%‘““‘“\N Ag Econ sxes
/‘ RESEARCH IN AGRICUITURAL & APPLIED ECONOMICS

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

Give to AgEcon Search

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu

aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only.
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.

No endorsement of AgEcon Search or its fundraising activities by the author(s) of the following work or their
employer(s) is intended or implied.


https://shorturl.at/nIvhR
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/

o

B -

ISSUED BY AUTHORITY OF THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE ano PREPARED
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE DIRECTOR OF MARKETING. SYDNEY.

Vol. 2 MAY, 1938. No, S

Marketing Organisation = Notes on

Harvesting of Crops Calendar .4

Trade with Outports of United Kingdom ..

Empire Producers' Conference

Farm Produce ~ Sales of

Stock Sales at Homebush o'e “p

Fruit and Vegetables = Trading at City Markets
do. - Imports into N.S.W.

Commodity Prices in Sydney b

Graph - Cost of Marketing Lambs

Articles or other matter appearing herein
may be reproduced subject to due acknowledgment
being made of the source.




-325-
MONTHLY MARKETING REVIEW.

A miscellany of matters relating to the marketing
of primary products, at home and abroad.

Released during the second week of each month.
Issued by authority of the Minister for Agriculture
and prepared under the direction of the Director of Marketing,
in the State Marketing Bureau, Department of Agriculture,
New South Wales, Australia,

NOTES ON MARKETING ORGANISATION.

VIII.

New Zealand Marketing Legislation.

In last issue, these Notes dealt with Part I of the Primary
Products Marketing Acts, 1936/37, of New Zealand. That legislation,
as expressed in the principal Act of 1936, was divided into threc
parts, viz.,

Part I - Administration.
Part II = Marketing of Dairy Produce.
Part III - The New Zealand Dairy Board.

It remains, for the purposes of these Notes, to review
Parts II and III as amended.

Part II commences with a declaration that "dairy produce"
‘includes (a) Milk and Cream; (b) Butter, checse and all other
products of milk or cream, whether derived therefrom by manufacturing
processes or otherwise, and (c¢) any other products of a kind derilved
from operations usually carried on in conjunction with dairy~-farming
operations (such as the recaring of calves and pigs), whether such
products are actually produced on dairy farms or elsewherc,

As regards any dairy produce to which Part II applies,
the Minister 1s given full authority to 'make such arrangements
and give such directions as he thinks proper for the following
matters':-

(a) For its handling, pooling, transport and storage:

(b) For the shipment of any of it intended for export
on such terms and in such quantities as he thinks fit:

(¢) For its insurance against loss:

(d) Generally for all such matters as are necessary for
'the exercise of the powers herein expressly conferred'.
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All dairy produce (to which Part II of thec Act applies)
that is intended for export shall, as soon as it is placed, with
the concurrence of the Department, on board any ship for export
from New Zealand, become the property of the Crown frece and
discharged from all right, title or interest in respect thereof
by any other person. Any such dairy produce may be withheld from
export if the Minister determines that it 1is required for
consumption in New Zealand.

The provisions for payment by the Crown in respcct of
dairy produce exported from New Zealand call for perusal of the
Acts themselves for a detailed understanding from all angles.

In these Notes nothing more than a broad outline can be attempted.

The prices pald by the Crown for dairy produce exported
from New Zealand are such as are fixed from time to time by the
Governor-General by Order-in-Council. Provision for variations
of such prices by subsequent Orders-in-Council arc contained in
the Amending Act of 1937. These prices becomec payable whenever
any dairy produce has bccomec the property of the Crown.

"Different prices may be fixcd in respcect of diffcrent
kinds of dairy produce, or in respect of diffcrent grades or
qualities of the same kind of produce, or diffcrent prices may be
fixed in respect of the same kind or grade or quality of any dairy
produce by reason of any special conditions or circumstances that,
in the opinion of the Governor-General, warrant thc fixing of
different prices".

With respect to dairy producc exported before 31lst July,
1937, the Act of 1936 provided that prices should be arrived at
after taking into consideration the prices reccived in New Zealand
for dairy produce of the same or approximately the same kind,
grade or quality exported from New Zealand 'during a period of
from eight to ten ycars, immediatcly prior to 31st July, 1935'.

In fixing prices for dairy produce exported after 3lst
July, 1937, it is cnacted that regard shall bc had to prices
fixed for dalry produce exportcd before that datc and to the
following additional considerations:=-

(a) The necessity in the public interest of maintaining

the stability and efficiency of the dairy industry:
(b) The costs involved in the efficient production of

dairy produce:
(c) The general standard of living of persons engaged

in the dairy industry in comparison with the general standard
of living throughout New Zealand: /(@)
d L I
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(d) The estimated cost to the Department of marketing
the dairy produce concerned and also the cost of the general

administration of the Act: and

(e) Any other matters deemed to be relevant.

There are many interesting innovations in this courageous
piece of legislation. Not the least among these is the following:-
" ..e... prices fixed in respect of any dairy produce exported
after 31st July, 1937, shall be such that any efficient producer
engaged in the dairy industry under usual conditions and 1n normal
circumstances should be assured of a sufficient net return from
his business to enable him to maintain himself and his family in a

reasonable state of comfort".

Provisiorms with respect to dairy produce intended for
consumption in New Zealand are to thc effect that the Minister
may determine that ownership thereof shall pass to the Crown as
and when specified, or he may decide that the Department shall
control the marketing of any such produce, but that ownership
thereof shall not pass to the Crown.

The Governor=-General may, by Order-in-Council, fix
prices in respect of dairy produce intended for consumption in
New Zealand. He may do this at any time after such fixation has
occurred in respect of dairy produce exportecd, or intended to be
exported from New Zealand and, when doing so, the gencral purposc
shall be to assure to the produccr a net return equivalent to the
return that he would have received if such dairy produce had been
acquired by the Crown for export. It is further provided, in this
connection, that the general purpose (when fixing prices for
dairy produce intended for consumption in New Zealand) shall be
"to ensure that the consumer will be able to obtain the samec at
a reasonable price and that the retailer and other persons engaged
in the distribution of dairy produce will recelive a falr and
reasonable remuneration for efficiont services".

It is provided that the validity of any Order-in-Council
fixing the prices of any dairy produce shall not beo quecstioned
on the ground that due consideration had not been given to any
matter required to be taken into consideration in fixing such
prices, "or on any other ground whatsoever".

A comprehensive list of six different forms of offence
against the Act 1is embodied in the Act and in respect of these,
or any of them, it is set forth that "Every person who commits or
attempts to commit, or does any act with intent to commit, or
counsels, procures, aids, abets or incites any other person to

/commit e...
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commit any offence against this Act, or against any regulation
made for the purposes of this Act, shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine of £200, in the case of an individual, and
in the case of a company or other corporation, to a fine of
£1000.

Before passing from Part II of this legislation, 1t 1s
of importance to note that Section 7 of the Amending Act of 1937
enacts that if, in order to secure the economic and orderly
marketing in New Zealand of dairy produce, fruit, honey and eggs
and such other foodstuffs (if any) as may from time to time be
declared by Order-in-Council to be subject to the preceding
section (which deals with the fixation of wholesale or retail
prices, etc., at which such foodstuffs may be sold in New Zealand),
it 1s, in the opinion of the Governor=-General in Council necessary
so to do, he may, by Order-in-Council, make regulations =

(a) Authorising the Department to take, at prices to be
fixed, any such foodstuffs and to export so much thereof as in
the opinion of the Minister will not be required for consumption
in New Zealand, or,

(b) Authorising the Department to control the export of
any such foodstuffs by any person or authority other than the
Department.

