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HIGHLIGHTS 

At meeting in Sydney, Australian Agricultural Council 
considers policy to mect wartime needs, and decdos 
that- (a) Production of eggs, butter, dried milk, 
condensed milk, cheese and, probably, pork should be 
intonsificd and (b) Production of tobacco, cotton, 
vegetable and other seeds, flax and cortain fibres 
should be stimulated, partly for local reçuircmcnts 
and partly for export.  

Reports indicate that, provided. the Commonwealth 
authorities grant permission to form a company, 
cool storage facilities at present available in 
Sydney will be supplemented by the erection of 
modorn cool stores near the City Municipal Markets, 
Sydney. The projected cool stores are to accommodate 
UP to 120,000 casos fruit, with an ultimate maximum 
capacity of 400,000 casos The project is a private 
venture. 

A poll, under the Marketing of Primary Products Act, 
1927-1938, will be hold on 27th August, 1940, to 
decide whether ogg producers in those parts of Now 
South VIales outside the Counties of Cumberland and 
Northumberland and the Shires of Nattal and 
'iollondilly shall be brought under the control of 
the Egg Marketing Board. As matters stand, the 
Board is constituted for the said Counties and 
Shires, within '.rhich the bulk of the State's 
commercial egg production occurs. Poultry farming 
outsido the Board's existing area is increasing. 

Australian Minister for Commerce announces the salo 
to the British Ministry for Food of 7505 000 cases of 
canned fruit, valued at approximatEly £700,000. This 
fruit comprises part of the surplus of the Australian 
pack for the 1940 season of apricots, peaches and 
pears. 
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DISPOSAL OF THE,  NJ SOUTH V1AS TJIAT CROP 
IN THE 1938/39 SEASON. 

(Address by Director of Marketing, Mr. A.A. Watson, 
to the Eighteenth Annual Conference of the Agricultural Bureau 

of New South Wales, on 18th July, 1940.) 

Intr oduc ly. 

The sub 4eat of n talk this morning, which of necessity must 
be short, is the Disposal Of the New south Wales Wheat Crop of Season 
1938/39', At the outset Ifeol it Incumbent upon me to say that an 
endeavour to trace the distribution, of a wheat crop of the size of 
that in New South Wa1es is fr.ught with difficulty. Particulars of 
the State's wheat hrvet in season 1938/39 have been compiled by the 
Government Statistician in relation to a period extending from 1st 
December, 1938 (which date approximately ushered in the now whoat) 
to the 30th November, 1939. It is the number and variety of the 
channels through which wheat passes which make the task of tracing 
the quantities which flow through each, one of some difficulty. In 
point of fact, estimates only are possible as to a number of the 
channels. Carryovers from year to year and other factors add their 
quotas to the problems involved. However, the job has boon attempted. 
By making independent inquiries and applying various checks it has 
beon,possible to account for the greater part of the wheat crop of 
1938/39. 

Forecasting the State's harvest. 

It is fairly widely known that the State Marketing Bureau, 
of which I happen to be the Director, makes a forecast of each year's 
wheat crop. Just for a moment or two, lot me speak of the moaning 
of that word 'forecast'. The word is good Anglo-Saxon and should 
not permit of any misunderstanding. The fact remains that far too 
many people use the words 'forecast' and 'estimate' as though they 
were completely interchangeable. They are not. Every Mayor is an 
Alderman, but every Alderman is not a Mayor. Similarly, every 
forecast is an estimate, but every estimate is not a forecast. A 
forecast is an estimate before the event. An estimate after the 
event, e.g., the official estimate in February of the State's 'rhoat 
production in the season then just ended, is not a forecast. Lot me 
conclude this little homily by pointing out that a forecast is a 
vastly more difficult thing than an estimate of the size of the crop 
after it has boon harvested. It is not my intention to outline the 
difficulties which besot the path of the forecaster nor to remind you 
that the role of prophet has over ben a trying ono. So many of you 
are helping mc in this job of forecasting tho whoat crop of Now South 
Wales that you know as much as I could tell you of the vagaries of 
our glorious Australian climate as it affects rhoat_growing in Now 
South Wales, More wheat, be it said, is gro'm hero than in any other 
Australian State and the growing Is scattered over a larger and more 
variable stretch of territory than charactorisos It In other States. 
However, as in duty bound and as the Marketing of Primary Products 

/Act 000000DO 



-101- 

Act ro(uiro8, the task is tackled vith the aid of 360 wheat farmers 
and 15 Agricultural Instructors and, latterly, with the added' 
assistance of the Grain Trade, and a useful figure results. So much 
by the way. 

Phenomenal yields in North-7ost of Nov South Jales. 

Our foroo.st of production in the season under review, 
i.e., 19/39, and issued in November, 1938, was 47 million 
bushels. It may be recalled that there was a long spoil of 
particularly dry weather during the greater part of the growing 
period in that year, especially in the western and southern 
portions of the State and tho consensus of opinion was that large 
areas were likely to produce much loss grain than usual or to fail 
entirely. However, the occurrence of rain at the last moment, as 
it wore, changed the outlook very substantially and the crop 
finished much better than was anticipated. It thus resulted that 
the forecast of 47,250,000 bushels was exceeded by over 12 million 
bushels, the actual yield aocordng to figures released by the 
Bureau of Statistics, after harvesting was completed, being no 
less than 59,898,000 bushels. This aggregate, it must not be 
forgotten, was largely influenced by absolutely phenomenal yields 
in the North 'Jost of the Stato0 

Lot us have a look at the north .lcstorn yields in 1938/39. 
In that season the total production in the North ' Thstcrn Slope 
Division was 12 million buhc1s, equivalent to a most exceptional 
average yield per acre of 21.6 bushe18 On no occasion during tho 
previous ten years did the recorded outturn in that section of the 
State exceed seven and a third million bushels. Experience was 
similar in the North Central Plain Division whcr3 production almost 
doubled itself. Prior to 1938/39, when approximately 6,000,000 
bushols of grain wore garnered, the highest yield obtained in ten 
years in that Division was about 3 million bushels. 

How the crop was dispos od of. 

'Thon the crop was stripped in 1938/39, therefore, over 
64 million bushels of grain wore ready for disposal, including a 
carry-over exceeding 4,000,000 bushels from the previous season. 
The total of 64,000,000 bushels is reached as follows:- 

Deliveries to silos and railways amounted to almost 
49,000,000 bushels or nearly four-fifths of th-IN total. Of the 
balance, 4,500,000 was retained by farmers as seed for the next 
soasons crop, whilst a further 1 million bushels wore fed to 
stock or held on farms for various purposes. Deliveries to flour 
mills in New South !Jalos aggregated slightly over 4,000,000 
bushels, whilst dolivorios to Victoria by road transport and 
Victorian-owned railways in this State are estimated to have 
totallod 1,000,000 bushels. The carry-over of 4,000,000 bushels 
previously referred to complotos the total. 
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Home consumption roc!uiroments absorbed almost 221 million 
bushels, that figure being niado up of 12,000,000 bushels of flour 
(expressed in terms of wheat), 4,500,000 bushels for seed and 
7,000,000 for poultry and stock food. Exports of grain and flour 
(the latter also expressed In terms of wheat) overseas amounted to 
30 million bushels. As usual, the greater proportion of the wheat 
(as grain) \r.ras  shipped to the United Kingdom, but consignments to 
China, India, Now Zealand and the Irish Free State, or Eire as It 
Is now knoi1n, were by no means negligible. So far as flour Is 
concerned, our chief ovorsea exports were to China, which has been 
outstanding as a customer for Australian flour for some years past. 
Unfortunately, the Sine-Japanese conflict has been responsible for 
dislocation of the trade in recent times. Trade with other States 
Is relatively small, exports of grain being little more than 3 
million bushels in season 138/39. This Is probably accounted for 
by tho fact that other States of the Commonwealth are largely 
self-supporting so far as wheat and flour production are concerned 
In normal years. The carry-over of grain to season 1939/40 was 
nearly 6: million bushels. 

