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MONTHLY MARKETING REVIEW.

A miscellany of matters relating to the marketing
of primary products, at home and abroad.

Released during the second week of each month.
Issued by authority of the Minister for Agriculture
and prepared under the direction of the Director of Marketing,
in the State Marketing Bureau, Department of Agriculture,
New South Wales, Australia.

- —

In thls issue is an article dealinc w

Statispical Division of the State. This is Ehoiggfgﬁeogogtgeggggt

of artlcl?s descriptive of the geographical, rural, industrial and
certain po;er featuros of cach of the fourteen divisions into which
New South Wales i§ divided for purposes of recording arceas and
uantiti?s of agrlcultural, pastoral and mining production and

in pa?ui pOpulat}on: These divisions corrospond very closely with
the Meteorological Divisions of the State. The Map included in this
issuec takes the place of the usual graph, In this issue only, and 1s
intonded for referonco in commection with the said series of’articles.

BUATLE Wl W e e ——— —-———

on freight rates and prices.

4, Tasmanian potato crop promises well. Estimated
exports for 1939 will reach one million bags
compared with 1,105,000 in 1938, Sydney 1s the
main market.

5. Sales of New South Wales wool for six months
ended 31lst December, 1938, totalled 624,245
bales, average realisations belng 10.64 per
1b., compared with 540,455 bales ancd 14.3d per
1b. for similar period previous year. The
respective total values were £8,391,031 and

£9,651,409.

NOTES ON SHEEP AND LAMB %UPPLIES~

e Al

Fluctuating supplies of sheep and lambs give cause for
Some wonderment. They suggest that if it were practicable to regulate
Supplies there should be an all-round improvement. The word 'regulate!
implies regimentation, unfortunately. Regimentation might be an
sasier pill to swallow, however, if coated with better average
Peturns and it must be conceded that regulation of supplies would
not be justified, if its benefits falled to include better returns

to producers,
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A miscellany of matters relating to the marketing
of primary products, at home and abroad.

Released during the second week of each month.
Issued by authority of the Minister for Agriculture
and prepared under the direction of the Director of Marketing,
in the State Marketing Bureau, Department of Agriculture,
New South Wales, Australia.
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1, The Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Fruit
Industry of New South Wales is in its final
stages and word is to hand of a similar
Commission which has been inquiring re distreses
in the Fruit Industry of South Africa.

2. In Poland retail sales of eggs must be by
_weight, not number.

3. First cargo of maize ever to be exported from
Australia to Canada arrived recently at
Montreal and Quebec = further shipments depend
on freight rates and prices.

4, Tasmanian potato crop promises well. Estimated
exports for 1939 will reach one million bags
compared with 1,105,000 in 1938, Sydney 1s the

main market.

5., Sales of New South Wales wool for six months
ended 3lst December, 1938, totalled 624,245
bales, average realisations belng 10.6d per
1b., compared with 540,455 bales and 14.3d per
1b. for similar period previous year. The
respective total values were £8,391,031 and

£9,651,408.

NOTES ON SHEEP AND LAMB QUPPLIES‘

e e

- Fluctuating supplies of sheep and lambs give cause for

Some wonderment. They suggest that if it were practicable to regulate
Supplies there should be an all-round improvement. The word 'regulate!
implies regimentation, unfortunately. Regimentation might be an
sasier pill to swallow, however, if coated with better average
Peturns and it must be conceded that regulation of supplies would
| ot be justified, if its benefits falled to include better returns

to producers, /Sheen
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Sheep and lambs are auctioned at Homebush Sale Yards
(formerly knovmn as Flemington), Sydney, on Monday and Thursday
each week. On the Thursday Iimmediately preceding New Year's Day,
approximately 36,000 head of sheep and lambs were yarded: the
following Monday belng a public holiday, that yarding had to meet
the requirements until the following Thursday, when approximately
64,000 sheep and lambs were penned for sale. Query: why 36,000 head
when the next sale-day was a week away? Query: why 64,000 with the
next sale-day only three days off and two of those Saturday and
-Sunday when killing at the Abattoirs is suspended?

What was the effect upon prices? On the Thursday which
saw 36,000 head of sheep and lambs yarded, there was a gain in
values of from Two Shillings to Four Shillings per head for sheep
and from One Shilling to One Shilling and sixpence per head for
lambs and hoggets. These substantial gains, it 1s regrettable to
say, were entirely offset on the following Thursdsy when, as
stated, yardings of sheep and lambs were in the vicinity of 64,000,
On that day, recession of prices corresponded with the advance of
prices on the previous Thursday, and the recession applied to
almost double the number of animals. Admittedly, this was an
exceptional fluctuation as to range, but reference to the records
of yardings of sheep and lambs throughout the past twelve months
reveals more than a few instances of fluctuations that could have
been expected to adversely affect prices levels,

——— .

Notes of this description are not the place for complete
or searching examination of cause and effect, but a little analysis
may not be out of place, Purchasers of the 64,000 head bought
with the knowledge that, with only one day left in the week for
killing, they would necessarily have a substantial carry-over
into the followlng week. They knew, too, that fresh yardings would
be offered on the following Monday (actually 36,000 sheep and
lambs came to hend) and realised that the carryover would have to
be shifted into waiting paddocks (or shepherded in near-by
localities) and fed and watered for at least two days. They
realised, too, that the utmost care of the sheep and lambs thus
held would not prevent falling-away of condition and out=-turn of
carcase weights (particularly as regards lambs), One would
expect buyers to make due allowance for thesec considerations.
Hence, no doubt, the recession of prices and the swallowing-up
of the producing industry's gains of a week earlier.

On the face of it, there appears to be need for regulated
Instead of haphazard despatches to the Saleyards. As to the
difficulties of regulation, one cannot say much here. Varying
seasonal conditions in different parts of the producing areas of
the State and varying degrees of abllity on the part of producers
to hold thelr stock would probably be outstanding among them,
No doubt, too, there would be widely divergent personal attitudes
towards such regulation and altogether the promotion of co-ordinated

/effort seew
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effort in this field could be expected to be as difficult as in
many another. It 1s a fact, however, that, not infrequently,
progressive industries find both ways and meanc of overcoming
difficulties of the kind.

How 1s the consumer affected by irregular supplies of
cattle and sheep? The consumer is affected throush the consequent
vagarlies of retail prices. High prices in the retail butchers?
shops reduce the average consumer's inclination or capacity to
buy usual quentitles of meat. It is true that we are a people
accustomed to a relatively high ration or consumption of meat but,
even with us, there are directly competing foods such as eggs, as
well as others of a less directly competitive character, whose
inereased usc may and not uncommonly does mean reduced consumption
of meat. Apart from relatively high prices and not forgetting
that occasionally the fluctuation carries prices below the
average mean, 1t has always to be remembered that instability
of retail prices makes for difficulty in household budgeting and
prejudices the items ccncerned, as to their use by a great
majority of citizens.

_ AAW,
====0000000====

INCREASED SURCHARGE ON GOODS IMPORTED INTO
NETHERLANDS INDIA.

The Secretary, Department of Commerce, Commonwealth of
sustralia, reports that advice has been received from the Australian
Government Commissioner at Batevia to the effect that after
January lst, 1939, the surcharge on goods Imported into Netherlands
India will be increased from 25% to 50%. Thus the duty on Australian
butter, instead of being 12% ad valorem, plus 25% surtax (e 15% ad
valorem in all) as at present, will be 12% duty, plus 50% surtax,
or 18% ad valorem.

The Australian Government Commissioner made representations
to the Netherlands Indian Authorities in the hope that, in the
case of butter, the surcharge would not be increased, and, in the
case of flour, the reduced rete of 6% ad valorem would continue to
operate, It is regretted, however, that these representations were
unsuccessful. From January lst, 1939, the duty on wheat flour will
be 12% ad valorem, and, in accordance with the practice established
in previous years, no surcharge will be imposed.

