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DEATH OF MR. G.D. ROSS.

Mr. George David Ross, who died on 7th May,
1940, at the age of 59 years, had held the position of
Under Secretary for Agriculture, New South liales, for a
period of fourteen years. He retired on 27th March, 1940,
owing to serious ill health.

As Permanent Head of the Department, Mr. Ross
staunchly and successfully maintained the highest
traditions of public service. In him his officers had a
chief who was at once 'guide, philosopher and friend!
and a leader who brought great gifts to his manifold
tasks of organisation and administration. His enduring
monument 1s the Department that he did so much to build.

The new Under Secretary, Dr. R.J. Noble, Ph.D.,
M.Sc., B.Sc.(Agr.), combines with an iIntimate knowledge
of the State and of the Department, scientific attalimments
and experience of espccial value in its work, together
with a personality that 5as long since entrenched him in
the goodwill and respect of the many officers of the

Department whose privilege 1t has been to be associated

with him.
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MONTHLY MARKETING REVIEY

A miscellany of matters relating to the marketing
of primary products, at home and abroad.

Released during the second week of each month.
Issued by authority of the Minister for Agriculture
and prepared under the direction of the Director of Marketing
in the State Marketing Burecau, Department of Agriculture,
New South Wales, Australia.

HIGHLIGHTS

Commonwealth Government grant towards cost of transferring
whoat-growers from "marginal" lands allocated as follows:
New South ‘lales £195,000, South Australia £190,000 and
Western Australia £115,000.

Minister for the Interior announces the extension of bounty
on raw cotton produced in Australia for five years from end
of 1940. This extension, involving an annual expenciture of
£150,000 is dependent on Queensland undertaking to convert
industry from dry to irrigation farming and adopting
scientific methods of eliminating existing disabilities.

Maximum wholesale prices for "fancy" meats in Sydney, New
South Wales, fixed by tho Commonwealth Prices Commissioner.
"Fancy" meats include sheep heads, livers and hearts, ox
livers, tongues, tails and checks, calf hearts and livers.
Overseas demand for these 1s buoyant.

Commonwealth Assistant-Minister for Commerce announces that
Great Britain will buy Australia's exportable surplus of
sheepskins.

Reports indicate that Japanese intcrests have purchased
57,000 tons of barley for £400,000 from Australlen Barley
Board and 100,000 tons of flour for £1,000,000 from
Lustralian Wheat Board. The flour, equivalent to nearly
5 million bushels of wheat will be manufactured in the
various States, according to their milling capacity.

Negotiations for sale to United Kingdom of present season's
Australian exportable egg surplus expeccted to be completed
shortly.
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CHEESE MARKETING PLAKN, NEW BRUNSWICK, CANADA.

In the "Notes on Marketing Organisation" published in the March,
1938, issue of the "Monthly Marketing Review", the marketing legis-
lation in various provinces of Canada was dealt with, including that
of New Brunswlick. In reply to an enquiry as to later developments,
the Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Fredericton, New Brunswick, has
advised the Director of Marketing that cheese factories are now
operating a plan for the marketing of all cheese produced in that
province, and has been good enough to supply copy of this plan.
Although the annual production of cheese is only slightly over half
‘# amillion pounds, the Deputy Minister states that the sale through

§ one agency has eliminated the price cutting that occurred under the
former method of selling by twelve individual plants, and the quality
of the product has been very materially improved.

The following particulars are given as of probable interest to
readers: -

Purpose of Plan.

Proclaimed under the New Brunswick Natural Products Control Act,
1937, as amended (which is very similar in its essential provisions
to the Natural Products Control Act of Ontario, outlined in the
April, 1940, issue of tho "Monthly Marketing Review"), and under the
Jurisdiction of the Minister of Agriculture, the New Brunswick Cheese

Marketing Plan was effective from 21st July, 1939. Its purpose is
set out as:-

"(a) To improve the quality, grading and the method of
maturing Canadian Cheddar Cheese manufactured in
New Brunswick,

(b) To regulate and control the marketing of regulated
product by orderly and uniform regulation.

(¢) To store cheesec when necessary in order to provide
for market needs during seasons of short production
and to prevent demoralization of the market when
production is greater than current requiroments.

(d) To market cheese when properly matured and most
acceptable to the trade.

E?al Board.

The Plan is to be administered by a Local Board consisting of
B repregentative from each of the twelve Cheese Factories, such
“Proscntatives (or Directors) being clocted annually at meotings
~ ¢ patrons and sharcholders of the respcctive factories held
g;0r bofore 15th February of each yoar. (The porsonnel of the

4l Board and the Exocutive thercof to hold office until tho
Wal clection, was designated in the proclaimed Plan).

/The +..s
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The Directors of the Local Board at its Annual Meeting
held on or before lst March of each year elect a President, Vice
President and three Directors to constitute an Executive.

The Local Board has its Head Office at Sussex, New
Brunswick _

Delegation of Powers to Iocal Board.

For the purposes of the Plan, the Natural Products Control
Board (known as the Board) authorises the above-mentioned ILocal
Board, as its agent, to exercise various powers essential to the
control and marketing of the product, including the designation of
the agency through which the marketing shall be carried out. The
Local Board is empowered to fix, from time to tims, the price at
which any of the regulated product of any quantity, quality, grade
or class may be sold, offered or transported for sale. It may impose
and collect, as agent of the Board, a tcll or charge not exceeding
one~-fifth of a cent. per pound on all the regulated product marketed
under the Plan; such tolls are payable into the Consolidated Revenue
of the Province, and the Local Board ronders monthly accounts for
all expenditure to the Provincial Secretary~Treasurer.

====0000000~==~=

- CATTLE, SHEEP AND PIGS -
BREEDS PREFERRED BY OPERATORS AT HOMEBUSH SALEYARDS,
SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALZES.

An article on the above subject appeared in the December,
1939, issue of the Monthly Marketing Review, Subsequently the
question arose as to whether there 1s any tendency in Australia for
Particular breeds of cattle to be preferred and bred for beef in
Particular localities or States. Consideration is accordingly
glven to this aspect.

So far as can be ascertained, there are no statistical data
Or pastoral maps available which convey a picture of the actual
distribution of the various beef breeds of cattle in this country.
Sufficient evidence exists, however, to throw some light on this
Interesting phase of the subject.

In the first place, it must be remembered that Herefords
and Shorthorns are numerically stronger than any other beef breed;
One visit to any Metropolitan saleyard in the Commonwealth is
Shough to convince anyone of this. Thorefore in all beef raising
localities one may expect to see numbers of both of these breeds,
This numerical superiority is significant for surely it can
10810a11y be argued that these breeds werec well adapted to the con-

tions that were met with in earlisr days of development and have
Substantially retained their popularity. In the more remote
districts where natural feed alone is the only fodder, Shorthorns are
8Dt to be more numerous than Herefords, This is true of Northern
Queensland, Western New South Wales and a great part of the producing
areas....
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areas of Western Australia., Towards the more closely settled
districts, as instanced in Southern Queensland and Northern New
South Wales, Herefords become increasingly prominent. To this
extent, then, certain breeds are favoured for particular localities.

In closely settled parts, where fodder reserves are
avallable to supplement natural grasses, 1t is correct to say that all
breeds can be brought to earlier maturity. Under these conditions it
rests largely with individual owners as to what types of cattle are
carried. It is a fact that many such breeders are apt to have a
particular fancy which they will indulge in such circumstances. Thus
it 1s that, in almost any of the safe districts of adequate rainfall
and opportunity for fodder reserves and enjoying the added advantage
of good access to markets, different breeds of beef cattle may be
found thriving side by side.

