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MONTHLY MARKETING REVIEW

A miscellany of matters relating to the marketing
of primary products, at home and abroad.

Released during the second week of each month.
Issued by authority of the Minister for Agriculture
and prepared under the direction of the Director of Marketing,
in the State Marketlng Bureau, Department of Agriculture,
New South Wales, Australia.

DECENTRALISATION OF CITY AND SUBURBAN MARKETS.

(Address by Director of Marketing, Mr. A.A.Watson,
to the Annual Conference of the Agricultural
Bureau of New South 'Jales on 13th July, 1939.)

The subject of my address as set down in the official
programme is "Decentralisation of City and Suburban Markets" but,
whilst matters involved in a consideration of the decentralisation
of metropolitan marketing facilities will have my attention, I hope
to find that introduction of other aspects of the metropolitan
marketing situation will not be recorded against me. Truth to tell,
it is not my desire, nor would it be appropriate to delve too
deeply or definitely into the subject of decentralisation of
metropcoliten markets at this time. A Royal Commission of Inquiry
into the Fruit Industry has only recently completed 1ts labours and
the report of the Commissioner, now before the Government, makes
mention of the matter. It thus happens that the cuestion lmpinges
upon recommendations to which consideration 1s being given and upon
which decisions have yet to be made.

At the outset we should agree as to vhat we actually mean
by metropol.tan marketing facilities. There are several types of
markc ts in the metropolitan area of Sydney. For example, there are
the cattle, sheep, pigs and calves saleyards at Homebush. At
Alexandris 1s a market for what is comprehensively but very vaguely,
and quite unsatisfactorily designated 'farm produce': this market
is held at truckside in the Railway Goods Shed - a vast affair - and
therein are sold potatoes, onions, pumpkins, swedes, wheat, maize,
oats, millet seed, barley, oaten, wheaten and lucerne chaffs, oaten
and lucerne hay, lucerne dust and straw. The lmportance of the
Alexandria market has declined considerably of recent years and
retrogression in the forage section is still apparent: no doubt
the progressive disuse of horses and the removal of dairies from
within metropolitan limits .r¢ chiefly responsible.

The Homebush Saleyards are provided by the Metropolitan
Meat Industry Commission and the Alexandria Market by the Raillway
Department. Supplies to both these centres are received by rall.
le now come to the wharves in Darling Harbour at which potatoes,
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onions, pumpkins, swedes, carrots, parsnips, ea%en chaff, lucerne
and oaten hay, maize, oats and straw are sold. These wharves are
leased from the Maritime Services Board by the Union, Melbofirne,
Adelaide, A.U.S.N., Illawarra and South Coast, Howard-Smith,
Huddart-Parker and North Coast Steamship Companies, respectively.
Most prominent of these boat-side markets are those supplled by

the Unilon, Melbournec, Adclaide and North Coast Stecamship Companices.
Incidentally, the considerable importance of these¢ Darling Harbour
Tharves Markets roflects the fact that Sydney 1s a magnet drawing
immense supplles of primary products from all over the Commonwealth.
To a limited extent, Alecxandria is also an interstate market,
notably for Victorian onlons and Quecnsland pumpkins. Adjolning
Darling Harbour is the far-famed Sussex Street whereln are to be
found the warchouses of merchants specialising in potatoes, onlons,
pumpkins, whezt, maizc, straw and also eggs, butter, bacon and hams.
These merchants receive most of thelr supplies via the Darling
Harbour wharves and rail and to a lesser extent from Alexandria.

The Darling Harbour Raillway Goods Station is situate close to the
‘lharves and to Sussex Strect and also to the City Municipal Markets.

The City Municional HMarkets, as their designation implies,
are supplied by the City of Sydney Municipal Council. It thus
happens that the very heavy capital investment re-uired to supply
the metropolis with public markets is wholly borne bv the ratepayers
of the city: suburban ratepayers arc not involved, although it would
not be disputed that the markets mect a metropolitan rather than
a City necd. Nor would it bc disputed that the whole State is
concerned in the provision of public marketing facilitics in Sydney
and that, by providing them, the City is rendering a consplcuous
service to producers throughout the State (and many in other States)
who use these markets cither directly or indirectly - and to all
consumers in thc metropolitan and other urban arcas whosc cupboards
are supplied via the City Municipal Markets. At your last Annual
Conferencc, you were addresscd by Mr. ', "/1lliams, the Superintendent
of these markets. Mr. "/i1lliams 1s a leccturer of rarc skill and I
feel perfectly safe in assuming there 1s no necd for me to enter
upon any dctailed description of thc markets vhich he so ably
administers. It will be sufficient, then, for me to say by way of
describing them that they are thc most Important public marketsc of
their kind ir the Commonwealth and, for that matter, in Australasia,
and that they comprisec Frult, Vegctable, Poultry and Fish Markcts,
respectively. They also make provision in the new Vogetable lMarket
for the wholesale selling of cut flowcrs. The cut-flower industry
is apt to bc regarded as a section of primary industry catering for
8 non-essential or luxury trade. The fact romains that flower-
growing is an expanding primary industry, reflecting the dcomand for
cut flowers which arises and increascs undcr metropolitan conditions

throughout the world.

And now having rofrcshed our mcmorics as to the situation
and purposecs of our various mctropolitan markets, wc¢ are in a
position to consider which of the public markceting facilities of
Sydney we have in mind when speaking of decentralisation of markects.
Assurecdly, wc arc not thinking of thc Homcbush Saleyards or of the
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Darling Harbour Wharves. Quite a deal could be said about
Alexandria. The Potato Growers' Council of New South Wales has
for years been urging that provision should be made by the
Railway Department and by the City Council, respectively, for the
delivery and sale of potatoes within the City Markets Area in
lieu of Alexandria, but that and other questions which arise in
cor..cection with the Alexandria Market arc hardly germane to the
issue of decentralisation,

The marketing of fish is possibly not included in the
array of subjects within the ambit of interest of an Agricultural
Bureau. To most folk, fishing is a pastime rather than an
industry, but the fact is that efforts now being made further to
develop commercial fishing along our coast give promise of
valuable results, including an added or expanded source of
fertiliser supplies for the man on the land. That, however, is
by the way. The City Municipal Council is taking steps to
modernise and greatly improve the Fish Market and no question of
its decentralisation arises at the moment. -

Poultry-farming, of course, is well within the ambit of
the Agricultural Bureau and any idea of decentrallsing that market
would be of interest to you. The Poultry Market has recached an
interesting stagc in its development. The growlng interest 1n the
raising of table birds in certain parts of the country is partly
responsible for this. If increased production of turkeys and
other table poultry were associated with increascd despatches of
live birds from country ccntres to the City for auction sale in
the Municipal Poultry Market, that market, already prescnting
certain disabilities suggesting the need for reconstruction,
would also be due for esarly modernisation. The indications,
however, point to an increcasing tendency to kill in the country
beforec despatch to the City. This practice links-up with several
important considerations, such as whether the producers' lntercsts
in thc vital matter of prices levels can cffecctlively be safeguarded.
They lie outside the scopc of this address but might well reccive
attc tion at a future conferenco or at local meetings in the
districts principally concerned. It is likely that the City
Poultry Market will contlnue to recelve extensive patronage from
the poultry industry in the County of Cumberland and thosec othor
countics near to the metropolis and Neweastle wherc commercial
poultry-farming is so much in evidence. It 1s unlikely, thercfore,
that its position as the principal poultry market of the State
and as the chief agency in the establishment of values for all
types of table-birds will be disturbed.

It 1s interesting to reflect that Australians resident
in urban arcas are, gcnerally, not given to a considcrable
consumption of poultry meat, though it may well be that when
improved methods of distribution such as are currcnt in other
countries are more widely adopted, the demand will grow. In this
connection, the Table Poultry Council is dolng notably good work
in the promotion of effective killing and dressing regulatlions
and in other directions.
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There remain for consideration from the angle of
decentralisation the Fruit and Vegetable Markets and it is fairly
safe to assume that, irrespective of whether other types of
markets should or should not be involved, these are the markets
most folk are thinking about when they raise the issue of
decentralisation. The idea of decentralisation also needs
clarifying. There is danger that like the blessed word 'Mesopotamia'
1t may become a symbolic generalisation rather than a definite
project. What, exactly, is meant by decentralisation of
meiropolitan marketing facilities? Do we mean that one wholesale
market for a city like Sydney, population 1,300,000, is insufficient
and there should be onec or more additional wholesale markets? Or
do we mean that therc should continue to be only one ‘Jholesale
Market plus a numbecr of semi-wholesale or retail markets at
sultable points in the metropolitan arca? Do we contemplate
separate controls for the additional markcts? Or is it the idca
that all public markets in the motropolitan arca, whether wholcsale
or retall, should bc¢ under one control? If we favour unified
control, what form do wc contemplate that it should take? Should
it be municipal or should it be some other form of statutory
control? If municipal control bec intcnded, how is to be unified,
secing that no local government body has authority boyond the
boundaries of its own municipality or shire? Do we contemplate
that a Greater Sydney Councll shall take over thce job of
providing the metropolitan arca with all necessary public
marketing facilities? These and a few equally knotty problems
awalt attention before a scheme of decentraliscd public marketing
facilities can be prescnted as a completc project.

I take it that the intercest of primary producers in
this matter of public marketing facilities is due to a recoinition
that, whilst the grower's control may end at, or even before the
first sale of his product, his intcrest continuecs to the point
where purchasc is made by thc housewife or consumer. That is to
say that, although methods and costs of distribution arc matters
of abiding importance to consumers and matters to which the
reprcscntatives of consumers should give constructive attention,
they also concern producers for the very exccllent rcason that
ultimate retall prices are thec blg factor in demand. This is only
another way of saying that in the interests of both producecrs and
consumers, the costs occurring betwecen them must not be excessive.
I think you will agrec that the intecrvening costs, of whatever
kind, should be rcduced to a minimum. That is only anothor way of
saying that all unneccssary handling after the product leaves
the farm should be viewed with apprchcnsion as tending to raisc
retall prices, to lncreasc the cost of living, to rcduce domand
and to diminish farmers' returns to the point where they cecasc
to be adequate. Onec doos not suggest, of coursc, that the
millennium can be ushercd in over night or that any onc scheme
that may be propounded will provc a panacca for all the 1lls that
arise from incfficicnecy in markcting and distribution. "Facts,
more facts, still more facts" may well be the cry of thosec who
undertake to find ways and mecans of reducing tho 'sprecad' betwcon
what thc producer rccoives and what tho consumcr pays. Fortunatcly,
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the facts as to, priccs and costs have becon systematically
collected, tabulated and graphed in the Stetc Markcting Burcou
over the past ton ycars and I cannot better conclude this bricf
address than by thanking the farmers of thce State for the rcady
rcsponsc to requcsts made from timc to time for co-operation wit
the State Marketing Burcau and by assuring that feow problems arc
rceciving closer attention at the present time than thosc which
conccern the markcting of our primary products, whcther at homec
or abroad, to thc united advantagec of produccrs and consumcrs.

-===0000000=~~=~
PHYSICAL FEATURIS, PRODUCTION AND GENERAL DESCRIPTION

OF THE SOUTH COAST STATISTICAL DIVISION NO.4,
NE'/ SOUTE WALES. (Concluded)

In the August issuc of the "Monthly Markcting Revicw!
Information was publishcd coneerning thc arca, population and
climate of the South Coast Statistical Division No.4 of New South
‘iales, the dairying and pastoral industries, as well as the
principal crops, being dealt with., It is now proposcd to outline
the chief features of other primary industrics, of sccondary
development, and of the transport facilities and to give schedules

of production, cte.

Forests and the timbor-gctters.

In common with othcer parts of thc State, the inroads of
settloment have greatly diminished the timber rcsources of the
South Coast. It must bec rcmembered that ecorly scttlors, apart from
those in the lmmediate contigulty of Sydncy, moved southward
through the Illawarra and other South Coast arcas and it happencd
thercforc that large bclts of the more valuable timbers were
"out out” over a long period of yecars. In addition, considerable
cuantities of timber of lesser valuc were rcmoved to make way for
the cstablishment of farms. Neverthcless, substantial areas still
roemain, noticcably in thc Bateman's Bay and Eden districts. By
far the greateor part of the timber cut for commerciel purposcs is
Spotted Gum (E. maculata), which is common to this portion of the
State and occurs on a wide range of soils. This timber is fairly
oxtensively used for gencral hardwood recuircments, being
comparatively light and easily workcd. It 1s frequcently employcd
in making tool handlecs and for waggon bullding and is a good
bending timber. Other hardwoods includc Blackbutt, Turpentinc,
Ironbark, Blue Gum and Box. Over & thousand persons arc employced
in felling and cutting, heuling, and in timbcr mills which in
1936/37 handled hardwoods cstimated at 56,582,200 super fect.

An cnglers' Paradisc, i

Although theorc are no very cxtcnsive lekes or estuarics,
there are numerous small lakces, inlets and rivers which permit the
professional fisherman to oporatc. Chief among thesc waters may be

mentioned Lakc Illawarra, Jervis Bay, St. George's Basin, :
/Conjola seeee
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Conjola Lake, Ulladullas, Bateman's Bay, Moruya River and adjacent
lakes, and Twofold Bay. A fish-canning works has been established
on the Wagonga River at Narooma and is the only enterprisc of the
kind existing in the State. Its opcrations extend over about nine
months of each year, being busiest when shoals of salmon are known
to move up the coast, and over 50 persons arg said to find
employment in this activity.

The annual report of the Fisheries Department discloses
that the value per year of fish, prawns, oysters, etc. from this
Division verges on £100,000. It should be distinctly understood
that this figure does not include trawled fish which arc taken
in large quantities from many grounds along this part of the Now
iguth Wales coast-line. In point of fact, the main trawling areas

e here,

The amateur angler finds himself in a veritable fishing
paradise. Fish are taken per medium of handline and rod while tho
big game angler became prominent during recent years when it was
known that game fish, such as marlin and swordfish, abound in
these waters. Facllitics exist at Eden, Bermagul, Narooma and
Bateman's Bay for thosc who wish to indulgce in this form of sport.
Anglers from overseas, in addition to local onthuslasts, have
oxpressed thc opinion that thesc big game fishing grounds compare
more than favourably with thosec in other parts of thc world.

In days gonc by, Eden and Boyd Town on Twofold Bay wcre
very active as thc headquarters of the whaling industry in
Australia but their former glory in this respect has departed |
with the virtual cxtinction of whales in these waters. |

Extensive Coal Deposits.

Coal constitutes the bulk of thc mincral resources of
the South Coast Division. The first discovery of coal in this
Division was madc at Coalcliff, about forty miles south of Sydncey,
in 1797, only nine ycars aftcr the foundation,of the colony of
New South Wales. Today, ninetcen collieries arc in operation in .
the Illawarra scction, and over 3,300 persons arc dircctly |
cmploryed. Townships such as Helconsburgh, Bulli and numerous others |
primarily owe their existence to coal. Figures issued by thoe |
Department of Mines reveal that in 1937 the southern collieries ;
contributed 1,880,440 tons of coal valued at £1,181,311l. Sinco '
the inception of mining in this area 85 million tons of coal
have becn won. Bulli coal 1s said to produce a strong coke, ‘
specially suitable for smclting purposcs by reason of 1ts capacity |
for sustaining the weight of orc burden in a blast furnacc. This
factor wac no doubt taken into consideration in the selection \
of Port Kembla as a site for the ostablishmont of steel and

smelting works. |

In past yecars, fairly substantial quantities of gold
werc teken, mainly from the Araluen Valley, but at presont
activities are restricted, although thcre has been some rovival

2A% scvivia
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in a few centres, where the introduction of modern mothods and
machinery enables mining to bec carricd out on an cconomic basis.

Tho development of Port Kcmbla.

Outstanding among the sccondary industriecs arc thce iron
and steecl-works at Port Kembla which are caulpped with up-to-date
furnaces, coke ovens, rolling mills, ctec. Products includec iron
and stecl of varlous grades, iron and steel pipes and spun cast-iron
pipes, bollcers, rails, steel slecopers, plain and galvanised steol
sheets, wire and wire-netting. By-products arc sulphate of ammonila,
tar, benzol and solvcnt naphtha. This industry with its wide
ramifications has led to a great deal of devclopment in other
dircctions. The harbour facilitics have becen improved and a railway
line opened in 1932 links Port Kcmbla with Moss Vale on thc main
southern line. There has becn an influx of substantial numbers of
workmen and thelr familics which has bcen responsible for an
expansion in building operations and businesscs of various kinds.
The town of Wollongong, a few mlles away, has also grown as a
direct result. The demand for coal and coal products has also
spelt increased prosperity for various mining towns of the
Illawarra district.

Transport and other facilitiecs.

The division is not as wcll scrved by railways as might
be desircd. Apart from thc Port Kembla-Moss Vale cross-country line
previously referrcd to, the only other rail 1link 1s betwecn Sydney
and Bomaderry, which lics on the north bank of the Shoalhavon River
opposite Nowra, and is usually reforrcd to as the Illawarra linc.
This was constructcd primarily for the carrlage of coal from the
fields north of Ylollongong and to a lesscr cxtent for the transport
of dairy produce from further south. From Nowra southwards a largc
proportion of produce of various kinds, including timber, 1is
seaborne by small vesscls running rogularly betwecn various ports
and Sydncy harbour.

Of late ycars, communications have bcen bettercd by
improved roads and the development of motor traffic and rogular
daily services for thc transport of both passengors and freight are
in operation between Eden in the far south to the railhcad at Nowra.,
More recently a daily ailr service has becn put into operatlion
between Sydncy and Bega, with intermediate stops, and, although
this scrvice is at present restricted to passengers only, the future
will possibly sce an extension to the carrlagc of goods other than

human freight.

The main harbours on this scction of the New South Wales
coast-1line arec Port Kcmbla, Jervis and Twofold Bays but therc arc
numerous indentations and inlets wherc loading facilitics exist
and where provislon has been made for the rcasonably safe anchorage
of tho smallor coastwisc craft.
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Schedules of Production, etc.

The following schedule, compiled from the Statistical
Register of New South '‘ales shows thce average annual cuentitics
of the principal primary commoditics produccd and thc averagce
annuel number of livestock in thc South Coast Division in the
five year pcriod cndcd 30,6.1937:~-

South Coast Division - Average Annual Production
Hive Ycars cnded 50.6.1937.

Dairy Products - Butter 13,265,592 1b.
Cheese 5,436,202
Bacon & Hams 517,785 ©

Maize oi'e 5 318,210 bushcls

Fish »o e 3,004,536 1b.

Prawns o7 s 413,598 .1

Potatocs o .o 65,680 cwt.

Othcer Root Crops . e 27,800 *

Tomatocs o .o 9,915 half-cascs,

Market Gardens (Valuc) .. £20,064

Peas and Beans (Value) .. £15,695

Apples .o . 121,826 bushcls,

Applying thc 1936/37 annual averagc wholesalc prices in
uydnoy to the foregoing products, an estimatc of their approximate
values, together with fresh milk and timber added, is £2,500,000.
However, in order to rcach a rcasonably complete figurc as to
primary production in this Division, wc must not omit to add the
value of coal produced which was in the vicinity of £1,000,000 in
cach of thc past five ycars. In addition, industrial cxpansion
at Port Kembla is rcflccted in the considerably incrcased valuo
of goods manufacturcd or work donc by factorics which during tho
past fivc yoars has stecadily riscn to roach thc total of over
£11) million in 1936/37, thc average poer annum during the period
bcing £7,984,000.

Average Annual Number of Livestock in South Coast -

lvision - Fivc Ycars cnded 40.5. .
Head

Horscs .l 20,961
Cattle - Cows in registered

dairies .. 145,985

do. = All other .. 20, 577

Shecp “a 435,066

Pigs .o 29,476

== 0000000 === S.D.H. &e T'E.M.
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AUSTRALIA'S TRADE WITH EASTERN COUNTRILS .

(Note: Import figures are in sterling - export values are
expressed in Australian currency).

The Commonwealth Department of Commerce has recently
1ssued a booklet (April, 1939) containing some valuable and
interesting information dealing with certaln aspects of Australlia's
trade with the East for the fiscal year 1937-38.

A perusal of the booklet discloses that for the first
time since 1921 Australia bought more from Japan than she sold to
her, and that for the second successive year China was numbered
in the ranks of countries with passive balances. As a result
mainly of the loss of an active balance with Japan, and further
increases in passive balances with several other Bastern countries,
the passive balance on visible trading results increased from
£1,959,885 sterling in 1936-37 to £7,493,649 in 1937-38.

Import Trade.

The booklet gives a brief analysis of the composition of
Australia's import trade from the individual Eastern countries.

‘ Japan: A notable feature regarding imports from Japan
was the value of foodstuffs (comprising in the main tinned fish)

which showed an increase of £157,500 over the previous year's total |
of £61,200. "Plece-goods™", which are used for further manufacture

in Australia, accounted for £2,674,200, while raw silk for use in

our industries, was worth £577,500. Total lmports from Japan

amounted to £5,349,100 and ware £1,344,000 above the corresponding |

figure for 1936-37.

British Malaya: Imports from British Malaya increased
by £169,000 to 71,023,600, due mainly to increased imports of an

essential raw material, crude rubber. During the year British
Malaya supplied approximately two-thirds of Australia's rubber

requircments.

Netherlands India: Since 1933-34 the value of lmports
into Australla from Nothorlands India has risen from four millions
to over seven and a half millions in 1937-38. Practically thc vhole
of this phenomenal incrcase and the passive balance results from
trading in one commodity, oil, anothor essential of Australian
economic and industrial life. 0il importations to Australla from
Netherlande India in 1937-38 were worth £5,254,300. The othor
large item of trade was teca, valued at £1,564,400.

India: Imports from India continue to increase, theo
balance here also being unfavourable to Australla. The predominating
group of items of the import trade is that consisting of jute and
jute manufactures, representing approximately two-thirds of the }
total import trade of 23,077,616, It is sald that the Indian
imports are mainly either rav matorials for industrial purposcs
or elsc osscntial to Australian Industry as a factor in trado.
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Ceylon: The bulk of Australia's imports from Ceylon
is comprised of tea and rubber, neither of which is grown 1n
Australia.

China: Imports from China declined by £82,000 during
the year. The most important item of trade was tung oil, valued
at £82,522,

The reacson advanced for the large increase in recent
years' imports is the expansion of industrial activity in Australia.
This development of sccondary industries calls for larger supplles
of raw materials which this country cannot supply. Australia

cannot hope to produce certaln of these raw materials and, failing'
a reduction in imnorts, the cuestion 1is asked, to what degree can

she look to her exports to balance her Eastern trade?
however, that, whilst recognising the difficultics, 1t

is made,
of cxport and lmport trade

seemy

possible that the two aspects

with the Bast have certain complementary fcaturcs.

Export Trade.

The statement

The following table, oxtracted from the booklct, shows
the valuo’of Australia's cxport trade with Eastern countries during
the three years 1935-36, 1036-37 and 1957-38 1~

Country 1935-36 1936-37 1937-38

£ A.C. £ A.0. £ A.C.
India 973,171 4| 1,088,848 4| 1,104,692
China 1,212,821 842,963 616,520
Netherlands India 1,281,226 1,395,183 1,467,765
British Malaya 1,263,526 1,727,956 2,063,740
Japan 17,661,232 9,705,738 5,900,098
Hong Kong , 624,663 803,010 1,048,835
Philippine Islands 553,311 666,733 619,504
Ceylon 970,961 028,151 871 ,28)
Siam 100,959 118,291 117,382
French Indo-China 34,668 53, 581 74,723
Manchoukuo . 329,851 51,439 5,138
Portugucse Timor 1,936 024 37
British Bornco 13,5561 13,651 15,623
Kwantung Territory 509,964 00,988 185,609
Burma - - 05,500
TOTAL £ A.C. 25,531,840 17,487,456 14,186,385
Storling 20,384,741 15,962,040 11,326,457

4 Includes Burma.
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A substantial decline is evident since 1935-36, the
peal” year. This trend is attributed almost wnelly to decreased
trade with countries directly affected by the Sino-Japanese
hostilitics, namely, China, Japan, Manchoukuo and the Kwantung
Territory. In the casc of other countries (with the cxception
of Ceylon), Australia's cxport tradc has generally expéanded.

India: Beginning with Indla, some of the main featurecs
of the export trade are then revealed., A steady incrcasc was noted
in this instance, the chicf item being wool, which was valued at
£222,196. 'Wheat was the second item of importence, followed by
tallow.

China: Desplte the Sino-Japancsc conflict, cxports of
Australian goods to China continued, although on a reducod scale
as comparecd with 1936-37. Substantial declines were noticed in
wheat, wool and butter, but increcasecs were recorded in flour and
tallow. Apart from the decline in trade, another movement was
notliceable in the transfer of business from Shanghal to Tientsin.
Prcviously the former port was the main point of entry for the
bulk of thc trade but, during the year under review, the occupation
of the Yangtzc Valley by the Japancsc and the closing of the river
to trade very greatly affected Shanghai. On the other hand, Tientsin
came into the markct for flour, partly as a rcsult of the stoppage
of Shanghal exports and also the increased necds of the populace
due to the effects of the war on local production. The action
taken by the National Government to impose exchange restrictions
served to restrict imports, and the decreasc in exports reduced
the amount of free exchange available for purchasing foreign
currency to finance imports,

Netherlands India: A steady increase in the valuc of
the cxport tradc with Netherlands India has been recorded since
1933-34. This has becr due almost entirely to the increascd price
of flour, the total value cf this item having risen by £300, 000,
whilc the volumec remaired comparatively stable. Foodstuffs
compriscd over 85 per cent. of the trade, the main itoms other
than flour being butter, bucon and ham, malt, biscuiltes and tallow.
Therc has been a noticeable loss on the butter exports, due
chiefly to competitlon from Dutch butter and from margarine; in
an endeavour to combat tho inereasing competition from margarine,
an intcensive advertising campalgn is in operation.

British Malaya: Exports to British Malaya have more
than doubled 1In value since 1933-34, the bulk of tradec being, as
with Netherlands Indla, in foodstuffs, notably flour and milk., It
was stated that, 1n thc normal coursc of svents, this market
should continue to rank as one of Australia's important outlets
in the East.

Japan: As pointed out earlier, Australia's export
trade with Japan, rccorded at £5,901,000, was the lowest figure
since 1920-21 and for the first timc since the samc year a balance
adversc to Australia was experienced, due almost entirely to
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decreased purchases of wool, In 1935-36 these were valued at the
record figure of £14 692,000, but a year later the effect of the
trade dispute between the two countries was largely responsible
for the decrease to £7,514,000, although the total value of
Australian wool exports in that year was £62,503,000, the highest
since pre-depression levels.

The view 1s expressed that practically the whole of the
decreased trade with Japan can be tracecd to Sino-Japancse
hostilities and the resultant abnormal economic conditions. It is
thought, however, that if stability is cstablished Australia
should once more take her place as onc of the main supplicrs of
raw materials to the troubled areas

Hong Kong: Exports to Hong Kong showed an inercase of
£245,000, due almost entirely to flour shipments, which were worth
£634,000, as comparcd with £399,100 in 1936-37. Other 1items of
importance in our tradc with this port were butter, meat, milk,
wool, timboer, leather, wheat and sandalwood.

It can readily be scen from the forcgoing that Australia's
export trade with the Fast has suffercd a marked roccssion from
the favourable trends of former years. As this must be largely
attr’buted to causcs which lic beyond the control of Australla and
which can only bec rectificd by a rcturn to normal conditlons,
there scem, it is statcd, to bc rcasonablc grounds for assuming
that this movemcnt is only a temporary onc.

Saving fecaturcs have been the inercascd business with
India, Netherlands India and British Malaya, as tradc with thcse
countrics is not bascd on abnormal conditions but 1s glving
evidence of stcady progross.

Tradc Represcntation in the East.

Bricf and intcresting montion is made in the booklet
of tho function of Australian Tradc Commissioncrs, who have been,
in a number of cases, dircctly responsible for the conclusion of
new busincss. Good focling towards Australlia 1s promoted and
knowledge of Australla's attractlons, production and rcsourccs
is brought home to thc Eastern pecoplcs. In thesc tasks, tho
Trade Commissioners co-opcrate with the Australian National Travel
Association. They also kcep the Commonwcalth Government informed
of dovelopments in thelr tocrritorics which may affeet Australia's

trade.

Australian Official Commorcial Reproscntatives Abroad.

It is folt that this articlec can fittingly be concluded
by publishing, for the information of rcadcrs, the following
up-to-datec list of Australian Commorcial Represcntatives in
overscas countrics:-
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CABLE ADDRESS

England.
The High Commissioner for Australla, "Crotonate"
Australia House, Strand, London

LONDON, W.C.2. ENGLAND.

High Commissioner- Rt.Hon. S.M.Bruce, P.C.,C.H., M.C.
Official Secretary - Mr. J.5. Duncan, C.B.E.
Dircetor of Trade Publicity - Mr. A.E. Hryland.

France .
The Australian Trade Represcntative in Francec,
6, Rue Haldvy, PARIS. "Britomerce 96"
Paris. :
Representative - Mr. C.H. Voss.,
Canada.
The Australian Government Trade Commissioner "Austrade"
in Canada, 15 King Strect West, TORONTO e Toronto.

Commissioner - (Vacant)

Assigtant Commissioner - Mr. R.R. Ellen.
China.
The Australian Government Trade Commissionor "Austrade",
in China, Shanghai.

Hongkong & Shanghal Banking Corporation Bldg.,
12 The Bund, SHANGHAI (G.P.O. Box 1580).

Commissioner =- Mr. V.G. Bowden.
Assistant Commissioner =~ Mr. A.N. Yootton.
Egypt.
The Australian Governmont Commissioner 1in "Austrade®,
Egypt, 41 Sharia Kasr-el-nil, Cairo.

CAIRO (G.P.O. Box 273).
Commissioner - Lt.Col. C.E. Hughes, CeBsEe,MeCo,FaRaGeSe

Assistant Commissioner - Mr. J. Payno.
Japan.
The Australian Government Commissioner in "Austrade",
Japan, Tokyo.

No.8 Sanchomec, Marunouchi, TOKYO.
Assistant Commissioncr - Mr. A,G. Hard.
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CABLE ADDRESS
Netherlands India.
The Australian Government Commissioner in "Austrade™
Netherlands India, Batavia.

Noordwijk, BATAVIA CENTRUM, JAVA.
(P.0. Box 112, Batavia Centrum).

Commissioner - Mr. H.A., Peterson, B.i.
Assistant Commissioner - Mr. C.J. Carnc.

New Zealand.

The Australian Trade Commissioner in "rustrade
New Zealand, Wellington,

D.I.C. Builldings, WELLINGTON, C.1l.
(P.0. Box 1677, G.P.0., WoIi{ngEon),
Commissioner - Mr. C.E. Critchley, M.B.E.

Assistant Commissioner - Mr. J.L. Menzics.

United States of America.

The Atistralian Government Trade Commissioner "Australcom"
in the United States of America, New York.
International Building, 630 Fifth Avenuc,

NEW YORK, N.Y.

Commissioner - Mr. L.R. Macgregor, C.B.E.
Assistant Commissioner (Acting) - Mr. C.V. Kellway.

In addition, Mr. Keith Offlicer, 0.B.E., M.C.,,
is Australion Counsellor, attached to the

British Embassy. ashington.

====0000000==~~

In "The “heat Situation" of July 24th, 1939, the
United States Bureau of Agricultural Economics estimated
prospective world wheat supplies (exclusive of the Soviet Union
and China) for the year beginning lst July, 1939, at about 5,200
million bushels, or about 120 million bushels above the record
supplies of last year. The Bureau tentatively placed the 1939
world production at about 4,090 million bushels, or about 480
million bushels less than the record crop of 1938. This reduction,
however, was said to only partly offset an estimated increase of
approximately 600 million bushels in world stocks of old wheat
carried over. The stocks on July lst, 1939, were tentatively
placed at about 1,200 million bushels compared with about 600

million bushels a year ago.
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SHEEP AND CATTLE SALES AT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

Sheep numbers show a slight decrease.

The market at Homebush during August was again well
supplied with mutton and lamb and, although July's total was not
quite reached, the numbers coming forward were apparently
sufficient for requirements. The aggregate of sheep and lambs
yarded was 298,731 head, only 777 below the previous month's total.
Compared with August, 1938, there was a gain in favour of the
present year of 109,729 head, which in i1tself indicates how
conditions in country districts have Improved.

Light weight mutton scarce.

Trade requirements of light welght wethers and ewes were
not fully catered for and on occasions buyers experienced difficulty
in securling sufficient supplies. The general cuality, too, of the
light shecp on offer was by no means good and was in direct contrast
to that of the weightier descriptions yarded. I'or the greater part
of the period, there was an over-supply of heavy weight mutton.
Apart from this aspect of the position, however, the excellent
appearance. and condltion of numerous lines offered werc indeed
creditable. Some exceptionally heavy drafts of bilg framed merino
and crossbred wethers were submittecd; a consignment of the former
was as nice a lot of sheep as had been secn in the yards for some
time, fleece and condition both being particularly good. Shecp
dressing from 48 1lb. upward to 60 1lb. were by far the most numerous:
in fact, the supply generally possessed many featurcs associated
with that of the previous month. Shorn sheep agailn were fairly
well represented and many attractive lines werc marketed. Therc
vas a continued shortage of ewes, little improvement, if any, in
the numbers available taking place; it is expected, howcver, that
there will be an increase in supplies in the necar futurc.

Improved demand for shecp.

During the early part of August, values for shec Improved,
Prices for light weight wethors and ewes rising by from 2/5 to 3/6
per head and averaging about %d per lb. on the carcase cost, while
rates for heavy shecp werec about 1/- per hocad or 4d per 1b. higher.
The peak price for light weight mutton was rcached towards mid-

Aug st and from then until the closc of the period the market was

fairly steady.

Heavy shecp, chiefly wethers, which, apart from an
Increase early in the month, were somewhat slow of sale, made &
emarkablc recovery over the concluding stages of the auctions,
Prices gaining as much as 3/- per head. The main contributing
factor to this sharp rise was the intercst displayed in this class
Of shecp and the active dcmand by exportcrs, one firm in particular
taking large numbers of shecp out of thc markct. A good idea of the
trend in valuos 1s conveyed by the following actual realisations:-
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A line of heavy wothors woighing 54 1b. was sold on the 10th
August at the oquivalent of 2d per 1lb. and brought 12/2 cach,
with a skin valued at 3/-. Later in thc month, following on thc
stronger demand for heavy shecp, a draft of 50 lb. wethers, with
a skin valued at 2/6, realised 14/8 per hecad or 3d per lb.

In the case of light weight wethers, thc advance was
cqually as much., Good trade sheep, weighing 40 1lb. and carrying a
skin worth 6/6, sold at 15/7 cach or the oquivalent of 223 per 1b.
during the carly part of the month, yet 2 similar line of wcthers
weighing 40 1b., disposcd of towards the end of August, made 17/3
cach or 33d per 1lb.; in this lattor instonce, the valuc of tho
skin was 6/3.

Summing up thc month's opcrations, it can be said that
both heavy and light mutton werc, on an average, d per lb.dearcr
at the close than during opening sales, final rcalisations being
up to 3d for heavy and 33d per 1lb. for light and cqual to the best
rates obtalncd in July. Heavy shcep on an average werc chcaper
than during thc prcvious month, dospite thc sharp risc in priccs
at thc cnd ‘'of August., Somc of thc best cuality wethors recaliscd to
292/ per head and up to 17/- was pald for ewes. A largc proportion
of the best quality wethers, however, was clcared at priccs
ranging from 17/- to 20/~ pcr hcad for woolly descriptions and
10/~ to 15/~ for shorn. Ewos chicfly were disposed of at from
9/- to 16/~ cach, according to suality and skin values.

Heavier supplics of suckcr lambs.

Therc was a fairly substantial inercasc in the offoring
of lambs, 139,501 hcad being yarded or somc 13,000 more than in
July. A largc percentage of this numbor compriscd sucker lambs,
thc supply of oldcer lambs not belng ncarly as hcavy as during
the provious month. Heavy lambs wcrc numcrous; in some instancoes,
pens of old lambs werc offorcd, which would drcss in the vicinity
of 60 lk., whilo many lines of suckers werc noticcd weighing
over 40 1lb, The prcpondcrancc of heavy lambs and the geneoral
exccllencce of tholr condition and appcarance rcflcet the
favourablc pastoral outlook, but unfortunately there is a limit
to tho quantity of this hcavy class of mcat that can be absorbed
by the tradec, so that, on many occasions, the markct was over-
supplied and conscquently values decllned. Suckers weighing from
26 1lb. to 32 1b. (drossed) worc in most domand, oporators alwavs
bidding strongly for this class. Scveral outstanding consignments
of suckcrs werc submlitted, and thesc werec considered cqual to any
which have passcd through the yards this yecar.

Lower realisations for lambs and suckcers.

With the exception of an improvement of 1/- per head on
suckers ocarly in August, thc market generally was wecker, priccs
on an average not bcilng quitc so good as thosc obtained in July.
Heavy suckers and old lambs mostly werc cheaper, owing to a
somewhat rcstricted demand, but at times towards the ond of August
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values showed a tendency to harden. A falr guide to this
dovmward trend is given by the following sales: Early in the
month a draft of good ocuality suckers weighing 36 1lb. made 5zd
per lb. and were disposed of at 19/3 per head. Towards the end
of the period similar quality suckers weighing 36 1lb. cost 52d
per 1b. and sold at 18/2 each. Realisations mainly were from
16/~ to 20/- per head, although on a few occasions better rates
were obtained. The highest price per 1lb. paid for suckers was 7d
equal to the best of the previous month, but mostly light
descriptions sold at from 53d to 6%d, with odd lots to 6ad per 1b.
Heavy suckers were chiefly cleared at from 5d to 5id per 1b.
Heavy weight summer lambs were most adversely affected and many
lambs weighing from 46 1lb. to 50 1lb. and over made from 32d to

4d per lb., or just about light weight mutton price.

Skin market uncertain.

Throughout August, skin values fell considerably and
buyers discounted prices by from 1d to 2d per 1lb. The present
outlook is very uncertain and at this stage it is impossible to
state when normel conditions are likely to prevail.

Cattle supplies maintained.

4 Consignments of cattle to Homebush during August
aggr pated 22,950 head, of vhich 1,537 were auctioned in the
store section. This total was approximately equal to that for
July, 1939, but was considerably larggr than the truckings for
the corresponding period of 1938, when only 14,795 head were
avallable. Quallty on the whole was fairly good, although on
a few occasions it was only falr. Offerings of the various
classifications again varied from sale day to sale day both as
to numbers and standard. The percentagce of plain grades was
relatively light and from this point of view it may be said that
the standard of the consignments continucs to improve, reflecting
the better conditlons prevalling in the producing areas. It is
also reported that stock arc now "killing out" remarkably well.
In most centres the scasonal outlook is excellent, but dry weather
i1s stlll being oexperienced in coastal districts. In some parts
of the South "lest excess rain has hampered stock movements, whilst
therc has been a tendency to withhold from market cattle for
which, as stores, high prices had been paid.

Lighter weight bullocks well represented.

The supply of bullocks was a moderate one, although it
continued to show considerable variation from day to day. TFor
the most part the quality was very satisfactory. Light weight
descriptions comprised the bulk of the offerings, but medium and
heavy welght sorts were more in c¢vidence at the close of the
period. Early in August prices rosc slightly. They then remained
fairly constant at 27/~ to 32/~ per 100 1b. dressed weight until
the cnd of the month when values declined a littlc. Amongst the
sales was that of a line of good conditioned Hereford bullocks
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from the Dungog district which sold at £10.5.0 per head; weighing
approximately 650 1lb. these animals realised the equivalent of
31/6 per 100 1b. on the hoof.,

Yardings of steers mostly satisfactory.

Except on odd sale days, the offering of steers was very
satisfactory with good to prime descriptions generally predominating.
This class of cattle met a steady demand and rates mostly ranged
from 30/- to 34/- per 100 1b., reaching to 35/- about the middle
of the month.

Medium grade cows again plentiful.

The supply of cows was particularly good and heavy
welght descriptions were well in evidence. Quality generally was
only medium, nevertheless a satisfactory proportion of better
conditioned sorts was noticed on several occasions. Early realisa-
tions for goecd to prime grades were 24/- to 28/- per 100 1b.
Subsequently, despite large consignments, values improved and
ranged from 26/- to 30/- per 100 1b,

Variable offerings of heifers.

During the first half of August heifers were well
represcnted and cuallity sorts predominated. Later, however, the
numbers were morc limited and at times prime grades were difficult
to secure. Values of heifers fluctuated morec than those of any
other class of cattlec. On several occasions they werc ouoted on
a par with steers, whilst at other times they could be purchased
much cheaper. Early rates generally varied from 27/- to. 31/-
per 100 1b., but up to 35/- was obtained. For the most of the
month prices were from 30/~ to 34/-.

Firm demand for vealers.

— g b

The number of vealers available was somewhat limited,
although heavier consignments were noticed towards the closc of
the perlod. Small sorts worc scarce, the supply consisting mostly
of medium weight descriptions. On the wholc, the standard was
fairly satisfactory, but somectimes prime vealers werec difficult
to secure: medlum grades were well represented. A substantial
number of yearllngs was yarded during the month but thesc mostly |
were of moderatc quality only. A generally firm market prevailed |
for vealers and except on the first salc day in August, prices
werc fairly steady at from 37/- to 42/- per 100 1b. l

Cattle values firm. |

Prices for the most part duri ng the month may bec classed
as firm and falirly satisfactory from the producer's point of view.
Even when a sharp decline might rcasonably have becn expected
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owing to increased yardings the market held. While not quite as
good ac those of the previous month, values generally were much
better than the rates ruling on the final sale day in July. There
are indications that increased offerings will be available during
September but it also appears probable that prices will, at least,
be maintalned.

GlCl & Jl‘;l
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TRADING IN FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IN THE
CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY.

Steady business in the fruit section.

Generally speaking business in the fruit section of the
City Municipal Markets was of a steady nature throughout August.
Clearances of choice quality fruit of most kinds were readily
effected and realisations on the whole were very satisfactory.

Good demand for quality apples.

s A good demand was apparent for quality apples, particularly
coloured dessert varieties, and values of most kinds showed an
improvement towards the end of the month. Only relatively small
quantities were received from New South ‘ales districts and very
satisfactory prices were obtalned for such varieties as Delicious,
Rome Beauty and Doherty, odd sales of the first-named being noted
at rates ranging to 20/- per case. Granny Smiths also cleared
well and values were evenly maintained. There was a steady decrease
in the weekly shipments from Tasmania, aggregate receivals for the
month oelng in the vicinity of 120,500 cases as against 215,000
for July. Choice lines of most varietles were in good request but
coloured French Crabs and small fruit (that is under 2%") of all
kinds were difficult to dispose of. Small consignments continued
to come to hand from Ylestern Australia and s9ld readily.

Choice peers in request.

Only limited offerings of pears were available, Victoria
being the principal source of supply. Choice lines in hard condition
were sought after, particularly Packham's Triumph, values of this
variety showing an upward trend. Josephines, "/inter Cole and
Iinter Nells also met a ready sale, unless of small size or on
the ripe side, in which cases disposals were difficult to effect.

Bananas in relatively light supply.

Bananas were in relatively light supply, the total
arrivals for the month being approximately 20,000 cases from
New South Yales districts and about 8,700 from Queensland. While
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disposals were not brisk, up to the end of the third week values
tended to improve. From then onwards to the end of the month,
however, vendors found it more difficult to clear stocks and
prices were reduced in an endeavour to stimulate sales.

Pineapples cheaper.

Only moderate consignments of pineapples were received
from Queensland early in August but by the end of the month
weekly totals had risen from 2,050 cases to almost 4,000. Sales
generally were slow, particularly towards the close of the period,
and values declined steadily.

Improved realisatlions for choice passion-frult.

Passion-fruit were fairly plentiful but the proportion
of choice quallity lines was small, Inferlor descriptions were
practically unsaleable but cholce lots were 1n good request and
values showed a steady improvement.

Navel oranges mostly of large slze.

During the first half of the period supplies of Navel
oranges mwere only light to moderate but as thc bulk of tho fruit
was too large for the popular 1/- per dozen retall price,
clearances were not so freely effected as had been anticlpated.
Selected sizes, however, were in demand at highcr prices. As a
result of the arrival, durlng tho latter half of thc month, of

heavy consigmnments from the Irrigation Arca to supplement incrcased

supplies from cogstal districts, values again declined. With an
improved inquiry towards the end of August, prices of thc popular
sizes returned to earlier levels, but large fruilt was still slow

of sale.

Small Navels being scarce, common oranges, such as
Joppas, scrved the purpose of the cheaper lines for the rotall
trade and sules were recorded to 7/- per case, with odd lots at

higher rates.
Quality mandarins in demand but lemons sell quietly.

Therc was a good demand for the moderatc stocks of
choice mandarins avallable, particularly towards the closec of
the period, and very satisfactory prices werc obtained.

Supplics of lemons were not heavy but salcs for the
most part were gulct and prices showed 1little variation.

Hothouse tomato secason opcns.

The season for hothouse and glasshouse tomatoes opcncd
at the beginning of August when small quantities from local
sourccs were offercd in the markct, Incuiry at this time was
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rather weak and realisations were not as high as had beon
anticipated but nevertheless werc satisfactory, ranging from
12/- to 16/ - per half-case. Although supplics had increased
considerably by thc end of thc month, the warmer weather was
more conduclve to sales and clearances were made readily at
advanced rates, some disposals of hothouse lots being recorded
to BQ/u per half-casec.

Only very limited stocks of outdoor tomatocs from
New South ‘iales districts were available but consignments,
averaging about 15,000 half-cascs per week, came to hand from
Queensland. Demand was somewhat restricted early in the
month owing to wet weather and a declinc in valucs was apparcnt.
Later, however, there was a much better request for choice lines,
particularly coloured descriptions, and prices improved.

Fluctuating market for cauliflowers.

Rain, followed by mild weather hastcned thc maturity
of cauliflower crops and the quantities on offer ecarly in the
month werc almost too great for the trade to absorb, so that
vendors”were obliged to reduce prices to comparatively low
levels to clear stocks. Towards thc end of the month, supplics
were not so large and rcalisations werc higher.

Falling-off in supplies of beans.

Heavy consignments of beans were reccived from Quecnsland
and the North Coast of New South Wales during the first two wecks
of August; the quality generally was only medium, choice grade
being rather scarce. Choice lots sold well, realising to 8/-,
with somec sales to 9/- per bushel, whilc clcarances mostly were
satisfactory. Later therc was a marked falling-off in the
quantities submitted and best quality lines met a particularly
good inquiry, prices rising sharply by 2/- to 3/- per bushcl. p

Variable rates for peas.

Peas were in request at the beglnning of the period,
choice lots realising to 15/-, but, with increased ocuantitics
coming forward, by 10th August prices had fallon by about 4/-
per bushel. The following wcek, only light supplics being
avallable, ratos rosc to formcr levels and werc fairly cvenly
maintained until towards thc cnd of the month, when more ‘
plentiful stocks caused a downward trend in valucs.

ElJ.Cl
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SALES OF FARM PRODUCE AT THE ALEXANDRIA RAILVAY
GOODS YARD AND IN SUSSEX STREET, SYDNEY.

Tasmanlan potatoes in lighter supply.

Receivals of Tasmanian potatoes in Sussex Street during
August were lighter than those for the previous month and aggregated
56,644 bags. The outstanding features of trading werc the high
price ruling at the beginning and the gradual decline towards the
end of the month. In the first week of August the rate for
Tasmanian No.l Grade Brownells was fixed at £21.0.0 per ton, a
level that was maintained for a fortnight. However, the receipt
of a heavier shipment in the third week caused a reduction of 20/-
per ton, and prices fell a similar amount in the final period.
During the month agents offered substantial quantities of "Stock
Feed" tubers on the¢ wharf by public auction, in addition to small
stocks of inferior No,l Grade and Seed tubers; realisations for
the.e were as follow:~ No,l Grade £13.10,0 to £19.10,0, Seed Grade
£9,5,0 to £14.0.0, Stock Feed £10.0.0 to £19.10.0 per ton. The
ranges of the fixed market prices for the month were:- Brownells
No.l Grade £19.0,0 to £21.0,0, No.2 Grade £12.0,0 to £16.0,0,
Snowflakes £17.10,0 to £19.10.0, Arranchiefs £17.0.0 to £19.10.0

per ton.

, Arrivals in Sussex Street of potatoes from other States
comprised 4,078 bags from Quecnsland and 1,180 bags from Victoria.
The general quality of both offerings was satisfactory and
clearances for the most part were good at the following prices:-
Queensland Factors £17.10,0 to £21.0,0; Victorian Snowflakes
£18.0.,0 to £19.0,0 per ton. In addition, growers in North Coast
districts of New South 'Jales forwarded 141 bags, which were sold
at an undisclosed rate.

Consignments of potatoes to the Alexandria Railway Goods
Yard consisted of the following quantities:- New South Wales -
Tableland 20,953 bags, Coastal 287 bags; Quecnsland 977 bags;
Victoria 213 bags. It became noticeable that the Stock Feed and
Second Growth Grade tubers werec in greater supply than No.l and
Seed lines, lowering the general standard of the potatoes available.
A gooc. demand prevalled early in August but as the month progressed
sales became quleter until finally vendors experienced difficulty
in clearing No.l Grade lines at rates from £3 to £4 per ton under
the values ruling for Tasmanian varietles. Auctlon realisations
were:- New South Wales - Tableland - No.l Grade £14,.5.0 to £21.10,0,
No.2 Grade £10.0.0 to £19,0,0, Seed Grade £10.0.0 to £19.1.8 per
ton and 16/3 to 20/- per bag, Chat Grade £2.5.0 to £16.6.8 per ton
and 2/~ to 16/~ per bag. Small Seced £5.0.0 to £18.5.0 per ton and
9/3 per bag, Second Growth Grade £9.5.0 to £18.5.0 per ton and 13/-
per ovag, Stock Feed £2.0.,0 to £17.5,0 per ton and 3/- to 14/6 per
bag; Coastal - No.l Grade £18.5.0 to £20,5.0, No.2 Grade £13.3.4
to £19.0.0, Sced Grade £14,0.0 to £18,10,0, Chat Gradc £10.0,0 to
£17.5.0, Second Growth Grade £13,0,0, Stock Foed £9.5.0 to £16.10.0;
Queensland Factors - No,l Grade £17.10,0 to £21.0.0, Seed Grade
£14,10,0, Stock Feed £14,15.0 to £15.,5,0; Victorian Snowflakcs

£18,10,.0 per ton.
/onions ....
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Onions chcaper.

Although opening ratecs for Brown onions in Sussex Strect
werc tho same as those ruling at the end of July, after the first
week's trading the rcquest weakened and prices dcelined. The
quantities available during August werec:- Victorian 15 tons and
229 bags; Egyptian 540 tons. Japanesc 475 tons, New Zealand 571
bags. The Japanesc offcrings werc said to comparc very favourably
with stocks from other sourccs and satisfactory clearances were
reported at from £24.0.0 to £28.0.0 per ton, plus sales tax.

The Egyptian consignments werc of very mixed quality,
possibly owing mainly to faulty storage during transportation, and
a large portion had to be recconditioncd. Quotations ranged from
£18.0.0 to £20.0,0.for medium ana from £22.0.0 to £30.0.0 per ton
for best quality, plus sales tax in all cases. Only small auantities
of New Zcaland onlons camc to hand and these sold readily at from
£25.0.,0 to £30.0.0 per ton, plus sales tax. The Vietorian supply
for the most part was of satisfactory guality and disposals werec
rccorded at £28.0,0 to £30,0.0 per ton for prime table onions and
£14,0,0 for picklcrs. No stocks of onions were reccived at the
Alexandria Rallway Goods Yard. '

Queensland pumpkins dearer at cnd of August.

Receivals of Quecnsland pumpkins at Sussex Streect during
August exceeded those for thc previous period and totalled 1,179
bags. Nevertheless, rates gcnerally werc maintained until towards
the end of the month, when a sharp increasc in price occurred.
Realisations ranged from £6.0.0 to £7.10.0 per ton. A similar
markct was cxperionced for the 41 trucks of pumpkins consigned to
Alexandria from Quecnsland ccntres, disposals being effected at
from £5.0,0 to £7.10,0 pcr ton, according to quality. Arrivals
from New South "/ales districts compriscd 62 bags in Susscx Strect
and 36 trucks at Alexandria; as thesc werc of mixed cuality,
vendors experienced some difficulty in clcaring stocks at the
following rates:- Sussex Strect - £2.0.0 to £5.0.0: Alexandria -

£3.0,0 to £7.0,0 per ton.

Smaller arrivals of other vegetables.

Smaller cuantities of other vegetables werc shipped to
Sussex Street from Tasmania during this month than during July.
The 2,373 bags of Tasman®an swedcs sold at the unaltered lecvel of
£4.0,0 to £5.0.0 per ton, whilc thc 854 bags railed by local
growers to Alexandria met a slightly improved demand, realising
from £1.10.0 to £64.5.0, according to cuality. The 1,470 bags of
carrots and 647 bags of parsnips from Tasmania were wlthin buycrs!
neceds and sold readlly at from £8.0,0 to £12.0,0 per ton in each
case, Locally-produced carrots and parsnips (4 bags and 12 bags,
respectively) were disposecd of by auction at Alecxandria at from
£5.15.0 to £8.0,0 for the former and from £7.15.0 to £11.0,0 per

ton for the latter.
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Tasmanian Dry peas were. in very firm request at the
unaltered rates of BO;g to 21/~ per bushél for Blue and 11/- to
11/6 for Grey.

Qui. ¢ incuiry for white chaff.

Except for one isolated period during the month, the
demand for oaten and vwheaten chaff at Alexandria was gquiet. The
159 trucks of oaten chaff were in excess of immediate trade
requirements and prices ranged from £3.8.4 to £5.0,0, with
occasional sales to £5.5,0 and £5.10,0 per ton. \/heaten chaff
(28 trucks) met a similer recuest, sales being recorded at from
£5.0,0 to £4.5,0 per ton.

Heavier offerings of lucerne commodities.

The arrivals of lucerne chaff at Alexandria during

August aggregated 122 trucks of very mixed standard, and agents
reported that 1t was difficult to clear stocks at generally
lower rates. Sales ranged from £3.0,0 for inferior lots to
£6.10,0 for good to prime chaff, with one line of extra special
green leafy description bringing to £7.5.0 per ton. The lucernc
hay ralled to Alexandria comprised 50 trucks from Maitland and
119 from other centres. The Maitland offerings were in steady
recuest at from £4.0,0 to £4,15.0 for New Grecn and £3.15.0 to
£4.,0." per ton for Dry, but those from other districts were in
limited demand at from £3.0.0 to £7.0.0, according to quality.

The 252 bales of lucerne hay shipped from the Hunter
River to Sussex Strect were mainly of the Now Grecn variety,
which was cleared readily at from £4.0.0 to £5.0.0; Dry lots,
however, sold slowly at £4.10.0 per ton.

Inly 60 bales of Victorian special oaten hay were
rec "ived at Sussex Strect and these brought from £8.10.0 to
£9.0.0 per ton. Of the 27 trucks of oaten hay to hand at
Alexandria, only a small percontage was disposed of, prieecs
ranging Trom £3.10.0 to £5.0.,0 per ton.

Tasmanlan growers forwarded 3,100 bales of straw to
Sussex Streot. The good demand ruling during July continued and
sales wore effected at the following generally unaltered rates:-
Oaten £4.15,0 to £5.0.0; Wheaten and Barley £5.0,0 to £5.10.0
per ton. Inquiry for the 27 trucks of local produce in position
at Alexandria was satisfactory at from £4.5.0 to £5.0.0 for prime,
with damaged lots as low as £3.0,0 per ton.

Steady sales of graln.

All varieties of grain recceived at the Alexandria
Railway Goods Yard during August met a stecady request. Thc 56
trucks of wheat were slightly in excess of last month's arrivals
and clearances were rcported at from 1/11 to 2/7 by auection and

/from "o 08 e




-158-

from 2/3% to 2/8 per bushel by private treaty. The major portion
of tho 29 trucks of oats was sold by auction at .from 1/5 to 2/7%,
whilst a small quantity was disposed of privately at 2/6 per bushel.

Consignments of maize to Alexandria aggregated 168 bags
from Qucensland and 4,058 from New South Wales districts. Queensland
yellow was quoted at 4/-, whilst realisations for the local
offerings ranged from 3/10 to 4/2 for yellow and were 4/2 per
bushel for white. The 1,897 bags of Northern Rivers maize shipped
to Sussex Street were of satisfactory quality and quotations
remeined unchanged at 4/~ for yellow and 4/2 per bushel for white.

====0000000==~=~ E.A.G.

HONEY MARKETING IN NEW ZEALAND.

The position regarding the marketing of honey in New
Zealand is set out in the following extract from a report by the

Australian Trade Commissioner in that dominion:-
‘.Y

"Regulations have been promulgated dealing with the
marketing of honey for export and an Order-in-Council has been
passed transferring the powers of the New Zealand Honey Export
Control Board to the Minister of Marketing. This means that the
responsibility for all export of honey would be vested in the
Internal Marketing Department, which would co-ordinate export and
local sales and enable a long range policy to be adopted in the
interests of the honey industry and the consumers of honey.

The regulations provide that on and after lst December,
1938, honey sold by producers would recuire to have affixed to
the container a special honey seal stamp purchased on the basis
of 24 a 1b. This seal would not be an indication of the grade
or cuality of the honey packed, but is purely a marketing seal to
ensure that all honey sold commercially would participate in the
Government's efforts to improve the market and popularise the
consumption of honey in New Zealand.

The marketing plan envisaged in these Regulations was
first recommended by the Honey Export Control Board, and at the
annual conference of the National Beekeepers' Association held
in Timaru in June last it received overwhelming approval."

====0000000==~~
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WHOLESALE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES IN
SYDNEY (N.S.'/.) DURING AUGUST,1939.

The following table gives particulars of the range of
wholesale prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State
Marketing Bureau 1n respect of sales of various commodities during
the month of August, 1939:-

Commodlity From To
Wheat:

Buik 2/2d 2/5d per bushel
Bagged 2/3d 2/6a M "
Flour £6.15.0 £6.,12,3 per ton

(plus £6.0,0 (plus £6.2.9
tax) tax)

Bran o S4:5:0 8% 60} 1o vartatton.
Eggs (Hen) 1/~ 1/3d per dozen
Butter: b

Choice 161/2 per cwt.)

Firsf Quality 156/6 " " ) no variation

Second " 151/10 * W )
Cheese:

Loaf 114 per 1lb. )

Large 104¢ " " ) no variation

Special Bragnds 1/24 " "

Pigs (Abattoir Sales):

Prime extra light porkers 28/64 40/6d4 per head
" 1ight porkers 36/64 td)gd” R A
" med.wgt. " 40/64 51/ea M ™
" ' heavy " 48/6d gd/ex. " M
" baconers 57/6a wefed " -
Backfatters £4.0,0 £8.,15,0 " n

=-===0000000~--~

SYDNEY WOOL SALES - AUGUST, 1939.

The Sydney Wool Selling Brokers' Associatlion advises
that there was no wool sold by auction in Sydney durlng August,
but that disposals by private treaty totalled 1,401 bales greasy and
5,593 scoured

The average prices reallised were as follow:-

Class of Wool Per bale Per 1b.
Greasy £14,12.10 124
Scoured £17, 8, 6 17.84
Greasy and Scoured £16.17. 4 16.4d4
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RETURN OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IMPCRTED INTG NEW SOUTH WALES
BY LAND AND SEA - JULY, 1939.

FRUTIT.
b
Pineapples Bananas (ther Tomatoes ra
STATE tropical tropical Fruit half-bushel TOTALS
cases. cases. cases | __cases packages
Queensland 10,766 10,631 1.2_..’585)«'< 75,725 109,505
Victoria 15 87 6,799 40 6,941
Tasmania - 149,725 - 149,725
Sth. Aust. I - 1,78
West Aust. - - 4,955 - 4,955
TOTALS: 10,781 10,718 175,601 | 75,763 272,863
A Also 14,160 trays Strawberries.
VEGETABLE S.
Potatoes (micns Swedes Pumﬁ;;;s Gucs. & “thefr%egs.r'——-
STATE | i ) i Chilliesg TOTALS
Bags Bags Bags Bags Tons Cases | Pkgs. Tons| Pkgs. Tas
Queensland 19,303 233 - 1,525 | 510 513 [|13,863 % 35,437 | 514
Victoria 7,843 6,901 251 118 | - - 14,264 - 29,377 | -
Tasmania 71,673 - 4,254 - - - 5,091 - 81,018 | -
Sth. Aust. 1,414 269 - - - - 11,969 - 13,652
West Aust. 160 400 - - - - - 560 | -
TOTALS: 100,393 7,803 4,505 1,643 | 510 513 45,187 4 160,044 | 514
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