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LOITHLY IIARITTING VIS,

A miscellany of matters relatin: to the marketin:
of »rimary procducts, at home and abroad,

Released durin; the second week of each month.

Issued by authority of the liinister for Arriculture
and prepared under the direction of the Director of liarketing,
in the State llarliretins Bureau, Department of Azriculture,
New South liales, Australia,

NOT.SS Ol MARITTING ORGANISATION.

Iv.
The British Marketins Acts.

The form and extent of the powers of the Inslish and
Scottish Marketing Doarcs are set forth, as to basic lesislative
provision, in The Agricultural larketing Acts, 1931 and 1933.
What follows is a brief resume of those Acts.

A scheme relatin? to the marketin~ of an agricultural
product of Great Dritain may be submitted by any persons who
satisfy the llinister that they are substantially rerresentative
of thc rersons who procduce that procduct in the area to wihich the
scheme is applicable. Defore approving a scheme the liinister
shall invite objections and representations with respect to it,
allowins not less than six weels for this purpose.

After consicdering any objection made, the lilnister may
édirect a public inquiry by a competent and impartial person at
the cost of the Government. If the Linister be eventuall
satisfied that the scheme (with or without modification3¥ will
conduce to more efficient production and marketing, he may,
after consultation with the Doard of Trade, submit a draft of
the scheme he approves to Parliament and il each House approve
such scheme, it shall come into force on a date specilied in
the order.

Zvery scheme shall provide for the registration of any
producer who makes apnlication for that purpcse and shall
constitute a board to administer the scheme which shall be
composed of elected representatives of registered producers.

Then follows (within a time specifiec in the 3Jcheme)
a poll of the resistered procucers on the guestion whethor the
scheme shall remein in force. If a majority be polled in/favour
Of LB A B I
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The Dritish larketin~ Acts (Contd., )

of the scheme equal to two-thirds of the votes that could have
been cast and, 1f such majority of votcs be cast by registered
producers capable of producing not less than two-thirds of the
product which all the reristered yroducers voting are capable of
producing, then the schome comes into operction at the expiration
of a suspensory period. Provided, further, that if 1t be proved
to the satisfaction of the liinister at any time before the expiry
of the 'suspensory period'! that the number of producers voting on
the poll was less than half the total number (excludin~ those
exemptod or entitled to be oxempted under the Scheme) he shall
forthwith, by order, rcvoke the schemo.

By 'suspensory period' mentioned in provious parazrcph
1s meant a period bezinning on the date when the scheme is
approved and endins at the oxpiration of such period (not being
less than onec month or more than two months).

If 1t be decided as the result of the poll that the
acheme shall remain in force, every procucer who 13 not recistered
or cxempted from registration will be »rohibited from selling the
product concerned.

A scheme may provide for (inter alia)

(a) empowering the Board to buy the product, to produce
such commodities from that product as may be specified in the
scheme, and to sell, grade, pack, store, adapt for sale, insure,
advertise and transport the product znd any comnodity so procduced
by the Board;

(bj requiring producers to sell the product ..... only
to or through the amency of the Board;

(c) requiring registered producers to furnish to the
Doard such estimates, returns, accounts and other information as
the Board may consider necessary;

(d) enabling the Board to encourare agricultural
co-operation, rescarch and elucation.

Any producer who sells the procduct in contravention of
the provisions of the scheme shall be liable on surmary convietion
to a fine not exccedins £5, or, on conviction on inlictment, to a
fine not exceeding £200 and, in either case, to an additional
fine not excecdins half the price at which the product was sz’

Therc 1s provision in the Act for the appointment by
the Ilinister of two Committees for Great Lritain, In~land and
Scotland, respectivoly, viz., a Consumers'! Committee and a
Committee of Investigation. y

A L O )
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A Consumers' Committee 1s charced with the duty of
considering and reporting to the llinister on the effect of any
scheme on consumers and any complaint made to the Committee as to
the effect of any such scheme on consumers,

A Committee of Investigation shall, if the llinister so
directs, report to the lilnister on any report made by a Consumers!'
Conmittee and any complaint made as to the operation of a scheme
which, in the opinion of the lfinister, could not (in terms of the
Act) be referred to o Consumers' Committee,

If a Committee of Investigation reports that any
provision of a scheme, or any act of omission of a Doard
administering a scheme is contrary to the intcrests of consumers,
the liinister may (after consultation with the Doard of Trade)
amend the Scheme or may, by order, revoke it or may order the
Board to rectify the matter, subject, however, to the necesaity
for submission of the liinister's proposel to both Ilouses of
Parliament and to the power of Parliament to annul such roposal
and subject, further, to the liinister siving the Boarc concerned
notice of the action he proposes taking and considering any
representations which the Doard, within fourteen days of such
notice, may make.

Some explanation is necessary of what is meant by
‘contrary to the interests of consumers' (see previous paragraph).
The Act makes the very interesting provision that "in considering
vessessss Whether any person repnresents the interests of consumers
of any product, or whether any rrovision of a scheme or any act
or omission of the Board administering a scheme is contrary to the
interests of consumers ..s.ssssss regard shall be had to the interests
of persons who purchase the »roduct, or cormodities producel wholly
or partly therefrom, for their own consumption or use and not to the
interests of vpersons who purchase the wroduct, or such commocdities
8s aforesaid, for the purposec Of any trade or industry carriec on

by them."

For the purpose of malting loans to Doarcs administering
schemes under the .ict, therc is ~rovision for the establishment and
mointenance of "The Agricultural llarleting Fund", an Inglish fund
acninistered by the liinister for Agriculture and Fisheries and
"The Agricultural Harketins (3cotland) Mund administercd by the
Scottish Department of Agriculture, under the control and cirection
of the Secretary of State for 3cotland,

LUCL agonesn
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Yet another provision of the Act which cannot be
omitted from these notes is one which empowers the lMinister to
constitute one or more Agricultural Marketin- Reorsanisation
Cormissions for Great Dritain, Zngland or Scotland, charged with
the duty of preparing in accordance with the Act schemes for
regulating the marketing of such agricultural »roducts as the
Minister may direct,

For the purposes of this particular series of notes, it
i1s not necessary to review the Act of 1933 in detail, though it
may well have attention in another series. lPart I deals with the
Regulation of Importation of Asricultural Products and Sales of
Home~-producec Agricultursl IProducts, Plart II with Development
schemes for Crganisinz the Procduction of 3econdary Arricultural
Iroducts and Part III with Amendments of the Act of 1931.

iart I of the Act of 1055 linlzs-up with the Act of 1931
in its first section. It provides that the Doard of Trade, after
consultation with the liinister for A~riculture and Iisheries and
with the Secretarics of State concerned with agriculture in .
Scotland and Northern Ireland, respectively, nay make an ordcer |
regulating the importation into the United Lingdom of any such
agricultural »roduct as may be specifiod in the order, provided it
appears that thosc in whose interests the order is made have taken |
all such steps as are practicable and necessary for the efficient

reorganisation, by means of Egricultural marketins schemes "or
schcmes under this Act" of their industry,

Another »rovision of lart I to which reference may be
made here, is that empowerinz the Iliinister to appoint a ilarket
Supply Cormittee "to review generally the circumstances affecting
the supply of agricultural products in the United Iingdom and to
make rccommendations ...... as to any steps which ousght, in the
opinion of the Cormittee, to be talien for regulating that supply....

Part II of the Act of 1933 also nakes contact with the
Let of 1931 in its first section, which provides that the Doards
resphectively alministering two or more agricultural marketing
SChores seeeesse noy submit for approval by the apprronriate
iiinister a developnient schernie for orcanising in connection with
the said marlketin- schomes "the production of that secondary
product «.sss.. to which any of the saicd agriculiural narketing
30113!&103 TEEEEE R &pplie{‘.. i 1:1niat6rial N G.DDI'OV:J.]. 13 31.113,1001:
to subnission to and approval by Parliament,

LR iisdosn
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A decvelopment schome under Part II may require that
no person shall produce the secondary product in promises in an
arca to which a rclated marketins scheme applies, unless he is
exempt from rcgistration under the markcting scheme, or unless he
holds in respcct of those premiscs a producer's liccnse issued
by a Development Doard. The object of o producer's license is
efficicnt production and reducins or preventing excessive
production. Drastic penalties are provided for production in
contravention of a devclopment schome.

