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MONTHLY IRKETING REVILLS

A miscellany of matters relating to the marketing
of primary products, at home and abroad.

Released during the second weck of each month.
Issued by authority of the linister for Agriculture
and prepared under the direction of the Director of Marketing
in the State Marketing Bureau, Department of Agriculture,
New South Wales, Australla.

HIGHLIGHTS

At meeting in Sydney, Australlan Agricultural Council
considers policy to meet wartime needs, and decidcs
that:- (a) Production of oggs, butter, dricd milk,
condensed milk, cheese and, probably, pork should be
intensified: and (b) Production of tobacco, cotton,
vogetable and other seeds, flax and cortain fibres
should be stimulated, partly for local requircments
and partly for export.

Roports indicate that, provided the Commonwealth
authorities grant permission to form a company,
cool storage facllities at presont avallable in
Sydney will be supplemented by the crection of
modorn cool storcs noar the City Municipal Markcts,
Sydney. The projocted cool storcs arc to accommodate
up to 120,000 cascs frult, with an ultimate maximum
capacity of 400,000 cases. Tho projoct is a privato

venturc.

A poll, under tho Markcting of Primary Products Act,
1027-1938, will be hold on 27th August, 1940, to
decide whother ogg producers in those parts of New
South Vales outside tho Counties of Cumberland and
Northumberland and the Shircs of Nattal and
ollondilly shall be brought under tho control of
the Egg Markcting Board. As mattors stand, the
Board is constitutcd for the sald Counties and
Shires, within which thc bulk of thc State's
cormercial egg production occurs. Poultry farming
outside the Board's oxlsting area is Iincrecasing.

Australian Minister for Commerce announces tho sale
to the British Ministry for Food of 750,000 cascs of
canned fruilt, valued at approximately £700,000. This
fruit compriscs part of the surplus of tho Aus tralian
pack for the 1940 scason of apricots, pecaches and

poars.
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DISPOSAL OF THE NEW SOUTH WAILES WHEAT CROP
IN THE 1938/39 SEASON.

(Address by Director of Marketing, Mr. A.A. Watson,
to the Eighteenth Annual Conférence of the Agricultural Bureau
of New South Wales, on 18th July, 1940.)

Introductory.

The subject of my talk this morning, which of necessity must
be short, is the "Disposal of the New South Wales Wheat Crop of Season
1938/39". At the outset I fesel it incumbent upon me to say that an
endeavour to trace the distribution of a wheat crop of the size of
that in New South Wales 1s frdught with difficulty. Particulars of
the State's wheat harvest in season 1938/39 have been compiled by the
Government Statlsvieian in relation to a period extending from lst
December, 1938 (which date approximately ushered in the new wheat)
to the 30th November, 1939. It is the number and varlety of the
channels through which wheat passes which make the task of tracing
the quantities which flow through each, one of some difficulty. In
polnt of fact, estimates only are possible as to a number of the
channels. Carryovers from year to year and other factors add their
quotas to the problems involved. However, the Job has boen attempted.
By making independent inquiries and applving various chocks it has
been gssible to account for the greater part of the wheat crop of
1938/359.

Forecasting the State's harvest.

It is fairly widely known that the State Marketing Bureau,
of which I happen to be the Director, mekes a forccast of each year's
whoat crop. Just for a moment or two, let me speak of the meaning
of that word 'forecast'. The word is good Anglo-Saxon and should
not permit of any misunderstanding. Tho fact remains that far too
many pcoplc use the words 'forecast' and 'ostimate' as though they
were completely interchangeable. They are not, Every lMayor is an
Alderman, but cvery Alderman 1s not a Mayor. Similarly, cvery
forccast i1s an estimate, but overy estimatc is not a forceast., A
forecast 1s an ostimate beforc thc event. An estimato aftor tho
event, c.g., tho official ecstimate in February of the State's wheat
production in the season then just ecnded, is not a forceast. ILet me
concludc this little homily by pointing out that a forccast is a
vastly morc difficult thing than an ostimate of tho sizo of the crop
aftor it has been harvested. It is not my intention to outline the
difficulties which boset the path of the forccaster nor to remind you
that the role of prophet has cver becn a trying onc. So many of you
are holping me in this job of forecasting the wheat crop of Now South
WWales that you know as mueh as I could tcll you of tho vagaries of
our glorious Australian climete as it affccts wheat-growing in New
South Wales. More wheat, be it sald, 1s grown horc than in any othor
Australian State and the growing 1s scatterod over a largor and more
varlablc stretech of territory than charactoriscs it in othor States,
Howevor, as in duty bound and as the Markcting of Primary Products
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Act roquircs, tho task 1s tacklecd with the ald of 360 wheat farmors
and 15 Agricultural Instructors and, lattorly, with thc added’
assistancc of tho Grain Tradc, and a uscful figurc rcsults. So much
by the way. _

Phonomenal yilclds in North-West of New South 'lales.

Our forcecast of production in the secason under review,
1.¢., 1938/39, and issucd in Novembcr, 1938, was 47% million
bushels, It may be recalled that thorc was a long spell of
particularly dry weather during the greater part of the growing
period in that year, cspocially in the western and southern
portions of the State and the conscnsus of opinion was that large
arcas werc llkcly to producc much less grain than usual or to fail
entircly. However, the occurrcnce of raln at the last moment, as
it worc, changed thc outlook vory substantially and the crop
finished mueh better than was antielpated. It thus rcsulted that
the foreccast of 47,250,000 bushels was excccded by over 12 million
bushels, the actual yleld according to figures releascd by the
Burcau of Statlstics, aftcr harvesting was completed, being no
less than 59,898,000 bushels. This aggrogate, it must not be
forgotten, was largely Iinfluonced by absolutely phenomenal ylclds
in tho North West of tho State.

Let us have a look at the North Weostorn yiclds in 1938/39,
In that scason the total production in thc North Wostern Slopoc
Division was 125 million bushecls, cquivalcnt to a most ocxceptional
average vield per acro of 21,6 bushecls. On no occasion during the
provious ten yoars did thc rccorded outturn in that scction of the
State exccocd soven and a third million bushels. Exporioncc was
similar in tho North Contral Plain Division where production almost
doubled itself. Prior to 1938/39, when approximately 6,000, 000
bushels of graln wero garnorcd, the highest yield obtained in ten
years in that Division was about 33 million bushols.

How thc crop was disposocd of.

"Then tho crop was stPipped in 1938/39, thercfore, oveor
64 million bushels of graln were rcady for dlsposal, including a
carry-over oxcocding 4,000,000 bushels from the previous season.
The total of 64,000,000 bushels 1s recached as follows:=-

Deliverics to silos and railways amounted to almost
49,000, 000 bushels or ncarly four-fifths of thc total. Of the
balaneco, 4,500,000 was rctained farmors as scod for thc noxt
scason's crop, whilst a furthor 1% million bushels wore fed to
stock or held on farms for various purposcs. Deliverics to flour
mills in New South Jalos aggregatcd slightly over 4,000,000
bushels, whilst deliverics to Vietoria by road transport and by
Victorian-owned railways in this Statc arc cstimated to have
totalled 1,000,000 bushels. Tho carry-over of 4,000,000 bushels
proviously roferred to complotecs the total.
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Home consumption requirements absorbed almost 22 million
bushels, that figure being made up of 12,000,000 bushels of flour
(expressed in terms of wheat), 4,500,000 bushels for secd and
7,000,000 for poultry and stock food. Exports of grain and flour
(the latter also expressed in terms of wheat) overscas amounted to
30 million bushels. As usual, the greater proportion of the wheat
(as grain) was shipped to the United Kingdom, but consignments to
China, India, New Zcaland and the Irish Freec State, or Eire as it
is now known, were by no means negligible. So far as flour is
concerned, our chilef oversea exports werc to China, which has been
outstanding as a customer for Australian flour for somo years past.
Unfortunately, the Sino-Japanesec conflict has been responsible for
dislocation of the trade in recent times. Trade with other States
is relatively small, exports of grain being little more than 3%
million bushels in season 1938/39. This is probably accounted for
by tho fact that other Statcs of the Commonwealth arc largely
self-supporting so far as wheat and flour production are concerncd
in normal years. The carry-over of grain to season 1939/40 was
nearly 6% million bushels.