Part III of the subject legislation provides for the
reconstitution of the New Zealand Dairy Board for a period of
three years and other matters incidental thereto. It is set forth,
in effect and inter alia, that the Board may not function in any
way without Ministerial approval, which approval "may be general
or special and may be absolute, or subject to such conditions as
the Minister may impose". Any such approval, it is provided "may
be withdrawn by the Minister by notice in writing «...." All
contracts entered into by the Board before lst August, 1936, and
then subsisting, became contracts with the Crown in so far as they
related to storage, insurance or freight of any dairy produce to
which Part II of the Act applies. The property of the Board in
the National Fern Leaf design registered in the United Kingdom or
elsewhere was "transferrcd to the Crown in respect of the
Government of New Zecaland".

The next instalment of this serics of notes will deal
with the marketing legislation of the Union of South Africa, for
copy of which the writcr of these notes is Indebted to
Mr. J.F.W. Grosskopf, Chief, Division of Economics and Markects,
Department of Agriculturc and Forestry, Prctoria, South Africa.

N A Wa
(To be continued)
~===0000000====
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A HARVESTING OF CROPS CALENDAR.

Back in 1928, the Dircctor of Marketing (Mr. A.A.Watson),
realising the need, from a marketing point of view, for a means of
ready reference as to the dates of harvesting of the crops of the
State, instituted the preparation of such a Calendar or Almanac in
the then newly-organised State Markcting Bureau on lines which he
indicated. The task proved a much morec formidable one than at first
anticipated. A wealth of information was available as to the periods
of sowing of crops in New South Wales but it could not be
discovered that anyone had precparcd a Harvesting of Crops Calendar.
However, the task was systcmatically attacked and finally a
Calendar was drawn to a design by the Director, the central featurc
of which was a map of the State indicating the Statistical Divisions
in relation to which harvesting periods of the various crops were
shown in surrounding panels. The object of this design was twofold:
firstly to set forth the periods of harvesting in the respective
statistical divisions and, seccondly, to show the boundaries of thosc
divisions. Statistical Divisions, it should bec explained, arc thosc
utilised by the Government Statistician in conncction with the
collection and tabulation of production statistics. They correspond
substantially with the meteorological divisions of the Statc and
may be regarded as representing pretty closcly the geographical
and climatic divisions into which New South Wales naturally falls.

The Calendar of 1928 proved very useful but the only copy
was that which hung on the wall of the State Marketing Bureau. Round
about twelve or eighteen months ago the need arcse for bringing the
calendar up-to-date and it was decided that, when revising 1t, a

calendar of more comprehensive naturc than that of 1928 should be
compiled. It was further deccided that, on this occasion, the Calendar
should be printed in order that copies could be distributed. The

work was accordingly entered upon and, from time to time, as
opportunity offered, the necessary additional data was accumulatecd.,
Finally, printing in colour was entrusted to the Government Printcr
and the Harvesting of Crops Calendar, 1938 Edition, 1is now ready.

So far as is known, the subject Calendar is the first to
become available in Australasia.

It is rcalised, of coursc, that the periods during which
aome of the major crops of the Statc reach maturity and are
harvested are well enough known to certain scctions of the
community. Few, however, would be precpared to state with any degrec
of ccrtainty the periods during which cven these crops arc
harvested in each of thc differcent sections of New South Wales. If
such is the case with major crops, it is safc to say that knowledge
as to the times of harvesting many of thc smaller crops 1s much less
in evidence.

/FOY aensis
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For this, and cthecr reasons, censiderablc attention
has been devoted to fruit and vegetables of various kinds. Many
vegetables, for instancc, are grown on rclatively small arcas, but
the industry is an csscntial onec and the total gquantitics procduced
attain considcrablc dimcnslons.

The completcd Calcndar shows the principal arcas of
production and the periods of maturity of the morc important ccreals,
fruits, vegetables and other crops of the State. In its compilation,
the aim was to specify procducts that arc harvested in appreciable
gquantitics, whether for local usc or otherwisc. As alrcady stated,

a salient featurc is a map of New South Walcs showing in colours
the several Statistical Divisions. Thc map permita of rcady
rofercnce a3 to the situation of the Divislons. It thus affords
a sound ideca of the parts of the Statc from which supplies arec
able to be drawn from time to timc. The map is, of coursc,
supplcmentary to the jnformation contained in thc schedulcs. The
schedulcs flank the map and arc the esscntial fcaturc of the

Calendar.

The schedules arc of thrce types. Firstly, tho ccrcals,
fruits, vegetables and other crops of cach of thc fiftcen Statistical
Divisions of the Statc, together with harvesting poriods, arc shown
in two panels. Sccondly, wheat and the princiral fruits and
vegetablcs arc rcspectively dealt with in throe scparatc pancls.
Thosc show arcas of procuction and times of harvecsting in very
lucid graph form. Thirdly, yet another pancl shows tho cercals,
fruits, veogetables and other crops which arc¢ harvcstced in New
South Walcs in cach month of the ycar. It can fairly be claimed
for this Calcndar, thercforc, that it jg a veritablc compendium
of useful and neccssary information for all who arc intcrested in
the marketing of the primary products of the State. Men on the
1and should find it oxtremcly useful as a guide to them in thelr
morkcting operations. From it thoy may rcacily ascertain the sources
from which to expcct compctition and the timca when competition
could occur. Morchants and Sclling Agcnts and othors who concentratc
upon thc selling of tho varlous procducts will find the Calcncdar
cqually useful, as it is quite inadvisablc and of doubtful
practicability for busy mon to burden thcir memorics with such an
array of harvesting pcriods. Buycers, also, particularly, of coursc,
wholecsale buyers, should find the information affordcd by thc
Calcndar cxtrcmcly uscful. It may casily bec that the average buyer
has at least as great noed for it as any othors concerncd.

Among theo cereals included in the Calendar arc barley,
maize, oats, rye and wheat, while miscellancous crops such as
Broom Millet, Canary Seed, Hungarian and Japanesc Millet, Linseed,
Lucerne, Lucerne Seed, Paspalum Seed, Sorghum Sced, Sudan Grass
Seed, Rye Grass Seed, Clover Seed, Peanuts, Sugar Canc and Tobacco
are also showne.

Fruits include almonds, apples, apricots, bananas, cherries
chestnuts, cuatard apples, figs, grapes (table, wine and raisin),
grapefruit, gooseberries, lcmons, mandarins, mangoes, ncctarines,
oranges (Navels, Valencias and Cormmons), papaws, passionfrult,
peaches, pears, persimmons, pinocapplcs, plums, prunes, quinces,
strawberries and walnuts.

/Vegetablos eees



-329-

Vegetables includc asparagus, beans, beetroot, broad beans,
brusscls sprouts, cabbages, carrots, cauliflowers, cclery, cucuribers,
eschalots, egg plant, jam melons, lettucc, marrows, onions, parsnips,
peas, potatoes, pumpkins, radishecs, rhubarb, rock-melons, apinach,
sweces, sweet corn, swect potatoes, tomatoes, white turnipa, and
watermelons.

Tt can be aasertcd, thercforc, that no crop having recognised
claims to importance, wherever it may be grown in the Statc, has becn

neglected.

For the purpose of the Calendar, apples arc apples and pears
arc pears. That 1is to say, no attompt has been madc to differentiate
betweon the different varieties of oranges, lemons, apples, pears
and so on. Obviously, nno other coursc was practicablc. Nor was 1t
necessary within the limits of a handy-sized Calendar. Nor was it
necessary to do so in order to provicde a Calcndar that would be uscful
to whoat=-farmers, orchardists, vegetable-growers anc those who produce
maize, lucerne, potatocs, and many cther crops. As it is, with no
unnecessary trimmings or wastc of spacc, the sizc of the Calcndar 1s
approximatcly 36 inches by 45 inches. It is printed on stout paper
suitablc for attaching to a wall, or it may bec kept in a cardboard
tubec (obtainablc for a few poncoj wherc wall spacc is not available.

