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,·i" .. ···"AGHICtJLT~ AND .. EXTENSION ·:rn ·THE MIDST ()~;:PLENTY .. ·. · . 
•. • • •• Fy(i • TalF;;: gt1'J'en befQtt$.' th@ .;,-. · . . · · ' · 

Indiana Extensi~n Workers.' Conference, December 6, 1955 
'·. · .• · py• J •.. Carroll Bo.ttum., :Purdue·. University · . . •· · · · r. 

.'."·· 
' As shown by the polls of p~blic op:!;nion, the greatest p~oblem facing 

,_i: : .. ·, ., : ·.•. ·,··· :.1 ·, ' ' -~:_ ..•. <.·: .. :.,:.· .•. · ·-..... :... ' ., . . .~: .... 1. ~,· • ' ' ", " . ... ' . ' .. . ~<. ' 
. United States citizens in their minds is peace, A part of the solution 

to ~~at. probl~~ lies in. d~onst~ati~~-·~~··~~ w~rld .. that, We~t~·~n··~iv~l~za-; .. 
• ".-.. • . '. (· ~ ~~· • •.. ,,.:· =;:·. ··::~' .-~:-·.L:.'.:r.J . ··: ·· .. .-.·_.: .. :. - ' ·->~ .. : .:.-.·,::._. ~-: .~.-. ·::.-·~_:;i.:_··:'-: 

tion, as exemplified by the U~ited States, CC!on .give to man a more satis~ 
7- .. ·. . :.,~ .·.,:, "··.•··. ~: •, -. -~ ; ~- ; ·'· ~ • •'·' :·~ :• "i. ··./'~: ;··.·;··:. :·: .. : 

fyi_ng lii'e than collective Socialism. One important phase of this pro?lem 
.!..•.. •·•.· ~.:· .• ·.;:··: ..... ·.·.;.-'« .. ••· .···~ ···;:·,; .•.. •·. '".~\,: ·; .. :·., ~- ';' :·,:~· ... 

lies in maintaining a growing prociuctive economy. As we ·approach the 

~'~;icult~~l p~obl~m~e,:m~;t· app~oach it wi~h th~ re.co~~~iion:.o·~· ~~~~·· ··,:~ 
·\.·:: ! . .. !>t-•• ;. ·~ ·: ... ' . !~['· .... ~ ·, •·"' l, ,1·.-':1 • '· --:.·:: :•-:, .. ~:·.~ ···.--:·'!·) .-;· .. ~ .. , ...... · ·.· "' ·.: '.·•' >'!.f~·<: 

backdrop. 
··. ;.~~} .. ~. :~ ' ': "/.\•., .. ~ ... ~ ... ·.-:·.:, ., .. ~, ,!:i.·:.:.,::.·. ·2· ,. ;-~·-· ·~-- • ..-··t .~ .·~·,. ·;',~···, 4:. -'· -:f. 

We in agriculture a~e gear~d today to.produce about 'rive to six per-
•. ,_,_.;-.:~·-. 5··:.-:·r·-,,'· ··-.;:.~ .... ~.:,~:,. 'r· '~/.~· -~~ ... ~·- •.• ~, ;:: ,'.:,·• .~·., 

cent more.agricultural products than the market is willing to take at 
•· ':.~'.>!·. ;,i·. ·., , ·_;,;·:!: .. ~ ·~··;:\ ~-·· · .'.: ... : ·•, __ \·,. .:, ;·; .I··:.-~> " . ,_;_ 1

• 1 1 :.:, 

what are generally· acceptab~e market pri.ce.s~ We are producing in 1955 
..,·:r ... ,;.. ··:·\• :,_~.: .. ~)(. :·. '··· ··.. ';."·,.:·'. ·°?:';.:.··. 

what, we will need in the year 1959. We are geared about four ye~rs ahead 
- ~ ~·::. · ... ··~-::~·: ' •. •. ~ .... • ·.,? •• -;• .... ,._-:·~.\. :: .. ~~·~ '···· .. ·l ... ··::---:~~·· ,_.·:.· .. :·:~.1,~._..-:;· 

of ourselves. 
;,._.·_·~!_,: .. :;,-;· ?:._,-. :"'::· ·,. h_., .. 2_:: ··:· -:- .... ,_;· .... F::.-~~ .... :·· -r .. ···"'···. _,:·~ .. ! .. :;:,.:·:" .• - ·~:-· ·:: 