It is provided thot the sccondary products to which
Fart IT oprlics arc baeon (including hams) ancd any agricultural
product wholly or partly manufacturcd or derived from another
agricultural product covered by an order in force under the Act
of 19353.

The amondments of the princinal Act of 1031, as set
forth in Part III of the Act of 1933, thoush important, call for
no particular referencc in this serics «f notes beyond mention
of the fact that provision i3 made for the inclusion in the
membership of a Doard administering a marketins scheme of two
persons co-opted by the Board, after consultation with the larket
Supply Committec.,

Regardins the matter of co-opting Board members, the
Act of 1933 states (inter alia) that "every person co-opted to a
Boarc ....... shall be a person who, in the opinion of the persons
co-opting him, is specially qualified for membership of the
Joard by reason of his commercial or financial ability". This
nrovision savours of that in the New South llales Act for inclusion
in the membership of a llarketing Doard of not more than two
Government nominees.

Part IV of the Act of 1933 commences with an interesting
provision for the sale of ogrs by weight or under grade
degsi~nation., For the rest its miscellancous and supplementary
nrovisions rcquire no comment here. A sccond anending Agricultural
Ilarketin~ Act was passed in 1900. It 1s a very short measure, the
provisions of which need not be reviewed in this series of notes.

A.AM.
(To be continued).

CORRLCTION: In "Notes on lMarketins Organisation", on page 180 of
the November issuc the word 'hanned'! ap:earins in Line 5 of the

last paracraph should read 'bound'.

e
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TH.: CALI"ORNIAN AGRICULTURAL iTORATL ACT AND
ITS OIERATION:

The Agricultural Prorate Act was passed by the Legislature
of California in 19353, with a view to providing machinery for
controlled orderly marketing of agriculturdl products.

For some years prior to 1933, the producers of the bulk of
the more important agricultural crops in California had encountered
difficulties in the way of satisfactory marketing, These problems
were due to the seasonal or annual surpluses which at some time or
another during the marketing period glutted the markets, thus :
rendering 1t impossible for producers to obtain reasonable returns.
Under conditions where surpluses were available and there was no
marketing control, the competition between prowers to dispose of
their perishable and semi~perishable crops tended to depress all
prices to low levels, and it was found difficult, if not well~nigh
impossible, to réstore them to a reasonable basis during the
marketing season,

Co-operative marketing organisations have filled a prominent
position in the distribution of Californian crops, more especially
since 1923. These organisations have as one of thelr primary
objects the orderly marketing of the products of their members and
their efforts have shown that market stability and improved price

levels accrue from orderly marketing. It has alsc been demonstrated

that failure to include in a marketing programme even a relatively
small proportion of the production available for marketing at any
one time tends to nullify orderly marketing endeavours.,

This experience led, in the years just orior to the passage
of the Prorate Act in 1953, to a number of efforts being made with
various crops to include all of the production in individual market=
ing programmes and it was demonstrated that eminently satisfactory
results in the way of market stabllisation could be obtained when
entire crops were sent to market wunder controlled orderly marketing,
These schemes entailed voluntary support only. It was found that
all production could not be held under the control of a voluntary
programme and that all growers could not be expected to continue
voluntary adherence as the extra profits accrulng to deserters frog
the scheme invariably appealed to the greed of a sufficient number
of producers to cause programmes of a voluntary character to break

down.

The conclusion arrived at in the lizht of the foregoing
experience was that it was useless to set in operation schemes
based on support by all, or even nearly all producers, unless the
means could be found to compel adherence to such a scheme once it
was put into effect. The Agricultural Prorate Act is deemed to be
a means whereby that purpose can be accomplished and 1s said to be a
logical outcome of an experience of over ten years in w?%ch there

aSIOH
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was evolved a sound method to solve the problem of agricultural
surpluses for Californian farmers.

Proration has been defined'as the arbitrary allocation, on
a proportionate basis, of the available market amons the interested
producers with a curtailmeunt of marketings to correspond with
existing adequate demand®.  The Act is desizned to afford the
producers of any agricultural commodity the opportunity of coming
under a marketing control scheme which will save them the losses
often sustained in marketing products that sell at prices which do
not return cost of production. The rerulation of the marketing of
the entire flow of a given commodity is contemplated, thus avoiding
~luts and famines and assuring; stabilised prices. The Act applies
to producers of perishable or semi=pcrishable crops in which a
surplus exists at some time durin~ the marketin; season with the
exception of commodities which meet substantial marketing competition
from other States. In passing, it may be said that the Act author=
ises control of a crop only when it is reacy to marlket anc then
only to the extent necessary to insurc its orderly moévement to
market. Such control does not include price fixing.

The first step towards the establishment of a proration
zone is for the producers concerned L0 present a petition, All
districts in Celifornia producing; the crop to be prorated and
marketins i1t in a substantial volume at the same time are included
in the same zone. A district need not be included unless marketing
competition 1s furnished. Under the Statute no prograrme can be
initiated for any crop except at the instance of at least two-thirds
of the producers of the crop having at least 51. of such crop and
then only after the agriculturd Prorate Commission (a body appoint-
ed under the Act for its administration) 1s satisfied upon certain
points, including the following:-

(1) that the economical stability of the agricultural
industry concerned either 1s Imperilled or is about to
be imperilled by prevalling market conditions

(2) that asricultural waste is occurring or about to
occur, the waste being defincd as the waste occurring
in harvestinz, packing and shipping that portion of
crops for which no demand exists at reasonable prices

(3) that the institution of a prorated marketing
programme will conserve the azricultural wealth of
California and prevent economic waste

(4) that the progranme will advance the public welfare
without injusticc to any producer

(5) that the commodity in questilon carnot be marketed
at a reasonable profit other than by means of the

Pro-ramie.
/Upon...

- i
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Upon the Institution of a proration programie in a marketing
zone, the .Agricultural Prorate Commission selects a »rogramme
oommittag consisting of seven members, five of whom are sroducers
and two handlers operating in the zone. If any merketing agency
handles more than one-fifth of the production it is entitled to
name such proportion of the producer=members of the committee as the
production it controls is of the total nroduction, with a limit of
three. In actucl practice it would appear that subject to statutory
safegucrds for the protection of the public against unreasoncble
prices, and to the requirement that all producers be treated impar=
tially, the producers, through the committee largely of their choice,
administer the marketlng programmes, The »rogramme committee deterw
mines the method, manner and extent of proration and moy modify the
programme at any time with the ap»iroval of the Commission, The
programmes vary in their fectures according to the choracter of the
commodlty concerned and the merketing »ractices »Hreviiling in its
distribution. 'here crops are harvested and marketed over a limited
period of time, the markéting season is divided into »roration nerlods
of from one to two weeks, The production of each grower which will
be available during any one proration period is determined by actual
check or by estimates, The programme committee decides what availw
able markets will absorb in the same period at »rices returning to’
producers their costs of »roduction plus, at times, & small profiv .
If the morket is unable to absorb available supplies, the nercentage
of curteilment is arrived at and applied to the production of each
grower, and each is permitted to market the same percentage of his
available procduction. The same method is applied to ovroduction
which is sold annually en masse., A percentage of curtallment is
fixed and the marketings of each producer are restricted in the same
proportions The quantity vhich is so curtailed is :eld for subsew
quent introduction into marketing channels or diverted for use in
other directions,

It may be mentioned here that no programme may be imnosed
upon growers nor can it be continued after 40% of the »roducers with
40% of the production, petition for its termination.

(To be continued).

The pastoral outlook in New South Wales at the close of
October was fairly satisfactory, except for the Western half of the
Statc. During November some good falls of rain occurred on the
Coast and Tablelands, and parts of the Slopes and North Central Plain
also benefitcd. In cach of thesco divisions, exccpt wherc grasshoppors
have denuded pasturcs, the position, in the main, is fairly good.
The Riverina, Ccntrol Plain and Westorn Divisions, cxcept for
seattercd storms oxpericnced o dry spell; fecd dried off rapidly
and tho position, in a number of districts, will bocomc scricua
unloss rain occurs at a very carly date. Apart from somo
of tho loss favourcd districts, wherc surplus supplics arc
bocoming dcplcted, available water 13 adcquatce for proscnt

requiromonts.
——----ooo--a-ﬂ—
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THS ORGANISATION OF THE IMCAT INDUSTRY IOR
MARITUTING PURPOSTS.

