
schemes, the Canadian Constitution gives the individual provincial
governments sole control over trade and commerce within their
respective borders, so that they were recuired to enact supplement-
ary legislation,on lines similar to the Natural Products Marketling
Act, to enable the Dominion Marketing Board to function in intra-
provincial marketing activities,

Privy Council decision.

Following the passing of the aforementioned Act quite a
number of marketing schemes were put into operation during 1934
and 1935, including those for which supplementary provincial
legislation was necessary, the Province of British Columbia being
outstanding in this regard. The Dominion legislatlon, however,
operated for but a comparatively short period, being declared
invalid bv the Supreme Court of Canada. In brief the judiclary
held the view that it was beyond the jurisdiction of the Dominion
Parliament to legislate on matters which in substance related to
local and provincial matters. The case was taken to the Privy
Council which, in judgment delivered on 28th January, 1937,
concurred with the view of the Supreme Court. Since that date
most of the Provincial Governments have either amended acts
already in existence to bring them into line with this judgment,
or brought into being new enactments desligned for the purpose of
controlling the marketing of primary products within the Provinces
concerned. Mention of some of these provincial enactments has
glr:ady been made in previous issues of the Monthly Marketing
eview,

Co-operative marketing of agricultural products.

Although the Dominion Government of Canada at prescnt

has no power to legislate for compulsory marketing control, it s
has not ceased to take interest in such matters, which are doubtless
of vital concern to itself as well as to the leglslatures of the
various provinces wherein the primary products are produced., As
an illustration of this attitude one may cite ccrtain Acts which
the Dominion Government passed last year for the purpose of
assisting and encouraging co-operative marketing of agricultural

products.
/%0 ® 8 0 0 00
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The Wheat Co-operative Marketing Act, 1939.

The Wheat Co-operative Marketing Act, 1939, is designed
to provide that returns reccived by produccrs of wheat,who enter °
into an agreement to market on a collective basis the whole or any
part of the whcat grown in any one year, shall not. fall below a
certain level, The Act states that the Minister for Agriculturc,
with the approval of the Govornor-in-Council, may enter into an
agreement with any sclling agcney, (that is, a person authoriscd
by one or more co-opcrative associations or clevator companics
to market wheat under onec or morc co-opcrative plans). In this
agrecment the Minister undertakes to pay to any such sclling
agency the amount, if any, by which thc initial payment togcther
with storagc, carrylng and transportation charges and operating
expensos eoxceeds the average salc price of all wheat of any grado
grown in any one year. Tho initial paymont refers to tho sum
paid by a selling agency to primary producers at thc timc of
delivery by thom of wheat, pursuant to a co-opcrative plan.
Payment as aforcsaid is only madc when the average salc price is
loss than a ccrtain sum por bushcl to be fixed in tho agreocment
in the casc of cach grade of wheoat, or whoen the initial payment
docs not oxcecod the fixed sum per bushcl as agreecd upon. It is
further providcd that the maximum amount payable shall not cxccod
the differcnce betwecn the average sale price and the fixed sum
per bushel. The avoerage salec price is computcd after tho salc
realisations by the sclling ageney have bcon adjusted in a manner
to be prescribed by rcgulation, as if the whoat had been sold in
storc at Fort '/illiam.

Under the definitions outlined in the Act, the provisions
arc applicablc to thc producors of spring wheat in the Provinces
of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alborta and British Columbia.

In connection with the fixed price agrecd upon, the Act
states that in rospect of whoat of gradc No.l Manitoba Northern,
in store at Fort William, thc sum shall be sixty cocnts. Regulations
arc to prescribe the variations from thc initial paymont to bc made
in the casc of whoat of the gradc just mentioned applicablc to the
Sseveral other grades of wheat. Regulations also arc to preseribe
the fixed sums per bushel in the casc of tho soveral grades of
wheat; the terms and conditions incidental to the establishmont
and maintenanco by the selling agency of a resorve fund; any other
term or condition of the agreement deemed advisable or cxpedicnt
for the purposcs of the Act; such other matters as may bo deomed
neccssary for the efficient administration of tho Act and for the
carrying out of its provisions, according to their truo intcnt and
meaning,and for thc botter attainment of 1ts objccts.

Rogarding payment to producers, the Act statcs that
disburscments subsocucnt to the initial payment shall not be made
by a solling agency without tho approval of thc Governor-in-Council.
Tho lattor is also responsible for the appointmont of thc staff
decmed necessary for administration purposes. Tho books and accounts
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of tho sclling agenclcs, co-operative associations or elovator
companics arc subject to audlt by - charteorcd accountant approvecd
by the Governor-in-Council,and his reports shall be submittcd to
the Minister as rcquired.

The Agricultural Products Co-operativc Marketing Act, 1939.

The Agricultural Products Co-opcrativc Markeoting Act, -
1939, is somewhat similar in its provisions to the Act just
dcseribed and covers any kind of grain other than wheat, milk and
milk products, vegetablcs and vegetable products, livestock and
livestock products, fruit and fruilt products, poultry and poultry
products, honecy, maple syrup, tobacco, and any other product of
agriculture dosignated by the Governor-in-Council: The principal
provision of the Act, Soction 3(1), is cuoted in full -

"The Ministor may, with the approval of the Govcrnor-in-
Council, by agrecment with a selling ageney, undeortake
that if the average salc price of an agricultural
product of any gredc or quality produced during tho
year deliverocd 5o the sclling ageney under onc or more
co-operative plans is less than a sum certain to be
fixed by the agreement in the casc of cach grade of
the agricultural product, therc shall be paid to such
selling agcney the amount, if any, by which thc
initial paymont oxcecds thc averagc salec pricc aforcsaid.

The Act contains an intcresting provision, not included
in the Wheat Co-opcrativc Markcting Act, which statcos that no
agrecment shall be ontered into unlcss the co-operative plan
applics to such proportion of the primary produccrs within a
certain goographical arca or to such a proportion of an agricult-
ural product produced in such arcea, that thce Ministcr 1s of opinion
that the marketing of the aforesaid agricultural product undor tho
co=operative plan will bencfit thc primary producers. Rcgulations
arc to precscribe the manncr of ascertaining the proportion of
primary producers in a designated gecographical areca, whosc agric-
ultural product is to be markcted under a co-operative plan, and
the proportion of an agricultural product produccd in a designated
arca,which is to bec markcted undecr a co-operative plan. Thc amount
that may bo chargod against any agricultural product for processing,
carrying or sclling charges 18 also to bc fixcd by regulation.

The Act defines a "co-operative plan® as "an agrecment
or aigangament for the markciing of agricultural products which
provides:=- i

(1) for ecual rcturns to primary producers for agricultural
products of the like grade and quality;

(11) for thc return to primary produccrs of the procoeds of
the sale of all agricultural products delivercd thorec-
under produccd during the year, after thc deduction of
processing, carrying and sclling charges;
LR ave eins
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(1i1) for an inltilal payment to primary producocrs of a
percentage, not cxcecding cighty per centum,
approved by the Govcernor-in-Countil on tho
rccommondation of the Minister, of thc avorage
wholesalc pricec for an agricultural product over
the period of thrcc yoars immediatoly prcecding
the yoar of production.”

"Tho Grain FMuturcs Act, 1939", and "Tho Prairic Farm

Assistance ACE, o35,

The Dominion Government alse passcd two other LAets In
1939 which have rofercnce to the markoting of grain but thelr
provisions arc especially applicab%o to conditions obtaining in
Canaga. The Acts roferrcd to arc "oho Grain Futurcs Act, 1939%,
and "The Prairic Farm Assistanco Act, 1939".

"The Grain Futurcs Act, 1939". provides for thc supcr-
vision and rogulation of trading in Graln Futurcs in thc Dominion
by the Board of Grain Commissioncrs for Canadsa.