Flour manufactured within New South Wales for all
purposes during 1938/39 aggregated just on 600,000 tons. Domestic
necds accounted for one quarter of a miliion tons, the balance,
with the exception of 10,000 tons sent to othor States, going
overseas. The value of such exports approached £2,000,000. The
chlof oxport markets, aftor Chilna, were the United Kingdom,
Netherlands East Indles and British Malaya.

Factors influencing manufacture of flour.

Perhaps I may be permittod to digress at this stage in
ordor to make a few obscrvations with regard to flour manufacturing
in Australia. The quantities disposed of locally rcmain more or
loss constant, no great varlation being observable from year to
year. The home market thus causes little apprceiable change in
flour production. The overseas market, however, presents a far
differcnt story. Here 1t is necessary for Australian oxporteors to
compete with overseas millers and orders for flour cannot be
obtained unless the prico at which supplies are offered compares
favourably with that quoted by overseas competitors. In other
words, Australian parity begins and ends in Australia. It thus
happens that the Australian manufacturcrs' abllity to quote a
competitive price has a great bearing on the actual amount of
flour produced, increases or decreases in exports resulting in
increases or decreases, respectively, in production. From an
examination of statistics over a period of years it appears that
the abllity of the Australian millers to compete in overscas
markots 1s more or leoss governed by whoat prices. That is to say,
production locally is greater and exports overseas c¢xpand when
the Australian price of wheat is on a low level. Converscly,
higher prices for wheat spell a diminution in flour production.
It has been noticed on occasions when local millers' costs arc
ineroascd, for some reason or anothor, ovorscas countrics find 1t
morc advantageous to purchasoc Australian (or othcr) whoat grain
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and mill 1t in factories in thpir.own countrics rather than
purchase supplics of Australlan milled flour.

The production of mill offals.

The production of bran, pollard and sharps 1s anclllary
to the manufacture of flour. An increasc in the quantity of flour
produced means that greater guantitles of mill offals are available
and vice vorsa. Dur ng'1958?59 exports ovorseas totalled 45,000
tons valuod at approximately £250,000. As i1s the casc with most
of our primary products, the chief market for oxports was thc Unlted
Kingdom but Now Zealand also figured prominently. Thoc quantitles of
bran and pollard milled in New South Wales during 1938/39 comprilscd
108,000 and 121,000 tons, respectively. Most parts of tho Stato
have becen subjected to long dry spclls during recent years and no
difficulty in disposing of stocks has been encountered bccause of
the demand for bran and pollard for poultry feed and for supplement-
ary rations for sheep and cattle. The position latoly has becomo
acuto, supplies at various poriods boing particularly hard to
securc, this being the cumulative effect of abnormal demand and a
reduction in stocks due to a falling away in the milling of flour
for oxport as a result of war conditlions.

An argument that is familiar criough to poultry farmers
and whish may interost wheat-growers and, at tho same time, fall
within the framowork of this disdussion, is that when exports of
flour are buoyant and flour-mills are working threc shlfts,
outturn of bran and pollard 1s high and priccs of theso offals may
be expeated to corrcepond with tho abundanco of tho supplies.
Conversely, it 1s argucd that when oxports of flour are low 1n
volumo, mills may be working one shift per day only, or loss,
outturn of mill offals 1s reduced accordingly and the wholo-time
poultry farmor may expect highor charges for the bran and pollard
which ho must have for his flocks. Like so many other goneralls-
ations, the truth of this formula 1s subject to many qualifications.
Othor factors intervone to add complexity to an othorwise simple
situation. Drought in dairying or other stock-ralsing arcas may so
increasc demand for mill-offals that the heavy outturn is met by a
relatively hoavier demend and sorthere may be no fall in bran and
pollard prices, despite incroased production. An export trade in
bran and pollard has also to be reckoned with: a dry timc in New
Zealand, for example, may augment the demand from that quarter.
The interest of these matters to wheat growers 1s that the prilce
of their product is affectod by 1ts valuc 1n both its raw state
and in its various manufactured forms. Another eclement of Intercst
from the wheatgrower's point of vicw is the emphasls 1t placcs
upon the importance of poultry-farming as an outlet for wheat.
Poultry farmers, as such, rank high among the wheat growers' best
customors. Hence it is that a movoment among poultry-farmers 1in
this State, aimed at greater consolidation of their purchasing
of wheat and mill offals may be a developmont of the future. The
major purposc of such a buylng organisation would be, of course,
somo flattoning-out of fluctuations in both supplics and pricos,
particularly as to mill-offals, more favourable to poultry-
farmors than existing variations, It should not boc assumcd that

such an organisation nocd bo projudicial to whecat-growors.
/Poriod «..




Period of low values.

Now as to the all-important cuestion of prices. Unfortun-
ately the relatively high yield of season 1938/39 was offset by
low values ruling in the markets of the world which acted detriment-
ally upon local values. At the beginhing of 1939 new bulk wheat
sold at 2/53d per bushel ex trucks Sydney and the highest price
recorded by the State Marketing Bureau for Sydney millers' quotations
for bulk wheat up to the time the Australian Wheat Board was
established following the outbreak of war early in September, 1939,
was 2/7id per bushel, which price was recorded on two occasions
during May. However, as low as 2/0%d was reached in July. Apart
from storage fees, the return to growers at country sidings was
approximately 7d per bushel less than the figures quoted and the
outlook for the marketing of the 1938/39 wheat crop was not at all
encouraging to the producer. The outlook was brightened, of course,
by the operation of the "Home Consumption Price" scheme which had
for its object the payment of 5/2d per bushel at ports for that
portion of the crop used for flour for local consumption. That
scheme functioned per medium of a flour tax which varied inversely
to the rise and fall of the price of wheat. The moneys collected
under the flour tax legislation were made availlable to the various
States for distribution amongst growers on condition that it was
pald at a rate per bushel on all wheat sold. Notwithstanding
efforts to ald producers, the position of the industry became so
acute 1n July, 1939, that the Prime Minister convened a conference
of Commonwealth and State Governments in an endeavour to cvolve a
satisfactory wheat stablilisation scheme. Various suggestions were
under discussion when war was declared and tho Commonwealth
Government decided by virtue of the provisions of the National
Security Act to acquire all wheat. )

Values have risen very substantially since the outbreak
of hostilities but the disposal of our surplus wheat prescnts a
difficult problem, what with the cutting off of markets and the
limitations with regard to shipping space.

= The average wholesale price of flour was as low as £7.9.3
in September, 1938, but in the following December a Fedecral Tax was
instituted. Under thils scheme the price of flour was doctermined on
the value ruling for wheat on the open market. Details have already
been glven with regard to i1ts effects on wheat prices. During tho
period under review the ruli rate for flour was mostly in the
vicinity of £12.15.0 per ton (including tax).

Prices of mill offals sold in this State during 1938/39
varied according to availability of supplics and the demand., Both
bran and pollard sold at as high as £7.0,0 per ton, whilst the
lowest rate was £4.5.0.

The war and marketing orgenisation.