It should be mentioned, however, that the polled breeds,
particularly Aberdeen Angus, Polled Shorthorns and Polled Herefords,
are attracting greater attention. This is particularly noticeable
at stud stock sales, where the polled animals arc at a premium..

As supplics of suitable stud stock are limited, some time must elapse
before the effect of this trend becomes fully apparent in our main
producing districts.
AITI
~===0000000====

MARKETING OF 1939/40 APPLE CROP,
BRITISH COLUMBIA ,CANADA.

According to "Foreign Crops and Markots" of 16th March, 1940,
the marketing of the British Columbian 1939/40 apple crop has pro-
teeded in a normal fashion despitc the war, Statistics relecased by the
British Columbia Fruit Board show that total shipments to 24th
February, 1940, amounted to 86% of the crop compared with 89% for the
same period of 1938/39 season. Tho total crop was estimated at
5,523,000 boxes, a small decrease on the 5,594,000 boxcs for 1938/39.

Up to 24th February, 1940, "domestic! shipments (that is, to
destinations within the Dominion of Canada) aggregated 2,079,000 boxes,
8Xports amounted to 2,506,000 boxes and canncries absorbed 178,000 boxaos.

While exports were about 250,000 boxes below those during
1938/39, they wore above the average of the three previous seasons.,
Approximately 87% of the exports went to the United Kingdom (2,179,000
Doxes), South Amorican countries took 135,000 boxes, United States
84,000, Egypt 46,000 and the Union of South Africa 41,000 boxes.

per The British Columbia Frult Board was established under the
¥atural Products Marketing (British Columbia) Act as the body teo
designate the central selling agency for the marketing of the crop,
% publish figures on thae movement of frult, to conduct equalisation
PO0ls and to collect tolls for the expense of advertising and
84dministration. The three members of the Board are elected by the
bers of the British Columbia Fruit Growers' Association.

-===0000000== =~
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PHYSICAL FEATURES, PRODUCTION AND GENERAL DESCRIPTION

OF THE
SOUTHERN TABLELAND OR STATISTICAL DIVISION NO. 7,
NEW SOUTH WALES.

In previous issues of the "Monthly Marketing Review"
articles deallng with Statistical Divisions of New South Wales
Nos. 1 to 6 have appeared from time to time. In continuation of
the series, attention is focussed on the Southern Tableland of the
State or Statistical Division No. 7.

Geographical description and climate.

Reference to the 0fficial Year Book of New South Wales
discloses that the Southern Tableland Division contains the seven
Counties of King, Argyle, Murray, Cowley, Wallace, Beresford and
Wellesley, of which three, viz., King, Argyle and Murray appear in
Sir Thomas Mitchell's original survey of the "Nineteen Settled
Counties" and share, with those of the Central Plateau, in the early
history of the State. The Goulburn district was discovered by John
Oxley in 1820, and a settlement founded there by Governor Maccuarie
in the same year.

The Southern Tableland is bounded on the north by the
Upper Lachlan River, from Battery Ridge to Mount Sugarloaf, thence
running southward to the junction of the Lachlan and Crookwell
Rivers, by the latter to its headwaters in the Cullarin Range, thence
by the mountain chain leading roughly north-east to Mt. Macallster,
thence leaving the range by the Guineacor Creek, by the latter to 1ts
junction with the Wollondilly River.

Its southern boundary 1s the western section (from a
point to the east of Mt. Tennyson to the head of the Indi River) of
the surveyed straight line running diagonally north-west from Cape
Howe to Forest Hill, which forms the eastern part of the surveyed
boundary between New South Wales and Victoria.

It is bounded on the east by the Wollondilly River, from
its junction with Guineacor Creek to its western deflection at
Wamarra Brush, thence by Patrick's River and tributary creeks, by
the Shoalhaven River from its southern bend in the latitude of the
town of Goulburn to its junction with Jinden Creek, thence westward
by a straight line running northward of Mt. Italy to the Oronmear
Creck, by the latter to the Gourock secction of the Main Dividing
Range, the Kybean Range, the north-eastern section of the Monaro
Range which forms the watershed of the Umaralla River, and by the
South Coast Range, from its point of departurc from the Monaro
Range, southward to the Victorian border to the east of Mt.Tennyson.

In the west it is bounded by the Burrowa River from its
Junction with the River Lachlean on the north to its head-waters in
/the wevee.
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the neighbourhood of Bowning Hill on the south; by the Yass River to
its junction with thc Murrumbidgec River, by the latter to its
junction with the Goodradigbee River: by the Goodradigbee to its
Junction with Peppercorn Creck: by the latter to the Upper Murrumbid-
gee; by the Upper Murrumbidgee to the latitude of the Yarrangobilly
Caves; thence southward by the Munyang Range and the Snowy Mountains
to Forest Hill on the Victorian border.

The southern extremity of this Division constitutes the
alpine region, not merely of the State of New South Wales, but of
the Continent of Australia. It contains the highest pesk in the
Commonwealth, Mount Kosciusko, and other peaks of considerable height,
such as Mt. Townsend, Ram's Head, The Pilot, Mt. Twynam, and David and
Etheridge Pcaks. The average height of the Southern Tablcland is in
the vicinity of 2,400 fect and it is the coldest part of the Statoc,
the mcan annual temperature being about 54°, In summer tho mean
ranges from 55° to 68°, and in winter from 33° to 45°. Noar tho
southern extremity of the tableland snow is generally present
throughout the year. While the average annual rainfall varics from
approximately 19 inches at Cooma to 64 inches at Kiandra, the bulk
of the recording stations 1licsin the 20 to 30 inch group .

The Southern Tableland is generally well watered, coastal
rivors having their hoadwaters on tho eastern and southern watcrsheds
and inland streams rising in the western. Of chiof importance arec
the upper reaches of the ‘lollondilly and Shoalhaven Rivers, the Upper
Murrumbidgec and i1ts tributarics, and the Snowy River.

Arca and population.

The total area of the division,which includes 7 Shiros and
S Municipalitics, 1s 7,062,000 acros or approximately 11,034 aq.niles
but as cxtensive tracts arc rugged and rock-strewn and thercfore
unsuiltable for agriculture, grazing has rcmained the main activity,
although many farmcrs combine agriculturc with grazing, and large
areas are cultivated in suitable localities. As an illustration of
the outstanding position held by the pastoral industry the following
figures, preparecd by the Government Statistician, are illuminating:

Principal purpose for which holdings No. of holdings
are used

Agriculture only soes 59
Dairying " dese 53
Grazing L N 2,528
Agriculture and Dairying .... 36
" " GraZing es0 0 329
Dairying and Grazing sooe 48
Agriculture, Dalrying and Grazing 44
Poultry, Boos, Pigs, otC. s... 13
Unoccupied or used for other purposcs i
3,182

/hccording “resvoe
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According to the New South '/ales Statistical Regilster,
the area of holdings in the season 1937/38 totalled 5,801,144
acres, 50,527 acres becing undor crop and 63,200 under sown
grasscs. Allenated or virtually alicnated lands compriscd
4,177,740 acres and leases of various kinds from the Crown
aggregated 1,623,404 acres. The population at the 3lst December,
1038, was estimated at 52,540 and, consldcring the large area of
the divislion, it may be regarded as sparsely settled. There are
few towns of consccuence, tho largest being Goulburn with a
population estimated at the eclosc of the year 1938 of 15,360,
followed by Queanbeyan 4,220, Yass 3,020, and Cooma 2,150. It is
interesting to note in passing that Canberra, the Federal Capital,
which 1s situated within an area of 912 square miles ceded by the
New South Wales Government to the Commonwcelth in 1911 to form the
Federal Capital Territory, formerly compriscd part of this
division.