The purposc of 'The Prairie Farm Asslstance sct, 1939"
is to provide assistancc on an acrcage basis, in any yoar doelared
an omergency yoear, to thosc whcat-growers in the four Prairie
Provinces whosc average yiclds arc twolve bushels por acrc or
loss; the assistance shall not be in respcct of morc than onc-half
of o farmoer's cultivatcd land nor of morc than two hundrcd acros
gf a farmor's cultiveted land. Further, arocas may bc declarcd

erop failurc" arcas, and a farmer thorcin may bec granted "erop
fallurc assistancc” of two hundred dollars or a sum not cxcccding
2% dollars por acrc with respect to half his cultlvated acroage
not to cxcecd two hundrcd acres, whichcver 1s the grecater. A levy
of onc por contum on the purchasc pricc of all grain 1s to be pald
to the Prairie Farm Emcrgeney Fund, for thce purposcs of tho Act.

~===0000000===~=

A recent issue of "Ico and Refrigeration statecs that a
company has been formed in Yakima, Washington (U.Bean)y In the
midst of the fertile fruit region, with a plan of more wridespread
distribution and consumption of the enormous apple crop by means
of unique slot-vending machines. Through vending machines
equipped for the first time with a means of refrigeration, and
provision for daily supply of lce as well as replenishment of
apples, people will be able to secure a chilled apple from
numerous spots where the slbt machines will be placed, Hundreds
of well-frequented locations will be chosen and lee servicing
will be maintained.

~===0000000===~~
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PHYSICAL FEATURES, PRODUCTION AND GENERAL DESCRIPTION
' oF Tk
CENTRAL WESTERN SLOPE STATISTICAL DIVISION NO.9
NET SOUTH WALRS .

Tn continuetion of the series of articles decaling with
the various Statistical Divisions of New South Walcs, attontion 1s
now given to the scoond scction of the Slopes, that 1s, the Central
Western Slope or Statistical Division No.9. It should be noted that
the Slopes occur betweon Tablolands and Plains.

General description.

Covering an area of 9,770 square miles, thc Central
Western Slope Division includes fourtoen local government aroas,
namely the six Municipalities of Dubbo, Forbes, Molong, Narromino,
Parkes and Peak Hill, and the cight Shircs of Amayroo, Borcoc,
Cobbora, Gilgandra, Goobeng, Jomalong, Talbragar and Timbrcbongloe.
On the south-cast and east, the Contral Wostern Slopc adjoins the
Central Tableland; the dividing linc passcs through Goolagong and
Canowindra to just north of Malongulll, and then gocs genecrally
northward to the cast of Molong through Yeoval, Wellington and
Dunedoo to Neilrex. Thence the boundary - which now skirts the
south-westerly portion of thc North Central Plain, procoeds in a
north-westerly direction to a point south of the Naman Mountaln,
In the north and west, the subject division adjoins the Central
Plain, the dividing linc running from slightly south of Naman
Mountain almost wost to just south of Gular (in tho Central Plain),
and then mostly southward through Collle, Dandaloo and Tullamorsd
to Lake Cowal. From Lakc Cowal the southorn boundary, which
bordcrs on the South Western Slopc division, goes in an castorly
direction en routc to Goolagong, mentioned carlier in this
description.

As its namo (Contral Western Slope) denotcs, this
division, although containing somc hilly and mountainous country,
mainly consists of the slope from the plateau of the Groat
Dividing Range on thc cast to the plaln on the west. In the
southern portion (around thc Forbes district) the country is of
a fairly uniform nature, being undulating to flat, espcelally to
the west and south. The soil varles from rich red loams, chocolate,
clayoy and sandy loams to black alluvlal soils on the river flats.
In the northern part of this division, hilly country is found
towards Wollington and Tomingley, while north-west of Dubbo 1s
undulating to flat. Here the solls range from rich red loams,
chalky loams and sandy loams in the hill country to tho woll~-
known black soll plains of the West.

Climate and rainfall.

The climate of this divislon 1s considered to be vory
healthy. It is fairly uniform over the whole section, though, as
may be oxpocctod, it becomes morc hot and dry in the westorn arcas.
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In the Forbcs or southcrn portion, the avoragc summor
tomporaturc is about 76° Fehronhclt, with a winter mean of 56°, and
hero the average rainfall ranges from 24 inches on the higher lands
in the cast to 172 inches in the west. Thc mean summer temperaturc
of tho Dubbo district, in the northorn end, 1s 74° and tho wintor

- 49°, whilc the annual rainfzll is about 22 inohes.

Particulars of area and population.

According to the Now South Wales Statistlcal Register,
the Central Westcrn Slopc has a total arca of 7,723,425 acrcs. In
the yoar cnded 30th June, 1938, therc werc 4,435 holdings of one
acrc or morc, aggregating 7,062,926 acros, of which 6,318,152
aeros wore alienated, or virtually so, and tho romainder unalienated
Crovn lands. Within thosc holdings, 4,480,754 acres werc regarded
as suitable for cultivation. Thus approximatcoly 91% of the total
arca of thce Division was occupicd, whilst 58% wes classcd as suit-
eblc for cultivation. In the ycar under revicw (1937-38) the arca
under crop totalled 1,226,606 acres, whilc 96,162 acrcs were under
sown grass and 64,034 acrcs of ncw land were preparcd for ploughing;
in iddition, 506,844 acres of fallowed land were ploughcd and
worked.

The estimated population of the entire division 1s gilven
by the Govornment Statistician as 66,940 at 3lst Deccenber, 1939.
The more important towns, in order of population, arc:- Dubbo
(8,820), Parkos (6,340), Forbes (5,790), Narromine (1,740), Molong
(1,680) and Foak Hill (1,300); thus theo total town population of the
Division was 25,680.

Wheat-growing the main agricultural activity.

Tho Contral Westorn Slope is an arca characterised by
first-class agricultural land. The rainfall of most yoars and good
railway facilities contributec to successful productlon. The New
South ialos Official Year Book for 1937/38 gives the uscs of
holdings as:- Agriculture only 285; Dairying only 55; Grazing only
736; Agriculture and Dairying 52; Agriculturc and Grazing 3,041;
Dairying and Grazing 12; Agriculturc, Dairying and Grazing 137;
Poultry, Bees, Pigs, ctc. 1l; Unoccupied or used for other
purposes 106; Total 4,435, Thus holdings under the classification

Agriculturc and Grazing" constitute over two-thirds tho total
number; whoat-growing and sheep-raising arc tho princlpal pursuits,
followed on these mixed holdings.

The Central-Western Slope ranks third in thc wheat-
producing divisions of Now South Wales, surpassed only by the
Riverina and South-Western Slope (both much larger in total arca),
and produces approximately one-fifth of the entire wheat crop of
the State, Wheat 1s grown most extensively in the Goobang, Jemalong,
Borec, Cobbora and Timbrebongic Shircs. Grain Elevators at varlous
rallway centres throughout the division facilitate the marketing of
the crop. The New South Wales Statistical Registor gives tho whoat
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production of thc Central Western Slopc for 1937-38 as

11,397,366 bushels from 965,125 acrcs, representing an average
yield of 11.8 bushcls per acre; thls avorage is, of coursc,
purcly mathematical and doubtless apprcciably less than one .
which ignored cxtrcmes. In addition, 84,058 acrcs of wheat were
grown for hay, ylelding 73,489 tons and 4,924 acros worc utilisecd
for green feed., .