Inquirics havc bocn made from time to time, not only by
local intercsts but also by intercstcd partics overscas as to the
harvesting periods of various crops in this Statc and therc secms
to bc no room for doubt that the Harvesting of Crops Calencar now
published by the Statc Markcting Burcau which cmbocdics all esscntial
information on thc subject, will mecet a long-fclt want. Its value
from the ocducational standpoint, in addition to its scverely
practical usc by those engaged in the production, tronsport and
.marketing of crops, is notablec.

Inquirics rc obtaining copics of this valuablc compilation
should be addressed to the Director of Marketing, Department of

Agriculture, Sydney.

====0000000====

According to the British Ministry of Agriculture's
calculations, the total value of the agricultural and horticultural
output in England and Wales was £220,600,000 in 1936=37. This shows
an increase of £14,700,000 compared with the previous year.
Livestock products account for two-thirds of the total, and show the
biggest increase 1in recent years.

These figures relate to changes in quantity and price.
To obtain an indication of changes in the volume of production, the
output for the past six years has been revalued at the prices ruling
in 1930-31. Calculated on this basis, the volume of the output in
1936-37 was 17 per cent. larger than in 1930-31, compared witn
increascs of 12 per cent. in 1935-36 and 18 per cent. in 1934-35

-===0000000===~
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IS DIRECT TRADE WITH OUTPORTS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM
ADVANTAGEOUS TO AUSTRALIAN EXPORTERS?

The question of developing Australian trade direct with
outports of the United Kingdom rather than restricting shipments
of primary products to the London markct is not a ncw onc but has
been under notice over a period of years.

. Representatives of large provincial cities, such as
Manchester, Hull, Liverpool, Glasgow, etc., have worked assiduously
in order to make Australian interests acquainted with the direct
shipping, cold storage and general handling facilities available at
these ports and they claim that considersble advantage would accrue
to Australian exporters if they would moke contacts direcct with
merchants at thesc centres.

It will be rcmembered also that in 1936 a Trade Mission
representative of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce visited
Australia with the object of fostering a "two-way" trade between
Austrolia and Manchester and upon its return this delegation
submitted a very interesting report on the subject.

It 1s recognised that therc are many confllcting views as
to the wisdom and prospects of trade development betwcen Australia
and the United Kingdom outports but the matter 1is of considerable
importance and the following statement sctting out some of the
"pros and cons" of the question will no doubt provc of intcrest:-

The approximate populations within 50, 75 and 100 miles
of London, Manchester, Bristol and Hull arec as follow:=-

Within Within Within

50 miles 75 miles 100 miles
London 11,700,000 14,200,000 16,100,000
Manchester 10,400, 000 14,700, 000 18,200, 000
Bristol 3,137,000 5,553,000 12,467,000
Hull 2,034,000 6,708, 000 13,736, 000

A report submitted by the Manchestcr Mission previously
referred to, upon its return from Australia in 1936, contained a
number of very interesting features, some of which are quoted
below: =

(1) An estimate of the consumption of the area served by the Port
of Manchester within 50 miles from the docks and the guantities
of various items of Australian produce for 1935 are as follow -

/Estimated ....
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Estimated Annual . Imports to Port
Consumption in Tons of Manchester from
Australia - 1935
Tons
Butter 96, 000 1,670
Cheese 38, 000 4
Meat (Frozen
and Chilled) 160, 000 1,694
Meat (Fresh) 189, 000
Apples 130, 000 691
Dried Fruit 48, 000 not shown

(2) It is estimated that in 1934 over a million boxes of
Australian and New Zealand butter wcrce marketed by Manchester
houses within a radius of 50 miles of Manchester. Ten of the
leading importcrs botween them distributed 846,000 boxes but of
this quantity only 103,000 boxcs werc landed at the Port. All
the rest paid inland freight charges at the expensc of the
Australian producer or cltcernativcly of the consumer, whilst
318,000 boxes paid as much as 94 per box in carriagc which was
unnecessary.

(3) Similarly with apples, in a recent year 10 leading apple
importers in Manchester distributed 380,000 boxes of Austrclian
apples. Of this quantity 60,500 came to Manchester Docks, 237,000
had to be reconsigned from London and a further 82,500 from

Liverpool.

(4) The Mission claims, inter alia, that the following immediate
advantages would unquestionably result from direct shipments to
Manchester:=

(1) A saving on the inland freight which is bound
to make the trade morc attractive to the producer,
dealer and consumer.

(i1) An increased power to penetrate from Manchester
as a centre, into a maze of small industrial centres
within 15 or 20 miles.

(1ii) An opportunity for sympathetic traders and
organisations in the area to popularise Australian
products in the knowledge that demand thus created
can be met without delay.

Among the arguments submitted by advocates of outport
development are:-

(a) Saving in handling costs, i.e., unloading in London and
reconsignment to provincial centres.

(b) Elimination of inland freight charges.

(c) London is the largest market but competition is keener there
and the market has been fairly well developed. y
(d) LU ]
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(d) Reliable authorities report that good.wharf, cold storage and
handling facilities are available at various outports.

(e) Australia might lose what markets she now holds at outports
if an endeavour 1s not made to expand our trade as our exports
are handled by agents and merchants whose buainess, after all,
is buying and selling, and if they have to import from other
countries to increase their business, this is likely to
pre jucdice the sale of Australia's poocds transported from London.

(f) Direct contacts with Australian firms would be of considerable
advantage and the opening up of businesa with new firms would
stimulate competition.

(g) New Zealand is making a success of direct shipments.

(h) If supplies are limitcd to London houses and a rcstricted
number at that, as appears to bec the position at prescnt,
there 1s a lack of enthusiasm towards expansion.

(1) Shipments to outports would take considerablc quantities off
the Loncdon market which would tend towards price stabilisatlon.

(j) The Egg Marketing Board has secured satisfactory rcsults in
respect of shipments to outports and cduring 1937 shipped
54,100 cases of eggs to Liverpool and Glasgow combined and
108,450 cases to London.

Conditions unfavourable to outport developricnt include
the following:~-

(1) Tt 1s claimed by London advocates that if shiprients to
outports should be too large for local requirements the goods
must be sold at & cdiscount whereas London cdistributing houses
can "tap" various markets.

(2) Australian exporters arc naturally anxious to obtain incrcasecd
returns and if the outport markets yiclded bettor figurcs than
London it is only reasonablec to supposc they would ecxploit them.

(3) Shipping Companics statc that one of their difficulties is
the increased number of unloading ports, which, greatly rcducing
the quantities to be handlcd as the trip procceds, invariasbly
incrcascs the cost to them.

(4) Irregularity of supplics.

(5) The strength of London market intcrcsts, their old-cstablished
conncections, their undoubtcd ability and diverse avenues of
cdistribution.

(6) Thc danger of retaliation. It would naturally follow that if
Australian or other interests were tackling established markets
of competitors, such competitors would seek to disturb them in
the market already held by them.

Z01) ses
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(7) The inter-orgonisation and overlap of the intercsts of wharf
controllers, shipping and cold storage concerns, rctail shops
coupled with the vested intcrests of the railways which derive
so much frcight rcevenue from London and Southern shipments.

The New South Walcs Prcmier (Hon. B.S.B. Stcvens)
investigated this question when visiting the United Kingdom in
1936 and his report contains many valuable obscrvationa of which
the following arc important:-

(1) Judging by the 1934 figurces, australia ships roughlx 90 to
94 per cent. of butter to Southern ports (mainly London).

(2) In Northern areas, which would bc scrved by ports like
Liverpool, Menchcstcr, Newcastlc and Glasgow, therc is an untapped
markct now held by Contincntal competitors, or if a falr sharc in
these arcas is being obtained by the hLustralian cxporter then it

is only being obtoined at extra cost to himself as his goods must
bc passing through London or other ports not so convenicnt to these
markets.

