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REMARKS ON INTERNAL MIGRATION.STUDIES IF EGYPT

by
Pr. M. KAMAL SOLIMAN

Introduction

Migration is oné'of the three major study srese which
co@pone the scientiric population study, arnd the othere are fertility
and mortality. Intermal migration mobility is an important index of

social charge, particulary in developing countries .

Egyrt is a case in Pciet that ite demoéramhic transi-
tion is closely l*nked to its-iptegrat*on in the modere werld . order.,
Egypt’s bonulation vith ‘1ts high increwent rates created a lot of

-pressure on the econouic and social structure. More spectacular

_and closely related is the tran-formatien of Bgypt’s urban-rural
zsymbiosis. Urbanization became ome of the most important. problems
in Egypt, urban population accounted 'or 44% of total populatien
in 1976, in contrast with 38% in 1960 The rural migration to urbam

areas ( internal migration ) is of Egypt's silent revolutions,

vhich created rigid restrictices em developuent,pla:s through the -

1upact of expanded citiea axd towns.,

Rural and urban areag have been exneriencing a steadr
decliie iw death rates,f;ou up to 40% per annum a century age to
lesa thax 15% =t p?esext,dxd sizilar but relatively high birth.rates
averagirg 4.2%. In ture,cities and villages have beei experiencing
xatural growth rates averagimg 2.5% ammually in fecext'decadez.
Urbak areas poulatier shown doucied 1ncrexeet in comparison te.
rural areas , the reascn is part ef the ratural incfeuenf im Egypt’s
countryeide uiérated to the cities. Thus urban areas have been growieg

from two primary resources; their own matural ircrease plus a steady

izfusior fronm rural_areas.
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Egyptian censuses, startimg in 1897 and until 1976 did not

include any explicit questions bearing on migration., However, some

of these censueeg did . enquire‘about the birth place and the current
’ (

N

place of residence at the time of the census,In regard to data defic-

iency,reéearchera have have had to contend with techniques measuring~

internal migration indxrectly. }

relies on life-tables giving the survival ratio for each age category

in each census year in spacidl units (usually administratively defined).
H l
The difference getweem actual and expected pOpulation represents the
i

'net migration for every age category . ‘The sum of all age categoriee

is the total net migratiom in the intercensal years for the spacial
.. unit. . '
=, | N M

. :—;'_ACL'-'S( A/CF)

where H N M

= net migration, .
A =size of actual age: category in the last census,
A’ CF = survival ratio of the same age’ category in the
: P previous cemsus,

Assuning external migration zero or near zero, and requires

elaborate and pfecise 1ife;tab1es. in which,cculd be constructed on

the basis of accurate vital statistics.

(*) Researchers who relied.on this technique include Magdy M. Sharaa
$ 1964); M-A. El-Sharnouby (1968); A.Nassef (1973) and A,Zikry
( 1965). " ‘




any’change in the size of a given populatior erd the satursal incfeaee

durizg a zpecified peried.

NM=Cp-TI

vhere K Mz met wigratior
CP =cherge ir population in aglver psriod.
TI -matursl ixcrezee during the sare peried,

It assumes alse,Zero extermal migration ard requires accurate

datg‘en birth amd death rates.

EVOLUATICR OF INTERNAL MIGRATION

Few studies estimated Egypt'e imternal migration before 1917,
due‘to the failure of the census data to allow the estimating and!
the phenomenon was not yet substantial in magnitude.Egyptian reseachkers
afterwvards who pioneered'this aspect of migratioa studies. ,we can sunne-
rize the results of their studies as follows: |

(a) Population movements across administrtive.bounderies ,moveménts

are premised from data 1ndicatin5 the portlon of Egypt’s popul atior
residing at the time of the census ir an administrative urit different
fromx that of place of birth,It amounted to roughly 0.25 million ix
1907, 1.2 nillion in 1917, 1 6 millien by 1927; slightly levelling ocut
to 1.5 millioz ix 1937,2.4 millior in 1947 end L,6 million 1960. Such
movemerts may be estimated at roughly 6.0 million by 1970 and 8 o
wiliion by 1976. Imr turmn, at present ,nearly one out of every five

Egyptiané has changed his place of Birth to a,diffefent place of resid-

: &%
emce at least omee ir his lifetime.