~===0000000=~~~
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PHYSICAL FL.TURES AND PRODUCTION OF THE
NORTH CO.ST ST.TISTICAL DIVISION 1O.1.

— e

Introductory.

A general resume of the Statistical Divisions of New
South Wales was published in the October, 1937, issue. It is now
proposed to deal more fully with the particular divisions, commencing
with the North Coast Statistical Division No.l. For the convenience
of readers, a map of the State, shovin; each of the Statistical
Divisionsz, 1s placed in the back of this number.

The arezx of lle'r South Wales lying between the sea on the
East and the Great Dividing Range to the West is substantially,
though not holly, its coastal section and that section extending
over a distance of approximately 700 miles from the Queensland
border In the North to the Viectorian border in the South is divided
into four Statlistical Divisions, viz,, the North Coast (NWo.l), the
Hunter-lManning (No.2), the Metropolitan (No.3) and the South Coast
(No.4). For the most part the "estern 1limits of these coastal
statistical dlvisions have becn placed east of the main ridge or
ridges of the Great Dividing Range and they vary in width from
sca-shore to their respective western boundaries from an average
of about 56 miles in the North Coast Division and an average of
about 36 miles in the South Coast and Metropoliten Divisions to an
averapc of approximately 80 milee in the Hunter-Mamning Division.
Apart from river flats, the characteristic topographical feature
of this coastal scction of the State is its undulating to hilly and
mountainouc terrain, well-watered by coastzl rivers, of which the
most lmportant (procceding from North to South) are the Tweed,
Srunswick, Rlchmond, Clarence, Bellinger, Nambucea, Hacleay,
Hastlings, Camden Haven, lManning, Wollomba, Karuzh, Hunter,
Hawkesbury, Shoalhaven, Clyde, Moruya, Tuross, Beza and Towamba.

North Coast Division No. 1.
Arca, Population and Climate.

According to the New South Wales Yecar Book, the North
Coast Statistical Division, which extends from the Quecnsland
border to slightly south of the Macleay River, 1s contained in 26
local governing areas, consisting of 16 Shires and 10 Municlpalities,
the combined areas of which total 6,965,288 acres (= 10,883 sq.miles),
of which 3,343,884 acres are alienated or in process of alienation,
whilst 3,621,404 acres are unalicnated Crown Lands. The holdings
in this area inelude a proportion of unalienated Crovm Lands held
under lease as well as most of the alienated lands and comprise in
all 4,737,858 acres. In 1936/37 approximatecly 129,000 acrcs were
under crop and 1,625,000 acrcs carried sown grasscs. At the time
of the 1933 census the population was over 146,000. Somec of the
morec Important towns in order of population arc Lismore (11,700),
Grafton (6,400), Casino (5,300), Kempsecy (4,800) and Murwillumbah
(3,200). The climate of the North Coast is mostly sub-tropical;
the winters are mild and, although humid weather 1is cxp?rienced in
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the helght of summer, there is an absonce of extremes of heat or
cold which makes this a climatically favoured rc-icn. The average
annual rainfall ranges from approximately 37 inches at Grafton and
Tabulam to ncarly 80 inches in the vicinity of Byron Bay and
Dorrigo. The mean temperaturc foy thc year 1s from 66 to 69 degrees,
the summer mean being 75 to 77 degrecs and the winter mean 58 to

50 degrecs. $

Dairying the chief Industry.

Foremost in the industries of this division of New South
Wales is the dairying industry. The possibilities of the north
coastal rivers and the area vatered by them were first widely
reallsed by dairy farmers of the South Coast of thc State in sbout
1880. A substantial migration from the south to the north followed
and since thon dairying has advarced to bocome the most important
Industry in this section of the State, The considerable extent of
rich pasture lands gives i1deal conditions Tor the railsing of dairy
herds, whilst the moderate climate and ample rainf:ll are also
extremely helpful factors in procduction. The manufacture of milk
products In this division 1s considerable. Factor:2s have been
established at Kempsey, Ulmarr:c, Grafton, Casino, Lismore, Byron
Bay and numerous other tovms for the propsration oi butter., There
are also factories for other processsd daiiy products, such as
checse, condensed milk and caseir.

Of the total of 98 butter factories in New South Wales,
387 arc situate in this Division end the leter are responslble for
more than half the annuel production of bu:ster in tae State. The
pre-eminence of this Division in relition o butter production in
Newr South ‘“ales may be illustrated ln anoher wuy. If the 98
butter factories of the State be listed in order o! production in
respect of a recent period for vkich figurcs are available, eight
of the first ton places ars filled by Nortl Coast :aectories.

Most of the dairying activities 'n this civision occur
within twenty or thirty miles of the sea, "ut largc numbers of
cattle are also grazed on the focthills and in mow tainous country
to the west, many of these being marketed :'or besf purposes.
Pasturage, consisting in the mair of paspaium dilatatum (but also
including grasses such as couch, Rhodes, witer couch, cocksfoot,
ryc, kikuyu and clovers) is normclly availuble in the dairying
arcas throughout the whole yecar, though, oi course, growth falls
awey considerably in the vinter wonths. Fodder corservation,
principally by the conversion of grecn erops such os maize,
sorghum, etc., into silage, is receiving i..creasing attention, in
order to provide reserves of feec for use ‘n the colder months or
during dry spells., It is not the practice to provide housing for
dairy cattle in the winter, as ir meay other count:ies.

Maize the principal Crop.

On account of its valuc for foddcr, maizc 1s growm in
nearly all areas where deirying is the chinf indusiry. In the
North Coast Statistical Division, malze production is sccond only

t0 . owe
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to dairying in importance. The river flats are occasionally
inundated by floods which supply o riech deposit of silt, forming

a soil in vwhich maize grows to perfection. Sufficiont moisture

is normally precipitatod to help the growing crop, whilst at the
period of maturity the maize 1is substantially assisted by the warm
weather. The North Coast contributes almost half of the State's
annual production of muize; in addition to some 48,000 acres for
graln, a further 6,000 acros of maize were groim for greon fodder
in this division in the 1936/37 scason. '"he largest maize-growing
districts in this Division, in order of volume of production, arc:=-
the Richmond, Maclcay and Clarence River arcas. Largo quantitics of
maize arc socnt to the Sydney market cach vyear, vwhilst local
consumption for plg food and fodder for other stock is oven groeater,
In a good season yields of cighty and more bushels of maize to the
acre arc produccd on river flots, and on less fortile soils, whcere
maize ic grom for farm consumption only, from thirty to forty
bushels por acrc can be obtained. The pericds of maturity range
from January to March for carly maizo and Aprii %o July for later
crops.

Pig-raising of considerable importancc.

Pig-raising may be rogarded as the third industry in
importance and is carricd on more or less in conjunction with
dalrying and maizc growing. Tho climatic conditions arc, as & rule,
particularly favourablec to the production of mell-devcloped and
healthy swinoc. In this industry, New South Wales lsads the other
States and, 1in production, thc North Coast division is the most
important in New South ‘/ales, over forty por cent. having been
raised in that area in the scven vears cnded 30th Junc, 1937.
Moderate numbers arc marketed as pork but the curing ol bacon and
hams is by far the more important side of thc industry. Over the
ten years onded 30th Junc, 1937, the bacon and hom production of
the North Coast was scecond only to the Metropolitan Division,
vhich draws on other parts of the State for a great part of 1ts
live plg supplies. By using products of both dairying and maize-
growving, the North Coast farmer is able to raisc pigs relatively
caslly and economically. Thers is still scope for considorablo
extension in this industry, as it is b ro moans fully developed.

Banana culturc a featurc.