My time 1s nearly up, but I think there is sufficient
loft for a look at the marketing organisation of the wheat

/industry ce...
i
[ e ,———




industry as represented by the Australian 'Theat Board. It required
a war and the compulsory powers vested in the Commonwealth
Government by the National Securlty Act, 1939, to bring about a
Commonwealth-wide organisation for the handling of the Australian
wheat crop. The Australian Wheat Board was constilituted by
regulations under that Aét and Committees of an advisory character
were ostablished in each 8tate. In effect, the machinory has been
provided for the ¢onduct of a compulsory wheat pool during tho
currcncy of the war.

The regulations provide for oxpropriation of wheat by
the Commonwealth "for securing the public safety and defence of
the Commonwealth and Territories for the efficilent proseccution of
the war and for maintailning supplies and sorvices essontial to tho
life of the community".

' It is also provided that the Minister may from time to
time deoclare that any wheat is acquired by the Commonwealth and
shall thercupon become the absolute property of the Commonwealth.
The Australian Wheat Board is cmpowecred to purchase any wheat,
scll or dispose of any wheat acquired or purchasod by the Common-
wealth; grist or amrange for the gristing of any whoat into flour
and soll or otherwlsc disposc of that flour; manage and control
all matters connoccted with the handling, storage, protection,
trcatment, transfer or shipment of any wheat acquired by the
Commonwealth or any wheat or flour sold or disposed of by the
Commonwealth on behalf of the Commonwealth.

What of the future?

No more necd be said of the widc powers vested in the
Australian Wheat Board for the handling and disposal of our whoat.
The questlon I wish to railse is whethor an organisation of the
kind 1s destined, like B.A.W.R.A., to bc thrown into the discard
when peace returns., The markcting of thc crop 1s apt to presont
as great problems in times of peace as in war. Surcly it would be
a pity 1if wheat marketing organisation that had proved itself in
en ocmergency were allowed to pass without loaving bchind it a
permanoent contribution to the wélfarc of tho industry. When the
War 1s ovoer - and'oven before tho War is over - study the
constitutlonal position of the States in relation to marketing
control. Don't rashly assumec that becausc thce Commonwcalth may
not, the States cannot.

====0000000===~

Under the Dairy Produce Export Prices Ordor, 1939 (N.Z.)
provision is made for additions to or deductions from the basic
purchase prices for butter and cheeseo according to quality as dis-
closed by tho grading points awarded, It is ovident that the
system has stimulated thoe production of dairy produce of higher
quality as the percentages of buttor and cheose which gainod the
basic guarantecd price or over in 1938/39 were highor than in the
two previous seasons, Tho improvemont in quality was particularly
marked in the case of checoso, 3%
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PHYSICAL FEATURES, PRODUCTION AND GENZRAL DESCRIPTION
OF TH:Z NORTH WESTERI SLOPE STATZSTICAL DIVISION NO.S,
NEW SOUTH WALES . . .

In the previous issue of this publication, a description was
given of the North Western Slope Division, the population, climate,
timbers and pastoral industry, Some account now follows of the various
crops, water conservation schemes etec, in this scction of the State, con-
cluding with schedules of production,

Wheat - the main crop,

The principal wheat-producing divisions of the Stato in ordor
of importance are the Riverina, the South Western Slope, the Central
Western Slope and the North Western Slope. The total yields, of
course, vary according to the season, but on the average the northern
districts, of which the subjoct division forms the major part, accounts
for approximately 12 per cent., of tho Statois total production., Dif-
ferconces of soll, climatic conditions, cultural mothods and othor fac-
tors play their part in dotermining yields; an important factor operat-
ing in northern arecas is that, normally, tho groatest rainfall is expor-
lenced during the summer months.

A survey of official figures shows that in recont years the
best yields per acre usually have been securod in the northorn soctions
of the State, as may be soon in the incroaso in the average yield from
9.6 bushels per acro in the docade onded 1923-24 to 13,9 bushols per
acre over the ten~-year period ended 1937-38, It does not mean, how-
ever, that the southern sections are losing their place as the portion
of the wheat belt in which the cereal is most successfully growm, It
mst be remembered that the North-West has been favored by a soquence
of good scasons and that post-war development in the south has meant
that substantial areas with rather uncertain rainfall were brought into
cultivation in the western Riverina., The generally poor results in
these new southern areas have had an appreciable offect in roducing
the average yield in the southern districts.

In order to gain some idea of the oxtent of wheat growing in
the North Westorn Slope recoursc has been had to statistics of acroage
end production, These show that during 1937-38 the aroca sown to wheat
for grain was 512,381 acros, while that cultivated for hay and green
foed amounted to 26,300 acres. The: production from these lands total-
loed 6,834,615 bushels, an average of 13,3 bushols per acro, while
18,868 tons of hay weroc made, The crop was grown in practically all
sections of the division but the groeater proportion (about 46%) was
harvested in the Poeol River country with Tamworth as the contre and the
Liverpool Plains section with Gunnodah as tho central point, Other
notable portions of the division weroc the Shires of Bannockburn, Yalla-
roi and Mandowa,

In the ten yoars 1928~29 to 1937-38 the yilolds have varied
fairly considerably each scason, Tho best yoar was 1933-34 whon
7,383,933 bushols were harvested as against the 1935-36 scason when
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the outturn was only 3,477,060 busheols, Tho average annual production,
howover, was somewhat more than five and half million bushols over the
ten year period, while the average yield per acre was 14,7 bushels.

L]
.

Other Cercals, Iucerne, etc,

After wheat, the princdpal cercals grown arc maizo, oats and
barley, but compared with whoat tho area devoted to these crops is very
small, Latost figures (1937-38) show that approximatoly 10,000 acres
wero sown to maize for ‘grain, while about 2,000 acros were cultivated
for groen feed, The combined acreage given over.to oats and barloy
for all purposes amounted to 23,803 in tho same poriod, Yields total-
loed 134,000 bushols of maize, 104,000 of oats and approximately 30,000
of barloy, about half of tho lattor being produced for malting., oOaten
hay made was in the vicinity of 3,000 tons, In addition, a small
quantity of rye and broom millet was produced, these crops being chiefly
ogltivated in the Liverpool Plains and Peel River sections of the -
division,

Lucerne 1s also successfully grown, Comparatively large tracts
are under this valuable crop, It is grown both for hay and green feed
and. considerable quantities of the hay, which is generally of a high
standard, are railed to the Sydney market. Iucerne hay grown in this
section of the State also provides a valuable safeguard against dry
seasons In adjacent districts and in the more remote parts of the State.
During 1937-38 over 38,000 acros were used for green feod, while from
16,362 acres over 21,000 tons of hay were made, which constituted about
12 per cent, of the State's total,

Root and Miscellaneous Crops.