(3) In his Roport thc Prcmier states "Whilst appreciating 21l tho
difficulties I fecel convinced after o fairly comprchensive aurvey
of the whole situntion that if we are to obtain an improved market
in Great Britain it is more likely to be achieved through the
outports than it is through London. «..cocee. I even go so for as
to say that Australian butter exporters should press forward even
if exports to the North might mean initicl difficulties or lean
results in the earlier stages".

(4) The Report states "I am satisfied from what I have seen in
Glasgow and what I have heard from traders in Glasgow, Liverpool,
Manchester and other big provincial cities that 1if we fail to
expand the volume of our tradec with those ports, we may not hold
what we have. Naturally the merchants who have increasing
customers to supply will seck the big business indicated by large
and growing consignments. To such business they will give their
most zealous services. Give them even a suspicion that we are
inclined to reduce our shipments to thcir ports, or tc restrict
them to existing quantities, and they will look for the goods of
other countries whosc export business 1s conducted in a spirit
of expansion."

The current term of the Banana Marketing Board of New
South Wales will expirc on 8th August, 1938. The Ministcr for
Agriculture has approved of a poll being taken by postal ballot
on Friday, 29th July, for thc clection of five produccr=-mcribers
to the said Board. Preliminary lists of producers will bc on
oxhibition at various post officcs, police stations or schools
at conveniont coentres from 21st May to 18th June, 1938.

====0000000====
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(7) The inter-organisation and overlop of the intercsts of wharf
controllcrs, shipping and cold storagc concerns, rctail shops
coupled with the vested intcerests of the railways which derive
so much frcight revenue from London and Southern shipments.

The New South Wales Prcmier (Hon. B.S.B. Stcvens)
investigatecd this question whon visiting the Unitcd Kingdom in
1936 and his report contains many valuable obscrvations of which
thc following are important:-

(1) Judging by the 1934 figurcs, Australia ships roughly 90 to
94 pcr cent. of butter to Southorn ports (mainly London).

(2) In Northern areas, which would bc scrved by ports like
Liverpool, Manchestcr, Newcastlc and Glasgow, thorc is an untapped
markct now held by Contincntal competitors, or if a fair sharc in
these arcas is being obtained by the Australian cxporter then it

is only being obtained at extra cost to himself as his goods must
be passing through London or other ports not so convenicnt to these
markcts.

(3) In his Rcport thc Preomier states "Whilst appreciating 2ll tho
difficultics I fcel convinced aftor a fairly comprchensive asurvey
of the whole situation that if we are to obtain an improved market
in Great Britnin it is more likely to be achieved through the
outports than it is through London. «.ecesese I even go so far as
to say that Australion butter exporters should press forward even
1f exports to the North might mean initinl difficulties or lean
results in the earlier stages".

(4) The Report states "I am satisfied from what I have seen in
Glasgow and what I have heard from traders in Glasgow, Liverpool,
Manchester and other big provincial cities that if we fail to
expand the volume of our tradec with those ports, we may not hold
what we have. Naturally the merchants who have increasing
customers to supply will seck the big business indicated by large
and growing consignments. To such business they will give their
most zealous services. Give them even a suspicion that we are
inclined to reduce our shipments to thcir ports, or tc restrict
them to existing quantities, and they will look for the goods of
other countries whosc export business 1s conducted in a spirit
of expansion."
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The current term of the Banana Marketing Board of New
South Wales will expirc on 8th August, 1938. Thc Ministcr for
Agriculture has approved of a poll being taken by postal ballot
on Friday, 29th July, for thc clection of five produccr-mcribers
to the said Board. Preliminary lists of procducers will bc on
cxhibition at various post officcs, police stations or schools
at convenicnt contres from 21st May to 18th June, 1938.

====0000000====
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EMPIRE PRODUCERS' CONFERENCE.

The British Empire Producers' Conference, which was held
at Sydney in connection with Australia's 150th Anniversary
Celebrations, was attended by delegates represcnting various
producers' organisations in England and Wales, Scotland, Canada,
Rhodesia and New Zealand in addition to the representatives of
producers and other organisations in Australia.

The deliberations of Conference, which was a highly
successful one auguring well for future conferences of the kind,
extended over the period 28th March to 7th April, 1938, and the
following are the main resolutions adopted:=-

That this confercnce accepts the Ottawa "order of preference",
i.e., that the local producer is entitled to first place in
his local market; other Empire producers second place, and
foreign producers third.

That this confercence accepts the nced for securing the
expansion of Dominion supplics of primary products to the
United Kingdom market so far as is cconomically possiblc.

That this conference accepts the need for orderly marketing
of Empire primary products in order to maintain continuity
of supplies and to prevent avoidable gluts and resultant
instability of pricc lcvels, and speculation.

Accordingly this conferencc recommends that Empirc produccrs'
organisations shall co-operate to cstablish such commodity
councils as may be deemed necessary, producer controlled and
financed, thc representation thereon being on the lines of
the Empire Beef Council and International Beef Conferecnce
set up under the (United Kingdom) Livestock Industry Act,
1937, and the decisions of which to be effeoctive shall be
unanimous.

That it should be the duty of such councils, where established,
to assist in; and advise their constituent organlsations with
reference to, such regulation of the flow of supplies of
primary products to the United Kingdom market as may be
necessary = for example, to avert restrictive action under
statute by the United Kingdom Government, it being undcrstood
that for purposes of the regulation of supplies full use shall
be made of all existing producers' export organisations 1in the
Dominions.

That this conference recommends that each and every commodity
council, as and when established, shall takc all necessary
steps to institute a continuing survey of conditions affecting
available supplies and markets in Imperial and foreign
countries and, in consultation with Empire Ministers, shall
take the necessary action to sccure the expansion of existing,
and the creation of new markects with the objecct of the
absorption of Empire surpluses. /That «eees
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That this conference of Empire Producers is of the opinion
thet the paramount needs of our industry and the promotion
of the peace of the world can Lest be scrved by a rcvival
of international trade. To this end the confercnce requests
the Governments of the Empire to re-examine their tariff
policies iIn foreign and Iiperial tradc trcaty commitments
with a view to making tuch adjustments as may bc nccessary
to achicve this objectivec and to promote corrcsponding
action by forcign countrics without departing from the
principle of Imperial prefercnce as alrcady cndorscd by
this conference.

That this confercncce urges the setting up by Empirc countrics

whore such is needed, of a system of rural crcdits dcsigned
to meet the needs of agriculture.

In addition to the foregolng resolutions, conference
adopted the following reports by various sub-committees:=-

Meat Industry Committee Report.

(a) That an Empire Mutton and Lamb Council be set up on
the lines of the Empire Beef Council.

(b) That the mutton and lamb exporting Dominions which have
not the leglslative authority obtain the necessary
legislation to set up meat boards with powers sufficient
to enable them to spread the delivery of those products on
the British market.

(c) That Dominion producers' organisations concerned should
get in touch at once with their representatives on the
Empire Beef Council with a view to securing from them
guldance as to the prospective position in the United
Kingdom market in regard to becf suppliecs.

Wheat Industry Committee Report.

l. That, pending the institution of a Commodity Council for
wheat, this conference urges the respective Governments of
the Empire to usc their best endeavours to secure the
continuance of the important measure of International
co-operation represented by the wheat advisory committeec.

This conference further endorses the principles laid
down by the London Wheat Agreement, 1933, and urgecs the
interested Governments in the event of the imminence of a
recurrencce of burdensome surpluses to re-enact a similar
measure after consultation with elected producer
representatives of the countries concerned.
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2. This confercncc draws the attention of Governments
in countries engaged in wheat production to the
scrious danger of world surpluses of wheat and calls
upon them carefully to weigh the effects of further
extension of wheat areas.

