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REMARKS ON INTERNAL MIGRATION.. STUDIES IN EGYPT

Introduction

Dr.

• by.

. .KAMAL SOLIMAR

Migration is one of the three major study areas which

compone the scientific population study, and the others are fertility

and mortality. Internal miFratiolt mobility is an important index of

soc a/ chance, particulary in developing countries

Egnt is a case in point that its demorraTfnic transi-
_

tion is closely linked.-to its .integration in the modern werld.order.

Egypt's population with Its high increment rates created a lot of

pressure on the economic and social structure. More spectacular

and closely related is the transformation of Egypt's urban-rural

symbiosis. Urbanization became one of the most important problems

In Egypt, urban population accounted for 44% of total population

In 1976, in contrast with 38% in 1960.The rural migration to urban
• t

areas ( internal migration ) is of Egypt's silent revolutions,

which created rigid restrictions on development plans through the
••

impact of expanded cities and towns.
• • l• • • -

Rural and urban areas have been experiencing a steady
•

decline in death rates,from up to 40% per annum a century age to

less than 15% et present4i..td similar but relatively high birth rates

averaging 4.2%. In turs,cities and villages have been experiencing

natural growth rates averaging 2.5% annually in recent decades.

Urban areas poulation shown doubled increment in comparison to.

rural areas , the reason is part of the natural increment in Erypt's.

countryside migrated to the cities. Thus urban areas have been Frortilrg

from two primary resources; the r oin natural increase plus a steady

Infusion from rural areas.



VOLUME AND  METHODS OF MEASURING INTERNAL MIGRATION

. Egyptian censuses, starting Ix 1897 and until 1976,did not

include. any explAxit questions bearing on migration. Howev
er, some

••

of these censuses did' enquire about the birth place and the current

place of residence at the time of the cefisus.In regard 
to data defic-

iency regearchers have have had to contend with t
echniques measuring l

internal migration indirectly'. 
j

Methods of measuring internal migration, Survival Ratio ,which

relies On life-tables giving the survival ratio for each 
age category

in each census Year in• .spacidl units (usually administ
ratively defined

1

The difference t-etween ac• tual and expected population represents the

net migration fc5r every age category .. The sum of all age categories

is the total net migration.in the intercensal years for the spacial 
-

, unit.144

•

N M ACL -.S( A/CF)

where ; N m = net migration;
A91, =size of actual age category in the last census.

A'CF = survival - ratio of the same age category in the

previous census.

Assuming external migration zero or near zero and requires

elaborate and precise life"-tablesl: in which could be constructed on

the basis of accurate vital statistics.

Balancing Equation; net migration is the difference between

..........

(*) Researchers who relied.on this technique include Magdy M.Sharaa

1960.; M.A. El-Sharnouby (1968); A.Nasser (1973) and A.ZikrY

( 1965).
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ay chanre in the size of a given population ard the nat
ural increase

during a specified peried.

N M CP TI
vhere N M ,et 'migration

CP i=charge in population in . agiven prod.

TI =natural lEcrease during the same peried.

It asses alse,zero external migration and requires accurate

data .en birth and death rates.

EVOLUATION OF INTERNAL MIGRATION

Few studies estimated Egypt's internal migration before 1917,

due to the failure of the census data to allox the estimating an
dt.

the phenomenon was not yet substantial in magnitude.Egyptian reseachers

44
afterwards who pioneered this aspect of migration studies

 ,we can summa-

rize the results of their studies as fellows:

(a) Population movements across administrtive bounda
ries ,movements

are premised from data indicating the portion of Egypt's 
population .

residinelit the time of the cenbus in an administrative uni
t different

from that of place of birth.It amounted to roughly 0.25 million in

1907, 1.2 million in 1917,1.6 million by 1927; slig
htly levelling out

to 1.5 million: in 1937,2.4 million in 1947 aid 4.6 million 
1960. Such

movements may be estimated at roughly 6.0 million by 19
70 and 8.0

million by 1976. In turn at present ,nearly tne out of every five

Egyptians has changed his place of birth to a diffe
rent place of resid-

.4.
ence at least once in his lifetime.

4()Researches who relied on this technique include M.A.EI-Badry(1
965),

A.Zikry(1965); S.Abdel-Hakim (1957). Both indirect techn
iques

have used by several Egyptian researches_( Abdel-Hakim 1
966,1975).

(**)M.SobhY Abdel-Hakim (1957,1966;196809740975), 
Saad Zaghloul Hassan

(1966), Abdel-Fattah Nassef (1973), and William H. Tadros (1
967).

(* *).Abdel-Hakim (1975) Nassef (1973),E1-Sharnoub
y (1968).