Of tho primary industries which remain to be cnumercated,
banana-growing is possibly the most outstonding., The semi-tropical
conditions which prevail on the North Coast arc eminently suitable
for the growing of this fruit; fortilc hilly slopes with the
advisablo altltude above frost lovsls and vithin rcach of sea
breczes, are favoured sites for the plantaticns, A raepid development
in banana culture was apparent in the Twoed River districts from
1914 to 1922 but betweon the latter vear and 1927 a virus discasc
knovm as "bunchy top" almost destroyed the industry. Suhsequent to
1927, however, a system of quarentlne and rigid control cnabled the
Industry to reccover fully from the outbreak. According to the
Officlal Yoar Books, Cormonwcolth of Australia, for the years 1934
to 1937 (the latest available) both the acrcago under bananas in

| . V4.3 PR
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New South Wales and the valuc of the crop have becn greator than
the acrecage and valuc of bananas in Quoonsland in the financial
vears 1932/1933 to 1955/1938, Inclusively; previously Qucensland
had led the vay in this rospcet. The major portion of thc Now
South ""alos production of bananas 1c gro'm in tho districts watered
by the Twoed, Brunsvick, Richmond and Nambuecca Rivers and in arcas
adjacont to "oolgzoolza and Coffs Harbour.

......

The lower portionas of the Twecd, Richmond and Clarcnco
soctions of the MNorth Coast division arc notablc for the procduction
of the only sugar cane grovn commercially in Nowr South "lales;
although the cuantity is small in comparison 'ith thet produccad
in Juecnsland, considerably more could be grovm and, as it is,
tho inecomo from this industry is an appreociablc contributor to
the wecalth of the distriets montionod. Actually, sugar-canc
gro7ing in Australis commoneod horc. For the decade ondod 30th
Junc, 1937, the average annual aercagoc of sugar canc harvested
wes 8,523 for an avorage roturn of £311,240 or £36.10.4 per acrc,
The canc harvested iz erushod in the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company's mills at Condong, Broadwatcr and Har:rood, and thc rav

sugar shipped to Pyrmont, Sydner, for refining.

A prosont and potentizl source of woalth.

A highly important industry ~hich muct not boe overlooked
ic timbergetting with itc associcted saw-mills. Notable among the
earliest scttlers of the Northern Rivers worc Limber cutters,
attractod primarily by the abundanecc of ccdar; as timber-cutting
progressed, tho country was opcncd up and the possibilitios of
the land for farming pursuits beeamc apparont. Vast cguantitics of
valuablc timber havc alrcady beon cut for nilling and for railway
sloopors, tclegraph poles, ote., and cven morc dcstroyed as a
prcliminary to cultivation, so that thc morc rozdil— aceossible
forests and scrubs have boen depleted; ncvertholoss, goodly arcas
of original forest still romein, cspceially in mountiinous scetions
botweon the Macleay and Clarcnce Rivers, of ~hich tho Dorrigo
region is the most notablc, On the spurs of the KePhcrson and
Great Dividing Ranges to thc north and wost of Cazino ncar to the
Queonsland border othor v:luable and oxtensive tracts oxist. This
North Coast Division posscsscs a groater variety of speccles of
timber than any othor part of New South Walcsi the chief of those
speccies are Hoop Pinc, Ccdar and Hardroods such as Blackbutt,
Tallowwood, Spotted Gum, Flooded Gum and various Bruch ioods. Tho
Hardwoods constitute the bulk of the timber milled now=a=-days, a8
tho Cedar has becn moetly cut out and what romains is chicfly in
inaccessible localities, whilst the Hoop-pinc hce been conciderably
dopleted. With the object of re-establishing the Hoop=-pinc forcsts,
the Forestry Commission has o nursery at Brooklana, on the Bastorn
Dorrigo, for the propagation of scedling trocs to be utiliscd in
1ts roafforestation programmc.

R R
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The magnitude of the timﬁer—getting industry in the
North Coast Division is illustrated by the Forestry Commission's
figures of "Gross Timber Consumption" (expressed in superficial
feet) for the year ended 30th June, 1937, for the Casino and West
Kempsey Forestry Districts:-

Hardwood  Hoop Pine  Brushvood  Fuel TOTAL
(Super.ft.)
| Casino 50,689,620 13,168,987 5,540,047 10,302,125 59,700,779

|est Kempsey 59,859,085 4,047,299 16,026,929 87,575,000 117,508,313

The boundaries of the Forestry districts do not correspond
with those of the Statistical Divisions, but the Casino District
lies principally within the North Coest Division, and the West
Kempsey District, although extending south into the Hunter-Menning
and west into the Northern Tableland Division, has 1ts main timber
country in the North Coast Division betweer. the lacleay and Clarence
Rivers.

Estuarian Fisheries.

The estuaries and ocean inlets of this richly-endowed
Division figure importantly in the fishing industry of New 3South
Yales; the largest fishing centres are based upon the Tweed,
Clarence and Macleay Rivers. In addition to catering for local
requirements, considerable cuantities are shipped from time to
time to Sydney and also to Queenslend markets. Including prarms,
crayfish, crabs and oysters, as well as fish, the average annual
value produced in the five years ended 1937 (as recorded by the
Fisherics Branch of the Chief Secretary's Department) was £99, 467.
By systematlic and scientific exploitatlion of the ocean waters
adjoining, that figure will doubtless be substantially exceeded in
the future.

......

St1ll another important item of production, and one of
the few remaining ones which can be treated here ac a geparate
industry, is the growin:, of potaetoes on the North Coast. As a _
general rule, the potato sowings take place in rotation with matze.
The rich soils are well adapted to potato production and, with the
assistance of regular rains, a good marketeblie product is usually
ready by the month of October., Harvesting of potatoes 1s mostly
completed by December when the ground is prepared for the late
maize crops. The ,ouantities produced are arprceiable and coming,
as they do, when other New South ''ales stocks, as also Tasmanian
shipments and Vietorian supplies, are dvindling, they aro a welcome
supplement to potato supplies in the North Goast tomns and on the
Sydney market,

Numerous miscellaneous items of production.

Many other items descrve mention. lieize has already been
the subject of a paragraph and reference =hould also be made to the
large arcas of other fodder cerops grown for the use of tho dairy
herds and pigs, the chlef of these in 1936/37 being Oats (10,000

/acres)...
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acres), Rape, Sorghum, etc., (19,000 acres), Luccrne (5,000 acres)
and Rye (2,000 acres), the produce vhereof is utilised principally
in the fecding of the stock on tho farms. Various tropiczl fruits,
such as pineapples, papa7s and mangoes yicld satisfactorily in
selected localities. Pumpkins and onilons are successfully grovm, the
latter mostly for local requiroments. Other crops of importance
include tomatocs, beans, cucumbers, sweet potatocs, swede tupnips
and passion-fruit. Broom millet is also produced. Mention of
tomatoes 1s rominder that included in this Division arc some of the
most highly-favoured districts of the State for production of this
popular produet. Large and increasing quantities of high-grade
tomatoes are grovn, principally for thce Sydney markct, the
production in 1936/37 amounting to approximately 122,000 half-cascs.
The facillties for pascion-fruilt production should zliso be noted as
this fruit, likc tomatoes, is the subject of growing demand.
Considerablc attention has been devoted in rsecant years to the
cultivation of bcans, heavy consignments of “hich are forwarded to
the Sydney market from timc to time. Thco odible nut commonly knowm
as the "Quecnsland Bush-nut” (Macadamia ternifolia) is indigenous
to portions of this Division of New South Wales and capsble of
fairly extensive cultivation for commercial production,

Popular with tourists end holilday makers.

This article would not be complete wilithout mention of
the scenic and holidcy attrections with which the North Coast
abounds. A rich cndowment of river, sea and mountain sccnery is
generously supported by the exotic becauty cf sub-tropical vegetation
and plant growth. In such environment, the various farming
activities have added attrection and towvms and villages a distinctive
appcal for tourists. The numerous scaside resorts arc very popular
with visitors from othe¢i contiros of the State, as well as from
Victoria and Quecnslaend,

Schedules of Production and Livestock.