As previously stated, the North Western Slope is predominantly
pastoral and its agriculture, broadly speaking, is limited to wheat.
Although other activities are generally carried on in conjunction with
wheat growing, thoy have attained more than local significance. Areas
aro found within the Division whore fruit and vegotables are success-
fully grown and while the quantity is not large the variety and quality
are impressive, Market gardening is carried on to a limited oxtent,
principally in the southern portion in the neighbourhood of Tamworth
and Gunnedah.,

At Ashford in the north ocastern portion of the Division, near
to the Quoonsland border, the Department of Agriculture conducts an
exporiment farm where research in relation to tobacco growing is
carried out and valuable results have boen achioved, A small quantity
of leaf is produced annually in cortain arcas that have proved suitable, .
notably in the Shires of Ashford and Cockburn, the latter of which
borders on Tamworth, About 3,300 cwt, was produced in 1937-38,

Grapes for wine making are also cultivated in tho Ashford local-
ity, but produc tion is very limited,
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Wator Consorvation Schemesd )

In the lInland parts of New South Wales rainfall decreases more
or less regularly with Gistance from the coast and although water from
artesian bares is available over a wide area the necessity for water
conservation 18 recognised, The largest schemes of this nature, in
operation or in course of donBtruction, are in the contral and southern
parts of tho State., Dams and weirs rogulating the flow of certain
inland rivers so that the best use possible is mado of the water occur
in the drier districts. :

On the North Western Slope, Work in this direction is only in
its infancy. Nevertheless tho hoed is rodognised and constructional
operations are dontomglatad on thd Nambdl and Gwydir rivers, so that
thelr waters may We storod atid utilised to offset the threationsd des
crease in the flow of artfesian boresi The most important of bhose
onterprises 18 the Keeplt Dam whish is to eonserve the wators of the
Namol at a point in the vicinibty of Gunnodah, The estiratod sost of
this dam is £1,340,000,

F"ad ories and Mihos;

It is mainly in the coastal areas that output from factories
and mines is important, the only exception being at Broken Hill in the
Western Division. Howevor, limited activity occurs in practically all
divisions, and the North Western Slope is no exception. Mineral
deposits occurring in this aroca include coal, tin, gold and copper,
Statlstics for tho year 1937-38 show that the twonty-threo mines work-
ing pald out £38,000 in wages and salarios, Tho value of the output
for the same yocar was £70,000.

The number of factories and works was 127 in year ended March,
1938, employing an average of slightly over 800 persons. The value of
goods manufactured or work done was stated to be £704,486, while the
value of production was £296,307.

Transport.

Except for the northern portion, the subject division is well
served with rail transport. The main northern line from Sydney to
Brisbane passes through the south eastern corner before entering the
New England portion of the adjodning Division, From this main line a
branch serves Manilla and Barraba, whilst the railway linking Moree and
Inverell traverses the more northern section of the division, Werris
Creck 1s an Important junction from which rail commnication is possible
with the west and north western parts of New South Wales,

The roads in the northern section, which would include the
Bingera and Werlalda arcas, are, in the flat country, fairly hard and
good when dry, but bad and sometimes impassable in wet weathor, owing
to the sticky nature of the black soil, Towards tho tablelands, the
roads are better and on the ridges are often hard and stony, The main
roads in the hilly country are metalled,
/Around the ...,
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Around the Tamworth, lianilla, Barraba, Nundle, Quirindi and

Gunnedah districts road transport facilities are fairly satisfactory,
The main roads are good and transportation is easy except in the moun-

sectors and in wet weather on the black soil, The gradients
steep and the roads are for the most part fairly hard,

Schedule of Production and Livestock,

tion of
1938,

placed a
minerals
£67,800

The following schedules compiled from figures published in the

Now South Wales Statistical Register, show the average annual produc-

the principal primary products togethor with the annual average

number of livestock grazed for the five year period ended 31lst March,

North Western Slope Division - Average Annual Pro-
duction, Five Yoars Indod 31st larch, 1938,

Wool 2. s i es 49,260,000 1b,
Wheat (Grain) .. e e 5,623,999 bushels.
" (Hay) ¥ ul - 17,706 tons,
Lucerne 5 s e 29,541 "
Maize ,, r oih: o 138,418 bushels,
Oats (Grain) s % i 86,995 ®

" (Hay ) e e = 3,390 tons.
Barley (Malting) o . 24,049 bushels,

“ (Other) ,. AL e 10,863
Tobacco o5 o e 3,459 cwt.
Dairy Products - Butter o 2,465,458 1b,

- Bacon & Hams ,, 52,831 U

A suggested estimate, based on average realisations on the

Sydney market for 1938, of the approximate value of those products is

t £4,460,655, To this might be added tho average value of
won and goods manufactured ovor the same five yoar period
and £257,200 respoctively,,

Average Annual Number of Livestock Carried on the
North W

Western S10 Division - HFive Years endod
g%af March, 1938,

Horses ¢s 40,177 head
Cattle ve 260,073 M
Sheop .. 5,825,305 "
Pigs S 10,583 "

A.T.
~===0000000==~=
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THE MARKETS FOR LIVESTOCK AT HO.ESUSH
NUMBERS OF SHEEP, CATTLE AND PIGS AGAIN SHOY INCREASE

Heavy yardings continuoc.

The sharp risc in tho number of shecp and lambs coming
forward to the Homobush Salocyards which was so apparont during tho
provious month was cvon morc pronounced durlng July. Consignments
on cach salc day woro consistcntly heavy, average pennings being
in the vicinity of 49,000 head. During the poriod tho shoop and
lambs available totalled 440,925 hoad which oxcocded thc provious
month's largc total by 109,659. In thc corrcsponding month of
1939 tho aggrecgatc rocoivals of shocp and lambs was 299,568,
Graziors gcneorally arc passing through a very trylng timc and, with
natural fecd scarcc in many localitlos, are compellod to consign
heavily to Homobush whilc stock arc in reasonably good condition.

Light tradc shecp scarce.

Therc was a scarcity for tho greatcor part of tho period
of good light wethers but on occasions nicc lines of this class of
shocp wore forward. Hoavy wothors worc particularly well suppliod
and, while merinos predominated, somc oxcoptionally hoavy cross-
breds werc offorcd. Ewce worc not so numcrous and comprised chlefly
failr to good tradc sorts. Cultc a fow aged cull cwes worc Included
but, although of a sultablc weight for tradc purposes, thoy werc of
somcwhat plain grado. At times, attractive lots of the hecavior
class of ocwe worc forward. Onc vory noticoable featurc of tho
grown shccop markcet was the falling-off in numbers, particularly
towards thc closc of tho period. Although a total of 181,501 hoad
was reccived for salc (or about 20,000 above tho previous month's
total) the lattor part of July was markecd by a shortage of shocop:
at the last saloc hold in tho poriod only 13,100 head of grovm
shecp worc penncd or approximatcly 26% of tho total offoring.

Shecp may bec somowhat lightly supplicd in the ncar futurc, as
shearing opecrations, which arc now procccding, will curtall
supplics.

Strong domand for shoop at closing salcs.

Average roalisations for quality shecp for the greater
part of July comparcd favourably with thosc of the previous month,
although at timcs somo variatlon was apparcont. Following tho
falling away in numbers lato in the period and the rcsultant strong
demand, valucs for good wothors and oweos rosc sharply, an improve-
mont of from 1/6 to 2/6 per head boing noticcable by tho closc of
July. Prices of mcdlum to plain shoep, howcvecr, did not improve
so materially, but an advancce of from 6d to 1/- por hoad was
apparent. Domand for this class of shcop was botter owlng to
roduccd yardings. :

Early in the poriod a consignment of wothors which would
dross approximatoly 46 1b. of mutton sold at 21/2 cach, oquivalont
to 33d por 1b. Heavior wothers sold on the samc day at 3d per 1b.:
this draft of sheep wocighed approximatoly 52 1b. and woro disposocd
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of at 23/10 per head.. Shorn cwes of good shupc and appcirancc

and woighing about 42 1lb. cost 2%d por 1b. and roaliscd 11/4 each.
Following a downward triend in valucs about tho sccond weck ih

July hcavy sheop werc obtainod' for 22d por 1b. of & linc of 54 1b.
wothers solling for 21/10 cach. A strong demand stimulated by
lighter supplics was rPesponsiblc subscquently for improved roalis-
ations, good tradec wethors tosting 33d por 1b; in this instando

a draft of shoecp dressing approximatcly 46 1b. sold at 21/- pep
head. A stcady improvcment over tho ciosing galeos of the period
was manifested and realisations at tho cnd of July worc considor-
ably botter than at the oponing sales., A pon of good trade wothors
wolghing approximatoly 44 1b. sold at 22/4 cach or 32d por 1b. and
hoavy wothors drossing about 50 1b. sold at 24/6 cach or 3id por
1b. Nico quality light owecs ostimatod to woigh 40 1b. sold at 19/2
por hoad or 33d por 1b.