- (* )Researches who relied on this techniqu
A.Zikry(1965); S.Abdel-Hakim (1957). Eoth 1ndirect techniquee
have used by several Egyptiar resesrches ( Abdel-Hakim 1966, 1975).
(##)M.Sobhy Abdel- Hakim (1957;1966;1968;1S74;1975), Saad Zaghloul Hassan
-(1966), Abdel-Fattah Nassef (1973), and William H. Tadros (1967).
("’).Abdel Hakin (1975) Nassef (19?3) K- Sharnouby (1968).
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(b)) Net migration amorng administrative governorates , net migration

.is the differences between in-migranis and ﬁut;ﬁigrants for each of
Sgypt's administrative unites (1,e. goveracrates ). Nét migratiég-wae
‘gbout 0.25 million ir 1917, 0.375 millier 1927,0.226 =million 1937,
0.636 milliem by 1937 gnd 3 million by 1960 , and also 4.8 millier by
1976. | | -

TRFNDS ARD DIRECTIONS OF INTERNAL MIGRATION , internal migratiorn
may include rural-urdar movement,inter-city,and inter-rural movenents
Duz to fhr census data is given orn the level cf governcrates ae ad-
rinistrative units ,it ﬂeeatnbtralléwiax_accurate plcture of the treads
end directiomng of all three tyﬁeé of movements .However, the fact that
gone of the Egyptian governorates are mostly urban and.otﬁers are
moéfly rural with some urban centérs, it cou}d bg assumed that the mov-
ement from thé latter to the former is a rﬁral-urban.migration .

Internal migratioﬁ has ;enerally been; from South To
North, from SouEh‘and North to the Canal Zong,from/all of Egypt’s
hinterland to Cairo amd Alexandria; amd from Egypt’s Center te its
peziphéries The biggest move of migratien streams in Caireo MetrOpolitAn
(Ereater Cairo, rhich includel Cairo city,Glza across the File and

Shubra El-Khema).

concentrated on their age and sex composition,and the rest trled to
describe their occupational , educational , and psychological profiles.
The general concluzions are; that the dominance ef Males ‘over Females;

Youmng ever O1d age axd Nor-Select uigrants over Select migrants .

(*). For example ,abcut 38% of 6airo ponulatien in 1960 was mot born
there but came over years from elsewhere in the country.While
about 10% of the Cairo-borm populatior were residing im other
govrnorstes, Which reans that about 29% of Cairo residents represent

a net migrotiomn gaix
(*+) M.uharnoubj,1°6 M. * Sharaa, 1964 , and M,El-Xurcdy, 1974).
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ThE MICR'TIO€ DACISICN-~MAKING PROCESS ,minor sttemtion beem winded
to the decisiem-mekirg procecs ef migration . It seens that Ccmmunicatio;,
b.X 3 se® . . -
Inducement and Facilitators are the three variables in the ﬁecis*on

to migrate amzorg all those whc have similer qoc*oeccnomlu-prycho’egina\

profiles.

of migration irte ypuch factors (of an ecoronic nature)i.e. negative
features of the homevenvironment‘,and- pull factors refer to positive
features of an alternative milieu.Mzny stucdies have streseed rurel
poverty (push factors),high urban income (pull factors) as most

importamt factors, but the income differentia) is the relevant facor.