The following schedule, compiled from the New South Wales
Statistical Register, shows the average annual quantitles of the
various primary products of major importance hich oro produecd in
the North Coast Statistical Division during the flve voar period
ended 30th Junc, 1037:=-

ﬁorth Coast Division - Average Annual Production

Tive Yoars ondcd 30th Junc, 1007,

Dairy:

Butter =5 68,891,339 1lbs.

Cheese e 885,962 "

Bacon and Hams k- 8,800,719 *
Mailze _— 1,404,615 bushels
Potatocs s 4,756 tons
Other Root Crops 3% 1,801 "
Bananas a'® 908, 065 casos
Sugar Canec .o 254,160 tons
Tomatocs e 92,372 -cascs
Becans and Pecas (Valuc).. £13,636

FiSh ) 5,926,559 leJa /An o,
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An estimate only 1s possible of the value of the
foregolngz production. On the basis of last year's wholesale
prlices levels in Sydney for the commodities previously mentioned,
wvith timber added, a total of £7,250,000 i1s suggested as a possible
approximation of total value.

Based on figures published in the Statistical Register,
the average annual numbers of llvestock in this Division over the
same period were -

Horses 55,275
Cattle - Cows in Reg;stered Dairles 529,281

" - A1l Other 2o 322,026
Pigs iy wie 164,212

.{n.\. Q.Pk "l‘.'.! .y C .I:. & T e I’ICK.
~===0000000==-~

DOMESTIC MARKETING REGULATED IN 3BRAZIL.

According to a recent issue of "Foodstuffs Round the World",
Decree Law No,620 of August 17, 1938, regulates the organization of
fruit and vegetable markets in the prlncirai’consum*1“ centres of
Brazil, and creates the entrepot for the Federal District. These
marts will promote, under commercial classifications, the sale,
storage and preservation of fruit and vegetables, Products to be
sold in the surrounding arcas must pass th;ou”h the established
markets, excepting those intended for fndustrialization or which
may be sold at retail by small registered producers. Official
supervisors will conderm all products considered unsuitable for
consumption and industry.

To regulate the market supply, fruit and vegetables will
be warchoused in cold storage. Existing cold storage facilities
as well as any market centres or cold storage plants subsequently
organized by co-operative associations or companies, as provided for
by the Decree Law, will come under the supervision of the Ministry
of Agriculture. Other than for cold storage, charges wlll not be
Imposed on products for the obligatory inspection and commerecial
classification. Buying and selling, wholesale or retail, will be
carried out by official auction. Only small producers duly registered
at the Ministry of aAgriculture will be permitted to scll at retail.

By the terms of the Decrec Law, companice desiring to
erect cold storage plants for warchousing fruit and vegetables will
be exempt from taxation and will be granted facilities for importing
necessary refrigeration squipment. Speculative operations, monopolies,
and the retention of products cither within or outside the areas of
distribution will be prohibited. The market will maintain a service
for the publication of bulletins containing guotations and the
detalls of auctions. The Decree Law further states that the
Government will order the revision of taxes and charges rclating to
frult and vegetables in order to lower sclling prices.

=~===0000000====




-116~-

A SURVIY OF SOME OF THE METHODS ADOPTTED FOR
FIN .NCING M\RKETING ORGANIS TIONS OR SCHEMES .

T  meew w s BN e e 8

In the three instalments of this article already
published, the methods adopted for the financing of marketing
boards in New South Wales and similar organisations in Cueensland
and Great Britain have been dealt with. The serles is now
concluded (following visit of Director of Marketing to Melbourne)
with a survey of the principal features of the financial provisions
of the Marketing of Primary Products --ct, 1935, of Victorla, and
their application by the Marketing Boards constituted under that
Let.

In December, 1935, the State of Victoria passed an Act
resembling closely but not completely copyingz the New South Wales
llarketing of Primary Products Act, 1927-1934. The financlal
provislons of the Victorian Act depart substantially from the New
South Wales model. They include one whereby a Board may arrange
with the Treasurer of Victoriz for advances to cover expenses of
formation and administration incurred prior to the receipt by the
Board of the commodity in relation to which it i1s established.
Under subsection (i) of Section 18(1) of the Victorian .et a Board
is permitted to deduct from the net proceeds of the sale of the
commodity in respect of vhich it is established, an amount not
excecding one half-penny in the £ of such proceeds for the purpose
of establishing a reserve fund to be used for any purpose in
connection with the operations of the Board, Under Section 32(1)
a Victorian Marketing Board is empowered, with the approval of the
Governor in Council, to make a levy on, and to be paid by, the
producers of the commodity controlled by the Board in such amount
or at such rate and to be paid by such persons and on such basis
and for such period or otherwise as the Board, "with the approval
of the Governor in Council and by notification in the Govermment
Gazette, specifies", and "may in any case where it thinks fit
retain the amount of such levy out of the funds in its hands
arising from the sale or pledge of the commodity".

Still dealing with the Viectorian Marketing Act, the
proceeds of any levy imposed under Section 32(1) are to be paid to
the credit of a special account in the books of the Board snd
applied:-

(2) In payment of such administrative expenses of the Board
as the Board from time to time determines.

(b) In payment of any advances made to the Board for the
purposes of the ict.

(¢) In establishing and maintaining a fund fareffecting
insurances against pests, fire, haill, flood or other

casualty. /(a)
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(d) For use in co-operation with the Department of
‘griculture or any other Government Department in
1ts instructional or experimental work in connection
with the commodity in relation to vhich the Board is
constituted.

The Chicory Marketing Board of Victoria:

In a recent majority decision of the High Court of
‘ustralia in the case of Matthews v, Chicory Marketing Board of
Victoria (two out of the five Justices who heard the case dissenting)
the imposition of any levy in accordance with Section 32 of the
Victorian Marketing of Primary Products ..ct, 1935, was held to be
invalid by reason of the provisions of Section 90 of the Constitution
of the Commonwealth of ‘iustralia, which stated that the power of the
Commonwealth Parliament to impose duties of customs and of excise,
and to grant bounties on the production and export of goods should
become exclusive, etc, The levy by the Chicory Marketin; Board of
£1 per half-acre on all areas in Victoria planted with chicory
during the year ended 30th June, 1937, was held to be in the nature
of an exclse duty. It is understood that this judgment could be
the subject of appeal to the Privy Council and it will be
interesting to learn whether any such action is contemplated or

taken.,

Three other Marketing Boards have becn constituted in
Victoria, namely, the Onion, Egg and Maize Marketing Boards,
respectively.

The Egg end Egg Pulp Marketlng Board of Victoria:

This Board which was established on 10th February, 1937,
consists of four members elected by the producers and one member
nominated by the Government. ..fter approximately six months
organising to enable the control of the industry to be changed
with a minimum of inconvenience to all conccrned, the first pool
was launched on 16th ..ugust, 1937, on which date all eggs produced
in the State of Victoria werc divested from the producers and
became wvested in the Board; owners of 25 hcens or under were
exemptod from the operations of the fct.

As this Board does not own or conduct a selling floor,
eggs are received, candled, graded and sold on its bechalf by 28
approved merchants acting as its agents. The ‘Board determincs the
prices at which egss, in their preseribed grades, shall be so0ld
locally. It grants (or withholds) produccr agencics entitling
poultry farmers to sell dircet, under prcseribed conditions, and
conducts the pooling activities implicd in the “et. The Board
determines an estimatod quota of egps for export and instructs 1ts
authorised Agents to submit eveory egg of a quality suitable for
export for examination by officers of the Dcpartment of Commercc.

The Board's ‘gents remit direct to the producers net
advances on all eg;s rcceived, such net advances consisting of the
market price, as determinced by the Board from time to time, less
the approved deductions of :-
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1d per dozen Pool Deduction.
24" " Grading Charge.
4% Selling Commission.