The cultivation of other ccrecals is of comparativcly
minor importance, the 1037-38 figures being:-

Maize, for grain .o 306 acres yieclding 2,076 bushcls.
1 green food o7 =% 3
Barley (all purposes) 2,188 ¥ " 25,422 " grain
and 96 tons hay.
Oats, for grain .. 29,503 " n 373,944 bushels
4 " hay 16,356 " " 15,235 tons
i " grecn feed 33,701, Y .
Rye. (all purposes) . L, 247 ™ " 12,822 bushels

and 34 tons hay.

Lucernc is grown in considerablc cuantitiecs along tho river flats,
9,114 acres being cut for hay with a production of 13,593 tons and
77,318 acres being utilised for green fodder; this latter acreage

was approximatcly onc-quarter of the total for thc Statc. Some

449 acres of rape, sorghum and millet wcre uscd for grcen foed,

Sheep-raising the chief pastoral pursuit.

As already statcd, approximatcly two-thirds of the
holdings arc given over to mixecd farming, malnly wheat-growing
and sheep-raising; in addition, nearly onc-sixth is utilised for
grazing only. Thus thc importance of thc sheccp-raising industry
is evident. According to the Now South Wales Statistical Rogister
this division carries roughly onc-thirtcenth of the Statc's sheep
population. Flocks arc numerous and for the year 1957/38, sheocp
in the Central Western Slope totalled 4,082,561, of which
831,572 were lambs undor a yecar old. Whilst thc merino 1s the
dominant breocd, there arc many promincnt studs of British broeds
for the supply of sires for mating with crossbred and comeback
ewes in connecction with the raising of fat lambs.

Renowned for fat lambs.

The Central Western Slope contains some of the State's
best fat lamb raising country, eospeecially thc southern portions
within the belt where the winter rains arc more assurcd. Undor
favourable conditions the western edge of the divislon also
produces good rcsults, but, owing to the morc erratic naturc of
the scasons, it cannot be included in the recognised "lamb belt".

Mr. J.M, Coleman, Sonior Shecp and Wool Instructor of the New
South Walcs Department of Agriculturc, in "A Survey of tho Lamb-
raising Industry in Australia", says that the country will cerry
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3 to 1 shecp to the acrc undeoveloped, and 2 to 3 shecep when
devoloped. There are gdod natural grasscs of high fattcening
quality, including spcar, danthonias, barley, trefoil and othors.
Many areas arc suifablc’for the sowing of pcrennial ryc grass,
Phalaris tuborosa and vhitc cléover, eand in other parts the
sowing of subterrangan clover, lucernc and Wimmera ryc grass 1s
recommendcd. Tho opinion is held in competent quarters that the
presont lamb produdtlon could be considerably incrcased by the
top-dressing of natural pasturcs and thc planting of approved
grasses.

Othor livcstock.

Cattle-ralsing and dalrying arc only of minor importance
among thc industrics of the Central-Westcrn Slopc, which carried
69,021 head of cattle, including 6,329 cows in registered dairilocs,
in the yecar 1937/38. The deiries werc mainly situated in the
vicinity of towns, having thc supply of frcsh milk as thelr
primary object.

The Department of Agriculturc has an important herd of
Aberdecn-Angus cattlc at thce Exporiment Farm at Trangic, from
which pure-bred animals arc sold to becef breecders in various
parts of the State. This Expcriment Farm also providcs facillitlos
for shecp educational work, and rcars numbors of stud and fleock
rams for sale to grazicrs.

Othor livecstock in this division in 1937/38 were
44,417 head of horscs and 5,124 pigs.

Limited fruit and vegctablec growing.

: Production of fruit and vegetables in thc Central
Western Slopc doecs not in any way approach the importance of
these industries in the adjoining Central Tableland division,
although the river flats arc ominently suitable for morc
%ntcnsivo farming and arc well adapted for irrigation. To quote
The Farmers' Handbook":- "further dcvclopment depends largely
on closer scttlement of these lands, which arc capablec of
carrying a largc farnming population."

According to the New South Wales Statistical Reglster,
the areas in the subjoct division devoted to fruit and vegectables
in 1937/38 werc:-

Acres

Grapes - For Winc-making 53 -
¢ " Tablc use 303
4 - Young Vines not bearing 30
Citrus Fruit - Productive 181
S " - Young trees not bearing 53
Other Orchard Fruits - Productive 624

n " . - Young trecs not

bearing 213
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. Acrcs
Markct Gardens 182
Pumpkins and Mclons . 50
Tomatoes 8
Pcas and Beans 285

The district of which Molong is the centre is the
principal region in which table grapes, "other fruits", peas and
beans are cultivated. Narrominec 1s Prominent in thc growing of
citrus, whilst moderatc acroages of "othor fruits" are to bo found
in the Dubbo and Forbos localitles.,

The chief items of offlcially recorded production in
the year mentioned wore:-

Oranges 29,288 bushcls.
Apples 20,529 "
Pears 10,894 s
Pcaches 5,248 ”
Wine (made) 9,760 gallons
Table Grapes 391 tons

Market Gardcns (Valuc of

eroduction] £8,384
Peas and Beans (Value) £1,792
Pumpkins and lMelons 253 tons

The cultivation of potateoes and other root crops 1s
negligiblo.

Valuable Cypress pinc forests.

The forests of the Central-Western Slope, although
scattered, arc of considerable importance. In the Forbes Forestry
District the Warraderry, Backyarma, Bimbl and Weddin National
Forests contain the remnants of the dlvision's Cypress pine
forests, and cover an arca of 29,535 acrcs. State forests in the
same district contain 178,272 acrcs, and in the Dubbo reglon there
are also 375,240 acres of Stato forests. The Central-Vestern Slope
is one of the largest producers of Cypress pine 1n the Statc, and
8lso yields quantitics of inland hardwoods. There arc over a
hundred sawmills in the Dubbo end Forbes Forestry Districts,
employing 1,593 workmen. The New South Wales Forestry Commission's
report for ycar ending 30th June, 1937, estimates gross
consumption of timber in the Forbes and Dubbo Forestry Districts
at over 90,000,000 super fect, including hardwood, cypress pinc
and a large quantity of fuel. It should be borne in mind that
the Forestry Districts mentioned arc situated substantially but
not wholly within the Central Western Slopc Statistical Division.
Timbers found in the division include eucalypts (such as box,
redgum, ironbark, coolabah and mallec), Cyprcss pines, acaclas
ézgggnas Xarrgn, myall and currawang), kurrajong (Brachychiton

eus’) an ancous t -
SO o belah.miscell neous types such as budda, wilga, white
& /Rivors sesnase



Rivers and irrigation.

The southern portion of the Central-Western Slope 1s
watercd by the Lachlan River, while through the north run various-
tributary rivers of the Darling, notably the Bogan, Macquarie
and Castlércagh-Rivers, and their tributaries and crecks. The
Lachlan River contains permanent waterf, and in most districts
adjacent to this river good water can be obtained from wells at
depths up to about 40 feet. Though somé sub-artesian -bores have
becn sunk, it is generally found that the water is too brackish
for genoral use. There arc occasional springs, but, excluding
country with river fronteges, tanks and dems are mostly utllised
for water supply. Lake Cowal, about 40 miles from Forbes, 1s the
most important lale along the basin of the Lachlan, and rocelves
the drainage of the Bland Plain and the overflow of floodwaters
from the Lachlan River,

As before mentioned, there are many districts well
adapted for irrigation purposes, and thc Water Conservatlon and
Irrigation Commission has made a start with the Jomalong and
Wyldes Plains Domestic and Stock Water Supply and Irrigation
districts schemc. A diversion weir on the Lachlan River, 15 miles
west of Forbes, is in course of construction, as wcll as a
channel reticulation system, intcnded to supply an arca of
215,491 acres with water for stock or fodder crops or sown
pasturos. It is stated that general rosumption and subdivision
of land for closor scttlement are not contemplated at present.

Mining.