Wool-growing the outstanding primery industry.

As previously indicated, the pastoral industry holds
pride of place among the primary produclng pursults, and sheep-
ralsing is pre-eminent, the numbers of sheep carried aggregating
Just on 3,784,000 head in the season 1937/38, Formerly, practically
the whole of the sheep population of the Southorn Tableland
comprised finc-woolled merinos, climatic and other conditions
sulting thls type. However, with the devotion of groater attention
to Ilmproved pastures, there has been a distinct tendenecy for merino
wools to become stronger and many medium woolled sheep arc now
noticeable throughout this area.

Fat lamb industry may increase substantially.

This statistical division is in its infancy from the
point of view of fat lamb raising but pasture improvement and the
use of superphosphate has rendered fairly oxtensive areas sultable
for thls form of production, many lambs now being raised on the
better developed properties. In a recent survey of the lamb ralsing
industry in Australla, the Senior Sheep and Wool Instructor of the
New South Wales Department of Agriculturc pointed out that, desplte
the fact that thils district comprisecs a large tract of mountain
country and land not suitable for development, many more lambs
will be produced in the near future. A number of breceders find
that they cannot profitably run merinos any longer and are turning
to lamb production. Careful pasture management, supplementary
feecding, the growing of fodder erops, and thc conservation of
fodder, however, arc considered essential for success.

Although the long, cold wintor and the lateness of the
Scason are among the disabllities suffered by fat lamb producers
in thils district, it i1s stated that the advantages include assured
Scasons and the casc with which pastures can be improved. Another
factor on the credit side is proximity to market. The northern
Ssection 1s the closest lamb producing arca to the Sydney market,
being only 80 miles away. The lower Monaro (south-castern portion
of the division) is about 320 miles distant and those western

/portions ....
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portions which use the Sydney market are about the same distance.
There are definite possibilities of expansion because of the
industry's comparative lack of development. -

Considerable numbers of cattle depastured.

Cattle rank next to shaep in the. grazing activitles of
this division, and at 31st March, 1938, totalled 132,387 head,
consisting of 5,488 cows in registered dairies and 126,899 other
cattle. The foregoing total represents a significant increase
over that for 1931, when the aggregate was 71,669 head. It is
worthy of mention that the more assured seasons of this portion of
the State enable graziers there to supply fat stock to the markets
at times when such stock is at a premium. Also, the better parts
of the undeveloped country throughout the Southern Tablelands,
together with what is termed the Snow Belt, are largely availed
of for rellef pastures for sheep and cattle from inland centres
in time of drought.

A limited amount of dairying and pigraising is carried
on, particularly in the Goulburn and Taralga centres, and during
the year 1937/38 the output of factorles within the division
amounted to 480,445 1b. butter and 27,378 1b. bacon and hams.

Agriculture of minor importance,

Compared with many other parts of the State, little
agriculture is practised. Some wheat and oats are grown, mainly in
the north and north-western portions, but elsewhere cultivation of
these cereals is negligible; in 1937/38, the total acreage of wheat
sown in the Southern Tablelands was 3,974, and of oats 15,110. Plots
of lucerne are established on river and creek flats, more particular-
ly in parts of the Monaro and Dalgety Shires, and in 1937/38
aggregated 12,055 acres for hay, from which 11,541 tons of hay were
harvested, and 12,654 acres for green fodder.

The important potato-growing arees of the Centrsl Table-

land extond into the subjoct division, the main production taking

lace in the Goulburn-Taralga districts. To a lesser extent this

Crop 1s grown around Cooma and Bombala. For the year 1937/38 the
guantity of potatoes dug amounted to 5,575 tons from 2,180 acres.
Statistics of the vegetable growing industry reveal that the Southern
Tableland accounted for 1,517 acres and 19,865 tons of turnips of

the total of 4,366 acres and 29,789 tons for the State during 1937/38;
the Bibbenluko Shire was the main producing area.

Apples, pears and cherries are cultivated to a somewhat
limited extent, the chief commorcial orchards being in the Goulburn
and Yass regions. PPigures published bv the Government Statistician
Show that in the 1937/38 scason there wore 1,185 acres of productive
fruit trees, and that the yiclds of the principal varieties were:-
85,677 bushel s of Apples, 12,174 bushels of Poars, 3,267 bushels of
Apricots, 3,168 bushels of Cherries, 2,349 bushels of Peachos and
&,607 bushols of Plums. Young trees not yet bearing totalled 188

cres,
(To be continued)

o ~===0000000====~
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HOMEBUSH LIVESTOCK MARKETS, SYDNEY.

SHEEP AND CATTLE DEARER: PIGS SELL AT FIRM LEVELS.

Light supplies of sheep and lambs.

From the beginning of April the numbers of sheep and lambs
coming forward were relatively small and little improvement was
noticeable until the close of the month when larger consignments
came to hand. The smallest yarding on any one sale day was 12,909
and the highest 33,862 head; the aggregate for the month was only
170,289, representing a decrease of 21,117 on the previous month's
total. The dry conditlions in many parts of the State were relieved
by welcome falls of rain which will enable graziers to retain sheep
on thelr holdings for fattening. There was a marked shortage of
lambs, the supply for the month being 49,338 head.

Moderate supplies of gquality sheep.

Moderate numbers of good to prime sheep were offered but
they were mostly of a heavy description, dressing from 48 1b. of
mutton upward. Light sheep, which would dress out at from 36 1lb. to
44 lb. were somewhat scarce; most of the light sheep offered were of
falr to medium trade quality only. One noticeable feature in the
sheep section was that although the aggregate pennings for April
were some 20,000 below the March total, actually the grown sheep
yarded totalled 121,591 or 5,226 more than last month's figure.

Strong demand for sheep.

A brisk demand characterised the sheep market for the
greater part of Aprll with a generally upward prices movement but
values foll away subsequently. Sheep advanced by from 2/6 to 5/-
per head over the first three wecks of the period but larger
supplies towards the end of April resulted in a decline in prices
of from 2/- to 3/- per head, mecdium quality mutton being most
affected. Some of the sales glven below illustrate price movements
during the period:-

A line of nice light wethers waa sold on lst April at
14/11 each; welghing approximately 40 1b. they werc worth 4d per 1b.

On 15th, a consignment of good trade wethers dressing
approximately 44 1b. of mutton made 21/10 per hoad or the equivalent
of 43d per 1b. i3

Later in the period somc attractive wethers which weighed
approximately 46 lb. recalised the highly satisfactory price of 27/4
per head, the mutton costing 5d per 1b. At the ond of the period, a
yard of similar quality shcep and the same dressed woight was
disposed of at 24/- cach or 4zd per 1b,

Roalisations for grown sheep were very satisfactory for
the most part, wethers making as much as 55/- per head while sales

/at sesssne
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at 25/~ to 30/- frequontly occurred. Generally, however, a fairly
large proportion of the good trade wethers was disposed of at from
20/§ to 27/- according to weight and skin value. Modium to plain
descriptions realised relatively lower priccs, Ewes, also, sold
woll, up to 23/- por head being paid for some lines of outstanding
quality, but quite a fow of tho better classes of cwes made from’
14/- to 20/-. Plain sorts, of course, sold at lower rates.