(I,) Net migration among*administrative governorates , net rigration

is the differemces between in-migrants and out-migrants for each of

•
Egypt's admirlIstrative units (i.e. governorates ). Net mi.gration.was

about 0.25 million it 1917, 0.375 milliox 1927,0.226 million 1937,

0.636 milliox by 1937 and 3 million by 1960 and also 4.8 million by

1976.

TRENDS AND DIRECTIONS OF INTERNAL MIGRATION internal migration

may include rural-urban movement,inter-city,and inter-.rural moverientz

Due to tills censl:s data is given on the level of governorate as ad-

ministrative units ,it does-mOt:-alld*lailaccurate picture of the treads

and direction d of all three types of movements .However, the fact that

some of the Egyptian governorates are mostly urban and others are

mostly rural with some urban centers, it could be. assumed that the mov-

ement from the latter to the former is a rural-urban. migration

Internal migration has generally been; from South To

North, from South and North to the Canal Zone,from- all of Egypt's

hinterland to Cairo and Alexandria; and from Egypt's Center to its

peripheries.The biggest move of migration streams in Cairo Metropolitan

(reater Cairoorhich included Cairo city,Giza across the Nile and

*4
Shubra El-Khema).

CHARACTERISTICS OF INTERNAL MIGRANTS most of the sudies

concentrated on their age and sex composition,and the rest 
tried to

describe their occupational educational , and psychological profiles.

The general conclusions are; that the dominance if Males *ever 
Females;

Young over Old age and Nor-Select migrants over Select. 
migrants .

09. For example ,about 38% of Cairo poDulation in 1960 was not born

there but came over years from elsewhere in the country.While

about 10% of the Cairo-born population were residing in other

govrnorates.Which means that about 28% of Cairo residents represent

a net migration gaix .
).M.Sharnoub7,1968 ;M. Sharaa 1964 and M.E1-Kurdy, 1970.



•

ThE MIGRATION DECISION.7,-MAKING PROCESS minor stteution been winded

to the decisien-mekixt procecs of migration. ..T.t seems that Communication)

t4 *4*

Induce:vent ond Facilitators are the three variables in the decision

to migrate antoncr all those who have similar socioeconomic-psycholotleal

profiles.

FACTORS CF INTERNAL MIGRATION many authors have classified dymamics

of migration into Tpuch /actors (of an economic nature)i.e. negative

features of the home environment sand- pull factors refer to positive

features of an alternative milieu.Many studies have stressed rural

poverty (push factors) hieh urban income (pull factors) as most

important factors, but the income differential is the relevant facer.

The issue of rural-urban income differential has been treated in detail

by authorsarticulary in developed countries.In under-developing

countries the treatment of such comparisons are made without qualifyl

the results, ( Lewis 1967;and Todaro 1971 ), because .the most common

comparison is between average rural incomes and the wage rate in

the modern urban sector .The probability of Obtaining an urban job

is a function of investments turned to the economic sectors and the

related service sectors,regardless if the country's economy planned

or not. Studies on Egypt's .push.factors 6f -internal migration peintie

1
out the following. causes; demeki-alphic DresEure (the relation between

population density and the cultivated land in areas

gconomic orDertunities declini( landless

of orgin ),

families increment ,land

fragmentation unavailability of werk. opportunities, and low

levels of wage ),Services and other social amenities scarcay the

.Ouda,1974, and S.I.Saad,I976.

.Cuda,1971,, direct inducement accounted for 16%,while indirect
inducement (modeling-emulation)and firm job offers accounted for
13%.

(%).Ouda,1977 and S.I.Saad,1977).at industrial migrant Werkers in
Shubra El-kheima ,72% reported relatives as facilitators,24%
friends or (baladiyyat),but onlY 30% had firm assurances. .
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relative deprivation in some areas particulary Cairo and Alexandria

at the expense ef 'provincial capitals and smaller towns ),Political 

factos , (forced migration, Nubia and the High dam, and 1967 war

and the Suez canal cities migration), and kt last,the rrip of rigid

c13tAs At last push factors have been strongest at work in the

recent years in the governorates of Menoufia Sohag,Kena,Asyut,Damietta,

Dakhlia, and Behaira .  Pull factors, justification of the problem i
s

to say that for every push factor there is a complementary pull

factorp so,the push factors underline the decision to leave
 the community

of origin , it is the pull factors which determine 
where t O. Studies

on EFynt's pull factors of internal mirration, pointed out the following

causes; economic factors attractiog,(higher wages are cited by abou
t

85% of migramtsl Egyptians would go where opportunities for employment

and/or higher wages exist)secio-cultural. sevices,(seems responsible

for about 15% of internal migration); concentration of political oow4,

(those who are ambitious and authority interests migrate to Ca
iro;in

addition,resources allocation is almostly a political decision)

Finallly most stulies of Egyptian internal migration have shown that

concentration of economic opportunities ,sevices,and political power

(1).Abdei. Hakim,1966,1975; El sharnouby 1967,1968; trassef,1974; El-

Kurdy,1975,S.Ibrah.im, 1974,1975,1977.