The issue of rur§l~urban income differential has been treated in detail
by authoers-particulary in developed countries.In under-developihg
courxtries the treatment of such conparisons are made without qua¢ify1ng
the results, ( Lewlis 1967}and Todare 1971 ) because the most comnion
comparison is betweem average rural incemee and the wage rate in

the modern urban secter ,The ?robability of obtaining an urban jed

is a function of investmerts turmed to the econemic sectofs and the
related service sectors,regardless if the courtry’s ecdnomy planned

or not. Stedies on Egyptls~pusﬁ~factors of internal migratioﬁ peinted

out the fellowing causes; dene graphic preszu}e_(the relation betwxeen

‘population déns*ty ard the cultivated land ir areae ef orgix ),

Bceranic envcrtunities decline ( landless faxilies incremext ,land

fragnentation , umavailability ef werk opportunities, and low

levels of wage ),Services and other social amexities scarciix , (the

- . e G W O D > w  EE” WD WS G Ty D CD D P W G G G T G WS T GO G G > W - WD - . . . - - . W WD G WS G - S - —— GO w— ——

(*).0uda, 1974, ard S5.I,Saad,i976.

(#).Cuda,197L, direct inducement accounted for 16%,while indirect
inducement (modeling-emulation)and firr job effers accounted fer
13/5 .

(*2).0uda, 1977 ard S.I. Saad 1977) .2t industrial migrant verkers inm
Bhubra El-kheima. ,72% reported relatives as facilitators,24%
friends or (baladiyyat),but orly 30% had firm assurances.
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relative deprivation im some areas particulary Caire and Alexandria
at the exﬁensq of provincial capitals amd smaller towns ),Political
facto%s s (forced migration, Nqbia and-the High dam, and 1967 war

and the Suez camal cities mig:atipn), and 2% last,the grip of rigid

custoés . At last,push factors have bteen strongest at work 1ia the

recent years in the governorates of Menoufia;Sohag,Kena,Asyut,Damietta,

Dakhlia, and Behaira ._Pull factors, justification of the problem i=s
to say that for every push factor there is a complementary pull
factor,so,the push factors underline the decision te leave the communmity

af origin , it is the pull factors which determine where to go. Studies

on Egynt’s pull factors of internal migration p01nted out the following

causes; econoric factors attractiog,(higher wages are cited by about

85% of nigrahts,Egyptians would go where opportunities fdr,employment

and/or higher wages exist),secio-cultural sevicés,(seems responsible

for about 15% of intermsl xigration); concentratiorn of political nowgr,

(those whe are ambitious and authority imterssts migrate teo Cairo,in
addition,resources allocation is almostly a political decision),
Firallly,=ost studies of Egyptiar internal migration have shown that

concentratienr of ecenomic epportunities ,sevices,ard political pewer

(1).Abdel Hakim,1966,1975; EI sharnouby 1967,1968; Nassef,1974; El-
Kurdy,1975; S.Ibrahizx, 197&,1975 197%.

(2).Fadil,1978; THp-ILO,1968; 1~ Sherif,1954,w Abdel Rahinm,1971;El-Magdoub,
1572; CAMPAS, 1973 ).

{3).Abdel Hakim, 1975;31 Kurdy 1975;Fadil, 1978; s Ibrahiz,1977.
(4).M.E. A, Attiya,1972;T.I.Abde1-Malek,1975; Sara Loza,1973.
(5) Fadil,1978;0uda,1979;S.Ibrahim, 1975, . |
(6) S.lbrahim ,!080.
7)0uda, 1972,S.1, Saad 1676, IVP-;LO 10’8 1Hegazy ,1971; Farar F,1670,

(8)0uda, 1979;Hegazy, 1971 ;FL- -Kurdy,1974;5.Iibrahim, 1974, vagi 1974
Fadil, 1978.

