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AGRICULTURu AlD EXTENSION IN THE MIDST OF PLENTY -
AR i Talk given befove. the . - i
Indlana Extension Workers? Conference, December 6 1955

’ ~ by-J. Carroll Bottum, Purdue Unlver51by .

As shown by the polls of public oplnlon, the greatest problem faclng
United States cltlzens in thelr minds 1s peacee A part of the solutlon y
to that problem lles in demonstratlng to the world that Western ClVlllzarv
tlon, as exempllfled by the Unlted States, can give to man a more sat1s~'%_‘
fying llfe than collectlve Soc:allsm. One 1mportant phase of thls problem
lles in malntalnlng a grow1ng productlve economy. As we approach the N
agrlcultural problem we must approach 1t w1th the recognltlon of thls ‘li
backdrop. S | F ey A | o

we in agrlculture are geared today to produce about flve to s1x perem
cent more agrlculturalhproducts than the market 1s w1111ng to take at » .

what are generally acceptable market prlces. we are produ01ng 1n 1955

what we will need 1n the year 1959., we are geared about four years ahead

14

.....

of ourselves.

operate 1n such a- perlod° Some people accuse us 1n Exiensxsn ef belng on
the horns of the dllemma 1n that on one hand we are teechlng how te pro- ;
duce more and on the other trylng to develep pregrams te brnng supply 1nto
adgustment wath effective demand at reasonable prices. L | “

) ‘ In fact, we have all types ef prepssals for selving our present
s1tuatlon varylng all the way frsm going back from the tractor to horses bo
eat up the surpluses, to shuttlng off the ameunt of fertllizer used to |

closmng down the Experlment Statlen and Extension Serv1ce, te requlring

the fuel for farm tractore belng partlally made from farm products, to ) u

-y

: dumplng the surpluses 1n the eeean, to brlnglng back the plump glrl as an

ideal to 1nduce each one to eat a little more, as well asg the more- realls—



-3-
its normal'ratio;'vNoﬁzonly has: the, popu1a£i0n in agriculture.been dé-
‘cliniﬁg’sinCe'1920,>bﬁtialso'the acréagefof land iﬁ'cropS'has sﬁopped in- -
creasing. The capital has continued to inérease;‘vThis haszmean£;~there—
fore, not only a declkine 'in the number of people engaged: in agriculture -
but’arcombining'df»farm}unitsfand a’ decrease 'in their number, This '~
décline.in~the number of farm people and number of farﬁS'along with other
developments is forcing rapid changes“in our rural institutions and farm
~ organizations,. All of you see in your counties the hardships these changes
‘are making upon certain farmers and institutions. Because it is always
difficﬁlt‘for some to make the change and-adjustment, some people‘arthard"
hit-financially‘ ‘TheSe\are the farms hurt most-seriously now by the chrent
price declines.’ Par£ of their low incomes-aié the result of' 1ow prices’ -
and{part the inability to adjust'bd\%hé‘moderh”technologya \

‘"Nevertheless,Lthié is the characteristic of a progressive,. growing:
economys ‘The carriége‘makers;‘tﬁe-blaqksmithsband the candlestick makers -
were hurt by the same processs: When aTSOéiety*grbwswandidevéldps;”it_”"17
does not want- ten-percent more of everything, It wants less of some pro~:-
ducts‘and~more?of’othefs;“éhd,in‘additibn,-somé things it hever wanted. -
before whith replace - the olde” T oLy P

This'is how our standard of 1i§inglhas beén raised. It 'is an’old "
story. But we need to keep it constantly before'usvaSJQe'think5df~the*f”?-
current’ period. : - A
fV aP“Siﬁcé”l92O five -million workers have'moved out of‘agficulture into
other lines of. activity. - This has'meant a reduction of over: one-third-in -
the agriculturalrworking fbrce.viThése*indiVidﬁals héve-allffound‘employ;~
mént‘6ut"of*agriculture.v In most-case®: they have moved because they felt
they had*greater'opﬁortunity'in_someiotherzline of activity.' w77
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decade and farmers had been adopting new techniques of production slightly
fastef than were necessary to keép,up with. the growth in population. This
brought us oﬁt with a.five‘td.six,gercentugreater production than. the
market_would take at acceptable prices in 1952 and 1953. . Normal increases
in production have continued in 1954 and 1955 so that the same situation
has continued to persist.

This excessive production shoﬁed up most sharply in the exportableffv

crops of cotton and wheats These surpluses were diverted in large quan-

tities into storage in 1952 and 1953. During 1954 and 1955 acreage =

- control programs in these crops diverted 26 million acres out of these

crops. Most of these acres-then went into feed crops and the’surplus 1 .
;gpread to feed and listetbocks .