~· , , ' .. ' ,; - ' 

How did this hap{'en, and h<?w ~o we get out o:f it? How ~oe~ Exten~~ 
~., '· ";' . .J : .,.,•.·,;,. ...... ',.: ... ··>: .•• ·---~----~ :, .·.~· ·. ~/~· ::_ .. :: .............. - .. 

operate in such a ·period?· Some people .ace~ us :in Extensian ~r being "n 
r.·:: .. ·.::_,:~ .... :-,.;~·.· .. , ···· ;.\·:;~":.: _ _.: ,._.-::···.- .. :--:r· ·:\·. 1" · .... ·\,. ·,• -··,:···;:· !:::;-_, 

the horns of the dilemma in .,that Ori one hand we are teaching how to pro-
,,.:~.;·:··-~:._ :.::_~._t·: ... _··-_:: ..... :·.<::·:;~.: .> .·: :,;'·,:-,_:-·-.,.;-_·; .. : :.· .. : .··.·: . >·::_qi<~:,.,;, ~":·>·.' .. · -~~;- .. ·:'..--.:"'.:.-·:~, 

.. 

duce more and on the-other trying to devel~p programs to bring aupply into 
•. :.··.~···:' .'~-.·~. ·.·.< · ..... .-·~:;, ·-.··;: .. \·,··· .. ' :.· .. ·.'···i:· ~--' ,__::.1· >.·:. ·:.' .. (. ~:\ ... :···.:·.··:: : . .!. ·:-- ·. '· ·.·.-· '.~·;): .. ;.:_,;.:,·. 

adjustment with effective demand at reasonable prices. 
...... :.·:-:· .. ~ .. ·>)../·.;:: :~.~: · .. ,._: .. :.:.,·~··.·\.··.;·. . ~,: - .:... :.·. ,1; .. 

In fact,.we have all types or prepasals i'or SRlving our pres~nt 
.. _:;; .;.'_• _ _.-} ·• ····:.i."i.: : ... ~_:: .. • .. -:·. . . '·\ ./ .... ~ ~:. ;~ .: :, . . ; ... : ;· : i :;·. ·, ~- ...... · . ' '."- \,-~,: 

situation. varying all ithe way ·.frem going back from the tractor t" horses to 
• '.1 :·-,• .. ::,:. · ' ; •~; ': '; .. ; ,' i I'. •. •I ; • ·: •• •.:• •,_., .~' • , • ,: ;_' • • , ~i , • "· , '• ,: {!• : '·'. ' :'. ·• : .. :·. '· l :. • 

eat up the surpluses. to shutting. o,tf the am6unt of ;fertiliz.er use~, te 
·(·._.:.;·<. '.~··,;.'.,:~;.; ........ _. •/'-.:_:~:·_~.:: ':~ ·_,:·.:·:.·~ ;.:'.:· .. : ·._,"· ·· .. ··,-: ,· .... :·· _.:-..;. ;. · .. ,;:~··_ .. ·"_.:~:~t:·-....~~:>-:~ ... : 

closing dewn th-e ExJ)eriment Station and Extension Service, te requiring 

th~· ru~l ,f~r :ra~,·~r~~,~o;~ be~g ~artWly ~de f~om ,~a~ ~rodu~ts~\~·:-:;.;,, . 
. :·: •. :'.'1·1.: .. ,•, .'.\;·~.·--: ":';.:;I :: .>'\,_,,-. "•';·''..: )., .. ~ . ., ,·.,,,;;.· . .- .. '.··,'.·.·~· :''",•.<";.' .';•:· ~·.-,.·,.··~' . .--.:'.!; •Jr' 

· dl,llllping the surpluses in the e;cean, .to bringing back the plump girl as an 
.,,.·-· ..... '. ·:.,- ...... ·:. ;>"-·"· <·:' /) .. : ':·:· ··.· :' '. :· ' · ... ~·:·:··:·.-:, ,:·:.- ·.·. ".: ... ··;: ·:_·,- ,'"_:,::.·~. ,:,>·~~ -~'.- '·,.-· : ... · ... ~;:·,,. 

ideal to induce ~ach one to eat a.little more; as well .as the more·realis-
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its norinal ratio• ··Not only has ·the. populatiop in agriculture been de-