The Producer Agents, who number approximately 3,000,
are required to furnish to the Board monthly returns of their sales,
and to forward with each return pool contributions at the rate of
one penny per dozen eggs sold,

Inclusive of the Producer Agents, but exelusive of ovners
of 25 hens or under [who are exempt), the producers sending their
egss through the authorised channels number 20,000. Of the eggs
marketed, the Board's Agents handle approximetely 75% and the
Producer Agents the remainins 25%.,

The administretive expenses of the Board, together with
various stabilising and ecualisation costs of the Pool, are met
from the 1d per dozen Pool Deduction (or contribution) deducted by
the authorised Agsnts or remitted by the Producer Agents. The
First Annual Report of the Board shows that for the 1937/1938 Pool,
covering a period of 46 weeks from 16th August, 1937, to 2nd July,
1038, Pool contributions totalled £67,743.13,2, whilst Expenditure,
etc., amounted to £42.756.9.7, leaving a surplus of £24,987.3.7,
from which it is proposed to pay producers a final advance of
one~third of a penny per dozen on eg5s supplied to the Pool. The
total production for the Pool was 16,258,478 dozen, of which
5,400,200 dozen were exported overseas in shell, the equivalent of
182,066 dozen was exported overseas in pulp, while 12,676,212
dozen were sold on the local market, either in shell or pulp form.
The average prices paid and the marketing costs, ete., were stated
to have been:-

Pence per dozen

Average gross price for all grades 14.58
Less Marketing Costs 44
14.14

Board Agents! charges for grading,
selling, commission and cleaning 1.37
Board's expenses .19 1.56

—

Average net return to producers 12.58

The Victorlan Mailze Marketing Board:

With jurisdiction over the whole of that State, this
Board also consists of four growers'! representatives and one
Government representative, who hold office for a period of two
years, The Board does not conduct a sclling floor, but appoints
tvo agents only to act on its behalf, allowing 235 commission to
those agents, who pay 2% commission to country agents who inspect
Samples, arrange deliveries, threshing and truckings. The City
/agents....
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agents pay a first advance against the maize to the growers. The
difference between the advancc paid to the growers and the price
realised is transmitted by the City agents to the Board and out
of that balance the Board's running expcnses are deducted, the
surplus being distributed amongst the producers as a final
payment, Should 1t be found necessary to store maize, the Board
roceives an overdraft from its bankers.,

The Onion Marketing Board of Victoria:

A poll of producoers held on 3rd February, 1936, bheing
in favour of 1ts establishment, this Board was constituted on
26th March, 1936, to control the marketing of onions throughout
the State of Victoria. Consisting of four members representing
the producers and one Govornment represcntative, the Board has a
two year tcnure of office, the present onc being appointed as
from 5th April, 1938. A poll of producers held on 2nd Deecember,
1938, favoured the continuance of the control of the industry
by the Marketing Board.

Onions produced in the State are vested in the Board
and arc received at depots situatcd In the chiel contres of
production, where they are stored in racks and trays for bagging
and delivery as required to fulfil orders. The growers recceive
a first advance payment on delivery, and subsequent payments
according to the surplus accrulng from rcalisations after the
various costs of administration, handling and marketing expenses
have been deducted.

As the onions s0ld later in the season have to be picked
over periodically, the costs incurred are heavy. Moreover, a
considerable proportion of the onions produced in Victoria has
to be exported to other States, principallr to New South Wales,
but limited guantltles are purchased by South :iustralian and also
New Zealand buyers; the Board sells the exported onions on an
fe.0sbe Victorian port basis, These two factors complicate the
marketing of thls product, and also render it necessary for the
Board to arrange financial accommodation (on the securlty of the
onions vested in the Board) to mcet the advance payments to growers
and the administrative and marketing expenses prior to sales belng
effected; thils accommodation is licuidated from subscquent
recalisations., As the onions received each scason are handled on
the pooling system, total costs are debited pro rata and
realisations credited similarly.

The Onion Marketing Board has endeavoured to popularise
onions, and conducted an advertising campaign in Sydney and
elsewhere during 1937 by radio, postors, rccipc booklets, ctc.

C.K.
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SHEEP 'ND CATTLE S'LES AT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

- . — ——

Sheep and lambs fairly plentiful:

Despite the protracted spell of heat wave conditions
during the month of December, supplies of sheep and lambs at
Homebush Saleyards were moderately heavy, totalling 316,819 head,
or over 13,000 more than the number penned in November., This
total, however, represented a decrease on that for December, 1937,
when 333,365 head were yarded.

Grazlers generally experience unfavourable year:

The year just past has been unfavourable in so far as the
fat sheep and lamb industry of New South Wales was concerned and
to say that it has passed through a very difficult time would not
in any manner be overstating the situation. Graziers experienced
meny setbacks but perhaps the worst were the drought conditions
vhich prevailed and the incidence of the grasshopper. In quite
& number of districts flocks were considerably reduced by mortality
during the drought. Again, too, the lamb drop was far short of
that of normal years, so that consignments of sucker lambs to
Homebush decreased and, in many instances, lacked the bloom so
desirable in this class of lambs. That the country, particularly
those areas from which supplies of mutton end lamb for Sydney's
requirements are principally drawn, is passing through another dry
spell 1s evidenced by the fairly large numbers of sheep and lambs
submltted which were only in fair condition, the suckers and lambs
showing lack of conditlon far more than the growm shecp. Juite a
few of the lambs offered were affected with grass sceds and also
were very "dry"., Apart from odd consigmments of good to prime
suckers from more favoured centres, very few lines showing quality
wore available. At this stage it would appear that the peak of
the lamb scason is past but, provided rain is rocceived to freshen
pastures and promote a new growth of herbage, there is still a
poscibllity of an improvement in cuality from those districts
vhere the lamb drop was late.

Standard of offerings shows slight improvement:

Although a slight improvement was noticeable in the
general quality of the pennings during December, they could by no
meens be classcd as good, Plain and fair trade sheep were forward
in fairly large numbers while the percentage of good to prime -
light and heavyweight shocp was only small. The bulk of the supply
comprised shorn desceriptions, the fleeces ranging from a quarter
to third wool with occacional lines of full woolled. The absence
of prime heavy sheep in no way affcects the local trade but makos
it difficult for oxporters to fulfil quotas., Most lines of good
to prime heavy sheep werc absorbed by thosec interests operatin:
in near country districts. s was thc case during Novomber, suitable
trade weight mutton was plentiful but the quality was by no moans
all that could be desired, beinz mainly on the plain side.

/Irreular coe..
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The market throuchout the month was decidedly irregular,
soveral rises and falls of 1/- to 1/6 per head occurring in grown
sheep. After the Christmas vacation when the last sale during
December was held, one of the strongest markets experienced at
Homebush for some considerable time ruled, values for grown sheep
advancing by 2/- to 4/= per head or an inercase of from 7d to 1d
per lb. on carcase price., The main contributing factors to this
sharp rise were thc absence of sales for more than a week and the
shortage of mutton supplies at the Abattoirs; thus buyers were
particularly eager to secure their rccuirements and competition
from all operators was veory strong; furthermore, the supply of
sheep was relatively smell in view of the fact that there would
not be any further sales for another weck. During De¢ember bost
quality wethers sold to 18/- per head and ewcs to 15/-, with's
large proportion of the stock forward making from 8/- to 12/-
each. Ior the most part, rates for wether and ewe mutton ranged
from 13d to 3d por 1b., according to weight and cquality, the most
usual figure being from 2d to 2%d, but, when prices made the
sudden upward move, buycrs paid to 334 per 1lb. for owes and to 44
per 1lb. for wethers.

In direct contrast to the shoeep markect, values of
suckers, lambs and hogrets were remarkably steady and did not vary
to any great extent for the better gradcs,., Falr to plain lincs,
however, were at times a little easicr to buy, but the gain in
buyors! favour was only small. Some of the best lambs penncd
roalised to 24/= per head but round about 20/~ cach appearcc to
be the most usual price at which good lambs sold, Other clag:scs
made from 12/- to 17/ - per head and a good number cntered local
trade channels at this level, Rates per pound for the carcuase wore
mainly 5¢d to 63d for good quallty suckers and 5id to 53d for faip
to plain descriptions. 0dd sales of outstanding suckers wore mado
at the satisfactory figure of 63d per 1b. Summer lambs mado to
52d but regular prices per pound for this grade of lamb wero 4zd
to 53d. Hoggots were never at any time heavily yarded and vhon
avallable werg chiefly of good cuality; rateg por pound mos tly
were 33d to 43d with a fow lines roallsing 4id.