Dairy Incdustry Commocdity Committec
Report.

l. That it be a recommendation from this committec that
a dairy industry commodity council be set up in London
at the earliest possible moment.

2., That 1t be a recommendation to Dairy Produccrs'
Organisations represented at this confercence that each
unit of the Empire appoint one representativc to the
Dairy Commodity Council referred to in the previous
resolution. .

Dairy Industry Committec Report.

1. That the Chairman of the delegations who arc present
at this conference should continue to act as a liaison

committee.

2. That the organisations represented at this conference
and the Primary Producers' organisations 1in South Africa,
be requestec to consider -

(a) The establishment of a federating organisation

for the Empire.
(b) The need for a liaison bedy to link the Empirc
Commodity Councils together, when set up, and
(c) The convcning of the second British Empirc
Producers' Conference in three years time,
and that Mr., Dunlop act as our Seccrctary for
the time being.

Pig Industry Committee Report.

l, That it be a recommendation from this committec that a
Pig Meats Commodity Council be sct up in London at the
earliest possible moment. d

2., That 1t be a recommendation that representatives on
the Empire Pig Meats Commodity Council shall be approved
by the producers in the Dominions conccrned.

5. That in the event of any Dominion being unable to fill
quota allotted that other Dominions be given the first
preference to make up the deficiency which shall be
equitably distributed in proportion to thelr original
quotas.

LPHO. 4o
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The Pig Industry Committec also cndorsed the following
resolutions, but, as they referrcd to the Australian plg industry
only, they were omitted from the report which the conference
endorsed: -

(a) That this committee, having regard to conference
decisions relative to the statutory control of primary
industries by the producers, and being desirous of putting
this principle into effect, recommends that pig meats be
brought under the Dairy Products Acts now operating in
geveral States of the Commonwealth.

(b) That when the majority of the States have set up the
boards referred to in the foregoing resolution, a Federal
organisation be constituted by appointees from such boards,
to act in an advisory capacity to the Australian leat Boarad
in connection with all matters affecting the pig incustry,
and further that when formed it should act in an advisory
capacity to the Empire Commodity Council.

~===0000000===~

STANDARD GRADES FOR FRESH FRUIT
AND VEGETABLES IN THE U.S.A.

In a recent report by the Chief of the Bureau of
Acricultural Economics, United States Department of Agriculture,
it is stated that the buying and selling of fresh fruit and
vegetables, on the basis of standard grades worked out by the
Bureau, has become established trade practice.

The grades are used also by the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration in its marketing agreements with produccrs and
shippers, and by the Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation in
its purchases of food products for relief distribution. Continuing
research seeks to improve the standards, which now cover 53 different
fresh fruits and vegetables. During the year a number of the
standards were revised, and investigations started on standards for
additional products.

The Bureau, it is stated, maintains an inspcction scrvice
at produce-shipping points the country over, where persons using
the standard grades may have the quality of their products cortified
by the Government. Similar scrvice is available in consuming markcts.
More than 400,000 cars of fruits and vegetables were so inspected
during the year. Many shippers who do not have certificd inaspection
also use the standard grades = a much desired practicce, it is saild,
provided the grading is properly done. For thc purposc of handling
situations where the quality of products is other than that
indicated by the markings on packages, thc Sccrotary of Agriculturc
last January designated the Burcau's inspectors as inspectors under
the Food and Drugs Act.

~===0000000===~
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SALES OF FARM PRODUCE AT THE ALEXANDRIA RAILWAY
GOODS YARD AND IN SUSSEX STREET, SYDNEY.

An unexpected improvement in prices of potatoes was a
feature of trading during April. At the beginning of the month 1t
became evident that this season's crop of local tubers would be
much smaller and Tasmanian growers werc advised to regulate their
weekly shipments. As a result, consignments throughout the period
aggregated 89,094 bags. Agents reported that the ravages of blight
were less in evidence and that the confidence of buyers generally
had been restored. Quotations opencd at low figures but advanced
rapidly; Brownells were quoted at £7.0.0 to £12.0.0; Bismarcks
£6.,10.0 to £11.10,0; Pinkeyes £6.0,0 to £11.0.0; Snowflakes and
Arranchiefs £6.0.0 to £10.10.0 per ton. For the greater part of the
month the market was very firm, although towards the close¢ shipments,
encouraged by the higher prices ruling, were slightly in excess of
trade needs. A total of 1,200 bags of Victorian Carmens also came
to hand in Sussex Street and tended to ease the general market tone.
These stocks were disposed of at up to £11,0,0 per ton. Local growers
railed 4,016 bags to the Alexandria Yard which included the first
Taralga-grown tubers of the season. Higher standards of grading were
attained and clearances at most times werc rapid. The market opened
at £4.5.0 to £6,10.0 per ton and advanced steadily to range from
£7,15,0 to £10.10.0 per ton in the final week. The greater part of
the offering was forwarded by growers in the Crookwcll district who,
despite severe losses from grub infestation, maintained a high grade
standard of quality. Onc consignment of Victorian potatocs amounting
to 211 bags was also in position and realised £11.0.0 per ton by
private treaty.

The only supplies of onions on the Sydney wholesale markct
during April comprised 13,840 bags shipped from Victoria to the
Sussex Street wharves. Valucs, gcnerally speaking, were flrmer than
thcy had been for some time and no fluctuations were 1in evidence.,
Brown table onions moved out satisfactorily at all times at £7.0.0
to £8.0.,0 per ton and pickling onions of both the brown and white
varieties were much in request at £4.10.0 to £6.0.0. White table
onions were reported to be going out of season and considerable
variations in gquality were apparent. Prices ranged accordingly from
£8.0,0 to £15.0.0 per ton.

A most satisfactory market ruled for local pumpkins at
Alexandria during the period under review. Supplies amounting to 38
trucks were on offer and agents experienced no difficulty in
effecting brisk clearances at £3.0.0 to £6.0.0 per ton. No Quecnsland
pumpkins were available and consignments from Windsor, which in
previous months had been conveyed by road direct to the Municipal
Market, commenced to decline in quantity. The fact that buyers were
forced to rely on rail stocks resulted in the improved demand at
Alcxandria.

Receivals of Tasmanian 3wedes, carrots and parsnips were
more cxtcensive. With the advent of the cooler weother, an appreciable
improvement in inquiry was noticeable. Shipments comprised:-
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Swedes 6,458 bags; Carrots 2,754; Parsnips 348 bags. Priccs of
swedes, on account of irregular distribution throughout thc period,
ranged from £3.0:0 to £6.0.0 per ton, but carrots and parsnips werce
fairly stable at £5.0.0 to £8.0.0 for the former and £8.0.0 to
£10.0.0 per ton for the latter.