The pastoral industry in New South ‘Jales, ever since 1lts
modest beginnings in the early days of settlement, has bulked largely,
not only as the main rural activity but as the chief source of the
national wealth. With the development which has taken place with
the passage of years we have reached the stage where about 905 of
the area of the State utilised for the principal forms of primary
production is devoted to grazing.

The following figures which have been extractcd from the
Commonwealth Quarterly Summary of Statisties shows the present dls-
tribution of cattle, sheep and pigs in the Commonwealth.

STATC CATTLE SHELP PIGS
Tow South Wales 5,588,538 55,300, 000 436,944
Victoria 2,091,246 17,663,103 14,301
Queensland 6,033,004 20,125, 000 304, 888
South Australia 335,354 7,900,000 03,458
flestern Australia 882,761 9,024,758 98,026
Tasmania 270,035 2,000,000 45,163
Northern Territory 900, 535 25,000 556
Fed.Capital Territory © 10,186 ‘243,669 629
Total Australia 13,911,659 112,281,530 1,293,964

Tt is of interest to note that New Scuth Wales has riore i
sheep and pics than any other State and 1s only exceedecd oy Queensland

in the number of cattle.

Only slightly over 1,000,000 sheep are grazed in the Coaztal
belt of New South Wales as the climatic concltions are noi very
favourable for sheep raising. The Tablelands carry cver 12 million,
the Western Slopes over 16, the Central Plains and Riverini between
16 and 17 and the Western Division apyproximetely 7 million, Although
by far the sreater percentasge of sheep in this State i3 ralsed
primarily for wool, substantial numbers are slaughtered, the total
being over 62 millions in the year ended 5lst March, 1935. of
the cattle, about one-third of the total is kept for dairying ard
is largely depastured in Coastal districts; the other two-thirds
ere raised for slawhtering and are distributed in the folliowling
manner ;- approximately one-third in the Coastal area, one-quarter
each in the Teb lolands ond Western Slopes Division, wilth nearly
350,000 in the Central Plains and Riverina snd almost 90,000 In the

Western Division. Most of the pigs are ralsed in conjunction wlth
/dairying, ..
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dairying and are killed for consumhtion 28 pork or bzcon, It will
be seen, therefore, that the meat industry of Wew South 7ales is
very important and of considerable dimensions.

The slaughter of live stock for szle as fooc, either for
local consumptiocn or for export, 1s permitted only in places
licensed for the purpose, in accordznce with the Cottle Slavughtering
Act 1902, In country towns, licensed slaughter houses are inspected
by a local officer appointed and controlled by the loc-l Government
authorities, 1In Newcastle, the second City of the Stote, publio
abattoirs were established in 1912 under the control of a Board
elected by the Councils of the loecal arecs in the district,

In the Metropolitan area of Sydney, the bulk of the stock is
slaughtered at the State abattoirs at Homebush Bay, situcted on the
Parramatta River, about 8 miles to the west of the City, Cattle
gold at the Homebush Sale Yards (in close »roximity to the Abattoirs)
are inspected in the Yards by a Meat Commission's Insvector before
being offered for scle and those showlng signs of disease aré marked
as "suspects" and receive special attentlon at the ‘battoirs, Sheep
and lambs are not subject to any inspection other than thot which
takes nlace after slaughter., Thore is a staff of insvectors et
the 3tate Abattoirs, and Inspectora are a1lso atationed at the Sydney
Meat Freserving Company's and the Riverstone Meat Commany's Works at
Auburn and Riverstone, respectively. In the case of small nrivately
ovned slaughter houses in the Counbty of Cumberland outside the
Metronelitan Area, Meat Commission®s Inspectors attend on the days
slaughtering takes place and inspect all animals killed. The
onerctions of the Inspectorial Staff are supervised by the Veterinary
O0fficers of the Metropolitan Meat Industyy Comiission, who pay
regular visits to the different estcblishments,

The following summary shows the distribution of sldughtering
operations in New South 'ales in the year ended 3lst Marchﬁ 1935,
For the purposes of classification in thils table the term "‘battoirs"
relates to éstablishments in which 100,000 or more sheep were
slaughtered,

—

District and

Cattle

Establishments _ Sheop _ Iambs Bullocks Cows Calves Pigs
Stete Abattolrs 1,736,256 1,281,535 126,070 78;584 137,758 158,260
Other Abattoirs 540,982 779,280 35,427 10,677 15,128 28,562
Balance of Count; ’ . ‘ . i
" OWberiand .. " 85;811 3,304 1,662 2,658 1,059 45,563
Total, Cumberland 2,302,749 2,064,128 163,159 91,919 153,945 226,395
Country Abattoivs 217,201 132,167 54,757 22,960 18,062 31,145
"Slaughter Houses 678,254 114,485 138,466 129,150 193,559 233,141
Stations & Farms  1;039,1.36 61,898 12,841 7,446 4,273 14,378
:Total, Country 2,134,68L 08,550 186,064 159,556 216,794 278,664

_Grend Total .,

4,437,430 2,372,678

349,225

251,475 370,739 505,059

/@hﬂ numbeXr ¢ e e
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The number of licensec sl-ughterh in New South a
at 3lst March, 1935, was 1,186, & ouses in Ve outh irales

The slaughter of stoclt .nd +the sale of meat in the County
of Cumberlend, vhich contains the Metronoliten ‘rea, are under the
control of the Metropolitin Meat Industry Commissioner, itho is
appointed by the Governor, The greater hronortion of the live stock
intended for killing 1s forwarded from country districts by rail to
Flemington (or Homebush as it is usually referred to), in the case of
sheep or cattle, or to the Homebush ibattoir Saleyards in the casé
of plgs and calves, for sale by auction by various sellinz agents,
The carcase butchers purchase the animals on the hoof and déliver
them to the Commission for slaughter at the State Abettoirs, In
passing, it must not be overlooked that considerable nunmbers of stock
purchased 1ln the country are brought dovm for slaughter &t the
Abattoirs without passing through the Homebush Saleyards. Following
delivery, the stock are killed and trected by the steff of the
Abattoirs, and, after chllling, the cdrcases are delivered to the
omers early in the following morning, There is a dlstributing
depot at Pyrmont on the Darling Harbour railway line, but the bulk
of the meat now passes through the new Meat Hall at the ib.ttoirs,
Delivery of meat for local consumption 1s from the Denots mentioned
to retall butchers, mostly per medlum of motor vens. The Abattoirs
have a scale of charges covering the costs involved, whilst for
frozen me:t there are additional fees for freezing, wrapning, storage
and delivery to ship!s sido,

Thomas Suteliffe Mort of Sydnei, New South 'Tales, vho exXpér=
Imented in the shipping of cured meat to England as early as 1843,
returned to this phase of his many=-sided activities in 1870, then he
began a series of experiments in freezing and thawing meat with a
view to repecting his earlier attempt to send it to England, He
chertered the first steamer for the frozen meat trace in about 1875
and although this shipment involved Mort in very heavy loss his work
in this direction paved the way for the success achleved in 1878,

The meat export trade did not assume its present importcence in New
South Wales until towards the end of the nineteenth centwry, when

the »rovision of refrigerdted space in steamers made it possible to
send frozen meat overseas., Sinee then, although it has been subject
to vielssitudes, this trade, embracing Doth frozen and canned meats,
has growvn considerably, Most of the large modern steamers visiting
the ports of New South Wales have refrigerated space provided,

whilst & number of vessels have been specially equipped for the
carrying of chilled cergoes., During 1932 a system was evolved
whereby chilled meat might be kept long enough to dermit transport
from Australia to the English consumer, and this hos encbled
Australia to compnete on & more equal footing in the more profitcble
chilled meat trede which had nreviously been monopolised by South

American suppliers. (To be continued) CeK,
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THE SEAPORTS OF NE'7 SOUTH WALES ~ A RESUME OF THE
FACILITIES AND OTHER RELEVANT MATTERS,

- Consideratiors of space precluded thé publication of this
article in 1ts entirety in the November issue. 1In continuation,
the following is largely aiven over to a discussion of the wvarious
acts, etc., which have been passed to provide for the proper cantrol
and management of the different ports of the State.

