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Abstract

The construction of ecological civilization is the inevitable choice for implementing of the new urbanization strategy and is the objec-

tive requirement of promoting the new urbanization. It provides the power support for the new urbanization, and economic development has en-

tered a new era in China. In order to better promote the new urbanization and the construction of ecological civilization, there is a need to opti-

mize the use of land resources, provide space guarantee for new urbanization and the construction of ecological civilization; vigorously develop

the financial sector to provide financial support for the new urbanization and the construction of ecological civilization; perfect information infra-

structure to provide information support for the new urbanization and the construction of ecological civilization; stick to people-oriented principle

and strive to build livable city of ecological civilization; establish ecological compensation mechanism to promote the coordinated development of

regional new ecological town; make a blue map for cooperative promotion of new urbanization and ecological civilization construction through the

establishment of a scientific and rational plan.
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1 Introduction

The 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China clear-
ly stated that we will build socialism with Chinese characteristics
by economic, political, cultural and social development. The con-
struction of ecological civilization is high on the agenda. This is
undoubtedly new deployment by the Central Committee of the
Communist Party which thoroughly implements the scientific con-
cept of development based on overall domestic and international
situations. Strengthening the construction of ecological civilization
to create a good production and living environment for people,
striving to build a beautiful China, and reversing the trend of eco-
logical deterioration from the source to achieve sustainable devel-
opment of Chinese nation, is the inevitable choice of China’s eco-
nomic development under the new situation, which fully embodies
the basic requirements of the scientific outlook on development.
The urbanization conference of China held in December, 2013
clearly proposed building a scientific and rational urban develop-
ment pattern based on carrying capacity of resources and environ-
ment, and pointed out that urbanization should reflect respect for
nature, and focus on the harmony between nature and man, and it
was necessary to make the city integrate into the nature, so that
residents could see the mountains, water, and get nostalgia. Its
essence is to include ecological civilization construction into new

urbanization process. Currently, China has entered a new era of
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economic development, and the concept of ecological civilization
is fully integrated into the whole process of the construction of new
urbanization. It is an important way to realize China’s new urbani-
zation, and can ease the pressure on resources and the environ-
ment, and provide an important guarantee for building a beautiful
China. Therefore, during promoting the new urbanization strategy,
how to promote the new urbanization and synchronous construction

of ecological civilization is especially important.

2 The construction of ecological civilization and the
role of promoting the new urbanization

As a concept of ecological civilization, it reflects the extent of civ-
ilization from the perspective of the relationship between man and
nature,, emphasizes the interdependence of human and natural en-
vironment, and advocates building an environment-friendly society
based on the carrying capacity of resources and environment and
goals of sustainable development. The ecological civilization un-
doubtedly plays an extremely important role during the construc-
tion of new towns and cities and low-carbon development.

2.1 Ecological civilization is the inevitable choice to imple-
ment the new urbanization strategy Based on the urbanization
conference of China held in 2013, the implementation of the new
urbanization strategy should focus on considering the ecological
carrying capacity of the environment, green low-carbon environ-
ment, and full respect for nature during urban construction
process. First, it is necessary to rely on the existing landscape
context and other unique scenery to build urban landscape, and
make the city integrate into the nature, so that residents can see
the mountains, water, and get nostalgia. This is undoubtedly the
clear direction of construction of new urbanization, that is, in the
implementation process of urbanization, there is a need to actively

promote the concept of ecological civilization, foster low-carbon
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environmental protection awareness and create new pattern of ur-
banization. Thus, strengthening the construction of ecological civi-
lization is the inevitable choice to implement the new urbanization
strategy.

2.2 Ecological civilization is the objective requirement to
promote the new urbanization Generally speaking, urbaniza-
tion is a process of rural residents’ migration to urban areas, and
they eventually become the urban residents, mainly involving pop-
ulation migration, land and space changes, transformation and up-
grading of the industrial structure, urban infrastructure construc-
tion, people’s life style change, and so on"'’. Looking at the de-
velopment process of urbanization in China, we can know that the
urbanization rate is significantly improved, but it also brings a
widening gap between urban and rural areas, such as the blind ex-
pansion of the city, ecological damage, environmental pollution,
and a series of outstanding issues that can not be ignored. This
traditional urbanization model is clearly not suitable for China’s
national conditions, and it is necessary to make adjustment and
changes in the development process of urbanization, take the initi-
ative to integrate the concept of ecological civilization, pay atten-
tion to the size of the expansion, and enhance the quality of urban
development. It proves that the construction of ecological civiliza-
tion is currently objective requirement to promote the new urbani-
zation, and the construction of ecological civilization is not only
about politics, economy and environment, but also related to
people’s livelihood and future generations.