Gold and copper deposits and small quantities of 1ron
occur in the Central Western Slope, the central declivity of
which marks the edge of the gold-bearing region so famous and
profitable in the adjoining Central Tableland. Gold 1s still
worked at many places, including Forbes, Parkcs, Peack Hill,
Tomingley, Canowindra and Cargo,and was the original reason for
the sottlement of those now prosperous agricultural centres. It
is noteworthy that gold was discovered at Forbes in 1861, and
that this town reached a population of 28,000 in a very short
time; today its population of rather less than 6,000 represents
the permanence of pastoral and agricultural pursuits. According .
to the annual report of the Department of Mines for the year 1938
comparatively small quantities of gold were taken from the
division, and then mostly from the treatmont of taillings, although
a little alluvial godd was won.

Marble, mainly for terrazo work, is quarried in the
Molong Mining Division. Clays for pottery, brick and tiles are
found at Dubbo and white clays at Parkes. The Euchareena-Geurioc
limestone belt - sald to be one of the largest in New South Wales -
lies partly within the subject division, whilst two extensive
parallel belts of limestone occur in the vieinity of Molong.
Dolomitec deposits have becon recorded ncar Molong also.
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Railway and roads.

The division is well served by roads. They are
generally level and of easy gradients -and mostly good, except
some of the minor roads durlng wet weather. A considerable
amount of permanent formation work has becn done on the'main
roads. The Mitchell Highway from Orange (and Sydney) passes
through HMolong, Wellington (in the Central Tableland), Dubbo
and Narromine, en route to Bourke and the Quecnsland border at
Berringun. A network of main and subsidiary roads, maintained
by the local government authorities, links the principal towns
end outlying centres. ;

Rallway facilities are good and the relative nearness

to Sydney markets (150 to 280 miles) contributes to the division's
rosperity. The main Western railway from Sydney to Bourke
Western Division) passes through Dubbo, Narromine and Trangie,
whilst a loop from Orangc (Central Tableland) through Molong to
Dubbo provides an alternative route. From Molong to Parkes and
Bogan Gate, the mid-western railway to Broken Hill (VJestern
Division) traverses the southern portion. Connccting lines from
Parkes pass southwards through Forbes to Stockinbingal (South-
Western Slope) and north to Narromine on the main western line.
From Dubbo, branch lines travel north-west through the division
through Gilgandra and Gular (Central Plain) en route to Coonamble
(Central Plain) and north-cast through Mendooran and Merrygoen to
Binnaway (North Central Plain). From Bogan Gate, on the mid-
western line, a branch goes in northorly direction through
Trundle and Tullamore to Tottenham (Central Plain). A glancec at
the railway map of New South Wales readily illustrates the
favourable position of the Central Western Slope as regards
railway facilities, which reach out to every corner of the area.

Schedules of Production and Livestock.

The following schedules compiled from figures published
in the New South Wales Statistical Register give the average
annual quantities of the principal primary products produced and
the average annual number of livestock in the Central Western
Slope Division for the five-year period ended 30th June, 1938:-

.
Central Western Slope Statistical Divislon
No, ©
Average Annual Productlion - Five Years ended
o0th June, 1oaB. ;
Wool "o g 35,366,480 1b.
that - Grain e ee 10,790,9’?5 bushels
o Hay 'R 69, 935 tOHS
Malze oold 4,878 bushels
Barley R 28,7686 %
O%ts - Grain ou e 446,462 "
- Hay .00 22, 510 130!13
Lucerne Hay aese 17,221 "
Rye - Grain s 13,121 bushels
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Oranges P 23,803 bushels

Apples " _ 20,081 ™ |
Pears cee 8 976 ! |
Peaches . wu , 6,581, ° |
Apricots S 1,284 "
Grapes - Wine coe 11,478 gallons

“ - Table Fruit “ e . 421 .tons % L
Peas and Beans (value) ... £1,366 ' |
Honey s e . ' 212,646 1lbs.
Pumpkins and Melons s 170 tons
Tomatoes 5w 4,625 half-cases.

Applying the 138 annual average wholesalc prices in
Sydney for the commodities prcviously mentloned, with timber
added, a total value of £5,112,000 is suggested as a possible
approximation.

Average Annual Number of Livestock in
Central estern Slope, Statistical Dlvision No.9

Head

Horses s s 47,885
Cattle - Cows in registered

dairies 10,242

All Other 81,919

Sheep wiele 4,420,810

Pigs alee 11,925

C.M.P.

»===0000000= ===

CANADILN WEELT POLICY.

In connection with the article on "Canadian Marketing
Legislation" appearing in this issue, it is of interest to note
that on 24th July, 1940, the Canadian Minister of Trade and
Cormerce made a statement in the Dominion House of Commons
outlining the present wheat policy recommended by his Government.

According to a summary published in the "Monthly Review
Of the Wheat Situation" issued by the Agricultural Branch of the
Canadian Bureau of Statistics on 30th July, 1940, the poliey
contemplates a guota system of farm deliveries to facilitate the
handling of the 1940 crop in the western provinces. Each producer,
by regulation of the Canadian Vheat Board, will be given a deliv-
ery quota "designed to permit the equitable use of available
Storage space by all the producers”, As this cuota srstem will
necessitate the storing on farms of considerable quantities of
wheat which would normally be delivered in the early autumn, the
Government has recommended an allowance (at a rate to be announced
later) to the producer in addition to the \heat Board's initial
payment. The initial payment is 70 cents for No.l Northern, basis 1
in store at Fort William.

~===0000000==-== ‘
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LIVESTOCK MARKETS AT HOMIBUSH, SYDNLY.

SMALIER YARDINGS OF SHEEP AND CATTIE, BUT
MORE PIGS MARKETED.

Slight reduction in aggregate pennings of sheep and lambs. .

Although yardings of sheep and lambs at the Homebush
markets continued to be heavy throuzhout August, the aggregate was
slightly below that of the previous month. Spread over the nine
sale days of the period, a total of 429,121 head of sheep and
lambs passed through the Saleyards, or some 11,000 less than the
July receivels. The smallest number offered on any one day was
37,752 head, while the largest pemming comprised 59,206 head. The
State as a whole 1s experiencing a very trying time and rain is
urgently needed to relieve the critical position of pastures.
August was perhaps one of the driest months experienced in New
South Yales for many vears and natural feecd is particularly scarce.
Hend feeding is being carried out in many centros but despite such
adverse circumstances the general condition of the stock reaching
Homebush is surprisingly good That the unfavourable season is
prompting increased marketings is shown bv the fact that the
aggregate of yardings of sheep and lambs during August, 1940, was
some 131,000 greater than that for the corresponding month of 1839,
when 298,731 head were auctioned.

Shortage of guality heavy sheep.

Although at times operators at Homebush found it difficult
to secure sufficient prime heavy wethers to meect their necds, it
could be said that a number of exceptionally nice quality lines of
this class of sheep was available. Shorn shecp were by far the more
numerous and gencerally were in better condition than the full
woolled descriptions. Light to medium weight wethers were fairly
well supplied and included cuitc a few well suited to trade
requirements. Twes werc again scarce, those available being mostly
aged animals of fair to medium grade, while light weight sorts
gredominated. Supplies of grown sheep were variable, ranging from

0,227 head to 8,100; this latter yarding rcpresented only 19 of
the total for the day. Shearing operations arc, no doubt, largely
responsible for the reduced pennings of grown sheep, which in
August totalled 125,078 or about 56,000 less than the number
goceived for sale in July. Some improvement is expected in thec near

uture when larger quotas of shorn animals should be availablo.

Fluctuating market for sheep.