There is quite a number of small vessels operatilng along
the coast of New South Wales which, &s well 28 carrylng general cargo,
transport considerable quantities of farm and dairy produce, fruit
and timber from the North and South Coast ports of the States The
interstate vessels, as their name implies, trade largely between
Sydney and Newcastle in New South Wales and the capital citles of
the other States of the Commonwealtii cargoes are mostly of a
miscell-neous nature, but there are times when they arc comprised
almost entirely of fruilt and vegetables, chiefly avples and potatoes,
Reference in this instance is made particularly to those vessela
trading between Tasmania and Sydney and to a somewhat lesser degree
between Sydney and Melbourne. I

The Federal Parliament is empowered under the Commonwealth
Constitution to make laws relating to trade and commerce with other
comntries and among the States, which includes navigation and
shipping as well as such matters as 1ighthouses, lightships, beacons, |
buoys and quarantine. The Fedsral Tevigation Act ?1912u555 contains |
inter alia, special legislation in regard to navigation and shipping.
The pruvisions of the Act apply to all ships registered in Australia
as well as to thode vesscls of 3ritish ownership on round voyages to .
ar from Australla, Tt is also necessary for all vessels engaged !
in the coastal trade to be licensed. !

Sinee 1901 and up to February, 1936, the State Department
of Navication exercised control in an administrative cavaclty over’
all ports in New South Wales, excluding Sydneoy, as well as adminise
tering the Harbour and Tonnage Rates Act (1920} which authorised the
collection of harbour and tonnaze rates at all ports other than
Sydney, the control of this port being vested in the Sydney Harbour
Prust,  The Maritime Sorvices Act, 1935, which came into operation
on the lst February, 1936, transferred the powers and functions of
the State Department of Navigation and the Sydney Harbowr Trust to
the Marltime Services Board of New South Wales. The versonnel of
the Board cénsists of five commlssioners, appointed by the Governmond,
of whom two, representing shipping and commercial intercsts, devote
only nart of their time to the Boardts works The Act also provides
for an Advisory Committee, which has been eppointed and comprises
five members, all Governmental appointeos, The functlon of the
Committee is to advise the Board in all matters rolating to the Port
of Newcastlee. The Chairman of the Committec is nominated by the
Maritime Services Board and the other four members are represcntative

of interests relating to the adminlstration of the par W P
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In New South Wales certain charges, known as port charges,
payable in respect of ship'!s cargoes and shipning are imposed by the
Comonwealth Government under the provisions of the Lighthouse Act
and the Federal Navigation Act, and by the State Government under
the Navigation Act of New South Wales, the Harbour and Tomnage Rates
Act and the Sydney Harbour Trust Acts., The State enactments dre
administered by the Maritime Services Board of New South Walese
Under Federal Leglslation the principal charges levied are light dues,
fees for the survey of ships and the adjustment of compasses. Common=~
wealth light dues are required to be pald in respect of every ship
entering any port in Australia and are payable guarterly at the rate
of-9d per ton net, The payment of these dues at any one port enables’
a vessel to enter any other port or port: without incurring addition~
al fees during a period of three months, In the case of those
vessels only calling at one port in Australla en route to an ¢verseas
destination, the charge is 5d per ton net, although provision is made
whereby a proportion of the 1light dues may be refunded if a vessel 1is
laid up for a period of at least one month. To ensure the safety
of sea-borne goods and passengers, the Federal Navigatlion Act requlres
that all sea-going vessels must be surveyed at least once in every
12 months and it is an offence for any vessel to put to sea without a
survey certificate, issued by the Federal Department of Navigation or
some other approved certificate. All fees for the survey of vesseéls
and for the compass adjustment are collected by the Federal author-
ities and paid over to licensed marine surveyors and compass adjusterss
The amount of fees payable for a 12 months! certificate vary in ‘
respect of the class, type and tonnage of the vessel, being approxe
imately from £4 for boats up to 100 tons burden with proportionately
higher rates for larger vessels; the fee for sailing shlps, however,
is reletively loweér. Rates payable for compass adjustment range
from £2.2.0 to £7.7.0. The Néw South Wales§ Government also imposes
a harbour and light rate of 4d. per ton net, payable half-yearly.

In addition, the Maritime Services Board of New South Wales
imposes pilotage rates on all vessels entering or clearing a port in
the State, where pilot statlons are established, the charge being 144
per ton (net) on arrival and on departure for ships in ballasg,
arriving for refitting or docking, or proceeding to a port for
provisions, pleasure, repairs, coal or through heavy weather or in
the case of distress, Vessels which do not come within the above
category are charged at the rate of 244 per ton net on arrival and
on departure, the maximum charge in the case of the ports of Sydney
and Newcastle being £25 and the minimum £3; at all other ports the
minimum charge is £1.10.0, Vessels, ol course, whose master holds a
pilot's certificate and those employed in the whaling trade are exempt

unless a pilot is actually engaged.

As well as the above charges in respect of pilotggeeveaaela
in port and moved from one place to another in any port are required

to harbour removal dues at rates varying from £1 to £4.10.0, the
sizgagf the vessel being the chiefl factor in determining the amqqgt of

dues to be paid. /Tonnagesee
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Tonnage rates are payable during the stay in port of all

véssels over 240 tons which are berthed at a wharf, the charge being

d per ton gross, for each period of six hours, In the case of
vessels under 240 tons there 1s a charge made in Sydnéy Harbouwr known
as & berthing charge, the amount levied being from 1/= to 10/~
according to passenger capacity, dnd is payable by vessels engaged
in picnie excursion or passenger trafficy other vessels pay at the
rate of 2/64 to 10/= per day. In ell other ports berthing charges
are computed at the rate of 2/6d for each period of six hours, n’
the case of those companies who lease wharves in the port of Sydney,
relevant tonnage rates and berthing charges as accrued are pald in
conjunction with the rental of the wharves,

Apart from the charges made against shipowners of which
brief reference has previously been made, owners of goods landed or
shipped at Sydney are required to pay inward and outward harbour
and wharfage rates. It is not possible to deal fully with all such
rates and they have only been briefly outlined in this instance. The
inward rate in Sydney Harbour is usually 4/= per ton charged eilther |
by weight or measurement (i.e, 40 cubic feet to the ton); outward I
rates are usually 1/0 per ton, but in both instances there is a
nutber of special rates which apply to certain commodities, some of
which are coal, wheat, wool and timber, Ports other than Sydney also
have senarate charges, which differ in respect of coastwise and
irterstate goods and gocds to or from overseas, the inwards rates {
payabls being 2/- per ton for local and interstate goods and 4/- per
tor for overseas goods, while the outward rate is 1/=~ ver ton unless |
otherwise directed by the authoritles. _ |

Finally, in dealing with the usual shlpolng charges, it |
should not be overlooked that cergo placed on any wharf in Sydney
Harbour is subject to storage and shed charges if not removed within
certain specified periocds, An exception to the rule is made in the
¢ase of certain wharves in Darling Harbour, where virtually free |
storage is given tc potatoes by the lessees of those wharves., The
charges for inwards carge are 4d. per ton per day during the first
week, 5d. for the second week, 6d. for the third week and 7d for each
succeeding week, Goods for shipment are cha?gad at the rate of 1ld.
per ton per daye The scale of charges at other porfs in New South
Wales vary and range from 2d. to &d. per ton per day. The amount
usually paid in the nature of shed charges is 1/103 per sguare foot

of floor space occuplede

t
In conclusion it might be said that to ensure the safety
of vessels navigabting the coastline of New South Wales, some 25
lighthouses as well as other warning and navigation 1lights have been
erected, and are controlled by the Commonwealth Government.

G.Co
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THE WILLAT GICUING INDUSTRY OF
W SOUTH JAL.S.

In the articles which have apneared in the last two
issues on thls subject, attention has been devoted principally to
the early history and development of the industry and in continuing
this serics it 1s most desirable that emphasis should be laid on the
importance of wheat~rowins in the ~cncral economy of the Ctate.
This involves two main considerations (a) employment and (b) the
benefits accruins to the 3tate from the circulation of money reccived
in payment of wheat and wheat products exported.