Dovmward trond apparent in skin market during 1938:

The skin market did not vary to any great extent during
December and the reflex on the values obtained for sheep and lambs
was only slight. For the 12 months ended 3lst December, 1938,
4,091,033 skins were sold as compared with 3,448,875 for 195%,
vhich indicates a substanticl [ ain in the year's operations,
Prices for skins were at their best in January when the top rate
for merino was 12%d per 1lb. and for crossbred 103d., .nother phase
of this market, which is so closely allied to the Homebush values
of sheep and lambs, is that, apart from the months of July and
-ugust, when prices temporarily improved, rates showed a generally
dovnward trend throughout, the lowsst level beling reached during

lay and June.
/Hore. ...
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More favourable pastoral conditions required:

The year as a whole has been a most difficult and hard
one for the meat producers in general and it 1s to be hoped that
in the New Year conditions will be more favourable, so that
grazliers will be in a better position to improve the quality of
the stock consigned to Homebush, for it is only by producing
good cuality sheep and lambs and marketing better stock that an
increase in home consumption can be achieved and a greater share
in overseas markets secured.

Supplies of cattle still on the increase:

Increased numbers of cattle continued to arrive at
Homebush, supplies for December, vhen eight sales were held,
exceeding those of the previous month by upwards of 3,500 head.
The percentage of Queensland stock was considerably smaller,
amounting to approximately 600 for the whole period as against
1,500 for November., There were slightly more bulls and stores
auctloned, the total figure being 1in the vicinity of 2,500, For
the same period last year (1937) supplies were lighter, while the
quality was much below the standard seen during this month,

Quality fairly satisfactory but not as good as during November:

For the most part, good to prime cattle were rather
difficult to secure but, with the exception of odd sale days,
buyers were able to purchase cattle of very suitable trade
weights and at the same time showing fair condition. On the days
when they were available, Nueensland cattle proved a valuable
eddition and, although not suited to all operat.rs, competition
for them was always keen, The proportion of plain descriptions
was high, particularly so with cows, heifers and young cattle.
What can be expected in the New Year is pure conjecture but with
present pastoral conditions not at all pleasing, the outlook for
continued supplies of fat stock is not very bright.

Light to medium woight bullocks and steers well in evidence:

At the two sales prior to the Christmas holidays and
the last sale of the month many very attractive drafts of bullocks
and steers were noticed; earlier iIn the period, however, it was
sometimes difficult to find more than occasional pens showing
anything like quality. Keen buying was a feature at various times,
as was evidenced by sales held on separate days and conducted by
independent selling agents. The cattle referrcd to were mostly
bullocks of medium to heavy weight and of folr to good trade
deseription, with odd pens approaching prime grade. The number
sold on each occasion was over 100 head and average realisetiong
in the first instance showed only a difference of one penny por
head, while the figures for the latersalc varied by 8/= per hcad,
In the lattor case, the goneral consensus of opinlon was that
the higher price truly indicated the slightly better quality of
the consignment, This stecadiness in valuez, however, was not
always apparent, fluctuations being often noticed which would be

THard. cos s
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hard to explain and which tend to make the task of the owner no
easy one when secklng to market stock at the most favourable time.

To illustrate this point, two sales have been selected
as typlecal of what occurs from time to time. Early in the month a
very attractive consignment of about 40 Shorthorn steers was
*auctioned; they were about 3 years old and outstanding examples
of breecding and finish, The price paid for the heaviest of the
draft was £12.4,0 per head, whilst the equivalent rate 6n a per 100
1lb. basis for the complete number was approximately 37/=-. Just
over a fortnight later steers of the same brecd, slightly heavier
and a little older but nevertheless comparing very favourably with
the earlier line, brought only 34/- per 100 1b, Had these latter
been offered three days later, it is practically certain that they
would have realised at least £1 per head more.

' Cows and helfers generally lacking in quality:

Cows and heifers were well represented throughout but
unfortunately plain and medium lots predominated and, as the supply
of beef of this type was plentiful, a depressing effect on values
was the lmmediate result. Towards the end of December, improved
quality animels were more in evidence and the general briskness of
competition was responsible for a recovery which was not altogether
expected. In some places, cows especially were about £2 per head
dearer at the close than at the lowest part of the market earlier
in the month. Some good to prime Hereford cows disposed of on 29th
December realised an average ‘price of £9; weighing 540 1b. to 550 1b.
the rate on the hoof was 33/= per 100 1b. A similar line sgold on
12th December made approximately 30/~ per 100 1b.

Good wvealers in demand:

Nothing particularly outstanding in vealers and yearlings
was avallable but the showing, both as regards numbers and quality,
was very falr. During the time when other cattle were selling at
lower values, the effect on this class of beef was proportionate
and at times very young calves were purchased at surprisingly cheap
rates but of course these were never more than just falr trade becf.
‘s usual, good to prime vealers and young heifers werc in demand
at high levels and for those that could correctly be described as
vealers, from 40/- to 44/- per 100 1b. of beef covered the
varlation in the top range of prices for the month.

Market weaker early but closcd very strong:

The market during the period was subject to fluctuation.
The decline which was gradual throughout November continued well
Into December; good cattle were not greatly affected, except in a
few Instances but in places failr to good trade lines declined up
to 40/~ per head in value, with still further depreciations
noticeable for plain descriptions. Towards the end of the month,
however, as previously pointed out, buyers werc very active, somc
of the blgger operaters purchasing frecly practically all types of
cattle, The effect on pricecs was pronounced and at closing very
satisfactory realisations were genecral. T
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SLLES OF FLRM PRODUCE AT THE :IEX.NDRI: R ILWAY
. GOODS Y'.RD AND IN SUSSEX STRERT, SYDNEY.
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Firm market for Potatoes :

The outstanding feature of sales of potatoes during
December was the very zood demand ruling for all varieties. As a
shortage of vegetables was in evidence, supplies of potatoes in
Sussex Street passed from first hands soon after being landed,
while at Alexandria, swift clearances of tubers were effected at

every auction held during the month.

Arrivals of Tasmanian potatoes (17,964 bags) were much
heavier than during November and, for the most part, comprised New
Bismarcks which were quoted early at £15, later firming to £16 per
ton. Brownells, which came to hand durlng the first week of
December only, constituted the balance of the Tasmanian stocks and
moved out satisfactorily at £13, Prices for the light shipments of
Queensland New potatoes, agagregating 425 bags, were fixed at £12 to
£13 per ton, Sales for the 16,100 bags of Western Australian
Delawares were firm at £13 to £14; the market for this varilety was
better at the end of the month than in the initial stages but
agents were able to sell consignments ropidly throughout.

Growers from the Northern River districts of New South
Wales consigned only 1,933 bags of potatoes by sea to Sussex Strect,
representing a marked decline in the totzl for November. “uction
sales were held early in the month and realisations were £9 to £13
for new grade, £2,15,0 to £6.10,0 per ton for No.2 grade and 1/3 to
4/6 per bag for Chat grade. s only limited quantities were available
later, disposals were effected by private treaty at £13.10,0 per ton
for the New Grade tubers.