Turning now to sales of forage, we find a continuation of
the conditions existing cduring the previous month. Rainfall in the
Western Division was 75 per cent. bclow normal during april and,
although the best rain for some timc was rccorded gencrally over
inland New South Wales, drought conditions werc not cnded. Hand-
fecding of starving stock continued and, owing to the spccial frcight
rates on fodder for this purposc, supplices at Alexandria were
considerably curtailcd. Only 104 trucks of oaten chaff came to hand
and as buyers competed kecnly prices advanced to be, in general, 20/~
per ton above thosec of March, from £6.10.0 to £8.10.0 being rccorded.
Extremcly large shipments of Tasmanian oaten chaff, howevcr, proventod
cny further rise.-Altogcther, 36,200 bags werce received, a large
percentage of straw chaff being included. This was practically
unsaleable duc to its low nutriment valuc and quotations stood at
£5.0,0 to £5.5.0 per ton. Grain chaff, howcver, although not cqual
to local standards of quality, ncvorthcless sold wcll at £6.0.0 to
£7.0.0 por ton. The offering of wheeten chaff at rail was much
smaller, amounting to only 18 trucks which clearcd readily at priccs
equal to those rocorded for local oaten chaff,

The lightness of supplics, which was a fcature of local
grain chaff at Alexandria, also applied to luccrne chaff. Rccelvals
ageregated 38 trucks which were well within the necds of buyers and
realisations advanced by over £1 per ton. Agents experienced no
difficulty in selling stocks at £7.5.0 to £9.10.0. The offering of
mature lucerne hay at rail was considerably smaller, amounting to
" only 40 trucks. These were much in request at the higher rate of
£7.10.0 to £10,0.0 per ton. The deficiency was partly remedied,
however, by the 110 trucks of Maitland lucerne hay receivec. Some
specially choice samples of "green" were available and buyers were
obliged to substitute these for their usual requirements of mature
hay. Prices increased very substantially and from £5.0.0 to £8.0.0
per ton was realised without difficulty. A moderate percentage of
partly-dried hay was also included in consignments from this
district. Buyers again competed actively and from £6.10.0 to
£8.10.0 per ton was recorded. Towards the end of the month, however,
supplies began to come forward too consistently and the market
showed signs of weakening. Shipments to Sussex Strect from the
Hunter River totalled 290 bales during the period. Quotations early
varied betwecn £4.0.,0 and £6.,0.0 per ton but later advanced to range
from £5.0.0 to £7.5.0.

Only 32 bales of Victorian oaten hay came to hand, On
account of this smaller supply, prices were higher at £10,0.0 per
ton. At Alexandria 36 trucks were received, of which only a portion
was madc available to buyers. Disposals were effected at £6.1040
to £8.0.0 per ton.
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A very steady market ruled for Tasmanian straw in Sussex
Street. Shipments during the perioc amounted to 4,420 bales which
were within trade requirements. Agents experiencec little difficulty
in maintaining disposals at £4.10.0 per ton. Local growers railed
35 trucks to Alexandria which sold to a satisfactory demanc at
£4.0.0 to £4.10.,0 per ton.

Very little trading was conducted in wheat at Alexancria
throughout April. Only 13 trucks arrived anc clearances were quiet
at 4/334 to. 4/74 per bushel. No sales took place in respect of the
15 trucks of oats received and all lines passed into store. In
Sussex Street, however, moderate quantities of Tasmanian oats
averaging approximately 300 bags per week were placed in the open
market. These moved out well at most times and realisations varied
between 3/7d4 and 4/3& per bushel. There werc also large quantities
shipped to Sydney in fulfilment of private orders. Two trucks of
barley were offered at rail anc brought 3/3d and 3/6d per bushel
at auction, respectively.

The market for maize underwent some remarkable changes
during the month. At the commencement, a steady demand was apparcent
ond values werec firm at 4/6C to 4/8a per bushcl. Sudcenly, however,
an influx of orders from the drought-stricken areas of the State
resulted in the market rising almost overnight by 1/1@ per bushel.
Around the middle of the month, large stocks from the Northern Rivers
and from Queensland clearecd rapidly at the ruling rate of 5/94 per
bushel. Then came rain in some areas and a partial cessation of
orders from country districts. The market declined and rangecd from
5/4¢ to 5/6A per bushel with supplies moving out slowly. Such was
the position at the close¢ of the month, Arrivals throughout the
period aggregatec 10,672 bags of which approximately 5,000 werc from
Queensland districts. At Alexandria, 25 trucks were availlable, prices
‘being governed by those ruling on the wharves.

====0000000====

WHEAT CROPS IN VARIOUS OVERSEAS COUNTRIES.

A report from Ottawa, Canada, discloses that the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics' first estimate is that 24,100,000 acrcs will be

sown to Spring wheat this season, or about 2 million less than the
area seeded in 1937.

Washington advises that, based on reports furnished by its
correspondents, the Crop Reporting Board of the Unltecd States
Department of Agriculture places the 1958 acreage for harvest at
50,677,000 or 4,731,000 morc than last year. It i3 estimatcd that
production will amount to 754,200,000 bushels, an increase of
69,100,000 as comparcd with the previous season's figures.

The revised estimate of production for 1937-38, issued by
the Argentine Dcpartment of Agriculture, i1s for 184,765,000 bushels.

====0000000===~=
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SHEEP AND CATTLE FAIRLY WELL SUPPLIED
AT HOMEBUSH SALEYARDS, SYDNEY.

Although large numbers of sheep and lambs were forward
at the Homebush Saleyards during April, the actual number yarded
was considerably below that of the previous month. Several
factors were responsible but mainly the shortage could be
attributed to the uncertainty caused by industrial trouble among
mutton slaughtermen at the abattoirs; on one occasion selling
agents advised graziers to refrain from loading sheep or lambs
for the Homebush market until further notice. In addition, sales
held during April were fewer owing to the Easter Holidays and
Anzac Day, reducing the number to 6 selling days as against 9
during March. The number of sheep and lambs offered was 277,020
head or about 139,000 less than the previous month's total.
Nevertheless, the 60,000 mark was exceeded on one occasion.
Continued dry weather throughout the country and the shortage of
feed are forcing large numbers of plain and inferior sheep on to
the market which under normal conditions would have been held
by owners for the wool clip and subsequently sold. Throughout
April there was a shortage of really good sheep, those showing
any approach to satisfactory trade condition being forwarded from
the more favoured parts of the State. On a number of occasions,
however, very attractive lines of wethers and ewes werc available
and werc in particularly strong demand by all sections of the
trade. Fair to good trade wethers and ewes werc only moderatcly
ropresented and difficulty was frequently experienced by buyers
in obtaining a class of mutton suitable for their rcquirements.

Prices except for the very plain classes of shecp were
ot all times satisfactory, values for the grcatcr part of the
month being much more stcady than during March. A very dear
market rulcd on the first sale hcld after the Easter Holidays,
values for good quality shecp appreciating by from 1/- to 3/-
per hcad, duc principally to a light yarding and the rcsultant
scarcity of quality lines. Owing to the difficulties encountercd
by operators in disposing of the poorer class of mutton, a good
deal of variation was apparent in rcalisations for thcse grades
of shecp on the hoof. Some very satisfactory prices were realised
for somc outstanding grown sheep, wethers making up to 27/~ and
ewes to 21/- per head. Gencrally speaking, however, ratcs for
wethers showing quality and finish ranged from 16/~ to 22/-
and ewes from 13/- to 18/- per head, the market for mcdium to
fair classcs becing relatively lower. The demand for very plain
sheep was dull and salcs were effected at very low prices; 1n
many instances 1t would appear doubtful if realisations would
be sufficicnt to clcar expenses involved in forwarding to
markect.

Best wether mutton rcached 44d but on an average could
be obtained at from 3d to 3%d per 1lb., although very heavy
mutton sold at 23d. The peak price for wether mutton was reached
on thc occasion when only a rclatively light supply of shecp was
available and competition from all sections of the trade
particularly active. The market for wethers closcd with mutton
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to 44 Qer 1b. but a substantial amount was sold at prices ranging
from 3zd to 32d. As was the case with wethers, high prices ranging |
to 324 per 1b. ruled for ewe mutton at closing but during the
greater part of April buyers obtained their requirements at from

254 to BEd according to weight and quality. The concluding sale of
the period was marked by a strong demand for ewes., Another feature
of the market was a better clearance of fair to plain sheep with

a consequent Improvement in realisgtions.