Flour manufactured within Now South a1os for all 
purposes during 1938/39 aggregated just on 600,000 tons. Domestic 
needs accounted for one quarter of a million tons, the balanoc, 
with the exception of 10,000 tons sent to other States, going 
overseas. Tho value of such exports approached £2,000,000. The 
chiof export markets, after China, were the United Kingdom, 
Netherlands East Indies and British Malaya. 

Factors influencing manufacture of flour. 

Perhaps I may be permitted to digress at this stage in 
ordor to make a few observations with regard to flour manufacturing 
In Australia. The quantities disposed of locally remain more or 
loss constant, no great variation being observable from year to 
year. The home market thus causes little appreciable change in 
flour production. The overseas market, however, presents a far 
different story. Here it is necessary for Australian exporters to 
compote with overseas millers and orders for flour cannot be 
obtalnod unless the price at which supplies are offered compares 
favourably with that quoted by overseas competitors, In other 
words, Australian parity begins and ends in Australia. It thus 
happens that the Australian manufacturers' ability to quote a 
competitive price has a groat bearing on the actual amount of 
flour produced, incroasos or decreases In exports resulting in 
increases or decreases, rospoctively, in production. From an 
examination of statistics over a period of years It appears that 
the ability of the Australian millers to compete In overseas 
markets is more or loss governed by wheat prices. That Is to say, 
production locally is greater and exports overseas expand when 
the Australian price of wheat Is on a low level. Conversely, 
higher prices for wheat spell a diminution in flour production. 
It has boon noticed on occasions when local millers' costs arc 
increased, for some reason or another overseas countries find It 
more advantageous to purchase Australian (or oth(,;r) whoat grain 
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arid mill it in factories in thoir own countries rather than 
purchase supplies of Australiai nililed flour. 

The production of mill offals, 

The production of bran, pollard and sharps is ancillary 
to the manufacture of flour. An increase in the quantity of flour 
produced moans that greaterquantities of mill offals are available 
and vice versa. During 1938/39 exports overseas totalled 45,000 
tons valued at approximately £250,000. As is the case with most 
of our primary products, the chief market for exports was the United 
Kingdom but Now Zealand also figured prominently. The cuantitles of 
bran and pollard milled in New South 1.4ales during 1938/39 comprisod 
108,000 and 121,000 tons, rospectivoly. Most parts of the State 
have boon subjected to long dry spoils during recent years and no 
difficulty in disposing of stocks has been encountered because of 
the demand for bran and pollard for poultry feed and for supplement-
ary rations for sheep and cattle. The position lately has become 
acute, supplies at various periods being particularly hard to 
socurc, this being the cumulative effect of abnormal demand and a 
reduction in stocks duo to a failing away in the milling of flour 
for export as a result of war conditions. 

An argument that is familiar enough to poultry farmers 
and which may intcrot whoat-gx'owors and, at the same time, fall 
within the framework of this disusion, is that when oxports of 
flour are buoyant and flour-mills are working th'os shifts, 
outturn of bran and pollard is high and prices of those offals may 
be oxpoted to correspond with tho abundance of the supplies. 
Conversely, it is argued that whon exports of flour arc low in 
volume, mills may be working one shift per day only, or loss, 
outturn of mill offals is reduced accordingly and the vihole-tio 
poultry farmer may expect higher charges for the bran and pollard 
which ho must have for his flocks Likc so many other gonoralis-
ations, the truth of this formula is subject to many qualifications. 
Other factors intervene to add complexity to an otherwise simple 
situation. Drought in dairying or other stock-raising areas may so 
increase demand for mill-offals that the heavy outturn is met by a 
relatively heavier demand and so there may be no fall in bran and 
pollard prices, despite increased production. An export trade in 
bran and pollard has also to be reckoned with: a dry timo in Now 
Zealand, for oxamplo, may augment the demand from that quarter. 
The interest of those matters to wheat growers is that the price 
of their product is affected by its value in both its raw state 
and in its various manufactured forms. Another element of interest 
from the whoatgrowor's point of view is the emphasis it places 
upon the importance of poultry-farming as an outlet for wheat. 
Poultry farmers, as such, rank high among the wheat growers' best 
customers. Hence it is that a movement among poultry-farmers in 
this State, aimed at greater consolidation of their purchasing 
of wheat and mill offals may be a development of the future. The 
major purpose of such a buying organisation would be, of course, 
some flattening-out of fluctuations in both supplies and prices, 
particularly as to mill-offals, more favourable to poultry-, 

 than existing variations. It should not be assumed that 
such an organisation nood be prejudicial to hoat-grors. 
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Period of low values. 

NOW as to the all-important riues -15ion of prices. Unfortun-
ately the relatively high yield of season 1933/39 was offset by 
low values ruling in the markets of the 'rorld 7,rhich acted detriment-
ally upon local values. At the boinning of 1039 new bulk wheat 
sold at 2/5d per bushel ex trucks Sydney and the highest price 
recorded by the State Iarketing Bureau for Sydney millers' quotations 
for bulk wheat up to the time the Australian 'Jhoat Board was 
established following the outbreak of war early in September, 1939, 
was 2/1d per bushel, which price was recorded on two occasions 
during May& However1 as low as 2/0d was reached in July. Apart 
from storage fees, the return to growers at country sidings was 
approximately 7d per bushel less than the figures quoted and the 
outlook for the marketing of the 1938/39 wheat crop was not at all 
encouraging to the producer. The outlook was brightened, of course, 
by the operation of the !Home Consumption Pricc scheme which had 
for Its object the payment of 5/2d per bushel at ports for that 
portion of the crop used for flour for local consumption. That 
scheme functioned per medium of a flour tax which varied Inversely 
to the rise and fall of the price of wheat The moneys collected 
under the flour tax legislation were made available to the various 
States for distribution amongst growers on condition that It was 
paid at a rate per bushel on all wheat sold. Notwithstanding 
efforts to aid producers, the position of the industry became so 
acute In July, 1939, that the Prime Minister convened a conferenco 
of Commonwealth and State Governments in an endeavour to evolve a 
satisfactory wheat stabilisation scheme. Various suggestions were 
under discussion when war was declared and the Commonwealth 
Government decided by virtue of tho provisions of the National 
Security Act to acquire all wheat. 

Values have rison very substantially since the outbreak 
of hostilities but the disposal of our surplus wheat presents a 
difficult problem, what with the cutting off of markets and the 
limitations with regard to shipping space. 

The average wholesale price of flour was as low as £7.9.3 
in September, 1938, but in the following December a Federal Tax was 
instituted. Under this scheme the price of flour was determined on 
the value ruling for wheat on the open market. Details have already 
been given with regard to Its affects on wheat prices. During the 
period under review the rulIn rate for flour was mostly In the 
vicinity of £12.15.O per ton (including tax). 

Prices of mill offals sold 
varied according to availability of 
bran and pollard sold at as high as 
lowest rato was £4.5.0. 

In this State durIng 1936/39 
upplIcs and the demand. Both 

£7.0,0 per ton, whilst the 

The war and markotiorganisation. 