· clinirig since ·1920, but· also·the acreage of.land incrops·has stopped in

creasing. The capital has- continued to increase.· This has·meant, there

fore, not only a decU.he 'in "the number of people' engage<lin agriculture 

but a combining of farm'units and a· decrease in their number.· · This 

decliJ:le in the number of farm people and number of fa.:rms along with other 

developments is fot'cirig rapid chafrges··in our rural institutions and fa.m 

organizations. · All of you see in your counties the hardships ·the·se .. ·ehanges 

are' making upon certain farmers and institutions11 Because it is always · 

difficult for ·sonie' to make the change and adjustment, . some people are hard· 

hit financially. These are the farms hurt most seriously now by· the current 

price declines. Part 6£ their lm1 incomes: a.re -'i:.hef result ot" low :prices·· 

and; part the·' inability to adjust t·o·. 'the 'mocle'rh technology-·. 

· Nevertheless,: this is the cha1~a.cteristi·c '.or: a progressive, growing 

economy~ ':The carriage makers; the blacksmitfrs:and the· candlestick makers 

were hurt by the· same pr·oce·Ss• · · When a:···soCiety ·grows: and: develops;· it 

does not W'a:nt· ten :percent:·more ·of everything, · It wa.nt's ·le'Ss'· ·-ot• some ·pro-··.~. 

ducts· and tnore of others,'. ·and,in addition, some things it· ·never warited. 

before which replace ·the old.· ·• .... - ; .. 

This·±s how our standard oi' living-has been raised •. '· rt· is an:·old 

story. But we need to keep it constantly before us as;'i.Te think' o·r ·the'· · · 

curr~nt: per·i'od. , : 

.. " ·sihce '1)120 five .. million workers have'moved out of agriculture into 

other lines- '6f .. activity •. This: has'meant· a reduction-o·r.··aver··. one-third·'in 

the agricultural working force. These·individuals have-all found employ:.:.. 

ment out.of agriclilttlre •. In most-cas~:s:theyhave moved bec·ausethey'felt 

they had gre·ater· opporttmity·· in some: other line of activity.' : " 

..... 
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ciecade and· farmers had ~eien adopt:µig. new techniqu~s ·of. production .slightly 

faster than we?'.'e necessary .to keep, up with. the growth in population,_ This 
·, 

brought us out wit}) a.five.to .six:percent· greater production than.the 

market wo_uld take.,atacceptable,.prices in 1952 and.1953. Normal-increases 

in production have. contirlued in -1954 and 1955 ·.so that the. same situation· 

has cont:i,nued to persist, · 

This excessive production showed up most sharply in the exportable> 

crops of cotton and wheat, These· surpluses were diverted in large quan-

tities into storage in 1952 and 195.3• During 1954 and 1955 acreage 

control programs in these crops diverted 26. millton acre.s ·out of .these 

c.rops. Mo~~ ()f .t~e,~e -acre:s· t.IJ:en ·.went into feed crops and the srirplus 

spread _to· f.ead _and_.. lti;uet~ook •.. · . · . . . . 

Most s_tudies -indicate that whe11-you increase total production one 
• "1 •• ' • i . . 

pe~_cent, it dec;reases prices two to.four percent, . Thus a .smal:t change in 

the .. aggregate or total: output has a- great influence 011' price· a.nd income. 

Therefqre, _the. pro:blem .. is t_o :get an11ual agricultural production and 

demand back into a ~ore satisfactory ba}.ance.and then keep them moving up 

together as the population increases. 

Som~.propose·doing this· by expanding markets; .others by:adjusting 

outp'\lt. Expanding the market takes. the form of increased· exports or in;;., .. 

crease~ consumpt:i,,on at home. Careful examination in both of these area:s· 

indicates that they a.re worthy go.9.ls and. should be pursued, ·· However, they 

are. 101,'lg ... r~ propositicms. · Y9u cannot get quick short-run change$ •. ·Even 

in giving food away abroad you run into the same problems of. disrupting .·. 

the establishe,d m$rkets that yo-u do. at )1ome; except where· there may be a 
: 1.:. 

c_rop. <,iisaster in some.: country. • .. : 

. Reducing l'Ilarketing margins falls into the same category•: . Opp'ortunities 

are here but they ar;e. +<>I1g-r\l!l .··gain~ when. -considered from the :standpoint · of 
. ,,·. ''\ . '• .. 

total agricultural income, 
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like a control program it would not correct the longer time adjustment •. 