Reoallsatlons for grown sheop must still be rogarded ac
satlsfactory. Although substantially thc samc as in June, tho
lowor trend in skin valucs was partly responsible for inercasecd
costs of tho carecasos. Good quality wethors genorally sold at
pricos ranging from 19/- to 27/- por hoad, but on some occasions
odd lots of sheop wero disposod of at highor pricos. Modium lincs
worc obtalned at prices ranging from 10/- to 18/- each. Ewos ?r
quality woro mostly socurcd at prices ranging from 11/- to 18/~
but somc drafts of very nice quality and carrying particularly
good skins changed hands at 19/- to 22/- por hoad. Mcdium to
plain cwos sold at rclatively lowor prices. Some of the vory
plain sorts werc at times difficult to quit.

On a fow occasions about tho ond of July, drafts of nice
ouality 4 tooth wethers made up to 4d per 1b. and othor lines not
quitc so woll finished brought to 3%d per 1b.; for thc most part,
howovor, good light trade shecp ranged in price from 224 to 33d
por 1lb. Although hoavy wethers cost as much as 3%d por 1b., somo
lots of oxceptionally heavy shecp of splondid quality, worc
obtaincd at 2%d por 1b.; gonorally, however, heavy wothers worc
worth from 2gd to 33d por 1b., with porhaps tho largost proportion
at 22d to 3d por 1b. Bost light cwes cost 3zd por 1b., and hoavy
23d but avorage roslisations worc from 244 to 3%d and 24 to 2id
per 1b. for heavy and light descriptions, rcspectivoly.

Hoavy yardings of lambs.

Suckers and lambs wero vory well roprosontod throughout
and on onc occaslion comprised about 76% of tho total yardings. Tho
aggrogate ponnings for tho poriod roached 259,424 or somo 89, 000
morc than the provious month's supply. Dospite tho inerecasingly
heavy supplics of lambs quality geneorally was reasonably good.
Now scason's suckors werc fairly woll in ovidonec and meny lines
of vory nicc quality worc ineludod but lambs ranging from modium
to good trade quality worc by far the most numorous. Thc old or
Summer lambs worc mostly of a hoavy tvpc. Somo consignmonts which
wore of oxeccllont shapo and finish wore rccoived but fair numbers
worc offered which worc showing tho offoets of tho dry conditiong
prevailing.

R O - N A 2 /Avorago P P e
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Averagc recalisations below thosc of previous month.

Generally speaking, average realisations for lambs wore
not so good as thosc ruling during Junc and the markot throughout
July showed some variation. Opcning sales weorc mostly firm but
at the following auctions valuos doclined by from 1/- to 2/- por
head, tho medium grades boing most adverscly affocted. Later,
howevor, despite incrcasod supplics, tho bottor grades of lambs
met with a strongor domand and priccs hardencd. By thc ond of tho
period tho market had fully recovered the fall sustainod carlier
and in many instances ratos for choico light suckors werc from 64
to 1/~ por hoad above thoso ruling oarlior in July. '

Salos which givo a good indication of the variation in
pricos arc as follow: At tho auction hcld on the lst July e draft
of suckors, wclghing approximatoly 32 1b. sold at 21/11 ocach or
6%d por 1b. Hoavy lambs on tho same day mado 53d per 1lb.; thoy
weilghed 42 1b. and worc disposod of at 26/8 cach. Following tho
downward trend in prices, light suckors woro bought for 6zd per
1b., a yard woighing 30 1b. boing purchascd for 18/6 cach. The
improvement in the position towards the ond of July is cvidonced
by buycrs paying 20/1 por hoad for 30 1lb. suckers, oquivalont to
74 per 1lb., while hoavy lamb drcssing approximately 38 1b. made

6d por 1lb. or 23/1 ocach.

A largc proportion of tho bottor grades of lambs was
sold at pricos ranging from 18/- to 25/- cach, according to weight
and skin value. Somc of tho hoavior lambs rcaliscd from 26/~ to
29/= cach and medium to plain doseriptions wero offercd at from
8/- to 18/-. Plain and inforior typos, of which Somo Woro noticed
throughout the yard, werc sold in tho vicinity of 5/- cach. Light
suckors and lambs cost as much as 7d per 1lb. but for the most
part sold at from 6d to 63d for the bettor grades with modium to
plain sorts at from 53d to 53d per 1b. Hoavy lambs mado up to
63d por 1b., but averago realisations wore chiefly 5zd to 6d.

Quality cattlo in light supply.

Cattle supplies fluctuated during July, 1940, with the
hoavlost consignmonts coming forward during the carly part of the
month. The total yarding of 18,594 hoad, covering ninc sale days,
showed an increcase comparod with the Junoc aggrogate. A groator
percentage of eattlo was auctionod in thc fat stock scetion, bulls
and stores accounting for 2,056 of tho total., The quality of the
offorings gencrally was on a par with thet of stock auctioned
during the lattor part of the provious month and could only bo
dosceribod as falr, Cattlc in bottor condition, of coursc, woro
always avallablo in a varyilng dogrec and mony odd consignments of
prime beasts worc noticed. On most oceasions, however, the lattor
woero all too fow for buyers' roquiromonts. Sinec tho provious
month's Roviow was issuod, the pastoral position has dotorioratod
further. Practically no rain of any conscquoncc fell during Julyr
and the outlook at tho closc of tho month was tho worst for many
vears in some districts, particularly in the north west and Upper
Hunter sections of the Stato. Hand fecding has becomec widesproad.
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Exccpt for frosty nights, the prescnt winter' has been vory mild
and to some cxtont this has resulted in stock remaining in better
condition than would othorwisc have. boon tho case in view of the

dry scason.

Limitod consignments of bulloecks.

Bullocks wore well supplied on onc salc day only,
consigsnments for the most part boing rathor small. Lightwoight
bcasts groatly prodominated and generally wero of falr to good
trade quallty with odd lots primc. Heavy bullocks worc particular-
ly scarcc during tho period and Quccnsland eattle worc rolatively
fow in numbor. Comparcd with thc previous month, average prices
showed a modorate improvement. Tho markct was bost at tho
commeneement and at the closc of tho poeriod whon primo light
boasts roaliscd to 43/- per 100 1b. drossod woight. This pate was
also attained by modium weoight doseriptions on the first salc day
of the month. Prices showed o rogular dovnward trend until the
middlec of July when they woro about 3/- per 100 1b. lowor. An
upward movement thon began. On the final sele day a pcn of prime
Shorthorn bullocks, ostimatod to welgh 720 1b. dressed, sold at
£15.2.0 por head, equivelont to 42/~ por 100 1b.

Falir suppliecs of stecdrs.

Steors wore generally fairly wcll supplied and thoro was
2 botter showing of quality doscriptions, although falr to good
tradc sorts predominated. Prices followed the samo trcnd notieced
iIn rclation to bullocks cnd gonorally showcd an improvoment on the
provious month's valucs. Top quotations for primc light stoors,
for ThiCh a koon domand provailed, rangcd from 45/~ to 48/ per
100 1b.

Variablc offorings of cows.