During the period of peak values, which occurred about
mid-April, some good light 4 tooth wethers eost as much as 5%d per
1b. on the hoof, and other_ light shecp 4id to 5d; heavy mutton at the
tho same time made 44 to 4%d per 1lb. Owing to the sharp rise in
prices, the range per 1b. for mutton neccssarily 1s fairly wide,
hoavy wothers costing from 33d to 48d per 1b. and light from 3%a
to 52d. Mostly, however, 1t ecould be sald that light sheep were
obtained at 33d to 4%d and heavy at 33d to 4id per 1b. Allowing
for the rise and fall of the market, tho cost of mutton would
average from zd to 1ld per 1lb. more than in the previous month. The
position with regard to ewcs was very similar, 1light making to 434
and heavy to 4d per 1b. Mostly, however, owe mutton cost from 34 to
3%d for heavy and 33d to 4%d per 1b. for light.

Acute shortage of lambs.

Lamb supplies showed a decline of 26,243 head in April.
The highest daily total was 10,502 head and the lowest 4,400, the
supply being far short of requirements. Vory few lambs of quality
werc avallable but some lots of attractive heavy lambs were rcceived.
The groator part of the offerings comprised medium to plain
descriptions, many of which were very dry; in this class, welghts
of from 26 to 32 1b. were tho most common.

Sharp rise in lamb values.

The light supplies created the strongest demand for lambs
éxperienced at the Homebush saleyards for many yecars and prices of
all grados reached peak levols. The market opened carly in April
generally dearer and by the middle of the month values had advanced
by from 3/- to 7/- per hoad. By the ond of April prices had receded
Slightly, a fall of from 1/- to 2/- occurring on good lambs while
medium to plain trade descriptions easod by about 3/- per head.
Some indication of the marked variations which took place are
indicated in the following actual salcs:-

A 1line of good trade lambs welghing 32 1lb. sold early in
the month at 23/9 per head or approximatoly 8&d per 1b.

About mid-April, a line of nice cuallty lambs weighing
approximately 31 1b. realised the equivalent of 93d per 1lb.,  the
Operator paying 28/2 cach.

On the next sale day a draft of suckers made 1 sd per lb;
Welghing approximately 32 1b., they were disposed of at 31/9 per
head, Values at closing sales were on a lower level as good lambs
Welghing approximately 32 1lb. sold at 27/6 each or 83d per lb,

/Aetual .....
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Actual realisations per head wore extrcmely good, up
to 35/~ boing paid for quality lamb, while many salcs were effected
at 28/- to 32/-. A fairly large percontage of the offering realised
from 22/- to 27/- each according to quality. Medium to plain lambs
sold at correspondingly lower rates.

Although up to 10%d per 1lb. was paid for lambs of out-’
standing quality and finish this oxtreme rate was not gencral., With
prices rising as sharply as they did, the range is fairly wide,
lambs realising from 8d to 104 per lb. for light and 72d to 94 for
heavy grades, representing an advance of from l3d to 2d per 1lb.
over the previous month's prices.

Quality cattle in short supply.

The total offering of cattle during April, 1940, (17,877
head) showed an increase on the previous month's consignments but
there were only seven sale days in March compared with eight in
the month under review. In contrast with the uniform truckings
durlng March the daily totals for April varied considerably. Except
on one or two sale days the quality was disappointing and even the
comparatively large number auctioned in the store section, 3,546
head, falls to reflect the high percentage of plain and medium
cattle yarded. On some occasions the quality of the cattle in a
large number of the pens was little bettor than that to be found
in the store section.

Comgetition from chilled beef.

Seasonal conditions during April showed a considerable
improvement and following beneficial rains over a wide area the
positlon 1s now much more satisfactory. Reports indicate that
green feed is coming on and stock are in fair to good condition in
many parts of the State. Additional falls arc still required, of
course, in parts where drought conditions had been severe.

Heavy supplies of chilled beef are reaching Sydney from
country killing centres and quality is said to be very good. Some
Ssections of the trade are expressing concern and doubt whether the
producer will benefit in the long run.

Heavy bullocks scarce.

On most sale days bullocks were in somewhat light supply
With quality chilefly fair to good tradc. Medium to heavy weight
beasts werec particularly scarce on some occasions, nevertheless
Several very attractive drafts of prime heavy Shorthorns from the
Moree district were yarded. They sold to £21 per head; one line
Which was estimated to average 975 1b. dressed brought £19.11.0 per
head, equivalent to 40/~ per 100 1b. Tho stoady upward movemont in
Prices which has becn noticeable for some considerable time
¢ontinued during April, values during the latter half of the month
reaching particularly high levels when quotations for good to prime
bullocks werc as follow:- Heavy 37/= to 43/-, Medium 40/~ to 44/-,
Light 42/- to 45/-. Large supplies of chilled boof towards tho close
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of the poriod had a somewhat stecadying influcnecc and on the final
sale day valuces gencrally wore a little easier,

Good tradc stcers well supplled.

Stecrs were generally well in evidence and comprised
chiefly light to modium welght descriptions. Fair to good trade
lots prcdomlnated, nevertheless a falrly substantial percentage
was of primc grade, Prime light steers were always in keen demand
and during the first half of the month average rates showed an
improvement. At subsequent sales, there was a fairly substantial
rise in prices of all descriptions and on the final sale day
guotations for good to prime, covering all weights, ranged from
43/- to 50/- per 100 1b.

Medium grade cows plentiful.

Cows were plentiful but unfortunately the offerings
gencrally contalned a high porcentage of dairy stock and plain
to medilum quallty beef breeds. Light wolght sorts predominated
and prime heavy welghts were sometimes difficult to secure. As
mlght be expected, good to prime beef brecds brought enhanced
prlces, both light and hoavy grades selling to 39/« por 100 1lb.
during the flrst half of tho poriod. Values subsequently advanced
still furthor when heavy cows werc quoted at 36/~ to 40/6 and
light 38/« to 41/-, Following hoavy consignments on the final
sale day values doclinoed 2/- por 100 1b.

Helfers make a falr showing.

There was gonerally a falr showing of heifers, all
welghts being included. Supplioes chlefly constituted falr trade
quallty lines but a number of attractive drafts were noticed
which met a ready sale at improved rates. Values were always
above thosc of the previous month and ranged from 39/- to 47/-
por 100 1b. during the first half of April whilst as high as 50/-
was subsequently recordod. Closing quotations, howover, worc 40/-
to 48/- for good to prime grados,

Quality vealers in limited supply.

The offorings of vealers continucd to bc variable but
quality was morc evon in that falr to good trade sorts predominated
on each sale day; prime boasts, however, wero forward in limited

numbers only.

Cattle values highor.

As already indicated, thc steady advance in values,
which has been apparent for several months now,continued during
April and prices during thoe third week reached the highost level
for somo considerable time. Consignments continued to be light but
values showed a smell recosslon during the subsequent sale days
owing, 1t 1s allecged, to the large supplies of chilled beef from
country centres. Thore is little indication, however, that any
?irkod decline in values of prime cattle is likely in the near

ture.
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Increased supplies of pigs.

In contrast with the previous month, April offerings
each week were all more or less substantial, resulting in the
much higher aggregate of 6,367 head being sold at auction. This.
total 1s also considerably in excess of the number auctioned
during the corresponding period of 1939, viz., 3,580 head, and
may be an indication that the efforts being put forth to develop
the industry in this State are producing results. This is also
exemplified by the increased percentage of country pigs offered,
3,206 of the total April pennings belng received by rail. In
addition to the pigs auctioned, vard dues were paid to the
Metropoliton Meat Industry Commissioner in respect of 1,779 head,
representing private sales which would include plgs of baconer
welght sold "over the scale™ at the Homebush Abattoirs.

Variable gquality of porkers.