There were only moderate numbers of lambs on offer while
the supply of hoggets was not at any time in excess of demand.
Plain and wasty lambs comprised a large perccntage of offerings, ;
lines suitable for the local and export trades being difficult to
secure. Despite the general low standard of the yardings there
were at times pens of lambs which werc prime, well finished and cf
good shape and conformation. It was only to be expected that on
markets somewhat bare of quality these met with spirited competition!
and sold at prices well above the averagc, The demand for lambs was
consistently good, the market being fairly stcady for the most part
but showing a sharp upward movement approximating from 1/- to 3/~
per head over the closing sales of thc period. The very satisfactery
price of 27/~ per head was obtained for several consignments, while
the range for the month was 18/- to 25/- according to weight ard
quality. The &1 mark, however, was exceeded on many occasions, quite
a number of sales being effected at rates in the vicirnity of 24/-
per head.

During the ecarly part of April the top price per lb. for
lamb on the hoof was 6%d_but before the month closed buyers were
compeclled to pay 7d to 74d for the same class of lamb. Taking the
situation as a whole, however, rates for the better grade of
light lamb ranged from 6d to 6%d per lb., with special lires
exceceding thesc prices. Heavy sorts were disposcd of at rclatively
lower figures, ranging from 454 to 6d. Plainer grades werc cheaper,

Hoggets varied somewhat as rogards quality, a fair
proportion of those offered being on the plain side. Very
satisfactory clearances were made at prices ranging from 4d to
42d per 1lb. during the greater part of the period but as was the
case with lambs, a sharp rise was experienced during the closirg
sales prices advancing from 3d to #d and in some instanccs 4d

per 1b.

The skin markcet also showed an improvement towards the
close of April which further increased the return to thc produccr.
Viewing the month as a whole, prices for shecp and lambs generally
were satisfactory and, with the cexception of the very plain class
of stock, the ultimate return to the graziers should be plecasing.

although only six auctions were held during april, over
24,000 head of cattle werc disposed of, reprecsenting an exccptionally
high averagc yarding of about 4,000 per salc day. .JAccommodation in
the storec-stock scction was taxed almost to capacity, the total
bulls and stores sold amounting to 3,364. On Thursday, 21st April,
/o record.....
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a record yarding of 4,960 cattle was sold while a weck later the
total was but 28 short of this number. Contributing factors
rcsponsible for such heavy truckings werc the prcsent adversc
seasonal conditions and the extra demand created by the large
influx of visitors to Sydney over the Easter period. In addition,
the uncertain position regarding lamb and mutton supplics, which
causcd much.anxicty early in the month, was not without its
effect.

All things considered, the quality of offerings throughout
the period was very fair. Thosc ownors in the fortunate position of
having good cattlc obviously withhcld them in order to tako advantage
of the inercascd "holiday" demand, for on thc sales prior to and |
immediatcly aftcr Easter the improvement in the yardings was most
markcd. Tho last sale day, however, was probably a much truer
indication of what might bc cxpected during the wintcer, for the
pastoral outlook in the vast majority of crecas continucs to be most

serious.

Throughout the month the usual largce percentage of
bullocks and stecrs was noticeable and included in the supply were
several very attractive consignments, notably from coastal and
northern tableland districts. Good, heavy descriptions were more
in evidence than for some time past but, of course, formed only a
small proportion of the total. On each sale day the showing of
good trade lines was satisfactory, while plain and inferior sorts,
although plentiful, were less numerous than during previous months.
Rates realised showed a fairly wide variation, especially for the
lighter descriptions. Values for heavy bullocks of quality,
however, werc much more consistent, typical lines being worth from
30/- to 32/= per 100 lb. of beef. Among the light to mcdlum weight
bullocks, several outstanding lots were noticed and one particular
consignment of Herefords which was sold at the peak of the market
was worth from 37/- to 38/- per 100 1lb. dressed weight. These
bullocks averaged £11.17.0 per head and were cstimated to weigh
from 600 1b. up to 680 1lb., On the same market, a draft of fair
trade bullocks of mixed breeds made the equivalent of 33/- per
100 1b. Good to prime steers, which were only moderately supplied,
realised high prices, in some cases over 40/- per 100 1lb. being
obtained. The big majority, however, was sold at considerably less
than this figure, many lots of suiltable trade sorts bringing just
over 30/- per 100 1b.

Quite large numbers of plain and inferior cows and
heifers were disposed of during the pcriod and ratecs werc
generally very low, but demand for any lines showing a little
condition was very steady. On practically all salec days there was
a rcasonablc showing of quality lots and some very gatisfactory
sales were recorded, Early in the month a draft of good hcifers,
which could be classed as representative of many available, was
disposed of at an average pricc of £7.16.0 per head. They wecighed
approximately 470 1lb.
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Vealers and yearlings auctioned ranged from plain to
good trade with occasional lots of prime. Rates realised were
not so high as during past months; nevertheless some very good
salcs were noticed, espccially towards the middle of the period.

Early in April the market was rather dull and valucs
generally were easier to lower, but subsequently a much improved
tone became evident. By Easter, any fall in values had becn morc
than regained, while a weck later, with a shortagc of mutton and
lamb supplies, added competition was responsible for further all
round increasces. At the closc of the period, however, a pronounced
decline was noticeablc, plain and medium quality cattlc being most
affected.

==-=-0000000==~-=

TRADING IN FRUIT AND VEGETABLES
AT THE CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY.

Generally speaking, trading throughout the month of
April was satisfactory, most lines cleared reasonably well and
maintailned fair average prices.

Heavy shipments of from 50,000 to 60,000 cases of
apples were received from Tasmania weekly but supplies from
New South Wales districts were mostly only moderate. A better
demand for choice, local apples was noticeable early in the month,
while a steady inquiry was maintained for both local and
interstate supplies throughout the balance of the period under
review. Prices fluctuated within narrow limits but generally they
showed an improvement. Large Tasmanian Jonathans were oversupplicd
at one stage and were offered at recducec rates to facilitate
sales but on the whole clearances could be regarded as satisfactory.

Owing to a considerable increase in the quantity of
Winter Cole pears which arrived from Tasmania during the carly
part of the month, the market declincd by about 1/- per casc but
subsequently, with only moderatc consignments available, stocks
moved out readily at advanced rates. Choice Packham's Triumph
werc in request throughout and a gradual upwarcd trend in values
was apparent. Other varicties, such as Josephine, also clearecd
well at satisfactory prices.

This month marked the end of thc season for main-crop
Valencia oranges. Limited supplies were on offcr up to about the
third week; disposals of choicc grades were cffected at
satisfactory prices. Second crop fruit came to hand throughout
the period but it was not in favour with buyers and was, thercfore,
hard to sell, even at nominal ratcs. About the middle of April,
Navels from Coastal districts made their appearance on the market
in small quantities and rcalised from 6/- to 9/- per casc.
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Supplies steadily increased but choice, coloured fruilt moved out
well and values showed an upwarc trend. Limited consignments

also arrived from Queensland, best lines realising as high as 17/-
per casec.

Main crop lcmons, principally from coastal groves, were
marketed in steadily increasing quantitics, but many lots, being
green and immature, werc slow of sale. A gradual downward movement
in prices was apparent and only choice, coloured descriptions were
wanted. Some consignments of good quality fruit were received from
Quecnsland and sold steadily.

Practically no grapes were forthcoming from local centres,
the end of the scason having been recached, but ample supplics
continued to come forward from inlancd districts, the main sourcc of
supply being the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area. Quality Muscatcels
and Cornichons moved out well early in the month and values improved
but towards the close sales were retarded by the cooler weather
and prices depreciated.

Passion-fruit were in relatively light supply during the
first two weeks of April and the market advanced. More plentiful
supplies were subsequently forthcoming and a decline of about 2/-
per half-case was apparent. Prices throughout the month, however,
were very satisfactory, the range for best quality being fronm 12/-
to 15/- per half-case.

Weekly deliveries of pincapples were falrly heavy,
averaging in the vicinity of 3,000 tropical cases. Water blister
was prevalent, particularly during the early part of the pcriod,
and was not conducive to ready clearances. The market was subject
to weekly fluctuations but the general trend of prices was downward
until about the third week, after which stocks moved out more
readily and values appreciated.