Consignmonts of cows fluctuatcd markedly from salc day
to sale day, both as to numbors arriving and quality. Tho
perecntage of hoavy cows also showod a fair amount of variation.
Although a noticcable proportion of thc pennings was of good
ouality, medium to failr trads sorts constituted the bulk of tho
offorings. Good to primo cows sold at vory satlsfactory ratcs
dospitec fluctuations., Quotations for hecavy grades ranged from
33/- to 36/- and from 37/- to 39/- and light from 35/- to 38/«
and from 38/- to 40/- por 100 1b. drcsscd wolght.

Uncvon truckings of heifors.

The numbors of hoifers forward early in the pcriod woro
rathor small but supplies subsoquently inercased fairly considor- .
ably. Modium to good tradc sorts predominated but ocecsional pons
of primo grade worc to bec scon. Pricos covering good to primo
hogvy and light descriptions ranged from 56/~ to 43/- and from
39/~ to 47/~ por 100 1b., roespoetivolr,

/Primc L B B B
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Frime vealers scarce.

Although vealers were mostly moderately supplied, at the
close of the period they werc fairly plentiful. Small calves of
medium quality formed the bulk of the offering on some sale days
but on other oécasions heavier deseriptions were more in evidence.
Prime grade was genorally difficult to sccure. Prices for veslers
Wwere the highest on the first sale day when good to prime were
quoted at 4%?— to 55/- por 100 1b. The markect doelinod sharply
during the second week but quickly recovored and for the remainder
of tho poriod prices mostly ranged from 48/- to 53/- por 100 1b.

The recovery in cattlc values during June was gonorally
woll sustained throughout the period under review and prices for
quality descriptions again reached high levels, despite a 25%
reduction in hide values. A comparison of prices ruling on the
final sale day of July, 1939, and the corresponding sale day of
July this year shows the latter to be the higher by at least 12/~
per head.

Since the close of the month rain has fallen over a wlde
area but most of the falls were not sufficiently heavy to be of
any appreclable benefit. In any casc, any lmmediate results
therefrom could only be expected in thc warmer portions of the
State.

Incrcased supplies of country pigs.

The number of pigs sold by auction during July, viz.,
7,080 hoad, showed an ineressc when compared with that of tho
previous month and it was considerably in cxcess of the aggregate
for the corresponding poriod of 1939. Arrivals by rail from
country centrcs, which areo usually in tho minority, aggregatod
5,740 head or nearly 53% of thc total. Rcforonco. to fhe figuros
lssued by Motropolitan Meat Industry Commissionor disclose that
9,633 pigs wero sold in the Metropolitan Arca during July,
indlcating an inercasc in private soclling including the salc of
heavy baconor pigs "ovor thc secale®.

Quality of porkers improves.

1 Porkers werc wcll suppliod throughout the poriod and
all weights wore reproscented. »During the carly part of tho month
quality geneorally was disappointing and only a rclatively small
percontage was of prime grade. At subsequent salos, howovor,
quality showed an improvoment, whilst at the final auctlions of

the poriod, when country pigs worc in tho majority, it was tho
best secn for some considorablo timo. Pigs in store condition
werc well in evlidence and met a ready doemand from suburban feocders.
Prices of porkers fluctuated but, on the average, roturns to
producers were botter than during Junc, 1940. Values woro highest
during the latter half of the period when primo light porkors
dressing 60 1b. sold to 45/8 por hoad and heavy (90 1b.) to 58/6.
On a per 1b. basis, the oxtremo rangc of ratecs coyvoring good to ;
primo porkers of all woights (35 to 90 1b.) was 6%d to 11d.

/values oA s e
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Values of baconers advanée.

Baconers were moderately supplied and the consignments
comprised chiefly light weight deseriptions gf fair to good trade

standard. A small percentage of heavy to ex

ra-heavy baconers

was avallable on most sale days. The lower values noted in June
continued to rule during the edrly part of July but subsequent
sale days saw more active competition hmorgst the buyers. Prices
Soon recovered and by the close of July quotations for prime heavy
baconers dressing 150 1b. reached 87/6 per head (7d per 1b. ).
Prime light pigs always sold readlly and were worth up to 73d per
1b. on a dressed weight basis. It is understood that sales "over
the scale" at the Homebush Abattoirs werec effected at rates
ranging from 6%d to 6%d per 1b. The utilisation of heavy baconers
for local requirements as woll as export purposes is held to be
partly responsible for the inereased values.

Variable consignments of backfatters.

Conslignments of backfatters were variable both as to

quality and the

most pert, however
of medium to good trade quallity. Prime cuality pigs were the
most plentiful on tho final sale day. Rates for this class of pig
werc fairly steady throughout but they were slightly lower than
during the previous month. Pigs of good to Erime quality dressing
» ranged 1in value from 5d to 5%d per 1b., whilst

ng 350 1b., but of similar quality, worc worth from
43d to 52d. The hi

200 to 350 1b
thosc exceedi

of £8.15.0.

percentage of weighty sorts available. For the

» the pennings consisted of light descriptions

ghest prices pald por head were in the viecinity

Market values mostly highor.

The market generally may be considered very satisfactory
from the producer's standpoint 1in view of the inereased values of
porkers and baconers, This 1s especially the case whon it is
remembared that prices were good when consignments were heavy and
the percentage of quality animals the best for some time.

3 G.Co & J.V,
====~0000000~~~~

A review issued by the Victorian Department of
Agriculture on 9th August, 1940, states that the area under
potatoes in Vietorla for the current season is estimated by the
Government Statist at 32,500 acres, compared with 34,396 acres
planted last season, Reports indicate that harvesting of the
late crop is practically completed and that, with the exception
of iscleted minor potato arecs the ylelds have been the lightest
on record. The aggregate yield for the State is estimated at
65,000 vons, compared with 81,415 tons harvested in the previous .

geason.
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TRADING IN FRUIT AND VEGETABLES AT THE :
SYDNEY MUNICIPAL MARKETS .

Although the weather wés'fine and temperatures particul-
arly mild for this period of the year, trading in frult generally
was rather quiet.

Navel oranges well supplied.

Plentiful supplies of Navel oranges came¢ to hand from
Coastal districts and the Murrumbidgec Irrigation Area. Sales were
quiet during the first fortnight and a downward trend in values
was apparent. Subsequently there was a botter inquiry for the
popular sizes and rates improved by about 1/- per casc. Up to that
time few sales wore effected at pricecs in excess of 7/- per case,
except for a few oxtra choice lots from inland arcas, such as
Narromine.

Lemons sold to factories.

Lemons werc only modorately stocked but demand as far
as the retall trade was concerned was limited. Considerablo
quantitios were required by factories for processing, however,
and this had a stabilising offect on the market and valucs were
well maintained throughout.

Cholce mandarins in request.

Therc was a good inquiry for choice large mandarins and
realisations were very satisfactory. Small or "puffy" fruit,
however, was difficult to disposc of and at times was practically
unsalecablec.

Supplios of apples sufficient for requircments.

Rogular consignmeonts of apples werc roceived from othor
States to supplement limited supplics from New South Wales
districts and sufficient stocks worc avallable for trade ncods.

A steady demand was maintained for quality fruit,
‘particularly coloured dessert varioties and values of Jonathan
and Crofton showed a slight improvement. Large Granny Smiths of
quality were also in roquest While vendors had 1littlo difficulty
in disposing of the limited stocks of New South Valcs grovn
Delicious at high pricoes.

Some choice Granny Smiths weore reccived from ‘Western
Australia and sold well at rates ranging to 13/- per case, which
compared favourably with prices for local packs.

Choice pears sell well.

Pears for the most part werc only in light to modorate
supply and quality lines were in request at higher priccs. '



Bananas moderately stocked.