In dealins with (a) 1t is jointed out thc number of hold-
ings on which whest is now grown in New South .jales is approximately
17,00¢C. On sone holdings more than one farmer operates e.z. in
the case of sharefarming. On the other hand, in some instances one
grower conducts wheatsrowins operations on more than one holding.

It 1s estimated that in this Statc about 20,0CC persons are engaged
in growing wheat. If, however, we talke into account the members

of the families of married rowers who are permanently employed on
wheat farms the figure quoted would be increased very considerably.
Apart from wheatsrowers and their families the industry provides
eriployment for a large number of men throuchout the sowing and
harvesting periods and this is particularly apparent at harvest time.
Not only is labour required for harvesiing but available employment
embraces bag-sewers, carters, silo and stack hands, receiving agents
and thelr assistants, railwaymen, weichbridge operators, etc.
Additional work is also provided in the city of Sydney in receiving
wheat from the country, unloading into stacks and silos and in load=-
ing into ships for export. Then again the maintenance and repairing
of railway rolliing stock and the transport of poods such as bags,
duplicates, tractor fuel etc., provides another avenue of employment.

Whilst it is very difficult to secure any accurate flpures
as to the numbers of persons the wheat growing industry so employs
there i1s no doubt that many thousands are thus engaged. To p;ive an
illustration of the far reaching effect of the extension of the in-
dustry in a country district the fi-ures relating; to a particular
Shire in the 3outh ‘lestern portion of the 3tate may with advantage
be quoted. In 1922 the population of the Shire referred to was °
6,570 and of the Municipality which it embracec 786, a total of 7,556,
In'1936 the population of the 3Shire aad iunicipality totalled
12, 580, The principal industries are wheat and sheep. No material
chanse has occurred in sheep but in 1922 the area under wheat was
235,000 acres and in 1936 469,000 acres, an increase of 234,000,

The increase in population was 5,224.  Assuming that the increase

in population is wholly attributable to the Influence of wheat, each

increase of about 45 acres represented an increase of one person.

It vd 11, of course, be understood that this may not apply generally

and that this figure would include not only those enpaged in wheat
/production..,
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production but also those who would secure a livelihood indirectly
such as business men, tradesmen and others. At the same time a
clear indication 1s obtained of the value of the industry from an
employment viewpoint.

As rezards (b) if we examine statistics coverins the value
of exports of wheat and flour we find that the annual average in
respect of the five years 1932/33 to 1956/37 was 25,545,514 for New
South ‘Jales and £18,649,400 for Australia, It will be rcmembered
that during the greater part of this period the price of wheat was
comparatively low, the Government Statistician's yearly average for
bagred wheat (Sydney basis) being as under:-

1932 .. . 3/03d per bushel.
1983 o0 oo 272084 " "

308 - s . en e?}d
10356 . s aiemn " "
$O56 - ww - Afe 5/$%d a ¥

It will thus be seen that with normal harvests and with
overseas prices at their present level the new wealth entering this
State and the Commonwealth would considerably exceed the average for
the five year period previously quoted.

It is not only the farmer who derives advantage from the
money thus received but the whole community benefits. The money
circulates throurch the various channels of trade and commerce and
its influence is felt by all sections., The farmer is able to meet

at least some of his commitments and to increase his purchases of
manufactured goods which are the production of our secondary industries.
This pesults in additional employment and so increases the spending
power, Any circumstances which arise to reduce the value of wheat
exports therefore has a direct bearing on the prosperity of the State.
Governments have reco-snised this fact anc during periods of low prices
have provided financizl assistance to the industry. Criticism has

on occasions been levelled arainst the grenting of such aid, but 1t
has to be remembered that the condition of the industry which rendered
assistance necessary was not due to inefficiency on the part of those
engared in it but to circumstances entirely beyond their control.

The simple fact is that the wheat market is influenced by overseas
parity and durin- the seasons 1931/32 to 1955/36 when financial help
was ~iven the markets throuchout the world were in a depressed cone
dition and many farmers throushout the State and the Commonwealtbh
would have found it impossible to have continued in the industry at
the prices then obtaining hac. they not been helped by the Government.
Particulars of the amounts made available to the industry anc the
method of payment will be included in the January issuec.

edule ~ives details of procduction in

The accompanying sch
B Oy o 11e between 1001 and 1936/37.

New 3outh ‘/ales and Australia
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irocuction - New Jouth Jales and Australia.

Year New South ales Australia
Bushels Bushels

1200-01 16,275, 771 48,553,402
1901-02 14,808,705 38,561,619
1902-03 1,585, 097 12,378,068
1903-04 27,354,141 74,149,634
1904-05 16,464,415 54,535, 682
1905-06 20,737,200 68,520,772
1906-07 21,017,938 66,421,359
1907-08 9,155,884 44,655,673
1908-09 15,485,276 62,590,996
1209-10 28,532,029 90,413,597
1910-11 27,913, 547 95,111,983
1911-12 25,080,111 71,636,347
1912-13 32,466,506 91,981,070
1913-14 37,996,068 103,344,132
1914-15 12,812,803 24,892,402
1915-16 66,726,459 179,065,703
1216-17 36, 585, 380 152,420,189
1917-18 57,704,626 114,733,564
1918-19 18,524,640 75,638,262
1919-20 4,387,209 45,974,992
1920-21 55,610,993 145,873,050
1921-22 42,759,389 129,088, 806
1922-23 28,660,824 109,454,842
1023-24 53,171,300 124,993,271
1024-25 59,752,435 164,558,754
1925-26 33,800,619 114,504,392
1926-27 47,375,713 160,761,886
1927-28 27,042,000 118,199,775
1928-29 49,257,000 169,679,421
1929-30 54,407,000 126,884,622
1930-31 65,877,000 213,594,391
1931~32 54,966,000 190,612,188
1932-33 78,870,000 213,926, 881
1953-34 57,087,000 177,337,803
1934-35 48,678,000 133,395,232
1935-36 45,822,000 144,217,'759
1936-37 (a) 54,837,000 150,468,321

(a) Subject to revision,

- it
Extracted from "Commonwealth Production Bulletin" No.29
and "Juarterly Summary of justralian Statistlcs" Bulletin No.148.
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IM?ROVEQ DEMAND FOR-SHEEP? AND TLAMBS, BUT
CATTIE EASIER « HOLERUSH SLIEY.RDS, SYDIEY

The unsettled state of the meat trade durin; October,
which adversely affected the numbers of sheep and lambs ocoming
forwvard for sale, was in no way reflected in activities throughout
November. The pennings on éach sale day were consistently high and
the month's total of 413,878, comprising 211,203 sheep and 202,675
lambs was 169,162 head more than during October and aubstantiaily
in oxcess of the aggregaote for the month of November last year,

7ith skin values one of the determining factors in price
reclisations both for mutton and lamb and the actual return to the
producer, it might justifiably be assumed that with the skin market
falling steadily rates for sheep and lambs at the Homebush Saleyards
would 2lso be adversely affected, Competition during the month as
a whole, however, was particularly good and the strong demand
resulted in better prices for practically all grades of sheep and
lambs, even though lower skin values ruled. Although rates were
not so high as the extreme of last month, they were much better
than those ruling at the close of October, Sheep and lambs were
making almost as much per head as they were in November of last year,
but with the lower values for skins, mutton and lamb prices were
for the most part considerably higher.