2.3 Ecological civilization provides dynamic support for
new urbanization Ecological civilization construction can pro-
vide a strong impetus and effective guarantee for new urbanization.
Specifically, it can be reflected in the following aspects. First, the
construction of ecological civilization can create new economic
growth point for new urbanization. Development of environmental
protection industry, new materials industry, renewable energy and
clean energy industry will become a new economic growth point of
new urban development. Correctly guiding the production elements
to gather in environmental field will create more jobs, and promote
the optimization and upgrading of industrial structure to form a vi-
sion of sustainable development of urbanization. Second, the con-
struction of ecological civilization requires that new urbanization
should have more investment in environmental protection. In the
new urbanization process, we should not only focus on ecology and
the development of new energy industry, but also increase invest-
ment in environmental protection, garbage disposal, road con-
struction and other areas of the city, in order to enhance the level
and quality of urbanization. Third, the growing demand of resi-
dents for ecological products is a powerful force to promote new ur-
banization. With the improvement of people’s living standards, a
better living environment has higher requirements, and thus the
demand for organic products will greatly increase'” . Therefore, in
the new urbanization process, considerable human resources, ma-
terial and financial resources, implementation of major ecological

restoration projects, and enhanced production and processing ca-

pacity of ecological products, will undoubtedly become the impor-
tant engine of promoting sustainable and healthy development of

new urbanization.

3 Path selection of synchronous propulsion of new ur-
banization and construction of ecological civilization

In the new urbanization construction, we should give full consider-
ation to the carrying capacity of resources and environment, and
mutual promotion and coordinated development of new urbanization
and ecological civilization construction. This would certainly lead
to quick resource depletion, environmental pollution, ecosystem
degradation, thereby restricting the sustainable and healthy devel-
opment of society and economy'*'. Therefore, in the new historical
period, we can choose the following path to promote the new ur-
banization and construction of ecological civilization.

3.1 Optimizing the use of land resources to provide space
for the new urbanization and protect ecological civilization
The most difficult problem of urbanization and the construction of
ecological civilization faced in China is shortage of energy re-
sources, extensive use of land, as well as environmental pollution
and ecosystem degradation in the process of urbanization. Use of
land resources is not only related to steady new urbanization, but
also related to the construction of ecological civilization'>'. There-
fore , optimizing the use of land resources is an important means of
promoting coordinated development of urbanization and ecological
civilization, to provide space for the new urbanization and protect
ecological civilization. Specifically, we can proceed from the fol-
lowing aspects. First, based on the carrying capacity of the envi-
ronment and resources in different regions, as well as existing land
development density and development potential, it is necessary to
consider the future urban population distribution, economic lay-
out, land use and urban spatial layout, determine the main fea-
tures of different regions, and further improve the ecological func-
tion areas and spatial development pattern in the urban areas. Sec-
ond, according to the main functional areas in different parts, the
scientific development of new eco-town planning should adapt to
the resources and environment carrying capacity. For the areas
with high resources and environmental load, it is necessary to opti-
mize the layout of urbanization ecological space, enhance re-
sources and environment carrying capacity, raise the level of re-
gional economic development and focus on new urbanization. For
key ecological function areas, it is necessary to limit large scale
and enhance industrial urbanization development; for natural and
cultural resource protection area, it is necessary to prohibit the de-
velopment of urbanization. For different areas of the city, there is
a need to focus on the scientific planning and industrial distribu-
tion function orientation through the implementation of differentia-
ted industrial policies, investment incentives, fiscal policy and
other related policies, to guide rational development of small cities
and small towns, ease pressure on the central city and strengthen
small and medium city’s industrial capabilities, and enhance pub-

lic services in small towns.
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3.2 Developing the financial sector to provide financial sup-
port for the new urbanization and ecological civilization For
the implementation of new urbanization strategy, or ecological civ-
ilization strategy, we need the support of a lot of money, to pro-
vide funds or capital elements and promote rational allocation of
funds or capital. It is an important function of the financial indus-
try. The diversification of financial market system can provide the
investment and financing channels for urbanization and the con-
struction of ecological civilization, as well as standardized opera-
tion mechanism of financial markets in order to improve the effi-
ciency of investment and provide the institutional guarantee for fi-
nancing. If without the well-developed financial sector, it is un-
likely to promote the normal implementation of new urbanization
and ecological civilization construction strategy. Therefore, it is
necessary to develop the financial sector and the service capability
of urban financial industry, in order to ensure that the required
new urbanization and ecological civilization construction financing
needs are fully met, in order to better promote the coordinated de-
velopment of new urbanization and ecological civilization.