Only moderate quantlties of bananas were on offer and,
while demand was qulet, values of quality frult were maintained
at relatively high levels thrvoughout the greator part of the
period. Towards the end of the month the high prices ruling had a
retardlng effect on sales and lower rates were accepted to
facilitate clearances. >

Pagsionfrult prices advance.

Sales of passionfruit for the month opened with prices
showing an increase of about 1/-, with best quality packs realising
to 10/- per half-case. Supplies were only light to moderate and
up to the end of the third week of July there was a steady upward
movement in values. Later therc was a fall in prices but choice
lines rcalised to 12/- per half-caso.

Downward trend in prices of pineapples.

Sales werc effected at slightly firmer rates at the
beginning of the month. Subsequontly morc plentiful supplies wore
avallablc and as requost generally was quict prices receded by
about 2/-, quotations ranging from 6/~ to 10/- per troplcal case.
Thesoc prlces were falrly well maintained throughout the romainder
of the period.

Queensland strawberrics plentiful.

Falrly large quantities of strawberrics were received from
Queensland but clearances for the most part wore satisfactory. There
was a good inoulry for the weok-ond tradec but mid-weck sales wero
rather slow and mostly lower prices werc accopted. Whon supplies
were hcaviest about the middle of the month considerable quantitics
werc secured by factories.

Limlted quantitiocs werc reccivcd from local growors and
very satisfactory prices werc rcalisecd,
Trading in vegetables was gonerally of a steady nature

throughout July and clearancecs of most lincs were satisfactory.

Cauliflowers hecavily stocked.

Cauliflowers for thc most part worc hoavily stockod.
Salos during tho first weok opcned with prices showing a downward
trond but subsoquontly a tomporary lessoning of supplics resulted
in improved priccs. Towards tho closc of the period, howover,
exceptionally large quantitics werc an offor. Stoecks wore
considorably in excess of normal requircments and rolatively low
pricos wore accepted to faecilitatc clcarances. During thc poriod
of glut suppllos, large quantitios worc purchascd on bchalf of
canning factorics.
/Pricos P e



Prices of cabbages fluctuate.

Cabbages were also plentiful and demand varied from
moderate to quiet. Prices fluctuated within narrow margins but
for the most part ranged from 1/- to 4/- per dozen.

Rates for peas vary.

Prices of peas also fluctuated somewhat but in the main
they were very satisfactory. There was o decline in values early
but later the market improved and at the end of the month up to
8/~ per bushel was realised for quality lines,

Beans plentiful.

Large consignments of beans came to hand twice weekly
from Queensland and the North Coast of New South Wales but the
proportion of choice was not large, the bulk of the supplies
showing the effects of the droughty conditions. A good, demand
prevailed for quallity lots but other descriptions were difficult
to sell. A decline in values was apparent at the beginning of
the month, few sales being made at priccs exceeding 5/ per bushel.
During the week ended 24th July, agents were able to dispose of
stocks at higher values, up to 8/- per bushel being rcalised. By
the end of the month, however, prices had again declinecd by about

Glasshouse tomatoes appear on market.

Limited quantities of tomatocs from local sources werc
supplementod by regular consignments from Quocnsland. Green
tomatoes werec slow of salec but a steady demand was maintained for
cholcc coloured deseriptions and realisations werec very satlsfactory.
Small quantities from local glasshouscs wore also available and odd
sales wore offected at pricos ranging to 20/~ but most of the
disposals werc effected at betwoon 10/- and 16/= por half-ecasoc.

E.J.C,
~===0000000=~=~

FRUIT BY THE POUND.

The following is an extract from "The California
Citrograph" of May, 1940:-

"How much does a bunch of spinach weigh? A cluster of
radishes? 4 dozen oranges? A head of lottuce?

Answers to thesc questions and for all fruits and

vegetables will be forthcoming. For the Safoway Stores organisation

has embarked on a plan of selling all fruits and vegetables by the
pound instead of by count or bunch. Similar plans have boon tricd

in other parts of the country with indiffereont suceess, But this is

the first time such a venturc has been attempted on a widespread il
scale so close to home., Tho rosults will be watched with intorcst." g

====0000000====
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ALEXANDRIA RAILAY GOODS YARD
: AND
SUSSEX STRELT SAILES _

Firm demand for potatoes.

Tasmanian growers, forwarded 124,050 bags of potatoes to
the Sydney market during Juij,'194o; thls total was slightly

above that of the preyicus moéhth. Stocks comprised table grade
tubers of the Browneil;.snowf-ake and Arran Chief varieties. At

the beginning of July, the rate for Brownells was fixed at £11 per
ton; during the third wéek the price was advanced to £12.10,0, and
for the remainder of the month the quote was maintained at £12.0,0.
The fixed rates for the ‘hiteskin varieties were mainly 20/~ per
ton lower in each case: A fivm inquiry for all lines prevalled and
the range of gricas throughotit the month was:= Brownells £11.0.0
to £12.1040; Snowflaked £10.0.0 to £11.10.0; Arran Chiefs £9.10.0

to £11.10.0 per ton.

Following on the decision of the Commonwealth Government
to partially 1ift the embargo on the importation into Australia of
New Zealand potatoes, a shipment of 12,500 bags was received in
Sydney on Monday, 29th July. The general quality of these tubers
was good, and the market rate was fixed at £11.0,0 per ton, the
same as that then ruling for Tasmanian "whiteskin" varieties.
Owing to the large nuantities of potatoecs avallable from other
sources, 1t was decided to offer only 5,200 bags of the Now
Zealand consignment during the final week in July, withholding the
remainder until the beginning of August.

Other arrivals in Sussex Street consisted of 150 bags of
sced from Western Australia and 513 bags of new potatoes shipped
from North Coast ports of New South Wales. Sales of tho latter
were reported at £10.10.0 to £11.15.0 for No.l grade and £8,.10.0
per ton for No.2 grade tubers.

At Alexandria Railway Goods Yard, receivals of loecal
potatoes totalled 2,884 ba 8, the main forwardi districts boing
Guyra (499 bags), Raleigh (452), Ben Lomond (344 s Grafton (340)
and Llangothlin (324). Undecr koen competition, auction disposals
were effected at the following rates:- No,1l grade £9.13.4 to
£14.5.0; No.2 £5.10.0 to £13.0.0; Secd £3.10.0 to £15.5.0 per ton,
No.3 grade 5/- to 9/-; Chats 3/9 to 8/-; Stock food 3/- to 9/= por
bag. Rall consignments from Victoria amountod to 498 bags of seod
tubers but sales of only portion of this supply were disclosed,
these reoalisations bolng £13.8.4 per ton.

Lowor prices for onions.

Shipments of Victorian onions to Susseox Streot totalled
17,396 bags. Although, for the most part, a firm request prevailed,
prices eased. At the beginning of July, ratos for Brown Spanish
lots werc firm at £13.0.0 per ton, but subscquently theoy dropped
to £11.0.0 ex wharf. Sales of "scrocned" lots (1.c., pleked over
stocks) were cffeetod ex storc at £13.0.0 to £13.10.0 per ton.
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Arrlvals at Alexandrla of Browa opunish onlciie 1£01 v.Cud L
totalled 765 bags and deliveries were taken ot £12.0.0 to

£13.0.0 per ton. A small cuantity (183 bags) of logally-produced
onions also came to hand and portion was cleared by auction at

£10.,10.0 per ton.

Large supplies of pumpkins.'

Heavy supplies of pumpkins were received at Alexandria,
68 trucks being forwarded from Quesnsland and 14 from New South
‘lales districts. At the beginning of the month, inquiry wae good
and ready clearances were offocted. During the third week, vwhen
supplics werc hoavy, therc was a poor demand and pricecs werc low.
Recalisations throughout July ranged from £3.5.0 to £6.0,0 for
the Quoonsland stocks and £4.0.0 to £6.0.0 for thoe locel offering,
while groen lots sold as low as £2.0.0 per ton. No Quocnsland
pumpkinsg were rocoived in Sussex Strect.