The econdition and class of the sheep and lambs yarded were
not the best, due to a large degrée to the shartage of feed in quite
a number of stock raising centres. The grown sheep "forward for
sale’ included all grades of mutton, with fair to plain wethers and
eves preponderating. Buyers often found it difficult to secure
mutton to meet the requirements of their particular trede. There
was a good supply of prime heavy mutton, comprising wethers and ewes
over 50 1b. dressed weight, but good quality lines for the hot weather
trade, ranging from 38 1lb, to 44 1b. dressed weight, were at all
times rather hard to obtain, There were plenty of sheep of these
weights yarded, but they were hard and dry and included aged ewes
and 8 tooth wethers not very well suited to trade needs. Sheep
showing qualitgdwere eagerly sought after and rates for mutton
advanced from 2d to 4d per 1b, for the greater part of the month,
the peak prices being 3zd for wethers and 33d per 1lb, for ewes}
these values, however, were not fully maintained and the closing
sales were marked by an easier tendency, mutton being from d o
per 1lb, cheaper, waihars selling to 3gd and ewes to 3%d per - 1b.,
During the month some of the best wethers ‘yarded sold at 25/=, but
on the average good wéthers cost from 15/= to 20/= pér head, while
Jves sold at from 12/- to 17/= for the better grades, Falr to
plain sheep sold at from 6/~ per head and in places made little

better than 1d per 1b. :

The ' supply of lambs was heavy and, as is usual at this time
of the year, aigkgra comprised by far the largest pert of the
pennings in this section; old 1ambs and hoggets were only yarded in
limited numbers. Choice suckers were rather scarce, but plain and



driélambs could be 'found in large numbers znd but little better than
falr trade quality. The offering of really good trade lambs, which
were nicely finished and carrying failr condition was not zt any time
in excess of requirements, Good export lambs, which were by no
means heavily supplied, met with a very strong demanc, competition
rrg? those buyers engaged in the overseas trade being varticularly
actlve,

Having due regard to the class of lambs offering and the
lower values obtaining for skins, prices werse satlsfuctory, good
export and trade suckers selling at 6d. to 63d per 1b., for the’
greater part of the month and appreciating by 4d to 63d per 1lb,
during closing sales. Fair to good sucker lamb cost from 5.4 to
6d, while plain suckers mostly soid in the vicinity of 54 to 53d
per 1b. on the hoof, The market for hoggets remained fairly oonstant
throughout but rates showed a tendency to harden at the énd of
Novgﬁber, buyers paying from 4d to 44d per 1b, for this olass of
meavts

During the month an outstanding draft of suckers redlised
28/= per head, but values for the most part ranged from 20/~ to 25/= °
for the best lambs, with other grades at correspondingly lower levels,

The scarcity of young veal owing to a dlspute among the calf
slaughtermen at the Homebush Abattoirs tended to ereate a much
better demand for lamb in the retail trade,

Apart from the usual trade Interests who operate at the
Homebush Saleyards, restockers were active, a fair number of sultable
sheep being disposed of for purposes other than slaughter.

The market throughout was largely in sellers! favour and
while skins have not been making entirely pleasing prices, the actual
return to the grazier on the whole should prove satisfactory.

November yardings of cattle showed considerable variation
in the numbers forwarded, but the grédnd totel 31,231 was 5,000 head
more than that of the previous month., The usual heavy supply of
store stock was available, while a small number of Queensland
cattle was on offer at various times throughout the pericd.

' Early in the month some rather fine examples of fat stock
well=suited to the trade were included and a fairly bilg proportion
of sattle of good appearance, although not prime, was represented.
For the remainder of the month the majority of cattle offered
generally was plain. Among these very plain and inferlor grades
were several drafts of ‘young calves which were disposed of for a
foew shillings per head.

Stock owners perhaps are inclined to take the view thet
since a really good mgrkst has been obtaining for the past few months

there is no reason why they should risk holding cattle thatfﬁgztﬁff.
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"fat" when their value at the moment is fairly hich. The trend

of the market, particularly during November, however, has indicated
that with so many plain descriptions continually coming forward,
rates must eventually fall to a low level and affect values of the
better class of cattle.

The bullocks and steers available 1in the period under review
were chiefly light to medium weight; 1n fact, only very small numbers
of a heavy description were noticed, but as the demaad at this time
of the year centres around the lighter weights, the absence of the
heavier cattle was not greatly felt, Among the real ly prime and
attractive lines offered, Shorthorns and lerefords were the breeds
figuring most prominently; a draft of the former of weights very
suitable for the trade and of a very hish standard of quality, sold
at an average of £14,18.0 per head. The beef on the hoof in this
instance was worth close to 43/= per 10C 1b, Later in the month,
when values had receded somewhat, an attractive draft of Hereford
bullocks and steers from the South-west of the State made from 40/-
to 42/- per 100 1b. They met with strons competition and rates
realised were well above average.

From the middle of the month to the end the demand for cow
beef fell off almost completely. Among the reasons ascribed were
the large numbers of old cows available and the sl most entire absence
of any suitable lines. By way of contrast, representative sales on
11th November were recorded to as hizh as 38/- per 100 1b. of beef
but subsequently agents had difficulty in disposing of cows of the
same weight at 30/~ per 100 1b,

Heifers, vealers and yearlings continued scarce both as
regards number and qualilty. Values for the most part were low for
the inferior descriptions but those showing any condition usually met
with a brisk demand and very high rates were paid in many instances.

Considerable irregularitied and fluotuations in the market
were evident throughout the period, the general lack of quality of
the stock and the inconsistency of supplies being contributing factors.
There was a fairly steady upward trend during the earlier part of
November followed by a quick fall at the end of the month. However,
rates for the better class of stock at least were, with a few ex~
ceptions about on a par with those ruling at the beginning of November,

The Elgin Gas Corporation Ltd.which has been conducting
experiments in the transport of fruit, etc. overseas by a gas pre=~
serving process advises that a further shipment has been forwarded
to London Ly the s.s. "Brisbane Star". The shipment consists of
eggs, pineapples, cherries, plums, reaches and apricots. Consider=-
able interest attaches to the tests thus being made as it is claimed
by the Company that the gas progess is much cheaper than ordinary

refrigeration. cesss00000=can=



SALZS OF IPARI PRODUCT AT TIDI ALIXAVDRIA RAILT.Y GOOD: YARD
AlID I SUSSZX STRT.T, SYDILY.

The market for potztoes in Sydney during llovember was
a very uncertain onc at all times and considerable fluctuations
woerc apparcnt. These werc causcd by the varintions in the
quantitics of the periodical arrival: and by changes in the weather.
A foature was the steady increasc in the quantitics of now secason's
potatoes coming forward. At the Alexandria Railway Goods Yarc,
rail offerings included 7,376 bags of new and 6,626 of old sec:zon's
tubers. At the beginning of the month, o strong demand ruled Jor
new and values ranged from 26.3.4 to £9.1.8 per ton. A collapse in
the market, however, was in cvidence about the middle of the month
and somc quotations, even for passablc quality, were as low as
£3.0.0 per ton. A slight rccovery took place towards the close and
£5.10.0 to £6.15.0 was obtainable. 0ld season's tubers rcalised
from £1.5.0 to £4.35.4 and, contrary to the position during October,
were 1n poor request. Only one truck of Victorian old potatoes was
avallable and it brought £3.5.0 per ton.

In Sussex Strect, the sources of supply varied
considerably. 3hipments from Tasmania totalled 53,853 bags; the
greater portion of which was received during the first fortnicht.
These werec augmented by approximately 2,000 bags from Victoria
and, early in the month, a dull market ruled. Tuotations werc as
follow:= Tasmanian: (01d) Brownells £6.0,0; Snowflakes £3.0,0 to
24.0,0; Arranchiefs £2.0.0 to £4.0.0. Viectorian: Snowflaokes (01d)
£4.,0,0 to 24.10.0 per ton. Towards the closc, & few new season's
Tasmanian Bismarcks werc on offer and these cleared rapidly at
27.0.0 to £9.0.0 per ton. ‘Jestern Australian Delawarcs were well
to the fore during liovember and the 4,520 bags available were well
within the requirements of the trade. They werec much in demand for
country orders becausec of their kecping qualitles and brought
from £6.0.0 to £9.0.0 per ton. The balance of the potatoes on the
Sussex Strect market was couposcd. of approximately 12,500 bags
of new from the Northern livers. A very unstable demand was
apparcent for these supplies and realisations werc higheat around
the middle of the month. The market opened at £4.0.C per ton but,
due to a temporary shortage it soon advanced to 28.10.0, ith the
arrival of the new Dismarcks, however, values depreciated for
locals and £4.0.0 to £4.10,0 became the general market range.