Porkers, as usual, were better represented than the
other classes of pigs and for the most part they comprised medium
to heavy weight descriptions with light sorts occasionally in
limited supply. Quality on the whole could be deseribed as fair
only, although quite a noticeable proportion of the offerings was
of good to prime grade. A falr percentage of the pennings consisted
of well-bred pigs at a stage insufficiently "finished" for marketing
but these met a ready inquiry from store buyers. Medium quality
porkers were also in demand by feeders for subsequent sale as pigs
of heavy baconer type. Prices during the month were variable,
nevertheless average rates werc about equal to those of March.
Heavy porkers maintained values more consistently than other
classes; prices of prime animals dressing 90 1b. varied between
53/6 and 55/6 only, whilst those of porkers dressing 60 1b. ranged
from 39/6 to 45?3 per head. The market was best on the final sale
day when values of pigs of the above-mentioned weight on a per 1b.
basis made 73d and 8id, respectively.

Increased supplies of baconers.

Baconers continued to make an improved showling, being
much better than earlier in the year. It has already been main-
tained that the bulk of the loeal supplies of heavy baconers are
being sold direct to operators at a fixed rate per pound (6zd) on
the dressed weight of the carcase. The quality of those auctioned
was varlable, generally ranging from fair to good trade. A notice-
able proportion, nevertheless, was of good to prime quality. This
Was more apparent amongst the light and medium welght sorts. The
fixation of prices for baconers exported to the United Kingdom has
had a generally steadylng effect on the local market and values
during the month dlsclosecd only slight variations, the principal
changes being in relation to prime light baconers dressing 100 1b.
Pricos of prime heavy baconers (150 1b.) were practically stationary
at 86/6 per head, equivalent to 634 per 1b,
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Backfatters continue in firm demand.

Backfatters were well supplied on most sale days but
for the most part they were of 1light to medium welght. Heavy sorts,
on occaslons, were very scarce. Quality as usual was most variable
and ranged from plain to prime. On the whole, quality animals were
falrly well represented, although prime pigs werc somewhat difficult
to secure., The strong market for backfattcrs, which has been in
evidence for some time now was maintalned during April. Although
small fluctuations occurred, average rates were about on .a par
with those of March. The market was at its best on the final sale
day in April when equivalent carcase values of good to prime pigs
ranged from 53d to 6zd per 1lb., for woights 200 1b. to 350 1b. and
from 5%d to 6d for those ostimated to arcss over 350 1b,

Market values maintained.

Genorelly spoaking, the auctions conducted during April
mey be consldored satisfactory from tho viewpoint of the producer
in that the average ratcs of the previous month wore fairly well
maintained dospite tho inecreased numbers available. Prices, oxcept .
for thosc of light porkeors, were highor than during the corrcspond-
ing period of 1939 when supplies worc also light.

G.C. & J.W.
====0000000= ===~

TOMATO AND APPLE JUICES - CANADA.

The following extract from a recont report by the Assistant
Australlan Trade Commissioner in Canada indicates that the frult and
vogetable julce industry is firmly cstablished in that Dominion:-

"It appears that those products have reached a stage when
they are being sold entirely on their own merits. As an example of
the development 1t may be mentioned that 25,000 acres in two
countles of Ontario werc devoted last year entirely to tomato
crops, practlically the whole of which were processed into Juice.

It 1s sald that the public in Groat Britain arc commencing to use
tomato juice extensively.

The Increasing utilisation of apple juice fulfills a
twofold purpose, firstly to reduce thc surplus of Canadian fresh
applos which formerly went to the Unitod Kingdom and secondly
docroasing importations of fresh fruit and fruit Julces from the
Unitod States. The dovelopmont 1s, thercfore, specially useful
undor wartime conditions as a measurc of protection of the Canadian
cconomy. It is stated that processors of apple Julce this year
Underostimated the demand which has ariscn for this product,
Particularly as a breakfast drink,"

Flgurcs published in "Agricultural and Industrial Progress
in Canada® show that for the first seven months of 1939 Canadian
Cxports of tomato juice in containers amounted to 2,758,000 1lbs.
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TRADING IN FRUIT AND VEGETABLES AT THE
CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY.

Since the breaking of the drought early in April there
have been intermittent poriods of cool, showery weather which had-
the effect of retarding salecs of fruit to somo extent and business
lacked the brisk tonc which was apparent durlng the previous month.
On the whole, however, clearance of quality frult was satisfactory
and values were fairly weoll maintainod. :

Steady demand for recognised commercial varietics of apples.

Only relatively small quantitics of apples came to hand
from New South Wales districts but heavy shipments werc received
from Tasmania. A considorablc proportion of the Tasmanian consign-
ments, however, was placcd in cool storage and the markot was not
overstocked,

Thore was a steady inquiry for the largor sizos of the
recognised commercial varictics, such as Jonathan, Granny Smith and
Delicious, but most other sorts, together with small fruit of all
kinds, werc slow of salt, even at low priccs. Local Granny Smiths,
Dolicious and Johathans were rather scarce and met a ready sale
at vory satisfactory pricos. Up to 18/~ por case was roalised for
cholce, large Delicious while sales of Granny Smith and Jonathan
were recorded to 12/- for the best slzos. Tasmanlan Jonathans,
also, sold well at rates ranging to 10/-. Owing to the shortago of
Granny Smiths, buyers were forced to substitute other varieties
Such as Cleopatra and Alfriston for "cookers" and better prices
than usual were realiscd for these sorts.

Quality pears in request.

Cholce local Packham's Triumph and Winter Cole pears
Were in request throughout the month at very satisfactory prices
Which ranged to 14/- per case with odd sales of the first named at
higher rates. Some of the less popular varictiocs, such as Beurre
Bosc and Beurre de Caplaumont, also sold well. Fairly large
Quantities were recceived from Tasmania and moderate consignments
8lso came to hand from Victoria; these supplies were disposed of
to good advantage, particularly Tasmanian Winter Colos.

Yow Season Navol oranges available - values of Valencias
declinc,
e —————

Small consignments of new season Navel oranges were
Poccived from Quecnsland early in the month and met a rcady sale
8t prices ranging to 24/- por easoc. |

With stoadily increasing supplies coming forward, vendors
Werec obliged to acccpt lower ratos but stocks continued to sell
Poely and values of tho best packs were maintained at rates
Panging to 20/- per casc. About the middlo of the month, Queensland
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Joppas werec also avallable and clcarsd readily ¢ from 12/- to 16/-
per case.

Only Zimited quantities of local Valenclas were available
eerly in the month and the hign pricos ruling at the end of March
continued until supplies of Quceonsland Navels and Joppas, for which
buyers showed a prefercnce owing to their superior quality, were .
sufficicnt to meet the requirements of thc tredo. Values then fell
sharply and the larger sizes of quality fruit were the only lines
that could be cleared at all satisfactorily. Small fruit became
increasingly difficult to sell and was offorod for as low as 2/-
per casc in an ondeavour to obviato an accumulation of stocks.

Towards tho end of the month, small quantities of Navel
oranges from local sources made thelr appocarance on the market but
were mostly too green in appearance for rocady sale.

Values of lemons casac.

At flrst, only very limited supplics of lemons were
recelved from local growers and although consignments continued
to come to hand from Queonsland, aggregato stocks were not large.
Sales were readlly effectod and priccs rose 40 relatively high
levels, up to 20/~ and 25/~ being reelised for the best quality
local and Queensland lots, recpectively., These conditions existed
until about the middle of the month, From then ornwards a steady
downward trend in values was apparent, which may be attributed to
two main causes. Firstly, the high pricss ruling earller in the
month induced local growers to forward considerable quantities of
green frult which became increasingly difficult to sell and,
secondly, the colder weather had a reg@rding effect on sales.