Good inquiry for other vegctabloes.

Arrivals of swedocs, carrots and parsnips from Tasmania
totalled 7712, 3282 and 914 bags, rospeoctivcly. Inquiry was keen,
ospeclally for good to primc lines, which cleared rcadily. Until
the middle of July, swodos werc disposcd of at £4.10,0 to £5.0,0:
during the romainder of the month the highor ratcs of £7.0.0 to
£9.0.0 per ton werc obtained. Quotations for carrots ranged from
£5.0,0 to £7.0,0 per ton., Parsnips worc in light supply oarly and
sold at £14.0.0 to £15,0.0 por ton, but, as stocks inercased,
prices foll to £12.0,0. At Aloxandria, consignments of locally-
grown swedcs totalled 266 bags; sales woro effected at £5.0.0 by
auetion &nd at £7.,0.0 to £8.0.0 per ton by private trcaty. In
addition, 1885 bags of swedos worc roeccived from Victoria and
roalised £8,0.0 per ton.

Higher ratos for white e¢haff.

Receivals of white chaff at the Alexandria Railway
Goods Yard included 166 trucks of oaten and 44 of wheaten, a
total of 210 trucks. Notwithstanding the light supply, inquiry was
falrly quiet throughout the month and especlally so during the
first two weeks. Any choice lines cleared well but the offering
consisted mainly of lower cuality lots. The major part of the
tradlng wes ' carried out by private treatv and sales were reported
at the following rates:s Oaten £4.0.0 to £6.0,0, "Theaten 24.0.0
to £6.0.0 per ton. Two trucks of medium quality wheaten chaff
brought £4.10,0 and £4.13.4 per ton at auction.

Heavier offerings of lucerne chaff.

The yarding of lucerne commodities at Alexandria
comprised the following:- Lucerne chaff - Loecal 81, Queensland 4;
Lucerne hay - Maltland 62, other centres 68 trucks. A fairly good
demand prevalled throughout the period, especially for the Maitland
hay. In the chaff section, the loecal offering cleared at prices
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ranging from £5.0,0 to £10.0,0 per ton; rates for the Queensland
chaff were not obtained. Quotations for the Maltland green hay
varied, according to quality, from £6.10.0 to £9.5.0 per ton. The
produce from other districts was of very mixed quality and the
following sales were recorded:~ By private treaty - £6.0,0 to
£10.10.0; By auction - (inferior) £2.11.8 to £4.0.0 per ton. No
Hunter River lucerne hay was received in Sussex Street during

the month.

The major portion of the 40 trucks of oaten hay from
local centres to hand at Alexandria was consigned direct to a
private firm. The balance, however, sold well at from £3,10.0 for
derrick-pressed hay to £5.5.0 per ton for good, baled lots. Two
trucks were disposed of by auction at £3.6.8 per ton. No oaten
hay was shipped from Victoria to Sussex Street during July.

Light stocks of Tasmanian straw.

The total amount of Tasmanian straw forwarded to Sussex
Street was only 530 bales, which met a steady inquiry at £5.10.0
per ton. A firm market ruled for the 92 trucks to hand at. the
Alexandria Rallway Goods Yard and deliveries were taken at from
£3.15.0 for damaged lots to £4.15.0 for cholce oaten straw.

Heavy consignments of wheat.

Recelvals of wheat at Alexandria during July, 1940, were
the heaviest for quite a considerable time, amounting to 173
trucks. The larger portion consisted of inferior quality grain,
altho some f.a,q. lines came to hand from country stations. -
All sales recorded were by auction at prices ranging from 1/104
for very inferior wheat to 4/44 per bushel for f.a.q.

Other grain to hand on the Sydney market inoluded the
roléawip t= At Alexandrie - Queensland malze 2,334; local malsze
2,600)  Sugsex Street - North Coast malze 2,.655. bags; Alexandria -
Oats, 28 trucks, The maize sold firmly at the following ratea:-
Alexandria - Queensland yellow 4/3d4 to 4/10d, local yellow 4/7d4
to 4/9d) Sussex Street - Northern Rivers - yellow 4/8d to 4/8d,
white 4/9d to 5/« per hel. oge sales of oats recorded were
by auction at 2/14 to 2/64 per bushel, -

o g R.E.J.
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WHOLESALE  PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES IN SYDNEY

(N.S.7.) DURING JULY, 1940, AND CORRESPONDING PIGURES
AT 31st AUGUST,. 1939.

-

The following table givea particulars of the range of
prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State Marketing
Bureau in respect of various commodities.for the poriodsindicated:-

Commodi ty T A s © July, 1946 ? 3let August, 1939
"’ From To
Fhea;k— Home Conaumptio?: S /
Bu - per bushel 4/=- 2/4
Bagged - " % ' 4/3 ) Unchanged 2/5
Flour - per ton £10.14.7 . £8+12.3
* (plus £1.15.5 (plus 86.2.¢
tax) tax)
Bran. - per ton £5.10.0 ). i o £4.5,0
Pollard " " £6.,1040 £4.5.0
Eggs .(hen) per dozen 1/3 1/6 1/-
Butter -
Choice per cwt. 161/2 ) 161/2
First Quality "™ 156/6'; unchanged 156/8
Second " voels 25140 151/10
Cheese =~ |
Loaf per 1b. 114 ) ; +1318
Large " " 10#a) unchanged_ 105d
Special brands 1/~ WA 17 1/2
29th August, 1939
Wil From To
Pigs (Abattoir Sales): “per head per head ~
Primo oxtra light porkers 25/6 - 40/6 31/6 40/5
" light porkers 34/6 45/8 39/6 44/6
"  med.wgt. " 38/6 . » 54/6 43/3 51/5
" heavy 0 47/6 58/8 50/6 54/6
"  baconers - 62/6 87/8 60/6 75/6
Backfatters £4,5.0 £8.15.0 £4.5.0 £8.:10.C

Note: The pig sales nearest to 3lst August, 1939, were
those held on 20th August, 1939,
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RETURN OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IMPORTED INTO NEW SOUTH WALES

BY LAND AND SEA - JUNE, 1940.

PRUIT
Pineapples Bananas Other Tomatoes
STATE tropical tropical | Fruit Melons | half-bushel TOTALS
cases cases . cases crates cases. packages
X

Queensland 11,571 5,952 17,388 - 36,879 71,790

Victoria 42 243 66,242 3,295 69,822

Tasmania - - 168,170 - - 168,170

Sthc Austc i 5,970 - — 3,97('

West Aust. - - - 2,611 2,611

| TOTALS: w.e15 | 6195 |zsszre | | seves | sie,ses
X Alsn 2,561 trays strawberries, 155 bags Fruit
118 tons loose melons.
VEGETABLES
Fotatoes |(nIons [Swedes ‘Pumpkins Cucs. & Other

STATE Chillies Vegs. TOTALS
e bags bags bags bags tons cases pkges. tons | pkges. tons
Queensland 970 29 - 15,013 | 681% 557 11,558 | - 28,127 | 6814
Victoria 10,015|13,646 1,677 - - - 21,324 | 13 46,662 13
Tasmania 141,155) - 11,908 - - 7,739 | - 160,802 -
Sth. Aust. 1,315 309 - - - - 12,557 | - 14,181 | -
West Aust. 741 - - - - - - - 741 | -
TOTALS : 154,196 15,984 13,585 |15,013 681% 557 53,178 | 13 | 250,513 | 694%
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