Generally speakins, throughout the month of November the
offering of onions in Sydney was far in excess of trade needs.
Victorian shipments amounting to 3,050 barcs were much smaller but
the shortase was more than made up by the heavy arrivals from
Queensland. Prices for Victorian Drown onions were as high as
£12,0,0 per ton early but later £3,0.0 was difficult to obtain.
White were in light supply and realised £11.0.0 per ton. The 7,000
bags received from Queensland were of varied qual}ty and prices
presented a wide range. (uotations for Erown and hite at the
commencement of the month were £12.0,0 and £11.0.0 per ton,

/resnectively, os.



respectively, but subsequently rates for both deelined to 25.0.0.
This was attributed to the consistency of suprliez and the rceneral
decline in qualify consequent unon the lateness of the season,

At rall, local onlons were well rerrescnted, aprroxinately 5,300
bazs belins received. TJuotations, which fluctuated considerably,
ranged as follow:- Drown £5.10.0 to 58.0.,0, WWhite £5.0.0 to
211,0.C. Pickling onions of both varieties realise’ from £7.0.0
to £2.C.,0 per ton.

Jueenslanc pumplkins corirletely dominated the market
cduring the period under review and a very firm deriand was in
evidence, Consicnments by sea amounted to 5,350 ba~s, the bulk
beinz new season's., Rapid clearances took place, old being quoted
at £5.10.0 to 210,0,0 per ton and new at £9.0.0 to £12.0.0. Rail
offerinzs at Alexandria totalled 57 trucks. The marliet onened at
25.0.C but soon advanced to range from £8.10.0 to £10.0,0,
according; to quality.

Tasmanian old season's swedes werec scarce, only 33 bags
beins received. These were disposed of at £4.0.0 per ton. The last
small consisnments of old Carrots and larsnips also arrived during
the first weck of the month. Carrots were quoted at £10.0.0C per
ton but no definite rate ruled for larsnips. New swedes, however,
were not long in mekin~ an apyrearance and, before thc month closed,
1,115 barcs had been marketed. These were very immature, however,
and reclised from £2.0.0 to £56.0.0 ner ton.

Arrivols of local oaten chaff et Alexandria totalled
171 truclks. Generally, this suprly was ecnough for buyers' needs.
The marl)at remainel at the lower level vhich ruled at the close of
October, prices varying between 25.0.0 and £6.1C.C rer ton, Dcmand
was nore restricted than in the »revious month. Only 1,100 bags
arrived from Tasrmania and an incifferent inguiry ruled. It was
the low realisations, which ranzed from %4,15,0 to 25.10,0 per
ton, which finally effectecd a cessation of deliveries. The 48
trucks of wheaten chaff at rail were asain difficult to clear and
only choice lines met with any an_ reciable request. These realised
from £6,C.0 to £6,5.0 per ton, with sales of inferior anc medlium
at 24.5.,0 to £5.15.0.

A steady improvement in the market for local lucerne
chaff at Alexandria was a feature of Hovember trading in forage.
A smaller supnly, totalling 65 trucks, was available and, although
values were far below those of early October, they were generally
nore satisfactory than those at the latter end of the same perioc.
For choice lines, agents were able readily to obtain from £6.0,0
to 27.0.0 per ton, whilst even inferior sold steadily at £4.5,0
to £5.10,0. Considerable variations, however, were apparent in the
request for lucerne hay. Rail consisnments from the llaltland
district comprised 114 trucks for which there was a wide range of
prices, Generally £2.0,0 to £4,10.0 per ton was quoted but a few
special 1ines in small bales cleared briskly at as hich as £5,10,0.

/Th.e LR
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The lowest prilce quoted in the above range ruled during one or

two periods of over-supply and was not the result of inferior
quality. liature hay from numerous other centres, but mainly from
ludgee, totalled 75 trucls. Inquiry was fairly satisfactory and
quotations ranged from 24,0,0 to 27.0.0 per ton, although choice
geldom brought less than £26.10,0.

Despite a heavier stock of Victorian ocaten hay in
Sussex Street, agents were able to maintain values as an improved
demand operated. Shipments amounted to 190 bales, which moved out
well each week at the firm rate of 29,10.0 per ton. Larze quan-
tities of local oaten hay were rpiled to Alexandria and mostly
passed into store, No prices were disclosed but if 1s understood
that they were based on the Sussex Street quotation, 4

The firmer tendency which was apparent in respect of
Tasmanian straw during October continued during; the period under
review, Supplies which totalled 7,60C bales were ruch more extensive
but the increase in competitlion resulted in firmer rates. fouotations
ranged from £4.,10.,0 to £4,15,0 per ton, althouch the latter rate was |
more general. Twelve trucks were yarded at Alexandria, a consilder-
able portion of which was forwarded from Victoria. 'From 74.0,0
to 25.0,0 per ton was received, according to guality.

The month of November marked the introductlon of new
season's wheat to Alexandria. Consignments, which totalled 119
trucks, were more than treble those received curing October, Darly
in the period, 5/6d per bushel was the ruling rate, but the market
eased in sympathy with the general decline in overseas anc local
quotations, Demand, however, was quite satisfactory and 4/5d to
4/11d4 was obtained throughout the remainder of the month.

Stocl:s of maize on the Sydney market included 2,600 bags
from the Northern ilivers and 712 from the Illawarra district. Most
of the former supply was released from stores on the North Coast
and arrived unexpectedly. The market, which opened at 5/94 per
bushel soon derreciated to 4/9d for both Yellow and Vhite. Inquiry
was constant but lar~er arrivals were instrurmental in reducing
competition. The consisnment from the South Coast was the first to
be received from that area this season. It was due largely to the
weaker market ruling for Northern iiivers stocls that larger offerings
were not forthcomin~ from the 3outhern parts of the State, Quo=
tations ren~ed from 5/6d per bushel early to 4/94 towards the close.

lost of the 26 trucks of oats railed to Alexandria was
taken into store. A sood demand ruled for the balance and 2/9d
to 5/9a per bushel was obtainable?

----- ooooo.ﬁ—---
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FRUIT AND VIGSTADBLLS -~ TRAOING AT THD CITY LUNICIPAL
M4RIC.TS - SYDNIEY.

The wet weather conditions which prevailed during the
early part of the month when precipitatiomsof varying intensity were
an almost daily occurrence had a retarding effect on sales of
fruit generally and resulted in a downward trend in the values of
many lines. Later in the month the seasonal "slump" was experilenced
and trading at closing was rather dull, practically all kinds of
fruits bein- affected. Durins the first part of the period the
earlier varieties of cherries came to hand in large quantities prine
cipally from the Young and Orange districts, and as the bullc of the
supplies arrived in a brulsed condition owing to the heavy winds
experienced in the producins areas sales were difficult to effect
even at low rates. The market improved considerably when supplies
of the emr lier sorts becan to wane and more abundent stocksof the
better quality later var ieties such as St. llargaret and FlorencCe
were available, choice lines realising very satlsfactory prices.
Durinz the last week, however, a weakenin; demand resulted in a
decline in values.

Larly apricots from local districs showed the effects of
excessive rain which detracted from their keeping guality and made
it imperative for agents to clear stocks as quickly as possible
regardless of price, During the latter half of the month con=
siderable quantities were received from the Irrigetion Area but
demand was confined principally to large choice descriptions and
small fruit which constituted the bullt of the supplies became in-
ereasingly difficult to clear and resulted in a large amount of
wastage. Plums met a similar experience ~ the earller sorts such
as Early Jewel soon gave place to Wilson's Seedling which sold faire
1y freely when first avalilable but with increasing supplies stocks
beran to accumulate and small fruit became practically unsaleable
particularly as factories ceased buying operations on the City
Markets Later Santa Rosa and Shiro became the predominating
varieties on the market and as supplies were lighter and the sen=-
eral quality much superior to the earlier lines an improvement in
values was apparent, but small fruit was still difficult to clear

and continued to cause vendors some concern.

Peaches made their appearance on the market during the
second weel: of the month but the first arrivals were rather immature
for ready sale, Better quality fruit came to hand later, at first
in small quantities, and very satisfactory prices were obtained,
odd sales to 15/- per half-case being reported. A gradual down-
ward trend in rates was apparent, however, as supplies increased
until towards the end of the month such large quantities were forth=
coming that agents found it imposaible %o clear stocks of small or

poorly coloured descriptions, retailers 1imiting their purchases
/Erincipally...
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principally to large fruit of choice quality. As "brown rot" fune-

cus was prevalent in many brands the loss from this cause was con=

siderable, not only in peaches but also in plums and apricots; but

;garries this season, so far at any rate, have been particularly
ee.