Supplies of New Potatocz railed to 4lexandria from New
South Wales centres totalled 27,058 bags. ilthough 3,644 bags of
these were withdravwn for reconditioning, the general quality of
most lines offerecd was good and a large percentage of these stocks
was In greater request and realised higher prices than supplies sold
in Sussex Street. A large number of buyers attended throughout and
stocks cleared satisfactorlily at the followinz rates:= New Grade,
Medium and Small £64,5.4 to £ll.0.0, Good £11.,5.0 to £l4.0.0, Choice
and Extra Choice to £18; No.2 Grade from £3.0,0 for inferior to
£15,15,0 per ton for choice and 6/3 to 10/3 per bag; and Chat Grade
2/= to 14/- per bag according to quality. A small consignment of
56 bags of new potatoes from Queensland was railed to .‘lexandria
and brought £11.,10,0 per ton at auction.

Heavier arrivals of Victorian Onions:

The market for Vietorian onions in Sussex Strect was good.
Arrivale, totalling 7,450 bags, were greater than those for November
and were mostly of the Brown Globe variety, only a small number of
Whites coming to hand in the concluding stages. Clearances were
excellent and prices showed a marked increase, belng £15 to £20
for Brown Globes and £20 to £22 per ton for White onions. Queensland

/growers. ..
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growers forwarded 4,100 bags, Including Browvm and White varietiles,
by sea to Sussex Street; request for both was good and sales

were effected at higher rates, Brown onions were quoted early
at £14 to £15 and, as the month came to a close, were clearing
rapidly at £18 per ton. White onions opened at £14 to £15 and,
1ike Victorian Whites, were in demand later at £18 to £22 per

ton. The request for the 500 bags of South Australian White
onions received in Sussex Street was satisfactory and deliveries
were made at from £20 to £22., Stocks of onions at Alexandria
comprised 977 bags of locally produced Brown and White and 200
bags of Victorian Brown Globes., Both offerings were well within
buyers'! requirements and were disposed of readily at the following
quotations :~ Victorian Brown Globes £20; Local - Brown £14,.11,8
to £15.10.0, White £8,0.0 to £16,10,0 per ton, according to
quality.

Supplies of Pumpkins increase:

Ls was the case during the previous month, the entire
stock of pumpkins avallable in Sussex Street (9,744 bags) and at
Llexandria (18 trucks) was of Queensland origin. Offerings were
heavier than in November and early sales werc recorded at slightly
lower rates. As the month progressed, however, the recquest
improved and prices showed a decided upward trend. In Sussex
Street, £6 per ton was obtained for the first sales but wvalues
later increased to £9. At Alexandria, stocks met a similar demand
to that prevailing on the wharves and brought from £5.10.0 to
£11 per ton.

Tasmanian growers consigned 629 bags of swedes to
Sussex Streot, these realising from £11 to £14 per ton. Only
1imited quantities of Tasmanian Blue and Grey Dry Peas were
available in Sussex Street and, towards the close of the period,
vendors stated that the market was practically bare of both tho
Blue and Grey types. Sales of both varieties were made at 9/~ to
9/9 per bushel,

Quiet demand for Oaten Chaff:

The 247 trucks of oaten chaff railed to Alexandria were
slightly in excess of the quantity recelved the preceding month.
Demand was slow and agents found difficulty in disposing of stocks
at lower rates than those quoted during November, The quality of
the yardings was mixed and some lines agein showed slgns of
weather stain. Medium grade and stalned lots were dlsposed of
at £4.10,0 per ton while choice realised up to £6.12.6. '

Lighter yardings of Wheaten Chaff:

A limited request prevailed for the smaller railings
of wheaton chaff, amounting to 48 trucks, and only portlon of the
supplies was cleared. Prime qualilty met a falrly steady market,
bringing up to £5.10.,0 in small lines but, the majority of the
rdings being of medium to good gradc, it was necessary to accept
from £4.0.0 to £4,15,0 per ton in order to maintain deliveries.

/Primesee..
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Prime Lucerne Chaff in satisfactory request:

Although the quantity = 93 trucks - of lucerne chaff
received at Alexandria was practically the same as for November,
rates for prime guality showed an increase and satisfactory sales
of this grade were recorded at up to £7.15.0 per ton, However,
only fair disposals of the remalnder werc made at from £5,0,0 to
£7.0,0, according to quality.

Lucerne Hay still heavily supplied:

Generally speaking, the inquiry for lucerne hay in both
selling markets was fairly stoady and good clearances of prime
quality werc effected. Heavier stocks werc availlablec at Alexandris,
99 trucks of New Greoen and Dry hay arriving from the Maltland
district and 93 from other centres. Demand for thé Maitland’
supplies was stoady and stocks moved out at £2,15,0 to £7.0,0 per
ton according to the quality and the amount of moisturc present
in the bales. Mature lucorne hay consigned from centres other than
Maitland also mét a reasonable request at from £4.10,0 for medium
quality to £8,0.0 for primc dry. In Sussex Street, larger shipments
of Hunter River New Gresn Hay werc reccived but vendors reported
satisfactory deliveries at £3.15.0 to £6.5.0 por ton.

Disposals of Oaten Hay satisfactory:

Victorian growers consigned 79 bales of oaten hay to
Sussex Stroet and sales were recorded at the unaltered rate of
£11,0,0 per ton. Only a small portion of the 38 trucks on hand
at Alexandria was submittod to buyers, the bulk being taken direct
to stores; from £5.10,0 to £8,10,0 per ton was obtained for that

offered.,

Prices of Straw decline:

The 15 trucks of local Straw consigned to Alexandria
cleared steadily at from £4.0,0 to £5.0,0 per ton. The market for
the larger stock of Tasmanian straw on offer in Sussex Stroet -
6,420 bales - was a shade easier than during the previous month,
tho reduced rates of from £4,10,0 to £5.0.0 per ton being quoted.

Grain still selling slowly:

The 120 trucks of wheat on hand at Alexandria were more
than sufficient for buyers' immediate requirements and agents were
obliged to accept lower prices than those ruling during November.
Realisations rarzed from 1/10d4 to 2/10d4 per bushel.

The malze available at Alexandria consisted of 987 bags
of Local Yellow and 809 of Queensland Yellow. Sales were made at
the following rates:- Local Yellow 4/6d to 4/94 (Choice 5/-);
Queensland Yellow 4/64 to 4/94 per bushel. Gradual clearances of
the 530 bags received by sea from the Coastal districts of New
South Wales were effected, supplies from the North Coast bringing
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4/4d to 4/6d per bushel for large grain and 4/6d to 4/8d for small
grain varieties, whilst Illawarra stocks realised 4/63 to 4/9d.

Of the 88 trucks of oats which arrived at Alexandria,
only limited quantities were sold and prices were lower at 2/3d to
3/6d per bushel.

Jeven trucks of barley were 1n position and realised
from 2/4d to 2/6%d per bushel by auction.

Eo-“*oGo
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TR .DING IN FRUIT AND VEGET'BLES AT THE
CITY MUNICIP'L MARKETS.

Trading In both frult and vegetables generally was very
satisfactory throughopt the greater part of the month, particularly
Just prior to the Christmas holidays when retailers bought heavily
in anticipation of increased business during the festive season,
Contrary to expectation, however, retailers, almost without
exception, found business very dull during the period and clearances
were not satisfactory. As a result, trade requirements were limited
when the market re-opened on Wednesday, 28th December, and demand
continued to be slow during the few intervening days before the
New Year, with values generally lower,

Searcity of Summer Fruits.

During the month of December there is usually an
abundance of summer fruits such as peaches, apricots, plums and
nectarines, while the early varieties of apples such as Mobbs Royal,
Carringtun, etc., make thelr appearance on the market in fairly
large quantities, particularly from the County of Cumberland and
nearby coastal districts. This year, however, unfortunately for
growers 1n these areas, a terrific wind storm which reached
hurricane force was experienced on Saturday, 10th December, and
caused widespread damage resulting in a shortage of stone fruits.
The position was relieved to some extent by the receipt of
consignments of plums and peaches from Victorila, but only
temporarily as supplies from this source were much smaller than
waeg anticipated.

High prices for quality Apples.