. Most studies¢indicatelthat when -you increase total production one
perpent, it decreases prices two. to four percent. . Thus a small change in
‘the. aggregate or total output has a great influence on price and income.

Therefore, the problem is to get annual agricultural production and
demand back into a more satisfactory balance and then keep them moving up
together as the population increases.

Some . propose -doing this by expanding markets, -others by adjusting
output. Expanding the market takes the form of increased exports or in-'"
creased consumption at home. Careful examination in both of these areas’
‘indiCates;that‘they are worthy goals and should be pursued, However, they
are. long-run propositions. You cannot get quick short-run changes. -Even
in giving food away abroad you run into the samé problems of disrupting -
the established markets that you do at home except whereﬁtheré may be a
crop. disaster in some country. L |

_ Reducing marketing mgrgins falls into the same categorys: Opportunities

are here but they are long-run gains when considered from the standpoint: of

total agricultural income.
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like a control program it would not correct the longer time adjustment..
A voluntary incentivewprogramawcﬁld.tend‘to,take the'marginalﬂcropland
out as would happen’under low pressures Under this plan agricultural pro-
duction would be freé. except forfthefaCres.sﬁifted to.grass. ' The question
1s;'"chqdoea_this,proposalﬂcompare»with the others?"

:(Thesevarejthe potential,choicesffor_eolving-thewimmediate:price»and'3
income problem. bThey are the ones that need to be understood by those’
interested in‘theﬁcurrent,price-aﬁd income,problem.f;lh‘other-words;'should

we toﬁgh outathevadjustmenpn1cushion‘§he‘impact'by controls, or cushion

~ and facilitate it by a. grass program?

Whichever of the three ways we take, barring war and a.crop disaster,
during the balance of this decade we in Extension will be operating ina’
pericdqu agricultural»plenty. 5Therefore,‘let'us‘turn to.the problems

that we will face in this kind of an environment, -

Exten31on
we are truly in the mldst of a revolutlon in farmlng 1f 1t is p0531b1e

to have a peaceful revolutlon. Let me p01nt out Just three trends to

.ampllfy thls statement. (l) The flgures released w1th1n the last week on

the number of farms in the Unlted States show 4 800 OOO farms for the 1955
census as compared to 5 hOO OOO farms for the 1950 census, a decllne of
600 000 farma in flve years. Thls is a reductlon of 11 percent.. No
change was made in the cla331f1catlon of what was a farm 1n the two perlods.
(2) Farmers' share of the consumer's food dollar has fallen from h? per-
cent in 19&7-h9 to 41 percent in 1 19554 (3) The nnmber of farmers' wives
worklng off the farm has 1ncreased from 17 percent 1n 1950 to 22 percent |
in 1955.. These trends, whlch could be fortlfled by many others, 51mply o

1llustrate the changes taklng place in agrlculture and 1n the home.A They

 also illustrate the changlng nature of the farm famlly?s problems and the’
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(4) Increased counseling service for the greater number of rural
youth who will be leaving agriculture. This will=invclve!helping them
to: appra1se the opportunities, the type of 1ife and the type of 11v1ng.‘

In my opinion we need a natlonal youth outlook program for- aprlculture

today just as badly as we need an agricultural outlook programffor com~

modities. It is the:youth.that‘leare the»farm\and reduce the human re-
sources in agrlculture. | e |

(5) Assistance to the rural institutions such as schools, churches;
recreatlon centers and other groups whose problems are changed by the
rapid shlft in workers out - of.agrlculture.

- (6) More assistance to thevindustriesbwhich service agriculture such
as the rurel electrification cooperetives, the organizations, private and’
cooperative, Whlch supply feed, fertlll zer, fuel and the like to farmers;
market organizations which markeh the farmer*s livestock, dairv, poultry -
and other farm products clear down to the store whlch sells them to the
consumer If educatlon can reduce costs in these areas, fhe advantage

comes back to the farmer in the same way that a reduc1np cost in agrl—

vculture does. It alao 1nvolves llmlted work with agrlculture's customers,

the consumer.
(7) Part~t1me farm1ng or rural re51dents are inorea31ng in many of our

counties, ThlS 15 a group that comes w1th1n our orb:t. The approach to

this group, it seems to me, is through the Home Fconomlcs and 4-H Club

work.‘ From there we may broaden out 1nto other act1v1t1es.

| (8) More 1nformat10n to the farm famllles on consumer purcha31ng and
less on skllls Jn manzng clothnng and preserv1ng food. I thlnk we must
recognlze that the problems of the farm housew:fe are changlng. For those
who do not have to work away from home, 1abor-sav1ng eqplpment in the home

is making it p0531ble for the housewzfe to spend more time on self-improve-

ment, the arts and hobbies. The younger grouo'still'is concerned with the