The month opened with bananas in moderate supply and a
substantial incrcasc in price took place, the range being from
20/- to 28/- per tropical case. Later,more plentiful stocks were
held. Queensland consignments, particularly, increased considerably,
a total of 3,200 cases being received from that State during the
week ended 30th April. With such substantial quantities available,
the higher prices could not be maintained. Quantities of ripe
fruit were offered at much lower rates than those quoted in ordcer
to facilitate clearances. Arrivals for the month aggregated in the
vicinity of 37,000 cases.

Regular consignments of custard apples were received
from Queensland every Monday and Thursday. The bulk of each Monday's
deliveries was almost invariably in a ripe condition and had to be
cleared at nominal rates. Firm fruit, however, sold steadily at

satisfactory prices.
/Supplies....
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Supplies of peas fluctuated consicderably and a
corresponding variation in prices was noticeablc. Early 1in the
month, stocks were only light to moderate and cholcc lines clearec
reacdlly at advanced ratcs, some sales of extra choice belng
recorded at 14/- per bushel. During the latter half of April,
however, heavy consignments came to hand from the Murrumbidgce
Irrigation Area to supplement moderate supplies from local sources,
and lower values ruled. Othcer than choicc "locals" were difficult
to dispose of, although considerable quantities werc bought on
behalf of canncries at nominal rates.

The daily quota of beans varied from light to fairly
heavy. Quality descriptions clecarcd satisfactorily but medium and
inferior lots were difficult to dispese of and werc at tines
practically unsaleable. The market gradually cdeclined cduring the
first half of the period but by the cnd of thc month the depreciation
was more than recovered; choice lines rcalising to 9/- as against
8/- per bushel at the beginning of April.

Very satisfactory pricecs werc obtained for the modceratce
stocks of cabbages curing the first couplc of weeks of the period,
salcs of choicc "heads" being rccorded to 12/- per dozon,
Subscquently, however, rmuch morc plontiful supplics causcd a gracdual
decline in values and infeorior guality lots beecamec inercasingly
difficult to disposc of.

Cauliflowers werc well supplicd, but whilc the market
fluctuated somcwhat, prices throughout wcrc very satisfactory.

Lettuce moved out stecadily at ratcs ranging from 1/- to
3/- per dozen until towards the cnd of thc month when  relatively
light supplies resulted in a matcrial advance in pricecs, up to 6/~
per dozen being obtained for choiecec, large hcads.

Up to about the 20th April, consicdercble quantities of
tomatoes were received from the Gosford district and the Irrigation
Area to supplement fairly heavy local supplies. Large consignments
also arrived from Victoria, while limitec quantities came to hand
from Tasmania. During that period prices declined. During the latter
part of the month, however, Victorian consignments were rmuch
smaller and showed a falling-off in quality. Local ancd Gosforcd
supplies also fell off. Fairly large guantities still camec to hand
from the Irrigation Area but generally speaking, stocka werc only
mocerate. Choice, coloured lincs were in rcquest an’ values
appreciated considerably; these were, in fact, about 3/- per
half-case better than thosc ruling at the beginning of April.

~===0000000====~

, The Vegetable Growers' Association of New South Wales
will hold its annual conference on the lst and 2nd June, 1938.
Delegates representing various country centres, as well as those
in closer proximity to the City, will attend.
====0000000~~=~



-347-

5%5°802 | S¥¥ ‘ST 0T 836G °T 82 SFT°g| G3T°L3 | 8PT “9GT :SIVIOL
06T = = - - = = OST a8y 3sem
gro‘s 8LAG = = - = pfeley I89°T ‘3sny *yis
929 ‘P¥T | 93¢ ‘P - = - L80°g ~ eBT“CeT BTUBWS B,
82015 89¢ ‘g = < G2 0g 929°93 | 696°8T BTI030TA
60L ‘Y 3L9°‘8 20T 255 °1 = 9 TST G332 pugTsueeny
codryord .wwxm §988) sdeg se31van| s3ug s8eg s3eg
Sy L0l Lmﬂmw MﬂwmwM% sutydumd| suotep|sepemg| suotu | s803BlOg dLV IS
ST gV L ED A

96¢ ‘c¥ ¢ L8G ‘99 De8‘vHe 08e ‘1T 66933 SV IOL

SL SLY = = * 1SNy 3sem

3658 933 3828 - * 48NV U3s

VLB LAT 882 L8 ‘GAT - BTUBWS B,

YIS L 28L°0g GoF ‘¢3 %3 A BTJO3OTA

G88°¢9 J6T ‘2T 288 ‘AT 990 ‘TT L¥9 32 |pusTsuseny

SOE8BO B8EBO S988BO E8E8EBD S888O ALV IS

STV IOL §90 1BWO T, NI JOUY30 | svunusg SOUTJ Vilio

L I N ¥4
*82AT ‘HOMYN = VHC NV INV1 X4
CHEIVM HINOS MEN oINI GHINOINI SHIGYIEOEA ANV IINMA J0 NMAIFY




-348~

WHOLESALE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES
IN SYDNEY (N.S.W.) DURING APRIL, 1938.

The following table gives particulars of the range of

wholesale prices in Sydney as collected and recorded by the

State Marketing Bureau in respect of sales of various commodities

during the month of April, 1938:-

Commodity From To
Wheat : -
Bulk 3/10%d 4/1%2d per bushel
Bagged 3/11%4 4/2%a " |
Flour £9.15.0 £10.0.0 per ton
Bran £6.10,0 £ 7.0.0 ¥ !
Pollard £6.15,0 £ 7600 " "
Eggs (Hen) 2/- per dozen. No variation.
Butter:-
Choice 151/10 per cwt. )

First Quality 147/2 " " ) no variation.

Second Quality 142/6 " "

Cheese:~ i )
Loaf 103d per 1b.
Large 104 " "y no variation
Special Brands 1134 1/- per 1b.
Pigs (Abattoir Sales):-
Prime light porkers 34/6 41/6 per head
" med.wgt. " 36/6 5006 ¢ "
" heavy # 43/6 54/6 1 on
" baconers 60/6 76/6
Backfatters £2,15.0 £7:12.6 1 M

====0000000=~~~

SYDNEY WOOL SALES - APRIL.

The Sydney Wool Selling Brokers' Association advises
that 67,283 bales of wool, including 63,660 greasy and 3,623
scoured, were sold in Sydney during the month of April.

Class of Wool Per Bale Per lb.
Greasy £13.11.7 10-9d
Scoured £17.12.9 18.64
Greasy and Scoured £13.,15.6 11.24
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b= LAMDB (cood TRADE) is

AVERAGE ~ SPREAD" BETWEEN THE RETURN TO THE
PRODUCER & PRICE PAID BY THE CONSUMER

MARCH 1938

PER HEAD

\k\- d. Retail Butchers Exp.& Profits
48
_Cost to Retail Butcher 19-10

/ // Wh(':?ale_: But%hi@ Exp.l& Pg»)/g ts
3
Cost to Wh'sale Butcher 17-9 ///‘ (exclusive of skin value 3/6)

—— 2 - 5 =< Graziers Marketing Costs

£

s.d
Price to Consumer 1-4-6

Net realisatign by Grazier 15-4
(exclusive of skin value 3/c)

¢

- Net realisation by Grazier
B [ (exclusive of skinyvaluc 3a)

Costs of Production should
be deducted from #His return.

Compiled - J.H. 29.4.38
Drawn . E.H.S. 2.5.38
Checked - C.K. 3. 5. 38 A, A \WATSON

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING .

BASIS oF GRAPH: LAMBP &8 LBS. LIVE WEIGHT (34 LBS DRESSED
WEIGHT ) SOLD ON HOOF AT 21/3.