The variable size of the offerings during August was
gorhaps the main cause of the fluctuating %alucs o% grgwn sheep.
bg%grally, however, the average rates for wethers were slightly
5 tg? than during July, while no marked differonce was apparent

; g average prices for ewes. A brief review of the market shows
¥ t ?pened up to 1/- per head cheaper for good sheep and from
to 2/~ per head lower for other grades, but subsequently
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advanced by 1/- per head. This gain was lost on the next day.
For the remaindcr of thc period prices’as a whole did not alter
very much, although somc improvement on good ruality sheep was
manifest towards the ond of August. .

Somec representative sales, which illustratc the trend
of the market, were as follow.

Early in August a linc of good trade wetherz, dressing
approximately 4C 1b. of mutton, sold at 19/1 cach or 3zd per 1b.,
while recently shorn neavier wethers, weighing approximatcly 56 °
1b. brought 16/6 por hoad or 33d por lb. On the same day nice
quality ewes of about 40 1b. dresscd wecight worc disposed of at
17/11 each or 3:d per 1b, On the ensuing sale day valucs improved,
and 42 1b. wothors cost 44 per 1b., roalising 21/10 per head,
while a draft of heavier wethors, weighing approximatcly 50 1lb.,
sold at 24/8 ecach and mede the cquivalont of 3¢d por 1b. Following
the dcwnward trend in priccs, operators scecured 42 1b. of good
trade shorn wethers for 33d por 1b., the shecp realising 13/4 each,
and a lot of good hecavy wothcrs, cstimated to dross 54 1lb., madc
17/10 oach, cquivalent to 334 por 1b.

Recalisations for grown shoop gonorally werc satisfactory,
up to 27/~ por hoead being paid for wothers. For the most part,
however, woolly wethers sold at from 20/— to 25/- cach and shorn
deseriptions brought from 12/~ to 17/- cach, according to woight.
Medium to plain doserintions rcaliscd rclatively lower prices.
Although at times ewes mede as much as 21/~ por hcad, by far tho
greator proportion of quality descriptions was sccured at rates
ranging from 14/- to 18/- cach, with othor grades sclling at from
8/- to 12/- por hoad.

At the period of pcak prlccs, operators pald up to 4d
per 1b. for Yight mutton, and %o 324 for heavy: generally, however,
good light mutton cogt from 3d to 33d with a largc perccntage
making frgm 3%#d to 3id per 1lb. Heavy wothors mostly worc obtained
at from 2%d to 3ig per 1b., whilc somc lots of extra hcavy
descriptions brought as low as 23d por 1b. Up to 3id per 1b. was
secured for nice quality light owos and up to 28d for hoavy, but
average roalisations werc from 24 to 23d per lb. for hoavy end
2%4d to 3%d por 1b. for light sorts,

Incroased consignmonts of lambs.

Large numbers of suckers and lembs arrived throughout
August, the aggrogate teing 504,043 hecad, as compared with 259, 424
for July. Somo indication of the preponderanco of lambs in tho
yards may be gained from the fact that on onc salc day 81% of the
total consisted of lambs and suckors. New scason's sucker lambs
were forward in larger numbors but the old or summoer lambs wero
not noarly as numerocus as in recont months. Although scasonal
conditions have not been favourable for the production of fat lambs,
there was a ~casonably good proportion of attractive well finished
suckors on offsr, whilc odd consignments of good heavy old lambs
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were to bo scon. A fair porcentage of thHe yarding comprised
medium to plain lambs, which worc #dpy" and of dull appecarancc.

Fupther decline in lamb prices.

With the incrcased offerings of lambs, thc markct was
not quitc as good as that of the provious month. The opcning _
salos wore from 1/- to 2/- per head cheaper, medium grades being
most adversely affccted. Later on, a further fall of 1/- per hcad
for quality lambs took place, while ratcs for other descriptions
showed a still further dcecline. Subscquently valucs improved and
romained falrly steady until the end of the perlod, when a firmer

tendency was apparent.

Some realisations are gquoted below as illustrating the
trend in prices. At the early sales, a consignment of nice
quality suckers weighing approximately 32 lb. sold at 20/4 each
or ‘6 per 1b. On the same day, heavier lambs dressing
approximately 40 1lb. realised 25/11 per head and were worth 52d
per lb. Subsequent to the fall in prices, a line of 28 1lb.
suckers was obtained for 63d per 1b., being disposed of at 17/1
each. Towards the end of August, a consignment of attractlve
suckers, welghing approximately 30 lb., brought 19/8 per head,
equivalent to 63d per 1b.

Some of the better grades of lambs made as much as from
25/~ to 27/- each, according to weight and finish, but by far the
larger proportion was sold at prices ranging from 17/- to 24/-
per head. Medium to plain lambs realised from 9/- to 16/- per
head and in places very plain sorts were disposed of at still
lower rates.

Although up to 6%d per lb. was pald for choice light
suckers, the greater percentage made from 64 to 6%d per 1lb. For
the most part, good heavy lambs and suckers were obtained at from
5%d to 6d per 1b. but some of the very heavy summer lambs only
realised from 54 to 5%d per 1lb. Medium to plain qualilty
gggcgig;igna sold at from 54 to 5zd per 1lb., according to welght

sh.

Cattle supplies limited.

The increascd truckings of cattle noted during July wore
not maintained during August, 1940, when the aggregate for the
nine salc days was only 15,009 head. Auctions in the storec scction
accounted for 1,294 hecad, a rathér small number. In August, 1939,
when scasonal conditions werc considerably better than thosec
prevailing at precscent, a total of 22,950 head of gencrally fairly
g00d quality cattle was yarded. By way of contrast, the standard
of the bulk of the supplies to hand during August, 1940, was
disappointing and at best the general quality of the yardings
could only be described as fair. However, some fluctuation was
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noticecable, as on occasions cuite a number of surprisingly well .
conditioned stock was submitted. ’

Queensland bullocks augment light pennings.-

Bullocks agein were in very light supply, except on one
or two sale days when the pennings wert augmented by substantial
consignments from Qucensland; altogether 1,200 head were rcccived
from that State. Lightweight descriptions of fair to good trade
cuality predominated and frequently it was difficult to sccurec
prime beasts. On the other hand, drafts of heavy to very heavy
bullocks in prime condition were noticcd at intervals throughout
the month. High prices prevailed and averagc rates showed a
considerable increase over the July quotations., During the first
half of the perlod, primc bullocks chiefly realised up to about
44/~ per 100 1lb. dressed weight, but this pricc was oxcceded
subsequently, and on the final sale day both medium and light
deseriptions wore worth up to 46/- pcr 100 1b., while heavy sorts
brought up to 43/-. A vory unusual foature of a salc day towards
the close of the month, was that both heavy and medium weight
boasts werc worth up to 45/- per 100 lb., whereas lishtcr and
younger animals realised only up to 44/-: heavy Queensland
supplies of thc last-mentioned class accounted for this. An
interesting disposal on the day just referrcd to was that of a
draft of prime Shorthorn bullocks which rcalised £18 per hoad;
they were estimated to weigh 800 lb. dresscd and made tho
equivalent of 45/- per 100 1b.

Primo steers scarce.

The rcpresentation of stecrs was much better than that
of bullocks, but cuality generally was disaeppointing. Fair to good
trede sorts werc most in ovidence and the number of prime
descriptions was insufficient for buyers' recuirements. Guality
steers werc always in kecen demand, and valucs showed & furthor
advance an the previous month's lovéd. Primc light animals, for
the most part, werc worth up to 48/~ per- 100 1b., whilst
recalisations for good quality heavy steers ranged from 42/-. On
threo occasions, quotations werc as high as 50/= per 100 1b.

Cows sell well.