: Some interesting comments were made by the Sydney repres-
entative of the Queensland Committee o6f Direction of Fruit liarketing
on wastage and seasonal values, which, with the author's permission’
are being included in this article in their entirety for the inform=
ation of readers. He states -~

"At this time of the year there invariably occurs a
slump in values for all fruits; the principal contributing
factor being the presence on the market of plentiful supplies
of plums, peaches, apricotez and cherries, This influx
occurs at a time whon the great majority are "saving up" for
Christmas gifts, which of late 1s tending to become a more
expensive business, resultant upon the extensive advertising
by those who sell such articles, Previously, the only
effective method the seller of fruit could utilize, was to
reduce prices in order to sell this article in the face of
competition from other sources,

The week just past is the first of what may be termed
the period of gensral waste. Stocks of fruit of all des-
criptions can be seen any day, rapidly becoming masses of
fermenting pulp. In the words of a commentator in the
local press, "Cases of plums, carefully grown and packed
are sent to market to become in a few days, merely cases of
decayin~ fruit awaiting a ¢ondemmation certificate and con-
veyance to the rubbish tip." These comments could Dbe
applied to almost every variety of fruit on the market,

In the same article the question is asked, "Is the
product in the shop being as eagerly sought and consumed
as in the years gone by?" The answer as far as the writer
of this report can see i1s =- No. The reason for the anawer
is possibly visionary and embraces apparently unconnecz?d
circumstances. Trult is a necessary article in the diet
of a child. Normally, it could be presumed that a youngster
would eat twice as much fruit as a grown up but there are
far less children now compared with a generatlon ago. The
declining birth rate has been too widely discussed for °ny
to be isnorant of its general effects, but this is one in
particular, Less (fresh) fruit 1is eaten (proportionately).

Then again, the whole world 1is constantly changing aid
progressing in many respects, consequently, we who make 1t,
must have our attention attracted to something new all the
while, Has the actual appearance and taste of frull been

changed in the last 100 years? In one respect ?glg. "It
ESsen
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has been put into bottles and cans. The result =-
More and more fruit is preserved every year and there

is a declided swing from the fresh article to the canned.
It would be ridiculous to suggest that fruit will ever
entirely lose its identity, but think it over. This

is the age of "something new", or rather "something old
in a new form", coupled with the greatest sales factor
in the world to-day =-- advertising."

Generally speaking the public demand for apples was on
the wane throughout the month a preference beins shown for the ine-
creasing quantities and var ieties of summer fruits avallable. Sales
during the early part of the month when stone fruits were hot plent=-
iful were very satisfactory particularly for local Granny Smiths of
Extra Fancy and Fancy prades, the popular sizes- realising to 15/=
per case with odd sales of special quality fruit at higher rates.
Towards the end of the month most brands were showing dlscoloration
of the skin - the efféects of the long period for which they were
held in cool storage - and had to be clearec as quickly as possible
regardless of price. This and the seasonal preference for summer
fruits referred to earlier in this article, had a depressing effect
on the market generally and was responsible for the decline in
values of the relatively small percentage of good quality frult
available. The same remarks could be applied to local Delicious
and in fact to practically all varieties, with perhaps the exception
of Democrats which contrary to other lines shaved a slight improve-
ment towards the end of the month owing to it being practically the
only coloured apple of any quality obtainable. Prices of other
coloured varieties, if choice, were satisfactory but the quality
generally was very indifferent. Fairly extensive consignments were
received from Victoria while weekly shipments from Tasmania varied
between 14,000 and 21,000 cases, and consisted chiefly of Democrats
and Sturmers. The latter variety was difficult to sell unless of’
larce size and outstanding quality, in fact small fruilt was practice
ally unsaleable and accumulated stocks were apparent in any part of
the market where Tasmanian apples are handled.

The season for main crop llavel oranzes had practically
finished at the end of October, considerable quantitles of second
crop fruit however came to hand throughout November, but was practic-
ally unsaleable and was offered for as low as 1/= per case to effoct
clearances. The axport of Valencia oran;es to New Zealand commenc-
ed at the beginning of the month under reviewv, and it was reported
that srowers in the Irrigation Area from which export conaigaments
were drawn were offered from 15/- to 17/- per case, f.0.r., ior
their best quality iruit. Only limited quantitlies were therefore
received on the Sydney market from that quarter until abogt the
middle of the month when ample supplies were forthcoming irom both
inland and coastal districts. Heavy rain in coastal areas during
the early pert of the month delayed harvestin: operations with the

result that only small consignments reached the city mm?k:;s durling
Ease
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the first fortnight and values were relatively hich, the popular
sizes realising to 10/- per caase, The contiguedgwgt weaghgg
also had the effect of producing black spot to a considerable
extent in many coastal crops thus reducine the quality of a
large proportion of the heavy supplies available towards the end
of the month to plain prade. This class of fruit was difficult
to clear and had a depressing effect on the market generally;
buyers confined their activities to selected sizes of cholce
quality fruit and allowed plain grade descriptions to accumulate.

Supplies of bananas were a zood deal heavier than for
sometime, total arrivals for the month being in the vicinity of
50,000 cases of which about 33,C00 were from New South vales and
12,000 from Queensland. Rain and the sbundant supplies of
summer fruits restricted demand and prices were gradually easéd
down owing to the necessity of preventing, as far as possible, the
accumulation of ripe fruit.

Peas and beans, with odd éxceptions when rain interfered
with harvesting, were heavily supplied, but only a relatively small
proportion was of choice quality. Choice peas met a steady de~
mand and a gradual upwoard trend in values was apparent, closing
quotations being recorded to 10/- per bushel. liedlum and inferior
descriptions, however, were difficult to sell but the position was
relieved considerably by buyers operating on behalf of cannerles
purchasing the greater proportion of the gsurplus stocks, Values
of choice beans improved early in the moenth but the large quan-
tities of inferior quality descriptions on offer had a depress ing
effect on the market and by the middle of the month values had
fallen to low levels and failed to recover to any apprecliable
extent,

Cabbanes were fairly plentiful throughout the month, and
were generally speaking of very good quality, Demand for the
most part was quiet but rates remained nominally steady at 1/~
to 4/~ per dozen.

Lettuce were heavily supplied during the greater part
of the period under review but only a comparatively small per-
centage was of choice quality, small and inferior descriptions
predominating. \Jet weather retarded salez and adversely affected
values early in the month but with the advent of warmer weather
conditions stocks moved out more freely with a corresponding
improvement in prices.

Large quantities of tomatoes came to hand from the
North Coast and local districts and were supplemented during the
first three weeks by fairly heavy consignments from Queensland.
Supplies from local glasshouses gradually fell away, the season
being practically finished by the end of the month. This, how-
ever, was more than balanced by the increasing quantities of out-
door descriptions which arrived. During the first fortnight
values declined but advanced for choice lines towards the end of
the month.
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s STATE MARKETINu BUREAU-DEPT OF AGRICULTURE N.SM.

(23"Extra Fancy & Fancy) APPLES (PerBushel Case)
GRANNY SMITH

“SPREAD" BETWEEN THE RETURN TO THE PRODUCER.
AND THE PRICE PAID BY THE CONSUMER.

SEASON,- NOVEMBER 1936 1o OCTOBER 1937

37. 1373

d
Consumer paid refailer 14-9

<—Retaiters expenses and profits

Retailer paid at City Munic. Markets  9- 5

{ Agents commission,

Agent returned fo Grower 7-9% § fru;ghl%c?r:falgc &
§ = : Costs of picking, cases, grading.
| Al —— | é—{ packinq,carta%e to rail, cool 5
FNet return to Grower 5-2/% | storage, loss & wastage etfc.
LRI {
5 ~2%
;| |E | 4—§ch return to Grower
|
Compited_. J K. 29 37 d‘“‘ M'J' A.A.WATSON
?;:; 25 é’éi’%g} ¢ Costs of production should bededucted DIRECTOR_OF MARKETING

from this return

£58.