(2).Fadi/0978,Ilip-11,0,1968;M-Sherif,1954;M Abdel Rahira,

1972; CAMPAS, 1973 ).
971;EI-Magdoub,

(3).Abdel Eakins, 1975;EI-Kurciy 1975;Fadi1,1978;S.Ibrahill 1977.

(4).M.E.A. Attiya 1972;T.I.Abdel-Malek,1975;

(5) Fadii,)978,0ada,1979;S.Ibrahim 1975.

(6) S.Ibrahim ,1980.

(7)Ouda,1979,S.I.S6Ad 1976,INP-IL0,1968;fferazY,1971;Farag. F, 970.

8)Ouda , 1979 ; Negazy, 1971 ; El-Kurdy 1974;
Fadil, 1978.

(9) S.Ibrabim, 1975 Fadil 1978.

Sara Loza,1973.

ibrahim,197u;M 3.361 1974,
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in Egypt's major urban areae especially Cairo and Alexandria has mae

the pull In2EnQtrs of the country from both' rural and other smslior

urban nreas .

SIGNIFICANCE OF INTERNAL MITRATICN the rapid growth,t1m..... ..........

subs antial marnitude and the unbalanced directions of Egypt's internal

migration made its consequences complex and Nultitude.Stildies on

Enrptian migration have been concentrated on societal consequences,

and pointed out the followinr consequences; demorrarhic conseauencep

the chanEing f Egypt's r,onulation distibution and corn-position throufh

urbanization rapid extem.tion and the selective iTature process of mig-

? 2
ratioz which lead to population composition chaate;economic censequence,

itc-assumes that other things being equal migration is a function of

optimum productivity, (Todaro,1971), but (S.Ibrahim.1980),mentioned

that it does Rot eperate freely because :ware differentials are mot the

only cause;our judgment and as idicated by gyerlee & Richer,1974,the

supply price of labour will vary dependimg on whether the individualcr

household is the dec siom-making unit;if the marginal productivity of

labour is less than the average productivity, the household As the.:

decision-making unit could subside a migrant in townocial conseauences,

about 40% of .the studies have focussd exclusively or partly on social

consequence and its negative structural consequences on society .1.nd

(1).Abde/-hakim,1975;.CAMPAS,1971/73; Sabrhim,1975;I.M.Eid and A.
Hila1,1974;Medhat M.Aly,1965).

(2).Abdel-Hakim,1975;CAMPAS,1971;S.E.Ibrahim,1975;El-Sharnouby,1968;
El-KurdY11974 ;El-MafY 0965;A.Nassef,1972.

(3) . O. Allarn,1970;G.Ma.dbouly, 1976 ,F1. Fahim, 1976,H. El-Saaty, 1958;
• . .

(4):osndel,f970;6.1brahim,1975;EI-Magdoub, 1972 ; M. Pasha , 1974; El-Sherif,
1954;Abdel-Rahim,1971,E1-Nimr,1979; S.Ibrahim,1979,11egazy,1971;
Hassan,1973;S.I.Saad,1976.
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=ixed(eome positiv and acme netativii) consequences of migration on

individuale.jnvolved. •

INTERACTION OF PACTOPS GOVERNING, PURAL-URRAN •.MIGRATION

iconcentrstion of pro
Iduction,services and
iemployment in big
ccirbap areau i

iConcentratior ef
Inepulai,onin bigi
turbafl areas, espe-
ici ally Cal ro , Al ex
and Suez-canal
!zone 

Creating more
services in
response to
accelerated

I
population
pressure in
big urban •
areas 

Accelerated
demand of
high-level
manpower
in big ur-
ban areas

'Increased
volume ef
economic
and socio-
cultural
actiVitie
in big ur-
ban areas

 1

leoncentrat-
ion of que-
lity servi-
cesiv big
(urban areas(

'Increased'
demand of
high-level
manpower
to settle
in big

t urban
tareas  

' Rurnl-urban miFra:1
tion.,especially to 1
Cairo,Alex.and the '

Suez-Canal zone

  1 
rintensifyinepuh
factors in rural
areas and small
towns

Deprivation of
rural areas an
small towns of
their proporti-
onate share-ef
services

I.