My time is nearly up, but I think there is sufficient 
loft for a look at the marketing organisation of the wheat 

/industry .. 



industry as represented by the Australian !heat Board. It reçuirod 
a war and the compulsory powers vested in the Comraonwoalth 
Government by the National Security Act, 1939, to bring about a 
Conunonwealth-wide organisation for the handling of the Australian 
wheat crop. The Australian hoat Board Tas constituted by 
regulations under that AOt and Committees of an advisory character 
wore established in each tato0 In effect, the machinery has been 
provided for the conduct of a compulsory whoat pool during the 
currency of the war. 

The regulations provide for expropriation of wheat by 
the Commonwealth "for scouring the public safoty and defence of 
the Commonwealth and Territories for the efficient prosecution of 
tho war and for maintaining supplies and services essential to tho 
life of the community". 

It is also provided that the Minister may  from time to 
timo declare that any wheat is acquired by the Commonwealth and 
shall thereupon become the absolute property of the Commonwealth. 
The Australian Theat Board is empowered to purchase any wheat, 
soil or dispose of any wheat accuircd or purchased by the Connnon-
wealth; grist or arrange for the gristing of any wheat into flour 
and soil or otherwise dispose of that flour; manage and control 
all matters connected with the handling, storage, protection, 
treatment, transfor or shipment of any wheat acauirod by the 
Commonwealth or any wheat or flour sold or disposed of by the 
Commonwealth on behalf of the Commonwealth. 

What of the future? 

No more need be said of the wide povzors vested in the 
Australian Thoat Board £ or the handling and disposal of our wheat. 
The question I wish to raise is whether an organisation of the 
kind is destined, like B.A.W.R.A., to be thrown into the discard 
when peace returns. The marketing of the crop is apt to present 
as great problems in times of peace as in war. Surely it would be 
a pity if wheat marketing organisation that had proved itself in 
an-emergency were allowed to pass without leaving behind it a 
pormanont contribution to the welfare of the industry. Whon the 
'Jar is over - andovcn before the War is over - study the 
constitutional position of the States In relation to marketing 
control. Don't rashly assume that because the Cornnionvrealth may 
not, the States cannot, 

Under the Dairy Produce Export Pricos Order, 1939 (N.Z.) 
provision is made for additions to or deductions from the basic 
purchase prices for butter and choose according to quality as dis-
closed by tho grading points awarded. It is evident that the 
system has stimulated the production of dairy produce of hghor 
quality as the porcontagos of butter and choose which gainod tho 
basic guaranteed price or over in 1938/39 wore higher than in the 
two previous soascaia, The improvement in quality was particularly 
marked in the case of choose. 



PHYSICAL FEAT(JRS, PRODUCTION AIM GENFAL DESCRIPTION 
OF T NORTH STi.i'L SLOP STATIST-ICAL D~VISIW NO.8, 

NEW SOUTI-I WALES. 

In the previous issue of this publication, a description was 
given of the Worth Vlestern Slope Division, the population, climate, 
timbers and pastoral industry. Some account now follows of the various 
crops, water conservation schemes etc, in this suction of the State, con-
cluding with schedules of production. 

Wheat - tho main crop. 

The principal wheat-producing divisions of the State in order 
of iniportanco are the Rivorina, the South Wostorn. Slope, the Central 
I1ostorn Slope and the Worth Western Slope. 	The total yields, of 
course, vary according to the season, but on the average the northern 
districts, of which the subject division forms the major part, accounts 
for approximately 12 per cent, of the Statos total production. Dif-
ferences of soil, climatic conditions, cultural methods and other fac-
tors play their part in dotormining yields; an important factor operat-
ing in northern areas is that, normally, the greatest rainfall is oxpor-
ion cod during the summer months. 

A survey of official figures shows that in rocont years the 
best yields per acre usually have boon socurod in the northern sections 
of the State, as may be soon in the incroaso in the avorago yield from 
9,6 bushels per acre in the docado ended 1923-24 to 13.9 bushels per 
acre over the ten-year period ended 1937-38. 	It does not mean, how- 
ever, that the southern sections are losing their place as the portion 
of the wheat belt in which tho cereal is most successfully grown. It 
must be remembered that the North-West has been favored by a sequence 
of good seasons and that post-war development in the south has meant 
that substantial areas with rather uncertain rainfall wore brought into 
cultivation in the western Rivorina. The generally poor results in 
these new southern areas have had an approclablo affect in reducing 
the average yield in the southern districts, 

In order to gain some idea of the extent of wheat growing in 
the North Western Slope recourse has boon had to statistics of acreage 
and pr oduc ti on • Those show that during 1937-38 the area sown to wheat 
for grain was 512,381 acres, while that cultivated for hay and green 
food amounted to 26,300 acres. 	The production from those lands total- 
led 6,834,615 busho1, an average of 13.3 bushels per acro, while 
18,868 tons of hay wore made, 	The crop was grn in practically all 
sections of the division but the greater proportion (about 46%) was 
harvested In the Pool River country with Tamworth as the centre and the 
Liverpool Plains section with Gunnodah as t1ib central point. Other 
notable portions of the division woro the Shiros of Bannockburn, Yalla-
roi and ilondowa, 

In the ton years 1928-29 to 1937-33 the yields have varied 
fairly considerably each season. Tho best year was 1933-34 when 
7,383,933 bushels wore harvested as against the 1935-36 season when 
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the outturn was only 3 0 477,060 bushels. 	Tho' average annual production, 
however, was somewhat more than five and half million bushels over the 
ton year period, while the average yield per acre was 14,3 buhol. 

Other Core a is, Lucerne, o to, 

After wheat, tho princ4tpal cereals grown are maize, oats and 
barley, but compared with wheat the area devoted, to these crops is vory 
small, 	Latest figures (1937-38) show that approximately 10,000 acres 
wore sown to maize for grain, while about 2,000 acres were cultivated 
for groan food. 	The combined acreage given ovor.to oats and barley 
for all purposes amounted to 23,303 in tho same period. Yields total-
loci 134,000 bushols of maize, 104,000 of oats and approximately 30,000 
of barley, about hail' of the latter being produced for malting. Oaten 
hay made was in the vicinity of 3,000 tons. 	In addition, a small 
quantity of rye and broom millet was produced, these crops being chiefly 
cultivated in the Liverpool Plains and Pool River sections of the 
division 

Lucerne is also successfully grown. 	Comparatively large tracts 
are under this valuable crop. 	It is grown both for hay and green feed 
and considerable quantities of the hay, which is generally of a high 
standard, are railed to the Sydney market, Lucerne hay grown in this 
section of the State also provides a valuable safeguard against dry 
seasons in adjacent districts and in the more remote parts of the State. 
During 1937-38 over 38,000 acres were used for 3Teon. feed, while from 
16,362 acres over 21,000 tons of hay were made, which constituted about 
12 per cent, of the State 1 s total, 

Root and Miscellaneous Crops. 

As previously statod, the North Western Slope is predominantly 
pastoral and its agriculture, broadly speaking, is limited to wheat,  
Although other activities are generally carried on in conjunction with 
wheat growing, they have attained more than local significance. Areas 
are found within the Division whore fruit and vegetables are success-
fully grown and while the quantity is not large the variety and quality 
are impressive, 	Market gardening is carried on to a limited extent, 
principally in the southern portion in the neighbourhood of Tamworth 
and G'unnoclah. 