3.3 Improving the information infrastructure to provide in-
formation support for the new urbanization and the construc-
tion of ecological civilization On the one hand, with the rapid
development of information technology and the rapid development
of information industry, the city is internally networked and inte-
grated. Without information, the concentration degree of urbaniza-
tion will be greatly reduced, and it is unable to realize the true
meaning of urbanization; at the same time, informatization can en-
hance and integrate urban functions, improve the employment
structure of urban industry, enhance the quality of urban resi-
dents, and enhance the quality of urbanization. On the other
hand, industrialization and urbanization are the two pillars of pro-
moting economic and social development in the era of industrial
civilization, which not only bring great changes in the mode of
production, but also bring disastrous consequences of environmen-
tal pollution and ecological damage. Under the guidance of ecolog-
ical civilization concept, how to utilize the convenience brought by
the information civilization and give new meaning to urbanization
is one of the problems the new urbanization must face. Therefore,
first of all, we should focus on improving the urban information in-
frastructure, encouraging the development of software and hard-
ware industry based on information technology and information
services and other emerging industries, enhancing the urban infor-
mation innovation, and creating new economic growth points of ur-
ban areas™’ ; secondly, the wisdom of urbanization is one of the
most important goals and trends of the development of new towns,
and is also an important step to realize the ecological civilization,
and only when the combination of wisdom and urbanization is real-
ized can the ecological civilization be fully realized in urban and
rural areas in the future. In view of this, the use of networking
and other advanced information technologies and striving to build a
smart city, can help to realize the linkage development of informa-

tionization and urbanization, and greatly promote the construction

of ecological civilization, so as to provide strong information sup-
port for the new urbanization and the construction of ecological
civilization.
3.4 Striving to build livable city of people-oriented ecologi-
cal civilization The construction of ecological civilization is re-
lated to the relationship between man and nature, and it emphasi-
zes harmonious and sustainable development of the man and na-
ture. The town will provide a good place for people to gather, so
the development of new urbanization needs to reflect the people-o-
riented property, focus on all-round development of people, and
give priority to improving the life quality of the urban and rural
residents, and promoting stable employment of residents. In the
process of urbanization, urban development should not only em-
phasize the balance and unity in the economic, social and cultural
fields, as well as governance and homogeneous equality, but also
pay attention to the urban development efficiency and fairness as
well as rights of different subjects. At the same time, with the fur-
ther advance of construction of urbanization and ecological civiliza-
tion as a guide, the water, electricity, gas, road and urban infra-
structure is becoming perfect, the public service ability unceasing-
ly intensifies, cultural and ecological environment continues to im-
prove, and people live more comfortably and conveniently. Final-
ly, through creating a livable city of ecological civilization, it is
necessary to meet the growing diversification, spiritual and envi-
ronmental requirements for the realization of comprehensive human
development.
3.5 Establishing ecological compensation mechanism and
promoting the coordinated development of new ecological
town Firstly, it is necessary to establish the market compensa-
tion mechanism to adapt to market economy through the price,
cost, tax and other forms, build a sound market mechanism for
fair transactions of ecological environment resources, and encour-
age local governments to take the initiative to improve the ecologi-
cal environment in the process of promoting the new urbanization.
Secondly, it is necessary to use the ecological GDP index to evalu-
ate construction of ecological civilization in each area, add ecolog-
ical benefit on the original basis of green GDP accounting system,
and calculate the ecological compensation standard in various re-
gions through the evaluation. For the "ecological conservation are-
a" and "ecological protection zone" where economic development
is relatively backward and the local finance is weak, the difference
between GDP and existing GDP environment can be used as the
compensation gap. Thirdly, it is necessary to encourage inter-re-
gional assistance and obtain ecological environment benefit through
financial subsidies, targeted assistance and support in various
forms, to compensate for the key ecological function areas, and
promote the coordinated development of different regional urbani-
zation”'. Finally, it is worth mentioning that for the implementa-
tion of new urbanization or the construction of ecological civiliza-
tion, it is necessary to formulate scientific and rational planning
which can provide a system blueprint for the new urbanization and
(To page 24)
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the construction of ecological civilization and better promote the
coordinated development.

4 Conclusions

The new urbanization has rich connotation, and its realization
needs multi-dimensional concept, policy and way. It plays an
important role in leading, supporting, and controlling new urban-
ization based on ecological civilization and eventually make the
two fuse and create synergy'® . In order to promote the new ur-
banization and the construction of ecological civilization, we
should optimize the use of land resources, and provide space pro-
tection for the new urbanization and the construction of ecological
civilization; vigorously develop the financial sector to provide fi-
nancial support for the new urbanization and the construction of
ecological civilization; provide information support for the new
urbanization and the construction of ecological civilization by im-
proving the information infrastructure; stick to the people-orien-

ted principle and strive to build livable city of ecological civiliza-
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tion; establish ecological compensation mechanism to promote
the coordinated development of regional new ecological town; es-
tablish scientific and rational planning to provide a blueprint for
promoting synergy between new urbanization and the construction

of ecological civilization.
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