A voluntary incentive program would tend.to take the marginal· cropland 

out as woul.d happen under low pressure.- Under. this plan agr1.culturaLpro

duction. wcmld ):>e fre.e. except for the acri:fs .·$hifted to grass;· 'The· question 

is·; ·"How does this proposal .compare wi.th the others?71 

... These are the potent:ta], choices for solving the inunediate price ·and 

income problem. They are the ones that need to be understood by tpose 

interest.ad in the .. current price arid income, problem •. In other words, should 

we :tough oht the adjustmen.~ /) cush~on· t:he. i11.1pa.ct ·by controls, or cushio11 

and facilitate it by a.grass progl"am? 

Whichever of' the three ways we take, barring war and a.crop d~saster, 

during the balance of this decade·we :i.n:Ex.tension will be operating 'ih'a· 

period of agricr:.ltural plenty. Therefore, let us turn to the probiems 

that we will face in this kind'of an environmento 

.. 
ExtensiQU 

We ~re truly in the midst of· a revolu'.tion in farminf?_if_it is pos~ible 

to have a peac~f~l revolution, Let me point out just th~ee trends to 
, .. ' 

; ' ', . ' 

.. amplify this. statement~ (l) The figures released withii:t the iast. week on 
- ~ . : . . 

the number of farms in the United States show 4,800,000 farms. for the 1955 

cens~s as compared to 5,406,000 farm~ for the ~950 census, a de~ll~e ?f 

600,00() farms :i.n five years •.. This is a reduction of 11 percent,·. No 

change was mad~ in the·c1assifi9ation of what was a farm in the two periods. 
. . ·: . - . ..- ' . ·- ' . 

. . 

(2) Farmers' sl:lare of the consumer's food do].lar has fallen from 49 per"." 
.... 

cent_in 19h7.:.49 to 41 percent in 1955· (3) The number of farmers' ~iv~s 
' . ' 

working off the farm has increased frorn 17 percent in 1950 to 22 percent 
, .. 

in 1955~ Thes~ trends, which could be fortified by many others, simply 
. • . • - : "-· - ! ' • • ... 

illustrate the changes taking -·~lace il'.l agriculture and in 'the ~ome~ .. They 

also illustrate the changing nature of the farm family's problems and the 
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' (4) , Increased, counseling serv:ic e for the greater numbE?r of rural · 

youth who will.be.leaving agriculture.· Thiswill·:involvehelping them 

·to appraise the opportunities~ the type of. life an9. ·the type of living. · 

In my opinion we need a natiop.al you~h. outlook program for agriculture 
. : , ' • i 

' ' 

_ today just as badly ~s we need an agricn.U.tural .outlook program for com-

modities. It is the youth.that·leavethe.farm and reduce the.human re..: . 
. ·i· 

sources in agricUltw;'e. · .•' ', . 

(5)' Assistance to the r~ral institutions such· as schools, churches, 

recreation centers_a~d other gro\lps·whose problems are .chariged by the 

rapid shift in workers out of agricttlture, · 

(6) More assistance to the industries which service agriculture such· · 

as the rural ele~trification cooperatives, the organizations, private and:· 

cooperative, ·which supply feed, fertilizer; fuel and the lik:e to farmers; · · 

market organizations Which market the farmerVs livestock, dairy, poultry " 

and other farm products clear down to the store which sells"them to,, the 

consumer. If education can reduce costs in these areas, the advantage .. 
. . , . . •, ' ~ ' . 

comes back to_ the 'farmer in the same way that a reducing cost in agri-
. i : . .' ' .. 

culture does. · It also involves limited work with agriculture Vs customers; ,. 
\ .. 

the consumer. 

(7) Part-time farming or ~ural residents a~~ increasing in many 01' our 
- .~ .. 

counties. This is ~.-group tha~. comes within our. orb~t. -The approach to 

this group, it seems to me, is through the Home Economics and 4-H Club 
• < • ,,\. • ' • • 

.• . 
work. . From there we may broaden out into other activities • 

(8) M~re inforrruitio~to the farm families~n.consume; purchasing and 

less on skills in making clothing and preserving :('ood. I think we must 

recognize that the problems of the farm hous~w1.1'e are ch~nging. For tho~e 
··' . .. 

who do not have to work away from home, labor-saving equipment· in the home 
' ' 

is making it possibl~ for the housewife to spend more time on self-improye

ment; the arts and hc;>bbies. The younger group still is concerned with the 