(9) S,Ibrahi=, 1975, Fad*l 1978,
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in Egypt’s major urban areas es*eciallv Cairo and Alexandria has mase
thez pull mognetax of the ccuntry from both' rural and cther smzller

urdan arzas . )

SIGRIFIGANCE OF IhT“QVAL MICRAT the ropid growth, the
subsvanti 1 magnitude aud the unbalaﬁced directions of Eﬁypt’e-internal
migration made 1Its conseqﬁences complex and multitude. Studies on
Egyptiar migratiorn have teex ccncentrated on socletal consequences,

and pointed cut the following consequences; derograthic conseguences,

’ T
the changirng of Egrpt’s porulation distibution and composition,thrcueh

1 . - ' v
urbanizatios rapid exteation azd the selective mature process of mig-

. . . 2 3
ratiox which lead to populatien cempesition chonfej;ecomemic cemsequences,

itcassunes that , ether thirgs being eQual,uigratiou is a function of

epiiuun'preductivity, (Todare,1971); but (S.Ibrahim.1980),mentiered

that it does mot eperate freely becauﬁe-ware,dirferentiala,are not the
' oni&'cause;our judgment and as indicated by Eyerlee & Elcher, 1974, the

supply price of labsur will vary de?ending on whether the individuzl ar
houesehold is theid§¢isiom4makiﬁg unit;if the marginal productivity éf

labour is lesgs tham the average productivity, the household as the~’

decision—iaking unit ceuld subside a migrant in towmjSccial conseguences,

about 40% of the studies have focussd exclusively or partly onm social

consequenceg,and its negati#e structural comnsequences onr society »nd

‘saw

(1) . Abdel- hakim, 1975; CAMPAS, 1971/73; S.Ibrhim,1975;1.M.Eid and A.
Hilal, 1974; Medhat M.Aly,1965). :

(2).Abdel-Hakim, 1975 CAMPAS, 1971;S.E.Ibrahim, 1975; El~ Sharnouby,1968
©  El-Kurdy, 197& ,El-Hafy 1965 A.Nassef, 1972.

(3). 0 Allam 1970 G Nadbouly,1976 H Fahin 1?76 ; q. El Saaty,1958

- s- Ty el s

(hl Fadel,lﬁ?o s, ;brahlm 19?5 El- Magdoub 1972 M.Pasha, 1974;El-Sherif,
1954; Abdel-Rahim, 1971 E1-Nimr,1979; S. Ibrahim 1979 H°ea2¥.‘971'
Hassan 1973;S.1. Saad 1976. ‘
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=i xed(=zame positivz and scme negative) conscquences of nigratiern on

individuale invelved.

L 4

INTERACTION OF F4CTORS GOVERNING RURAL-TREAN MIGRATTON

Rural-urten migra- |

iconcentration of prod
tion,especially to

lduction,zervices and

y
\

lemployment in big
‘urbar _aresg

&
jConcentraticer of |

locpulatier in big,
‘urban areas,espe-
cizlly Cairo,Alex
and Suez-canal
|zone

v
Creating more
services in
response to
“laccelerated

Cairo,tlex.anc the

{in big ur-

Accelerated
dexzand of
hign-level
manpower
in big ur-

ban arezs

€oncentrat-
ion of que-
1ity rervi—
ces in big
urban areas

 Increased
volume of
economic
and socio-
cul tural

activities

ban areas

{Increased

3 to settle

demand of
high-level
manpower

ir big
urban

Jgreas R

]
i

Suez-Canal zcne B

Tntensifyiny pushk
factors in rurzl
areas and small
towns

|small towns ef

poepulatien
pressure ix
big urban
areas ‘

Deprivatien of
rural areas and

their proporti-
onate ghare-ef-
services .

(*d. After,S.Ibrahim,1980.
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._CONCEPTUALJFRAMEWORK FOR INTERNAL MIGRATION STUDIES

Cenceptual framework offered for consideration may

‘be treated fhat man is migratory cresture bty maturejarc that
m1gration 15 a dynamic gysten: .Tnn nigration svsfem ’ as suggested by
Goldsceider,1971,-_rst ~time migrantsyreturn migrantsy; streams and

counter streams tc and from areas of origin and areas ef déstination,

(a) Movers frem an area of origin {¥)to an area of destinatiow

(b)The

(Y),sudbcivided into first-time move
movers (Yb}.

movers within the area &f ergir
nonxovers within the area of orgim

(c) Movers from the area of ergin (%)

to all areas ef destinatiex (2)