At Ashford in the north eastern portion of the Division, near 
to the Quoonsland border, the Department of Agriculture conducts an 
experiment farm whore research in rolation to tobacco growing is 
earriod out and valuable results have boon aohiovod. A small quantity 
of loaf is produced annually in certain aroas that have proved suitable, 
notably in the Shires of Ashford and Cockburn, the latter of which 
borders on Tamworth. About 3,300 cwt, was produced in 1937-38. 

Gpo8 for wino making are also cultivated in the Ashford local-
ity, but production is vary limited. 
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Water Conservation Schomo& 

In the inland parts of New South Wales rainfall decreases more 
or less reular1y with distance from the coast and although water from 
artesian bored is available over a wide area the necessity for water 
conservation is recognised. 	The largest schor.ies of this nature, in 
operation or in course of ionutruction, are in the central and southern 
parts of the State. Dams and weirs regulating the flow of certain 
inland rivers so that tho best use Possible is ma-do of the water occur 
in the drier districts 

On the North WesternSlope )  Work in this direction is only in 
its infanoy, Nevertheloas tho hood is r000gnisod and constructional 
operations are dontoriplatod on thd Náhoi and Gwydir rivôrs, do that 
their waters ma be stored alid tiilisod to offset tho throatonod do 
crease in the flow of arosian bol4eEl t, 	Tho most important o those 
enterprises is the Keopit Dan Wh±1I is bo consorvo the waters of tho. 
Nanioi at a point in the vie Initr of Gtthxiod.ah1 	Th estimated coat o 
this dam is £l,34000Q 

FadtoViQs and Miiqs. 

It is mainly in tho ooatal areas that output from factories 
and mines is important, the only exception being at Broken Hill in the  
Western Division. However, limited activity Occurs in practically all 
divisions, and the North Western Slope is no exception. 	Mineral 
deposits occurring in this aroa include coal, tin, gold and copper, 
Statistics for the year 193738 chv that the twonty-threo ninos work- 
ing paid out £38,000 in wages and salaries. 	Tho value of the output 
for the same year was £70,000. 

The number of factories and works was 127 In year ended March, 
1938)  employing an average of slightly over 800 persons. 	The value of 
goods manufactured or work done was stated to be £704,486, while the 
value of production was £296,307. 

ranaport. 

Except for the northern portion, the subject division is well 
served with rail transport. The main northern line from Sydney to 
Brisbane passes through the south eastern corner before entering the 
New Enrjland portion of the adjoining Division. From this main line a 
branch serves Manilla and Barraba, whilst the railway linking Moree and 
Invorell traverses the more northern section of the division, Werris 
Creek Is an important junction from which rail communication is possible 
with the wert and north western parts of New South Wales. 

The roads in the northern section, which would Include the 
Bingara and Warialda areas, are, in the flat country, fairly hard and 
good whon dry, but bad and sometimes impassable in wet weather, owing 
to the sticky nature of the black soil, 	Towards tho tablelands, the 
roads are better and on the ridges are often hard and stony. The main 
roads in the hilly country are metalled, 
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Around the Tariiworth, Ianll1a , Barraba, Nundle, Quirin.dj and 
Gunnedah districts road transport facilities are fairly satisfactory. 
The main roads are good and transportation is easy except in the nioun-
tainous sectors and in wet weather on the black soil. The gradients 
are not steep and the roads are for the most part fairly hard, 

IO4uie Of Production and Lvostoc1. 

The following schedules compiled from figures published in the 
Now South Wales Statistical Register, show the average annual produc-
tion of the principal primary products together with the annual average 
number of livestock grazed for the five year period ended 31st Liaroh, 
1938, 

North "Western Slope Division 
ductjon, Five Years &tdod3lst 

- Average Annual Pro- 
19trc1 	:i. 

Wool 	.. 	 IS 

Wheat (Grain) 
•. 49,260,000 lb. 

•. U 	(Hay) 
.. .• 5,623,999 bushels. 

Lucerne 
.. 17,706 

29,541 
tons. 

u 
Maize 	,. 
Oats 	(Grain) 

 138,418 bushels. 
•, 	.,• it 	(Hay) ,. 

06,995 ' 
Barley (Malting) 

.. .. 
•, 

3,390 
24,049 

tons. 
bushels. 

(Other) 	•. .• ,• 10,853 ft 
Tobacco 	.. 
Dairy Products - Butter •• 

3,459 
2,435458 

cwt. 
lb . - Bacon & Hams •, 52,831 It 

A suggested estimate, based on average roalisations on the 
Sydney market for 1938, of the apoxirato value of those products is 
placed at £4,460,655 	To this might be added the average value of 
minerals won and goods manufacturod ovor the same five year period 
£37,800 and £257,200 respectively, 

Average Annual Number of Livestock Carried on tho 
Nor th We s tei 	1 do iv&ionfo Yoa ended 

k 

Horses 	of 	 40,177 head 

Cattle •• 230,973 it 

Sheep 	•, 5,825,305 	It 

Pigs 	.. 10,583 U 

A.T. ---- 00000oo- - 
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TI MAIUTS FOR LIVESTOCK AT IUS-I 

NUMBERS OF SI1EP, CATTLE AND PIGS ACAIIT SHO!1  INCREASE. 

Heavy yardings continue. 

The sharp risc in the number of sheep and lambs coming 
forward to the Homobush Saloyards which was so apparent during the 
previous month was even more pronounced during July. Consignments 
on each saic day wore consistently heavy, average ponriings being 
in the vicinity of 49,000 head. During the period the shoop and 
lambs available totalled 440,925 head which exceeded the previous 
month's large total by 109,659. In the corresponding month of 
1939 the aggregate rocoivals of sheep and lambs was 299,568. 
Graziors generally arc passing through a very trying time and, with 
natural food scarce in many localities, are compelled to consign 
heavily to Homobush while stock arc in reasonably good condition. 

Light trade shoot scarce. 

There was a scarcity for the greater part of the period 
of good light wothors but on occasions nice lines of this class of 
sheep wore forward. Heavy wothors wore particularly well supplied 
and, while morinos predominated, some exceptionally heavy cross-
brods wore offered. Ewes wore not so numerous and comprised chiefly 
fair to good trade sorts. Quito a fw  aged cull ewes wore included 
but, although of a suitable weight for trade purposes, they wore of 
somewhat plain grade. At times, attractive lots of the heavier 
class of owe were forward. One very noticeable feature of the 
grown sheep market was the falling-off in nunthors, particularly 
towards the close of the period. Although a total of 181,501 head 
was received for sale (or about 20,000 above the previous month's 
total) the latter part of July was marked by a shortage of sheep; 
at the last sale hold in the period only 13,100 head of grorn 
sheep wore penned or approximately 265 of the total offering. 
Sheep may be somewhat lightly supplied in the near future, as 
shearing operations, which are now procoedin, will curtail 
supplies. 

Strone demand for sheep at closing sales. 

Average roallsations for quality sheep for the greater 
part of July compared favourably with those of the previous month, 
although at times some variation was apparent. Following the 
falling away in numbers late in the period and the resultant strong 
demand, values for good wothors and owes rose sharply, an improve-
ment of from 1/6 to 2/6 per head being noticoablo by the close of 
July. Prices of medium to plain shocp, however, did not improve 
so materially, but an advance of from 6d to 1/- per head was 
apparent. Demand for this class of sheep was batter owing to 
roducod yardings. 

Early in the period a consignment of wothors which would 
dross approximately 46 lb. of mutton sold at 21/2 oach, oquivalont 
to 3d par The Heavier wothors sold on the sainc day at 3d per lb.; 
this draft of sheep weighed approximately 52 1b0 and wore disposed 

of 



of at 2/10 per head. Shorn ewes of good chapo and appcarnoo 
.nd woighing about 42 lb. cost 2-d per lb. and rculisod 11/4 each. 