Fluctuating market for nession-fruit,

A weaker demand and more plentiful supplies of passion-
fruit were responsible for a decline in values at the beginning
Of the month. Within a week, however, there was an improved inguiry
for choice lots and the market had fully recovered, up to 20/= per
half-casc being realised. Subsequently a weakcr demand was again
experienced and values declined by aboui 5/~ per half-case but as
Stocks woere only moderate prices were maintained at these levels
throughout the remainder of the month.

Grapes cheaper.

Only small quantities of both Black and White Muscatel
8rapes were aveilable and cholce lots continued to command
Telatively high prices. Plentiful supplies of Purple Cornichon
8nd gon, white varieties were forthcoming from inlend districts,
Principally the Murrumbidgeo Irrigation Area. As sales were
Somevhat retarded by the cool weathor vendors were obliged to
8ccept lower prices to facilitate clearances.,

Increased supplies and the reporcussions of the high
Prices ruling at tho end of March were responsible for a decline
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in the values of bancnas carls in April, the quotation for the
period being from 14/- to 20/- per tropical case, with some specials
higher. Towards tho middle of the month, however, shorter suppliecs
came to hand and prices rosec agailn to former lcovels (14/- to 23/~
and these rates were falrly evenly maintaincd throughout the balance
of the period, although an casier tcndency was apparent at closing.

Sharp rise in prices of pineapples followed by downward trend.

Only relatively light supplies of pineapples were available
at the beginning of April and stocks cleared rcadlly at enhanced
prices, up to 14/- poer tropical case being obtained, with odd sales
at higher ratcs. This induccd growers to forward larger quantities
and by the end of the first week the market had declined by at
least 3/~ per casc. Following is an extract from a report by the
Sydney representative of the Committee of Direction of Fruit Markete
ing, dated 6th April, which aptly describes the first week's trading:

"Tho shortcned quantitics over threc trains had a tendency
to harden values and by the 3lst March all stocks were cleared by
shopkeepers, due mainly to weather conditions which were admirable
for plneapple eating. Again on Monday morning only moderate quantities
came forward and, in conscquence of gn unusual demand, values rose to
15/- and perhaps more for thosc oxtra speclal brands which are not
usually quoted. In the afternoon of Monday the first rains in Sydney
for a considerable time set in and Tuesday morning sales lagged
badly and the market was definitely 3/- lower. In some cases where
agents had held out for still better values as much as a 5/- fall in
values was noticed. Here again we have tho repercussions of high
rates to the consumcr and 2 tondency to induce heavy quantities to
come forward, some of which were too greecn for immediate consumption
and as a result there is a considerable carry-over stock. Values for
t?e wook opened at 8/- to 11/~ and on Saturday morning were 6/- to
9/-. 6333 cases of pines came forward,"

Again during the third weck supplies were relatively small
and the market improved but later more plontiful supplics were forth-
coming. Sales were retardcd to some extent by the cold weather and
Prices receded to former levels.

Cooler weather conditlons favour sales of vegetables.

The cooler weather which prevailed throughout the month
gas more favourable to the sale of vegetables and trading was fairly
risk, :

Prices of peas fluctuate.

Peas were in relatively light supply during the early part
of April and a steady rise in prices was apparent. The peak was
Feached on Monday, 8th April, when choice lots recalised to 18/- per
bushel, with odd sales at still higher rates. These high prices had
& retarding effect on disposals, however, as retallers were forced
%0 1imit thelr purchases owing to unsatisfactory clearances in thelr
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shops and by the end of the second weck values had receded
considerably. Realisations, however, were still very satisfactory,
the range being from 8/~ to 12/- per bushel with odd sales highor.,
Priccs again rose to 18/~ for choice lines on Monday, 22nd April,
but durlng the next fow days the market became steady at from 10/=-
to 16/~ pcr bushel.

Beans modcratcly stocked.,

Consignments of beans wore received from Queensland and
the North Coast to supploment local supplies but aggregate stocks
werc only just sufficiont to meet the requirements of the trade.

A steady advance in priccs was apparcnt up to and including Monday,
8th April, after which lower rates were acceptod owing to a woaker
demand. Values again roso to high levels during the wock ended 24th
April, up to 18/~ per bushcl being rcalised, Those pricecs were not
maintainod but the closing quotations of 8/~ to 12/« per bushel
werc nevcrthcless very satisfactory.

Valucs of cabbages fairly well maintaincd.

Cabbages for the most part were moderately supplied.
There was a stcady demand for quality lines and values were fairly
steady at 2/- to 12/- por dozen, with sales of small guantities of

extra choice at higher rates.

Choice cauliflowers in request.

Gencrally spcaking, cauliflowcrs were fairly plentiful
but only a rclatively small proportion was of choice quality.
Medium to inferior descriptions werc at timos difficult to sell
but there was a sustainocd domand for quality 'heads' and realisations
on thc whole were very satisfactory.

Salad lines slow of sale.

The cool weather was not conducive to the sale of salad
vegotables and priccs of bectroot foll to relatively low levels.
Supplies of lettucc, however, werc only light and valucs wore falirly
Wwell maintained in conscquence.

Most kinds of bunched vogetablos realise good prices.

Therc was a good demend for most kinds of bunched
vegotables, particularly carrots, parsnips, splnach and rhubarbd
and comparatively high prices ruled,

Supplics of tomatocs diminish,

Falrly hcavy consignments of tomatocs were roccived from
Queensland and Victoria to supplement local supplics carly in tho
month but by the closc of April stocks had fallen off considerably.
During the first threc weecks arrivals from Quecnsland had fallen
from 18,668 half-casos to 5,080 while in the following weck only
1,626 boxcs werc receivod. Local supplics also diminished.
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Sales were retarded to some extent by the weather
conditions and green descriptions were particularly slow of sale.
There was a fairly good inquiry for choice, coloured lines, however,
especlally towards the end of the month when supplles were short,
and an upward trend in values was apparent. Closing quotations were
as follow:- Local green 4/~ to 7/-, coloured 6/- to 10/= per half-
case; Victorlan green 8/- to 12/-, coloured 10/- to 18/- (few
higher) per bushel case.

E.J.C.
~====-0000000==~=~

SALES AT THE ALEXANDRIA RAILWAY GOODS YARD
AND IN SUSSEX STREET, SYDNEY.

Increased consignments of Tasmanian potatoes.

Tasmanian growers shipped substantielly heavier quantities
of potatoes to the Sydney market during April, 1940, compared with
the previous month. Consignments amounted to 146,397 bags and
included both Table and Seed lines, At the beginning of April,
rates for Brownells and Bismarcks were fixed at £14.0.0 but,
following the receipt of a small shipment during the second week,
prices advanced to £20.,0.0 per ton. However, on the arrival of
the season's heaviest consignment in the third week, guotations
for Brownells and Bismarcks declined to £12.0.0. The range of
prices throughout the month was:- Brownells and Bismarcks £12.0.0
to £20.0.,0, Snowflakes and Arranchiefs £10.10.0 to £19.0.,0, Seed
£8.,0,0 to £14.0,0 per ton. Demand was steady throughout for all

lines.

A smell quantity of Tasmanian potatoes, totalling 449
bags, was received at Alexandria. These tubers were originally
shipped to Melbourne but were then forwarded by rail to Sydney.
Realisations at auction ranged from £9,11.,8 to £12.0.,0 per ton.

A consignment of 225 bags of Vietorian potatoes also came to hand

and brought £11.11.8 per ton at auction.