The numbers of cows yarded fluctuatecd from salc day to
sale day and the quality of the offerings varied considecrably. At
times this class was comparatively plentiful, but genorally the
bulk was of plain to medium grade. On occasions, however, thers
vas a falr showing of quality animals, ospceially heavyweights.
Cowa_sold particularly well and, for the most part, both light and
hoavy weights of prime gradc realisecd up to 42/- per 100 1b. Ratoes
for good quality ranged from 36/- for hoavy animals. Enhanced
prices for plain and medium lots were obtained, also.
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Fair trade hcifers wcll represented. :

Heifers were fairly well reprcscnted throughout the
month, but the greater part consisted of lightweight sorts of
fair trade quality only. Prime descriptions generally wero
difficult to securc, espccially wherc full pens were desired.
During the first half of the period, prime light heifcrs
realised up to 46/~ per 100 1lb., but subscquently werce worth
up to 47/- and 48/-, with good quality heavy sorts ranging in
value from 42/- per 100 1lb. These pricces mostly werc highor
than thosc obtained during July.

Limited offerings of prime vealcrs.

For the most part, moderatc numbers of vealcrs werc
varded with medium woights most numcrous. Fair to good trade
lines predominated, and the percentage of primc animals was small.
Barly in August good to prime vecalers were quoted at 47/~ to 52/-
por 100 1b., Later roalisations, however, were higher and reached
the peak of 50/- to 57/= per 100 1lb, just prior to thc closc of
the month.

Cattle values reach high level.

During August, cattlc prices gencrally continued to
rise, and, in many instances, reached the highost level recorded
for the past vear. To those fortunatc cnough, dcspitec the drought,
to posscss gquality stock, the market was a vory satisfactory onec.
Thgre are no prescnt indications of any material declino in
values.

Increased pennings of country pigs.

Consignmonts of pigs for auction during August, 1940,
continued to incrcase and totalled 7,150 head, including 4,167
received by rail, There was 2also a grecater number of pigs sold
privately in the Metropolitan Area, and all sales during the
period aggregated 10,304 head.-

Improved quality of porkers not sustaincd.

Porkers werc heavily supplied throughout, but tho
improved standard noticeable at the closc of July was sustained
for one sale day only. Subsequent yardings saw an increasc in
the percontage of medium grades and stores avallablc, and
towards the end of August quality generally was disappointing.

On the whole, all woights Wwore reprcsented but thc proportion of
the various classes varied from sale day to salc day. Valucs of
porkers fluctuated somewhat, but on the average were higher than
those ruling in July. Prices were best during the first half of
August, when primec pigs dressing 60 1lb. sold to 44/6 per head and
heavy t90 1b,) to 59/6. On the final sale day the corrcsponding
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ratecs were 41/6 and 57/6, rospectively. On a per lb. baslis, the
oxtremc rangec of ratcs covering good to primc porkers of all
weights (35 to 90 1b.) was 75d to 10id.

Moderate offerings of good trade baconers.

Except on one occasion, generally only modcrate numbers
of baconers were available and tho offerings consistod chicfly
of good trade sorts. On one or two salc days, a falr pcrccntage
of the pennings could only be classcd as falr trade; usually the
proportion of prime descriptions submittoed was small. Whilst all
grades of weight werc rcpresented, lightweights prodominated.

A steady but firm demand prevailed throughout, and the incrcascd

valuos noted during the previous month wore maintained; 87/6 per

head (or 7d por 1b.) was obtained for prime pigs dressing 150
ib. and 63/6 (73d per 1b.) for good quality animals dressing 100
b.

Limited consignmcnts of backfatters.

Ponnings of backfatters were much smaller than usual,
and quality animals werc difficult to sccurc, ospecially on the
final sale day. The greater proportion of thosc yarded was of
lightweight description. Valuos on the first salc day showod a
small advance, and prices of good to primc pigs dressing 200 to
350 1b. ranged from 5%zd to 5g¢d por 1lb. Notwithstanding tho
decreased consignments, ratcs werc not maintained but by the
third wock had fallon %d por 1b. The reason for this fall is not
readily apparent. Closing guotations for good to primc back-
fatters woro from 43d to 5id for animals dressing 200 to 350 1b.
and 4d t6 424 for pige of 350 1b. and over. Averagc values for
August werc slightly below thosc of the previous month.

Market values mostly maintalned.

On the wholc, the market during the month may bo
considercd very satisfactory from the producer's viewpoint, as
only in the casc of backfatters was therc any fall in priccs.

GeCo & JoVa
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According to press reports, early in August the
Victorian Minister of Agriculture introduced into the Legislative
Assembly of that State a Bill to amend certaln provisions of the
Marketing of Primary Products Act of Vietoria. Apparently one of
the main objects of the Bill is to remedy certain alleged defects
in the Act, and thus facilitate the operations of marketing
boards constituted thereunder. The proposed amendments includo
?roviaions:- (1) Enabling a Board to create a reserve fund:

2; Specifically authorising the producer-agency srstem:
5) Reducing the qualifications required to entitle an egg
producer to vote under the Act.
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CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY.

STEADY SALES OF FRUIT; ABUNDANT SUPPLIES OF VEGETABIES.

Steady trading in the fruit sectlon.

Generally speaking, trading in frult was of a steady
nature, as the range of varleties at this time of the year is
1imited. Cholce coloured apples of sizes suitable for retalling
at 1/- to 1/6 per dozen sold readily, but small and over-mature
lines, noticeably interstate Jonathan and Delicious, were slow to
clear. Local Granny Smiths met competition from Western Australla
and Tasmanian supplies, but values were maintalned. Some
Dougherty apples from the Batlow district were on offer and were
in request at up to 12/~ per bushel. More Democrats were
noticeable but generally slow sales were reported.

Choice pears scarce.

Cholce pears were scarce, and any quality lines of
Packham's Triumph available, as well as the few Josephlne on
offer, were readily disposed of at fairly high rates. Small fruit
was obtainable but, lacking quallty, was difficult to sell.

Values of navel oranges mostly firm.

Trading in citrus was principally confined to navels,
and supplies of Coastal, Irrigation Area and South Australian
oranges were forward. For the greater part of the month, values
were firm, particularly for "locals", up to 10/- per bushel being
paid for choice packs, but at the close a weaker tone was evident.
Consignments from the lurrumbidgec Irrigation Area were heavy,
including both crates and cases; some lines opened up in poor
condition and agents experienced difficulty in clearing stocks
of such fruit. Supplies from South Australia comprised special
packs which realised to 16/~ per bushel, although some lots were
obtainable at 10/-. '

Small mandarins and lemons sell slowly.

There was an over sSupply of small and inferior quality
mandarins, which were offered at extremely low prices in an
endeavour to effect sales, but little busliness resulted. On the
;g?aguhgng, choice fruit was fairly scarce and brought up to 15/-

s B L

While coloured lemons of suitable trade size sold satis-
factorily, the many lots of very small fruit coming forward from
coastal areas met with a restricted demand. This small fruit is
the result of the prolonged dry weather experienced in those
coastal districts of New South 'lales where citrus is grown; in
gany instances counts of over 500 to a bushel case were to be

een,
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Supplies of grapefruit were only moaerate, but there
was no marked inquiry except for special packs from inland arcas
and for some local Vheeneys.

Gradual improvement in disposals of bananas.

A gradual improvement in disposals of bananas was
noticeable; this could be attributed largely to warmer weather
and the lower rates ruling, which enabled retailers to sell sixes
to eights at from 6d to 1/~ per dozen.

Pineapples well supplied,

Fairly heavy consignments of pineapples were received
throughout August. Demand mostly was only fair and at times
clearances were slow. Early values ranged from 7/- to 10/=-, but
as low as from 6/- to 8/- was accepted at different periods in the
month. At closing, howcver, choice pines were agailn bringing up
to 10/~ per tropical casec.

Upward trend in passionfrult prices.