Following a downward trend in valus about -tho second week in 
July heavy sheep wore obtaincd f or 2d per lbo of a line of 54 lb. 
wothors soiling for 21/10 each. A strong domand strmulatod by 
lightor supplies was esponsiblo subscquentl for improved roalis-
ations good trade wcthors costing 3d per lb; ix this ins tano 
a draft of sheep dressing approximately 46 lb, sold at 21/.- per 
head. A steady improvement over the closing salofl of the period 
was manifested and roalisations at the end of July wore conidor-
ably,  better than at the opcning sales. A pen of good trade wothors 
weighing approxthatoiy 44 lb. sold at 22/4 each or 3 -d per lb. and 
heavy wothors dressing about 50 lb. sold at 24/6 each or 3d per 
lb. Nice quality light owes estimated to weigh 40 lb. sold at 19/4 
per head or 31d por lb. 

Roalisationc for grown shoop must still be rogardod as 
satisfactory. Although substantially the same as in Jima, the 
lower trend in skin valuos was partly responsible for increased 
costs of the carcasos. Good quality wothors generally sold at 
prices ranging from 19/ to 27/- per head, but on some occasions 
odd lots of sheep wore disposed of at higher prices. Medium lines 
wore obtained at prices ranging from io/- to 18/- each. Ewos of 
quality wore mostly secured at prices ranging from 11/- to 18/-
but some drafts of vary nice quality and carrying particularly 
good skins changed hands at 19/.- to 22/- per head. Medium to 
plain owes sold at rciativoly lower prices. Some of the very 
plain sorts wore at times difficult to quit. 

On a few occasions about the end of July, drafts of nice 
cuality 4 tooth wethors made up to 4d per lb. end other lines not 
quite so well finished brought to 3 -d per lb.; for the most part, 
however, good light trade sheep ranged in price from 2d to 3d 
per lb. Although heavy wothors cost as much as 3d per lb., some 
lots of oxccptiona11r heavy sheep of splendid quality, wore 
obtained at 2d per lb.; generally, howcver, heavy wathors worc 
worth from 2d to 3-41d per lb., with perhaps the largest proportion 
at 2d to 3d per lb. Best light ewes coct 30 or lb., and hoavy 
2d but average roalisations were from 2-d to 30 and 2d to 2'd 
per lb. for heavy and light descriptions, respectively. 

Heavy yardings of lambs. 

Suckers and lambs wore very well represented throughout 
and on one occasion comprised about 76% of the total yardlngs. The 
aggregate pcnnings for the period reached 2590 424 or some 89,000 
rtioro than the previous month's supply. Despite the increasingly 
heavy supplios of lambs quality guncraily was reasonably good. 
Now season's suckers wore fairly roll in ovidonco and riany lines 
of very nice quality wore included but lambs ranging from medium 
to good trade quality wore by far the most numerous. The old or 
Summer lambs wore mostly of a heavy typo. Some consignmonts which 
1vorc of excellent shape and finish wore received but fair numbers 
wore offered which wore shoring the effects of the dry conditions 
prevailing 
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Avorago roa1ist1ons below those of previous month. 

Generally speaking, average realisations for lambs toro 
not so good as those ruling during Juno and the market throughout 
July showed some variation. Opening sales 'o'rorc mostly firm but 
at the following auctions values declined by from 1/-. to 2/- per 
head, the medium grades being most adversely affected. Later, 
however, dospito increased supplies, the bettor grades of lambs 
mot with a stronger demand and prices hardened. By the end of the 
period the market had fully recovered the fall sustained earlier 
and in many instances rates for choice light suckers wore from 6d 
to 1/- per head above those ruling oarlior in July. 

Sales which give a good indication of the variation in 
prices are as follow: At the auction held on the 1st July a draft 
of suckers, weighing approximately 32 	lb. sold .t 21/11 each or 
6-d per lb. Heavy lambs on the same day made 5d per lb.; they 
weighed 42 lb. and wore diposod of at 26/8 each. Following the 
downward trend in prices, light suckers wore bought for 6- d per 
lb., a yard weighing 30 lb. being purchased for 18/6 each. The 
improvement in the position towards the end of July is evidenced 
by buyers paying 20/1 per hoad for 30 lb. suckers, equivalent to 
7d per lb., while heavy lamb dressing approximately 38 lb. made 
6d per lb. or 23/1 oach, 

A large proportion of the bettor grades of lambs was 
sold at prices ranging from 18/.- to 25/-. each, according to weight 
and skin valuo. Some of the hoavior lambs realised from 26/.- to 
29/-. each and medium to plain descriptions wore offered at from 
8/- to 18/-. Plain and inferior typos, of which some vera noticed 
throughout the yard, wore sold in the vicinity of 5/- oach. Light 
suckers and lambs cost as much as 7d per lb0 but for the most 
part sold at from 6d to 6d for the bettor grades with modium to 
plain sorts at from 5d to 5-d per lb. Heavy lambs made up to 
6*d per lb., but average roalisations wore chiefly 5d to 6th 

Quality cattle in light supply.  

Cattle supplies fluctuated during July, 1940, with the 
heaviest consignmonts coming forward during the early part of the 
month. The total yarding of 18,594 hoad, covering nine sale days, 
Showed an increase compared with the Juno aggregate, A greater 
percentage of cattle was auctioned in the fat stock section, bulls 
and stores accounting for 2,056 of the total, The quality of the 
offorings gonc;rally was on a par with that of stock auctioned 
during the latter part of the previous month and could only be 
described as fair. Cattle in bettor condition)  of course, wore 
always available in a varying dogroc and many odd consignments of 
prime boasts were noticed. On most occasions however, the latter 
wore all too Low for buyers' requirements. Since the previous 
month's Review was issued, the pastoral position has deteriorated 
further. Practically no rain of any consoquenco fell during July 
and the outlook at the close of the month was the worst for man-,y-
years in some districts, particularly in the north west and Upper 
Hunter sections of the State. Hand feeding has become widespread. 
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Except for frosty nIGhts, the present vrinter4  has boon very mild 
and to somo oxtont this has resulted in stock remaining In bettor 
condition than would othorrIsc havc boon the oaso in view of the 
dry season. 

Limited consignments of bullocks. 

Bullocks wore wall suppliod on one sale day only, 
consignments for tho most part being rather small. Lightweight 
beasts greatly predominated and generally were of fair to good 
trade çuELlity with odd lots prime. Heavy bullocks wore particular-
ly scarce during the period and Queensland cattle wore relatively 
fov In number. Compared with the previous month, avorago prices 
showed a moderate Improvement. The market was best at the 
commencement and at the close of the period when prime light 
boasts realised to 4/- per 100 lb. drosod vioight. This rate was 
also attained by modium weight descriptions on the first sale day 
of the month. Prices showed a regular donward trend until the 
middle of July when they wore about 3/ per 100 lb. lower. An 
upward movement then began. On the final sale day a pen of prima 
Shorthorn bullocks, estimated to weigh 720 lb. droseod, sold at 
£15.2.0 per head, equivalent to 42/ par 100 The 

Fair supplies of stoors. 

Stoors were cnoral17- fairly well suppliod and there was 
a bottcr showing of quality descriptions, although fair to good 
trade sorts prodomjnc.tod. Prices followed the same trend noticcd 
In relation to bullocks and gcnora1l showed an improvement on the 
previous 	values. Top quotations for prime light stoors, 
for -,rhich a koon demand provailcd, ranged from 45/- to 48/- per 
100 The 

Variable offerings of cows. 

