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 - MONTHLY LLRKETINC REVIEW 

A miscellany of matters relating to the marketing 
of primary products, at home and abroad. 

Released during the second week of each month0.. 
Issued by authority of the Minister for Agriculture 

and prepared under the direction of the Director of Marketing 
in the State Marketing Bureau, Department of Agriculture, 

New South VIales, Australia, 

HIGHLIGHTS 

The Minister for Commerce announces that the United 
Kingdom will purchase 24,500 tons of the forthcoming 
Australian dried vine fruits crop, the respective 
quantities being 8,000 tons of currants, 15,000 tons of 
sultanas, and 1,500 tons of lexias 

Packing of Australian Salmon taken in Now South 'labs 
waters 'progresses apace' In 1939 approximately 2,000,000 
tins (mostly 1 lb..) were calmed at Narooma, N.S.. This 
year's estimated pack, 10,000,000 tins,, 

British Food Ministry has agreed to purchase 500,000 tons 
raw sugar from 1940/41 Queensland crop, to be allocated 
as follows.- 300,000 tons to United iingdom, 120,000 tons 
to Canada and remainder to New Zealand.. 

Commonwealth Government decides to pay an additional 
advance of 1/- per bushel on apples and pears delivered 
to the Apple and Pear Board's agents, making total 
advances on such fruit 3/- for apples and 4/ for pears. 

Reports state that Australian Moat Board has arranged for 
the supply to the British Government of 180,000 to 
200,000 cases of 12 oz.. tins (a 	xui tOti Of 9,600,000 
tins, or 3,214 tons) of corned beef and 200,000 cases of 
6 lb. tins (representing 10 200,000 tins or 3,214 tons) 

United States vioolgrowers decide to impose a voluntary levy 
on wool to promote sales in America. It is said that the 
levy will yield £20,000 sterling a year. Growers in 
Australia, South Africa and Nov; Zealand have co-operated 
In publicity and research through the International Wool 
Secretariat since 1st July, 19370 



MARKETING rL 	to:; AND SCdEES, 

PROVINCE  OF ONTARIO, 

CANADA. 

In the March, 1938, issue of the "Monthly Marketing 
Review mention was made of thc Ontario Farm Products Control Act 
and of marketing schemes in operation or proposed thereunder. 
Since then Mr. G.F. Perkin, Secretary, Ontario Farm Products 
Control Board, Toronto, has courteously supplied the Director of 
Marketing with complete particulars of marketing legislation in 
that Province and informedhim of developments up to 1st December, 
1939. The following is an outline of the principal features of 
the Ontario Act and schemes: - 

Ontario Farm Products Control Act; 

This Act, passed in 10371  was amended in 1938 in 
order to clarify certain clauses without taking in any now lines 
of policy. The administrative head is the Minister for Agriculture. 

Provision is made for the establishment of a 
corporate body known as The Farm Products Control Board, consisting 
of three members, appointed by and holding office during the 
pleasure of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council. Costs of 
administration are to be paid out of moneys appropriated by the 
Legislature. 

Authority of The Farm Products Control Board: 

It is of interest to note that this Board has 
authority to: - 

(a) Adjust or otherwise settle any dispute between producers, 
processors, distributors or transporters of farm products 
or between any two of such classes of persons. 

(b) Investigate the cost of producing, processing, distribut. 
ing and transporting any farm product, prices, price-
spreads, trade practices, methods of financing, management, 
grading, policies and other matters relating to the market-
ing of farm products. 

(c) Do such acts and make such orders and directions as are 
necessary to enforce the due observance and carrying out 
of the provisions of the Act, the regulations and any 
scheme or plan declared to be in force under the Act. 

(d) Establish local Boards for the purpose of carrying out any 
schema or plan declared to be in force under tho Act. 

(e) Establish price negotiating agencies in connection with ar 
scheme and adopt or determine fair or minimum prices for 
any regulated product. 

(f) Grant exemptions from any scheme, order or direction of 
/the..... 



- 
the Board. 

(g) Require persons engaged in the producing or marketing of 
a regulated product to register, and to furnish 
information regarding such products. 

(h) Require any person engaged in the marketing of a 
regulated product to furnish security or proof of 
financial responsibility. 

Power of Board to make regulations: 

Under Section 4 (1) of the Act, the 3oard is 
empowered, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council, to make regulations for various specified purposes. Sub-
Section (a), which roads:- "Regulating and controlling the market-
trig of farm products, including the agency through which such 
products may be marketed, within Ontario", is of special importance 
and the limitation "within Ontario!? should be noted, as indicative 
of the necessity for Povincial Marketing Legislation being 
restricted to control within the Province. 

Establishment of Marke tins Schemes or Plans: 

The Act provides that any group of persons engaged 
in the marketing of any farm product may present a petition to 
the Board asking that a scheme or plan be adopted, and the Board 
may, if of the opinion that such group of persons IS fairly 
representative of the persons °ngaged in the phase of marketing 
represented by such group, recommend the adoption of such scheme 
or plan to the Minister 

The Lieutenant-Governor in Council, upon the 
recommendation of the Minister, may approve any such schema or 
plan or any part thereof with such variations or alterations as 
may be deemed necessary, and may by Order-in-Council declare such 
scheme or plan to be in force In Ontario or in any part thereof. 

To finance a declared scheme or plan the Board may 
impose direct charges or tolls In respect of the marketing of the 
Whole or any part of the farm product concerned, payable by such 
Persons engaged In the production or marketing of the product as 
the Board may determine. 

Llarketina__Schemes In operation.-  

At let December, 1939, the under-mentioned marketing 
Schemes were operating under the provisions of the Ontario Farm 
Products Control Act:- 

Scheme. 	 Date put into operation. 

The Cheese Producers' Marketing Scheme 	1st June, 1937, 
(Amended 30th June, 1938) 

The Ontario Peach Growers' Marketing 	15th July, 1937. 
for Processing Scheme 	 (Amended 13th July, 1938) 

___ 	 /The.... 
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Scheme 

The Ontario Asparagus Growers' Marketing 
for Processing Schomo. 

The Ontario Pear, Plum and Cherry 
Growers' Marketing for Processing 
Scheme 

The Erie-St. Clair Onion Growers' 
Marketing Scheme. 

Date m.t into operation 

26th March, 1938 

16th June, 1938. 

8th September, 1939. 

The Cheese Marketing Scheme requires, subject to certain 
exemptions, the original sale of all cheddar cheese in Ontario to 
be made on local choose boards under uniform rules and regulations. 
Tho Peach, Asparagus, and Pear, Plum and Cherry Schomos, as their 
titles indicate, are collective bargaining arrangements covering the 
spocifiod products produced in Ontario and sold to processors. 

The Erie-St. Clair Onion Growers' Marketing Scheme covers 
the chief varieties of yellow cooking onions and applies to the 
Counties of Essex and Kent, whore approximately 757o of tho Ontario 
onion crop is produced. The scheme provides for the central sale of 
onions through only designated dealers and for the fixation of 
minimum prices from time to time at the point of first sale. Also, 
It is stipulated that a poll of growers, to determine whether the 
scheme shall continue or terminate, shall be taken bofore 20th May, 
1940 0  

homos proposed but not put into operation. 

Orders-in-Council wore issued in regard to two other 
Schemes, viz.:-  

15th July, 1937 	- The Holland Marsh Vogetablo Growers' 
Marketing Scheme, and 

do. 	 - The South Essex Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers' Marketing Scheme, 

Duo to various factors, some of which wore not directly 
Com-ioctcd with the schemes or their aims and objects, those were 
SUbsequently rescinded without having functioned, 

Tobacco  Markotinchemos. 

Tobacco is an important crop of the province of Ontario)  
the average production of fluO-cured tobacco boing approximately 
70 million pounds annually and for burley tobacco 10 million pounds 
8 1flUa1l7. Marketing Schemes, one for flue-cured and one for burloy 
tobacco, wore originally approvod under the Natural Products Act 
Of the Dominion of Canada in 1934, but had only operated for one 
JOar when that Act was disallowed by the Privy Council. Since 1935, 
theso schemes have operated on a voluntary basis Mr. Porkin stated 

/that 



that the success of the voluntary arrangment h been due to the 
limited number of buyers in the field (not more than six), who 
have agreed to buy only from members of either the Flue-cured or 
Burley Tobacco Growers' Marketing Associations. Membership in 
th&se Associations is open to all growers subject to certain 
conditions. 

Milk Control Act. 

Mr. Perkin intimated that the regulation of milk 
marketing by statute preceded any other form of agricultural 
marketing control in Ontario. Under The Milk Control Act, passed 
in 1934, and amended in 1935, the Ontario Milk Control Board 
administers fluid milk marketing in upwards of fifty municipal 
centres and also the marketing of milk to condonsories, powdered 
milk plants, etc. 

A further development in 1938 was the enactment by the 
Ontario Legislature of a statute requiring that, after 1st October, 
1938, all whole milk and cream in the Province must be pasteurisod 
before being offered for sale, 

----000O000---- 

FRUIT PURCHASED BY NEW SOUTH WALES TAILWAYS, 1939. 

The following scheduic shows the quantities and values 
of the different kinds of fruit bought by the New South Wales 
Railvray Department during the year 1939. 

Cases 
	

Value 

50,259 

Apples 14,385 
Apricots 268 
Bananas 3,707 
Cherries 1,433 
Grapes 3 2 015 
Grape fruit 194 
Lemons 670 
Mandarins 934 
Oranges, Valencia 4,754 U 	, Navel 15,291 
Pas sionfrujt 212 
Peaches 11146 
Pears 1,009 
Pines 661 
Plums 898 
Nectarines 329 
Various -- 453 

Almonds and Raisins 
Large packets 10,008 
Small packets 10,184 

Prune Swoots, cartons 15,889 

Total Value:  

£6,799 
87 

3,629 
470 
973 
249 
359 
386 

2,710 
6,967 

104 
448 
988 
336 
251 
144 
250 

£25,159 

£188 
85 

478 
751 

£25, 910 
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PHYSICAL FEATURES, PRODUCTION AND GENEPAL DESCRIPTION OF THE 
CENTRAL TABLELAND STATISTICAL DIVISION NO. 6, W SOUTH WALES. 

(CONCLUDED) 

In continuation of the articles published in the February 
and March, 1940, issues, dealing with the Central Tableland 
Statistical Division, consideration is now given to mining activities, 
to transport facilities and to the average annual production. 

Goldmining. 

Reference has already been made in this survey to the 
discovery of payable gold by Edward Hargreaves near Orange in 1851, 
and to its important bearing on the history of Australia generally 
and of the Central Tableland In particular. Up to 1874, gold 
accounted for £30,536,247 of the New South 'lales total mineral 
production of £39,220,473, and In that year £1,041,614 worth was 
won. Production declined generally until 1888, but from 1889 an 
upward tendency was apparent until 1894 and output was then 
maintained at a fairly steady level for a number of years. From 
1907 the yield declined persistently, reaching a record low level 
In 1929, 

Assistance to the industry in various forms, coupled with 
the high price of the metal on the London market, has stimulated 
production to a certain extent of recent years, so that the output 
for New South Wales has Increased from 7,496 ozs. fine In 1929 to 
88, 708 ozs. fine in 1938. 

The Central Tableland still plays a prominent part In 
this State's gold-mining activities, being surpassed only by the 
Western Division, and the value of the gold obtained therefrom was 
shown in the Mining Department's Annual Report for 1938 as- 

Bathurst Mining District 	£16 0 417 
Mudgee 	it H 	 - 131,350 
Tambaroora and Turon It  s - 	16,077 

£163, 844 

It was at Hill End, near 
Holternian nugget weighing 630 lbs. 
end of 1927 the total value of gold 
Division was given as £2,610,755. 

Tambaroora, that the famous 
was taken in 1872, and up to the 
won from the Hill End Mining 

Coal and Iron. 

What is known as the Western Coalfiold of New South Wales 
Oxtends In a north-westerly direction from Wentworth Falls (on the 
Blue Mountains) to Lue (near Mudgoe) and Taibragar (in the Dubbo 
district), and thus the bulk of it lies within the Central Tableland 

/division .4,. 
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division. The working eolleries, about 30 in nui'er, are situated 
in proximity to the Sydney-Mudgee railway line, and mainly in the 
Lithgow and Kandos region. Western coal has been described as 
essentially a steam coal, containing a somewhat higher percentage 
of ash than the product of the Northern and Southern Coalfields, 
Figures published by the Department or Mines show that in 1938 the 
quantity of coal won in the Western District was 1,445,309 tons, 
valued at £697,515, bringing this section's total production from 
the inception of mining operations to over 49 million tons. 

This division played an important part in the establish-
ment of the iron and steel industry in New South Wales, Ironworks 
were commenced in 1874 at EskbanJ 	near Lithgow, but were discon- 
tinued after a few years. The works wore revived in 1385 and in 
1900 a steel furnace was erected, where the first steel manufactured 
in Australia was made. With a change in ownership in 1908, the 
output of finished iron, pig-iron and steel from Now South Wales 
ores expanded considerably. The ironworks initially operated on ore 
from the Lithgow, Newbridgo and }3layney localities, but subsequently 
the principal sources of supply were the Cadia, Carcoar and Tallawang 
deposits. In 1913 the establishment of large steel works at New-
castle (Huntor-Manning Division) was commenced, and in 1928 a move 
was made to start iron and stool foundries at Port Kembla (South 
Coast division); those have resulted in Lithgow losing its pre-
eminence in the industry. In addition, the relatively high cost of 
winning and marketing local iron ore has led to the importation of 
ore supplies from other States, particularly South Australia, so 
that mining of the New South Walos deposits has boon suspended. 

Extensive Oil-Shale fields. 

Most of the Oil-Shale deposits of New South Wales, which 
have been described generally as the richest in the world, occur in 
the Western Coalfields, some of the more notable being at Hartley 
Vale (said to be unrivalled in thickness of scam, richness and 
Production combined), Katooinba, Capertoc, Newnos, Glonowlan and 
Barigan. Recovery of crude oil from shale from Hartley Vale was 
first recorded in 1866 and deposits there and in various other 
localities in the Central Tabloland were worked intermittently to 
a limited extent from then until the early twenties of the present 
Century, when production practically ceased. In 1937 negotiations 
for the working of the Nownes-Capertoc field were finalisod, and 
an agreement signed between the Commonwealth and State Governments 
and the National Oil Proprietary Ltd., whereby loan money, 
Concessions and other privileges were granted the company to 
facilitate the establishment of the oil extraction industry on an 
extensive scale, Since then considorablo preparatory work has been 
carried out. 

Large Portland Cement works. 

Owing to the fact that unlimited quantities of suitable 
Clay,shalo, slate and claystone are available and are situated 

/convenient 



convenient to large limestone deposits, the manufacture of Portland 
cement is an important industry in New South 'dales, the production 
in 1938 amounting to 460,727 tons valued at £1,515,744. A big 
proportion of this output comes from works at Portland, Kandos and 
Charbon, situated in the Central Tableland. 

Capertee and Mudgee are notable contributors to the lime 
manufactured in New South 'dales, while the whole of this State's 
output of dolomite in 1938 (25,329 tons valued at £32,715) was 
obtained from the Buckaroo and Mt. Knowles districts, near Mudgee. 

Other minerals, clays)  building materials, etc. 

The foregoing cover the major mining activities of the 
Central Tableland but deposits of many other minerals, etc., such 
as copper, silver, lead, zinc, molybdenum, felspar, diamonds, 
phosphates, barytes, asbestos, cinnabar, manganese and diatomite, 
have been proved, some of which are being worked at present. 
Building stones, road materials, clays and limestones occur at 
various centres, a number of quarries and claypits being in 
operation; of those, mention may be made of marble, red granite, 
trachyte, sandstone, fireclays, brick clays, etc., white clays, 
ceramic clays, quartzite and red quartz. 

The Annual Report of the Mines Department for 1938 
includes the following notable examples of tho production of the 
subject division:- 

Barytos: Of the State's production of 317 tons, 236 tons 
were recovered in the Mudgoc district, 26 tons wore obtained at 
Rockley and 40 tons were mined at Trunkoy. 

White Clays: Gulgong accounted for 14,540 tons and 
Mudgee f or 3l tons of the total production of 16,161 tons. 

Marble: The output of 515 tons was obtained from 5 
mining divisions, four of which (Orange, Mudgoo, Rockloy and 
Ryistono) are in the Central Tableland. 

Clay-Shale: 	Of the four mining divisions supplying the 
84,099 to 	of clay-shale, two (Capertoc and Rylstono) are in trio 
Central Tableland. 

Limestone: Mudgoc and Rockloy were two of the three 
mining div1siónssupplying limestone, amounting to 2,670 tons, 
mainly for terrazzo work. 

g4I Facilities. 

The Central Tableland has comparatively good railway 
facilitios. The main western line from Sydney to Bourke runs 
Practically through the centre of the division, passing through 
Katoornba, Lithgovi, Wallorawang, Blaynoy, Orange and Wollington. 
A branch line from Wallorawang traverses the Vlostern Coalfield to 
Mudgoo and Gulgong on route to Gwabogar (in the North Western Slope). 

/From a • . . . a 



From Tarana, on the western ilne, a short branch goes south to 
Oboron. The Blaynoy-Hardon railway, connecting the western and 
southern systems, servos the south-western section of the division, 
whilc an oxtonsion from Cowra to Canowindra and thence to Eugowra 
(in tho Central iestern Slope) caters for an important agricultural 
area. The projected strategic link between the western and northern 
systems, which will run. from Maryvalo to Sandy Hollow and pass 
through Gulgong, will be of groat value to the northern portion of 
the Central Tableland. The Morriwa district, in the north-east 
corner of the subject division, is connected to the northern line 
by a branch therefrom at Muswellbrook, while in the far north-west 
an off-shoot from the 1 Tallerawang-Gwabogar line at Oraboon runs to 
Coolah. In the extreme south, Crookwoll is provided with rail 
facilities by a branch off the southern line at Goulburn. The 
Kurrajong district, near the central eastern border, is linked to 
the western line by the Blacktown-Kurrajong branchf 

ghways and Roads. 

Of chief importance to the road vehicular traffic Is the 
Great Western Highway which runs from Sydney via the Blue Mountains 
and Lithgow to Bathurst, there branching into the North-Western 
and Mid-Ncstorn Highways. The North"fostorn goes through Orange and 
Wellington and thence north-westward via Bourke on to Barringun on 
the Queensland border; the Mid-Western proceeds in a south-westerly 
direction through Cowra to join the Sturt Highway at Hay (in the 
Rivorina division).  

Those highways, of which about 250 miles lie within the 
Central Tableland, are maintained by the Main Roads Board of New 
South Wales, and have excellent concrete or bitumen surfaces. 
Approximately 900 miles of other Important roads, as well as a 
large network of minor cross-country connections, are cared for by 
the various local government authorities throughout the division. 

Schedules of Production and Livestock. 

The following schedules compiled from figures published 
in the New South Wales Statistical Register give the average annual 
quantities of the principal primary products produced and the average 
annual number of livestock in the Central Tableland Division for the 
five-year period ended 30th June, l933- 

Central Tableland Statistical Division No. 6 
Average nü1 Production 1ve Years ended 30.6.1938. 

VIed 
Dairy Products - 

Butter 
Bacon and Hams 

Wheat Grain 
Hay 

Maize 	 4660 

Barley - Grain 	4000 

41,790,589 lb 

2,577,224 " 
119,575 

3,033,623 bushels 
25,767 tons 

105,313 bushels 
12,569 ' 

/Oats 
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Table 
Beans 

• . .5 

• S 

Fruit 
(value) 

Sill 

and Melons 

1•5• 

227,905 bushels. 
51,054 tons 
40,678 " 

224,677 bushels 
14,359 It 

105,566 It 

367,675 
141,974 U 

25,492 I' 
51,384 11 

72,597 
13,170 gallons 

555 tons 
Z541 061 
19,903 tons 
67,558 half-cases 
2,111 tons 

1,473,397 lb. 
17,918 lb. 

Oats - Grain 
Hay 

Lucerne Hay 
Oranges 
Lemons 
Mandarins 
Apples 
Pears 
Peaches 
Plums 
Cherries 
Grapes - Wine 

Peas and 
Potatoes 
Tomatoes 
Pumpkins 
Honey 
Beeswax 

Applying the 1938 annual average wholesale prices in 
Sydney to the foregoing products, a suggested estimate of their 
approximate value is £4,479,000. However, in order to obtain a 
total figure of all primary production, to this sum should be 
added the value of coal and minerals, etc., won, which for the 
five-year period ended 31st December, 1938, averaged £740,000 per 
annum. In addition, it is of interest to note that, over the five 
years ended 30th June, 1938, the average annual value of the goods 
manufactured or work done by factories in this division was 
£2, 189, 000. 

Average Annual Number of Livestock in Central Tableland 
Statistical Division No. 6- Five Years ended 30.6.1938, 

Head 

Horses 	 ...• 	 44,659 
Cattle - Cows in registered 

	

dairies 	 25,656 

	

do. - All other 	 159,934 
Sheep 	 •0II 	 5,250,074 
Pigs 	 .... 	 13,917 

C.P. & C.K. 
----oocOooc--- - 

In the February, 1940, issue of "Agricultural and 
Industrial Progress in Canada" it is stated that production of 
factory cheese for the year 1938 amounted to 121,315,000 lb., 
while for the same period in 1939 the output of cheese factories 
was 120,976,000 lb. 	The Canadian production of factory cheese 
has declined considerably since 1900, when it totalled 220,833,000 
lb. 

----0000000---- 



LIVESTOCK SALES XT HOL'!EBUSH, SYDNEY. 

ACTIVE DEUAND FOR SI1EEP CATTLE AND FIGS 

Further shortage of shoop and lambs. 

There was a continued shortage of sheep and lambs at 
the Homobush Saloyards during March, the intorvontion of the Easter 
holidays tending matorially to reduce the numbers marketed, as the 
actual soiling days wore only seven compared with nine in Fcbruar. 
The period reviewed saw a total of 191,946 head of sheep and 
lambs pass through the saloyards as against 213,525 for the 
preceding month. The figure for March, 1039, was 198,831. Dry 
conditions prevailed for the most part although in sonic centres 
beneficial rains wore received, so that the movement of stock to 
market was somowhat below normal. Furthor, only ro].ativoly small 
supplies of lamb were offered, the aggregate being 75,581 head. 

Shortaoofquality mutton. 

In all, 116,365 head of wothors and ov:os were disposed 
of, quito a large proportion being of fair to medium grade. Light 
weight trade sheep of quality dressing from 36 to 42 lb. of mutton 
wore particularly scarce but there was a bettor representation of 
heavy weight sheep, some vci1y nice consignments boing forward. 
Ewes woro somewhat more numerous than was the case during February. 

provod ca_4stons for sheep. 

There was a furthor improvement in rates for grown sheep 
and, while at times the market was irregular, average roalisations 
woro bettor than those of the previous month. Briefly, the values 
of light trade sheep wore firm for the greater part of the period 
but rose from i/- to 2/- per head towards the end of March. Prices 
of heavy sheep, particularly vxcthors, showed considerable 
irroglarity, but, in common with light descriptions, wore highor 
at the close. 

Somo of the actual sales are listed below as representative 
of the market trend throughout:- 

Heavy wothcrs weighing approximately 50 lb. sold early in March 
at 20/3 per head or 3d par lb. 

Goad trade wothors, djsosed of on tho same day, weighing 44 lb., 
realised 17/5 ouch or 39 per lb. 

About mid-March, 44 lb. wothers brought 18/5 per head or 3d per lb. 

Later, a line of goQd heavy vlethors weighing 52 lb. made 10/10 each 
or 3d per lb., and 

Liht trade viothers dressing approximately 40 lb. of mutton realised 
16/6 each or 4d per lb. 

/Roalisations 
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Realisations generally were satisfactory from the 
producer's viewpoint, wethers ranging in price from 16/- to 25/-
each, while in some instances up to 27/- was obtained. Ewes sold at 
from 11/- to 19/- per head, with odd pens making as much as 21/-. 
Medium to plain sheep were obtainable at relatively lower rates. 

Owing to the enhanced values of sheep, rates per pound 
for mutton also were high and would avorae out approximately *d 
to d more than those of February. Heavy wethers ranged in price 
from 2-ad  to 3d and light from 3d to 4d per lb. Perhaps the 
greatest volume of sales was at 3d to 3d for heavy and 3!d  to 4d 
per lb. for light. Ewes, for the most part, cost 2d to 3d for 
heavy and 3d to 3d per lb. for light. Comparative prices for the 
previous month were as follow:- Heavy wethers 21d  to 3d, light 
wethers 3d to 4d. Heavy ewes 2*d to 3d and light ewes 2d to 31d 
per lb. 

Light supplies of lambs. 

Consignments of lambs to the Homebush Saloyards continued 
to be light, the largest yarding on any one day being 15,526 head 
and the smallest 5,002, while the total penning for the month was 
75,581 head. The shortage of really good quality lambs was oven 
more pronounced than during February and many of those offered were 
only of medium quality, lacking the condition and finish so much 
desired by the trade. Nevertheless, on a number of occasions, 
drafts of lambs were offered which were of nice appearance and in 
good condition. Light weight descriptions comprised by far the 
greater part of the ponnings. 

Strong market for lambs. 

The light yardings of quality lambs and the active 
interest displayed by the carcase butchers resulted generally in 
better realisations for the medium lambs and a very strong demand 
for the better grade. Although the market was irregular and prices 
varied, towards mid-March, showing a slight downward trend, this 
Was mainly due to a falling away in the quality of the pbnnings. 
Later in the period there was a rise of from 1/- to 3/i. per head 
on lambs, and it could be said that, quality for quality, the market 
for March on an average was dearer per pound than in February. An 
instance of this is that lamb which cost 7 -d per lb. during the 
Previous month could not be obtained for loss than 8d per lb. in 
March. Some of the r€;alisatioris are given below and will serve to 
illustrate the trend in prices. 

Early in March nice quality lambs weighing approximately 32 lb. 
brought 23/6 each and cost 7'd per lb., hi10 on the stnie day heavy 
lambs weighing 42 lb, sold at 26/1 per head or 6'd per lb. About 
mid-March, medium quality lambs weighing 35 lb. cost 6d per lb. 
Shortly afterwards, at the sale preceding the Easter Holidays, nice 
quality lambs, approximating 34 lb. in weight, made the equivalent 
Of 8d per lb. 
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For the month, avorago realisations,  for better quality 
lambs ranged from 20/- to 26/- per head, while on occasions sales 
wore made to 29/-; plain descriptions brought relatively lower 
rates 

Good roturns for medium lambs'. 

The shortage of quality lambs benefited the medium grades 
in that carcase butchers, in order to satisfy their requirements, 
hid much more freely for this class. Although the bettor description 
of lamb showed little approciablo increase in price generally from 
that of the previous month, the other grades, as the result of a 
stronger inruiry, manifested an all-round improvement, particularly 
towards the end of March. The average advance spread over the 
period ranged from d to d per lb., according to the weight and 
qualit; of the offering. During the month heavy lambs realised 
from 5d to 7  per lb. and light 6d to 8d per lb. The market 
closod particularly strong, quotations being:- Heavy Lambs 6d to 
7d and light 71d  to Sd per lb. as against 6*d to 7d and 7d to 7 d

Is 

per lb., respectively, at the first sale hold in March. 

High prices for both mutton and lamb are expected to 
continue as there is no present indication of heavier supplies 
coming forward. Should relief be afforded country centres by good 
falls of rain, oven highor values may be obtained at the Homobush 
Saloyards. 

Qually cattle difficult to secure. 

Consignments of cattle during March, 1940, were remarkably 
uniform insofar as numbers were concerned. The aggregate of 16,150 
head, which included 2,428 in the store section, was smaller than 
that of February but the daily average was a little higher, there 
being nine sale days in February compared with seven in the month 
under review. In March, 1939, arrivals totalled 19,268 head but 
in that instance there were more sale days. Despite the higher daily 
offerings, buyers generally found it just as difficult as in 
February to secure quality beef, the high percentage of medium 
grade cattle giving a fairly clear indication of the unsatisfactory 
position in the pastoral districts of New South 1a1es, The Easter 
market, however, was marked by a much improved offering, and the 
onhanced returns obtained demonstrated the wisdom of encloavouring 
to hold quality stock for a special occasion. 

Seasonal conditions during March continued to be adverse 
Over the greater portion of the State; a number of centres in the 
north-eastern quarter, however, received very beneficial rains 
about the middle of the month. Dry feed is still available in ample 
quantities in parts of the south-western districts but olsowhoro 
Pastures mostly are very unsatisfactory. 

Bullocks in light upp1y. 

Except on one or two occasions the offerings of bullocks 
could hardly be described as satisfactory, heavy descriptions being 
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very scarce, whilst only odd lots of prime boat wore noticed. 
During the first half of the period the market as  very firm and 
values showed no material alteration from those prevailin at the 
end of February, when prime heavy bullocks realised to 38/- per 
100 lb. drossod weight and primo light to 41/6. Subsequently a 
more buoyant tone was apparent and closin quotations were 36/_ 
to 40/-. per 100 lb. for hoavy, 38/-. to 41/6 far medium and 40/-. 
to 43/6 for light A typical disposal on the final sale day was 
that of a pen of prime Durham-Devon cross bullocks from Gloucester, 
estimated to weigh approximately 775lb. dressed, which sold at 
£15.19.0 per head, equivalent to 41/-. par 100 lb. 

Good showing of steers. 

Steers, perhaps, made the best showing of any class of 
cattle, generally being well supplied and, for the most part, 
ranging from good trade to prima. They were always in keen demand, 
especially the lighter woight descriptions, the prices of which 
remained at a high level. During most of the month prime light 
steers realised 45/- to 46/- par 100 lb dressed weight, whilst 
closing values reachod 47/5. Good heavy descriptions at this period 
sold from 39/6 per 100 lb. 

Cows plentiful - plain to medium grades predominate. 

While cows wore rather plentiful, the majority was only 
of plain to medium standard, and dairy broods frequently comprised 
a substantial proportion of the offerings. Nevortholoss, at times, 
quite a noticeable porcontago of the supply was of very satisfactory 
grado. Quality animals met a good demand and, although prices 
fluctuated a little, values goncrall-Tr were about equal to those of 
the previous month. The market was best on the final sale day, 
when good to prime heavy cows were quoted at 34/- to 36/6 and 
light at 35/-. to 38/- per 100 lb. 

Satisfactory yarding of heifers. 

A very fair yarding of heifers was noticeable throughout 
and on several occasions the offering itc1udod a substantial 
proportion of heavy animais. Small medium grade sorts were seen 
frequently, but on the whola the standard laa6 very satisfactory. 
Although mostly the demand was keen for the greater part of March 
values wore slightly below the closing rates for February and 
ranged from 34/-. to 43/- per 100 lb. for good to prime quality. 
By the end of the month, however, the market had more than recovered 
and corresponding quotations wore from 37/- to 45/6 per 100 The The 
wide range of prices for this class is duo to the fact that some of 
the animals exceed 700  lb. dressed weight, a. size not so much in 
demand as the lighter sorts. 

Limited supplies of vealors. 

Supplies of voalors mostly were limited but on one or 
two occasions consignments reached moderate proportions. The 
offerings were variable, both as to quality and size of the animals, 
and for the most part consisted of fair to good trade descriptions, 
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with attractive drafts scattered throughout the yards. On the first 
sale day of the period good to prime vealors were quoted at 47/- . to 
52/- per 100 lb. Values subsequently showed a progressive decline 
until 48/- was the top of the range. An upward trend was then 
noticed and by the close rates had recovered to the earlier levels. 

Further rise in prices. 

During March the market generally was an extremely 
satisfactory one for the producer and values, on the whole, oven 
showed an advance on February's high level. Prices have risen 
progressively for some considerable time now and sales in the near 
future will be keenly watched by interested sections of the 
community, to ascertain whether the peak has been reached. There 
are no present indications of any substantial fall, in fact during 
early April some sales of light cattle revealed a slight advanóe 
in values. 

Smaller number of pis2rdod. 

Weekly consignments of pigs for auction during March, 
1940, wore somewhat irregular, the yardings varying from light to 
heavy. The total for the month, 4,270 head, was some six hundred 
loss than that for February, 1940, but showed a substantial increase 
when compared with the corresponding period of 1939. Arrivals by 
rail accounted for 1,797 head whilst, in addition to those auctioned, 
yard dues were paid on 621 head disposed of privately. As indicated 
in the previous issue the private disposals would include pigs of 
baconor weights, mostly heavy, sold to operators at a fixed rate 
per lb. on the dressed weight of the carcaso. 

Medium porkers plentiful. 

The greater percentage of tho pennings comprised pigs of 
the porker weight class, in which medium to heavy descriptions 
predominated, although lighter sorts wore well represented. The 
quality of the porkers was variable and, whilst generally the 
percontage of satisfactory grade was fairly high, on one or two 
occasions it was somewhat disappointing. Many of the pigs were only 
in store condition and oven these wore not of the standard of the 
stores offered the previous month. Local store buyers apparently 
were well stocked as they did not attend in the usual numbers and 
Competition for this class was dull. Realisations for porkors 
fluctuated considerably during the period but, on the whole, the 
average rates were higher than those ruling in February. On the 
first sale day the nrogressive decline noticeable during the 
Preceding month continued and values of prime light porkers dropped 
to 37/6 for animals of 60 lb. dressed weight whilst prime heavy 
realised to 53/6 for 90 lb. Although the following yarding was a 
large one, prices were more satisfactory to the producer, advancing 
2/- per head. The market continued to improve, especially for the 
lihtor weights and on the final sale day light porkers made to 
44/6 and heavy to 56/6. 
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Increased consignments of baconors. 

Baconers were lightly supplied, although consignments 
were larger than those of the previous month. Light to medium 
weights predominated and heavy sorts were noticed in odd pens only, 
Quality for the most part Was of fair trade standard and prime 
animals were to be seen chiofly amongst the lighter descriptions 
which met a ready demand at dearer rates per lb. than those 
prevailing for the heavy lines. Valuor showed little alteration 
until the final sale day, whon the prices of hoavy baconors rose 
about 2/- per head. Rates for good to prime grades dressing from 
100 lb. to 150 lb. ranged from 62/6 to 86/6 per head, equivalent 
to 72d and 6d por lb., respectively. Prices paid for pigs sold 
over the scale wore unchanged at 61d per lb. for animals dressing 
up to 170 lb. The carcases of the latter are being exported to 
England for use, it is understood, as heavy pork. 

Ftrm demand for backfctttors, 

Backfatters were well in evidence throughout the month 
and, although mostly the greater proportion was of plain to medium 
grade, on occasions there was a good roprosontation of quality lots. 
Most of the pigs were of light to medium weight (200-350 lb.), and 
on one sale day practically no heavy animals were available. The 
market continued very firm and, for the most of March, values 
showed little material variation from those ruling at the close of 
the previous month. However, a particularly strong request 
prevailed at the final sale day arid some of the prices wore slihtly 
higher. For the period under review, rates ranged from 5'-d to 6 -d 
per lb. for weights 200 lb. to 350 lb. and 5-1d. to 6d for animals 
estimated to dress over 350 The 

Market values improve. 

On the whole the market for pigs was a vary satisfactory 
one in which values either wore very firmly maintained or rose 
fairly substantially. Store pigs, however, should be excluded from 
the foregoing, as these met a weaker demand; moroovor, sales of 
this class are really in a different category, being, in effect, 
transactions between producers. 

On the first sale day in April prices of porkers wore 
somewhat disappointing, falling by 3/- to 5/- per hoad. It was 
held that supplies wore in OXCOSs of the demand. 

aC. & J.17. 



ALEXANDRIA RAILWAY GOODS. YARD 

AND 

SUSSEX STREET SALES. 

Higher prices for Tasmanian potatoes. 

Arrivals of Tasmanian potatoes in Sussex Street during 
March totalled 98,051 bags, an increase of approximately 15,000 
bags over the previous month's aggregate, and also much larger 
than the receivals in March, 1939, which amounted to 85,754 bags. 
Although in the first trading period of this month rates declined 
£1.0.0 per ton, from then onward values showed a firmer tendency 
and, generally, prices ruling during March were much higher than 
those of February. It will be remembered that during March, 1939, 
rates for all varieties of potatoes were exceptionally high, 
Browri.ells selling at from £16.0.0 to £24.0,0 per ton and others 
bringing from £15.0,0 to £23.0.0. Even though the present position 
in New South Wales is far from satisfactory so far as stocks of 
local potatoes are concerned, the Sussex Street prices during 
March, 1940, were considerably below those of last year, and ranged 
as follow:.. Brownells - No.1 Grade £9.0,0 to £11.00, Seed £7.0,0; 
Bismareks No.1 Grade £9.00 to £11.0,O; Snowflakes, Arranchiefs 
and Albas £8.10.0 to £10.10.0 per ton. South Australian growers 
forwarded 51 bags of Delawares, which sold satisfactorily at 
£9.0.0 per ton. Only 100 bags of Northern Rivers potatoes were 
received in Sussex Street and these were disposed of by private 
treaty at £8.0.0 per ton. 

Supplies of local potatoes to Alexandria have declined 
progressively since last December and only 1,062 bags came to hand 
during March, compared with 3,511 bags the previous month. No 
improvement is expected until the beginning of the Tableland 
potato season. A good demand prevailed throughout and, at the 
auctions, ready clearances were effected at the following rates: 
No.1 Grade £8.0,0 to £l1.11.8, No.2 Grade £6,15.O to £916.81  Scod 
Grade £5.10.0 to £105.0 per ton, Stock Food 4/6 per bag. 

Improved request for table onions. 

Victorian growers forwarded 19,118 bags of onions to 
Sussex Street and 1,024 bags to Alexandria. In both selling contros 
table varieties met a stronger request and accordingly rates were 
higher. In Sussox Street, prime Brown Spanish lots cleared well at 
£8.0.0, whilst Brown Globe lines sold steadily at from £6.10.0 to 
£7,0,0 per ton. White onions comprised only a small portion of the 
shipments and sales were satisfactory at from £6,0.0 to £7.00 per 
ton. Only limited quantities of picklors wore available at from 
£9.o.o to £10.0.0 for brown and from £7.0.0 to £lO.0.0 per ton for 
White. Arrivals at Alexandria were all of the brown variety and 
Steady deliveries wore reported at from £6.10.0 to £7.0.0 for 
Globes and £8.0.0 to £8.10.0 per ton for Spanish. Only 180 bags of 
choice white onions were shipped from South Australia to Sussex 
Street, and these were disposed of readily at from £8.100 0 to £9.0.0 
Per ton. 
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Prices of pumpkins fluctuate. 

The outstanding feature in the pumpkin section was the 
fluctuation in prices. Queensland producers consigned 6,790 bags 
to Sussex Street and 15 trucks to Alexandria. Early in the month, 
demand was very firm and up to £12.0.0 per ton was obtained in 
both markets. Later, however, the general quality was not so good 
and Increased stocks came to hand, so that rates were reduced to 
facilitate clearances. Quotations for the month ranged from 
£7.0.0 to £12.0.0 per ton. Offerings from New South Wales centres 
comprised 612 bags in Sussex Street and 14 trucks at Alexandria, 
and met a similar request to that for the Queensland lines, 
deliveries being takcn at the following prices:- In Sussex Street 
£5.0.0 to £10.10.0 At Alexandria:- By private treaty £5.0.0 to 
£12.0 9 01  By auction £3.13.4 to £5.15.0 per ton. 

Strong inquiry for _othor vegetables. 

An excellent inquiry for all other vegetables of good to 
prime quality was noticoablo, rapid clearances being effected. 
Arrivals from Tasmania consisted of 6,501 bags of swodos, 3,125 of 
carrots and 388 of parsnips, all these quantities being In excess of 
rocoivals during February. Although generally the demand for 
swedes was good, the presence of under-quality lines retarded 
disposals at times. The carrots and parsnips were practically all 
of good to prime quality and deliveries wero rapid. Sales were 
effected at the following rates:- Swedes £5.0.0 to £10.0.0, 
Carrots £5.0.0 to £12.0.0, Parsnips £12.0.0 to £16.0.0 per ton. 
Local growers forwarded 5 bags of swodes and 18 of carrots to 
Alexandria, those roalising £7.13.4 per ton for swedes and from 
£4.15.0 to £615.0 for carrots. 

Stocks of Tasmanian blue peas received In Sussex Street 
wore insufficient to meet the demand and were exhausted towards the 
end of the month; the commencing rate of 14/6 per bushel was later 
increased to 15/-. Grey peas were not in request, and sold quietly 
at the unaltered price of 9/- per bushel. 

Lighter stocks of white chaff. 

Receivals of white chaff at the Alexandria Railway Goods 
Yard comprised 178 trucks of oaten and 52 of wheaten, a total of 
230 trucks. Although supplies of wheaton chaff wore heavier than 
those of February, the increase was more than offset by the lighter 
offerings of oaten. The principal inquiry was for good to prime and 
extra prime descriptions, sales for those qualities being exception-
ally firm and, at times, being effected at higher rates than those 
obtained the previous month. Although the quantities available 
during March were smaller than those submitted during the correspond-
ing month of last year, prices generally were lower than those 
ruling In 1939, Roalisations were as follow:- Oaten Chaff - Medium 
£4.00 to £4.10.0, Good £4.15.0 to £5.0.0, Prime £5.5.0 to t5.10.0; 
Whoaton Chaff - Medium £3.10.0 to £4.0.0, Good £4.5.0 to £4.15.0, 
Prime £5.00 to £5.100 and Extra Prime Green to £6.0.0 per ton. 

/increased.,,,, 



Incroasod ratcs for lucerne commodities. 

Probably the most outstanding feature in trading at 
Alexandria during March was the strong inquiry for lucorno 
commodities. Arrivals consisted of the following quantitios: 
Lucerne Chaff - Local 85, Queensland 7 trucks; Lucorno Hay - Local - 
Maitland 29 and othor centres 99, Queensland 7 trucks. An cxcollont 
demand prevailed and rates were substantially above the previous 
month's lovols. In the chaff section, quotations wore:- Local 
Medium 6.0.0 to £7.0.0, some sales to £7.5.0; Good £710.0 to 
£8.10.0, Prime £8.15.0 to £9.5.0, and Extra Prime green leafy £9.10.0 
to £9.15.0 per ton. Prices for prime and extra prime lots wore 
£20.0 to £2.10.0 per ton higher than those ruling in February. The 
Queensland lucerne chaff, the first to be received from that State 
this year, was of mixed quality but good disposals wore reported at 
from £7.0.0 to £9.5.0 per ton. In the lucerne hay section, a 
similar increase in price was evident, request, no doubt, being 
stimulated by the drought conditions prevailing in mid-coastal 
areas. Roalisations wore as follow:- Queensland £7.0.0 to £7.10.0; 
Local - Maitland - Now Green £5.15.O to £G.O.O, Dry £5.10.0 to 
£6.0.0, Other Centres - Derrick Pressed £4.0.0 to £6.15.O, Baled 
£5.15.0 for under-quality to £9.5.0 for prime, extra prima loads 
to £9.15.0 per ton. 

In. addition to stocks available at Alexandria, 110 bales 
of dry lucerne hay from the Hunter River district wore shipped to 
Sussax. Street and, on the whole, sold well at from £5.15.0 to 
£7.10.0 per ton, 

The 170 bales of Victorian spoci.i eaten hay in position 
on the Sussex Street wharves met a steady inquiry at from £7.10.0 
to £8.0.0 per ton. Only a small portion of the 41 trucks railed 
to Alexandria from Now South 'T11os districts was available to 
buyers at from £3.1O,0 to £5.0.0 per ton. 

Values of Tasmanian straw gonorally unaltered. 

Shipments of Tasmanian straw to Sussex Street totalled 
1,600 bales, all received during the first two wooks of March, 
owing to the fact that subsequently fairly heavy consignments of 
Potatoes limited the 5Pa00  available. A good request prevailed as 
fairly substantial stocks wore needed for the Royal Sydney Show, 
Sales of oaten straw were offectod at £5.0.01  whilst whoaton lots 
cleared readily at from £5.5.0 to £510.0 per ton. At Alexandria 
the 87 trucks of straw submitted by Now South 7.7ales growers mat a 
fairly steady market at from £2.15.0 to £4.0.0 per ton, with odd 
sales higher. 

Heavier supplies ofain. 

Roceivals of grain on the Sydney market wore heavier 
than those of the previous month. Supplios railed to Alexandria 
comprised the following quantities:- 'Thoat 35 trucks; Maizo - 
Queensland 180 bags, Local 3,012 bags; Oats - 56 trucks; Barley - 
4 trucks; whilst 2,290 bags of Northern River maize wore available 
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in Sussex Street. A fairly strong inquiry for mdzc was apparent 
early in March, but towards the close of the period disposals 
wore quiet. In the wheat and oat section steady deliveries were 
recorded at about the same rates as those ruling in February. 
Price ranges were:- At Alexandria - Thoat - By auction 2/6 to 
4/1, By private treaty 4/- to 4/3; Maize - Local yellow 4/9 to 
5/3; Oats By auction 1/11 to 2/7, By private treaty 2/4 to 
2/6; Barley - By private treaty 3/- to 3/1; In Sussex Street - 
Maize, Northern Rivers - now season 4/- to 5/-, old season 4/-
par bushel. 

E .A.G. 
---- 0000000----  

Q,ITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SIDNEY 

GOOD DEMAND FOR FRUIT - GREEN VEGETABLES 
MODERATELY STOCKED. 

With hot, dry weather conditions prevailing throughout 
the month of March, there was a good demand for most kinds of 
fruit and realisations were for the most part very satisfactory. 

Apples in short supply. 

Up to and including Monday, 18th March, there was a 
shortage of apples on the Sydney market and consequently prices 
were relatively high, up to 16/- per case, with odd sales higher, 
being obtained for Jonathan and Delicious. 

The shortage, as far as New South Wales was concerned, 
was partly due to light crops which were later than usual in 
coming to maturity and partly to the withholding of supplies by 
growers in some districts. During the period 1st to 18th March 
only approximately 17,400 cases came to hand from Tasmania. 
Consignments also were received from South Australia but were too 
small to alleviate the shortage. During the third week, however, 
a shipment of 30,971 cases was received from Tasmania to supplement 
supplies from New South Wales and South Australia and most varieti 
were about 2/- per case cheaper. A further decline in prices was 
evident during the next and concluding week of the month, when 
approximately 58,000 cases came to hand from Tasmania, In addition 
to increased arrivals from local sources. A steady demand was 
maintained for selected sizes of fancy and extra fancy grades but 
small fruit, which constituted a large percentage of the available 
stocks, became Increasingly difficult to sell. 

uallty peasin_request. 

Pears also were in  light supply, particularly during 
the first half of the month, and quality lines were in request at 
very satisfactory prices, Williams and Packhams Triumph roalising 
up to 15/- per case. Williams Were not available after about mid-
March, the season having ended and Packhams Triumph became the 
first choice of buyers. Although approximately 15,000 cases were 

/received 



-105- 
received from Tasmania during the latter half of the month to 
augment local offerings, choice lots continued to sell freely and 
values were well maintained. 

Valencia oranges scarce. 

Main crop Valencia oranges were scarce throughout the 
month and again commanded high prices, up to 30/.. per case being 
obtained for the top lines. Small consignments arrived from the 
Murray Valley, Southern New South ]alos, while limited quantities 
were received from isolated coastal areas, 

Second crop Valencias also were lightly stocked and 
selected sizes of the best quality fruit wore readily disposed of, 
some sales to 20/.. per case being recorded. 

Choice lemons sell viell. 

Consignments of good quality lemons wore received from 
Queensland and found favour with buyers at prices ranging to 24/.. 
per bushel. Local supplies, which, in most instances, were not up 
to tho high standard of those from the Northern. Stato, did not soil 
as freely and during the early part of tho month vendors were 
obliged to reduce prices. Roalisations wore, nevertheless, very 
satisfactory, choice coloured lines bringing as high as 18/- per 
ease. Towards the end of March considerable quantities of small 
fruit (counts per case of 270 and upwards) were an offer and 
sellers experienced some difficulty in affecting clearances. Larger 
doscriptions of quality, however, continued to soil well. 

Poach season almost at an end. 

The end of the month practically saw the close of the 
poach season, small quantities of the later clingstone varieties, 
such as Pullars Cling, being the only onos available; those mot 
with a good request. The limited supplies of Slipstonos, particularly 
J.H. Halos, submittod during the early part of the period sold 
readily at up to io/- per half-case, 

pard trend in values of passion-fruit. 

Moderate stocks of passion-fruit were on offer during the 
first fortnight but towards the end of March choico lots were 
scarce. Early realisations ranged to 15/- per half-case but as 
supplies decreased a stoady upward trend in prices was apparent and 
Closing quotations indicated to 20/- for choice lotsd, 

nanapricos improve as supplies decrease,, 

Bananas were hoavily supplied at the beginning of the 
month, arrivals for the first week totalling 19,083 tropical cases 
of which New South VIalos districts produced 16,190 and Queensland 
2,893. Large quantities of fully ripo fruit \rrore  offered at 
attractive prices, and barrOwnion oporated freely, so that stocks 
Wore not permitted to accumulate. The following week roccivals wore 
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much smaller, the total from all sources being 13,210 cases, and 
a hardening of values was apparent. During the latter half of March 
supplies wore much lighter still and just prior to the Easter 
Holidays prices rose sharply, up to 24/- per case being obtained; 
those higher values were well maintained throughout the remainder 
of the period. 

Closing quotations for neapplos firmer. 

During the first fortnight heavy consignments of 
pineapples were received from Queensland, a very large proportion 
of which arrived in a wasty condition. Buyers therefore operated 
with caution and vendors were obliged to accept lower prices to 
facilitate clearance. Lighter arrivals during the week preceding 
Easter assisted agents to clear residues of unattractive pines 
and now stocks sold at slightly higher rates. Only relatively 
small quantities were carried over the holiday week-end and values 
of choice lines were fairly evenly maintained. Closing quotations 
ranged from 6/- to 9/- per tropical case with a few sales at higher 
rates. 

Dry weather retards New South Wales vegetable production. 

Owing to the protracted hot dry weather conditions 
experienced in most of the main producing areas of this State, 
accompanied by a shortage of water in many centres, supplies of 
vegetables, particularly greens, from those sources were relatively 
small. The position was relieved to some extent early in the month 
by the receipt of consignments of peas, beans and cabbages from 
Victoria and beans from Queensland but generally stocks were only 
light to moderate. 

Cauliflower season o2cns,, 

The first cauliflowers for the 1940 season arrived on 
the market from the Bathurst district on 'Tednesday, 6th March. 
Considering the dry conditions prevailing, the quality generally 
was very good indeed and up to 14/-. per dozen was realised. 
Moderate consignments came to hand throughout the remainder of 
the month and realisations for choice lines wore very satisfactory. 

Cabbages moderately stocked. 

Although supplies of cabbages were received from Victoria 
to supplement local offerings aggregate stocks wore not large. 
Prices fluctuated within a small margin but on the whole wore viol]. 
maintained. The general quotations ranged from 2/-. to 12/'. per 
dozen, with some sales of extra choice "heads" at higher levels. 

uctuating market for peas and beans. 

With consignments of peas and beans from Interstate 
Sources augmenting supplies from New South Wales districts, thoro 
was a steady downward trend in values during the first two weeks. 
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Prices were then fairly steady over the Easter period, after which 
only light to moderate supplies were available and clearances were 
readily effected at higher rates, peas realising to 15/- and the 
quotation for beans ranging from 4/- to 10/- per bushel. Owing to 
the drought the bulk of the peas and beans was of only medium 
quality. 

Tomatoes mostly cheaper at end of March. 

Supplies of tomatoes from New South Wales, centres were 
supplemented by fairly heaij consignments from Queensland and 
Victoria, while moderate cuantities also came to hand from Tasmania. 
A considerable proportion of those from Queensland showed the effect 
of the heavy rains experienced in that State, while stocks from 
Victoria and New South 1ales were affected by the hot weather and 
were rather on the soft side; choice lines, therefore,, were 
relatively scarce. There was a steady demand for choice lots but 
lower grades sold slowly. Much of the local and Victorian supplies, 
particularly the latter, was in a rather forward condition; up to 
the Easter holidays the general trend of prices was downwards. The 
bulk of the Queensland shipments consisted of green tomatoes which 
seemed to moot the requirements of the majority of buyers better 
than those from other sources and values were more evenly maintained. 
After the holiday period much smaller quantities came to hand, 
demand improved and sales wore offoctod at firmer rates. Nevertheless 
closing quotations, except in the case of Queensland consignments, 
were lower than those ruling at the beginning of the month. 

--- 0000000---- 
E.J.C. 

MARKETING OF AUSTRALIAN CANNED APPLES IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

The necessity of finding a market, during 1940, for part 
of the surplus Australian apple production usually sold to the 
Unitod Kingdom has caused the Agent-General to report on the 
prospects of soiling "solid", or "pie" pack canned apples in Great 
Britain. Inquiries made suggest that, although the present and 
future requirements of the market for this product arc probably 
Well provided for, there might be a limited opening for increased 
trade in the Australian article. Successful marketing will depend, 
Of course, on the quality and suitability of the pack for the 
requirements of this particular market and also on the price. A 
representative of the largest English fruit and vegetable canners 
Said that prospocts are fairly good in Great Britain at present 
for a reliable Australian brand of "solid pack apples which could 
be offered at not more than 21/- per dozen. In view of this opinion, 
and of restrictions on exports of culinary apples from Australia 
to the United Kingdom this year, the attention of canneries in New 
South Wales particularly, and Australia generally, might be directed 
to the possibilities of disposing of portion of this season's surplus 
Supplies of culinary apples in this manner, provided, of course, 
that facilities for shipment can be assured. 

----000O000--.-... 
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"CIHOLESAIE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMCDITIES IN 
SYDNEY (N0s .'J.) DURING MARCH, 1940. 

The followins table gives particulars of the range of 
prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State Marketing 
Bureau in respect of various commodities during the month of March, 
1940:- 

Commodity 	 From 	 To 

Wheat - 
Bulk 	3/9d per bushel) No variation Bagged 4/Ojd  

Flour - £1347 per ton 	It 	It 

(plus £2Q505 tax) 

Bran - 	£5.10.0 per ton) 
Pollard - £51O.O 	 No variation 

Eggs (Hen) 
	

1/7d 
	

1/9d per dozen 

Butter: 
Choice 	161/2d per cwt.) 
First Quality 156/6d t' 	 ) No variation. 
Second u 	151/10d 1 	11 

 ) 

Cheese 
Loaf 	- lid per lb. 	 ) 
Large 	- lOd U 	U 	 ) No variation 
Special Brands - i/- to 1/1 per lb.) 

Pigs (Abattoir Sales),,  
Prime extra light porkers 	25/6 	 40/6 per head 

light porkers 	 31/6 	 44/6 	U 	U 

I' 	med.wgt. " 36/6 	 53/6 	1 	Ii 

heavy 	U 	 47/6 	 56/6 	ft 
U baconers 	 63/6 	 86/6 U U 

Backfatters 	 £5.0 0 0 	£10.8.6  

----ooOO000---. 
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STATE MARKETING BUREAU-DEPT OF AGRICULTURE 	1j 

C.40 -1 

CATTLE   (Good TrctdeBuUock) 

AVERAGE SPREAD BETWEEN THE RETURN TO THE PRODUCER 
AND THE PRICE PAID BY THE CONSUMER. 

JANUARY, 140 
1 	

40-Wi 

Par Hacid 
S. d. 

Total paqnicnt bq ColisumQr for 	W-10-10 
Nut cuts plus suttrinininqs 

for. 

Ito1 rQalisotton bq Wt'olQsole Butcr 
{includtnq VO1UQ O circus sol4 toRto11Qr93-! - 
W11-11-0 z value of skin ~ ed1bie offal ) 
Cost toR4att BUtChQr 	. ..... ........ 11'17O 
CC5t to Wholosak Butcher ------------ 1110-0 

Ad 	stion bM Gr9ir ............ 10+4 

-I 
I1IIIIIIXIE1IIJIII 

-j . 

sto 

 

—J--• 

NONE 

~
Ur'3Qr's Mrktrnq costs  

Fr€lqht(27Srn1lQs) .......................20-2 
unload tnq qorthnq .drafttnqdek*Pq 
Paddacinq........... 
CondgtiitwA CattlQ Insurance Fun dl 2-4 

(1ofs11itiq price) 	 J 
Satad&ias ....... 

	

................ 	 6 
Tkqran (partco5t) ...... 	1 
Cornnpssiofl (2t') 	.. ........... S-q 

298 

Net realisation bq 

MOTE. For proport'onatew.iqits of 
t Qti( oititS QC.t carcose recourse W6 

hd to chart sud bq Master Butdcrs 

HRQthi1 Butchers expenses & profits 

Butchms, expenses 4 profits 

Basis orrctph; Bullock, 650ib. dressed 
wci9ht, sold On hoof for Lii - 10-0 

11-2-0. 
- tiff., 	14-2 *0. 

C)Qckeo7 CM/, 14-2-40. 

I. Gra;trs costs of production stould 
be deducted from this return.. 

A.AWATSOH, 
DIRECTOR OT MARKETING 

15' f.bruor l4O. 