Values of passionfruit were well malntained and tended
upward towards the close of August, when choice lots realised to
13/- per half-case. Supplies prineipally were from the North
Coast of New South Wales and Quecnsland districts. There was a
good demand at all times, especially for cuality fruit.

thice Strawberries in request.

Fair quantities of strawberrics continued to come forward
fPOleueenaland, but on a number of occasions considerable "break-
down" was apparent, necessitating repacking. Choice berries sold
well, particularly for the week-ocnd trade, but surplus small fruit
was disposed of to jam manufacturcrs. Only a very small offoring
of New South Wales strawberries was available and sold at rates
ranging from 10/~ to 15/= per dozen punnets.

Green vegotables plentiful.

Extremely dry wcather continued to prevail throughout
most of New South Wales during August, but, despite this factor,
the market was,abundantly supplied with tho principal vegotables,
especially "grecns". In fact, early in the month, deliveries of
cauliflowers ocxceeded buyers requirements; growers ecxperienced
ggfficulty in effecting disposals and prices fell to very low

vels,

Heavy consignments of peas.

Consignments of peas from metropolitan, North and South
Coast arcas werc very hcavy, and on some days the total number of
bags on offer approximated 3,000. Fortunately the Melbourne market
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provided an additional avenue of disposal and large quantities
were purchased for despatch to that centre. The volume of local
sales was satisfactory, and any surplus was cleared by operators
buying for cammeries. The effect of dally clearances was the
meintenance of prices at levels which would afford at leacst some
return to the grower.

Wide range of quality affects sales of beans.

The North Coast of New South Wales and Queensland
districts provided the beans offered. '/hile supplies generally
werc not very heavy, a wide range of cualities adversely affected
sales. The few choice lines in each consignment were eagerly
sought after and realised good prices. On the other hand, the
medium to inferior lots cleared slowly and at times as low as 1/~
per bushel was accepted for some carry-over lines.

Very favourable conditions prevall in the Tuggerah
district, where a large acreage of beans is under crop and
information recelved indicates that yleld prospects arc bright.
A small offering of beaans from this centre, submitted late 1n
August, was quickly disposed of at 15/- per bushel.

Supplies of cauliflowers decline towards end of August.

A marked decline in the supplies of cauliflowers was
apparent. Early in the month up to 300 tons per day werc reaching
the market, but at the close less than one-sixth of that quantity
was coming forward. From unprofitable prices early, values
gradually firmed and from 8/~ to 9/- per dozen was obtained for
choice lines at closing. Present indications promise payable rates
for any late crops.

Cabbages in limited demanc.

Owing to the abundance of the foregoing vegetables,
growers of cabbages expericnced a limited demand and clearance of
supplics was Gifficult. In some Instances, quantities were sold to
dairy farmers for feed for their stock and also to poultry farmers,
who were unable to obtain sufficlent grecn stuff for their flocks.

There was a good request for bunched carrots, parsnips
and rhubarb at firm rates. Oa the other hand, large stocks of
Spinach were on offer dally and prices were low.

Throughout the greater part of August, lettuce was
cheap, but towards the end of the month the sharp rise in
temperature promoted a marked increase in demand and higher
values were obtained.,
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Queensland principal source of tomato supply.

The bulk of the tomatoes on offer was from northern and
southern growing areas of Quecnsland. Some nice quality tomatocs
werce included in consignments from southern localities and
realisations were on higher levels than those for stocks from the
north. For the most part, values were fairly steady with an
upward tendcenecy noticeable towards the end of the month.

Local glasshouse supplies werc available in small lots
and sold up to 10/- per half-casc. It is expected that consider-
ably increased quantities will be submitted during Septermber.

R.M.
~===0000000==~~
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SAIES AT THE ALEXANDRIA RAILWAY GOODS YARD

Lighter offering of Tasmanian potatoes.

Stocks of potatoes available in Sussex Street during
August consisted of the following quantities:- Tasmanian 87,087
bags; New Zealand 18,900 bags, includin 0,300 bags carried over
from July; New South Wales (North Coast) 333 bags. Arrivals of
Tasmanian tubers were considerably below those of the previous
month, when 124,050 bags were received.

In the Tasmanian section, the demand was very firm and,
at times, stocks were cleared from first hands practically as soon
as they were unloaded from the ships. In the first and second
trading periods, Brownells were sold at £12.0.0 and "Whiteskin®
;?ii::isgrgtiﬁi%égéodpgr Egg.oFgrftherinal two weeks in August,
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PO the Mt tesitet b r Brownells and £12.0.0 per ton

Nlo A similar market ruled for the New Zealand potatoes,

1§tn S reported that the quallty of the shipments was good and

o tle difficulty was experienced in disposing of supplies at
1.0.0 early in the month and at £12.0.0 per ton subsequently.

There were only light stocks of Northern Rivers potat
which sold readily at £11.10.0 for No : 9 POLRLO0S
for No.2 grade lines. ol grade and £9.0.,0 per ton

Arrivels of potatoes at the Alexandria Rallwav Goods
Earg totalled 1,543 bags, all from New South Wales centres. Although
atlgcﬁportion of this offering was of medium quality only and certain
% 8 were withheld for reconditioning, generally a steady recuest
fievailed and satisfactory deliveries of good to prime quaiity‘
£1238 were reported at the following rates:- No.l Grade £11.0.0 to
Stoék.géogoégaggagg fg.g.gotgs£%§.g.0, Seed Grade £9.5.0 to £14.0.0,
B st foca o 2/: pér -y +10.0 per ton, Chat Grade 4/- to 7/¥,
/Further ........
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Purther decline of Victorian onion prices

Victorian growers forwarded 300 tons and 5,674 bags of
Brown Spanish onions to Sussex Street during the month. The ma'rket
throughout was lower than that of July. Screened stocks carried
over in the stores from the previous month's shipments met a
steady demand at £12.0,0 per ton. Recelvals during August, however,
were in excess of buyers' immediate reculrements, and, as a
consequence, rates for thesc were reduced to £10.0,0 per ton in
order to facilitate sales,

Increased rates for pumpkins.

Although the 50 trucks of Queensland pumpkins in position
at Alexandria rcpresented a lighter stock than that railed durlng
July, the arrival in Sussex Street of 1,730 bags from thec same
State made up the deficiency. Notwithstanding this, the market
was fairly good throughout. Early in the period, salcs were
effected at £5.0.0 to £6,0.0; later, prices firmed to £9.0,0 and
£10.0,0, but subsequently steady disposals took place at from
£7.0,0 to £9.0.0 per tcn. Local offerings, consisting of 12 trucks
at Alexandria and 108 bags in Sussex Streect, met a similar market
to that ruling for the Queensland produce, roalisations being:-
At Alexandria - £5.0,0 to £10.0,0, In Sussex Street - £7.0.0 to
£8.10,0 per ton.

Ready sale for other vsgetables.

Tasmanian growers forwarded the following quantities of
other root vegetables to the Sydney market during August:- Swedes
8,308 bags, carrots 2,308 bags, parsnips 252 bags. On the wholo,
ready sales werc effected carly each trading period and price
ranges were:- Swedes and carrots - £6,0,0 to £7.0.0, parsnips
£10,0,0 to £12.0.0 per ton. Local producers railed 89 bags of
swedes and 8 bags of carrots %o Alcxandria. Rates for thc carrots
were not released, but disposals of the swedes worc rcported at
the following levels:-~ By auction £6.15.0, By privatc trcaty
£6.0,0 to £7.0,0 per ton. Supplies of Tasmanian dry pcas arrived
in Sussex Strect; Blue lots were in form request at 22/6 per
b?shal, but Grey lines werc heavily stocked and sold slowly at
9/- to 9/6 per bushel.

White chaff in heavier supply.