After,S.Ibrahi 0980.



• •

t I

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR INTERNAL MIGRATION STUDIES

be treated

Conceptual framework offered for consideration may

that man is migratory' creature by nature;and that

migration is a dynamic rystem;.The migration system as suggested'by

Goldsceider,1971;first-time migrants return migrantsT streams and

counter streams to and from areas of orttin and areas of destination.

a) Movers fror . an area of origin (X)to an area of destinatiam
(r,subdivided into first-time movers(Ia) and return
movers (It).

(b)The population within the area of origin (X),
movers within the area of orgin (Ha)
nonmovers within the area of orgin

(c) Movers from the area of orgin (X)
to all areas ef destination (Z)
excluding area (Y)
first4time movers (IIIa)
return movers (IIIb)

The poptlation within the area of destination (Y)
movers within the area of destination (IVa)
nonmovers within the area of destination (IVb)

( ) Movers from the area of destinatiox (Y)

to the area of orgin (counterstreamr0 (X)
first time movers (Va)
return movers (Vb)

(1) Movers from the area of destination (Y)
--to all areas of destination (Z)

excluding the area of orgin (X)
first-time movers (Via)
return movers (VIb)

(g) Movers from all areas (Z)
excluding the area of orgin (X)
to the area of destination (Y)

first-time movers (VIIa)
return movers • (VIIb)

(h) Movers from all areas (Z)
excluding the area of destination (Y)
to the area of orgin (X)

first-time movers (Vila)
return movers (VIIIb)

(1) The population of all areas (Z)
excluding the area of orgin (X)

and the area of destination
movers between and within the area (Z(IXa)

ronmovers within area (Z(In)
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The Migration System
Destinatiot

Orin  Area Y 

Aran. X Iairb .

Area Y IVa/lVb

Area X Area Z

Area Z

Ia. First-time movers X to Y

lb. Return movers X to Y

ha. Movers within X

IIB. Nommovers within X

IIIa.First-time movers X to

Inb.Return movers X to Z

IVa.Return. movers X torZ

IVb.Nonmovers within T

Va. First-time movers T to X

naglb IlIa/IIIb

Va/Vb VIa/VM

IXa/IXb

Vb. Return movers Y t6 X .

VIa.First-time movers r to Z

VIb.Return movers Y to Z

VIIa.First-time movers Z to Y

VIIb.Return movers Z to Y

VIIIa.First-time movers Z to X

VIIIb.Return movers Z to X

IXa. Movers within Z

Nonmovers within

(19.Source;Goldscheider,1971,PP.54-55), modified by S.Ibrahim,1980.

The system is not closed and many comparisons may be made dependi

on the analytical problem being investigated.

The Selectivity process the description of the socioeconomic
7.

'characteristios,particulary marital atatus,eccupatien and eduction

should be covered by censuses and surveys;Structural features,of

both areas of origin and areas of destination,particulary,Wage deff-
• . • .• • • • • •• • • • • •• • •• • ••• • • • • ••• • ••••• • • ••••• • •••• • • • • • ••• ••••• • • • .• • • •••••• • • •• • • • • • ••• • • • -••• • • . • •• • ••••••••

erentials,land tenure distribution andother economic serviceslemph-
_

atizintto cover both ends of the migratory stream and counter-stream.

The Decision-Makin& process,-vast amount of authors Created the

theory of decision-making .However ,the decision-making process would

include;needed information,thinking of migration inducers and their

.direct(communicative persuasion() or indirect(sheer ambition)influence

inhibitors,and facilitators.

Consequences of  migration.,migration system should be treated

as input-output gretem,implies inputs as processes of inter
action

among inputs and outputudefined in conventional terms as consequences.

•
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Cenculasion and Research proposals

The gaps in the knowledge about Egypt's internal migration

have shown very briefly . So, we suggest the following areas of

study for future work to qualify and quantify internal migration

and in turn the transit migration to the petroleum and non-petro

lewd Arab countries ,because ef its interacted nature;

a) The Rural-Rural migration particulary in lower Egypt ,

and from upper Egypt to lower Egypt (the ordinary

i.e. Intera-governerate migration

stream),

b) Rural-Urban migration $ mechanism through quantification

the factors of effect .

c) Urban-Rural migration , by considering present factors of

repulsion from urban areas to rurals , inside the frame of

infera-structure and services improvmext in these areas .

Finally ,it is essential to study the wagc differentials

and the shadow wage infleuence on internhl migration and counter

migration and its impact on the socio-economic system in Egypt.

•
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