Arrivals of loecally-produced potatoes at Alexandria were
again fairly light, the total belng 1,175 bags. The main centres
represented were Guyra and Lowanna. Competition at auction was
very keen and disposals werc effected at the following rates:-
No.l grade, £7.15.0 to £12.15.0, No.2 grade, £9.15.0 to £13.0,0,
Seed, £9.10.0 to £13.11.8, Stock food, £5.0,0 to £10.0.0 per ton.
Towards the end of the month, approximately 100 bags of autumn-
Crop new potatoes came to hand in Sussex Strect from the Northern
Rlvers. These werc offered at auction and brought £9.15.,0 per ton.

Higher prices for onions.

Recelvals of onions in Sussex Street totalled 14,718 bags
from Victoria. Request was firm throughout the period and prices
' ; /adVﬂn_cedc e
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advanced. At the beginning of April, rates for Brown Spanish
ranged from £9.0.,0 to £10,0.0 per ton, but subsequently £12.0.0
was obtalned. ''hite onions comprised only a small proportion of
the supplies and sold well at £6.0.0 to £12.0,0 for Table and
£7.0.0 to £8,0.0 por ton for "pleklers". Brown picklers sold at
£9.0.0 to £10.0,0 while brown Globe Tablc lines met a ready demand
at 58.0.0 tO £ll.0|0 peI' tono :

Large supplles of pumpkins.

Heevy supplies of pumpkins were received at Alexandria,
92 trucks coming from Queensland and 9 from centres within New
South Vales. At the beoginning of the month up to £8.,0.0 per ton
was obtained but values declined towards the close of the period.
Prices obtained for Quecensland offerings ranged from £3.0.0 to
£10.0.0 per ton, whilst sales of local produce werec effected at
£3.0.0 to £8.0.0 by private treaty and £4.5.0 to £5.10.,0 per ton
by auction for small bag lots. The market for the 4,100 bags
received in Sussex Stroet from Queensland showed a gradual decline
from £8.0,0 early in the month to £6.0.0 per ton at the end. The
972 bags shipped from local ports ranged in price from £3.0.,0 to
£8.,0.0 per ton.

Good inquiry for other vecgetables.

Arrivals of swedes, carrots and parsnips from Tasmania
totalled 6,968, 2,363 and 1,605 bags, respectively. Inquiry was
keen, ospeclally for good to prime lots which clecared rcadily.
Swedes werec disposcd of at £10,0.0 per ton until late in April,
when a keener demand and lighter stocks resulted in pricos advancing
to £12.0,0 per ton. Quotations for carrots ranged from £8,0,0 to
£12.0,0. Parsnips were in light supply early and sold at £15,0,0,
but as stocks increased rates fell to £11.0.0 per ton. Victorian
growers shipped 74 bags of parsnips to Sussex Strcet on 8th April
and sales were rcported at £18.0.0 per ton. At Alexandrilsa, arrivals
of locally-grown swedes totalled 232 bags. The quality varied very
considerably and clearances were ceffected by auction at prices
ranging from £4.10.0 to £13.5.0 per ton (and 5/- por bag). 1In
addition, 81 bags of carrots were received and delivories were taken
at £4,10,0 to £10,0,0 per ton.

Quiet domand for white chaff.

Receivals of white chaff at the Alexandria Railway Goods
Yard comprised 230 trucks of oaten and 39 of wheaten, a total of
269 trucks. The supply of oaten chaff was in excess of buyeors'
requirements and sales generally were slow in consequence. Any
choice linocs clearcd well but the offering consisted mainly of lots
other than choice. The major portlon of the selling was carried out
by private treaty at prices ranging from £4.0.0 to £6.0,0 per ton.
Three trucks of medium oaten chaff realised £4.10.0 to £5.0,0 per
ton at auction. Although wheaton chaff was in light supply, demand
Was limited and prices which were as high as £6.0,0 for choice at
the beginning of the month eased to £5.5.0 per ton at closing. The
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rangc of priccs for all grades during tho period under rcviow was
as follows:- By private troaty - Inforior, £3.15.0 to £4.0,0,
Modium, £4.5.0 to £4.15.0, Good, £5.0.0 to £5.5.0, Choicc and
oxtra cholcc, £5.10.0 to £6.0,0; By auction - Inforior, £3.5.0
per ton.

Good inquiry for lucerne chaff and hay.

The yarding of lucernc commodities at Alexandria was a
moderate one and comprisecd the following:- Luccernc choff - Local
71, Quecnsland 9: Lucerne hay - Local -~ Maitlend 16, other eontros
127, Quocnsland 23 trucks. A good demand provailed for all lines,
especlally at the beginning of the monthis In the chaff scetion,
the local offering clearcd at £5.0,0 to £10.0,0 bv private treaty
and £4.15.,0 to £7.0,0 per ton by suction: Qucensland chaff sold
woll at priccs ranging from £7.0.0 to £9.10.0 per ton. Hay pricos
were approximately thc same as thoso ruling during the previous
month. Quotations for Quecnsland hay variod according to quality,
values ranging from £8.10.0 to £9.0.0 for choice balcd lots, and
from £7.0.0 to £7,15,0 per ton for dorrick-pressed. Maitland dry
hay was quoted at £6.0,0 per ton, but most of the offcring was
consigned "sold to arrive” and no quotations were rocoived.
Producc from other centres was of very mixcd cquality and sales
were rccorded as follow:- By private trcaty - Derrlck-prosscd
£4.0,0 to £5.0,0, Baled £5.10,0 to £10.0.0; By auection - Dorrick-
pressced £8.0.0 to £6.15.0, Baled £5.8.4 to £8.11.8 per ton. No
Huntor River lucorne hay was received in Sussex Stroot during the

month.

Only 100 bales of Victorian special oaten hay were
received in Susscx Strecet throughout the month; clearancecs were
effected readily at £8.0.0 per ton. Tho largor part of the 57
trucks consigned to Alexandria from local districts was forwarded
dircct to a private firm and was not availablc for sale. Tho
balance, however, sold fairly well at £3.0,0 for derrick-prossed
énd at £4.0,0 to £5,10,0 per ton for baled lots.

Light supplics of Tasmanian straw.

Only limitcd quantitics of Tasmanian straw werc shipped
to Sussox Strect. This was due to restrictions placcd on shipping
Space and tho carriage of large quantities of potatocs and fruit
from that Statc. The total amount reoccivod was 345 bales, which
met a steady inquiry at prices ranging from £4.15.0 to £5.0,0 per
ton. At Alexandria, the 55 trucks railed from loecal sources
cleared satisfactorily at £3.0.0 to £4,0,0, with odd sales higher,

Heavier consignments of grain.

Recelvals of graln on the Sydney market werc hoavier
than during the previous month, with thc oxeeption of whoat which
Was in light supply. In order to conserve supplics of coal for
the maintenance of cssontial services, the Department of Rallways
decided, among othor things, not to accept wheocat for transport by
rail eoxcept in specially authoriscd cases. Up to the present time,
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wheat 1s the only grain so restrictcd. The yardings of grain -at
Alexandria compriscd thc following:- Whoat 11 trucks; Maize - Local
5,144 bags, Quecenslsnd 672 bags; Oats 88 trucks. In Sussex Strect,
4,543 bags of maizo were received from the Northern Rivers. A
steady inquiry was reportcd for maize, whilst a good demand
prevalled for wheat and oats. Yellow maizec at both sclling centres
cleared at 4/6 at the beginning of the month but firmod subsequently
to 4/9 per bushel. White malze, which was not so heavily supplied
as thc yellow varloty, sold well at 4/9 per bushcl. Portion of the
su gly of wheat sold by auction at prices ranging from 3/8 to
/gzd whilst sales by private treaty werc made at 4/- to 4/6 per
bushel. The quality of the oats was mixed and, as & consequence,
prices varicd. Disposals by auction werc coffeccted at 2/~ to 2/6

and by private treaty 2/2 to 2/8 por bushol, 4

RaEl L[]

====0000000====

THE RICE INDUSTRY - EGYPT.

The Australian Trade Commissionor in Egypt recently .
supplied the Director of Marketing with some intcresting information
relative to the Egyptian production and cxport of rice.

Rice 1s grown in the salty zonc of the Dolta and in the
low-1lying district of Fayoum the first crops arc usually planted
to assist in the reclaiming of the land by the repeated floodings.
The arca available for ricec crops 1is dependent on the volume of
Summer water available cach vear. The Egyptian Government has
glven considerable attontion to tho general improvement of water
conservation and supply, and this will probably result in an
extension of the rice area. Special Investigations are also being
carried out with a view to the improvement of the rice crop and
its further oxploitation.

The harvesting of rico, generally completed by the end of
October, results in increased exports in October and November and
réaches the peak in December. Several mills exist in Egypt for the
Production of rice flour which, iIn times of shortage of wheat, is
mixed with wheaton flour. The mixing of rice flour is sald to be
Succossful only in cold weather, l1.,0., from November to March, and
his corresponds with the poriod of wheat shortage.

In 1938, the area under rice in Egypt was 494,560 acres
from which 1,598,759,516 1b. ricc wore harvested. Exports of ricc
for the Year 1938 totalled 144,202,218 1b. Roumania, The Nether-
lands, Greecco, Belgium, Syria and France have boon the outstanding
Purchasers of Egyptian rice.

-===0000000~=~=~
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WHOLESALE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES IN
SYDNEY (N.S.W.) DURING APRIL, 1940, AND
CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 31st AUGUST, 1939.

The following table gives particulars of the range of
prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State Marketing
Bureau in respect of various commodities for the periods indicated:-

Commodi ty April, 1940 31st August, 1939
From EE
Wheat - :
Bulk per bushel 3/9§d 4f - 2/4d
Bagged It " 4/0%d 4/34 2/5d
Flour - " ton £10.4.7 £10.14,7 £6.12.3
(plus (plus (plus
£2.5.5 £l.l5.5 £6I2.g
tax) tax) tax)
Bren - £5,10,.0 per ton ) £4.5.0
Bicrd - £5.10.0 " % ) unchenged. £4.5.0
Eggs (hen) per dozen 1/94 1/10d 1/-
Butter -
Choice 161/2d4 per cwt.) 161/24d
First Quality 156/6d4 " " ) unchanged. 156/64
Second " 151/10a * # 3 151/104
Cheese - e
Loaf 11d per 1b.)
ferge lO%d a 0’y unchanged. IO%d
Special brands l/;_ 1/2a 1/24
29th August, 193¢
From Tc
Fi%s (Avattoir Sales) - At et s
rime extra light er hea per nea
porkers ze/g 39/6 - 31/6 40/¢
" 1ight porkers 33/6 43/6 39/6 44/6
" med.wgt. " 38/6 51/6 43/6 51/6
"  heavy n 48/6 55/6 50/6 54/6
- " baconers 62/6 86/6 80/6 75/6
. Backfatters £5.0.0 £9.0.0 £4.5.0 £8,10.0

Note: The pig sales nearest to 3lst August, 1939,
were those held on 29th August,1939.
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RETURN OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IMPORTED INTO NEW SOUTH WALES

ol B

BY LAND AND SEA - MARCH, 1940,
FREBIT.
Pineapples | Bananas 0ther Toma toe s TeTons 7
STATE tropical tropical fruit half=bushel TOTAL
Cases_ cases cases cases | crates packages
X
Queensland 32 ,46%7 7,786 28,225 176,893 34 245,405
Victoria - 55 26,109 75,014 - 101,178
Tasmania - - 140,879 1,856 - 142,715
Sthe.Australia - - 9,599 - 9,399
. WestsAustralisl - M S y 2 L SO - 1
TOTELS 02, 467 P ffg_elé i 20317‘ . o4 498,697
X Also 6 bunches bananas,
VEGETABTLE S,
Potatoes | Onions | Swedes|  Pumpkins | Cucs.& “0ther Vegs.
STATE : Chillies TOTALS
Bags Bags Bags Bags Tons | Cases Pkgse Tons| Pkgs, Tons
Queensland 195 26 - 10,012 413% 703 | 14,644 = | 25,580 13-%
Victoria 12,434 55,557 - - - 1 4,273 76% 52,265 | 76%
Tasmania [115,775 - 6,747 - - - 5,620, = |128,142 | =
StheAust,. 1,420 1,432 - - - - 6,982 = 9,834 | =
West.AuBt. - - - - - - - - - -
TOTALS 129,824 37,015 6,747 10,012{ 4133 704 | 31,519 76%|215,821 | 490
-— i




STATE MARKETING BUREAU~DEPT OF AGRICULTURE N.S.W.
5.40-1 AZRS

SHEEF (Good Trade Wether) fiss

AVERAGE °‘SPREAD’ BETWEEN THE RETURN TO THE PRODUCER
AND THE PRICE PAID BY THE CONSUMER.

JANUARY, 1940
0335
] £sd Per Head
Total payment by Consumer for cetail } [<2-5,
cuts plus suet,teimmings § bones \
| 8: Retail Butcher: t
Total relisation by Wholesale Butcher ( Netarl Butchers expenses & profits
(including value of carcase sold toretailor 18-3 \
for 14/4 Yvalueof skin and edible of fal
7 > Wholesale Butchers expenses & profits
(ast toWhalesale Butcher for live animal 14-10 X e JJ, |
(ost to Retail B » | 14-4 y R ) s. d.
il Butcher. carcasa only m Gragier's Marketing costs i~
_ ” il J veight (2175 miles) .. . . . .2 -3
& Net raglisation by Grazjer 12-0 . g:dl‘jﬁﬂ“mm“q "g‘&f#&; g lﬁ
Yord dues (M.1.C.charges) . .. 1 |
Agents commission . . .. .. 4k
70
|
==leees Ty Net reatisation by Grazier |
NOTE .. For proportionate weights :
of retail joints, k. to carcase,recourse '
was had to chart issued by
MﬂStQP Butd‘nt‘s ASSOCthiO". — f Gl‘ﬁ;l@.f's costs ¢ pPPdUCtion
should be deducted from this return.
RASIS OF GRAPH :- Wether 46 (b. dressed -
weight, sold on the hoof at 14/10. !
Cmpiied, J 4, A AWATSON, |
Drawn. JAK. ]ﬁ.z?a DIRECTOR OF MARKETING, :
o Checked CHP) |5t Febeuary 1940, Hg
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ek STOCK YARDED - HOMEBUSH 1939

CATITLE sHeEwnN THUS .~ : SHEEP .sHewnN THus /Z
s JANUARY |FEBRUARY | MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JuLY AUGUST | SEPTEMBER | OCTOBER | NOVEMBER | DECEMBER
| SHEEP | | |
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Y
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NOTES:- g Week in which only one sale held due to the intervention of & Public Holiday.
_ x Operations at Homebush saleyard's temporarily suspended owing to lndustrial trouble
Compiled - GLC 2440 at the Homebush Abattoirs .
Compilation Checked-JH. 2.4 40 '
Graph Drawn:-  EHS 3.4.40 A.A. WATSON
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING. 22.4.40.

Graph Checked-  GJ. 184.40