- Receivals of white chaff at the Aloxandria Rallway Goods
ard totalled 238 trucks of Oaten and 35 of Vheaten chaff. Although
these quantities constituted 2 larger offoring than that for July,
ggo market was firmer and rates were highor, ranging as follow:-

. tgn - By auction, £5.5.0 to £6.3.4, By privatc treaty, £4.15.0

0 £7.0,0; Wheaten -~ By private troaty - medium £4.10,0 to £5,10.0,
Some sales to £5,15.0, gocd £6.0.0 td £6.,10,0, and prime and extra
prime lines £7.0,0 to £7.5.0, with odd lines to £7.10,0 per ton.

/Satisfactory....
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Satisfactory incuiry for lucerne hay and chaff.

New South 'elcs growers consigned 53 trucks of luccrne
chaff to Alexandria during August. The chief inquiry was for good
to prime leafy lots, which sold rcadily at from £10.0.0 to
£11.10,0 per ton. Medlum and inferior lines, however, met a fair
demand only, and moderatc dlsposals were recported at from £5.0.0.
to £9,0,0, with some sales at £9,10,0 and £9.15.0 por ton.

Arrivals of lucerne hay at Alcxandria consisted of 59
trucks from Maitland and 66 trucks from other contres., Satisfactory
clearances of the Maitland offering were effectecd at.the following
rates:- New Groen £6.0,0 to £8.0,0, inforior from £2,10,0; Dry
£8,0,0 to £9.10,0 per ton. Othcr hay in position at Alcxandria
was of mixed quality; derrick-pressed lots rcalisod £4.0,0 per
ton by auction, while private sales ranged from £4.10,0 for
inferior to £11,0.0 per ton for primec lines.

The truck of wheatcen hay to hand was clearcd at £3.5.0
per ton, The bulk of the locally grown oaten hay (1l trucks)
railed to Alexandria, vas not availablc for salc; the limited
quantities offered brougnt £4.5.0 by auction and from £5.0,0 to
£6.0.0 por ton br private treaty.

Higher realisations for straw.

Consigmments of sfraw to Alexandria during thc month
ineluded 38 trucks of Now Spouth Walecs and 10 trucks of Victorian
produce. On the whole, & geod market ruled, and the inecrocasocd
rates of from £4.10.0 to £5.5.0 per ton wero obtained. The 400
balos of Tasmanian ocaten and wheaten straw to hand in Sussex
Street met a firm incuiry at £5.10,0 to £5.15.,0 per ton.

Stea@y demend for wheat.

A lightor atock of whoat, totalling 111 trucks, was in
position at Alexandria. As has been the casc for somc time past,
290 entiro supply was scld at auction, rcalisations ranging from

5 to 4/2id por bushel, according to quality.

Receivals of maizoc at Aloxandria aggregated 3,088 bags
from Queonsland and 2,705 bags from New South Walos districts.
Plrm disposals worc offcoted at the following ratosse Qucensland -
By auction 4[5 tc 4/63, By private treaty 4/8 to 4/9; Local Yellow,
By auction 4/5 to 4/8, By private treaty 4/9, Whitc 5/- per bushel.,
The 2,148 bags of Nortnorn Rivers maize shippod to Sussox Stroct
met a good inquiry at 4/8 for yellow and 5/- por bushel for white.

Only a portion,of the 15 trucks of oats at rail was
cleared, bringing from 2/2 to 2/7 por bushol by auctlon.

E.A.G.
~===0000000===x




WHOLESALE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES
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IN SYDNEY (N.S.W.) DURING AUGUST, 1940,AND -
CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 31st AUGUST, 193¢9.

The following table gives particulars of the rdnge of
prices:in Sydney as collecctecd and recorded by the Statc Narketing
Bureau in respect of various commodities for the perlods indicatcd:

Commodi ty August, 1940,
From To
Wheat - Home consumption
Bulk - por bushel 4/~ 3/11%
Bagged - " " 4/3 4/2%
(plus £L15.5 (plus £1.18.5
tex) tax)
Bran - per ton £5.10.0 )
Pollard ® M z5.10.0 ) “nohanged
Egge (hen) per dozen 1/2 1/3
Butter:
Choice 161/2 )
First Quality 156/6 ) unchanged
Second 151/10)
Checscs
Loaf per 1lb. 114
Large © IO%d; NHshanehe
Special brands 1/- 1/2
Pigs (Abattoir Salos):
Good to Primec - per head
Porkers - Extra light  26/6 40/6
» - Light 36/6 44/6
5 - Modium weight 40/6 55/6
- Heavy 51/6 59/6
Baconers 63/6 ©87/6
Backfatters £4.5.0 £7,15.0

those held on 29th August, 1939,

31lst August,1939

7

£6.12.3
(plus £6.2.9
tax)

£4,5,0
£4.5.0

1/~

161/2
156/6
151/10

11%d
10
1/2

29th August, 1939
From To
per head
31/6 40/6
39/6 44/6
43/6 51/6
50/6 54/6
60/6 75/6

£4.5.0 £8,10.0

Note: The pig sales ncarcst to 31st August, 1939, woro




RETURN OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IMPCRTED INT NEW S(UTH WALES
BY LAND AND SEA - JULY, 1940.

; FRUIT
- rT——— - W-—-ﬂv-—vb T R T r-—-—-—-—-—v—-—_---—] 2
STATE Pineapples Bananas Other Fruit Tomatoes TOTALS
tropical tropical half-bushel
BB LA tases cases | _cases | cases packages
Queensland 17,818 8,109 18, oos§ 85,262 129,192
Victoria 12 23 40,151 15 40,201
Tasmania ~ - 185, 085 - 185, 085
Sth. Aust. - 1,491 90 1,581
West Aust. S nme— SRS MR L LW S S - T (O 1
pozats: | a7.8sc | sase | z4v.e80 | 85,25 | 359,367 | 4
3
X Also 13,355 trays Strawberries and 76 bags Passinns '
' Alsn 93% tons Melons by rail from Queensland.
A Alsn 137 bags Lemnns.
VEGETABLES
——— - T - L ol e L e el r—-"’l"- WO TR TS e e T e W --'I”Igu&o‘sv.f'ﬁj-‘-Irt T;ﬁhﬁe-i."-l B e e e L B e o
STATE Prtatnes tmir-ns | Swedes Pumpkins Chillies Vegs. TOTALS
b b b tn k . kges. tons
[ A..Dags | bags | bags 2R TSI i, (O RESGE, 1 BEESRa [ PRESC. Y00
Queensland 521 21 - 766 1,678 672 15,009 16,989 (1,678
Victoria 6,443 28, 540 368 - - - 33,671 | 69,022 -
Tasmania 134,984 - 8,708 - - -~ 5,387 | 149,079 -
Sth. Aust. 258 378 - - - 13,749 14,385| -
g R S S S WS N /SO RUNS DI (NN SO RS- N ¢ ..
SOTALS 115,010 ) 28,900 ©,076 ) w66 1 1,878 | __ 672 | 67,816 | 240,587]1,678
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Dark - Choice CAAER RIES Per ¥4 Case

"SPREAD BETWEEN THE RETURN TO THE PRODUCER
AND THE PRICE PAID BY THE CONSUMER

1030 -40 SEASON

40:977

s.d.
Consumer daid ___________ 9-1
. N
Potaitor . 77 & | -\6\\\ Retailers expenses and profits
_____________ ‘///16}4//(1{ ission freight cartage, &c
(gent returned to grower___ 6-8% 10727 / /] (gent’s commission freight cartage,&c.

5 Costs of picking, cases, grading,
-8 packing,car‘tage to rail, &¢.

¢
et Sales return to grower__5-0z

Net sales return to grower

Costs of Pproduction should be
deducted from this return.

40

. .40

940 A.A WATSON
40

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING



