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MONTHLY MARKETING REVIEW

A miscellany of matters relating to the marketing
of primary products, &t home and abroad.

Released during the second week of each month.
Issued by authority of the Minister for Agriculture

and prepared under the direction of the Director of Marketing,
In the State Marketing Bureau, Department of Agriculture,

New South Wales, Australia.

HIGHLIGHTS.

1. Heatwave results in serious scarcity of eggs in
Sydney, causing sharp increase in prices and
rationing of stocks.

2. New Zealand consignments of vegetables attracted
to Sydney by high values consequent upon shortage
due to dry conditions.

5. British Government proposes adoption of policy to
link marketing of Empire and Home products by
commodlty councills controlling supplies.

4. According to a recent American report, an intensiv
campalgn 1s under way in Japan to popularise the
use of whale-meat as a substitute for beef, but the
unpleasant odour of whale-meat 1s retarding success

5. An English newspaper describes a project for the
constructlon of a pulp and paper mill in Canada in
which certaln expensive grades of paper would be
produced from apple tree prunings.

SUNDRY NOTES.

(a) English News.
The followlng excerpts from notes published in the "Farmers!'

Weekly",

allied problems and happenings in 0ld England, during 1938,

In February, 1938, the Poultry Technical Committee

recommended to the Government of the U.K.s formation of a permanent
commlssion, compulsory registration of hatcheries, the regulation

of markets and the granting of promiums for approved breecders.

Action is promised in 1939.

London, December 30, 1938, give an idea of some marketing and

LB vais
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In May, potato prices in England jumped in extraordinary
fashion and those who had 'potatoes in clamp' came into their owm,
'Majestus' that were worth 70s. a ton fetched £6 to £7, with
merchants eager to buy more.

In June, an increase of 4d a gallon in the wholesale
price of liquid milk in England for July was awarded by Sir Stephen
Demetriadi, the arbitrator appointed to settle the dispute between
the Milk Board and the diztributors over the farmers' demand for a
two months' advance in prices, owing to drought costs. The
Arbitrator stated he would have preferred to have given a smaller
increase over a longer period.

August: in a review of the English Government's
agricultural policy, the Minister for Agriculture stated: "We
believe 1n regulated marketing for the producer of home agriculture
and no more dumping of foreign produce on our shores, bringing
insecurity to the home farmer,"

In September, while guns rumbled through London's streets,
leaders of British farming and representatives of the food trades
were summoned to secret conferences in Whitehall., Arrangements were
made for all food supplies to come under the direct control of the
Government at a few hours' nctice.

In November, the Potato Marketing Board of England was
called upon to answer a storm of criticism against restriction of
sales by the Board when they decided to raise the riddle and
prohiblt the sale of potatoes weighing more than 1 1b. The
answer on behalf of the Board was that if prompt and drastic action
had not been taken by the Board there was no doubt that within a
few weeks potato prices would have fallen to 30s. a ton and even

lower.

December saw the withdrawal of a Milk Industry Bill from
the Commons in response tc milk producers' objections and the
granting of a temporary subsidy on Barley.

(b) General.

It 1s permissible to remark that there is a strong
family resemblance between merketing procedures and problems the
world over. 'Farming makes the whole world akin'.

In our last issue, under the heading "Domestic Marketing
Regulated in Brazill", there was mention of a decision that "buying
and selling, wholesale cr retall, will be carried out by officilal
auction"., This decision of the Brazilian authorities is of more

than passi interest,
pRASING /Cattle ooeee.
_—-————
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Cattle, sheep and other stock offered for sale in
public saleyards in New South Wales (in Australia, for that matter)
are auctioned. Potatoes, onions and grain are- commonly auctioned
at the Alexandrla rallway terminal at which they are sold in
Sydney, New South Wales. Fruit, vegetables and flsh, on the other
hand, offered at the City Municlipal Markets in Sydney (the largest
publlic markets of the kind in Lustralasia) are sold by private
treaty. As an added touch of variety, table poultry sold in Sydney's
Municipal Markets are auctiored.

Note that the Brazilian sales are to be carried out by
'official'! auction., This may mean that the auctloneer is to be an
official - a person employed by the Government, or by some
municipal or cther statutory body - who has no other interest in
the sale than to offer the goods, call and receive bids and 'knoek
down' to the highest biddsr in accordance with the statutory rules
governing such sales. E£uch a system recalls the practice over
years in this State, whereby Crown Lands were offered at auction by
Crown Lands Agents who are, of course, permanent officials of the
State. More to the poinf, it recalls a verbal statement made to
the writer as to selling practice at the public markets in
Johannesburg, South Africa.

The practice described as occurring at Johannesburg was
one under which frults and vegetables were auctioned in the Municipal
Marke% on behalf of either growers or thelr agents by Municipal
Auctioneers. One is reminded, too, of a suggestlon ventilated some
years ago befeore the Potato Crowers' Council of New South Wales
for the adoption of parallel procedure at the Alexandria Rallway
Terminal, sc that all potatoes. sold there would be auctioned on
behalf of owvners or agenits by auctloneers employed either by the
State direct or by the Railway Department.

For many years the auctioning of fruits and vegetables by
private auctloneers was a feature of the Brisbane Markets in
Queensland as, indeed it still 1s of public markets in various parts
of the world. Whether or hcow the system could be applied in
Sydney's Frult, Vegetable and Fish lMarkets, whether 1t would be
practicable to do so and whether such a course would be expedient
or desirable are interesting subjects for future Notes,

A.AIW.
====0000000====

For the year ended 31lst December, 1038, exports of citrus
fruits from New South Wales to New Zealand aggre%ated 139,551 export
cases, of which 139,182 were Oranges, 319 Mandarins and 50 Grapefruit.
Thus, although the total was below that for 1931/32 (the year before
the embargo came Iinto force), New Zealand proved a valuable outlet
for New South Wales citrus during the past year.

w=m=0000000m» ==



PHYSICAL FEATURES, PRODUCTION, TRANSPORT FACILITIES
AND MINERAL RESOURCES OF THE NORTH COAST STATISTICAL
DIVISION NO. 1.

(CONCLUDED FROM LAST ISSUE).

TIransport Facilitles.

(a) Sea.

For a lengthy period, the only method of transport of goods
from or to this Division war by sea. The New South Wales coast
hereabouts 1s not well equicped with safe natural harbours: in these
circumstances coastal trading vessels from both Sydney and Brisbane
navigated the larger rivers for some distance upstream, small river
boats then carrylng gocds further iniand. The principal drawback to
thls was and is the oresence of sand bars at the mouths of the rivers,
which frem time to time during rough weather, desplte dredging,
prevent the entrance or cxit of ocesn-going vessels., In the course
of years quite a nunber of ships were wrecked on or near these bars,
notwilthstanding the fact that, in the last decades of last century
and early in the present one, large sums were expended upon
engineering works intended o make entrance tc or exit from the more
lmportant of these rivers safe for shipping. Such bar or estuarine
hartours ars those at the mouvths of the Tweed, Richmond, Clarence,
Bellinger, Nambucca and Macleay Rivers, The natural anchorages
proviced by roadsteads at Byrocn Bay, Woolgoolga, Trial Bay and
Coff's Harbour led to these bscoming ports of call for the coastal
boats; in more recent years the construction of breakwaters at Coff's
Harbour has created en all-weathers por: ut that place. The
development during this century of rail and road transport
facliitles hus resulted in a gradvual decline in the volume of cargo
offering for cerriage by sea, bus quite a large proportion of North
Coast produces is 8311l forwarded to market by this means.

(b) Raill.

The first rallweyr to be built in this division ran from
Grafton o Murwillumbah, a distance of 147 miles. In time motor
services linked this single tracl: line with other New South Wales
- rallway lines end with Queensland. These connecting and "feeder"
motor services ran from Grafton to Xempsey, Grafton to Glen Innes,
Lismore to Tentorfield and from Murwillumbah to Coolengatta, which
is just over the Queenzlaond border. The North Coast rallway line
from Sydney was bullt in secticne: gradually the gaps were filled
in and when the bridging of the Clarcnce River at Grafton was
successfully achieved, the sublect division of the State had
complete rallway comnection with the great Metropolitan market of
Sydney. Agltation for 2 commecting link between Murwillumbah and
the Queensland rail head a% Coolangatte falled to achieve 1ts object.
However, with a view to the strategic importance of providing
unbroken rallway sommunication between Sydney end Brisbane, an
agreement was made between the Governments of the Commonwealth,
New South Wales and Gueensland, for the construction of a line of
the standarc <4 ft, 8% in. gauge of New South Wales between Kyogle
and Brisbans, the former heving previously been linked wi}h the

mein cene
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main North Coast line aI Casino. Prior to the consummation of
this afreement, the rail route between Sydney and Brisbane had
been via Northern Tableland with a break of gauge at Wallangarra
on the Queensland border. The route via Kyogle being approximately
100 miles shorter, with no need for transhipment, immediately
became the principal railroad between the two capitals., Of recent
ears, branch railway lines have been constructed in this Division
etween Glenreagh and Dorrige, and between Booyong and Ballina,
The total rail mileage within the Division (vide Railway Timetable)

is 364.
(¢) Road.

Although the necessity for some of the motor services
lessened or ceased when the North Coast railway reached South
Grafton, motor transpor: continued as an Important feature of
transport facillties within the Division and us linking it with
Northern parts of the State west of the Dividing Range and with
Queensland. Mention should be made of the regular motor services
between Lismore and Bricbane, Lismore-Cssino snd Tenterfileld and
from Grafton to Glen Innes. Rond “ransport within this Division
is catered for by many excellent main roads of which the most
important is the secticn within lts borders of the Pacifiec Highway
linking Sydney and Brilsbene. There is also the first sectlon of
the Gwydir Highway from Grafton to Collarencbri via Glen Innes,
Inverell and Mcree. These main roads are bullt and maintained by
the Main Roads DBoard of the State but the 26 Municipalities and
Shires within the Division are also responsibie for a network of
roadways, including concrete ways within a number of the
Municlpalities. Total mileage of main recads only within the
Division is 900, epproximately.

(d) Air.

Air trensport from North Coast towns, such as Lismore,
to Sydney and Brisbane, ls rapidly growing in popularity. Aeroplane
landing facilities are avallable af Lismore, Grafiton, Coff's Harbour,
Kempsey and other centres.

Mineral Resources.

Although the North Coast Division is not very prominent
in the mining industry of New South Wales, it has a number of
mineral resources worthy of mention, some of which will, no doubt,
be exploited to a much greater extent in the future. What are
known as the Clarence coal series occupy a considerable area in
the Clarence, Richmond and Tweed River districtsz, but at present
they are only considered to be suitable for locsl use; for example,
a small mine at Tyalgum supplies coal for the Murwillumbeh Electrie
Power Statlon and for household fires. Gold minin > on a limited
scale, 1s carried on in various centres, the more %mportant of
which are Coramba, Dalmorton and Dorrigo. In addition, ﬁold, in a
very fine state of division, occurs in accumulations of "black sand"
on beaches along the coast, especially between Byron Bay and
Clarence Heads. While these "black sands" have been worked

Jintermittently. ...
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intermittently in the past in search of gold, they are now more
notable for the other minerals associated therein, such as tinstone,
platinum, zircon, garnet, ilmenite and monazlte, and at present
send from boaches near Ballina and Yemba is being treated for the
recovery of zircon, rutile and ilmenite. An officer of the Mines
Department (Mr. E.J. Kennyg states that ores of antimony are
developed so typically in the Nambuceca and Bellinger River Districts
that the reglon may be regarded as an "Antimony Province": the
market for this metal, however, is subject to heavy fluctuations at
short notice; so that output has been irregular. For the calendar
year 1937, the North Coast Division accounted for 131 tons of the
State's total of 144 tons of antimony.

Deposits of other minerals, etc., have becn proved at
varlous centres, although not all are being worked at present.
Examples of these are:- bismuth in the Macksville area; molybdenum
at Kempsey and Macksville; cinnabar at Pulganbar; diatomaceous earth
(and opals) at Tintenbar and Wyrallah; manganese at lurwillumbah
and asbestos at Kyogle and Yugilbar,

AANW, & C.K,
====0000000====

A "HOME CONSUMPTION" PRICE FOR WHEAT
— RESUME OF LEGISLATION =

The Commonwealth and six States of Australia, acting in
co-operation and within the limits of their respective legislative
powers, recently made statutory provision for a scheme for the
beneflt of the wheat-growing industry of Australia, the object
being an Improved average return to the Australian wheat-grower
for the product of his labours.

The following statistics will afford insight into the
positlon of the wheat industry of Australia and will emphasise 1ts
Importance in the national economy:- '

Year Production Exports Value of orts
- 5Whﬂa% % I'lour Wheat & ﬁgour

bushels oushels &
1932/33 213,926,981 149,865,970 21,953,822
1933/34 177,337,803 87,638,144 12,140,705
1934/35 133,393,232 109, 462,298 16,219,751
1935/36 144,217,769 106,613,021 18,570,857
1936/37 151,389,952 98,837,364 24,351,714

4 Flour expressed in equivalent of bushels of wheat.

The annual averages for the 5-year period quoted are:-

Production Exports Value of Exports
bushels bushels £
164,053,147 110,493,359 18,647,370
/Aﬂy.....
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Any marked retrogression in such a valuable export
industry 1s a matter of grave concern to both Federal and State
Governments as well as those dependent upon wheat-growing for a
livelihood. The following schedule of average prices realised by
farmers at New South Wales rallway sidings shows considerable
varlations, ranging from 1/7 to 4/8 per bushel and indicates
embarrassment of the Industry due to fluctuating price levels:-

Season per bushel Season per bushel
1927/28 4/7 1933/34 2/2
1928/29 4/ 1934/35 2/6
1929/30 3/2 1935/36 3/1
1930/31 1/7 1936/37 4/8
1931/32 2/ 1937/38 3/8
1932/33 2/3

Of}ng to the low prices ruling for wheat during the
seasons 1930/31 to 1935/36, the Commonwealth Government provided
financial assistance to Australian wheat-growers per medium of
frants in the form of bounties and payments on an acreage basis

n respect of the areas sown for grain. Portion of this sum was
colleétéd by a Commonwealth Flour Tax which operated at the rate
of £4.,5,0 per ton from 4th December, 1933, to 31st May, 1934, and
£2.12,6 per ton from 7th January, 1935, to 24th January, 1936; the
balance was made up by allocations from consolidated revenue.

During the 1932/33 season the Government of New South
Wales made avallable the sum of £450,000 to be distributed to
wheat-growers in this State in conjunction with the New South Wales
share of the grant provided by the Commonwealth Government.

. No monetary aild was made available in respect of the
1936/37 or 1937/38 crops ds an improvement had taken place in both
overseas and local prices. During 1937 the price of wheat in
Sydney averaged about 5/- per bushel but by the end of August, 1938,
after varying fluctuations, a steady downward trend had brought the
Sydney value to 2/1 per bushel. On 29th August, 1938, the Prime
Minlster of Australia and the State Premiers met in conference to
consider the wheat-growing industry and as a result of the
deliberations which then took place a plan was formulated for
permanently gsslsting the industry. The underlying principle of
the scheme was the payment of a "home consumption”" price for wheat
consumed in Australia, '

At the conference referred to it was agreed that :=

(a) The States would pass legislation to fix such prices for flour
sold for home consumption in Australia as would provide for
wheat-growers a payable average price on all the wheat produced
by them.

(v) Subject to (a) the Commonwealth Govermnment would legislate to
impose a tax upon flour sold for home consumption in Australia,
the proceeds to be distributed among wheat-growers in proportion
to the quantities of wheat respectively produced by them.

/The e
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The States having fulfilled their obligations, the
Commonwealth Government passed six measures to permit of the
scheme becoming operative, each of these belng assented to on
2nd December, 1938, The Acts were:=- £

No. 48: Flour Tax (Wheat Industry Assistance) Assessment Act,1938.
Relating to the collection of the Flour Tax, lilability of
persons to taxation and submission of returns by flour millers.

No. 49: Flour Tax Act, 1938,
uthorising lmposition of tax not exceeding £7.10.0 per ton
on flour manufactured in Australia by any person and sold by
?%m or used by him in the manufacture of goods other than
our. -

No., 50: Flour Tax (Stocks) Act, 1938.
powering tax to be collected on stocks of flour exceeding
one half ton held on 5th December, 1938, by other than the
manufacturer.

No, 51: Flour Tax (Imports and Exports) Act., 1938,
roviding for tax on all flour and other wheat products
Imported into Australia on or after 5th December, 1938, for
home consumption and for wheat exported from Australla on and
after a date to be fixed by proclamation.

No., 52: Wheat Tax Act, 1938. ‘
ing provision for a tax not exceeding 1/~ per bushel for
wheat so0ld in Australia to a "wheat merchant" (includes all
persons, organisations, etc., in Australla to whom wheat 1s
sold by the producer of the wheat) on and after a date to be
proclaimed.

No. 53: Wheat Industry Assistance Act, 193E.
Dealing with the general administration of the scheme and
the allocation of moneys collected from the flour tax among
the States for distribution amongst wheat-growers, etc.

Acts Nos. 51 and 52 are intended to apply only if the
price of wheat advances beyond 5/2 per bushel, f.0.r. Williamstown,
Victoria, which is regarded as being equivalsnt to 4/8d per bushel
at country sidings. Should such a position eventuate, 1t is
proposed that Proclamations shall be issued fixing a tax upon
wheat grown iIn Australia and sold either locally or exported. The
tax 1s to be at the rate which bears the same proportion to the
excess of the price of a Bushel 0f WNELE f.0.P, Williomstown over
5/2d as the cquantity ol wheat which, 1n the opinion ol the
Commlttee appointed under the Act, will be consumed In Australila
during the twelve months followlng The preceding firsc day of
October bears to the total crop which 1s estimated to be harvested
during that perlod., 1In other words, 1if the price of wheat at
Wi1lliamstowvn should rise to 5/8d and the quantity to be consumed
in Australia is assessed at one-third of the crop to be harvested
during the particular period, the tax would be 2d, viz., one-third
of the difference between 5/2d and 5/8d. 2

The L BB
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The amounts thus collected are to be placed to the
gredit of a speclal "Wheat Tax" account and applied as hereinafter
escribed.

The legislation passed by the New South Wales Government
which 1s typlcal of that of the other States, consists of:- i

(2) Wheat Products (Prices Fixation) Act, 1938,

This Act authorises the Governor to fix by proclamation
the minimum prices at which flour may be sold and the maximum
prices at which flour, bran, pollard, bread and such other
substances declared by proclamation to be wheat products may be
sold in New South Wales or any specified part thereof by the
manufacturer. In no case shall the minimum price for flour be
less than £11 per ton delivered on the buyers' premises in Sydney
in bags and the maximum price so delivered must not execed
£13,10,0, Provision is also made for the appolntment of an
Advisory Committee of three persons Lo assist in the administration
of the Act.

(b) Wheat Industry Stabilisation Act, 1938,

Thls measure sets up the machinery to distribute the
money granted to the State of New South Wales by the Commonwealth
and prescribes the authority to undertake this work.

The method of operation of the schome is sot out below:-

(1) A Cormittee knovm as the Wheat Stabilisation Advisory
Committee was appointed under the Wheat Industry Assistance
Assessment Act 1938 (Commonwealth) to assist in the
administration of the scheme, This Committec compriscs
flve members, one of whom is to be a rcpresentative of
the consumers. Zmong the functions of the Commlttec is the
submission of recommendations to the Minister as to the
rate of tax to be Imposed in relation to (a) flour
manufactured locally, (b) flour and other wheat products
imported, (c) vheat sold loéally or exported if the price
exceeds 5/2d per bushel f.o.r. Williamstovm.

(2) In accordance with Scetion 15 of the Flour Tax (\heat
- Industry Assistance) Asseéssment Aet every porson by whom

flour 1s manufactured in Australia and who during any
month sells or uscs flour upon which tex is chargeablc musst
wilthin 21 days after the closc of the month furnish a roturn
on the proscribed form to the Commissioner showing the flour
so sold or used., Ho must also romit the amount of tho tax’
within the time statod. The ratc of tax was fixed at £5.15.0
per fton from S5th December, 1938, but thils was reduced to
£5.746 por ton from 16th Docombor, 1938, A tax_of £5.15,0
was also imposcd on stocks of {lour oxcoeding % ton held by
othor than menufacturcrs whon the schemc came into oporation,
viz., 5th Dccomber, 1938,
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(3) 4 Fund known as the Miheat Indusiry Stabilisatlon Fund" has been
established under Act No.53. Into this fund must be paid all
moneys collected from the impositlon of the flour tax. The Act
aiso provides that there shall be kept in this Fund two accounts,
vig, ¢~

(a) "The Wheat Industry Speciel Account"; and
(b) "The Wheat Tax Account™.

In the first year in vhich moneys are collected, a sum of £500,000
1s to be transferred from the general fund to the "Wheat Industry
Specilal Account" and in each yaar of the period of four vears next
succeedlng that first year such amocunt, not exceeding £500,000
as the Minlster may determine, must also bpe paid into it.

A1l amounts collected as o tax upon wheat exported from Australia
or upon wheat produced and sold in Australia must be paid into
the "Wheat Tax Account", (It should be borne in mind that this
tax 1s only payable if the price of wheat exceeds the equivalent
of 5/2d per bushel f,o0.r. Williamstown).

(4) The total amount pald into the Wheat Industry Stebilisation Fund
after deducting therefrom the amounts transferred to the Special
Account and the Wheat Tax Account, adninisirative expenses and
speclfied minor payments 1s to be applied in making payments to
the States on the basis of the proportion which the quantity of
wheat produced in each State bears to the total quantity produced
in Australia.

(5) In accordance with the provisions of sub-section 7 of Section 6 of
Commonwealth Act No.53 the States are required to distribute the
moneys paild to them by the Commonwealth emong the wheat-growers
of the States in proportion to the guantity of wheat sold or
delivered for sale by each grower during the year in respect of
which the payment is made Lo the States.

The amount must be paid to the grower irrespective of any prior
contract under which he had assigned or ctransferred his right
in the wheat.

(6) The £500,000 to be transferred to the Specilal .ccount during the
first year 1s to be allocated as follows:=

New South Weles o £100, 000
Victoria A £200, 000
South Australie “o £100, 000
Western Avstralia .. £1C0,000

The allotment was made by Parliament, provision having been made
for the amounts stated in Section 7 of the Wheat Industry
Asslistance Act. The recason for sctting aside this money from
the first year's collections was that in 1938 drought conditions
were experienced in portions of the various States, some growers
recording complete failures and others negliglovle yields, and it
was declded that they should receive assistance., The State of
Victoria suffered morc than the other Ststes, hence its higher
allocation.

/Th.e fese
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The States are required to distribute the sums mentioned
amongst distressed wheat growers in accordance with such
method of distribution as 1s decided upon by the Minlster
for Commerce, after advice from the State Ministers for

Agriculture.

It 1s worthy of note that the New South Wales Government
Ssupplemented the Federal grant by an amount of £187,000 making
the total sum avallable for necessitous farmers in this State

£287, 000,

(7) Any amount paild to a State from the Speclal Account in any of
the next succeeding four years 1s to be applied to meeting
the cost of transferring wheat farmers (under such conditions
as are approved by the Federal Minister after advice from the
State Minister for Agriculture) from lands unsuitable for the
eéconomlc production of wheat or of arranging for such lands
to be used for other purposes, Notwithstanding this provision
the Minlster is empowered to allocate the whole or portion of
the sum avallable for affording relisf to distressed
wheat-growers under such method of distribution as he may
determine after advice from the State.

(8) In New South Wales the authority prescribed for distributing
all moneys available under the scheme is the Rural Bank of
New Soufﬁ Wales and 1t will be necessary for growers to make
application to that Institution on the required forms, the

closing date proposed for the receigt of applications being
50th June, 193% ?in respect of the 1958/39 season).

(9) In the event 6f the price of wheat advancing beyond 5/2d per
bushel f,0.r., Williamstown, a tax will be imposed on the basis
described previously upon each bushel of wheat produced in
Australla and sold either locally or exported. The money thus
collected will be pald by way of financial assistance to the
States in such proportions and at times as the Minister
determines, Any amount so peid to a State must be distributed
amongst the flour millers in that State 1n accordance with such
method of distribution as is decided by the Minister after
advice from the State. The price of flour is thus intendod to
be prevented from rising above a reasonable level.

(10) The scheme Involves absolutely no interference with the methods
of buylng and selling of wheat, flour, bran and pollard or
(subject to any proclamation of a minimum or maximum price for
flour or maximum price of other wheat products) the method of
fixation of ordinary market prices. With regard to wheat the
farmer sells his available stocks when and to whom he elects
and at whatever price he negotiates with miller, shipper,
merchant, poultry farmer or other person. Conversely the
miller, shipper, etc., buys his requirements of wheat on the
open market as heretofore at market rates.

SRR e
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(11) The miller fixes the price of flour in the usual way in
relation to the fluctuations in the open market prices for
wheat and adds the améunt of the flour tax when selling his
flour to bakers, etc., but he must observe any proclamations
which may be issued from time to time fixing the minimum or
maximum prices for flour (such prices, as previously &tated,
cannot In accorddnce with the Act, be less than £11,0.0 or
more than £13.10.0 per ton, respectively), .

The State Govermment has already proclaimed £12.,10,0 per ton
(delivered on buyers' premises§ as the maximum price at which
flour may be sold in certain specified areas within the City
of Sydney and Metropolis.

(12) Poultry farmers are able to purchase their supplles of wheat
at the ordinary markst rates, while Section 14 of the Flour
Tax (Wheat Industry Assistance) Assessment Act, 1938, provides
that the flour tax shall not be imposed on bran or pollard
"which is unsultable for use as food for human consump tion"
or “ilouﬁ for use a3 or in the menufacture of food for animals
or birds".

(13) The export trade in flour is protected as flour tax is not
payable In respect of flour exported or to be exported.

(14) Growers selling wheat for seed purposes are entitled to
participate in payments under the scheme but wheat retained
for seed would not be included in the scheme as the stipulation
1s "sold or delivered for sale".

(15) There is provision in the (State) Wheat Products (Prices
Flxation) Act almlng at protecting the consumer against
excessive prices of flour, bread and other wheat products,

In this cocnnectlion a proclamation was gazetted on 9th December,

1938, under the New South Wales Wheat Products (Prices Fixation)
Act fixing the maximum retail price of a 2-1b. loaf of bread

at 53d over the counter in certain industrial areas in the City
and Metropolitan Municipalities.

It 1s not possible at this stage to state what rate per
bushel growers will be entitled to receive 28 a result of the adoption
of this plan as thls cannot be determined until the whole of the
collections have been made for the year and the total quantity of
wheat upon which payment is to be made is known. In the meantime, 1t
is anticipated that an interim payment will be made.

Experlence in the practical application of the scheme may,
of course, show, as happens in many cases where accustomed practices
are departed from, that modifications, alterations or additions are
required but these will no doubt become apparent and the necessary
remedies applled. The Govermments of Australia have taken co-ordinated
measures and have placed upon their respective Statute Books
legislation which aims at giving a modest but necessary return to
those engaged in the greatest of all Australian agricultural industries.

Gede
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PHYSICAL FEATURES, PRODUCTION AND GENERAL DESCRIPTION
OF THE HUNTER~MANNING, STATISTICAL DIVISION NO., 2.

Following on previous articles which have eppeared in our
October, 1937, and January, 1939, issues, relating to physiecal
features and primary production of the various divisions of the
State, 1t is now propossd %o deal with the Hunter-Manning, or
Statistical Division Number 2.

Statistical particulars of area and population.

facluding a considerable proportion of the more fertile
land of New South Walea, the Hunter-Manning, according to statistics
published in the New South Wales Year Book, comprises 29 local
governing arcas consisting of 15 Shires and 14 Municipalities, and
has a totel arsca of 8,395,562 acres {equal to 13,118 square miles).
Holdings of 1 acre anc upward aggregate 4,990,003 acres, of which
4,102,304 aores are londs alienated or virtually alienated, and the
balance Crown Lands. During 1936/37 112,000 acres were under 6rop
and 452,000 acres sown with gresses. At the last census, taken in
1933, this dlvisicn had a population of 302,012, whilst the figures
for the principal Sowms were:- Newcastlc and Suvburbs 104, 485,
Cessnock 14,%80, Neitland (East and West) 12,329, Taree 4,581,
Singloton 3,663, and HMuswellbrook 3,287, On a population basis,
the Hunter~ilanning renks next to the Metropolitan (or Cumberland)
Division., To a large exten:, this is due to the rich coal deposits
in the vicinify of Newcastle, Cessnock and Maitland, which materially
assisled the rapid growth of manufacturing industries at Newcastle
between the years 1911 and 1933. In that period the population of
this city (inclusive of its suourbs) increased from 54,603 to
104, 485,

Widest of the Ooastal Divisions.

Tno Grest Dividing Range takes a decided westerly bend
where it skirts the heedwaters and surrounds the valley of the
Hunter River and tributaries. It thus allows a much greater width
of coastal Helt here than elsewhere, the maximum being over 150
miles. The dividing renge in this particular part 1s of lesser
average height than the ranges furthor north and south and is not
of sufficlent altitude to have any great influence on weather and
rainfall. The greator distance of much of this Division from the
sea, howevor., is a comtributing factor towards a lower annual
avorage »oinfali than occurs in the Norith Coast Division;
neverthelcese, the range of from 22 inches per annum at Denman to
60 Inchos at Port lacquaric mar be rogarded as very satisfactory.
The mean temperatures of both winter and summer are slightly lower
then those for the Worth Coast.

Rivers and Strecams.

Like the rest of the coastal strip, the country is traversed
by numercus rivers and sizoablo streams which arc subject to periodical
floecdings., In their upper courses these rivers and strecams flow
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through broken, mountainous and heavily timbered country, while
in the lower basins undulating and, at times, extensive and very
rich alluvial flats exist, where lucerne, maize and similar crops
c?nlge cultivated with the prospect of heavy and high quality
yields. _

Of the rivers referred to, the most important 1is the
Hunter, winding its way to the sea for a distance of 287 miles.
At Singleton it has a drailnage area of 6,580 square miles and an
average annual run-off of 627,610 acre feet, Next in Importance
are the Hastings and Menning, both over 100 miles in length, while
the foremost of the smaller streams are the Camden Haven and
Wollomba, The famous Hawkesbury forms portion of the southern
boundary but, so far as Division Number 2 is concerned, 1t is
comparatively unimportant.

Extensive Coast Liqg.

The coast line of the Division takes in that strip from
Point Piloneer, slightly north of Port Macquarie (where the Hastings
enters the sea; and bearing south-west for approximately 170 miles
to Broken Bay, into which the Hawkesbury flows. Spacléus inlets and
several lakes or lagoons are to be found at intervals, The estuary
at the Hunter River has been converted Into a serviceable harbour
for the rapidly growing contre of Newcastle, while Port Stephens,
as yet undeveloped, possesses a magnificent expanse of land-locked
water, great stretches of which excced 30 feet in depth. In point
of sltuation, too, thls latter harbour is woil qualified to
constitute a comnercial outlet of the future for not only the
Huntor-lManning, but a great part of Northern New South Wales.
Broken Bay, previously referred to, also provides good anchorages.,

Picturesque Lakes.

The lakos in this Division are all coastal and do not
differ greatly in character from their prototypes occurring along
other parts of the Coast, They are partly marine and partly
estuarine. It 1s said that they were formerly coastal valleys at
higher levels than they occupy at present, and that they were
"drowmed" by the sea whon the subsidence oscurred which formed
the existing harbours and prosent coastal levels., Thelr ontrances
are in most cascs shallow and arc often blocked by the aectlion of
Sea and wind upon the sand. ZLake Macquarie, only 8 miles south of
Newocastle, is tho largost, haying an area of some 44 square miles,
A chaln of very beautiful lakes, of which the principal arc tho
Myall and Wallls, lies further north, while the popular Tuggerah
Lake 1s situated toward the southern extremity of the divlsion's
coast line. The picturesque scenery of the surrovnding country,
together with the extensive fishing and oyster grounds, has made
these lakes a mecca of tourists and holiday mekers from many parts

of the Commonwealth,

Varied primary pursults.

As may well be imagined, such a favoured area as the
Hunter-Manning is particularly well suited to agricultural and
pastoral pursuits, varied in neture and wide in scope. Projects
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as far apart in character as citrus growing and cattle raising
are actlvely and progressively carried on and, in their respective
areas, are equally successful. Furthermore, standards of quality
of the majority of products are unusually high.

Malze and Lucerne of special importance.

Malze and lucerne are perhaps the most Important crops,
the former being grown for grain and fodder, and the latter for
hay and fodder purposes. A big proportion of the mailze is produced
in the vicinity of the Hestings and Manning Rivers, with further
tracts on the Patrick Plains, near Singletor,in the viecinity of
the Hunter River. On the Manning, broom millet and lucerne, in
addition to maize, are cultivated extensively under a system of
mixed farming, with dairying on a larger or smaller scale as a
basis, Further south, on the Hunter River, maize-growing and
dalrylng give way largely to lucerne, broom millet, pumpkins,
melons, potatoes and onions, which are produced on land that ranks
amongst the richest on the Coast of New South Vales.

Production of both maize and lucerne is from year to
year gencrally heavy and, whilst the malze harvest is much less
than that of the North Coast Division No.l, it forms a big
proportion of the State's aggregate. In 1936/37, with over 30,000
acres devoted to maize, a yield of 621,933 bushels was obtained,
representing approximately one~fifth of the total for New South
Wales. The area sown to and the production of lucerne have for a
long period been important features of rural life of the Hunter-
Manning. Land set aside for this valuable fodder in 1936/37
exceeded 32,000 acres, about ecual quantities being planted for
green feed and harvested for hay. For the year quoted the yileld of
hay 1s given at 38,936 tons contributing, as in the case of maize,
a blg share of the State's total.

New green and slightly matured lucerne hay arriving from
the Hunter-Mannlng are Important and sought-after supplies in the
Sydney markets. Time and again consignments from thls area have
relieved shortages. Drought conditions accentuate the normal
request, since much of the mature hay from tableland districts is
then diverted to the west and, 1in these circumstances, Sydney
buyers rely largely on Hunter River growers.,

Other fodder crops.

Only comparatively small quantitics of oats are cultivated
and these mainly for green feed. Other failrly important fodder
crops are millet, rape and sorghum, though much of the area sown
to millet is devoted to fibre and grain production. Wheat for grain
and hay is also to be found in moderate quantities, holdings in
districts around Muswellbrook and on the Upper Hunter being
prominent in this respect, but when compared to the yields from
the far greater extent of wheat growing lands of inland Divisions,
production is practically neglizible.
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Dalrying a flourishing industry.

Naturally enough in this area, as in other parts of the
Coastal divisions, the dairying industry flourishes, The advantage
of proximity to blg centres of population serving as outlets
for fluid milk as well as butter and cheese, is an added stimulus
to the industry. The City of Sydney draws extensively on factories
in central and southern portions of the Division, such as those
located at Singleton, Dungog, Branxton, Bowthorne, Wyong and Hexham,
for 1ts daily milk suppliy. The proportion of fluid milk supplied
does not remain constant, being dependent on many factors, not the
least lmportant being seasonable conditions, but for the season
1937/38 thls division supplied 6,810,421 gallons, equal to over 25%
of the 26,544,530 gallons received by the Sydney Milk Board, For
the same year, approximately 1% miZlion gallons of milk were
delivered from factories to the Milk Board in Newcasitle, while
direct sales by suburban dairymen in the Newcastle area were
estimated to total 1% million gellons. Butter production, of course,
1s extensive, figures from 1927/28 to 1936/37 disclosing that an
approximate average of 25,000,000 1lbs., or nearly one-quarter of
the State's total, came annually from the 17 factories of the Hunter-
Manning dlvislon. The output of cheese is apprecieble, being in the
vieinity of 1,250,000 lbs. annually for the ten years to 1936/37,
representing closc to one-fifth of the cheese manufactured in New
South Wales. Subsidlary activities connected with dairying, such
as the breeding of pigs, also receive a good deal of attention, as
indicated by an examinetion of figures relating to Bacon and Ham
for the ten-year period mentioned above; the ouiput was never lower
than 1,204,470 lbs. and in one partilcular year exceeded 3,000,000 1bs.

Fat Stock Ralsing.

Not all of the caitle, however, are raised for dairying,
qulte large areas being devoted almost exclusively to besf production.
To a lesser degree, also, sheep for both wool and mutton are found
on holdings considered %o be sulted for this purpose. The reserves
of fodder in the neture of malze and lucerne play their part in the
development of high quality stock and, as a fattening area, the
Hunter-Manning is most certainly near to the ideal, for, apart from
carrying capacity, proximity to Sydney and Newcastle makes it
especlally attractive., As to the capabllitles of the division, it
is a noteworthy fact that were it not for supplies from graziers in
such districts as Dungog, Gloucester and Paterson, the numbers of
sultable beef cattle arriving st Homebush Seleyards (Sydney) during
the recent drought would at times have been reduced to a mere handful.
In periods of drought the importance of safe districts like these
cannot be over-estimated. Another feature of the division which
contributes in no small measure to the soundness of the live stock
Industry is the existence of a modern Abettoir at Newcastle (owned
and conducted on behalf of various Municipalities by the Newcastle
Dlstrict Abattoir Board and to vest in and belong to the Council of
the City of Greater Newcastle from April, 1939) which was described
in an article published in the February, 1938, issue of this Review.

(To be continued)
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SHEEP AND CATTIE SALES AT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

Sheep and Lambs in short supply.

A notable feature of the month's operations at the
Homebush Saleyards was the sudden falling-off in supplies of both
mutton and lamb. Despite the fact that the first sale held during
January saw 63,803 head yarded, which was the heaviest penning for
about 4. years, the aggregate of sheep and lambs forward for the
month was only 295,256 head or approximately 21,500 less than the
number available during December. Looking back to the month of
January, 1938, we find that consignments of sheep and lambs arriving
at Homebush Saleyards were considerably heavier, totalling 352,742
heag or 57,486 more than reached the market during the perlod under
review,

Much needed raln somewhat relieves acute pastoral position.

Although general rains were not received in New South Wales,
some measure of relief was afforded in a number of centres by fairly
substantial falls which replenished diminishing water supplles and
gave parched and burnt up pastures much needed relief. Although still
far from satisfactory, tae position is better than for some time past.

Prime Mutton and Lamb scarce.

That there 1s a scarcity of good to prime mutton and lamb
throughout the sheep raising areas of the State is evidenced by the
light supplies of quality stock reaching the Homebush Saleyards.

It cannot be overlcoked, however, that when lots showing finish came
to hand, they were very atitractive: this was the case with several
lines of prime sheep anc lambs offered during the month. For the most
part, however, the yardings included large numbers which could only
be classed as fair to medium, while many of the shecp and lambs
auctioned were extremely plain and showed the offects of the dry
season experienced.

Wide disparity in numbers penned.

One thing was particularly noticeable and that was the
irregularity of supplies. The opening sale was marked by a heavy
Yarding of 63,803 and then on the next sale day the total dropped
to 36,583 head, whilst subsequent pennings numbered 45,847, 28,497,
55,134, 26,743 and 58,649. Such widely divergent yardings are
difficult to follew and reflect on prices to create a somewhat
unstable position In the industry.

Fluctuating values for wethers and ewes.

As a result of the large number of sheep avallable during
the opening sale, when supplies far exceeded buyers' mpequirements,
competition was dull and Inactive. Operators were faced with the
necessity of holding a big proportion of the sheep over the week-end
end made due allowance for this factor when assessing values. A sharp
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decline in prices resulted, the fall ranging from 2/- to 4/- per
head. There was little change in the market for the two following
sales, but from then on values showed an upward movement so that
the fall experlenced early in the month was practically recovered.
At the final sdle held during January priées again declined sharply
from 1/~ to 3/~ per head. This irregularity of the market is a
reflex of the supplies on demand, and indicates only too well how
prices are affected by the sudden rise or fall of the number of
sheep submitted for sale.

' ‘ There were some very satisfactory prices obtained, up to
24/- for wethers and 18/~ per head for ewes being pald on several
occasions, ‘Generally speaking, however, realisations ranged from
12/~ to 16/~ for good wethers and 10/~ to 14/- for ewes, with fair
to medium sorts at relatively lower levels. Rates per pound for
mutton were on the average higher than those ruling during December
of last year but,although fewer sheep were marketed, lower than those
obtained in January, 1938. The highest price paid on the hoof
during January, 1939, was 3%d per 1b. for wethers and 3%d per 1b.

for ewes but rates were chiefly in the vicinity of 2%d to 34d for
wethers and 2d to 3d for ewes. Plain and inferior sheep were
disposed of at relatively lower values.

Hbdium to plain sheep in better demand.

A highlight of the month's operations was the improved
demand for medium to plain sheep. This was occasioned by the
scarclty of good trade mutton forcing operators to secure their
requirements from the medium to plain grades with & resultant
improvement in prices; on one occasion values for this class of
wether and ewes advanced by from 1/- to 2/~ per head.

Lamb market mostly steady.

The demand for lambs and hoggets was much steadier
throughout than was the case with sheep, due chiefly to somewhat
restricted numbers. Although the month's operations opened with a
fall of up to 1/- per head for falr to plain lambs, subsequent
sales showed a recovery, whlle values for good to prime grades also
advanced by from 1/- to 2/~ per head. This strong position of the
lamb market was not fully sustalned over the closing stages, rates
declining by about 1/~ per head. Somo of the best prices paid for
lambs ranged to 22/- per head but from 16/- to 234- were the most
consistent values. Cholce quality suckers made 6¢d per lb. on the
hoof but these were only few in number. The greater part of the
best quality lambs and suckers made 53d to 6%d per 1b. according
to welght. There was also a falrly consistent demand for hoggets
and up to 43d per 1b. was realised; mostly, however, this class of
meat was disposed of at from 3%d to 434 per 1b.

Better prices probable in near future.

Although 1t 1s not possible to forecast the future in
regard to rainfall, 1t is thought that, with the sheep flocks so
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much reduced through drought and heavy sellings by the graziers,
should beneficial rains be experienced in the country, owners will
be enabled to hold their sheep for fattening and the next wool
clip, so that there will be a scarcity of both mutton and lamb at
Homebush, with resulting high prices.

Heavy yardings of Cattle.

Large numbers of cattle continued to come forward for
sale at Homebush., There were only seven selling days during January;
nevertheless, aggregate yardings (28,297 head) exceeded the December
total by more than 1,500, although cattle were sold on eight deys
during the latter month. Only a few head, comparatively speaking,
came to hand from Queensland owners. Of the January total of
28,297, the relatively small number of 2,806 was disposed of in
the store section.

Plain types predominate.

Generally the proportion of good to prime quality ecattle
was small, large numbers of plainer types being available on each
sale day, Notwlthstanding this fact, operators were usually able
to fulfil their requirements in respect of cattle suitable for
the local trade., Under existing conditions 1t does not appear as
if greater numbers of fats can be expected at Homebush., Some
improvement in pastoral conditions can possibly be looked for in
& number of districts following the rains of late January but, on
the whole, the outlook is not very bright for other than medium
quality cattle.

Bullocks and steers principally of light to medium welght.

Bullocks and steers of light to medium weight were fairly
plentiful and mostly of fair to good trade standard., A feature,
however, was the scarclity of good quality lots of welghty bullocks,
usually odd beasts only of this deseription being available. When
offered they were the subject of keen inquiry from buyers
speclalising in this class of cattle. Many of the bullocks and
steers sold were of mixed breeds, straight lines of Durhams,
Herefords or Black Polls being rarer. Some typical sales durlng
the month were: Good qualify Shorthorn bullocks welghing 775 1b.
dressed welght sold at £13.5.0 per heed, equivalent to 34/~ per
100 1b.; Shérthorn bullocks welghing 650 1b. made £11,14,0 per
head or 35/« per 100 1b., A draft of prime Hereford and Hereford-
Durham cross steers brought £10.17.0 per head or 38/- per 100 1b,
of beef on the hoof.

Cows and heifers plentiful.

Cows and heifers, generally sveoaking, were plentiful but
large numbers of somewhat plain and inferior descriptions wero
included. However, a fairly large percentage comprised fair to good
quality trade lines, while occasional beasts of prime grade werec to
be seen. At a number of sales prime heavy cows sold particularly

well, no doubt due to the general scarclty of weighty bul%?pks,
and saee
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and as high as £12.0,0 per head was raecorded at times. The bulk

of the supply In this section consisted of mixed brecds of dairy
strain. An outstanding line of cows offered on one sale day and
which surpassed any seen for some time, wes 36 Herefords of medium
welights, ranging from 575 lb: to 620 1lb.; they brought up to £9,13.0
per head, making 29/« to 30/~ per 100 1b,

Keen request for prime vealers and yearlings.

Increased numbers of vealers and yearlings were yarded
and, although the general standard was medlum, some good to prime
lots of good breeding were to be seen, and these were usually
keenly sought after.

Values generally show downward trend.

The heavy yardings had an adverse effect on values, the
market showing a steady dowmward trend throughout the month. This
was more noticeable iIn respect of cattle lacking quality. Heavy
grades sold fairly well, while prime desc¢riptions of all classes
were not effected to such a great cxtent. At the sale held on the
19th January, reports of rain in some pastoral centres were
responsible for a tempcrary recovery in prices but this was not
maintained. At most of the auctions held during the month 1t was
noticeable that competition during the afterncon was 1nclined to
become dull and the market developecd weakness and irregularity. |

G.C, & SR,
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Auctlion Sales of New Potatoes on the North Coast
Steamship Company's wharves, Darling Harbour, Sydney.
1938/39 Season.

A feature of the 1938/3% potato marketing seascn in Sydney,
which commenced last October, is the introduction of auction selling
as the general medium for the disposal of Northern Rivers potatoes
on the wharves at Darling Harbour., In previcus seasons, sales by
auction had been held in only & few instances, as agents in general
preferred to declde on a market »ate and to arrcnge sales by private
treaty. Auction selling, howesver, has proved remarkably successful
over a number of years at the Alexandria Railway CGoods Tard and has
two main points to recommend 1t. Firstly, as growers invariably
recelve higher prices for better samples, they are encouraged to
raise thelr grading standard to as high & level ac posslble.
Secondly, 1t often occurs thet less timé 1s required for the agent
to effect the sale, The difficultiss in past years at Darling
Harbour, however, werc to congregate all buyers on the one wharf
at a set time and to ensurc that all agents would favcur the
auction. These obstacles were overcome at the commencement of
this season, and notices were issued by the agents econcerned
that all lines would be auctlioned upon arrival of the shipment.
Results surpassed expectations and all parties benefilted from the
introduction. There is every likelihood that the same method will
be favoured for the early 1939/40 crop next October, wnilst, in the
meantime, the system of sale by auection continues to operate with
customary smoothness at the Alexzandrila Raillway Goods Yard.

2 m0QO00000~ === TWMcK.
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TES CF FARM PRODUCE-AT THE ATEVANDRIA RAILWAY
GO0DS TARD AND IN SUSSEX STRZEY, SYDNEY.

i

Higher races for Potaisas,

inguinry for potatoes at both selling centres was very firm
throughout Jenuvary and stceks of 211 varieties wepre disposed of
rapidly, As wasz the case last Lorth, a proportion of the
consigmmenis from local sources had to be reconditlored before being
submitted o avetion.

o

In Suszer Sireect, The tetal quantiiy of potatoes available

-l

comprised 75,640 bags feom “l'zanla ratresonting & heavy increase
over the Decembor supply. end 7,250 begs from Western Australia.
During the Finss sk of January Tes manian Prownells were quoted at
£15.10,0 and Bilsmercks abt £1.5 ner ton, The wmarke® rates for the next
week increased to £18 and £17, »aspectively, later declining to £15
and £14 ner inn. bub,cqusttly, hovever, owing to the exzcellent
demand in svidenes, sgeats were obliged to fix the pr;ces at £20

for Broweilis and £10 :lb ) p2 fon for Bilsmereks. Similer fluetuations
were sxpericread Tor the Vﬂ“csrn Avstrallan Delaware variety which
realised from £14 to £17 ver ton, The shipments of Westcern Australian
tubers are becoming very light, as the ssason for this variety is

drawing tc a closse.
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ihe 5,832 bags of new potatoss from New South Wales centres
consigned tc llexandvria met with a gowﬁ. .."eq'coah The auctlon sales

-

were attended by a large numbsr of .ep“ewe ive buyers., who
participated keenly in the tidding 4and supyﬁﬁes auickly passed from
first hande 2% the followidg raLes i New Grade £9.10,0 to £18,5,0,
No.2 Grade £6.0.0 1o ..’L-.-.'S.ou._, Caats £8.,0.0 te £10,10.0 per ton and
é/- to 15/3 per hag.

4 noticecble Toature aboul the stocks submitted during
January waz the decrease in rocelvels of nev potatoes and the
Increased crrivals cf Bromells, _auicrﬁzng the close of the season
1 ~

for the "new" and the commencemen’ of thet for "o0ld" potatoes.

-

O “ﬂg $o the excellent demand eviden’ for onicns and the
light stocks sveilable from Australian source:s, New Zealand growers
consigned ?,;“ pags of browm un'cps o Sussex Street during the

month., The qualisy of #hs eh;rmc was reported to be fairly
satisfectory snd sales wore :eoarueu ot from £28 to £28 per ton.

A total of 7,069 Logs and 119 tonm of onions were received
in Sussex Street froa South Australlz und Victoria. it
The retes paic ior these off cr,rga were hlghner than those obtained
for some years past. The market was ext aLlcai and ready dlsposals
were effected at ths followlng levels:~ Vietoriar Brown £25 to £32,
White £20 to £30, Picklers £10 to £-u, and South Australian Whites
£25 to £28 ver ton.
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The arrivals at Alexandria comprised 429 bags from South
Australia, 320 bags from Vietoria and 128 bags from New South Wales
centres. A similar demand to that ruling in Sussex Street was
apparent and sales were made at £27 to £30 per ton for Victorian
Brovm, £28 for Brown and £26 to £28 for White onions from South
Australia, and £26.1.8 to £30 for New South Wales Browm.

Pumpkins in good request.

The market for pumpkins during January was at all times
good, although early in the month rates were lower than those
ruling in December, The 13,240 bags of Queensland pumpkins shipped
to Sussex Street were in good request and, although early
realisations were £7.10,0 to £11 per ton, closing values were £18,

At Alexandria, receivals totalled 27 trucks from Queensland
and 1 from local growers, The truck of loeal produce arrived early
in the month and sold at £7 per ton, whilst the Queensland
consignments met with good demend and renged in price from £7.10,0
to £18 per ton.

Increased offerings of Swede Turnips from Tasmania.

Tasmanlan swedes were more heavily supplied than in
December but the 2,402 bags available cleared very quickly at £10
to £22 per ton.

The first consignment of Tasmanian carrots for this
season came to hand during January; the 172 bags on offer were
disposed of at £25 per ton. ,

Request for Tasmanian peas was again strong. Stocks were
only light and were insufficient to fulfil buyers' recuirements.
Rates for Blue Peas ranged from 9/- to 12/- whilst prices for the
Grey variety were from 9/- to 11/~ per bushel. ‘

Limited request for white chaff.

Although a smaller yarding of oaten chaff, 222 trucks,
was avallable at Alexandria, rates declinsd still further. The
market was similar to that ruling during December and difficulty
was experienced 1n disposing of stocks, even at prices lower than
those quoted that month. Vendors stated that the carry-over on
the ground was fairly substantial and medium quality lines were
very hard to clear. Sales were effected at the following levels:=-
Medium £4.5.0 to £5.0,0, Good £5.5,0 to £6.0.0 and Cholce and Extra

Cholce £6.5.0 to £6.10,0 per ton.

Demand for the 48 trucks of wheaten chaff at raill was
quiet. Offerings were in excess of buyers' needs and only good to
prime chaff was in request. A few extra special lines were submitted
early 1n the month, realilsing from £5.10.0 to £6.0,0 per ton, but
the major portion of the supply was of medium to good grade and
moved out slowly at from £4 to £5 according to quality.
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Slight decline in rates for lucerne chaff.

The 108 trucks of lucerne chaff railed to Alexandria
during the month were slightly in excess of the quantity received:
during December., Disposals of all qualities were made at about 5/-
below the rates rulihg last month, but very fair clearances were
reporfed at £4.15.,0 to £5.15,0 per ton for medium, £6.0.0 to
£6.15.0 for good and £7,0.0 to £7.10.0 for prime Green lucerne chaff.

Satlsfactory market for lucerne hay.

The market for lucerne hay at Alexandria and Sussex Street
thls month was quite satisfactory and steady deliveries took place
throughout. At Alexandria stocks on offer comprised 58 trucks from
Maitland and 113 trucks from other centres, Maitland hay sold-
steadlly at the following prices:~ New Green £5.10,0 to £7.5,0,
Dry Green £5.15,0 to £7.0,0 per ton. Inguiry for the mature
varlety consigned from other districts ecentred principally around
prime dry Green, which realised from £7.10,0 to £8.,0,0, whilst
other desériptions passed from vendors' hands at values ranging
from £4.0,0 to £7.5.,0 per ton, according to quality. Growers from
the Hunter River district consigned 332 bales of New and Dry Hay
by sed to Sussex Street; thesc stoeks sold steadlly at £5.10,0 to
£6,10,0 for New and £6,0,0 to £6.15,0 per ton for Dry Hay.

Prices for Victorlan Oaten hay unaltered.,

A slightly larger shipment of Vietorian special oaten
hay, 100 bales, wes available in Sussex Street at the unchanged
rate of £11 per ton. Only a portion of the 51 trucks of the oaten
hay consigned by New South Walcs growers to Alexandria was offered
to buyers. The market was over-supplied and towards the close of
the period this commodity was practically unsaleable. During the
month some sales were reported at from £5.5.0 to £8,10,0 per ton.

Heavier arrivals of local straw.

Although smaller shipments of straw, totalling 5,030
bales, were reccived from Tasmania, this was morc than offset by
heavier arrivals at Alexandria vhere 38 trucks from New South Yales
districts came to hand. Consecuently, rcquest was somevhat restricted
and dlsposals were qulet at the following rates:- Local (at
Alexandria) £3,10,0 to £4.0,0, prime to £4,10.0; Tasmanian (in
Sussex Streect) £4.15.0 to £5.0.0 per ton.

Improved Inquiry for wheat.

The demand for the lighter arrivals of wheat at Alexandria,
aggregating 55 trucks, showed a slight improvement but prices were
lower., Sales were effected by both auetion and private treaty at
from 1/1 for inferilor to 2/8d por bushol for FeA.Q. vheat,
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Limited request for maize and oats.

Stocks of maize available at Alexandria were made up of
2,140 bags of local and 513 bags of Queensland origin, the total
being considerably above that for December. Demand was slow at
5/= to 5/8 for local and 4/8%d to 4/11d per bushel for Queensland
Yellow maize, The 1,564 bags of South Coast and 79 of North Coast
malze shipped to Sussex Street sold quietly, the low rates ruling
for wheat having an adverse effect on the request for malze. Stocks
were only partially cleared at the following rates:= Large Grailn

5/= to 5/2d, Small Graln 5/2d to 5/3d per bushel.

Portion of the 27 trucks of oats at rail was offered at
auction, realisations reported ranging from 2/7d to 3/1d per bushel.

E.A.G.
~===0000000====

TRADING IN FRUIT AND VEGETABLES AT THE
CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS.

Quality affected by adverse weather.

The excessive heat and extremely dry conditions which
prevalled during early January seriously affected the quality of
both frult and vegetables in most districts. Extensive damage was
reported from many areas as the result of bush fires and the
record high temperatures experienced on Saturday, l4th January.

New season apples on offer.

Small quantities of apples of the 1938 crop, chiefly
Democrats and Yates from Tasmania and Victoria, respectively, were
avallable during the early part of the month and prices up to 20/-
per case were recorded for the best quality descriptions. Later,
consignments of new season varieties such as Gravenstein and
lMeIntosh Red were submitted from both New South Wales and Queensland
centres. These apples were mostly small and lacking in colour and
were not easy to dispose of but larger sized coloured lines cleared
well at very satisfactory rates. Cranny Smiths from the Irrigation
Area and other early districts were also on offer and sold freely
as cookers. A comparison of prices ruling durlng the month under
review with those recorded for the same period in 1938 shows those
for the current season to be much higher, although the fruit was of
smaller size and generally lower quality.

The general trend of the market throughout the month was
downward and with supplies becoming progressively more plentiful,
small fruit became increasingly difficult to dispose of.

Choice pears 1n demand.

Williams pears were forwarded in moderately large
quantities from Victoria, and later in the month were available
from New South Wales districts, also. A good demand for choilce
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lots was experienced throughout and values were fairly regular
but with a weaker tendency noticeable towards the end.

Supplies of Valencia oranges varied from light to fairly
heavy and prices fluctuated accordingly, but only within a small
margin so that, on the whole, values were well maintained.

Peaches heavilly stocked towards end of month.

There was a good request for the light to moderate stocks
of peaches available up to about the third week .of January and
prices were relatively high. Towards the end of the month, however,
large quantities, principally Elbertas, were received from the
Irrigation Area to supplement local supplies and moderately heavy
consignments from Victoria. This resulted in a rapid fall in
quotations. As stocks could not be cleared quickly enough,
vendors were obliged to avall themselves of cool storage facilities
to avold losses, During this period of plentiful supplies demand
centred principally around choice loeal Shanghails which sold
readlly, but at reduced rates.

Nectarines from both coastal and inland districts were
also on offer but the bulk consisted of small fruit, which was
somewhat difficult to dispose of. Choice large fruit, however, was
always in request at very satisfactory prices. Supplies of plums
varied from moderate to fairly heavy. Large descriptions of quality
cleared well but small fruit was difficult to sell, Angelina
Burdett, Wickson ard Narrapcen werc the most popular varicties.

Cured lemons in request but greon fruit neglected.

Therc was little inquiry for other than choice coloured
(preferably cured) lemons carly in the period under review, but
towards the middle of the month only comparatively small quantities
wore available and clearances werc readlly effected at advanced
rates, odd sales being rccorded to 24/~ per case. These high prices
induced growers to market large quantitics of green Immature fruit
which proved to be practically unsaleablc. Othor lines were showing
the effects of tho excessive heat and continued dry weather and
were almost devold of juice. This had a depressing offect on tho
market generally and resulted in a considerable fall in rates,

Increased supplies of passion-fruit.

Values of choice passion-fruit showed a steady upward
trend until the’'cnd of tho third woek when realisations were
recorded to 12/« per half-case. With greatly inecroascd supplics
avallable, however, rates, within the spacc of a few days, dropped
to former lcvels.

Improved priccs for bananas.

Supplics of bananas were for the most part of moderatc
dimensions and consistcd of a greater percentage of the larger
silzed fruit. Therc was a good domand for choicc l4nes and, while
fluctuations occurrcd, valucs mostly werc higher. 0dd sales of
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speclal quality fruit were effected at as high as 28/- but generally
the market ranged from 14/- to 24/- per tropical case, according
to size and quality.

Pineapple market fluctuates.

_ Pineapples were plentiful durlng the first two weeks of
the month and were the most reasonably priced fruit obtainable,
Later, owing to a falling-off in supply, values showed a steady
upward trend, up to 18/- per tropical case being recorded for
the best quality descriptions, By the end of the month, however,
Iincreased consignments came forward and prices receded to former

levels.

Satlsfactory realisations for grapes.

Grapes were availablo throughout the month, first from
Queensland and later from New South Wales distriets, and very
satisfactory prices were realised, particularly for Black Muscatels,

Water Melons smaller than usual,

Felrly plentiful supplies of water-melons were forward
but owing to the hot dry weather conditions vhich prevalled
during the growing period, were much smaller in size than usual.
Prices recordod, therefore, may not at first appear to compare
favourably with those obtained in former years, but, in aetual
fact, valuecs were relatively high.

Rock Melons well supplied.,

Ample stocks of Rock Melons wero recelved from both the
Irrigation Area and loeal sources, ‘Prices were not high, the
general range being from 6/- to 9/- per tropical case but were
fairly evenly maintained throughout the period.

Green Vegetables scarcc.

Owing to tho cxceptlionally hot dry weather and the
shortage of water in many ercas, all kinds of vegetables,
particularly groens, were scarce. This was most noticeable aftor
the record high tomperatures which prevailed on Saturday, 14th

January,

High prices for peas and beans.

Usually during a time of scarclty in New South Walcs
considerable quantities of peas and beans are fortheoming from
Vietorla but as the unfavourable conditions prevailed in both
States, consigmments from tho South were limited, Apart from
the scarcity of supplics, the quality of the bulk of both the peas
and beans on offer loft much to be desired, Neverthecless, stocks
mostly were cleared readily and; while variations occurred, high
prices were roaliscd, up to 22/- and 24/- per bushel, respectively,
being recorded. The fluctuations in prices which took place from
time to time werc duc to the fact that the high rates ruling
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periodically retarded sales to éuch an extent that vendors were
obliged to accept lower values to facilitate clearances.

Prices of cabbages rclatively high.

There was a rcmarkably good demand for the moderate
supplies of cabbages available throughout the period. When the
prices obtained during the month just past are compared with those
quoted for the same period last year it is revealed that they are
much higher and, when it i1s taken into consideration that the
cabbages this season were generally much smaller and of vastly
inferior quality, it will be seen that the rates this year have
been extromcly high., Cabbages which in a normal scason would
have been ploughed in or fod to stock were brought to markct and
sold at prices which woéuld ordinarily have becn good values for
choice quality "hecads", '

Record Rates for spinach.

Spinach was in short supply and clcared rcadily at
exceptlonally high priccs. Some sales were offected for as much
as 10/= per dozen bunchos, which 1s sald to constitutc a record.
Most other kinds of bunchcd vegetables, particularly boctroot and
carrots, wore also rather scarcc and brought satisfactory rates.

Lottuce, which 1s always a good selling linc in hot
weather, met a strong reoqucst throughout the peried and valucs
of choice lots werc well maintaincd. The bulk of the offerings
was of only poor to medium quality but supplics cleared well.

Stecady demand for choicec tomatocs.

Although consignments of tomatocs were reccived from
Vietorla and Quccnsland to supploment local supplies, stocks were,
for thc most part, modcratc. Thorc was a stcady demand for choilco
quallty descriptions with buycrs showing a profcorcnecc for firm
coloured locals. Early in thc month prices tondcd to caso,
particularly during the cool changec which followod the heat wave
but later the market rocovered and closing quotations were from
1/- to 2/- per half-casc higher than the ratos ruling at tho
beginning of the period.

EOJ.C.
~===0000000~==~

The "Fruit, Flowor and Vegectable Tradcs' Journal®
(London) of 3rd Decomber, 1938, contains intercsting particulars
concerning thc voluntary schemo for potato grading, to be
adopted by the Potato Markcting Board, Great Britain, as from
lst January, 1939. This schome provides for throc standards
which must be in strict accord with the conditions undor which
roduccrs entoring tho schemo will agrec to grade, viz., Standard
?yellow 1abol;, Sclcect (table) (greeon labecl) and Seleoct (chipping)
orange label). Distinctive bag labels to indicate that the
standards have beeon adopted willl be supplicd to producers by the

Board gratils. ‘
=== 0000000 = ===
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WHOLESAIE PRICES OF VARTOUS COMMODITIES IN
SYDNEY (N.S.W.) DURING JANUARY, 1939.

The following teble glves particulars of the range of
wholesale prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the State
Marketing Bureau in respect of sales of verious commoditles during
the month of January, 19395:-

Commodity From - To
Wheat:- - /2
Bulk - old 2/3a 2/3%d per bushel.
" < new 2/5d 2/6d P "
Bagged - new 2/5%d 2/6%a " .
Flour £12,5.0  £12,10.0 per ton.
{iricludling £5.7.6 tax)
Bran £5,0.0 £5.5,0 per ton.
Pollard £5.0.,0 £6.10,0-- R 8
Eggs (Hen) 1/4d 2/~ per dozen,
Butter:- _
Cholce 161/2d per cwt.)
First Quality 156/6d " " | No verlation.
Second Quality 151/106 " " )
Cheese :~ ]
g:ige i%. Par #b'; No variation.
Special Brands 1/16 i/26. per 1b,
Pigs (Abattoir Sales):- -
Prime light porkers 29/6¢ 44/64 per head
" med.wgt., " 35/6d 50/6d " .
" heavy 5 43/6d 54/64 " "
"  baconers 55/66 76/64 " b
Backfatters £5.0.0 £10,0.0 " .

~===0000000~=~=

The Sydney Wool Selling Brokers' Assoclatlon advises
that 87,802 bales of wool, including 84,451 greasy and 3,351 scoured,
were sold in Sydney during the month of January, 1€39.

The average prices reallsed were as follow:-

Class of Wool Per Bele Per lb.
Greasy £13. S, 7 10.74
Scoured 3T ol Y 17.44d
Greasy and Scoured : £13:.:8, & 10.94

== 0000000 mw~



RETURN OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IMPORTED INTO NEW SOUTH WALES
BY LAND AND SEA - DECEMBER,1938.

PR UJI T

| PAineapples Bananas Other Tomatoes
STATE tropical tropical Fruit |half bushel| TOTALS
cases cases cases cases packages
Queensland | 16,622 10,956 24,339 1,971 53,888
Victoria 23 242 18,206 5,079 23,550
Tasmania - - 16,980 - 16,980
Sth. Aust. ' - - 3,591 - 3,591
West Aust. - - - - -
TOTALS: 16,645 11,198 . 63,116 7,050 98, 009
VEGETABLE S.
STATE Potatoes | Onions |Swedes Pumpking Melons]Eucs. & | Other Vegsd TOTALS
Chillies
————~——y. 228 Dok | Bags | Bags Tons Cretes| Cases |Pkgs. Tens | Pigs. brs
Queenslend 2,227 6,361 - 22,205{8% | 1,8601 wo 3,515 | 13% 136,343(21%
Victoria 4,094 13,02 - o) - - - o831 - ha,oes| -
Tasmania 21,128 - 664 - - - - 148 - 21,040 -
Sth. Aust. 584 1,703 - - - - - 1,991} - 4,278 -
West Aust. 17,956 - - - - - - - - 17,956 | -
TOTALS: 45,989 21,085 | 664 |22,505 8% | 1,866 79 6,417 | 13% [08,605|21%
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LAMB (Good Trade )

AVERAGE "SPREAD BETWEEN THE RETURN TO THE PRODUCER
AND THE PRICE PAID BY THE CONSUMER

JANUARY 1939

39.:57

on hoof at 17s-2d.
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