Consignments of cows fluctuated markedly from sale day 
to sale day, both as to numbers arriving and quality. The 
percentage of heavy cows also showod a fair amount of variation. 
Although a noticeable propotin of the ponnings was of good 
quality, medium to fair trade sorts constituted the bulk of the 
offerings. Good to prime cows sold at vory satisfactory rates 
dos1pito fluctuations e 	uotatIone for heavy grades ranged from 
33/- to 36/- and from 37/ to 39/ and light from 35/ to 38/.-
and from 38/- to 40/- per 100 The dressed wIght. 

Unovon truckins of holfors. 

The numbers of holfors forward oarl in the perIod wore 
rather small but supplios subsequently Increased fairly consider-
ably. Medium to good trade sorts predominated but occasional pens 
of prime grade wore to be soon. Ericos covcrin good to prime 

-Ijheavy and light descriptions ranged from 6/ to 43/- and from 39/- to 47/.- per 100 lb., respoctjvol'-, 
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Prime vealers scarce. 

Although vealers were mostly moderately supplied, at the 
close of the period they were fairly Plentiful. Small calves of 
medium quality formed the bulk of the offering on some sale days 
but on other occasions heavier descriptions were more in evidence. 
Prime grade was generally  difficult to secure. Prices I o voalors 
Were the highest on the first sale day when good to prime wore 
quoted at 48/.. to 55/- per 100 lb. The market declined sharply 
during the second week but quickly recovered and for the remainder 
of the period prices mostly ranged from 48/.- to 53/.- per 100 lb. 

The recovery in cattle values during Juno was generally 
well sustained throughout the poriod under rovlow and prices for 
quality descriptions again reached high levels, despite a 25% 
reduction in hide values. A comparison of prices ruling on the 
final sale day of July, 1939, and the corresponding sale day of July this year shows the latter to be the hIg1er by at least 12/- per head, 

Since the close of the 
area but most of the falls were 
any appreciable benefit. In any 
therefrom could only bo expected 
State, 

month rain has fallen Over a wide 
not sufficiently heavy to be of 
case, any Immediate results 
in the warmer portions of the 

Incrcasod supplies of countrr pigs. 

The number of pigs sold by auction during July,  viz., 73 080 hoad, showed an Increase when compared with that of the 
previous month and it was considerably in excess of the aggregate 
for the corresponding period of 1939. Arrivals by rail from 
country centres, which are usually in the minority,  aggrogatod 31 740 head or nearly 53% of the total. Reference to the figures 
Issued by Metropolitan Moat Industry Commissioner dIsc1oo that 
9,633 pigs were sold in the Metropolitan Area during July, 
indicating an Incroaso In private selling including the sale of 
heavy baconor pigs"over the sca1o. 

QualItL-  of porkers improves. 

Porkers wore well supplied throughout the period and 
all weights wore represented. During the early part of the month 
quality generally was disappointing and only a rolativoay small 
percentage was of prime grade. At subsequent sales, however, 
quality showed an Improvoment, whilst at the final auctions of 
the period, when country pigs wore in the majority, it was the 
best soon for some considerable time. Pigs in store condition 
wore wcll in ovidcnc and met a road-,c-  demand from suburban feeders. 
Prices of porkers fluctuated but, on the avorago, returns to 
producers wore better than during Juno, 1940. Values wore highest 
during the latter half of the period when prima light porkers 
dressing 60 lb. sold to 45/6 Per head and heavy (90 lb.) to 58/6. 
On a per lb. basis, the extreme range of rates covering good to 
prime porkers of all weights (35 to 90 lb.) was 6d to lid. 
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Values of baconers advance,, 

Baconers were moderately si4iplied and the consignments 
comprised chiefly, light weight descriptions of fair to good trade 
standard A small partentago of heavy to extra-heavy baconers 
was available on most sale days. The lower Values noted in June 
continued to rule durin the early part of JUlr. but subsequent 
sale days saw more active compet.tion uiioi1gst the buyers. Prices 
Soon recovered and by the close of July cuotations for prime heavy 
baconers dressing 150 lb. reached 87/6 per head (7d per lh.. 
Prime light pigs always sold readily and wore worth up to 7. per 
lb0 on. a dressed weight basis. It is understood that sales "over 
the scale at the Romebush Abattoirs were effected at rates 
ranging from 6d to 6-d per lb. The utilisation of heavy baconers 
£ or local roquiremets as vroll as export purposes is held to be 
partly responsible for the increased values. 

Variable consignments of baokfattors. 

Consignments of backfattors were variable both as to 
quality and the percentage of weighty sorts available. For the 
most paft. however, the pormings consisted of light descriptions 
Of medium to good trade quality. Primeualit:.r pigs wore the 
most plentiful on the final sale day. Rates for this class of pig 
were fairly steady throughout but they wore slightly 1oier than 
during the previous month. Pigs of good to rimo quality dressing 
200 to 350 lb. ranged in value from 5d to 5-d per lb., whilst 
thosc. exceeding 350 lb., but of similar quality, wore worth from 
4d to 5d. The highest prices paid per head wore in the vicinity of £8l5O, 

Market valuoc mostly higher. 

The market generally may be considered very satisfactory 
from the producer's standpoint in view of the increased values of 
porkers and baconers, This is especially the case when it is 
rcmembrod that prices were good when consignments were heavy and 
the percentage of quality animals the best for Samo time. 

3.0. & J:. 
- .- - - 000O000.- - - - 

A review issued by t 19he Victorian Department of 
Agriculture on 9th August, 	40, states that the area under 
potatoes in Victoria for the current season is estimated by the 
rovernmen•L; Statist at 32,500 acres, compared with 34,396 acres 
planted last season. Reports indicate that harvesting of the 
late crop is practically completed and that, with the exception 
Of isc1ted minor potato re 	the yields have been the lightest 
on record. The aggregate yield £ or the State Is estimated at 
65,000 tons, compared with 81,415 tons harvested in the previous 
season, 
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TRADING IN FRUIT AND VEGETABLES AT THE 

SYDNEY MUNICIPAL MARKETS 

Although the weather was fine and temperatures particul-
arly mild for this period of the year, trading in fruit generally 
was rather quiet. 

Tavel oranges well sujplied. 

Plentiful supplies of Navel oranges came to hand from 
Coastal districts and the Irrumbidgec Irrigation Area. Sales wore 
quiet during the first fortnight and a downward trend in values 
was apparent. Subsequently there was a better inquiry for the 
popular sizes and rates improved by about 1/- per case. Up to that 
time few sales wore effected at prices in excess of 7/ per case, 
except for a few extra choice lots from inland areas, such as 
Narromino 

Lcrnons sold to factories. 

Lemons wore only moderately 
as the rotall trade was concornod was 
quantities wore required by factories 
and this had a stabilisLng effect on 
well maintained throughout, 

stocked but demand as far 
limited. Considerablo 
for processing, however, 

the market and values wore 

Choice mandarins in roost. 

There was a good inquiry for choiec large mandarins and 
realisations wore very satisfactory. Small or puffy" fruit, 
howovor, was difficult to dispose of and at times was practically 
unsaloablo. 

Spplios of apples sufficient for requirements. 

Regular consients of apples wore rocoivod from othor 
States to Supplement limited supplies from Now South 'Jalos 
districts and sufficient stocks wore available for trade needs. 