. excluding area (Y)
firstitine mwovers (I1Ia)
return movers (IIIb)

The pophtatior within the area of destinatien

movers within the area 6f destiraticn

ronzovers within the area of destination

Mevers from the area of destination
to the area of orgin (counterstrean")
first time movers
return novers

Mevers from the area of destination
-~ -=-to all-areas-of destination
excluding the area of orgin
first-time movers
return mevers

Mover8 from zll areas
excluding the area of orgin
to the area of destination

first-tire movers
return movers

Movers frox all areas
excluding the area of destination
to the area of orgin
first-tine movers
return movers

The population ef .all areas
excluding the area of orgin
ard the area of destinatien
xmovers between and within the area
pormovers within area

population within the area of origin (X),
(IIa)
(IIb)

re(la) and return

(Y)

(IVa)
(Ivv)

{¥)
(x)
(Vva)
(Vvv)

(Y)
(2)
(X)
(Via)
(VIb)

(2)
(x)
(Y)
(VIIa)

- (VIIb)

(z2)

(Y)

(X)
(VIIa)
(VIIIb)

(2)

(X)
(Y) -
(z2(IXa)
(Z(IXDb)
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The Migration Svsteg

Destination

Origin Area Y

Area X Ares 7

Arza X Ig/Ib

Area Y IVa/IVh -

Arez 2 Vila/VIId

II2/1Ib TIIa/1I11Db
- Va/Vy Via/VIb

VIIIa/VIIIb IXa/IXb

Ia. First-time movers X to ¥
I». Return movers Xto Y
Ila. Movers within X

1IB. Nommovers vithin X

1I1a.First-time mcvers X to 2

IIIb,Returrn movers X to Z

. IVa.,Return xovers X te-2Z
IVb.Nonmovers within Y

Va. First-time movers Y to X

Vb. Return movers Y t& X

VIa.First-time =movers Y to Z
VIb.Return movers Y to 2
VII=.First-time movers Z to Y
VIIb.Return movers Z %o Y
Viiia.First-time mevers Z te X
VIIIb.Return movers Z to X
IXa., Movers within 2

’IXb. Konmovers within 2

(*).Source; Goldscheider 1971,pp 54-55), modified by S. Ibrahim 1980.

' The svystem is not clesea arnd nany conpnrisons zay be nade dependin

on the analytical'probWem being investigated.

both aress of origin and areas of destination,particulary,Wage deff—

erentiale,land tenure distrlbution "and other economic services,emnh- -

aSizins%o cover both ends of the migratory stream and counter-stream,

The Decisicn;naking}precess;vast'anoﬁnt of authors @reated the

theory of decision-making .However,the decision-making process weuld

include;needed 1nformation,thinking ef migration,inducers ard thelr

.direct(comrunicative persuasion} or indirect(sheer ambition)influence,

irhibitors,and facilitators.

Consequences of migratiom,migration system gehould be treated

as input-output system,implies inputs as processes of interaction

among inputs and outputs:defined inm conventional terms as conseguences,
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Cenculasiem and Research prepesals

The gaps in the knowledge'aﬁout Egypt’s internal nigration
have shown very briefly . Se, we suggest the follewing areas ef
study for future werk to qualify and quantify intermal migratiem
and»in turn the transit migratiom te the petroleum ard nom-petro

leum Arab countries ,because of its interacted maturej

a) The;Rural-Rural migratien , particulary in lewer Egypt ,

arnd from upper Egypt to lewer Egypt (the ordimary stream),

i.e, Intera-gevernerate migratiom ,

b) Rural-Urban migratiem , mechanism through quantification

the factors of effect ,

c¢) Urban-Rural ligration , by comgidering present factors ef
repulsion from urbam areas te rurals , inside the frame of

infera-structure and services improvmert im these areas .

Fimally , it is essentlial te study the wagc differentials

and the shadovlwage infleuence em internal migratiorn and counter

migratiorn ard its impact on the socio-ecenomic system in Egypt
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