With only relatively light shipments of apples forward
from Tasmania and Victoria to supploment the limited quantities
from New South Wales districts, supplies on the Sydney market were
smaller than for a number of years, Local Granny Smiths and
Delicious continued to realise high prices while values of Democrat
anc. Yates which constituted the bulk of the interstate consignmments
showed a gradual improvement as available quantities decreased.
Carringtons and new scason cookers made thelr appearance about the
middle of the month but werc mostly of small sizec and a large
proportion of the reccivals was wind-falls which were difficult %o
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dispose of. Clearances of choice fruit, however, were readily
effected and very satisfactory prices werc realised.

-

Stocks of peaches and plums were fairly plentiful early
in December and small fruit became raether difficult to sell. Choice
fruit, however, moved out readily but prices generally were about
2/- per half-case lower. Following the disastrous wind storm on 10th
December, which was responsible for an estimeted loss of approximatelj
fifty per cent. of the stone fruit crops in early districts, supplies
were considerably lighter and values showed a steady upward trend.
About a week hefore Christmas considerable quantitics of both plums
and peaches camc to hand from Victoria and this had a temporary
steadyling offect on the market but during the few days prior to the
holidays trading was buoyant and clearances were effected at very
satisfactory prices.

Nectarines were moderately suppllied and choice large
fruit sold freely at prices ranging to 12/- per half-case with odd
sales at higher rates.

As a result of large quantities of apricots coming forward
from inland areas to augment supplies from local districts, prices
declined by about 1/~ per case but were then fairly steady throughout
the remainder of the period.

Cherrics were in light to moderate supply but sufficient
to meet all requirements. There was fairly keen competition for the
best cuality St. Mergarcts and Florence and a reletively high
average price was obtained throughout the month.

Upward trond in Orango values.

Vendors of Valencia oranges found it somewhat difficult
to dispose of small fruit during the first week but later with
steadily shortening supplies all sizes moved out more freely and
values showed an upward trend. It would appear that in a number of
coastal districts the bulk of thesec oranges have been marketed
and reports from the Murrumbidgee Irrigation ireca disclose that
there 1s only a limited quantity of fruit to come forward. Genorally
firm rates prevailed at closing and realisations for selected packs

were very satisfactory,

Lemons generally were rather slow of sale and demand
centred principally around choice, curcd or well-coloured fruit
of small to medium size. Clearancecs, however, were much better
than during’ the previous month and values showed an Improvement
of about 2/- per casc over the period. The relatively small
consignments of Grapo-fruilt forward from New South Wales districts
were 1n request and up to 16/~ per case was rcalised for standard

grade fruit.
/Benanas. ...
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Bananas and Passion-fruit heavily supplied.

During the first fortnight bananas werc heavily supplied
and stocks of ripc and inferior fruit found little demand, even
at low prices. This had a depressinc cffect on sales generally
and values depreclated. Although heavy consignments continucd to
come forward supplies of lower grade descriptions were subscquently
cleared and the market showed a substantizl improvement, both as
regards prices and dlsposals.

Comparatively small quantities only of pineapples werec
received from Quecnsland early in the period and higher prices,
ranging to 18/~ per tropical casc, were rcalised; although greatly
Increased quantities camc to hand later thesc improved ratcs weroe
well maintained.

Passion-fruit were heavily stockcd and a gradual
depreciation of valucs was apparcnt.

Advorsc weathor affocts vegetablc supplics.

Owing to the continued hot dry weather, green vezetables,
particularly peas, beans and cabbages, were iIn light supplr and
quito a small percentage w:eg of choilce quality. Of the choice
peas availablc, those from New England districts predominated,
the conditions being more favourable in these localities. The
bulk of the supplies from other arecas -rag for the most part of
only poor to medlum quality. Choiee lots were in request throughout
and pricecsg showed a stcady upward trond, the peak being reached
Just prlior to the Christmas holidays vhen 18/~ and, occasionally
20/~ por bushel was securcd.

Early in the month the best quality beans obtainable
realised only 8/~ per bushel but, with rapidly lessening supplies,
values gradually improved. Retallers competed freely for choice
lines for the Christmas trade at rates ranging to 20/- per bushel.

Cabbages and Tomatoes sell well.

Cabbages sold particularly well during the month
considering the hect weather conditions provailing and prices
obtained werc most satisfactory.

Tomatoes werc plentiful during the first weck of the
period but later available stocks from Now South Walcs districts
were only moderatc. Considerable guantitics camc to hand from
Victoria in bushel cascs but,as these werc inferior both in type
and quality to those produced in this State, did not offcer any
sorious competition. Choice locals, both grecen and firm, colourcd
descriptions met a good inguiry throughout and, while prices showed
marked fluctuations, rates generally werc quite satisfactory.

Eed.C,
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WHOLES'LE PRICES OF V-.RIOUS COMMODIVIES IN
SYDNTY (H.J.- ) DURING DECEMBER, 1908

R T —— L S R M S e S S S I

The following table rives particulars of the range of
wholesale nrices in S"dnev as collected and recorded br the State
Marketins Bureau in rosnect of sales of various commodities
during the month of December, 19038 ¢=

Commodity ’ From To
Wheat:
Bulk - old 2/2?d 2/5d per bushel
- new 3/4“(4 2/6;(1 il :T
Bagged = new 2/5d 2/m=a * 3
Flour ) £7.10,0 %15 5.0 Dper ton
Bran £5.0,0 per ton % 1ncluown“ £5.15,0
Pollard £5,0,0 " 1V ) 8o varlation. tax)
Eges (Hen) 1/2a 1/46 per dozen
Butter:
Choice 161/2 ver cwt,)
First Tuality 156/6 " ) no variation.
Second “uality 151/10 # @ )
Cheese:
igige %égd per 1be ; no variation.
Snecial Brands 1/024 1/1d n»er 1b.
Pigs (“battoir Sales): :
Prime light porkers 55/6 45/6 per hoad
med, wet. " 38/6 65/6 " O
' heavy . 45/6 776 ol E
" baconers 55/6 wE)E VG
Backfatters £4,15,0 £8:7.6 - 1% M

~===0000000====

bYDNEl JOOL S LT‘~ - DECLLBER, 12538,
The Sydner ool Sellin; Brokers' .ssociation advises

that 95,227 bales of wool, including 91,743 greasy and 3,484 scoured,

were sold in Svdney durin: the month of Decembor,

The averagze p»rices realised werc as followte

Class of Wool Por Bals Eor 1b.
Greasy £15.,12, 8 10.94
Scoured 16. 0. 4 164
Greasy and Scoured . 15.14. & 11.14
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RETURN

OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IMPCRTED INTO NEW SOUTH WALES
BY LAND AND SEA - NOVEMBER, 1938.

PRUIT

o Pineapples ' Bananas Other Tomatoes )
STATE tropical + tropical | Fruit half bushel | TCTALS
cases / cases cases cases packages
: x
Queensland ' 23,335 2 16,640 14,662 76,093 130,730
‘Victoria ' 56 . 204 22,212 5,726 26,198
Tasmania ‘ - ! - 33,250 - 33,250
Sth. Aust. ! - : - 1 3,578 B 3,578
West Aust. - ' - ) - 61 61
i_ 3 ——
TOTALS: ] 23,39 16,844 | 73,702 79,880 192,052
Notes X Also 60 trays Strawberries.
VEGETABTLE S.
Potatoes Onions ‘Swedcs Pumpkins| Melons |Cucs. & Pther Vegs.
Chillies TOTALS
bags bags bags bags Crates|cases Pkgs. Tons | Fkgs. Toma
- D i
' Queenslang 11,578 10, 498 - 115,246 1,035 9,722 |7,72518% | 55,8021 82
+ Vietoria 5,092 7,529 - T - - T | - 13,393 | -
' Sth. Aust. 1,331 988 - {o- -~ - 6,22 - 8,551 -
v West Aust. 19,397 - - ‘- ~ - - ;- 19,397 -
t
i TOTALS: 41,498 19,0156 ; 858 {15,246 1,033} 9,722 14,756'8% 102,128 | 82
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