A steady demand was maintained for quality fruit, 
Particularly coloured dossort varieties and values of Jonathan 
and Crofton showed a slight improvement. Large Granny Smiths of 
quality wo re also in request *hilo vendors had little difficulty 
in disposing of the limited stocks of Novr South YJalos grown 
Delicious at high prices. 

Some choice Granny Smiths wore received from Western 
Australia and sold well at rates ranging to i/- per case, which 
compared favourably with prices for local packs. 

Choice poars soil well. 

Pears for the most part wore only in light to moderate 
supply and quality lines were in request at higher prices. 
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Bananas moderately stocked. 

Only moderate quantities of bnanas were on offer and, 
while demand was quiet, values of quality fruit were maintained 
at relatively high levels throughout the greater part of the 
period. Towards the end of the month the high prices ruling had a 
retarding effect on sales and lower rates were accepted to 
facilitate clearances. 

Passionfruit prices advance. 

Sales of passionfruit for the month opened with prices 
showing an increase of about 1/-, with best quality packs realising 
to 10/- per half-case. Supplies wore only light to moderate and 
up to the end of the third vreok of July there was a steady upward 
movement in values. Later there was a fall in prices but choice 
lines realised to 12/ per half-case. 

Downward trend in prices of pineapplcs. 

Sales wore affected at slightly firmer rates at the 
beginning of the month. Subsequently more plentiful supplies wore 
available and as requost generally was quiet pricos recoded by 
about 2/, quotations ranging from 6/- to 10/- per tropical case. 
These prices wore fairly well maintained throughout the remainder 
of the period. 

Queensland strawberrios plentiful. 

Fairly large quantities of strawberries were received from 
Queensland but clearances for the most part wore satisfactory. There 
was a good inriulry for the week-end trade but mid-week sales wore 
rather slow and mostly lower prices were accepted. When supplies 
were heaviest about the middle of the month considerablo quantities 
wore secured by factories, 

Limited quantities wore received from local growers and 
very satisfactory prices were realised. 

Trading in vegetables was generally of a steady nature 
throughout July and clearances of most lines were satisfactory. 

Cauliflowers heavily stocked. 

Cauliflowors for the most part wore heavily stocked. 
Sales d.iring tho first weak opened with prices showing a dovnvzard 
trend but subsoquontly a temporary lessening of supplies resulted 
in improved prices. Towards the close of the period, however, 
exceptionally large rniantitios wore on offer. Stocks wore 
considerably in excess of normal requirements and relatively low 
prices ware accepted to facilitate clearances. During the period 
Of glut supplios, large quantities wore purchased on behalf of 
canning factories. 
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Prices of cabbages fluctuate. 

Cabbages were also plentiful and demand varied from 
moderate to quiet. Prices fluctuated rTlthifl narrow margins but 
for the most part ranged from 1/- to 4/- per dozen. 

Rates for peas v. 

Prices of peas also fluctuated somewhat but in the main 
they were very satisfactory. There was a decline in values early 
b ut later the market improved and at the end of the month up to 

per bushel was realised for quality lines, 

Beans plentiful. 

Large consignments of beLLns came to hand trice weekly 
from Queensland and the North Coast of New South /ales but the 
proportion of choice was not large, the bulk of the supplies 
showing the effects of the draughty conditions. A good, doinand 
prevailed for quality lots but other descriptions were difficult 
to sell. A decline in values was apparent at the beginning of 
the month, few sales being made at prices exceeding 5/- per bushel. 
During the week ended 24th July, agents were able to di-" 	of 
stocks at higher values, up to 8/'- per bushel being realised. By 
the end of the month, however, prices had again declined by about 2/-.. 

Glasshouse tomatoes appear on market. 

Limited quantities of tomatoes from local sources wore 
Supplemented by regular consignments from Queensland. Green 
tomatoes were slow of sale but a steady demand was maintained for 
choice coloured descriptions and realisations were very satisfactory. 
Small quantitlos from local glasshousos wore also available and odd 

w sales ore offoctod at prices ranging to 20/-u but most of the 
disposals were effected at between 10/-. and 16/- per half-caso. 

- '.'-000O000- 

FRUIT BY TIM POUND, 

J.  ,i  .-i -, 
• U . U • 

The following is an extract from "The California 
Citrograph" of jT, 1940:- 

UHOW much does a bunch of spinach weigh? A cluster of 
radishes? A dozen oranges? A head of lettuce? 

Answers to these questions and for all fruits and 
vegetables will be forthcoming. For the Safoway Stores organisation 
has embarked on a plan of selling all fruits and vegetables 

by the 
pound instead of by count or bunch. Similar plans have boon tried 
In other parts of the country with indifferent success. But this is 
the first time such a venture has boon attempted on a widespread 
scale so close to home. The results will be watched with interest," 

----0000000---- 



AU;•:ANDRIA RAIL' LY GOODS YARD 
AND 

SUSSEX ST7IT SALES 

Firm demand for potatoes. 

Tasmanian 	 124,050 bags or potatoes to 
the Sydney market during Jul" 1940: this total was slightly 
above that of the preylous xnohth. Stocks comprised table grade 
tubers of the Brownefl, Snowflake and Arran Chief varieties. At 
the beginning of July, the rate for Brownells was fixed at £11 per 
ton during the third week the price was advanced to £12.10.0, and 
for the remainder of he month bhb quote was maintained at £12.0.0, 
The fixed rates for the 	itokft varieties were mainly 20/ per 
ton lower in each case, A im inquiry for all lines prevailed and 
the range of Enbv;Plakedrices throughout the month 	Brownolls £l1.0.o to U2.1040; 	 10.0.0 to £l1.lo.O: Arran Chiefs £9.10.o 
to £11.10.o per ton. 

Following on the decision of the Commonwealth Government 
to partially lift the embargo on the importation into Australia of 
New Zealand potatoes, a shipment of 12,500 bags was received in 
Sydney on Monday, 29th July. The general qua1itr of these tubers 
was good, and the markpt rate was fixed at £1l.O.o per ton, the 
same as that then ruling for Tasmanian "whitoskin varieties, 
Owing to the large rivantjtles of potatoes available from other 
sources, it was decided to offer only 5,200 bags of the Now 
Zealand consignment during the final week in July, wititholding the 
remainder until the beginning of August. 

Other arrivals in Sussex Street consisted of 150 bags of 
seed from 'ostorn Australia and 513 bags of new potatoes shipped 
from North Coast ports of New SouthJalos. Sales of the latter 
were reported at £lo.lc,o to £11.15.o for No.1 grade and £8.10.0 per ton for No.2 grade tubers. 

At Alexandria Railway Goods Yard, rocoivals of local 
potatoes totalled 2,884 bags, the main forwarding districts being 
Guyra (499 bags), Raleigh (452), Ben Lomond (344), Grafton (340) 
and Llangothlln (324). Under keen competition, auction disposals 
were effected at the following rates:-  No.1 grade £9.13.4 to £14.5.0; No.2 £5.10,0 to £13.0.0; Seed £3.lo.o to £15.5.0 per ton. 
No.3 grade 5/- to 9/; Chats 3/9 to 8/-; Stock food 3/ to 9/- per 
bag. Rail consignment' from Victoria amounted to 498 bags of seed 
tubers but sales of only portion of this supply wore disclosed, 
these roalisations being £13.8,4 per ton. 

Lower prices for onions. 

Shipments of Victorian onions to Sussex Street totalled 
17,396 bags. Although, for the most part, a firm request prevailed, 
prices eased. At the beginning of July, rates for Brown Spanish 
lots wore firm at F,13 0,0 per ton, but subsoqucnt1r they dropped 
to £1l.O.o ox wharf. Sales of "screonod" lots (I .e., pickcd Ovor 
stocks) wore effected ox store at £13.O.O to £13.lO.o per ton. 
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rr1va1s t ilexandria oJC i3rown inuniz>h onici. 1.Lu i .. 

totalled 765 bags and deliveries !ere taken Lt £12.0.0 to 
£13.0.0 per ton. A small ouantity (183 bags) of lopally-produced 
onions also came to hand and portion was cleared by auction at 
£10.10.0 per ton. 

Large supplies of pumpkins 

Heavy supplies of pumpkins vrcrc received at A1exandriL, 
8 trucks being forwarded from QuoonsLnd and 14 from Ncvr South 

1iales districts. At the beginning of the month, inquirr was food 
and ready clearances were effected. During the third week, when 
supplies were heavy, there was a poor demand and prices worc low. 
Realisations throughout July ranged from Z3.5.0 to 6.0.0 for 
the Queensland stocks and £4.0,0 to L60000 for the local offering, 
'thilc green lots sold as low as £2.0.0 per ton. No Jucensland 
pumpkins wore received in Sussex Street. 

Good inquiry for other veçtab1os. 

Arrivals of swedos, carrots and parsnips from Tasmania 
totalled 7712, 3282 and 914 bags, respectively. Inquiry was keen, 
especially, for good to prime lines, which cleared readily. Until 
the middle of Jul, sodos vrcrc diposod of t 41Oy 	 O  to C5.0.0; 
during the remainder of the month the higher rates of £7.0.0 to 
£9.0,0 per ton wore obtained. Quotations for carrots ranged from 
£5.0.0 to £7.00 per ton. Parsnips wore in light supply oarly and 
sold at £14.0O to £15.0.0 per ton, but, as stocks increased, 
prices foil to £12,0,0. At Alexandria, consignments of locally-
grown swodos totallod 266 bags; sales wore effected at Z5.0.0 'by 
auction and at £7.0,0 to £8.0.0 per ton by private treaty. In 
addition, 18,55, bags of swodos wore roceivcd from Victoria and 
realised £8.O.0 per ton. 

14 HIghoratos for white chaff. 

Receivals of white chaff at the Alexandria Railway 
Goods Yard included 166 trucks of oaten and 44 of whocaten, a 
total of 210 trucks. Notwiths, tandinL the light supply, Inquiry was 
fairly quiet throughout the month and especially so during the 
first two weeks. Any choice lines cleared v;ell but the offering 
consisted mainly of loweruality lots. The major part 	of the 
trading wascarrled out by private treaty and sales wore rerorted 
at the following rates- Oaten ;4.0.0 to £6.0.O, 771heaten 4.0.0 
to £6.00 per ton. Two trucks of medium ouality wheaton chaff 

£4.l0O and £4.13.4 per ton at auction. brought  

Heavier oforIngs of lucerne chaff, 

The yarding of lucerne commodities at Alexandria 
comprised the fo1lor;Ing_ Lucerne chaff - Local 81, Queensland 4; 
Lucerne hay - Maitland 62, other contros 68 trucks. A fairly good 
demand prevailod throughout the period, osoecially for the Maitland 
hay. In the chaff section, the local offering cleared at prices 

/ranging 
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ranging front £5.O.O to £lO.O.O per ton; rates for the Queensland 
chaff were not obtained. Quotations for the Maitland green hay 
varied, according to quality, from £6.10.0 to £9.5.0 per ton. The 
produce from other districts was of very mixed quality and the 
follo'd.ng sales were recorded: By private treaty - £6.0.0 to 
£10.10.0; By auction 	(inferior) £2.11.8 to £4.0.0 per ton. No 
Hunter River lucerne hay was received in Sussex Street during 
the month. 

The major portion of the 40 trucks of oaten hay from 
local centres to hand at Alexandria. was consigned direct to a 
private firm. The balance, however, sold well at from £3.10.0 for 
derrick-pressed hay to £5.5.0 per ton for good, baled lots. Two 
trucks were disposed of by auction at £,3.6.8 per ton. No oaten 
hay was shipped from Victoria to Sussex Street during July. 

Light stocks of Tasmanian straw, 

The total amount of Tasmanian straw forwarded to Sussex 
Street was only 530 bales, which met a steady inquiry at £5,10.0 
per ton. A firm market ruled for the 92 trucks to hand at the 
Alexandria Railway Goods Yard and deliveries were taken at from 
£3.15.0 for damaged lots to £4.l5.0 for choice oaten straw. 

Heavy consinments of wheat. 

Receivals of wheat at Alexandria during July, 1940, were 
the heaviest for quite a. considerable time, amounting to 173 
trucks. The larger portion consisted of inferior quality grain, 
although some f .a .q • lines came to hand from country stations. 
All sales recorded were by auction at prices ranging from 1/10d 
for very inferior wheat to 4/4d per bushel for £.a.q. 

Other grain to hand on the Sydney rnaX'4Ot thoiude the 
owing -  At Aeandig..w quoensland mize 2,554; local matzo 

2,650;.. ueez Street 	North Coast maize 2,631 bags; Alexandria 
Oats, 22 trieka, 	The maize soldfirmly at the followin rates:- 
Alexandria - Queerand yellow 4/3d to 4/lod,. local yellow 4/7d 
to 4/9dj Sussex $treet Northern Rivers yellow 4/6d to 4/8d, 
white 4/9d to 	per bushel. Thoee sales of oats recorded were 
by auetion at 2/id to 2/6d per buthel, 

R.E • .7. 
0000000-- 
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WHOLESALE PRICES OF VARIOUS C OMrWD IT IES 1N SYDNEY (N.s.w.) DURING JULY, 1940, AND OORRESPONTIrG FIGURES 
AT 31st AUGUST,. 1939. 

The following table gives particulars of the range of 
prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State Marketing 
Bureau in respect of various commodities for the poriodsindjcat€jd- 

Commodity 	 July, 1940 	 31stAugust 139 
From 	To 

Wheat - Home Consumption 
Bulk - per bushel 4/ ) unchanged 
Bagged - 	 ft 	

) 

Flour - per ton £10.14.7 
(plus £1.1595 

tax) 

Bran - per ton £5.10.0 ) 
Pollard 	" £5.10.0 ) 

Eggs (hen) per dozen 	1/3 	1/6 

Butter - 
Choice 	per cwt. 161/2 ) 
First Quality It 	156/6 ) unchanged 
Socond it 	 151/10) 

Cheese - 
Loaf per lb. lid ) 
Large 	U  lO ) unchanged 

Special brands 	 1/- 	1/2 

2/4 
2/5 

£3 b12.3 
(plus 6.2.9 

tax) 

£45.0 
£4.5.O 

1/.- 

161/2 
156/6 
151/10 

lid 
1Od 
1/2 

29th August, 1939 

Pigs (Abattoir Sales): 
Primo extra light porkors 

ft 	light porkers 
It med.wgt. Ii 

it heavy U 

it 	bacoriers 
Backfatters 

per 
25/6 

head 
40/6 

.34/6 45/6 
38/6 54/6 
47/6 58/3 
62/6 87/5 

£4.5.O £8.150 

From To 
- per 

31/6 
head 

40/G 
39/6 44/6 
4.3/5 51/3 
50/6 546 
60/3 75/6 

£4.5.O  
Notc 	The pig sales nearest to 31st August, 1939, wore 

those held on 29th August, 1939. 

----000O000----- 
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